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Father's Day 2018

Happy Fathers Day to all fathers.

Most children seem to have a closer relationship with their Mother
than their Father. Perhaps because of the birth bond or because most
children spend more time under the care of their Mothers.

In our modern world where often both parents work or in some
cases where there is a stay-at-home dad this relationship is changing
in more instances. In any event, | urge you to honor your own Father,
whether living or deceased, on his special day in a special way.

First Quarter Financial Results

| am pleased to announce that the First Catholic Slovak Union has
reported another excellent year. Assets as of March 31, 2018 were

The Officers and Members of the Board of Directors of the First Catholic Slovak

$392.154.941 and surplus was at $31.064.811 an all-time record high. Union of the United States and Canada extend their most sincere Fraternal Greet-
As a comparison when | became Presidentin 2007, FCSU assets as ings and Best Wishes to all Fathers and Members on Father’s Day!
of January 1, 2007 were $197,310,824 and surplus was $11,355,594. - Thank vou for keepine the traditi I
In the last eleven years our assets have increased $194.844.117 or Andrew M. Rajec ank you for keeping the traditions afive.
99% (almost doubled) and more importantly our surplus has increased $19.709.217 or 174%. Rev. Thomas A. Nasta ..o Chaplain
We continue to provide our Members with competitive insurance products and some of the best ANAreW M. RBJEC ... President
annuity rates in Fhe fraternal and insurance worj)d while also continuing our policy of paying dividends. ANArew R. HATCaT, ST, Vice-President
What does this means to you, our Members? Kenneth A. Arendt ............oooovveevieiiiiiiieineenn. Executive Secretary

First of all, financial strength is critical. Current members and new Members want to feel confidant
their money is safe. Many current Members and prospective new Members, especially younger
people, are sophisticated investors and ask two main questions before they invest their hard earned
money:

1. Is my money safe?

2. What rate of return can | receive?”

G MR oromemarmaraoneonconaaanenooneonoooe Treasurer

sontinued on page 17 Summer's Almost Here!

Grow your $$$ with us!

2018 FCSU
National Golf Tournament
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Insights and Viewpoints

St. Vincent Archabbey — Homilies,pamer Edward Mazich, 0.S.B., Father Killian Loch, 0.S.B.

June 10, 2018
10th Sunday of the Year
Lectionary

Today marks the first time the Church
will celebrate a Sunday of “ordinary time”
since February 11th, almost four months
ago. In the meantime, of course, we have
observed the seasons of Lent and Easter,
and then at the conclusion of the Easter
season we celebrated three other great
feasts on Sundays: Pentecost, Trinity

Sunday, and Corpus Christi.

Following these celebrations the Church now settles into the long
ecclesial summertime that leads us back to the beginning of the
next liturgical year, which begins this year on December 2nd, the
first Sunday of Advent. While it may seems as though the first
reading today from Genesis is therefore a natural place to start our
post-Easter reflections—beginning at the beginning—it is actually a coincidence, since the
Old Testament readings for ordinary time cover a wide range of topics and historical eras
before we hear from Genesis on this tenth Sunday of the season. The focus of the Church
is much more intent and systematic on the gospel, and that brings us to the third chapter
of Mark where Jesus has been preaching the Kingdom, healing many who were sick, and
casting out demons.

Jesus has been exercising his ministry in the region around his home base of Capernaum,
along the Sea of Galilee. Just as he relaxes briefly in the home he used another large crowd
arrived including scribes from Jerusalem who assert: “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and
“By the prince of demons he drives out demons” (Mark 3:22). These charges sound grasp-
ing and even jealous: his enemies are themselves so amazed by what Jesus has been
doing that they cannot possibly deny his power; they are reduced, rather, to claiming that his
power has a sinister origin. This refusal to see the hand of God at work in Jesus is the fatal
mistake that will lead to their condemnation, and that will be the factor determining whether
generations of people even to the present day find salvation or condemnation in him.

Jesus himself explains this immediately after he is accused of being in league with evil: he
asks rhetorically, “How can Satan drive out Satan? ... if Satan has risen up against himself
and is divided, he cannot stand; that is the end of him” (Mark 3:23, 26). In other words,
anyone should be able to see that those who act against evil cannot be in alliance with evil
at the same time—thus the scribes’ accusation that Jesus was casting out demons by the
prince of demons was ridiculous.

Seeing how his actions were badly misinterpreted by his enemies, Jesus emphasizes
what it takes to be his true and faithful disciple: those who attribute his teaching and power
to unclean sources have closed themselves off forever from his goodness, but those who
hear his word and keep it, even if their efforts are imperfect, are the ones who find in him
life, forgiveness, renewal, and redemption. As the Lord Himself taught so forcefully: “look-
ing around at those seated in the circle he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. For
whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother” (Mark 3:34-35).

As we forge into the summertime of the Church year let it be our resolve to turn away
from the pattern of sin forecast in Genesis and exemplified by the scribes in the gospel,
so that with all God’s holy people we might be numbered among the sisters and brothers
of the Lord, saying always with the Psalmist: “With the Lord there is mercy, and fullness of
redemption” (Ps 130:7).

Fr. Edward Mazich,
0.S.B.

NEWSPAPER DEADLINES
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First Catholic Slovak Union, Attention “JEDNOTA”
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FAX: 216-642-4310

Copy Date
MONDAY, JUNE 11

June 17, 2018
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Father’s Day)
2 Cor 5:6-10
Mark 4:26-34

Where is the Kingdom of God, and how do we see it? These
are two questions that come from the Gospel this weekend. In the
first Chapter of Mark’s Gospel after Jesus is baptized by John and
before he calls the first disciples, he says “This is the time of fulfill-
ment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel.” (Mark 1:15) In Luke’s Gospel when the Pharisees ask him
about the Kingdom he responds, “The Kingdom of God is within
you.” (Lune 17:21) Saint Paul wrote in several of his letters, we
are citizens of Heaven. The Catechism tells us; “The Kingdom of
heaven was inaugurated on earth by Christ.” (CCC 567) And goes
on to quote a passage from the Vatican Il document, the Dogmatic
Constitution of the Church; "This kingdom shone out before men
in the word, in the works, and in the presence of Christ.” (LG 5)
Simply put, the Kingdom of Heaven is here, and we are citizens of
Heaven.

Jesus gives us a lesson on how the Kingdom of Heaven takes root in in the world and in
our lives. He speaks of the seed, the blade, the ear and the full grain, and tells us about the
small mustard seed growing into a large plant. This is an important lesson or us because
we live at a time when in which we have become accustomed to everything being fast, if not
instantaneous. From fast food to instant communication get what we desire immediately.
This is not how God works with us when it comes to the presence of His Kingdom in our
lives. Occasionally we hear of someone who had an immediate conversion, but for most of
us conversion and growth take a lifetime. Like the plants and the seed in the Gospel it must
be cared for, cultivated and tended as it grows. At times we can easily become discour-
aged when we don't hear the booming voice, see dramatic acts, or receive an immediate
response to prayer. We might find ourselves asking, “Where is God?”, or even, “Is there a
God?” Jesus tells us clearly by his presence and with teachings like this that, yes, there is
a God, and He is in our midst. He usually moves so gently, quietly and subtly that we don't
notice his presence, but he is with us. It was not long ago, on the Second Sunday of Easter,
that we heard Jesus say to Thomas “You believe because you have seen, blessed are those
who have not seen, and believe.” We are those who are blessed because we do not see,
but we believe. While we might not see the concrete presence of God, we are blessed with
the faith to believe in his presence.

Saint Paul speaks of this in the Second Corinthians where he wrote, “we walk by faith,
not by sight.” Christ is truly present to us in the Most Blessed Sacrament, Christ Is present
in the Sacraments, Christ is present when we hear the Scriptures read and the Gospels
proclaimed. Christ is also present whenever two or three gather in his name, when we see
the Corporal and Spiritual works of mercy being done by ourselves or others. It takes Faith
to see Christ in all of these, but He is there, and with him is His Kingdom. In order to see
the kingdom we need patience and we need faith. With these we can enjoy the kingdom
knowing that it continues to grow within us and the world, and we recognize Christ and his
Kingdom in the prayers and works done in his name. May we claim our citizenship in God’s
Kingdom and allow his Kingdom to shine forth from us.

JEDNOTA
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Andrew M. Rajec

Announces His Intent to Seek Re-election
for National President

| PLEDGE AS PRESIDENT AND CEO | WILL CONTINUE TO
DEVOTE MY ENERGIES AND 40+ YEARS OF PROFESSIONAL
EXPERIENCE IN LAW, FINANCE AND INSURANCE TO BENEFIT
JEDNOTAAND ITS MEMBERS.

PERSONAL

. Married 45 years to Idka Rajec (Riecan — born

Ruzomberok, Slovakia)

. 3 children

. President FCSU 2007 - present

. General Counsel FCSU 2003 - 2006

. President Branch 89 17 years

. Regional Director FCSU 1996 - 1998

President Jednota, Inc. and Jednota Properties, Inc. Andrew . Rajec

1995 - 1998
EDUCATION
. Marquette University,  B.S., Accounting
. Marquette University Law School, J.D.
MILITARY

. US Army —Armor 1964 - 1966 2 years active duty
. 1st Lt. — Troop XO, Company Commander

EXPERIENCE

. Price Waterhouse -  International CPA firm — Accountant

. Arthur Young - International CPA firm — Tax Accountant

. Blue Cross of Wisconsin -  Assistant Vice-President

. Association Life — Vice-President & General Counsel

. The Mutual Group - Vice-President, General Counsel, Treasurer

COMMITMENT
Committed to move to Cleveland. Moved December 30, 2006. Sold home, purchased home in
Cleveland suburb.

FINANCIAL STRENGTH

Pledged to protect the financial strength of the FCSU. With approval of the Board hired an In-
vestment Manager. As reported in Jednota, verified by outside accountants and actuaries, FCSU
reached historic records in assets, $392,154,941, and surplus, $31,064,811, as of 3-31-2018, despite
the worst world financial crisis since the Great Depression in 2007 and 2008. The Society RBC
(Risk Based Capital) is over 1000, significantly higher than most fraternals. These are increases
of $194,844,117 or 99% in assets and $19,709,217 or 174% in surplus since | took office in 2007.
Continue to offer competitive insurance and high annuity rates.

SLOVAK CATHOLIC HERITAGE
Honored our Slovak, Catholic heritage in many ways including, retaining and improving Jednota
newspaper including the Slovak section; participated in many Slovak functions, locally and nationally;
supported many Slovak and religious causes.
| personally visited many Districts, Branches and Slovak events across the country, many on
weekends. 2010 & 2014 Conventions were tributes to our Slovak heritage, as will the 2018.

JOINT VENTURES
Continue meetings and events with other Slovak fraternals to explore common ground for joint
ventures or “marriages”.

PROPERTIES
New memorial constructed in 2014. Fr. Furdek’s life-size statue is being re-bronzed and moved to
the Home Office.

OPERATIONS
Made many changes in operations - i.e. automatic premium payment, credit card acceptance,
updated website, streamlined application approval, etc. Expenses are controlled.

MEMBERSHIP

295 new independent agents; new illustration system to sell products. Continue to recruit, continue
to encourage recommenders. More agents will be added in planned, managed time frame. Instituted
email campaigns and enhanced website increased new visitor traffic, leveraged latest social media
tools like Facebook. Controlled, managed growth remains my goal. Financial strength attracts new
members and agents.

SUMMARY
Society is strong and my plan is to get stronger. | look forward to your support at the 2018 Conven-
tion.

“HONOR THE PAST - WORK FOR THE FUTURE”.
Z Bohom!
Fraternally,
Andrew M. Rajec
President

(Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.csu.com
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Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.,

Announces Intent to Seek Re-election

for National Vice President

[ am submitting to the delegates of the 51st Convention, my intentions
to run for re-election as your National Vice-President.

It has been an honor to serve in this capacity, with the responsibility of
overseeing the sales and marketing functions of our Society. |am proud
to say that I, together with our Executive Committee, dedicated home
office staff, hardworking field agents and top-notch recommenders have
garnered many achievements during the last four years.

Here is a synopsis:

Active Recruitment of Agents

You as delegates know that membership and premium income are
among the most important aspects of our Society. They are two of the
mainstays of the FCSU that will keep it strong — now and for many years
to come. That's why, as more of our recommenders reach retiring age
and as more states tighten their licensing requirements, we have put
into place proactive plans to offset any potential challenges to our fiscal
well-being. We are actively recruiting insurance agents to complement the existing 295 independent
agents representing us; and we have two in-house agents to help coordinate home office communica-
tions with the branches and to further strengthen our field resources, with a focus on recruiting and
overseeing agents and recommenders.

An Added Personal Commitment

In addition to my duties as your National Vice-President | am also the President of Jednota INC. |
hold a State of lllinois Insurance License and have continued to add my personal commitment to our
Society through my own sales efforts. During my tenures, | signed 241 new members with a face
value of insurance of $3,138,000.00. | brought in a total of $3,330,195.00 in annuities. | have also
set up and chaired 78 insurance/annuity seminars.

I, along with our Executive Committee, have set up informational booths every year at the Fest
in Wickliffe, Ohio; Kennywood Park; the Cleveland Slovak Radio Club; and the New Jersey Slovak
Festival.

On a local level, my Branch 40 in Streator, lllinois, has 740 members. We are very active; we do-
nate $750.00 in scholarships annually. In addition, we have given our local Catholic grade school (St.
Michael the Archangel) $1,000 each year and have done so for the past seven years.

Finally, my executive duties extend to a seat on the Finance Committee as well, where | have
worked diligently to help support our Society through the approval of new investments. | think you'll
agree that the investment strategy set forth over these past four years has yielded us tremendous
successes. Our assets rose to 395.9 million dollars and our surplus set a record of $30,782,846.00.
Risk Based Capital (RBC) for 2017 increased to 1,000 from 862 last year.

Our Society is going great and | look forward to keeping it strong and solid for years to come, with
your support for my re-election as Vice-President at the upcoming convention. Thank you!

Until Then -

Good Luck and God Bless!

Andrew R. Harcar Sr.

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.
National Vice-President

Kenneth A. Arendt

Announces His Intent to Seek Re-election
for Executive Secretary

For the past 24 years, it's been my privilege and honor to serve as
your Executive Secretary. | am now announcing my candidacy for re-
election to the office.

Throughout my tenure, I've worked hard toward the betterment of our
Society. Our 2017 annual results clearly speak to our sustained financial
security and new successes. Specifically, as a member of the Finance
Committee, I'm proud to report a record in assets of $395,957,087.00
at the end of 2017, an increase of over $59,525,000 or 17.7% since
2013. Our Society reached another record in surplus of $30,782,846
— the highest ever achieved by the First Catholic Slovak Union. This
represents an increase of $8,101,236 or 35.7% over the 2013 year end.

Serving on the Membership and Marketing Committee, I've focused
on effective product sales and promotions to increase premium and an-
nuity income, which I'm happy to report is $19,448,000 as of year-end
2017. We've added work with an outside local marketing firm to our in-house marketing team efforts
to leverage the latest social media to best advantage, including product and informational videos. We
launched an entirely new website, one designed to serve as a 24/7 resource for existing membership
and attract new members with a new community portal positioning us as information leaders. I've
directed the continual update of our computer systems to ensure that they meet and exceed all state
and NAIC requirements, as well.

In 2017, while encouraging our recommenders to obtain state insurance licenses, our marketing
firm began working on an interactive presentation for training seminars offered to branches/ districts.
Our expanded search for new independent insurance agents to sell our products has been success-
ful - including an email campaign with an open rate far above industry average. We are approaching
300 signed agents, and they now have access to our agent portal which allows them to view their
client’s accounts.

We are licensed in 27 states, and I'm in constant contact with all state Departments of Insurance
to ensure the FCSU is in compliance at all times, and regularly attend seminars to keep abreast of
current trends and pending state and NAIC regulations. We continue to meet all federal requirements.

Under my watch, we continue controlling operating expenses through procedural enhancements
like automatic premium payments and annuity check deposits, acceptance of credit cards for pre-
mium payments, annuity deposits, and loan payments.

Finally, | continue to investigate new and innovative ways to reach our members and attract new
ones. | meetin person with as many Jednotars and other fraternals as possible — representing the
Society at branch and district meetings and FCSU-sponsored seminars and attend the American
Fraternal Alliance Annual Convention.

My wife Theresa, our family, and | appreciate the trust you have placed in me as your Executive
Secretary. | respectfully ask for your vote so we may continue to build a strong future together.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Kenneth Arendt
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Michael C. Kristofik

Announces His Intent to Run
for National Vice President

Over a century ago, our founder, Father Stephan Furdek gave us his inspired vision of the F.C.S.U.
by summing up it nicely in the original charter signed in 1892: “The object and purpose for which the
said Corporation is formed is to improve the moral, mental and social conditions of its members or
their families in case of sickness or death, to uphold, preserve intact, and perpetuate the doctrines
of the Holy Roman Catholic Faith, to institute, establish and control subordinate branches in and
throughout the State of Ohio, the other States of the United States and the Dominion of Canada; to
have a lodge system with a ritualistic form of work and representative form of government; to establish
by assessment and dues, funds for the payment of sick, disability, and death benefits to members
and for the care, education and maintenance or the orphans of deceased members; the care and
maintenance of aged and infirm members of the Union.”

Our Society has remained strong throughout many challenges over the past 126 years, but now
perhaps faces its greatest threat. Are we to continue and GROW living up to Father Furdek’s vision
or do we abandon his vision and become a commercial company? In the President’s annual report
for 2017, he stated that we now have less than 50,000 members while a nearby graph shows that
we have been very aggressively adding to our surplus. Why? To what end? More surplus for fewer
members? That may be attractive for a commercial company, but it is a sign of serious trouble for a
tax-exempt fraternal society.

We have a critical need for a turn-around executive! For this reason, | announce my candidacy
for Vice President of the F.C.S.U. My goal is to reverse the trend of the past 50 years and increase
membership by putting the “fraternal” back in the F.C.S.U.! We will give our youth reasons to embrace
membership. We will institute a comprehensive marketing program. Past administrations worked
hard, but limited their efforts to advertising, not marketing. And there is a BIG difference. Our focus
must be on our chief product. And that product is our fraternal purpose.

| believe | am uniquely qualified to be that tur-around executive. | have been a member of the
F.C.S.U for over 60 years and have held many offices at the branch and district levels. | am a licensed
insurance agent obtaining my license while working as secretary to former President Joseph Kristofik
during most of his tenure. | have B.S. degrees in Electrical Engineering and Mathematics and an
MBA,; all from the University of Michigan. | am recently retired after 30 years with Chrysler having held
a variety of management positions and within many corporate cultures. My education and experience
in Business, Finance, Marketing and management give me the tools to take on today’s modern busi-
ness challenges.

To borrow from a familiar slogan: Let's Make the F.C.S.U. Great Again!

Michael C. Kristofik

Joe Senko
Announces His Intent to Run For National Treasurer

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND
Former FCSU Chairman of Auditors (1994 - 2006)
Certified Public Accountant
Certified Financial Planner
Personal Financial Specialist
Chartered Global Management Accountant
Bachelors degree in Accounting (Duquesne University)
Masters degree in Taxation (Robert Morris University)
Treasurer — Mt. Lebanon municipality
* Responsible for approximately 65 million

dollars in annual taxes

. Treasurer — Brothers Brother Foundation
+ 34th largest foundation in the U.S.

. Treasurer — Jednota Properties, Inc.

. During my career, | have served as president/chairman of Joe Senko
10 non-profit organizations

SLOVAK ACTIVITIES

Slovak Honorary Consul since 1997
. Friends of Slovakia (Washington, D.C.) — Chairman
. Western PA Slovak Cultural Association — Founder and Executive Director
+ One of the most active Slovak cultural organizations in the U.S.
. Western PA Slovak Day Association — Treasurer
. Tours to Slovakia — Arranged and conducted 14 tours for approximately 300 people
. Computers — Collected, refurbished and shipped 250 computers to 43 schools in Slovakia
. Medical Supplies — Collected and shipped over $40,000 worth of equipment
and supplies to Catholic nursing homes in Svidnik and Bratislava
. FCSU - Financial Secretary of Branch 254
. Member of the following Slovak fraternal societies: FCSU, FCSLA, LPSCU,
SCS, NSS
Slovak Catholic Federation — Life Member
Slovak League of America — Life Member
National Slovak Societies Heritage Museum — Former Vice President
Czechoslovak Nationality Room of University of Pittsburgh — Former Secretary
Jankola Library — Former Board Member
Dual citizenship — U.S. and Slovak

RELIGIOUS INVOLVEMENT

. Knights of Columbus — 4th Degree
. Serra Club — Past President

. Knights of the Holy Sepulchre

. Eucharistic Minister

RECOGNITION

Presidential Medal (from the government of Slovakia)

Slovak American of the Year (Slovak Embassy of U.S.)

Fraternalist of the Year (Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh)
Fraternalist of the Year (Ladies PA Slovak Catholic Union)

Distinguished Accounting Alumnus (Duquesne University account faculty)
Distinguished Service Award (PA Institute of CPA's, Pgh. Chapter)

PA Accounting Advocate of the Year (U.S. Small Business Administration)
Beta Gamma Sigma - National Business Honor Society

Beta Alpha Psi — National Accounting Honor Society

KNOW YOUR CANDIDATES

Joe Senko
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Francis E. Pipak, Jr., Esquire

Announces His Intent to Run for General Counsel

As a third generation member, | am providing this correspondence to
my fellow members as my official notice of my candidacy for General
Counsel of FCSU at the convention scheduled in August of 2018.

All four of my grandparents came to the United States in the early
1900s from Slovakia, from areas not far from Bratislava. As a third gen-
eration and 50 year member, | am active in Branch 199. | hope to be able
to help guide the future direction of the FCSU and to aid in the perpetua-
tion of the knowledge and customs of our ancestors.

Having graduated from St. Vincent College in Latrobe, PA, with a Bach-
elor of Arts in Economics, | proceeded to Duquesne University School
of Law graduating with a Juris Doctor Degree. Since 1989 | have been
a member of the firm of Pietragallo, Gordon, Alfano, Bosick & Raspanti,
LLP in Pittsburgh.

My current practice areas involve Risk Management in the representa-
tion of employers of all types including municipalities and public entities, private employers, public held
companies and various self-insured employers in a variety of business areas. | routinely represent
insurance carriers and third-party administrators on issues involving State Workers” Compensation,
State Occupational Disease, Federal Black Lung and Longshoremen and Harborworkers’ Compensa-
tion Act matters. | am a member of the American Bar Association and its Tort and Insurance Practice
Section and the Pennsylvania Bar Association Workers” Compensation Section. | am a past member
of the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s Workers’ Compensation Section Counsel and past member of
the Legislative Sub-Committee of that Council during a time when Act 57 was in the process of being
drafted to include amendments to the Workers’ Compensation Act. | am also a member of the Allegh-
eny County Bar Association and a past chair of the Workers’ Compensation Section. | speak regularly
to various professional groups on employer liability and workers’ compensation related topics.

| am a multiyear member of Best Lawyers in America and have been nominated in Super Lawyers.
| have an AV rating by Martindale-Hubbell.

With my broad experience in representation of a broad range of entities, | believe | am in a unique
position to carry out the duties of General Counsel of FCSU as defined by Bylaws Section 7.09. |
thank all who review this correspondence for your time and attention and | look forward to meeting
and working with the delegates at the upcoming convention.

Francis E. Pipak

Frances E. Pipak, Jr., Esquire

George F. Matta I1

Announces His Intent to Seek Re-Election

for National Treasurer

Fellow members of the FCSU, please accept this letter to announce
my candidacy for re-election as National Treasurer of our Fraternal. | was
honored to receive your endorsement at the last convention. | along with
many of my family members have been life-long members of the FCSU.
My wife Cathy and children Brad and Brittany are active members of
Branch 38 and the Pittsburgh District. | am committed to developing and
promoting programs that foster Slovak heritage throughout our Society.
It is important that our beliefs in religion, family and our Slovak traditions
always remain a part of our Society.

| would like to share with you my qualifications, including my educa-
tional and professional experience that makes me extremely qualified to
serve as the National Treasurer. | hold a BS in Business Administration
from Penn State University and a MBA from St Francis University. Cur-
rently, | am the Managing Partner of Government Services with Fusion George F. Matta l
Investment Group, LLC. Fusion is a privately owned asset management firm emphasizing a global
perspective to managing tactical strategies.

| have worked diligently the last four years to enhance the growth and financial stability of our
Society. As a member of the Finance Committee, | have worked with our Executive Team and our
professional investment manager to implement and adapt successful procedures that maintain annu-
ity premiums at current levels while maintaining a balanced portfolio. The Society shows a surplus
gain for 2017 of $2,683,450 (+9.5%), which created the highest level in the history of the Society at
$30,782,846. Maintaining and growing surplus is necessary to support and grow new business. The
Society has achieved a new record in assets for 2017 at $395,965,421, an increase of $13,574,040
over last year and a +12.67% gain over the last 3 years. The FCSU’s solvency rate as of December
31,2017, was over 107%, which is higher than many of the largest insurance companies in the United
States.

Over the last four years, | with the Executive Board have updated the Investment Policy Statement
to be in compliance. | have made recommendations to establish programs that create parameters that
will increase the return on investment income within our portfolio. | continue to seek ways to make
changes that decrease our investment expenses. | sought ways to ensure that financial matters are
disclosed in a transparent manner to our membership.

If re-elected, | plan on working to develop programs to look at new and innovative ways to attract
new members to invest with the FCSU. | will continue to aggressively market annuities while main-
taining the proper spread between credited rates and net investment income and implement effective
sales strategies.

My understanding of business practices, investment policies, investment procedures and invest-
ment philosophy makes me well rounded and equipped to serve the FCSU and to be your Treasurer.
| humbly ask for your vote of confidence to serve the FCSU and work with you as we develop a
financially strong and stable Society.

George F. Matta I
National Treasurer

Is your FCSU profile up to date?
Help us serve you by making sure we have all your latest in-
formation on file - address, phone, email, beneficiary

Call the Home Office and Update Your Profile Today at:
1-800-533-6682 (JEDNOTA)

Or go to http://www.fcsu.com/update-profile
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Gary J. Matta, Esquire

Announces His Intent to Seek Re-Election
for General Counsel

President Rajec, National Officers, Regional Directors, Members, and Delegates of the First Catho-
lic Slovak Union of the United States and Canada, please accept this letter as my official notification in
accordance with the First Catholic Slovak Union bylaws section 8.02 as my publication to announce
my intentions to seek reelection to the position of General Counsel of the First Catholic Slovak Union
of the United States and Canada.

Itis with extreme pleasure that | again contact all of you to announce my intent to seek reelection to
the position of General Counsel. As | began to create this publication as | had done on each previous
occasion of announcing my intention to seek reelection, | took the opportunity to reflect on my twelve
(12) years as General Counsel. During those twelve (1 2) years the Society has continued to grow
and prosper. The Board of Directors has worked tirelessly together as a team in the best interests
of the Society. | believe that I've assisted the Board of Directors and provided the appropriate legal
advice that has positioned the Society in its current favorable financial and fraternal status.

In addition to being General Counsel for the First Catholic Slovak Union, | also hold the position
of partner with the law firm of Dodaro, Matta and Cambest, P.C. My firm provides legal advice and
services to various public and private entities as well as individuals within Westem Pennsylvania.
Being a partner in my own firm provides me the abilities to service the First Catholic Slovak Union
when the need arises.

| am licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. | received my Juris Doctorate
Degree from Duquesne University School of Law. Duquesne University is located in the City of Pitts-
burgh and is one of the flagship Catholic universities in the nation. | received my undergraduate
degree from the University of Pittsburgh.

In the past | have served the Society in various positions at the branch and district levels including
President and Fraternal Activities Director.

In closing | would like to first thank the Delegates from the previous conventions for providing
me the honor and privilege to serve as your General Counsel. | would also like to thank our current
President, National Officers and Regional Directors for their cooperation and hard work over the past
twelve (12) years. | would ask the Delegates of the coming convention for their support and vote to
continue being your General Counsel. | can assure you that | will continue to strive to make the First
Catholic Slovak Union the best fraternal organization it can be.

Gary J. Matta, Esquire

General Counsel

Leonard Zilko

Announces His Intent to Run for

National Chairman of Auditors

| am announcing my candidacy for the office of National Chairman
of Auditors for the First Catholic Slovak Union of the United States and
Canada. | am well versed in all aspects and duties required for this po-
sition, having served as a National Auditor for the past four years. |
am a lifelong member of our Society, and currently serve as president of
Branch 228 in Lorain, OH, and president of the American Slovak Club in
Lorain. |also am active in other Slovak fraternals. | am an experienced,
organized, accounting professional who takes pride in my work and proj-
ect ownership. | have a proven record of working well as a key member
of a team to meet timeframes and manage concurrent and interactive
multiple tasks, including:

* Month End Closing/Journal Entries

* Inventory Control Leonard Zilko

*Year End Closing * Physical Inventory

* Analyzing GL Accounts * Standard Costs

* Project Accounting * Variance Analysis

* Cycle Counting * Standard Roll to New Costs

* Cash Management * Payroll

EXPERIENCE: First Catholic Slovak Union, Independence, OH

National Auditor 2014 - 2018

Robert Half, Accountemps: OM Group, Cleveland, OH
Accountant 10/04 - 10/08
Major clients included Bettcher LLP and Sparton Medical Systems

Lepley Farm Lines, Bellevue, OH

Accountant 2003

Family-owned Logistics Company. Operated 40 units primarily between Ohio and Florida. Twenty
units were company owned and twenty were owner-operators.

Lear-Romec Division of Crane Company, Elyria, OH
Cost Accounting Manager 1999-2002
Manufacturer of fluid handling devices for the commercial and government aerospace industry.

Fair Publishing House Inc., Norwalk, OH
Controller 1996-1999
Manufacturer and printer of county and state fair awards and supplies for the lower 48 states.

Self-Employed Public Accountant, Amherst, Ohio Public Accountant 1992-1996
Public accounting for small firms and individuals in the area surrounding Amherst, OH

Previous Professional Experience encompasses:

Controller, Bay Mechanical Corporation, Lorain, OH
Assistant Corporate Office Controller, Invacare, Elyria, OH
Accountant, Lorain Products Corporation, Lorain, OH
Collection Manager, Lorain National Bank

EDUCATION:

Bachelor of Arts, Accounting, Baldwin Wallace College
Associated Degree, Management, Lorain County Community College
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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:

President, Branch 228, First Catholic Slovak Union

President, American Slovak Club, Lorain, OH

President, United Slovak Society, Lorain, OH

Past President, Lake Erie Central Chapter, Institute of Management of Accountants
Past Member National Society of Accountants

Past Member Notary Association

Thank you for your consideration. | look forward to seeing you at the 51th Quadrennial Convention,
and | hope to win your vote.

Leonard Zilko
National Auditor

John J. Leskovyansky, Jr.

Announces His Intent to Seek Re-election
for National Auditor

Objective: Provide High levels of Professionalism, Objectivity, Professional Ethics, and CONFI-
DENTIALITY as one of the National Auditors. Continue to work as part of a team helping improve
the quality and depth of audits, rotating audit areas among the team members for a different look at
each area. Apply objective review of practices during audits while providing recommendations for the
improvement of the organization from prior knowledge and experience.

Education:

M.B.A., Accounting, March 1978:

Youngstown State University, 1975--1978. Graduate School, concentration in accounting.

Youngstown State University, 1973--1975, General business and accounting courses preparing for
the MBA program.

B.A., March 1973 Youngstown State University, 1967-1973. History Major; Political Science
Minor; extensive coursework in Psychology and Philosophy. Gamma Pi Chapter, Phi Kappa Tau
Fraternity.

Professional: Retired after over 30 years in governmental (over 26 years) sector and private, or
corporate accounting, finance, and management.

+ Completed various Auditor of State auditing and investment seminars including Commercial Pa-
per and Banker’s Acceptance; Treasurer of State continuing education investment classes.

+ Audit experience includes cash, loans, collateral, fixed assets, income and expense items, check-
ing and savings accounts, internal control reviews, embezzlement investigation, and consolidation of
affiliated bank year end income statements during audits of affiliated banks.

+ Adept at reading, interpreting, and applying local, state and federal statutory and regulatory laws,
codes, and rules.

* Experienced in analyzing financial and trend information, and financial forecasts; determine and
identify potential challenges; plan and recommend changes and alternative courses of action.

+ Performed City Administrator duties nearly four years in addition to responsibilities as Director of
Finance.

* Experienced in reviewing, analyzing, and negotiating contracts.

2007 - Present National Auditor, First Catholic Slovak Union

2011 -2014 Accountant/Budget Analyst, Portage County, Ohio, Department of Budget and
Financial Management, Ravenna, Ohio

2003-2009  Director of Finance, City Of Campbell, Campbell, Ohio

1986 — 2003 Project Accountant, Auditor of State of Ohio, Local Government Services
Division

1984 - 1985 Trust Operations Officer, Second National Bank, Warren, Ohio

1982 - 1984 Accounting Manager, Woods Of America, INC., Lordstown, Ohio

1979 - 1982 Cost, Budget, Warranty Analyst, E. W. Bliss Division, Gulf + Western
Manufacturing Co., Salem, Ohio

1978 - 1979 Staff Auditor, Internal Audit, Huntington Bankshares, Inc, Columbus, Ohio

Military Service: Enlisted in U.S. Army Reserves December 1969. Received an Honorable Dis-
charge after completing twenty-four qualifying retirement years of reserve service. Placed in Retired
Status effective April 21, 2009. Twelve years with a Petroleum Unit (six as Assistant Petroleum
Operations Sergeant / Unit Training NCO). Three and a half years as Battalion (8" SP Howitzer) S1
NCO, PAC (Personnel Action Center) Supervisor; responsible for soldiers’ personnel actions, strength
accounting, and battalion headquarters office administration and coordination. Five years in a Quar-
termaster Supply Company (Petroleum Platoon Sergeant, additional duties as Mobilization NCO and
Movement NCO). Instructor for two and one-half years with the 2077th USARF School and 84th Divi-
sion (Training), teaching Petroleum Supply Specialist and Motor Transport Operator (Truck Driver)
Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) Courses.

John Leskovyansky, Jr.
National Auditor

Raymond Lako

Announces His Intent to Seek Re-election

for National Auditor

| would like to, again, announce my candidacy for the office of auditor. | have served as an auditor
for the FCSU for the last twelve years.

My background includes a B.A. from Duquesne University, 30 years of employment with Norfolk-
Southern Corporation, 20 of which were in a supervisory capacity. In that position, | was responsible
for force management, inventory, and payroll. In addition, | audited safety and work procedures for
compliance with company and Federal regulations. | also served for eight years as Financial Sec-
retary for the Slovak Civic Federation, where | was responsible for preparing financial statements,
payroll, budget projections, and tax reports. | am currently in my third year as Treasurer for my com-
munity's Home Owners' Association.

An auditor has the responsibility of seeing that everyone does their job and insuring that the FCSU
is operating as you, the Convention delegates have prescribed. Auditors have the task of looking over
peoples’ shoulders and questioning what is being done. | have, for the last twelve years, done this for
the good of the FCSU. | performed my job with honesty and integrity and would like to continue to do
so for the next four years. On my own time and initiative, | was responsible for identifying errors on our
Organization's 990 documents that are filed with the IRS. These errors had escaped management,
our Board, and the external auditors, who thanked me for my diligence. Thank you for taking the time
to read my declaration of candidacy.

Raymond Lako
National Auditor
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FCSU 2018 GOLF TOURNAMENT INFORMATION SHEET

Deadline for entry forms is June 21

Deadlline for hotel reservations is June 21

Friday, July 20 -- Hospitality Night PUTTING CONTEST!
6-9PM At the Spike Bar 3 chances for $5
Cash Prize(s)

Hotel Information
Prices have been negotiated at the following hotel:

Hampton Inn & Suites Blairsville (35 Rooms)
62 Pine Ridge Rd.

Blairsville, PA 15717

724-459-5920

Room Rates: $116.00 + tax per night

** Cut off date June 21, 2018, for Group Rate**
** Mention FCSU Golf to receive the Group Rate **
Hotel check in time is 3 PM. Checkout time is 11 AM.

Saturday, July 21 - CHESTNUT RIDGE COURSE
7 AM Registration 8 AM Modified Shotgun Start

Responsible for your own food and Beverages throughout the day

Hole in One Contest and Skill Prizes

Mass begins at 5:00pm in Crystal Terrance Room of Hampton Inn

DINNER IS COMPLIMENTARY, HOWEVER, A RESERVATION IS REQUIRED

Buffet dinner at 6:30 PM in the Crystal Terrance Room of Hampton Inn
Bacon wrapped pork loin, flat iron steak with sweet whiskey sauce, vegetable medley, red bliss
potatoes, house salad, rolls and butter, chef’s choice dessert, Cash Bar
Door Prizes

Sunday, July 22 - TOM’S RUN COURSE
7:30 check =in 8 AM Modified Shotgun Start

Hole in One Contest and Skill Prizes

1PM CHESTNUT GARDENS PAVILION LUNCHEON

Sausage & peppers, 1/4 BBQ chicken, potato salad, coleslaw, cookies & brownies

Code of Conduct and Dress Code (per Chestnut Ridge Resort)

o Proper conduct is expected by players while on the golf course.

Players should adhere to cart path rules, replace divots, repair ball marks, and rake sand traps.

Unruly behavior, foul language, golf cart abuse, club throwing, and hitting into groups will not be tolerated.
Proper attire required. Collared shirts preferred. No cut off shorts.

Soft spikes are MANDATORY.

We are looking forward to a great fraternal weekend and hope that you can share it with us.
If you have any questions contact Rudy Ondrejco at (412) 421-7967 or rudy.ondrejco@gmail.com

Congratulations Branch 857’s
Nicole L Nasta

Congratulations to Nicole L Nasta, from Branch 857 Levittown PA, who received her
Associate of Science Degree in Mathematics from Bucks County Community College on
May 17, 2018. Nicole is currently serving as the Recording Secretary of Branch 857 and
will be attending the upcoming Convention as a branch delegate. She also participates
annually in the bowling and golf tournaments. Nicole is the daughter of Regional Director
Damian Nasta and his wife Peggy, sister of Supreme Court member Andrew Nasta and
the niece of our National Chaplain Fr. Thomas Nasta.

- Submitted by Damian Nasta, Region 2 Director

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2018

First Catholic Slovak Union

National Golf Tournament
Men’s And Women’s Official Rules and Regulations

1. The tournament is open to all members of the First Catholic Slovak Union (FCSU).

2. United States Golf Association (USGA) and host golf course rules will govern play.
Improve your lie anywhere, except for hazards. Out of bounds shot, drop where ball went
out and 1 stroke penalty

3. Handicaps will be determined as follows:

A. All golfers will compete as determined by handicap. The golfer’s first handicap will be
determined after he has completed 54 holes of play in the FCSU National Golf Tournament.
The handicap will be recalculated each year based on 54 holes of FCSU National Tourna-
ment play. From the latest 5 rounds, the highest and the lowest will be discarded and 90%
the average of the remainder will be the handicap assigned for the tournament. 90% of an
official USGA handicap may be substituted if a golfer does not have an FCSU Tournament
handicap. The maximum handicap will be 40 strokes for 18 holes.

B. Any golfer who has not completed 54 holes of tournament play in the FCSU National
Golf Tournament will be entered in a separate division using the FCSU version of the Cal-
laway scoring system.

C. Male golfers, competing in the 18-hole event, age 65 or over and with a handicap larger
than 10 may use the forward tees.

D. Any male golfer competing in the 9-hole event may hit from the forward tees.
4. Classifications:

A. A medal play champion will be determined in each of the following Divisions:
1. Men’s Aflight (0-10) 5. Women’s Flight

2. Men’s B flight (11-17) 6. Callaway Flight

3. Men’s C flight (17-30) 7. 9-hole Senior Flight

4. Men’s D flight (31 +)

B. Winners will be determined by low net score in each flight after
36 holes of medal play or18 holes of play in the senior flight..

5. The division between the men’s A-D flights may be adjusted to equalize the flights. A
second women'’s flight may be added if entries warrant such addition.

6. In case of tie for first place in any Flight, tie will be broken by match of cards using gross
score starting on #1 handicap hole followed by #2 handicap hole, #3 handicap hole and so
forth until the tie is broken.

7. All other ties will split the applicable prize money. (e.g., two people tied for second will
split second and third place prize money. Three people tied for second would split second,
third and fourth place prize money.)

8. The prize list will be determined by the tournament manager using the money contrib-
uted by the contestants and matching money contributed by the FCSU for all golfers. As
nearly as possible, there will be one prize for each four entries.

9. The tournament manager will schedule pairings. Both Saturday and Sunday schedules
will be e-mailed to participants prior to the tournament.

Entries absolutely close on June 21, 2018

February Meeting of Branch 716

Branch 716 held a February meeting for the election of Convention delegates. (L - R)

Standing: Vernonica Pacova, Joan Skrkon Jan Skrkon,Maria Bozekova and Father Rich-
ard Baker. Seated: Karol Vida, Henrietta Daitova, Andrej Sulak, Serafina Sulak, Eva Lysa-
kova, Nina Holy and Jan Lysak
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First Catholic Slovak Union
2018 National Golf Tournament
July 20 — 22, 2018
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Chestnut Ridge and Tom’s Run Golf Courses
Blairsville, PA

Deadline for Entry Forms is June 21, 2018

Hospitality) Sat. |Sunday| 9 Holes Branch
Night | Dinner | BBQ | Only* [Name IAddress Phone or E-Mail Number
X) X | X X)
1
2
3
4

*For women or seniors age 75+. 9-hole players must play together; no 18-hole player and 9-hole player foursomes allowed.

GOLFERS (fees are listed per person): NON-GOLFERS:
o ] Make Entry Fee Payable to:
18-Hole Players $97.00 Please Choose ALL that apply & indicate number attending FCSU Activities
i itality Ni Mail to:
9-Hole Players $50.00 Will atterl1d Hospitality Night FCSU Golf
. . $1100 Guest Dinners @ $50.00 234 Ilion St.
ournament Fee . : Pgh. PA 15207

Prize Fee $12.00 Will attend Sunday BBQ @ $15.00 g
Saturday Dinner $ 0.00 Whole Golf Package: $135.00
Sunday BBQ $15.00 Includes: 2 Rounds of 18 holes, Tournament Fee, Prize

Fee, Hospitality Night, Saturday Dinner, and Sunday BBQ

Room accommodations provided by
Hampton Inn & Suites Blairsville

62 Pine Ridge Rd.

Blairsville, PA 15717

724-459-5920

TOTAL INCLUDED WITH THIS FORM

Room Rates: $116 + tax per night - indicate you are with FCSU Golf

Check in time: 3 PM

Deadline for Reservations is June 21, 2018

Our Annual Golf Tournament will be held Friday, July 20, through Sunday, July 22, 2018. The Jednota sponsors the tournament Friday
through Sunday and a dinner Saturday evening.

This year we are looking for skill contest sponsors: (Longest Drive, Longest Putt, etc.)

Skill Contest Sponsor:

$100 — a sign will be placed on the hole where the skill contest will

occur with your Branch, District, or Region name.

Ifyou are interested in being a skill contest sponsor, please send the wording for your sign and

your check payable to “FCSU Activities” to:
Rudy Ondrejco
234 Ilion St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207

The deadline for sponsoring a hole is June 30, 2018.

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Fr. Ed Dougherty, M.M., The Christophers’ Board of Directors

Foster Friendship Despite Differences

Ata 2016 World Youth Day prayer vigil in Krakow, Poland, Pope
Francis told young people, “Today we adults need you to teach us,
like you are doing now, how to live with diversity, in dialogue, to ex-
perience multiculturalism not as a threat but an opportunity...Have
the courage to teach us that it is easier to build bridges than walls.”

It was the Jubilee Year of Mercy, and Francis lamented what
is too often an absence of mercy in public discourse today. He
implored young people to take a different approach, saying, “We
are not here to shout against anyone. We are not about to fight.
We do not want to destroy. We do not want to insult anyone. We
have no desire to conquer hatred with more hatred, violence with
more violence, terror with more terror.”

Avyear before the event, Francis had encouraged young people
to focus on performing one corporal work of mercy a month to
prepare for the gathering. It was an appropriate way to ready the
soul for such an important spiritual pilgrimage, and it is also a per-
fect way for each of us to cultivate the disposition needed for civil

discourse.

Francis’ call at World Youth Day for young Catholics to take the
lead in demonstrating how to relate to people from different back-
grounds and belief systems remains relevant, yet practicing civil
discourse under challenging circumstances is a constant struggle.
A first principle to remember when we have profound differences
with others is that it is not our job to convert people by winning ar-
guments that seem to be going nowhere. The Holy Spirit converts
people’s hearts. It is our job to give witness to the truth and plant
seeds of the Gospel's hopeful message wherever we can.

Christ said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are car-
rying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my bur-
den is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) And what a light burden it is to
realize we are not on our own in winning people to the truth. Christ
also said to the disciples, “If anyone will not welcome you or listen

to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that
house or town.” (Matthew 10:14)

One way to apply that principle to our own lives is to be willing
to agree to disagree with people when a confrontation is going
nowhere. This principle is particularly helpful in regard to petty
conflicts where it doesn't really matter in the greater scheme of
things who is right or wrong. But even in regard to larger matters,
we need to be willing to walk away from a conflict and ask the Holy
Spirit to work on people’s hearts. Agreeing to disagree even on
larger matters can facilitate friendships to remain intact despite
our differences, and sometimes the friendship we offer to people
and the good we do for them does more to plant those seeds of
hope in their lives than any argument we might present.

This truth is exemplified in Francis’ words to young people: “In
the face of evil, suffering and sin, the only response possible for a
disciple of Jesus is the gift of self, even of one’s own life, in imita-
tion of Christ; it is the attitude of service.”
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groups: the 12 — 18 age group and an over 18 age group.

Submit your photo in one of the following categories:
People
Nature or Environment
Travel or Destinations
FCSU Fraternal Activity

Judging will be done by an outside professional and all photos
will be returned.

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS!

Get your cameras ready! We are having a photography contest for all members. There will be two

From the Desk of the

Executive Secretary —

Holiday Hours

The FCSU Home Office and Jed-
nota Estates Office will be closed

For each category, the following prizes will be awarded.

$30 — Second Place
$20 — Third Place
An Overall Winner will be awarded $100

1. The photos have to be taken by the member submitting it
(no computer generated photos, other than digital ones).

$50 — First Place Mail your entry to: on Wednesday, July 4, 2018, in

Rules: postmarked by October 1, 2018.

Rudy Ondrejco observance of Independence Day.
Photo Contest

234 llion St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207

2. One Entry per Category

3. Any size photo up to 8” x 10”, unmounted, in black and white
or color is permitted. (No touched up or computer enhanced
photos permitted.)

4. Name, address, email address, Branch number, age, photo
category, and where the picture was taken should be
submitted on a separate sheet of paper. DO NOT MARK
BACK OF PICTURE

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.fcsu.com

A great source for the latest information about
our Society - and events in the greater
Slovak community.

FCSU Members Perform at July

Pierogi Fest near Chicago

THE WHITING PIEROGI FEST is a three-day “street festival” in Whiting, Indiana, located
about 20 minutes from Chicago, IL. Itis presented by the Whiting Robertsdale Chamber of
Commerce and has drawn over 250,000 visitors in recent years. The Pierogi Fest is held
the last full weekend in July, which means this year it runs July 27 - 29, 2018, from 11AM to
10PM (Central Time) on Friday and Saturday, and from 11AM to 5PM on Sunday.

Jam packed with street vendors selling food, drinks and fun novelty items like t-shirts, the
fest also features events like the Polka Dance Off, judged by Mr. Pierogi and Ms. Paczki.

Not only can you tap your toes to the live and pulsating music of polka bands each day, but
you can sit and watch the beautifully costumed young men and women from different Slovak
dance troupes —The Lucina Slovak Folk Ensemble from Cleveland, OH; Sari$an Slovak
Folk Ensemble from Detroit, MI; Veselica Slovak Folk Ensemble from Chicago, IL; and the
Vlychodna Slovak Dancers from Mississauga, Ontario. Many members of the dance troupes
are FCSU members, including their directors. Lucina is directed by Tom Ivanec, Branch 24,
SariSan is directed by Milan Straka, Branch 743; and Vychodna'’s Executive Vice President
of Cultural Events DuSan Dorich is a member of Branch 785.

The dancers perform from 2 — 4PM (Central Time) on Saturday and noon — 2PM on
Sunday.

For more information, visit the official Pierogi Fest website: www.pierogifest.net or call toll
free 1-800-659-0292

Branch 23’s Painting Party

Branch 23 held a painting class/party on Saturday, April 21, 2018, at the Venue of
Merging Arts (VOMA) in Johnstown, PA. Approximately 15 members attended, creating
designs representative of our Slovak heritage.

We learned about Slovak pottery and painted our own masterpieces on canvas or
plates, bowls and mugs. We shared food, drink and fun!

- Submitted by Marian Hockycko, Branch 23 President
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Alexander & Alice Dobrik Celebrate
60th Wedding Anniversary in June

June 7, 2018, marks the Diamond Anniver-
sary of Alexander and Alice Dobrik who were
married 60 years ago on that date at SS Cyril
and Method Church in Montreal, Quebec.

They raised two sons Stephen and Robert
and now have six grandchildren.

Alice is the president for Branch 784, and
Alex is the president of District 20, the Prince
Rastislav District.

Congratulations! We offer you all our Best
Wishes and pray that you receive many
Blessings from our Lord for years to come.

From your family, John and Anne Condik
and their families, and all your friends!

- Submitted by Adel Lashanik

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Dobrik

Come to the Annual Summer

Festival in Danville, PA, this July

The 45th annual Summer Festival, sponsored by the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius
in Danville, PA will be held on Saturday, July 14, 2018. Activities will begin at 10:30 a.m. and
last until 5:00 p.m.

The festival will feature a large Flea Market, a silent auction, home-made baked goods,
handcrafted items, a book store, Sisters’ artwork, and Religious articles. There will be a
variety of ethnic foods such as Holupky, Halusky and Potato Pancakes, as well as hot dogs,
hamburgers, ice cream and much more. There will be a variety of games for children and
adults plus special attractions like raffles, and bingo.

The Summer Festival has been a blessed opportunity for the Sisters to keep in touch with
former students, their parents, and family members; to reconnect with friends they've made
over the years, and to make new friends. The day never seems long enough for visiting with
friends old and new.

Bus parking is available. The Festival will take place rain or shine, and will close with a
Mass at 5:00 p.m. Tours of the Basilica of Saints Cyril and Methodius and of Jankola Library
will also be available.

For more information, please call: Sister Barbara Sable at: 570-275-3581, Ext. 302
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Photo courtesy of Daniel Cerny

Reflections on the Byzantine

Catholic Cathedral in Pittsburgh

Daniel Cerny

Recently, | came across the history of the Byzantine Catholic Cathedral St. John the Baptist
in Munhall, PA. This suburb of Pittsburgh is where the main church for US Byzantine Catho-
lics and their Metropolitan Church is located (history is available online at the cathedral web
page). The current cathedral church originated from a church built in the Homestead district
of Pittsburgh at the end of the 19th century. Its 100+-page history was penned by several
authors and is based on eyewitness accounts and meeting minutes of parish boards from the
past. Nicely done, the history includes some very interesting stories. One of them is about the
creation of the first parish board. However, the editor at the time in transcribing the pages indi-
cates only the ancient and not modern names of places of origin of the parish board members.
If someone would try to search these places, probably not even the famous searching engine
starting with G would be able to locate them. The names are mostly given in the vernacular,
and thus it is neither modern Slovak, nor Hungarian (the then official language). Also, some
of the places were renamed during the first Czecho-Slovakia (1918-1938). Anyhow, if we will
follow the indications and data given in the article, we will come to an interesting conclusion.

Out of 12 original members of the first parish board - created in 1896 - only one member
was from Galicia, the Western part of the present day Ukraine. All the other eleven members
were from villages in present-day Slovakia. One person was from a village, which the editor
or author names as Berehova, Saros county, corresponding to Becherov in historical Sari§
county, near the city of Bardejov. The remaining 10 members of the parish board were all
from the Slovak speaking villages of the former Zemplin county (Zemplén in Hungarian and
in the article). Three of them were from Miglesove, which is now Milhostov, near TrebiSov.
One was from Hardic, being the Zemplinské Hradiste, again in the vicinity of TrebiSov. An-
other man was from Ozorovco, being either Velké Ozorovce or Malé Ozorovce (based on
some research, probably Velké Ozorovce). Another member of the board was from the city of
Michalovce (Michlavova in the sketch). The remaining four were all from the Slovak villages
around the present-day town of Vranov nad Topfou. Namely, two people from Poshe, which
is PoSa. Another person from Hacove Dluhe, which we identify as DIhé KiCovo (based also
with the surname of the person), and yet another one from Vranaho Cemerdaho, which is
the present-day Vranov-Cemerné. Thus, ten out of twelve people were Byzantine Slovaks.
Indeed, a very interesting thing to note.

It is always a joy to find traces of the Slovak Byzantine Catholics, which were neglected
for so long. Of course, nowadays the majority of the faithful of Pittsburgh metropolia identify
themselves as Americans, still it is nice to know and important to share with them that they
do share in the Slovak heritage as well. On the other hand, also they do contribute to the
beauty and richness of the Slovak culture and heritage, when sharing it with their American
neighbors. The original Eparchy of Mukagevo, which is a mother church to all the Byzantine
Catholics, originating from the Union of UZhorod (1646) was always a multinational entity, as
testified already in the times before the Union itself by Bishop Sergius in 1604 who, himself
an ethnic Romanian testified that in his Eparchy the priests and monks were Rusyns, Roma-
nians, Slovaks and Serbians. The same is true also for the Byzantine Catholic Church in the
USA. ltis sure that further research will bring more bright light to shine on the history of the
Slovaks of the Byzantine rite in the USA.

May the Slovak Byzantine Catholics be proud of their famous past and may they rejoice in
their faith, which they preserve, wherever they are. Mnoho rokov!

About the Author

Daniel Cerny was born in Koice, Slovakia, in 1983. He received his PhD in 2014 from
the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome, with a doctoral thesis on The History of the Slovak
Greek Catholics in Canada before the creation of their own Eparchy. He continues writing in
his spare time, focusing on Slovaks and their diaspora, especially those of the Byzantine rite.
His articles have been published by the Slovak Academy of Sciences (Jan Stanislav Institute
of Slavistics), and can be found in numerous other publications and on web pages, both home
and abroad — most recently in the 2017 Slovakia, published annually by the Slovak League
in America.
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5 Fun Facts from Chewy
for Father’s Day

1 Man, he's old: Experts believe the word "dad” dates back to the 16 century.
2 Tied up: Neckties are the most popular gift for Father's Day.

3 Holiday stats: Father's Day is the fifth most popular card-sending holiday, with an
estimated $ 100 million in card sales.

4 Around the world: In Australia, the first Sunday of September is ob-

served as Father's Day, while Finnish people celebrate the holiday

on the second Sunday of November. In Thailand, Father's Day

is observed on Dec. 5. [Chewy’s note: for all my friends in the

FCSU, in good ol’ Slovakia like the US of A, it’s on the 3rd
Sunday of June. Just sayin’ © |

\ 5 A flowery holiday? Rose is the official flower for

Father's Day. Wearing a red rose signifies a living

father, while wearing a white one represents one
who has passed away.

. 4

Source: www.loveyoufather.com

St. Thomas A’ Becket Parish’s

Annual June Festival

St. Thomas A’ Becket's Parish Festival is a fun-filled event for the whole
family featuring a variety of music, live entertainment, delicious food,
baked goods, a flea market and more. St. Thomas A’ Becket's Parish Fes-
tival runs June 28 - June 30, 2018. The Parish is located at 139 Gill Hall
Road, Jefferson Hills, PA 15025.

The Festival Flea Market Pre-Sale will be held on Saturday, June 23,
2018, from 8:00AM to 2:00PM, and the Flea Market will reopen for the St.
Thomas A' Becket Festival days on June 28, 29, and 30.

Each evening of the festival features special entertainment and dinner

menus:

June 28, 2018 6:00PM - 11:00PM

“Sky Jump Lottery” at 7:00PM (Rain Date —June 29)
Musical performances by Shot of Soul from 7:00PM — 10:00PM
Dinner special includes Stuffed Cabbage Dinner

June 29, 2018 6:00PM - 11:00PM

Musical performances by The Soul Searchers from 7:00PM - 10:00PM
Dinner special includes Fish Fry and Pierogi Dinner

June 30, 2018 6:00PM - 11:00PM

Abilene Band and Gas House Annie (country music) from 7:00PM - 10:00PM
Dinner special includes BBQ %2 Chicken Dinner

Additional food items available every evening include: Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Kiel-
basa, Hot Sausage, French Fries, Pizza, Soft Pretzels, Homemade Donuts, Strawberry
Shortcake and Ice Cream. For more information, contact Gary Burcin, Festival Chair, at
1 -412-655-2885.

88th Annual
Slovak-American Day in July

Federated Slovak Societies 88th Annual Slovak-American Day which is Sunday, July 29,
2018, at Croatian Park in the Milwaukee area (9100 S 76th St, Franklin, WI 53132) start-
ing Holy Mass at noon. A cultural presentation featuring the Slovak Catholic Sokol Drillers,
Tatra Slovak Dancers will begin at 2 pm. Also new this year, we will have an international
renowned Fujara musician Bob Rychlik.

All Knights of Sts. Mary & Joseph Branch 89 members are invited.

Katherine Valent

Federated Slovak Societies of Milwaukee
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FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION 51st QUADRENNIAL CONVENTION
AUGUST 4-8,2018

TENTATIVE CONVENTION SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4, 2018
8:00 am — 5:00 pm

12:00 pm —4:00 pm

5:00 pm — 8:30 pm

6:30 pm —7:00 pm

7:15 pm — 10:00 pm

7:00 pm — 8:00 pm

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 2018
8:00 am — 4:00 pm

9:00 am — 11:00 am

11:00 am — 1:00 pm

1:15 pm —2:15pm

2:30 pm —3:30 pm

3:30 pm —4:30 pm

5:00 pm — 6:00 pm

6:00 pm — 10:00 pm

MONDAY., AUGUST 6., 2018
8:00 am — 4:00 pm

7:00 am — 9:00 am

7:30 am

9:00 am — 12:00 pm

12:00 pm — 1:00 pm

1:00 pm —4:00 pm

5:00 pm — 6:00 pm

6:00 pm —9:00 pm

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2018
8:00 am — 4:00 pm

7:00 am — 9:00 am

7:30 am

9:00 am — 12:00 pm

12:00 pm — 1:00 pm

1:00 pm —4:00 pm

6:00 pm —9:00 pm

7:30 pm

8:00 pm — 10:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2018
7:30 am

8:30 am (if needed)

11:00 am — 1:00 pm

1:00 pm — 3:00 pm

Registration (all day)

Slovak Tour of Cleveland (optional)

Dinner

Board Lolley the Trolley for Indians Game
Indians Game

Slovak video (for members not attending game)

Registration/Office

Opening of Convention

Brunch

Transportation to Mass

Mass at Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
Transportation to Hotel

Cocktail Reception

Dinner/Program

Registration/Office
Breakfast

Mass

Convention Session
Luncheon
Convention Session
Cocktail Reception
Dinner/Program

Registration/Office
Breakfast

Mass

Convention Session
Luncheon

Convention Session
Dinner

Board buses for Cruise
Goodtime Cruise

Mass

Convention Session
Farewell Brunch
Convention Closed

Board of Directors Meeting

Back by popular demand!

September 1, 2017 - August 31, 2018

Ist Year Premium Waived on
Juvenile Enrichment Plan (JEP)

FCSU FINANCIAL"™
6611 Rockside Rd, Suite 300
Independence, OH 44131
800-533-6682
Jfesu@fesu.com

www.fesu.com

1st year premium waived on $10,000
Term Insurance *

$14 annual premium
Premium never increases
Guaranteed convertibility at any time
up to age 25 (no medical examination
required)
College scholarships available
Free newspaper subscription
Youth activities
All applications must be
received in the Home Office
postmarked

by August 31, 2018.

*Higher amounts available - please contact your
Branch Officer or the Home Office
Standard underwriting applies.
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Jednota Crossword

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA

HOME OFFICE
6611 ROCKSIDE ROAD, SUITE 300
INDEPENDENCE, OHIO 44131
PHONE: 216-642-9406 * FAX: 216-642-4310

JUNE 22 - 23, 2018

The QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING of the Board of Directors of the First Catholic
Slovak Union of the United States and Canada will be held on

Friday, June 22, 2018 at 9:00 AM
Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 9:00 AM

All correspondence relative to the Quarterly Business Meeting of the Board of
Directors should be directed to the attention of the Executive Secretary, Kenneth
A. Arendst, and should be sent to the Home Office prior to June 15, 2018.

For any additional information contact the Home Office at (216) 642-9406 or (800)
JEDNOTA.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Andrew M. Rajec
National President

Sacred Heart
of Jesus

Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Pierced upon a cross.
Blood and water flowing:
To wash away our loss.

Now in glory glowing,
Shed your light Divine,
From Your heart Most Holy:
Be forever mine.

© 2018, George Kossik, Branch 584

JEDNOTA Publication Schedule for 2018

Issue Date Deadline to Receive
June 20 June 11
July 18 July 9
August 22 August 13
sept 19 sept 10
October 17 October 8
November 14 November 5
December 12 December 3

Puzzle
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1 2 3 4
14
17
20
26 |27 |28

48
56
59
62
Across Down 40 Record
. 41 Run-down hotel
1 Voting groups 1 Cold one 43 Wiretap
6 Coagulate 2 Dolly of Hello, 44 Scotland’s Firth
10 Dermatologist’s Dolly of
concern 3 Dentist’s request 45 Nebraska city
14 Make good on 4 Sugar source 46 Force back
15 Latvia’s capital 5 Kind of analysis 47 Twists out of
16 Kind of jet 6 Crunchy shape
17 Balances 7 Cheerful tune 50 Nobel Peace
18 Holly 8 Kind of arch Prize city
19 Harvard rival 9 State and federal 51 Family group
20 Vineyard worker charges 52 Pro
10 Draft horse —
22 SFurdy cart 11 Long for 53 Decrease
23 Sixth sense 2P & 54 River to Donegal
24 Makes right re-entree course Bay
26 Put one’s foot down 13 Deuce toppers 55 Exigency
29 Chess moves 21 Venomous snake
31 Some plant stickers 25 Chess pieces
32 Dockets 26 Positive
36 Land o’ blarney 27 Math subject,
37 Theater sections briefly i
38 Chills and fever 28 Decorative
39 Law phrases? 29 Molten rock
41 Armada 30 Pub offerings
42 Coftee shop order 31 — canfo
43 Sanctify (singing style)
. . 32 Blackjack, in
44 Dispense with Lond
47 Take to court oncon
.. 33 Matures
48 Doomsayer’s sign
34 Regrets
49 Yard adornment, at s
tim 35 Collector’s goal
o 37 Black or red
56 Engrossed cand
57 Catalina, e.g. Y
58 Wilkes- , Pa.
59 Mother of Helios
and Eos
60 Cat’s scratcher
61 Do penance
62 Country singer Tom

63
64

T
Millions of years
Rubbernecked

See Solution on Page 16
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7th Annual United Slovak Fraternals Men's T¢

Place Team Event Total Pins Total Place Singles Competition Total Pins
1 New and Abused 2773 | | Place  Doubles Partners Pins 1 Smith Vernon C. 836
2 Snake Eyes 2691 1 Lako Beattie 1526 2 Pesi George 834
3 Aren't you Glad you ain't Us 2681 2 Smith Pesi 1450 3 Krasonic John Jr. 760
4  Sucker Punch 2626 3 Silay Donovan 1428 4 Nasta Fr. Tom 747
5 The Have Nots 2624 4 Johnston Johnston 1416 5 Rausch David 729
6 Mon Valley #4 2600 5 Oswald Walzl 1402 6 Roberts John 729
7 The ATeam 2539 6 Tonkovich Szabo 1375 7 Newman Kyle 719
8 Mon Valley #11 2534 7 LaVelle Emory 1357 8 Emory Ed 709
9 Mon Valley #1 2531 8 Krasonic Krasonic 1355 9 Johnston Derek 701
10 Mon Valley #8 2528 9 Rice Lutes 1356 10 Grottenthaler  John 699
11 Mon Valley #7 2512 10 Walko Lako 1318 11 Kolecky Michael 692
12 Mon Valley #10 2464 11 Barron Bakaysza 1314 12 Lutes Don 689
13 Al's Angels 2462 12 Kapitan Zoldak 1313 13 Grys Greg 688
14 Dads & Sons 2448 13 Dorsch Lako 1294 14 Lako Ray 685
15  Going For It 2443 14 Grottenthaler ~ Silay 1288 15 Oswald Howard 684
16 Leather & Lace 2402 15 Kopanic Prpich 1284 16  Tokarsky John 681
17 Mon Valley #3 2364 16 Hensch Sinagra 1282 17 Sinagra Dave 679
18  Mon Valley #9 2361 17 Shick Kolecky 1278 18 Szabo Jim 676
19  Mon Valley #2 2335 18  Fedor Nasta 1273 18 Lako Mike 676
20 Mon Valley #5 2300 19 Christy Christy 1266 20 Bakaysza Nick 675
21  Levittown 2296 20  Burkhart Hickler 1262 21 Christy Dave Jr. 674
22 Oneida Services 2279 21 Simkovich Saul 1258 22 Schwab Randy 672
23 FBTE 2260 22 Henson Walzl 1256 23 Hensch Jeff 665
24 NSS #1 2243 23 Ragan Szabo 1251 24 Jursa Emil 660
25 Da Losers Enhanced 2182 23 Schwab Frolo 1251 24  Fine Dan 660
26 NSS #2 1981 23  Shank Shank 1251 26 Forma Ed 659

26 Hunt Hunt 1250 26 Christy Dave Sr. 659
27 Suhan Roebuck 1248 28 Blum Greg 657

Place Seniors Competition Total Pins 27 Kolecky Kolecky 1248 28 Smith David I. 657
1 Smith Vernon C. 836 29 Ashcraft Ashcraft 1241 30 Fedor Al 655
2 Krasonic John Jr. 760 30 Parnell Fine 1233 31 Kolecky Don Sr. 653
3 Nasta Fr. Tom 747 30 Smith Smith 1233 32 Silay Ron 647
4 Lako Ray 685 32 Forma Jursa 1228 33 LaVelle Matt 645
5 Szabo Jim 676 33 Bright Bright 1223 34 Kuvinka Eric 641
6 Bakaysza  Nick 675 34 Rice Lutes 1219 35 Tonkovich Rick 638
7 Jursa Emil 660 35 Barton Roberts 1217 36 Silay Tom 636
8 Forma Ed 659 36 Regan Mitro 1210 36 Donovan Dom 636
9 Fedor Al 655 37 Rausch Newman 1204 38 Barron Joe 630
10  Kolecky Don Sr. 653 38 Soose Oswald 1198 38 Kapitan Mike 628
11 Kuvinka Eric 641 39 Nasta Nasta 1178 40 Zoldak Milan 625
12 Kapitan Mike 628 40 Fine Bright 77 41 Beattie Jeff 624
13 Zoldak Milan 625 41 Tokarsky Ricciut 1164 42 Goga Nick 622
14 Beattie Jeff 624 41 Kuvinka Kuvinka 1164 42  Shank Clarence Sr. 622
15  Shank Clarence Sr. 622 43 Dunham Goga 1160 44  Ashcraft Harry 621
16  Prpich Jack Jr. 613 44 Tokarsky Grys 1158 45 Walko Danny 620
17  Krasonic John Sr. 608 45 Maximo Berestecky 1156 46  Hickler George 619
18  Kopanic Robert 605 46 Czarney Blum 1123 47 Dorsch Bill 617
19 Berestecky Fred T. 566 47  Carini Ashcraft 1119 48 Roebuck Wally 613
20 Barton Dave 558 48 Nasta Nasta 1034 48 Smith Justin 613
21 Johnston  Lynn 542 49 Payerchin Bolton 977 48 Prpich Jack Jr. 613
22 Shick Earl 540 51 Suhan Jon 612

52 Parnell Dwayne 609

53 Krasonic John Sr. 608

53 Kopanic Robert 605

. 55 Nasta Ed 602
E— 55  Simkovich Paul 602
= 57 Ashcraft Alan 597
L= 58 Rice David 595
= 59 Nasta Damian 592
= 59 Maximo Gwynn 592
= 61 Frolo Robert 590
=3 62 Saul James 581

= 63 Walzl Paul 580

= 64 Czarney Mike 572

= 64 Bright Rick 572
=4 66 Berestecky  Fred T. 566
o 67 Barton Dave 558
68 Shank James 553
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All Events Competition
Pesi George
Lako Ray
Dorsch Bill
Szabo Jim
Donovan Dom
Christy Dave Jr.
Johnston Derek
Bakaysza Nick
Smith Vernon C.
Roberts John
Nasta Fr. Tom
Krasonic John Jr.
Oswald Howard
Emory Ed
Kolecky Michael
Smith David .
Hickler George
Tonkovich Rick
LaVelle Matt
Saul James
Kapitan Mike
Kopanic Robert
Newman Kyle
Shank Clarence Sr.
Zoldak Milan
Silay Ron
Fine Dan
Silay Tom
Lako Mike
Walko Danny
Walzl Paul
Hensch Jeff
Suhan Jon
Forma Ed
Lutes Don
Tokarsky John
Rausch David
Grys Greg
Kuvinka Eric
Ashcraft Harry
Beattie Jeff
Barron Joe
Barton Dave
Smith Justin
Bright Rick
Fedor Al
Sinagra Dave
Johnston Lynn
Krasonic John Sr.
Schwab Randy
Christy Dave Sr.
Simkovich Paul
Jursa Emil
Roebuck Wally
Shick Earl
Ashcraft Alan
Prpich Jack Jr.
Goga Nick
Hunt Zach
Kolecky Don Sr.
Rice David
Parnell Dwayne
Frolo Robert
Shank James
Czarney Mike
Nasta Ed

Berestecky Fred T.
Payerchin John

Total Pins
2260
2132
2127
2099
2090
2082
2080
2074
2068
2060
2035
2031
2020
2018
2017
2016
1995
1993
1981
1974
1971
1969
1969
1966
1966
1959
1957
1946
1944
1942
1941
1940
1936
1936
1934
1927
1921
1910
1903
1903
1902
1885
1880
1879
1877
1875
1866
1864
1855
1854
1852
1839
1832
1827
1816
1814
1811
1797
1787
1779
1758
1754
1750
1716
1704
1688
1683
1505
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Place Singles Competition Cont.  Total Pins
69 Johnston Lynn 542
70  Shick Earl 540
71 Hunt Zach 510
72 Payerchin John 488
73 Migliore Ronald 437
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BRANCH 6 -
STREATOR, ILLINOIS

St. Stephen’s Society, Branch 06K, will hold its
semi-annual meeting on Sunday, July 29, 2018, at
1PM.  We will meet at Chix’s Restaurant, 621 E.
Main St., Streator, IL. Branch 06K will sponsor a
fraternal activity for its members on September 9,
2018, Sunday 2PM at Engle Lane Theatre, 1012
Columbus Road, Streator, IL. The members will
watch the comedy/drama On Golden Pond. If you
plan on attending, please call 815-822-8851 or 815-
672-1764 for tickets before August 31, 2018. We
look forward to you attending the semi-annual meet-
ing and branch-sponsored activity. We wish all the
members of the First Catholic Slovak Union a safe
and successful convention in Cleveland, OH.

Paul Chismar, Secretary

BRANCH 10 -
OLYPHANT, PENNSYLVANIA

St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 10, First
Catholic Slovak Union of Olyphant, Pennsylvania
invites Branch 10 members and their families to
attend the annual Mass for living and deceased
Branch 10 members on Sunday, June 24. The
11:00 a.m. Mass will be celebrated at St. Patrick’s
Church at Holy Cross Parish, Olyphant. Immediate-
ly following Mass, the semiannual business meeting
will be held at the parish’s Kelley Hall.

William Nalevanko, Secretary

BRANCH 19 -
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT

St. Joseph Society, Branch 19, Bridgeport, CT,
will hold its special semi-annual meeting on June
10, 2018, Sunday, in St. Cyril and Methodius Church
Hall, 79 Church Street, Bridgeport, CT. Mass will
be offered for Margaret Evancho at 8:30AM in the
church. Following the Mass, members are invited
to the church hall for our breakfast meeting. At this
meeting we will award our young members who
have reached their 16th birthday in 2017 with the
Margaret Evancho monetary award. This award
was established for Margaret to recognize the many
years she dedicated to the youth of the branch.

This year the award will be given to the following:

Roman Achille

Ryan Farrell

Maliya Lorys

Austin Philipp

Samantha Piroh

We hope our members will join us in this special
tribute to Margaret Evancho.

Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 9, 2018, at St. Cyril and Methodius Church
Hall.

We wish all the members of the First Catholic
Slovak Union a successful convention in August
2018.

Henry Zack, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 38 -
WHITE OAK, PENNSYLVANIA

Holy Trinity Society, Branch 38 will hold its annual
meeting on Monday, June 11, 2018, at 7:00 pm at
3409 Eisenhower Court, White Oak, PA15131. The
agenda will include officers’ reports and discussion
on the 2018 Convention as well as 2018 fraternal
social activities. All Branch 38 members are urged
to attend.

If anyone is interested in FCSU Annuities or Life
Insurance, please call Florence Matta at 412-466-
7460.

Logan Haselhoff, President
Florence Matta, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 40 -
STREATOR, ILLINOIS

The St. Clement Society, Branch 40, will hold its
semi-annual meeting on Sunday July 22nd at 2:00
P.M. at Chipper’s Grill, 1733 North Bloomington St.
Streator, IL. All members of Branch 40 are urged
to attend the meeting. Lunch will follow. Please
make reservations by calling (815) 672-6142 (Leave
a message) before July 18, 2018.

Theresa Graves, Secretary

BRANCH 75 -
SHAMOKIN, PENNSYLVANIA

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Soci-
ety, Branch 75KJ, will hold its semi-annual meeting
on Sunday, July 8, 2018, at 10:00AM at the resi-
dence of Financial Secretary Ronald M. Anderson,

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2018

BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

8 South Shamokin St., Shamokin, PA 17872-6028.
Agenda items will be those normally associated with
our semi-annual meeting. All interested members
should make an attempt to attend this meeting.
Ronald M. Anderson, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 112 -
MAHANOY CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 112 Mahanoy City will host a meeting and
family day on Monday, June 11, 2018 at Knoebels
Amusement Park in Elysburg, PA.

The branch meeting will begin at noon, the agen-
da will include officer's reports, the convention and
new business. Following the meeting members can
enjoy lunch and the family amusement park.

Please contact Karen Sterling at 570-640-1796
by June 4 if you plan to attend.

Karen Sterling, Secretary

BRANCH 162 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Wendelin Society, Branch 162, will hold
its quarterly meeting on Sunday, June 10, 2018, at
9:00AM at the Uniontown Country Club, 25 Bailey
Lane, Uniontown, PA, 15401.

Officers’ reports will be given, and upcoming
events and branch activities will be discussed. Any
further news regarding the 51st International Con-
vention in Cleveland, OH, will also be discussed.
Regional Director James Marmol will advise us of
activities from the Home Office.

All members and guests of Branch 162 are cor-
dially invited to attend the brunch meeting. Call for
reservations by June 4, 2018, to Dolores Marmol at
724-437-4983 as well as any changes for policies or
address changes.

Dolores Marmol, Secretary

BRANCH 181 -
UNITED, PENNSYLVANIA

All Branch 181 members are invited to the annual
family picnic to be held at Mammoth Park, Mam-
moth, PA on Sunday, June 24, 2018. *Please note
the picnic location is Pavilion #13 which is a change
from previous years. Registration begins at noon
and the picnic starts at 1:00 p.m. Each member is
asked to bring their favorite covered dish. Bever-
ages and main entrée will be provided by branch. A
branch meeting will be held directly after the picnic.
For more information or directions, please call 724-
547-0803.

Vicki Hricik, Secretary

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 200 extends a warm “welcome” to those
in the former Branch 280 who now hold membership
in Branch 200. We hope to see you at our meetings,
which are held the 1st Thursday of every month (ex-
cept June & July) in the upstairs Social Hall, 910 6th
Avenue, Ford City, PA 16226.

Our meeting schedule for the remainder of 2018
is as follows: Aug. 2nd, Sept. 6th, Oct. 4th, Nov 1st
with nomination of branch officers; and Dec. 6th with
election of branch officers

We look forward to your presence at the monthly
meetings directly following the BOD’s meeting at
7pm. If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact me by phone: 724-763-9229 or email:
vschaub123@gmail.com

Fraternally,

Vicki Schaub, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

The Slovak CU Club will be accepting scholar-
ship applications now through July 28th deadline.
To receive an application leave a message for Vicki
Schaub @ 724-763-9229 or pick one up @ the Club
located @ 910 6th Avenue, Ford City, PA, after
11:00AM. Anyone living in the Armstrong School
District may apply providing you have graduated
high school, are accepted to a college, university,
trade school, nursing program, etc. This must be the
1st time you are furthering your education beyond
high school. The Committee will review the appli-
cations and present them to the Board of Directors
@ the Thursday, August 2nd meeting. All applicants
will be notified via email.

Vicki Schaub, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 213 -
VALENCIA, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 213 will hold its semi-annual meeting on

Sunday, June 10, 2018, at 1:00PM at 2603 Eloquent

Lane, Valencia, PA. On the agenda: general branch

business. All members are encourage to attend.
Joseph Belechak, Secretary

BRANCH 228 -
LORAIN, OHIO

The St. John the Baptist/Holy Trinity Lodge,
Branch 228, holds meetings on the 3rd Monday
of each month except for the months of January,
February, July and August when no meetings are
held. All meetings begin at 7 P.M. and are held at
the American Slovak Club on 30th and Broadway
in Lorain, OH. Delicious food is served by Theresa
Arendt at the last meeting of each calendar quarter.
The branch will hold its annual election of officers
and bylaw review during each December meeting.
The exact date for this year's meeting for election of
branch officers is December 17, 2018. At that time,
we will also elect two (2) representatives to serve on
the American Slovak Club Board of Directors.

Please attend the branch meetings to stay in-
formed. Visit the websites for the FCSU at fcsu.com
and the Slovak Club at americanslovakclub.com for
an update on current activities. You will enjoy the
comradery.

Thomas B. Zuffa, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 290 -
RARITAN, NEW JERSEY
St. John the Baptist Branch 290 will hold a meet-
ing on July 6, 2018 starting at 6:30PM. We will
discuss the upcoming FCSU Convention and the
members that will be attending the Convention as
delegates. Please call Joe Minarovich at 732-469-
5256 as to the location of the meeting. Thank you.
Joseph F. Minarovich, President

BRANCH 313-
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Branch 313, St. John the Baptist, would like to
congratulate all of our members that have received
their 50 Year Pin recently. Bless you and thank you
greatly for your loyalty.
Jennifer Carlton, Financial
Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 367 -
FAIRCHANCE, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Society, Branch 367, will hold a meet-
ing on Sunday, July 8, 2018, at 2 PM for the del-
egates elected to the National Convention. Plans
for attending the convention will be discussed. The
meeting will be held at the home of Patty Speshock
11 Ash Street, Fairchance, PA 15436. All members
are also invited. Please call Patty Speshock at 724-
564-5764 if planning to attend.

Sincerely,

Kathryn Baranek, Secretary

BRANCH 401 -
EAST VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 401 will hold its semi-annual meeting on
Sunday July 8, 2018, at 1:30PM. Meeting location
will be the East Vandergrift Slovak Club, 304 McKin-
ley Ave., East Vandergrift, PA, 15629. A warm
welcome is extended to our new Br. 401 members
from the former Branches 600 (Leechburg) and 701
(North Vandergrift). Parking can be found along side
the club or across the street. On the agenda will be
Treasurer report and information update for the 51st
Quadrennial Convention of the FCSU of the US and
Canada being held in Cleveland, OH, August 4-8,
2018. Hors d'oeuvres and refreshments will be pro-
vided following the meeting. Please plan to attend
and help to brighten the legacy of our forefathers!

Peace and fellowship,

Patrick Froncek, Secretary

BRANCH 410 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

SS. Peter and Paul Society, Branch 410, will hold
a meeting on Thursday, June 7, 2018 at 1:30 PM at
the Highland House, 92 West Main Street, Union-
town, PA. All members of Branch 410 are invited to
attend.

Geraldine Buchheit, Secretary

BRANCH 484 -
CORAL, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Society, Branch 484, will hold its
semi-annual meeting on Sunday, June 24, 2018, at
2:00PM. It will be held at the home of Financial Sec-

retary Monica Rura, 819 Power Plant Road, Coral,
PA, 15731. The agenda will include discussion of
the upcoming National Convention, membership,
and scholarship recipients’ life insurance. Members
are welcome to participate.

Monica Rura, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 493 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary So-
ciety, Branch #493 in Chicago, will hold its Semi-
Annual Meeting and Summer Luncheon on Satur-
day, August 11, 2018. Location: Bohemian Crystal
Restaurant, 639 North Blackhawk Drive, Westmont,
IL 60559.

Attendees will gather at 1:30PM for a period of
fraternal fellowship with refreshments. The meeting
will start at 2:00PM. After the meeting, everyone will
enjoy a delicious meal courtesy of the branch. If you
plan to attend, please contact the branch Financial
Secretary at (502) 244-6643 or (773) 558-5956 by
Wednesday, August 8th so we can give an accurate
head count to the restaurant beforehand.

Robert T'apa'k Magruder,
Financial Secretary

BRANCH 553 -
AKRON, OHIO

St. John the Baptist Branch 553 invites all Branch
553 members to attend the 10 am Mass on June
24,2018, at the St. John the Baptist Parish, 1034
Brown St., Akron, Ohio 44301. The Mass is in honor
of St. John the Baptist Feast Day and all living and
deceased members of Branch 553. Our Chaplain,
Fr. Jared Orndorff will be a co-celebrant at the Mass.

NOTE: Following the Mass we will gather in the
St. John’s Social Hall to share a meal and music
with other Parish members. A covered dish or a
donation at the door of the Parish Hall will be ap-
preciated.

If you plan to attend this event please contact
Linda Hanko at 330-706-0151 (home), 330-690-
9611 (cell) or email me at lhanko@neo.rr.com. We
will have a designated seating area to fellowship to-
gether — head count needed to reserve tables.

June 30th is the Annual Kielbasa open at Mayfair
County Club. Log on the FCSU website; go to the
Events icon to see the flyer. Funds must be paid by
June 16th to reserve your spot.

Visit the Slovak J Club the 1st Wednesday of ev-
ery month to enjoy the BEST Spaghetti Dinner in
Akron.

Linda M. Hanko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 581 -
GARY-WHITING, INDIANA
The St. Michael the Archangel, Gary-Whiting
Branch 581, will hold its semi-annual meeting at the
Lake Park Restaurant, 7 East Old Ridge Rd., Ho-
bart, IN on Sunday, June 10, at 1 PM. The agenda
will include officers’ reports and the upcoming Na-
tional Convention in Cleveland, OH, August 4 - 8,
2018. Please RSVP to Ann Buczek, 947-2793 or
George Kelchak, 926-2410.
Ann Buczek, Secretary

BRANCH 628 -
MUNHALL, PENNSYLVANIA

A meeting of Branch 628, St. Michael Archangel,
will be held on Saturday, July 28, 2018 at 3:00 PM
at 141 Bellevue Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15235. The
agenda will include the future convention and an
update on our branch’s activities.

Sylvia J. Vehec, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 731-
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO
Branch 731 members will meet on June 24, 2018
atNoon. The meeting is being held at Saint Matth-
ias Church, 915 Cornell Street, Youngstown, Ohio.
Jim Bobby, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 738 -
WEST MIFFLIN, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 738 will be holding its semi-annual meet-
ing Tuesday, July 10, 2-18, at 6:30 pm. The meeting
will be held at 411 Oak Street West Mifflin, PA. The
meeting will include discussion about the upcoming
convention and to discuss transferring Branch 738.
All members encouraged to participate.

Patricia Guidish, Secretary/Treasurer
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT 6 - THE PITTSBURGH DISTRICT

Branch 2 will host the traditional district Fathers’ Day Brunch on Sunday, June 17 at Holy Trinity
Church in West Mifflin. Mass is at 9:30 with brunch to follow. A notice was emailed to all branches
where possible. Tickets are $13; children $7. RSVP by Monday, June 11 to Sue Ondrejco at sue.ondre-
jco@gmail.com or call 412-421-1204. Prices for the ad booklet are: full page $75, half page $40, quar-
ter page $25. Make checks payable to FCSU Pittsburgh District. Send ads and ticket fees to Sue at
234 llion Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15207. You must RSVP; NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR.

Sue Ondrejco will have tickets for Kennywood Slovak Day available on Fathers’ Day. Prices are $25
(under 55), $15 (55-69), $11 (70+). Make checks payable to W PA Slovak Day.

There will be a very brief business meeting at the Fathers’ Day brunch concerning district summer
events and the upcoming convention. Expect a district delegate meeting in June or July

Branch 38 will host the Fall Meeting at a date to be determined, probably after publication of the
2018 Steelers schedule.

As always, members are urged to check the Jednota for updates on FCSU business matters as
well as contests and tournaments. The April 11 issue has a list of requirements for branch stipends on
Page 17.

While we look forward to seeing everyone at the FCSU district meetings, remember there are many
other local Slovak events that also merit your attention:

** WPSCA monthly meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at 7 PM at the Mt Lebanon
Public Library: June 4 - the Pittsburgh Agreement. Meetings resume October 1 when Lisa Alzo will
be speaking on Slovak genealogy. Become a member of the WPSCA to get the newsletter listing all
of their events.

**100th Anniversary of the Pittsburgh Agreement: Senator John Heinz History Center — Thursday,
May 31, 2018 at 6 PM. Contact Joe Senko regarding tickets: jtsenko@aol.com or 412-531-2990.

** Slovak Day at Kennywood — Thursday, July 19, 2018. Get your tickets from Sue Ondrejco.

** Slovak Language Classes are held Tuesdays in spring and fall. Contact Bozena Hilko at bozi@
comcast.net. Fall classes are directed toward intermediate and advanced students. Spring classes are
for beginners. Children’s classes in the summer.

** Don't forget the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Radio Hour — 3-4 PM, Sunday’s — WPIT-AM 730.
The program is also streamed live at www.wpitam.com.

** The Western PA Slovak Radio Hour dinner dance will be on Sunday, September 16th this year
once again at Westwood Golf Club in Duguesne.

** You can follow the Pittsburgh Slovakians and the Western PA Slovak Cultural Association on
Facebook. The National Czech & Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar Rapids also has a Facebook
page. Check out your family’s hometown in Slovakia. Even a small village may have a Facebook page.

** Various Slovak programs and courses are available through the University of Pittsburgh Depart-
ment of Slavic Languages and Literatures. See www.slavic.pitt.edu

** |f you're interested in study abroad, Slovakia has a number of major universities; some have
programs taught in English. Check out www.slovakia.com/study-in-slovakia/

** The National Slovak Society Museum in McMurray PA is available to visitors Monday-Thursday
from 9-3. Contact Sue Ondrejco for information and reservations. See www.nsslife.org/Museum.php.
Plan a trip to see the animated, hand-carved Nativity.

** The CzechoSlovak Genealogical Society International will hold its next meeting in Nebraska in
2019. “Nasa Rodina,” their quarterly publication, has many interesting articles on Slovak history and
genealogy. See www.cgsi.org.

** FCSU insurance information and forms can be found at www.fcsu.com. Many interesting Slovak-
related links may be found at fcsu.com/resources.

If anyone knows of additional Slovak events in Western Pennsylvania that they wish to be included
in our district notice, they should email information to the secretary.

Fraternally,

Margaret A. Nasta, Secretary
manasta@verizon.net

DISTRICT 14 - REV JOSEPH L. KOSTIK DISTRICT
Reverend Joseph L. Kostik, District 14, Region 6, Youngstown, OH, will hold the first of its semi-an-
nual meetings on Tuesday, July 17,2018, at 6PM at St. Matthias Church, 915 Cornell Ave, Youngstown.
OH. We will be discussing the upcoming Slovak Fest in August and the 51st Quadrennial Convention
in Cleveland, OH. All delegates please make a point to attend. Thank you.
Grace Kavulic, Secretary

DISTRICT 19 —- MSGR. MICHAEL SHUBA DISTRICT

Join us on Sunday, July 8, 2018, for the annual Monsignor Michael Shuba District/Region 8 picnic.
Food — fun — music games for the kids, plus a performance by the Vychodna Dancers.

The event is located at Creditvale Park, 1720 Barbertown Rd, Mississauga 15m 6j2. Gates open
from 9AM to 7PM. Tickets: adults $10.00, students $5.00, children under 12 years free. Mass to be
celebrated at 11AM in the park.

Call Anne Mitro at 905-279-815 or Mike Kapitan at 416-621-1534 for any details. [Editor’s note: see
flyer below on this page for additional information].

Anne Mitro, Recording Secretary

ANNUAL PICNIC

w e e Sunday, July8,2018
oot W M o oo Creditvale Park, Mississauga

1720 Barbertown Road, Mississauga L5M 62

Gates ()pcn: 9:00am-7:00pm ||
Mass: 11:00 am Students 13-18: $5

For moreinfo call: Children Under 12: Free
Anne Mitro: 905-279-8154 oo e Food Available for purchase

Admission: $10

Creditview Ra.

PAGE 15

We Invite All Jednotars to Join Us!
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- Rest in Peace, Our Departed Members

/The First Catholic Slovak Union has a Mass said for each of our deceased members at St. Andrew Abbey in Cleveland, Ohio\

PAGE 16

Branch: Name
001K Bernice E Reardon
002K Michael J Lorinc
003P Bernard G Rebarchak
005P Joseph G Severnak
023K Stephanie Ann Boyles
040K Delfina R Baez
086K Josephine Vikartosky
122K Genevieve Lachmanek
173K Thomas Kavulich

Branch: Name
181K Cynthia Marie Kapura
200K Marcella Cayavec

200K Michael C Vojna
228K William J Sipkovsky
254K Stephen R Sandor
294K Michael Schwika
321P Joseph M Omasta
368K Elnora Zarenski
410K Thomas A Kopacko
450K Marjory Grabowski

OBITUARIES

THOMAS A. KOPACKO
BRANCH 410 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

Thomas A. Kopacko, age 83, passed
away on Monday, January 1, 2018, at this
residence in North Royalton, OH. He was
born on March 7, 1934 in Republic, PA, to
George and Helen (nee Kupets) Kopacko
(both deceased).

Thomas was the beloved husband of
Judith A. (nee Baughman), deceased, and
the dear brother of Joseph Kopacko, Helen
Stiner, and the following deceased: Edward
Kopacko, George Kopacko, Robert Ko-
packo, Andrew Kopacko, and Dorothy Solo-
mon. He was the beloved father of Thomas,
Theodore, and Diane; grandfather and great
great grandfather; and uncle to numerous
nieces and nephews.

Thomas was laid to rest next to his be-
loved wife Judith at Our Lady of Hope Cem-
etery in Southgate, MI.

ELIZABETH BARTEK
BRANCH 900 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO
Elizabeth Bartek, 92
of Rock Springs, WY,
passed away Tuesday,
July 11, 2017 at Sa-
geview Care Center.

She was born in Rock Springs on De-
cember 16, 1924, the daughter of William
Joseph Bartek Sr. and Elizabeth Klik Bartek
and step-mother Mary Copjan Bartek.

Ms. Bartek attended schools in Rock
Springs and was a 1943 graduate of Rock
Springs High School. She also attended
business-banking school. She was em-
ployed by North Side State Bank as a banker
for 57 years, and later retired January 2000.

Ms. Bartek was a member of the Holy
Spirit Catholic Community and was actively
involved with several church groups. She
was well known in the community, and
helped many people including Slavic immi-
grants.

Survivors include one brother Paul Bartek
of Orange, CA. She was preceded in death
by her parents William Joseph and Elizabeth
Bartek and step-mother Mary Bartek, three
brothers: Bill Bartek, Clarence Bartek and
Joseph Andrew Bartek.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
on July 19, 2017 at Saints Cyril & Methodius
Catholic Church, Wyoming. A vigil service
with rosary was recited on July 18, 2017
at the church. Interment was in the Rock
Springs Municipal Cemetery.

Answer to buzzie

Solution to Puzzle from page 11
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Branch: Name
484K Rudolph S Rura Sr
493K Lorraine M Brown
553K Michael S Hritsko
553K James R Lischak
553K Michael E Saloiye
571K Arthur C Coleman
580K Jeanne Trice McCracken
682K Joseph T Scavina
746K Thomas D Seaman
796K Aloysius J Makovsky

Branch: Name
831K Anthony C Kuniak
855K Mary Ann Strand
855K Mary Ann Surtz
856K Eileen Welkie
900K Elizabeth Bartek
900K Frank R Suchar
919K Clarence Decker
924K William D Fischer
924K Joseph D Lepore

*Processed through the month of May

Focus on Faith

Fr. Placid Pientek, OSB —
the oldest monk among the
700 monks of the American
Cassinese Congregation of
Benedictine monasteries —
passes into Eternal Life on

May 6, 2018
On May 6, 2018, our be-
loved senior community

member, Fr. Placid (Francis)
Pientek, OSB, died at 6: 10
AM, with the consolation of
the sacraments, from com-

and on September 23, 1944,
he was ordained by Bishop
Edward Hoban at St. John’s
Cathedral in Cleveland.

As a young priest Fr.
Placid energetically joined
the staff of Benedictine High
School as a teacher of Latin
and religion and as a tennis
and basketball coach. He
later served as the Athletic
Director from 1944 to 1950
during which time Chuck
Noll, later a four-time Super

plications after battling pneu-
monia at Regina Health Center in Richfield,
OH, where he had been in residence since
2013. On Wednesday, May 2, the communi-
ty of monks traveled to Regina and sang the
Regina Coeli and the Ultima at his bedside.
His funeral Mass was celebrated at the ab-
bey on Friday, May 11, preceded by a wake.

At the time of his death, Fr. Placid was the
oldest monk among the 700 monks of the
American Cassinese Congregation of Bene-
dictine monasteries being three months
shy of his 100th birthday. He was also the
longest professed monk (78 years and 9
months) and longest ordained (73 years and
9 months) in the congregation. He reached
the highest age of any member of our com-
munity in its 96 year history.

Fr. Placid’s long life began on July 26,
1918 when he was born to Slovak immigrant
parents in lower Manhattan in the shadow
of Wall Street. His parents were Ignatius
and Helen (Jakubjak) Pientek and he had
two brothers, Steve and Joseph and a sister
Helen Zajac (all deceased).

Although his home parish was St. John
Nepomucene Slovak Church, he began his
education at the historic St. Peter’s School
in lower Manhattan (founded in 1800).
When Monsignor Stephen Krasula opened
St. John Nepomucene School in 1926,
Francis Pientek was one of the first students
to register. It was Msgr. Krasula who later
suggested to him in eighth grade that he
consider attending Benedictine High School
that the Slovak Benedictine monks opened
in Cleveland in 1927.

Upon arriving as a boarding student in
Cleveland in 1932, Francis pursued his in-
tellectual and athletic challenges with vigor
and success; and after graduation, he began
preparations for entering the Benedictine or-
der by attending St. Procopius Benedictine
College in Lisle, IL. He formally entered the
community of Saint Andrew Abbey in 1938
and was sent for novitiate training to Saint
Benedict's Abbey in Atchison, KS, where
his novice master was the noted Benedic-
tine spiritual writer Fr. Bernard Sause, OSB.
Francis received the religious name of Plac-
id, which was the name of one of the first
two disciples of Saint Benedict. Fr. Placid
professed his first vows on July 11, 1939

Bowl championship coach for the Pittsburgh
Steelers, played football at Benedictine.

At the call of the late Abbot Theodore
Kojis, OSB, Fr. Placid traveled to Rome in
1952 where he studied for two years at the
Monastic Institute of the International Bene-
dictine College of Sant’ Anselmo. When he
returned to Cleveland, he was named the
novice master of the abbey directing men
in their first year of formation as monks in-
cluding Bishop Roger Gries, OSB, auxiliary
bishop emeritus of the Diocese of Cleveland
and former abbot of Saint Andrew Abbey.

In the early 1960’s, Abbot Theodore again
summoned Fr. Placid to new responsibilities
as head of a successful capital campaign.
Fr. Placid was then named treasurer of
Benedictine High School in 1964, a position
he would hold for most of the next 18 years.
His only interruption came when his good
friend, Fr. Jerome Koval, OSB, was elected
as the third abbot of Saint Andrew Abbey in
1966 and asked Fr. Placid to serve as his
prior for two years. From 1972 to 1982, Fr.
Placid actually directed the finances of both
the high school and the monastery, positions
formerly held by two separate treasurers.
He remained as the abbey treasurer through
a second successful capital campaign.

During his retirement, Fr. Placid kept busy
assisting his three successors as abbey
treasurer: Fr. Gary Hoover, OSB (who is our
current abbot) and Fr. Albert Marflak, OSB
and Brother Theodore Girard, OSB, both
of whom preceded him in death. Fr. Placid
was always conscientious about represent-
ing the abbey at funerals of benefactors and
visiting sick alumni, friends, and clergy in the
hospital. He was a member of many Slovak
fraternal organizations —including Branch
24 of the First Catholic Slovak Union - and
faithfully attended their conventions and
meetings.

May the long line of monks, alumni,
benefactors and friends whose lives were
touched by Fr. Placid in his many roles of
apostolic service in this world, now welcome
him to Eternal Life where he will not be dis-
appointed in the hope of Christ's promises
to which he totally gave his long life.

- Submitted by Abbot Gary Hoover,
0SB, St. Andrew Abbey, Cleveland, OH
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UTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2013

HOME OFFICE, INDEPENDENCE, OHIO

OPEN MEETING:
President Andrew Rajec opened the meeting at 9:00 AM and asked Vice President Andrew
Harcar, Sr., to lead the prayer.

ROLL CALL:
Members attending: Andrew M. Rajec, President
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President
George F. Matta Il, Treasurer, via teleconference
Henry Hassay, Board of Director (by invitation of the President)

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MARCH MEETING MINUTES:

The Executive Secretary presented the minutes of the March 2018 Executive Committee
Meeting. A motion was made by George F. Matta Il, and seconded by Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., to ac-
cept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer and the Executive Secretary gave a full written report on the investment
update and answered the Committee’s questions.

The Treasurer led a review of potential new investment opportunities.

AQS MANAGEMENT, INC.:

Larry White, representing AQS Management, Inc., presented an extensive Investment
Portfolio Transaction Report by telephone and WebEx to the Executive Committee. Each member of
the Committee received a copy of the presentation in advance for his review. Following the report,
Mr. White answered the Committee’s questions.

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW:
Annuity Rates:

The President led a review of the current annuity rates. It was decided the rates remain the
same and be reviewed at the next Executive Committee meeting in May.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT:
Investment Updates

The Executive Secretary and Treasurer submitted a written report to the Executive Com-
mittee on the investments and transactions with the Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB), UBS, MAI
Fund, and Clutterbuck Fund. Following the report, the Executive Secretary answered the Executive
Committee’s questions and the Committee discussed the reports.

Portfolio Review
The Executive Secretary updated the Executive Committee on the report from our portfolio custodian,
Key Bank, found everything in order, and answered the Committee’s questions.

Mortgages and Overdue Mortgages
The Executive Secretary presented the report for the month of March for the Committee’s
review and answered their questions.

Monthly Disbursements
The Executive Secretary reported that the following disbursements were incurred and paid
during the month of March:

Disbursements for the month of March 2018:

Death Benefits & Accumulations $ 315548.04
Cash Withdrawals & Accumulations $ 52,338.47
Matured Endowments & Accumulations $ 0.00
Trust Fund $ 0.00

The Executive Secretary also presented the Membership and Annuity Report. The Execu-
tive Committee reviewed the remainder of the disbursements and the Executive Secretary answered
all questions.

SALES AND MARKETING:

The Vice President gave a production report on our agents. He stated we are still recruiting
and adding new agents, and at present have 295 agents. The Home Office is sending the indepen-
dent agents monthly updates on our products. The independent agents are also in frequent contact
with Andrew P. Rajec, Director of Independent Agents. Agents now produce over 70% of annuity
sales. The Home Office has started an email campaign to recruit agents in the states we are licensed
in.

The Vice President stated he is in the process of setting up training seminars and is encouraging
branches and districts to contact him for available dates.

The Executive Secretary stated that our outside marketing firm is working on updating our presenta-
tions and reviewing all our marketing material.

The Executive Committee decided to continue the first year free on the JEP program until August 31,
2018.

CONVENTION:

The Executive Secretary stated that the Home Office is receiving Delegate forms for the Convention
and they are in the process of being certified. There are several branches who sent in their delegate
forms late according to Bylaw 11.03(c) and are considered invalid.

The Executive Secretary stated that the first Delegate packet with information regarding hotel reg-
istration, parking and events will be sent out in May. A second Delegate packet with bylaw changes
and the agenda will be sent out in July.

REQUESTS FOR ADS AND DONATIONS:
Requests for donations and ads were reviewed and acted upon.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Kenneth A. Arendt and
seconded by George F. Matta Il to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Vice President Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., closed the meeting with prayer.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Andrew M. Rajec
President

Message from the President

continued from page 1

If an organization can give a positive answer to these two questions, then the fact of Slovak kinship
may be considered. It is a bonus.

| can confidently say, and our financial results prove, that we are doing the job. | know many of you
remember less than twenty five years ago when our surplus was less than $3 million and our assets
only $100 million. Our Executive Committee with the support of the Board of Directors, has operated
under the guideline that we must be a solid financial organization in order to provide fraternal benefits
for our Members. We control expenses. We invest wisely. Our expense ratio is one of the lowest of
all fraternals. We also continually review and adjust our investment programs as well as review and
improve our marketing program.

Turning around the trend of slowly declining membership is a task that | take very seriously and is
being addressed, however, as we all know, there is no magic bullet. Our current Members are a large
part of the solution.

Incidentally, this trend has been going on for over 40 years in our Society. Almost all the ethnic
fraternals, and | include our other Slovak fraternals, are facing the same issues.

A very few people falsely claim that the Society is doing nothing. Unfortunately, some of these
same people have done nothing themselves for their own Branch or local Slovak parish for years.

We recognize the future and have taken and continue to take positive actions to improve the First
Catholic Slovak Union of the United States and Canada. Some actions go relatively unnoticed, i.e. the
dramatic improvements we made in obtaining medical information for insurance applicants through
our new blood testing procedures, the changes we made in the content of our own Jednota, enlisting
over 290 independent agents to sell for the FCSU while at the same time retaining our valued Recom-
menders, or having a program to contact and help local Officers to revive their Branches or help them
to merge with nearby Branches if possible, etc. The list could go on and on. We have enhanced and
updated our website. We will use social media to expand our marketing. We will use social media to
expand our marketing presence. Social media presence is important but not a panacea. We have a
brand, “Jednota”, and we will continue to expand on it. Our current Members are our best salesmen.
Positive word of mouth is like gold. Likewise, efforts by a few to harass and discredit our Society and
its Officers do nothing to improve the Society, its goals and its fraternalism. We have built the Society
during the past decade with dedication and cooperation.

Afew people claim they have all or most of the answers to solve all our membership issues. They
have very simplistic answers to very complex issues. Do they suggest we change the ideals of our
Society?

How do we maintain our Slovak, Catholic identity, ideals and culture in a challenging world?

| have researched these issues and have worked with and are working with our actuaries, asset
manager and others, including our Members, to implement solutions. We have also held discussions
with other Slovak fraternals regarding our common issues, including membership, and possible stra-
tegic actions.

Just having a fancy marketing slogan does not guarantee success. Remember the “NEW COKE™?

Our Management Team has addressed these issues and are continually addressing more as we
proceed. We want managed, profitable growth for our Society while preserving our Slovak Catholic
heritage and providing excellent and very competitive insurance and annuity products to our Mem-
bers.

Just a short update on the 2018 Convention. Look for more detailed information and planning in
the upcoming Jednota issues or on our website www.fcsu.com. We plan a productive and enjoyable
Convention.

Z Bohom!
Fraternally,

Andrew M. Rajec
National President
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Statement as of March 31,2018 of the FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA & CANADA
ASSETS

Current Statement Date

Assets

2

Nonadmitted
Assets

3

Net Admitted

A
(Col

ssets
s.1-2)

4

December 31
Prior Year Net
Admitted Assets

© © N o

1.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.1
18.2

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.

Stocks:
2.1 Preferred STOCKS. ......cviieieicicscnse st
2.2 COMMON SEOCKS. ....ceuvrreiiieesirsenseeiesse s eessss bbb
Mortgage loans on real estate:

3.1

3.2 Other than firSt IENS........cciiiec e

FIESE IBINS. ..ottt sttt sttt st s et e s se st b s et ebesn e

Real estate:

4.1 Properties occupied by the company (less §.......... 0

ENCUMDIANCES)....vuvvvrieiiieeietsiets et et see bbbttt sns bbbt

4.2  Properties held for the production of income (less §.......... 0

ENCUMDIANCES). .. eevrieeceeer et eesesses e ses s st s s ses st ses s ees et es st neeens

4.3  Properties held for sale (less §.......... 0 encuUMbBrances).......ccovveeeveeivieceeeeeeeeeens

Securities lending reinvested collateral @SSEtS.........co v
Aggregate write-ins for iNVeSted @SSELS.........ccccucveiuiieiveeeceee e
Subtotals, cash and invested assets (LINES 110 11).....cucvvvieiiieiceeee e
Title plants less §.......... 0 charged off (for Title INSUrErs ONly)......cooeovverrreerrienrienssereesireenns
Investment income due and aCCTUEM...........c..cumririiniieieeresee e
Premiums and considerations:

15.1
15.2

Uncollected premiums and agents' balances in the course of collection.......................

Deferred premiums, agents' balances and installments booked but deferred
and not yet due (including §.......... 0 earned but unbilled premiums)...........ccccceevererrrnes

15.3 Accrued retrospective premiums ($.......... 0) and contracts subject to

redetermination ($.......... 0) ittt
Reinsurance:
16.1 Amounts recoverable from rEINSUTETS. ... sseees
16.2 Funds held by or deposited with reinsured companies...........cccoeeeeeericireeereneeeeccnenan,
16.3 Other amounts receivable under reinSurance CONTAaCtS..........cuvereereereereeeneereernesneeneenns
Amounts receivable relating to uninsured plans...........ccceeeeeeeccccce e
Current federal and foreign income tax recoverable and interest thereon............cccccoveeencnenen.
Net deferred taX @SSEL........c v
Guaranty funds receivable or 0N AEPOSIL...........cccvvvvcreeeeeee e
Electronic data processing equipment and SOftWare...............ccoeevveeeveiiececeeeeee e
Furniture and equipment, including health care delivery assets ($.......... 1) PO
Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign exchange rates...........coccoceevevrvennnnns
Receivables from parent, subsidiaries and affiliates...........cccccovvvieeivecceeeiceeeeeeens
Health care (§.......... 0) and other amounts receivable............cccovuerrerneeieressssseeeines
Aggregate write-ins for other than invested assets...........cccvivvcieeieieceee e,

Total assets excluding Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected
Cell Accounts (LINeS 12 through 25)........c.ceviieeiiiiieeeeeeeete e

From Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected Cell Accounts.......................

Total (LINES 26 @NA 27).....cuceeveeeeieeic ettt sttt

................ 348,508,181

....................... 394,262

.................... 1,026,939
....................... 779,196

.................. 25,479,652
.................... 1,073,510

................ 348,508,181

....................... 394,262

.................... 1,026,939
....................... 779,196

.................. 25,479,652
.................... 1,073,510

................ 348,541,005

....................... 401,326

.................... 1,045,630
....................... 779,196

.................. 30,811,526
.................... 1,094,955
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Statement as of March 31, 2018 of the FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND CANADA

LIABILITIES, SURPLUS AND OTHER FUNDS

Cur1rent Decerr?ber 31
Statement Date Prior Year

1. Aggregate reserve for life contracts (including §........... 0 MOOCO RESEIVE).......ooovvirieriiissisissssiisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss | snssssssssssssssassssens 314,007,400 |.....cooevvrirreerrinns 313,139,204
2. Aggregate reserve for accident and health contracts (including §.......... 0 MOOCO RESEIVE).......ooouivviresisessissessissssiissssisssssssiens | sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss | sessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns
3. Liability for deposit-type contracts (including §.......... 0 MOACO RESEIVE).......cvvverieecriicsississsissssissssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssenns | sesssssssssssssnsssannns 34,436,053 | oovvoernne 39,687,240
4. Contract claims:

B0 LiBuirvitisersseeseses sttt | ennsss et e 300,000 | oo 300,000

4.2 ACCIBNT AN NEAIN........ovvooeveerrriieereiescs s st s | isness s s s s s s st nenss | Hesssenns s s
5. REfUNAS QUE NG UNPAIG.........courrvereeriissersissersssisesssssssssssesssssssss st st s | S48t s s s s s st s st ns | snsssssnns s s st
6.  Provisions for refunds payable in following calendar year - estimated amounts:

6.1 ApPOrtONEd fOr PAYMENL..........cvvvceiiceri s bbbt sssssssns | ansssssisssss s 400,000 | .voovrvreecrrieeeriiane, 400,000

8.2 NOLYELAPPOMIONEU. ....oocviiicic bbb bbbttt | sbbnssessssnsssens s s aenssnsssenssnnses | snsbinsssesssensssens s s s bbb eees
7. Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health contracts received in advance less §.......... 0

discount; including §.......... 0 accident and ealth PrEMIUMS..........ccovvrvverriicsiess st sssssssssesssssnsses | ssssssssssssssnssssnssssnnsses 53,842 | oo 61,288
8. Certificate and contract liabilities not included elsewhere:

8.1 Surrender values 0N CANCEIEA CONTTACES. ..........cvvvvrruurrreisssiersssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssss s sssss s sss s ss s st | sbsss s s s st s s s s st nnnss | arsssssssnnsss s st s

8.2 Other amounts payable on reinsurance including §.......... 0 assumed and §.......... 0 CBUB.......ooooeeeessvsvesssseeeee sy | eessssssisssssssssssssssssssssesssssssnns | eessssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssens

8.3 Interest maintenANCe IESEIVE (IMR).........cccvviiiireiiecrisee ettt s st sssenss | sbssssssssssssssssnnssans 1,336,505 | ooovvrriiniis 1,128,886
9. Commissions to fieldworkers due or accrued - life and annuity contracts §.......... 0, accident and health §.......... 0

and deposit-type contract funds §.......... 0.ttt | enesse s 17,966 | covooevvecrieneriiesriieenns 23,126
10.  Commissions and expense allowances payable On reiNSUFANCE @SSUME............vvuuuuevirrmesviimnssssssessssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss | sesssssassssssnssssssssssssssssssssssssnns. | sosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsses
11, General eXPENSES QUE OF ACCTUBH............vvvuerrieurriesesiissssi s ssesssssesss st ss s ssssss e ss s s s st s s st s st sssnnssnnns | sussessssnssssensssanssssness 102471 | o, 62,102
12.  Transfers to Separate Accounts due or accrued (net) (including §.......... 0 accrued for expense allowances

FECOGNIZEM IN TESEIVES)......vvveeevvrseesssssesssssessssssesss s ssss s st bbbt ens | eess bbb s nesss | sbtssessssssesss st s
13, Taxes, lCenses and fEES AUE OF ACCTUBH..........rvvvermurrriesminrssesssseesssssssssssssss s ssss sttt | sissssessssssssnnssssssssnnnes (L 0 72 18,072
14, UNEAMEA INVESIMENTINCOME. ...vvvverversserrerssreessssnseesssssesssssssssssessssssssssssssssss st sess s8R | anessEsnes s s s s snnns s nnsstns. | nesssssnnsssssnns st ss s s s
15, Amounts withheld or retained by SOCiety @S aENt OF frUSLEE..........cvvuirrviirrrierrcsssc s ssssssnenss | ssssssssssssssssssssnnssens 0,227,912 | coovvveerrrreerii, 6,190,944
16. Amounts held for fieldworkers' account, including §........... 0 fieldWOrkers' Credit DAIANCES..........oc.cc i | e sssinss | sosssesssesss st ssans
17, Remittances and items NOL IIOCAIEA. ..........covvurriereieees st | ansss s s s s s st s s st sssssins | ensssssnsssss st s s
18.  Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign EXChANGE FALES............rrviicriisces s sssssssssssis | ssssisessssssssssssssssesssens O 9,511
19.  Liability for benefits for employees and fieldwWorkers if Ot INCIUABA ADOVE...............rvververriecseecssss s essissssssssessssssssis | ssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses | eossssiesssnsssssssssssssasssssssssnnss
20.  Borrowed money §.......... 0 and interest thereon §.......... 0ot Rt esss | srnessss s es s ssssseens | seeeesss st
21, Miscellaneous liabilities:

21,1 ASSEE VAIUBTION TESEIVE. ...ouivveveitisissss sttt b bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbttt nstbns | dbenssnsssesssnss st 2,882,358 | ..o, 2,913,033

21.2 Reinsurance in unauthorized and certified ($.......... 0) COMPANIES. .....ooorvvvrarrsissesssseessssesssssssssssssssss s ssssss st sssss st ssssses | ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns | sesssssssssssssnsssssssssssssassssssnesssses

21.3 Funds held under reinsurance treaties with unauthorized and certified ($.......... 0) TEINSUTETS.....ooorvvvsersirscsssssessssssesssssesssssas | ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns | sesssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns

214 Payable to SULSIAIANES AN AffIIAIES. ... sttt sessses | nsssss s s st sesss | sesssens s s

21.5 Drafts QUISTANAING........covveveeeeriie ettt sttt sssensssans | sossiessssensssensssesssannsssenstsenssts | sessssnssseensss sttt se et nnes

21,6 FUNAS NEIA UNAET COINSUTANCE. .....uuvvvvvereerssrresssrsesssnesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssnssssssnssssssasssssssnssssssnessssnns | sesssssssssssssnssssssnssssssnsssssnnnsss | sssssmsssssnssssssnessssssnsssssnnsssssanes

21T DEIIVALIVES. ....v.rvvvvseeresssseresssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssesss e ss s s8 5880588088808 88880888888 s s ens | 1see bR nns | S8t s s R

21,8 PaYADIE 08 SECUMLIES......vorvvvvuervessesissessssseesssssessssssss st ss st | 1ses s s st nns | sesssenss st ene s st s s s s

219 Payable fOr SECUMHIES IBNAING. ..........rvvvrurrrirsiresisisesisisessssssssssssssss s ssss st s sssss st s s nnnses | isesssssnsss s s st ss st s st snnnss | sesssensssssansss s sss s st s s
22, AgQregate WHtB-INS fOr HADIIHES..............coervierrieee ettt sssnnns | eeesssnessesenssesesssiees 1,290,835 | oo 1,240,835
23.  Total liabilities excluding Separate Accounts bUSINESS (LINES 110 22)..........cvvicrvieeriiessiesssissssisessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess | cossssssssssssssnsssens 361,082,525 | .....cccoovirerrrnnnne. 365,174,241
24, From Separate ACCOUNTS SAIBMENL...........ccco.uiicviieriecesse sttt st | sriesssssessssansssnesssensssenssssnnstans | sesssessssesssssens st e sseens s s s s s sees
25, Total IAbIlItIES (LINES 2310 24)..........errvveeireersseisisseessssissssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss. | sssssssssssssssssssnnns 361,082,525 | ....oooovvrrv 365,174,241
26.  Aggregate write-ins for other than liabilities and SUTPIUS FUNGS...........ovvervveereiisriesessie st ssss st essssssssssssssenns | oesssssssssssssssssssssessssansssnssssas I 0
27, SUIPIUS MOES...vvvvvevvesseeresssrsssssssssssssessssssssssssessssssessssssessss s st s 2800488000881 8 8888805880884 04888088 E 1 | H488se e s R st s s st sens | aessss s s st es s s s s
28.  Aggregate Write-ing fOr SUMPIUS FUNGS...........cvvveruriiieeiisss s s snnns | ssnsssssssnss st st (OO 0
29, UNGSSIGNEA fUNDS........ooocvivocviisiicsi sttt sttt ens b s ssttnns | nessssensssannssennseaas 31,064,811 | covvoean, 30,782,846
30. Total (Lines 26 through 29) (including §.......... 0in Separate AcCOUNtS STAEEMENL)............orvvverrrieeessscsee s ssssinnnns | coressiieessiiessssenans 31,064,811 | .cooovvrren. 30,782,846
31, Totals (Lines 25 + 30) (Page 2, LN 28, COL. 3).......covvvuerriiereiinsiiessisssisssssss st sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssnsssss | sesssssesssssssssnnssns 392,147,336 | ...covvvverrrnrenne 395,957,087
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Statement as of March 31, 2018 of the FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND CANADA

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
1 2 3
Current Year Prior Year Prior Year
To Date To Date Ended December 31
1. Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health CONtracts...........ccocuveevecrnneiecinneiesiinneieei | oo, 3,962,534 | ..oovvvvvrienn, 6,781,180 | ..ccovvvvrrnne. 19,448,102
2. Considerations for supplementary CONtracts With life CONNGENCIES...........ovirrirnriinriissiinssesisessssssiss s sssssssssssses | sresssessssssesssssssssssesssess | oessssssssssssssssassssssssessssnss | sossssssssssssssnsssessssssssesssanes
3. NEtINVESIMENE INCOME. ...ttt b bbbt bbbt sn bbb s sttt sneans | sbesbessensanssesens 4,030,490 | ..oooovevrvrirnne, 3,685,131 | o 15,764,562
4. Amortization of Interest Maintenance RESEIVE (IMR)...........coovvuririiiriissiisssssiesssssssesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssns | sesssssssssessssssnses 13,384 | oo 106,189 | ..ovvvrerrerrirnnn, 485,085
5. Separate Accounts net gain from operations excluding Unrealized gains QNG I0SSES...........vvivrrinirnrieiessiesiisssiesies | esssessssssessssssssssesssiens | oesssssssessssssssssssnsssesssnss | soesssssssssssssnsssesssnsssssssanes
6.  Commissions and expense allowances On rEINSUIANCE CEUABM..........covrrrirrinciieesinseesssssssesssssssesssssessessssssssssenses | sesesssisssssssssssssisssssssessinss | eessessssssssssonsssssssssssssinssins | sosssesssessssssnssssssssssessnsens
7. Reserve adjustments on reINSUMANCE CEUABM. ..ottt ss s s tssssesssstens | sstsssssssssssesssssessssssessiens | sessesssasssessssssssessessessans | eesssssessssssessssssesssessassens
8. Miscellaneous income:
8.1 Income from fees associated with investment management, administration and
contract quarantees from SEPAratE ACCOUNES.........covvvurirririessessies s ss st sss st st st essssssesssensses | sresssesssssssessssssessssnssiens | soesssessssesssnsssenssssssesssnns | oesssessssesssnsssesssnsssenssses
8.2 Charges and fees for depOSIt-tyPE CONMTACES.........ccvvecveieeieeciecssesr sttt esssss s sssssessssssssns | sesssssssssssssssnssessnssanssens | sessesssssssessssssisssenssassnssns | orssesssessnssnsssssssssassansens
8.3 Aggregate write-ins for MISCEIlANEOUS INCOME.........cccvuueverieeie et ss st ssses s sssesstsssienss | srsessessssesssssssssssanens P2 B 1,230 | oo, 31,642
9. TOHAIS (LINES 110 8.3)....ovueriircrieeieceises sttt | enstiensieennrean 8,106,655 | .................. 10,573,730 | ... 35,729,391
10, DEAN DENEAIS. ...t nnsins | erriensiinssienseeas 794,261 | ..ovovvverne 776,000 | oo, 2,607,722
11. Matured endowments (excluding guaranteed annual pUre BNAOWMENLS)...........ccvvuuciuriuieieeiieciie st seessiessans | covesssssssesssssssssssssssssssens | srssssiesssssssesssssssessssssins | sssmssssessssssissssssssesssnssans
12, ANNUIEY DENETIES......cvveviecreseieciees sttt s st st s sttt ssnstannsens | seensssssssnssaness 4,775,189 | oo, 4,994,283 | ..ovvvrerrns 15,550,939
13.  Disability benefits and benefits under accident and health contracts including premiums waived §.......... N O OO DU
14.  Surrender benefits and withdrawals for life CONTTACES...........cuviiicieise et ssssssens | sresssessssssenseses 161,532 | oo, 135,835 | oo 559,825
15.  Interest and adjustments on contract or deposit-type CoNtract fUNdS...........cc..oeevvieriieeriineriiscriessesssssssessis | v, 44719 | s 40,109 | oo, 169,629
16.  Payments on supplementary contracts With life CONtINGENCIES. ..ottt ssssessens | serssesssssssssssssassesssisssssssns | onssissssnssssssessnsssnssasssnsss | ssimsssmssssssesssnssnsssssassonnes
17.  Increase in aggregate reserve for life and accident and health CoNtracts...........cocvvveveeiceeisiieseisesese sy | e 868,196 | ......cocvvvneee. K7 (Y — 10,847,624
18, TOtAlS (LINES 1010 17).cuuiuuiercrieeecsiieses sttt sttt s bbbt b bt bbbt bt st esstnstens | sesmssessssnsseness 6,643,897 | .oovvererrns 9,110,334 | .oovvrrrene, 29,735,739
19.  Commissions on premiums, annuity considerations and deposit-type contract funds (direct busingss only)..........c.. | coovveeevrerrvvinriennnns 63,175 | oo 119,705 | oo 304,518
20.  Commissions and expense allowances ON reiNSUFANCE ASSUMEM.........c.cvuuieriiiiciieiieesinssses st sssssssssssans | sresssssssiesssssssesssssssessssnss | iesssssssssssssssesssssssasssnss | sosssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssnns
21, General insurance expenses and frateMal EXPENSES. ...ttt sssssans | eesssesssnssessens LMT221 | o 934,872 | oo 3,038,946
22, INSUraNCE taXES, ICENSES AN FEES. ... ...ivereeeeerereee et st ee e e eeesee s ser e s seeeeesesse s s essassses e essseseesnessessessesssennessnsesne | ooeroesiessessnessereees 30,191 | oo, 30,629 | .o, 95,852
23. Increase in loading on deferred and UNCOIIBCIEA PIEMIUMS........c..cvucveierieie st sessssssssssssssssssssssssssssesses | srimssnssssssssssnsssssssssessnsss | sssessssssisssinssssssnsssssonssanss | erssesssssnsssnssesssessnssnssons
24.  Net transfers to or (from) Separate ACCOUNES NEL Of FBINSUFANCE. .........cvuuurierrrirriiinriiesssesessssssessssssssssssssssssssnss | ssssssssesssssssssesssssssssnssss | sosssssssssssssssssssssnssssanssssns | sesssssssssssssanssssasssssnssssaes
25, Aggregate Write-inS fOr ABAUCHONS..........c..cvvieriecies sttt ss sttt ss st ssss st ssss st essssssnsstassssnns | sesesssssssesssansens TR [0 Y| — (2 (0[0) ] [— (192,209)
26, TOtAlS (LINES 1810 25)........cvuuiriceiiecsisss et sss s | esssiensisssssens 7,699,580 | ... 10,140,840 | .................. 32,982,846
27.  Net gain from operations before refunds to members (Ling 9 MINUS LINE 26).........c..evvrvuerivniiesineiesiessessiiessis | cevvesssssssessennens 407,075 | oo 432,890 | oo, 2,746,545
28, RETUNAS 10 MBIMDETS. ...ttt sttt ettt sttt essnss | esisestnssenssansennens 72,959 | oo, 71,092 | oo 420,527
29.  Net gain from operations after refunds to members and before realized capital
gains (10SS€S) (LN 27 MINUS LINE 28).........cvrrveeeereeieeeesseisesesssessssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssssnnss | sssssssssssssssssnnees 334,116 | oo 361,798 | ..o 2,326,018
30.  Net realized capital gains (losses) less capital gains tax of .....0 (excluding §.......... 0 transferred to the IMR).......c... | oovvevvvvvvverricrriae 10,384 | oo | cveeveeineiisniins (151,690)
31, NEtinCOME (LINES 29 + 30).....uvviiecieeiseeiecriss sttt sttt s sttt st st essnssenss | sonssasssssssssssessons 344,500 | .o 361,798 | ..o 2,174,328
SURPLUS ACCOUNT
32, SUIPIUS, DECEMDET 31, PHIOE YEAI.......o.cvvecrvrreeesieesseessssssiesssss st s ssssssssssssss s ssesssssssesssssssessssnsssesssansssanssns | snsssssssssssnness 30,782,846 | .......oouc...... 28,099,397 | ..ovvrirn. 28,099,397
33, Netincome from OPErations (LINE 31)........cuveiveieieeiseseeiee sttt ssss st ssssssssssssssssesssnssanss | sosssssssssssssssnseans 344500 | oo, 361,798 | oo, 2,174,328
34.  Change in net unrealized capital gains (losses) less capital gains tax of §.......... Dereee s sstenns | s, (99,485) | ...ovvvveerrris 221211 | oo, 784,400
35. Change in net unrealized foreign exchange Capital Gain (0SS)...........rvvurrireriiiiiieiisssiesssssssiesssisssssssssssssssens | ssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssss | sosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns | sessssssssssssassssssssssssssens
36.  Change in NONAAMILIEA @SSELS..........vvuervereecriessrc sttt ettt ettt s sttt ss s st ssenssentes | essssssnssasssessnnsanseans 72 T30 | oo 2,919
37.  Change in liability for reinsurance in unauthorized and CErtified COMPANIES..........cccc.uivvicireciieiieeieciise e sissiens | esssessiesssesssesssessiesssess | essssssssesssessssesssssssesssnss | sesssssssssssssssssesssssssesssans
38.  Change in reserve on account of change in valuation basis (INCrEASE) OF AECIEASE............cvurvrrcrirrrirsssiessiisssins | sressssesssssssssesssssssssessses | cosssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns | sesssssssssssssssssssssssssss
39, Change in aSSet VAIUAHON TESEIVE.........ccevuucvieiesisssssssss s sssssssss st ss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssessssssssnsssens | sssessssssssssssnsssns 30,675 | oo (T E10) ] E— (305,475)
40.  Surplus (contributed to) withdrawn from Separate ACCOUNES AUMING PEIIOM.........ovvuvciiieieciieeiiecsiesisssissiisessessiens | eestiessssssissssisssssssssssnnsss. | sesssesssssssesssnsssssssssssssessss | sessiesssssssesssssssesssssssenses
41, Other changes in surplus in Separate ACCOUNLS STALEMENT...........c.reriiriiieriiinsiiee st ssssssensss | sssessssssssssassssssssssssssssenssss | sosssssnsssssssssssssnssssasssssns | sesssossssnssssansssnnssssssssaes
42, ChaNGE iN SUMPIUS NOES.......cveerveeeiereees st sesss st s st sttt sttt sses st ssesssnsssssssnsssessssnssen | sesssnssssssssnmssnsssanssnsssansss | ersssesssemssssssssnsssessssnsssnnsss | sesssesssmsssesssssssensssnsssnses
43.  Cumulative effect of changes in aCCOUNLING PHINCIPIES.........cviiiecieriecieesestes st st s ssssesssssssssses | srsssssssssssesssssssssssssssansss | sesssesssssssesssssssssssssssansss | eessiessssssssesssssssessssssssnses
44, Change in SUrPIUS @S @ rESUIL OF FBINSUIANCE............rvvvurrisrriseeiieesiisesss st ss st ssssssssssssssssns | stsesssssnssssansssssssssanssssnnssss | sesssssnssssnssssnnssssnssssanssssns | sosssmssssnssssanssssnnsssssssssas
45, Aggregate write-ins for gains and l0SSES iN SUIPIUS..........vverveeeveerreiseiessses st sssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssenss | svesssinsssessssnsssensens LT (V7L | — 27,278
46.  Net change in surplus for the year (LineS 33 throUGN 45)..........vveveverrieeestinseiessessses s sssssssssssssssssssssssesses | eeveessiessessssnsennes 281,965 | ...oovvvvreernnn (Y 2,683,450
47, Surplus as of statement date (LINES 32 + 46)........cc.viiriirieeesssssss s ssss st esssessssssesssnns | eessesssesssessons 31,064,811 | oo, 28,605,910 | ..ovveveren. 30,782,846
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57; rAV Yy zo SBlovenska
Bratislava - Ked bude Slovensko predsedat’ ViySehradskej Stvorke (V4), predseda Narodnej
rady SR Andrej Danko (SNS) pozve na stretnutie predstavitelov Belgicka, Holandska a Luxem-

burska. ,Aby sme si od Statov Beneluxu zobrali to najlepSie v oblasti kontrolnych mechanizmov,*
povedal Danko po pracovnej navsteve na Najvy3Som kontrolnom Urade (NKU) SR.

Vieden/Bratislava - Slovensko nesuhlasi s rakuskym navrhom zakona, podia ktorého sa maju
rodinné pridavky pre rodi¢ov pracujucich v Rakusku prispsobit vyske Zivotnych nakladov v
domovskych krajinach. Ak niekto plati rovnaké dane a odvody, mal by pozivat rovnaké socialne
vyhody, uviedol predseda slovenskej viady Peter Pellegrini (Smer-SD) po stretnuti s rakiskym
kancelarom Sebastianom Kurzom zaciatkom maja vo Viedni.

Bratislava - Rany kapitalizmus sa na Slovensku neosvedcil. Vo svojom stanovisku to uvadza
strana NAJ. Zavedeny kapitalizmus povazuije pre vacsinu [udi za nevyhodny, pretoze sa im Zije
horSie ako v minulosti. Strana preto planuje zaviest Statny kapitalizmus. Podla NAJ bol socia-
lizmus pre vacsinu fudi lep$i ako kapitalizmus.

Bratislava - Zdravotné poistovne skon€ili minuly rok so ziskom vy3e 58 milidnov eur. V8eobecné
zdravotna poistoviia (V8ZP) dosiahla zisk 35,9 miliéna eur, Dévera priblizne 17 miliénov eur a
Union zdravotna poistoviia priblizne Sest milionov eur. Udaje poskytli zdravotné poistovne.

Bratislava - Mamicky zacali od konca maja dostavat v porodniciach Zubny preukaz dietata. Vyt-
vorila ho Slovenska komora zubnych lekéarov (SKZL) v spolupraci so zdravotnymi poistoviiami
a sluZi na zapis informacii pre odbornikov i rodiov o tom, ¢i je dieta v pravidelnom o3etreni
zubného lekara a ako je dodrziavana prevencia zubného kazu. Zéroveri radi rodi¢om, ako sa
starat 0 zdravé Usta ich deti.

Bratislava - Urad pre dohlad nad zdravotnou starostlivostou (UDZS) dostal aj viani stovky
podnetov na poskytovanie zdravotnej starostlivosti. Celkovo ich riedil 2449, vlani dostal 1749
podani, zvy3né boli nedorieSené pripady z predchadzajuceho roku. Urad viani ukonéil 1781
podani, ako opodstatnené vyhodnotil 175 z nich, 356 pripadov postipil vecne prisluSnym
organom, vyplyva zo spravy UDZS

Kosice - Zruk riaditelky Eurépskeho dobrovolnickeho centra Gabrielly Civico prevzali zagiatkom
maja kosSicki viceprimatori Martin Petrusko a Renata Lenartova za pritomnosti byvalého prima-
tora KoSic a sucasného podpredsedu vlady SR Richarda Rasiho certifikat KoSice — Eurépske
hlavné mesto dobrovolnictva 2019. Zastupcovia oboch stran zaroveri podpisali memorandum,
v ktorom sa dohodli na podpore dobrovolnictva na miestnej trovni v KoSiciach a v SirSom okoli,
ak to kapacity mesta dovolia.

Trenéin - Skodu za 1,4 miliéna eur len na dani z pridanej hodnoty (DPH) mala spdsobit
zamestnankyna trencianskej predajne s automobilmi, ktora od roku 2013 vystavovala fiktivne
odberatelské faktury a ich Uhrady cez registracnti pokladiu za sluzby ako sprostredkovanie,
prenajom i opravy. Na podvod pridli colnici z Kriminalneho Uradu finanénej spravy (KUFS), na
pripade pracovali dihSie obdobie.

Bratislava - Slovensky syndikat novinarov (SSN) chce byt silnou oporou pre Zurnalistov, ktori
su Coraz viac vystavovani réznym tlakom a perzekiciam, stdnym procesom a inym problé-
mom. Na druhej strane chce posilnit zodpovednost samotnych novinarov. ,Musia reSpektovat
urcité etické pravidla a musia sa drzat urgitych etickych kddexov, ktoré st ur€ujlice pre pracu
novinara, povedal Jozef Tinka zo SSN.

Bratislava — Migracné informacné centrum (MIC) Medzinarodnej organizécie pre migraciu
(IOM) v SR otvoril 15. méja v Bratislave a 4. jina v KoSiciach dalSi cyklus Otvorenych kur-
zov slovenského jazyka pre cudzincov z krajin mimo Eurdpskej tnie (EU). Bezplatné vzdelava-
cie lekcie st uréené pre zaciatoCnikov i mierne pokrodilych.

Bratislava - V Cannes sa nedavno konal znamy filmovy festival. Na jeho filmovom trhu Marché
du Film malo Slovensko po 15. raz svoje zastupenie v spoloénom paviléne s Ceskom. Na
filmovom trhu sa odprezentovali aj tri slovenské nové alebo pripravované filmy. Slovenskym
reprezentantom v networkingovom programe Producers on the Move je tento rok producent
Peter Badac. V poradi 71. roénik festivalu trval do 19. maja.

Bratislava - Ku koncu minulého roka sa v slovenskych vazniciach nachadzalo dovedna 219
cudzincov. Viyplyva to z najnovsej ro¢enky Zboru vazenskej a justicnej straze (ZVJS) za rok
2017. Medzi cudzincami v slovenskych ustavoch bolo v minulom roku 77 obvinenych a 142
odsudenych.

Bratislava — Slovensko neuspelo ani so svojim tretim kandidatom na post dodatocného sudcu
V&eobecného stdu EU v Luxemburgu. Sudca NajvysSieho sudu SR Ivan Rumana nepreSiel
posudzovanim poradného vyboru Rady EU. Po rokovani viady to potvrdil Statny tajomnik
ministerstva zahraniénych veci Ivan Kor&ok.

Bratislava — V3etky materské, zakladné a stredné Skoly, ktoré su zaregistrované v programe
eTwinning a s partnerskou Skolou zo zahranicia realizuji spolocny projekt, sa mozu prihlasit do
sutaze o najlepSi eTwinning projekt na Slovensku. Informuje o tom rezort Skolstva na svojom
webe.

Bratislava — Bratislava si v stredu 9. maja pripomenula Den Eurépy, teda symbolické narode-
niny Eurdpskej unie. Pre obyvatelov i navstevnikov hlavného mesta bol pri tejto prileZitosti pri-
praveny na Hlavnom namesti celodenny program. Jeho sucastou bolo nielen kultirno-hudobné
vystupenia v slovencine a dalSich eurdpskych jazykoch, ale tiez kvizy a rozne sutaze sivisiace
s EU. Nechybali ani stanky s informaciami o jednotlivych ¢lenskych krajinach Unie.

Kosice — Univerzitna nemocnica L. Pasteura (UNLP) KoSice vykonava ako jediné pracovisko
na Slovensku unikatnu operaciu o€i. Ide o zakrok s nazvom 27 gauge vitrektomia, ktory ma
pre pacientov mnohé vyhody, ako napriklad absenciu stehov ¢i rychlejsiu rekonvalescenciu.
Informovala o tom nedavno hovorkyria nemocnice UNLP Ivana Staskova.

Bratislava - Prezident SR Andrej Kiska je najdéveryhodnejSim najvy$im Ustavnym Cinitefom,
ddveruje mu 46,2 percenta opytanych. Vyplyva to z najnovsieho aprilového prieskumu agentury
Focus. Na druhom mieste skoncil premiér Peter Pellegrini (Smer-SD), ktorému veri 34,7 per-
centa opytanych a trojicu najdoveryhodnejSich politikov uzatvara predseda Narodnej rady SR
Andrej Danko (SNS) s 31,2-percentnou déveryhodnostou.

Bratislava - Prezident SR Andrej Kiska nebude kandidovat v budtcoroénych prezidentskych
volbach. Oznédmil to 15. méja v Prezidentskom paléci s tym, Ze na jeho rozhodnutie vplyvalo
viacero okolnosti. Ako vyplyva z jeho vyjadreni, z politiky sa Uplne stiahnut neplanuje. Minister
zahrani¢nych veci Miroslav Lajéak (nom. Smer-SD) nebude kandidovat na prezidenta SR a ni¢
na tom nezmeni ani rozhodnutie su¢asnej hlavy Statu Andreja Kisku o jeho politickej buducnosti.

Vyber zo slovenskej tlace
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Slovensko je sucastou

Eurdpskej anie 14 rokov
Vyhody prevySuju nedostatky, tvrdia politici

Slovensko je uz 14 rokov sucastou polmiliardovej Eurdpske;j
unie. Hoci toto najvyspelejSie ekonomické zoskupenie na svete
ma aj svoje problémy, pozitiva vyrazne prevazuju.

Mnohi si nevedia predstavit, Ze by sme stcastou Europske;j
tnie neboli. Na druhej strane, ti star$i si eSte pamétaju hranice,
prehnanu byrokraciu ¢i intenzivne prehliadky. Slovensko tak pri
bilancovani musi priznat, Ze vstupom do Eurdpskej nie vela
ziskalo.

Pri porovnani toho, ¢o sme vlozili do vstupu do Eurdpskej tinie a co sme od nej ziskali,
sme vyrazne v pluse. “Vidime nové cesty, zrekonStruované materské skolky, parky alebo
obnovené domy. Ak vidime akukol'vek investiciu, ktora sa v meste alebo v obci nachadza,
tak je na 80 percent pravdepodobné, Ze bola financovana z Eurépskych fondov,” povedal
podpredseda vlady pre investicie Richard Rasi.

“Pre mna je Eurdpska tnia symbolom slobody. Slobody pohybu, slobody moznosti sa
rozbijat’, slobody v tom zmysle, ze zavadzame do pravneho poriadku posilnenie pravneho
Statu, demokracie,’uviedol minister spravodlivosti Gabor Gal.

Niektori si ale uvedomuju, Ze stale existuji aj problémy. “Mdzeme cestovat, pracovat
aj zit' v Eurépskej unii a za tych 14 rokov sme v Unii aj usadili. Zarovei ale vieme, Ze
musime vyriesit' aj tie veci, ktoré nefunguju, ako napriklad zneuzivanie eurofondov na
Slovensku a ochrana vonkajsich hranic Eurépskej tinie,” poslanec Miroslav Beblavy.

www.noviny.sk

UNLP Kosice ako jedind na Slovensku
vykondva $pecidlnu opericiu oci

Univerzitna nemocnica L. Pasteura (UNLP) Kosice vykonava ako jediné pracovis-
ko na Slovensku unikatnu operaciu oci. Ide o zékrok s ndzvom 27 gauge vitrektomia,
ktory ma pre pacientov mnohé vyhody, ako napriklad absenciu stehov ¢i rychlejsiu
rekonvalescenciu. Informovala o tom v stredu hovorkyna nemocnice UNLP Ivana
Staskova.

Oc¢né oddelenie nemocnice disponuje podla nej skisenym personalom a komplet-
nym inStrumentariom na to, aby mohol dany zakrok vykonavat. Ide o najtensie a
pre oko najsetrnejSie nastroje na tuto operaciu, ktora sluzi pacientom s ochoreniami
sklovca a sietnice oka.

,,Ide najma o krvacanie do sklovca, odlipenie sietnice, o dieru v makule, epireti-
nalnu membranu &i trazy oka s cudzim vnitrooénym telesom. Standardne sa vo svete
v dnesnej dobe vykonava 23 gauge vitrektomia, pri ktorej sa pouzivaju nastroje 0,72
milimetra hrubé a pri ktorych je vécsinou nutné zasit’ skléru a spojovku oka. Pacienta
tak po operacii trapia stehy v oku a nésledne jazvy, ktoré pacient dlhodobo vnima ako
cudzie teleso na povrchu oka, uviedla lekarka ocného oddelenia Katarina Perdukova.

Pri tejto metode je v ojedinelych pripadoch pacient uSetreny aj od neprijemne;j in-
jekcie na znecitlivenie oka a oko sa znecitlivi len kvapkami. Pouzivaju sa nastroje
hrubé len 0,4 milimetra. Pacient tak po operacii nema ziadne stehy ani jazvy na oku
a doba liecenia je teda vyrazne kratSia.

TASR

Sliavnostné otvorenie Honorarneho
konzuldtu SR v Lafayette, Louisiana, USA

Zaucasti podpredsedu vlady SR Laszlo
Solymosa a vel'vyslanca SR v USA Petra
Kmeca sa 28. aprila uskuto¢nila slavnost-
na ceremoénia otvorenia Honorarneho
konzulatu so sidlom v meste Lafayette s
konzularnou pdsobnost'ou pre stat Loui-
siana.

Novo zriadeny honorarny konzulat
bude viest’ honorarny konzul Zoltan Gom-
bos, ktory si pocas slavnostnej ceremonie
prevzal konzulsky patent vystaveny mi-
nistrom zahrani¢nych veci a eurdpskych
zalezitosti SR Miroslavom Laj¢akom.
Stcastou podujatia bola aj prezenta-
cia vel'vyslanca Kmeca o obchodnom
a inovacnom potenciali Slovenska pre
skupinu vysokych predstavitelov $tatu Louisiana, mesta Lafayette a ¢lenov konzularneho
zboru akreditovanych pre Stat Louisiana.

Ceremonii slavnostného otvorenia predchéadzali stretnutia a rokovania predstavitel'ov
Slovenskej republiky s vice-guvernérom S$tatu Louisiana Billy Nungesserom, minis-
trom obchodu $tatu Louisiana Donom Piersonom a doyenom diplomatického zboru -
honorarnym konzulom Islandu v $tate Louisiana Gregom Beuermanom, s ktorymi boli
posudené moznosti rozvoja spoluprace Slovenska a $tatu Louisiana v oblasti inovacii,
polnohospodarstva, ochrany zivotného prostredia, turizmu, inteligentnych miest a start
upov. Predstavitelia Slovenskej republiky mali taktiez moznost’ oboznamit’ sa s prevadz-
kou terminalu na prekladku skvapalneného plynu do namornych plavidiel v pristave Lake
Charles. Terminal Magnolia LNG sa stava vyznamnym dopravnym uzlom umoziujucim
export skvapalneného plynu do celého sveta, vratane eurdpskych destinacii.

MZV SR
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Ozndmenia spolkov a spolocenské podujatia

LUX New York: Hladanie svitosti v kazdodennosti

Hrladanie svitosti v kazdodennosti. Tak znie motto slovenskej katolickej produkénej
spolocnosti LUX New York so sidlom na Manhattane. Prostrednictvom audiovizualnej
tvorby chce Slovakom zijucim v USA a v Kanade poméhat’ prehlbovat’ katolicku vieru
a zaroven prepajat’ slovenské farnosti a komunity “za oceanom”. LUX New York uz viac
nez Sest mesiacov vysiela nazivo sv. omse v slovencine z Kostola sv. Jana Nepomuck-
¢ho v New Yorku. Kazda druht sobotu o 10.00 hod. odtial’ vysiela nazivo pre TV LUX
slovensku omsu, ktora je otvorend pre Sirokl verejnost’ (najblizSie bude 9. juna 2018).
Okrem prenosov liturgie pontika pravidelné zamyslenia biskupov a kitazov. Vladyka Milan
Lach SJ sa napriklad vo svojich kratkych videach venuje témam, akymi st hriech, post ¢i
modlitba. Pocas svojho marcového pobytu v USA nahral sériu zamysleni pre LUX New
York aj bratislavsky pomocny biskup Mons. Jozef Halko. Tvorbu slovenskej katolickej
produkénej spolo¢nosti dopliia pravidelna utorkova relacia “Spojeni ocednom” z nového
studia na Manhattane, ktora ponuka pdsobivé svedectva viery. Jednym zo zaujimavych
hosti so slovenskymi korefimi bol v minulosti aj prezident Prvej Katolickej Slovenskej Jed-
noty Andrew M. Rajec. V neposlednom rade, LUX New York ponuka kratke reportaze zo
zivota slovenskych farnosti a komunit, do ktorych sa aktivne zapajaju aj clenovia Jednoty.
Viac informacii o projekte ako aj o tom, ako mozete LUX New York podporit’ financne,

najdete na www.luxnewyork.net.

LIVE prenosy sv. omsi v slovenc¢ine
Z Kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého v New Yorku prindSame priame prenosy nedel'nych
sv. omsi v slovenc¢ine, ktoré mozZete sledovat’ na LUX New York. Kazda druhi sobotu
0 10.00 hod. EDT vysielame nazivo pre TV LUX slovenskua omsu, na ktort vas srdecne
pozyvame (najblizsie 9. jina 2018).

Relacia Spojeni oceanom
Kazdy utorok si tiez mozete pozriet’ relaciu Spojeni ocednom, v ktorej vam pred-
stavime zaujimavého hosta a jeho svedectvo viery. Niektoré Casti vysielame od januara
tohto roku NAZIVO priamo z nasho newyorského §tudia na Manhattane. Ak sa cheete
dozvediet, kto bude d’alsim host'om, sledujte nas na Facebooku.

Zamyslenia a povzbudenia
LUX New York pre véas zaroven pripravuje zamyslenia a povzbudenia biskupov a
knazov. Aj nad’alej pokracujeme v zamyselaniach vladyku Milana Lacha SJ. Jednou
z noviniek su aj “Manhattanské zamyslenia” bratislavského pomocného biskupa Mons.
Jozefa Hal’ka z New Yorku, ktoré budeme prinasat’ pravidelne kazdy Stvrtok do polovice
jina tohto roku.

Letny tdbor vo Vysokych Tatrich

Matica slovenska aj v tomto roku pripravila pre naSe ratolesti letny tabor vo
Vysokych Tatrach.

Vyuzit' mozete tyzdilovy pobyt a to v termine od 1. - 8. jila alebo od 8. - 15. jila.
Cena tyzdnového pobytu je 190.- Eur. V cene je zahrnuté ubytovanie, strava, tech-
nické zabezpecenie, kompletny program vratane vstupov na atrakcie a nakladov na
celodenny vylet.

Pod’te s nami zazit’ vzrusujuci tyZden v Tatrach! A ¢o k tomu potrebujete?
Staci len:

- vybrat’ si termin, ktory Vam vyhovuje,

- starostlivo vyplnit’ prihlasku a zaslat’ nam ju mailom na adresu tabor@ma-
tica.sk

- zobrat’ si batoh a dobru nialadu

Tabor sa uz tradi¢ne (je to uz 27. ro¢nik) kona v Skole v prirode Detsky raj v Ta-
transkej Lesnej, ktora je momentalne po rekonstrukceii a ponika nam ubytovanie v
2-3 16zkovych izbach s vlastnym socialnym zariadenim, chladnickou a televizorom.
Skola v prirode mé4 aj novy wellness s virivkou a jednou parnou a jednou suchou
saunou.

Viac na www.matica.sk Kontaktné udaje na organizatora: Matica slovenska, P.
Mudrona 1036 01 Martin; Tel: +421 43 3812840, +421 905 275 286 E-mail: tabor@
matica.sk

TeSime sa na stretnutie s Vami!

Studenti sa u amerického
velvyslanca stretli s manazérmi

Viac nez 40 studentov vysokych $kol zo Slovenska, ale i Viedne a Londyna, absolvovalo vo
stvrtok 10. maja vecer v rezidencii amerického vel'vyslanca v Bratislave rozhovory o podni-
katel'skych skusenostiach s manazérmi dvoch desiatok slovenskych a medzinarodnych firiem
v ramci projektu ,,Mentor Network Program®. Informovala o tom Jana IlléSova z tlacového od-
delenia amerického vel'vyslanectva.

Mentorsky program pre Studentov vysokych $kdl pochadza z amerického St. Louis, kde ho
zastreSuje podnikatel'ska asociacia Regional Business Council. Na Slovensku projekt funguje
od roku 2007, v ramci neho dostavaju Studenti praktické rady od generalnych riaditel'ov a ma-
nazérov firiem.

,~Program poskytuje jeho ucastnikom jedinecnu prilezitost rast’ a budovat’ svoju kariéru po-
mocou kontaktov s profesionalmi,” povedal americky vel'vyslanec na Slovensku Adam Sterling.

Podla jedného z vlanajsich ucastnikov programu su mentori otvoreni v odovzdavani svojich
skusenosti. ,,Dozvedel som sa, aké chyby mentori pocas svojej kariéry urobili, ako sa pripravit
na pohovor alebo to, ze vedomosti zo Skoly, prax a celozivotné vzdelavanie idd ruka v ruke s
uspesnou kariérou, zhodnotil Student.

TASR
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On May 19, 2018 Zilina Bishop Tomas
Galis blessed the statue of the Blessed
Mother-Mother of Mercy during the
pilgrimage to Butkov.

Kamenna socha Panny Méarie — Matky milosrdenstva, ktoru 19. méja 2018 pocas
pute do Skalného sanktuaria Bozieho milosrdenstva na hore Butkov, pozehnal
zilinsky biskup Tomas Galis.

Najvicsia marianska socha na
Slovensku vyrastla na hore Butkov

Pokracovanie zo str. 24

jej rozprestretych ruk sa zmestime vsetci, nech sme z ktoréhokol'vek regionu. Hovorme
s nou, aby sme sa naplnili utechou a nadejou. Matka nepotrebuje mnoho slov. Netreba, aby
sme sa prili§ namahali jej vysvetlovat, ¢o sa s nami deje, ona to vie. Staci znovu a znovu
zaSepkat: Zdravas Maria, si matka milosrdenstva, si moja mama,” povedal v slavnostnej
homilii biskup Galis.

Sochu Panny Marie vytvoril v rokoch 2017 — 2018 z kamennej hmoty, ktorej podstatu
tvori cement a mlety vapenec, akademicky sochar Vladimir Vigvader z Bratislavy. Sest
metrov vysoka socha je umiestnena na trojmetrovom podstavci s textom z Dennicka sv.
Faustiny ,,Som nielen Kral'ovnou neba, ale aj Matkou milosrdenstva a tvojou matkou.*
Pamitnik doplia ruzenec ako symbol jednej z najmocnejsich modlitieb, ktorymi nas Mat-
ka Bozia pritahuje k jej Jednorodenému Synovi.

Anton Barcik, generdlny riaditel miestnej cementarne v Ladcoch pri podakovani
vSetkym pracovnikom, ktori sa z€astnili budovania Skalného sanktuaria. ,,Dokazali ste,
ze kazdy z nas moze v plynucom case, ktory nam bol darovany, menit’ svet tam, kde
Zije a pracuje. Dakujem vam, Ze ste na tejto hore zanechali jedine¢nti duchovnu stopu aj
pre budice generacie. Prispeli ste k verejnému poukazovaniu na krestanské korene Slo-
venska a Eur6py.© Osobitne pod’akoval autorovi sochy Vladimirovi Visvaderovi: ,,Vytvoril si
origindlne dielo, ktoré nadchne nielen marianskych ctitelov, ale rozsiri ohlasovanie
Bozieho milosrdenstva a BoZej milosrdnej lasky z hory Butkov. Preto ti odovzdam darcek:
kamen z tejto hory. Tento krystalicky vapenec vytvoril tvorca tvorcov, umelec umelcov
a darca talentov aj pre teba,” uviedol.

Doplnenim sochy Panny Marie k doteraj$im sakrdlnym dielam na hore Butkov (kaplnke
Bozieho milosrdenstva, pamétnikom sv. Faustiny a sv. Jana Pavla II., jedine¢nej kamen-
nej krizovej ceste, k piatim novym kaplnkam svitcov, ktoré doplinajii areal ucty Panny
Marie, ako aj kostola Bozieho milosrdenstva v Ladcoch) ma Skalné sanktuarium Bozieho
Slovensku.

TK KBS informoval Peter Toman

Sutaz v prednese
slovenskej poézie a prozy

Pod zastitou generalnej konzulky L. Bege¢ sa diia 17. marca 2018 konala sttaz
v prednese slovenskej poézie a prézy na pode Lipka Academy v Lindene, NJ.
Studenti sut’azili v dvoch vekovych kategoériach. VSetkym recitatorom uprimne
gratulujeme a teSime sa na d'alSi ro¢nik!
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99. vyrocie tragického amrtia
generila M. R. Stefanika

Celoslovenska spomienkova slavnost’ bola pripra-
vend na 5. maja v obci Kosariskéd a v meste Brezova
pod Bradlom pri prilezitosti 99. vyrocia tragického
imrtia generala Milana Rastislava Stefénika, infor-
movali portal obce Kosariska aj mesta Brezova pod
Bradlom.

Stefanik (21.7.1880 - 4.5.1919) sa stal vyznam-
nym astronémom, vojenskym pilotom, franciizskym
generalom a jednym z prvych Slovakov, ktori viac-
krat vystapili na najvyssi vrch Alp a zapadnej Eu-
ropy Mont Blanc.

Vyrazne sa zaslizil o vznik medzivojnovej Cesko-
slovenskej republiky, ked’ spolu s Tomasom Garrigu-
eom Masarykom a do urcitej miery i Edvardom Be-
nesom bol jej najvyznamnej$im zakladatel'om. Jeho
zavratnu a uspeSnu zivotnu cestu ukoncila 4. maja
1919 tragicka letecka nehoda pri pristati na rodnom
uzemi sticasného Slovenska.

Pracoval v meudonskom observatoriu ned’aleko Pariza s franciizskym astronomom a
fyzikom, profesorom Pierrom Julesom Césarom Janssenom (1824 - 1907). Pocas svojich
astronomickych vyskumnych ciest navitivil strednti Aziu, Alzirsko, Tahiti, Novy Zéland,
USA i Juzni Ameriku. Franctzskym ob¢anom sa stal v roku 1912 a o dva roky ho za jeho
&innost’ vymenovali za rytiera Cestnej 1égie.

Cez vojnu spolupracoval s Masarykom a BeneSom a cielavedome sa usiloval realizovat’
spolu s nimi viziu spoloéného &eskoslovenského 3tatu. Stefanik trval na ¢eskoslovenskej
jednote vzhl'adom na vtedajsiu situaciu Slovakov v Uhorsku a na vojnové ciele vel'moci.
To viak este neuréovalo vnutorné usporiadanie budiceho Eeskoslovenského statu. Stefanik
uvazoval o spojeni Ciech, Moravy, Sliezska a Slovenska, pri¢om kazdé z tychto tizemi,
teda i Slovensko, malo mat’ vlastny krajinsky (zemsky) snem. Tieto zatial’ malo konkreti-
zované predstavy neboli vzdialené od umyslov niektorych slovenskych politikov.

Po prichode zo Sibiri sa Stefanik po¢as mierovej konferencie v Parizi v marci 1919 kri-
ticky vyjadril o malom pocte Slovakov vo vlade, ale aj o Pittsburskej dohode a niektorych
Benesovych krokoch v oblasti zahrani¢nej politiky.

Stefanik bol jednym z iniciatorov a signatirov tzv. kyjevského zapisu z 29. augusta
1916. Uvadza sa v fiom, Ze ,,Cesi a Slovaci st si vedomi, Ze su Gzko spiti navzajom tak
zivotnymi zaujmami, ako i pokrvnymi zvizkami. Zelaju si vyvinat’ sa v jednotny, poli-
ticky nerozdielny a slobodny narod pod zastitou a protekciou Stvordohody*. Nebola to
proklamdcia etnického a jazykového cechoslovakizmu, ale prihlasenie sa k politickému
narodnému spolocenstvu, ¢ize vyjadrenie vole utvorit’ spolocny $tat zdorazniac zaroven,
ze sa neuvazuje o dvojfederacii konzervujucej kritizovany rakusko-uhorsky dualizmus.
Minister vojny CSR Stefénik 4. maja 1919 odletel z talianskeho mesta Udine do Bratislavy
na dvojplosniku Caproni Ca.33 spolu s dvoma talianskymi letcami a mechanikom. Zomrel
pri leteckej nehode v Ivanke pri Dunaji, ktort neprezil ani jeden z ¢lenov posadky.

Prezident SR Rudolf Schuster udelil Stefanikovi 7. maja 2004 hodnost’ generala Ozbro-
jenych sil Slovenskej republiky in memoriam. Generalovi Stefanikovi udelili 21. jula 2004
preukaz vojnového veterana s ¢islom 0001. Stalo sa tak na slavnosti v Kosariskach pri
prilezitosti 124. vyro¢ia jeho narodenia.

TASR

Den otcov moze zurocit radost z otcovstva
Pokradovanie zo str. 24

Puto s diet’at’om jestvuje navidy a je skalopevné

V case choroby som sa vnutorne zivil ¢itanim knih. Ako otca troch synov i ako pedago-
ga ma dojal pou¢ny pribeh ucitela Dennisa Manneringa. Ide v nom o nadherné, podnetné
obnovenie vztahu medzi otcom a synom. V istej triede zadal ucitel’ studentom treticho
veku zaujimaju tlohu. Do tyzdina mali niekoho navstivit' a povedat’ mu, ze ho maju radi.
Po tyzdni sa ucitel’ spytal, ¢i by chcel niekto rozpovedat’ svoje zazitky. V triede ostalo
ticho. Napokon sa odvazil vystapit isty urasteny pat'desiatnik. Povedal: ,,... ozvalo sa vo
mne svedomie. Nasepkavalo mi, ze presne viem, komu mam povedat’ ,mam t'a rdd‘. Viete,
pred rokmi sme sa s otcom vel'mi pohadali a odvtedy naSe vztahy nikdy neboli v poriadku.
Vyhybali sme sa vzajomnym stretnutiam. Teraz som vsak presvedcil sam seba, ze zajdem
k otcovi a poviem mu, ze ho mam rad. Toto rozhodnutie akoby mi z chrbta snalo tazky
balvan. Zatelefonoval som domov a spytal som sa otca: ,Otec, mézem sa dnes podvecer
u teba zastavit'? Musim ti nieCo povedat’.© Otec zareagoval podrazdene, ale napokon suhla-
sil. Zazvonil som pri dome mojich rodicov a modlil som sa, aby prave otec prisiel otvorit’
dvere. Nastastie prisiel on, a nie matka, a vtedy som mu povedal: ,Otec, prisiel som ti len
povedat’, ze a mam rad.* Otec akoby sa v tom momente zézra¢ne premenil. Crty tvare mu
zmaékli, vrasky akoby zmizli, ba pustil sa do placu. Naciahol sa, aby ma objal, a Sepkal: ,Ja
ta tiez mam rad, syn mdj, ale nikdy som nebol schopny povedat’ ti to.© ESte chvil'u sme sa
s otcom drzali v objati a potom som odiSiel. Uz dlho som sa necitil tak fantasticky.*

S prejavmi priazne a dovery netreba otal’at’

Este nieco podstatné treba dodat’ k predchadzajicemu pribehu. Podl'a autora knihy Den-
nisa Manneringa Gdajne dva dni po tomto zmiereni sa otca so synom dostal otec infarkt
a v bezvedomi ho previezli do nemocnice. Tento mudry syn nam odkazal: neodkladajte
veci, o ktorych viete, ze ich musite urobit’. Vyuzite Cas, urobte, ¢o treba, a urobte to teraz,
aj Co sa tyka upevnenia vzt'ahu s otcom. To je krest’ansky princip, miudry pristup: odpust’at
si navzajom a milovat’ jeden druhého, a to uz dnes, v Den otcov, lebo zajtra by uz mohlo
byt’ naozaj neskoro.

KN 24/2010
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Matica slovenska v
plneni potrieb krajanov

Stanovami Matice slovenskej deklarovany, najvyssi poradny organ MS pre krajansk(
problematiku, Rada pre Slovakov zijucich v zahranic¢i pri MS zasada na mati¢nej pode
spravidla raz ro¢ne. Z ostatného rokovania (jesen 2017) bola prijata takmer desiatka
zaverov, ktor¢ i napriek tomu, Ze maji odporacaci charakter, Matica slovenska pocas
roka postupne naplia. Jednym zo spolocne prijatych zaverov bol aj bod, kde zastupcovia
z 6smych krajin sveta a predseda SZSZ odporucili Matici slovenskej, aby oslovila slo-
venské univerzity s poziadavkou realizacie vyskumov ,, Ako dalej Slovaci...

Krajanské muzeum MS odposlalo na slovenské univerzity navrhovy list, na ktory
zareagovali tri univerzity a jedna akadémia (PU PO, TU KE, UMB BB a Akadémia
umeni v BB), ktoré prejavili ziujem a vyziadali si spresiiujicejsie informacie. Ustrednym
problémom spustenia
realizcie vysku-
mov su financie,
ktoré sa MS snazi
ziskat’ z dostupnych
relevantnych zdro-
jov.

Matica preto
iniciovala stretnutie
na MZVaEZ SR.
Delegacia MS bola
prijata 18.4.2018
riaditel'om kance-
larie $tatneho
tajomnika Lukasa
Parizka, Ladislavom Ballekom a podpredsedom USZZ, Petrom Prochackom. Spravca
MS, Maros Smolec, informoval o ¢innosti MS smerom ku krajanom. T4 stoji najma
na vedeckej praci (rocenka Slovaci v zahranici, priprava odbornych seminarov, ti¢ast’
na medzinarodnych konferenciach, lektorské posudky, priprava vystav), prevadz-
kovani dokumentacného strediska a poskytovania badatel'skych a vypozi¢nych sluzieb
(kniznica a archivy KM MS), osvetovej a stykovej ¢innost’ (publikovanie ¢lankov MS
v krajanskych periodikach, obojstranné navstevy a stykové podujatia) a tiez v plneni
zéverov RSZZ pri MS. Na rokovani bolo definované s akymi poziadavkami krajanov sa
MS stretava a akym sposobom sa ich snazi v ramci svojich moznosti naplnat’. Diskusia
smerovala aj k moznosti ¢erpania grantov MZVaEZ SR prave na tcel realizacie vysku-
mov univerzit krajanskej problematiky.

Prva navsteva MS na pode MZVaEZ SR sa pretavila do pozvania Matice slovenske;j
na zasadanie Rady vlady pre krajanské otazky (RVKO). Vznik RVKO v roku 2016
iniciovali minister zahrani¢nych veci, Miroslav Laj¢ak a predseda USZZ, Jan Var3o. Jej
ulohou je strategické usmeriiovanie vykonu Statnej politiky smerom ku krajanom. Ma
medzirezortny rozmer. Je to staly poradny a koordinaény vybor vlady v oblasti krajanskej
problematiky. Jej ¢lenmi su §tatni tajomnici MZV, MK, MS, MV, MF a predseda a pod-
predseda USZZ. Na svoje 4. rokovanie RVKO prvykrat pozvala aj hosti: predsedu Matice
slovenskej, Mariana Gespera a riaditel’ku KM MS, Zuzanu Pavelcovi. RVKO sa zaobe-
rala grantovym systémom USZZ a jeho navysenim pre krajanské potreby, osvedéeniami
Slovakov zijucich v zahranici, rozdel'ovanim dotécii krajanom v roku 2018 a pripra-
vovanym podujatiam v oblasti krajanskej problematiky. V zavere rokovania predseda
MS, Marian Gesper, informoval RVKO o ¢innosti MS smerom ku krajanom a viziach
buducej prace MS v prospech Slovakov zijucich v zahranici. Rokovanie RVKO viedol
Statny tajomnik, L. Parizek, ktory uviedol: ,,Ocenujem zaujem nového vedenia Matice
slovenskej o uzku spolupracu v oblasti starostlivosti o nasich krajanov*

Zuzana Pavelcova

Radime: O vysokom krvnom
tlaku treba predovsetkym vediet

Vysokému krvnému tlaku (artériovej hypertenzii) sa v medicine hovori aj tichy
vrah. Jeho prejavy su Casto malo vyrazné a zvyknu sa pripisovat’ inym ochoreniam.
Pokial’ sa vSak vysoky krvny tlak cielene nesleduje a nelieci, moze sa prejavit’ az
cievnou prihodou vo forme mozgovej porazky alebo srdcového infarktu ¢i vaznym
poskodenim obliGiek, varuje neziskova organizacia Unia pre zdravsie srdce.

Podl'a nej neexistuje ziadna ina choroba, ktora by bola tak 'ahko rozpoznatelna a
pritom tak casto nepoznana alebo nespravne liecena. Za najdolezitejsie preto povazuje
pravidelné meranie tlaku. Za hypertenziu sa povazuje opakované alebo pretrvavajice
zvysenie krvného tlaku - podla definicie na hodnoty 140/90 Torrov a vyssie.

,»Ak vysoky krvny tlak nie je dostatocne kontrolovany, postupne stiipa. Neliecena
alebo nespravne lie¢ena hypertenzia ohrozuje hypertonika mnozstvom potencialnych
komplikacii, ktorym je mozné predist’, ak krvny tlak kontrolujeme, hovori prezident-
ka Slovenskej hypertenziologickej spolo¢nosti Slavomira Filipova.

Upozoriiuje vsak, ze lieky nestacia a potrebnd je aj zmena zivotospravy. ,,Ludia s
vysokym krvnym tlakom nemaji zakézany aktivny pohyb, prave naopak, konstatuje.
Hypertonikom odportca najma nesutazné Sporty ako beh, chodza alebo plavanie. Za-
roven radi vyhnat sa negativnemu stresu a fajceniu. ,,Ak ide o fajciara, prestat’ fajcit’
predstavuje najucinnejsi bod v zmene zivotného stylu,* hovori.

Okrem toho radi dodrziavat’ tri jednoduché rady, ktoré vychadzaju zo stravy obyva-
telov Stredomoria. ,,Kazdy deil sa hybat’, jest’ ovocie, zeleninu, strukoviny, obilniny.
Raz tyzdenne ryby, biele méso, vajicka, sladké. Sem-tam k tomu cervené vino, ale s
mierou. A len raz mesacne Cervené mdso,* menuje. Zaroven pripomina, ze najlepsie
su Cerstvé potraviny, nie spracované.

TASR
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Nikdy sme nezili v takom
neistom case ako v stcasnosti

Svet je v sic¢asnosti plny paradoxov a
nikdy sme nezili v takom neistom case ako v
sucasnosti. Uviedol to minister zahrani¢nych veci
a europskych zalezitosti SR Miroslav Laj¢ak na
otvaracom brifingu 17. méja bezpecnostnej kon-
ferencie GLOBSEC 2018 Bratislava Forum.

Séf slovenskej diplomacie vyzdvihol tri trendy,
ktorym musi podl'a neho spolo¢nost’ momentalne
¢elit'. Jednym z nich je neistota. ,,Nevieme, ¢i
sa rano nezobudime a nebudeme musiet’ celit’
jadrovému ttoku, povedal. Podl’a jeho dalich
slov taktieZ nevieme, ako sa vyvinie situacia v
Syrii, okolo brexitu, ¢i nas nezasiahne teroris-
ticky atok.

DalSou z vyziev si¢asnosti si neobmedzené
moznosti. Technoldgie a digitalna éra spolocnosti
podla Lajcaka umoziuju robit’ veci, ktoré boli
doteraz nemozné. ,,Technologia je vsak aj plna
rizik,* upozornil §¢f slovenskej diplomacie.

,» Vieme, ako nds méze ohrozit’ kyberneticky
utok, zdoraznil.

Svet je podl'a Laj¢aka v sucasnosti plny
paradoxov, a to je treti trend, ktorému spolo¢nost’ ¢ ]
musi Celit’. Nikdy sme nemali taky pristup k Globsec 2018 in Bratislava on May 17,
informaciam ako v si¢asnosti a napriek tomu v 2018.
spolo¢nosti prevlada zmatenost’ v roznych otdz-
kach, domnieva sa Laj¢ak. Preto st podl'a neho dolezité také konferencie, ako je GLOBSEC,
kde sa mozu ,,formovat’ ndzory na podobné vyzvy* a mdézme sa na ne pripravit.

Medzi hlavnymi tematickymi celkami tohtoroéného bezpecnostného fora GLOBSEC 2018
figurovala budicnost’ Eurdpskej tinie, ale aj otazky tradi¢nej bezpeénosti v stivislosti so sum-
mitom NATO, ktory sa uskuto¢ni v juli v Bruseli, boj proti terorizmu a vnatorna bezpe¢nost’
¢i budticnost’ vzt'ahov Ruska. DalSie témy sa tykali kybernetickej bezpecnosti, technologii a
inovacii vratane umelej inteligencie. Na programe bola i debata o spravodlivej globalizacii a
budticnosti svetovej ekonomiky.

Organizatori GLOBSEC-u ocakavali Gcast’ priblizne 140 vystupujucich z réznych sektorov,
¢o je najviac v jeho doterajsej historii. Naplanované boli tri subezné programy v samostat-
nych siefach, ako aj vySe 40 sprievodnych podujati v spolupraci s medzinarodnymi partnermi
vratane svetovych think-tankov. Celkovo mal GLOBSEC 2018 privitat priblizne 1000 hosti zo
60-70 krajin sveta.

FOTO TASR - Marko Erd
Na snimke minister zahrani¢nych veci
a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR Miroslav
Lajcak re€ni pocas Medzinarodnej
bezpecnostnej konferencie GLOBSEC
2018 v Bratislave 17. maja 2018.

Slovak Minister of Foreign Affairs
Miroslav Lajcak spoke at the
international security conference
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Den Eurépy v Bratislave

Bratislava si 9. maja pripomenula Denl Eurépy, teda symbolické narodeniny Europskej
unie. Pre obyvatel'ov i navstevnikov hlavného mesta bol pri tejto prilezitosti pripraveny na
Hlavnom némesti celodenny program. Jeho sucast'ou boli nielen kultirno-hudobné vystua-
penia v sloven€ine a d’alSich europskych jazykoch, ale tieZ kvizy a rozne stitaze stvisiace
s EU. Nechybali ani stanky s informaciami o jednotlivych élenskych krajinach tinie.

,Pre Slovakov, ako pre vSetkych Eurdpanov, je 9. maj spolo¢ny sviatok. Pripomina
nam, hned’ po dni vitazstva v druhej svetovej vojne, ¢o sa stalo v roku 1950, ked’ pan
Schuman prisiel s deklaraciou, ktora navrhla raz a navzdy ukoncit’ odveku rivalitu veducu
k tol’kym vojnam a vytvorit novy model Eurdpy. Model zalozeny na mieri, na spolupraci
ana dobrom zivote,* hovori Ladislav Miko, vedtici Zastupenia Europskej komisie (EK) na
Slovensku. Podrla riaditel'a Kancelarie Eurdpskeho parlamentu (EP) na Slovensku Roberta
Hajsela sa Europska tnia stala pre Staty ako Slovensko zarukou istoty a obyvatel'om otvo-
rila nové Sance a vacsi priestor.

Organizatorom Dfia Eur6py v Bratislave bolo Zastupenie Europskej komisie na Sloven-
sku a Eurdpsky parlament - kanceléria na Slovensku. Partnerom podujatia st Urad vlady
SR, Ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci a eurdpskych zalezitosti Slovenskej republiky (MZ-
VaEZ SR) a hlavné mesto Bratislava.

Dna 9. méja 1950 predstavil francuzsky minister zahrani¢nych veci Robert Schuman
navrh na vytvorenie eurdpskeho uradu pre uhlie a ocel, ktory by dohliadal hlavne na
vyrobeov tychto strategickych surovin a prispel tym k zabezpeceniu mieru v Eurdpe. V
tom Case sa kontinent spaméitaval zo znicujucich nasledkov dvoch svetovych vojen a ocel
bola hlavnou surovinou pre zbrojarsky priemysel. Tento navrh, zndmy ako Schumanova
deklaracia, je povaZovany za zaCiatok budovania Europskej tnie.

Povodnymi zakladajacimi ¢lenmi EU boli Belgicko, Francuzsko, Nemecko, Taliansko,
Luxembursko a Holandsko. Prvé rozirenie nastalo v roku 1973. Slovensko vstupilo do
EU v roku 2004. Zatial’ posledné rozsirenie tinie bolo v roku 2013, kedy sa jej 28. ¢lenom
stalo Chorvatsko.

TASR

Najvicsia maridnska socha na
Slovensku vyrastla na hore Butkov

Monumentalnu kamennt sochu Panny Marie — Matky milosrdenstva pozehnal v sobotu
19. maja 2018, pocas tradicnej pute do Skalného sanktuaria Bozieho milosrdenstva na
hore Butkov v Ladcoch zilinsky biskup Mons. Tomas Galis. Viac ako 6000 putnikov zo
vietkych regiénov a diecéz Slovenska, d’alej z Pol'ska, Ciech a Rakuska, za casti desiatok
knazov a reholnikov v ,predvecer sviatku Zoslania Ducha Svétého vystapilo na horu
Butkov. Stali sa priamymi ucastnikmi pozehnania monumentalnej kamennej sochy Panny
Marie — Matky milosrdenstva, slavnostnej svitej omSe a sprievodnych duchovnych akeii.

»Dnesnym dnom akoby symbolicky dopliame vyjav z Golgoty. Aj sem na Butkov
prichadza ku krizu Maria. A podobne ako sa pri JeziSovom krizi stala Janovou matkou, tak
je v istom zmysle pritomnd pri krizi kazdého z nés... Mili putnici, prichddzajme na toto
miesto stretnutia s nebeskou Matkou. Ta socha je tmerna velkosti nasho Slovenska. Do

Pokracovanie na str. 22

FOTO: TKKBS/J4n Cechovsky
Viac ako 6000 putnikov zo vSetkych regionov a diecéz Slovenska, Pol'ska, Ciech

a Rakuska sa stali priamymi G¢astnikmi pozehnania monumentalnej kamennej
sochy Panny Marie — Matky milosrdenstva.

Den otcov moze
zurocit radost zZ otcovstva

Aj tohto roku v nedel’u 17. juna oslavime Def otcov. Ucta k muzom, ktori prevzali na
seba ulohu otca a zodpovednost’ za otcovstvo, sa slavi uz od roku 1910. V sucasnosti vsak
treba pozdvihnut’ identitu a postavenie otca v rodine. Z historie sa dozvedame, ze o zave-
denie Dna otcov sa zasluzila Sonora Smartova Doddova z mesta Spokane v americkom
state Washington. Inspiroval ju k tomu Den matiek, ktory slavime v druhtt méajovia nedel’u.
S. Smartova chcela, aby sa oslavovali taki vzorni otcovia, akym bol jej vlastny otec Wil-
liam Smart. Bol vojnovym veteranom. Zomrela mu manzelka, ked’ jeho dcéra Sonora mala
Sestnast’ rokov. Otec sa vtedy postaral nielen o fiu, ale aj o jej pat’ stirodencov. Tento pribeh
akoby chcel pripomentt, ze aj dne$ni muzi potrebujii nachadzat’ vzor otca.

Otec je silny pojem v prirodzenej i duchovnej rovine

V tretiu junovi nedel’'u maja teda otcovia svoj sviatok. Vzdy, ked’ poc¢ujeme toto silné
slovo — otec, mdze sa nam v SirSom kontexte vybavit’ viacero interpretacii. VacSine z nas
krestanov napadne aj spojenie: Boh Otec, Svity Otec, otec biskup ¢i duchovny otec. V su-
casnych komplikovanych ¢asoch mnohi hl'adaju skuto¢ny model muza a pozitivne vzory
otcovstva. Viaceri z nas, ktori sme si zamilovali zosnulé¢ho papeza Jana Pavla II., si mozno
spomenu, ako on vnimal vlastného otca. Karol Wojtyla viac raz spominal, Ze v jeho pamati
navzdy zostal jeho otec ako pokorny, pracovity muz plny bazne. Bol to chlap, ktory casto
kl'acal pod krizom, aby vyprosoval pomoc aj pre svojho syna. Dnes uz vieme, ako sa tieto
modlitby zuarocili. Ved’ jeho syn, oznacovany ako velky papez, za Stvrt'storocie vyrazne
ovplyvnil takmer kazdi oblast’ zivota.

Pokracovanie na str.23



