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'The FCSU Gathered in Washington, DC at the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception to Commemorate the 52nd Anniversary of the Jednota Chapel —

Our Mother of Sorrows

In 1965, the FCSU donated the Jednota Chapel of Our Mother of Sorrows at the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. The concept not only commemo-
rates important events in the life of the Virgin Mary, the Seven Sorrows, but also is relevant
to the Slovak people. Many Slovaks who suffered oppression under the rule of foreign mon-
archies and governments for hundreds of years paid homage to Our Lady of Sorrows with
annual pilgrimages to a church in Saétin, Slovakia, where a pieta has been since the 1700s.
In 1927 Pope Pius Xl proclaimed Our Mother of Sorrows Slovakia’s patroness. Today, the
Slovak Republic celebrates her feast day as a national holiday on September 15th, and
Sastin remains a favorite pilgrimage site. In the US, the award-winning Jednota Chapel is
the most visited in the National Shrine.

This September, coordinated by FCSU Branch 856 in Washington, DC, members of the
First Catholic Slovak Union from around the Society, gathered to attend Mass in Slovak at
the Chapel to commemorate its 52nd Anniversary. A reception at the Slovak Embassy fol-
lowed, hosted by H.E. Peter Kmec, Slovak Ambassador to the United States.

See page 5 for more.

Have you put your

Best Foot
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Insights and Viewpoints

St. Vincent Archabbey — Homilies,pamer Killian Loch, 0.S.B., Father Edward Mazich, 0.S.B.

October 22, 2017 -
29th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Matthew 22:15-21

Today’s first reading from the prophet

Isaiah gives us a lot to consider. It men-

tions Cyrus, a 6th century B.C. Persian

king, describing him as the “anointed” of

the Lord. Cyrus was quite a figure in the

ancient middle east, conquering many oth-

er kingdoms and ruling over an enormous

area; he is also mentioned in the books of Ezra and 2 Chronicles.

The Hebrew word describing Cyrus as “anointed” is meshiach,

which we recognize more in its English form “messiah.” The fact

that Isaiah applies the term “messiah” to a pagan king might strike

us as surprising since we normally think of it in association with

Christ. Isaiah thus strongly underlines God’s sovereignty in em-
ploying whichever human agents he chooses in history.

The reading goes on to indicate the uniqueness of the Lord—there is no other god—and
the unstoppable nature of his messiah. In Isaiah’s day, that was Cyrus; and later, it is Jesus
Christ, “Christ” also meaning “anointed.” Isaiah also emphasizes that God will send as his
messiah whomever he wishes, even a pagan like Cyrus, and that the Lord is not like other
earthly kings and need not conform to such expectations. God and his agents must there-
fore be accorded a respect and reverence which is far beyond what the people accord to
their self-appointed heroes.

This picture becomes clearer in the Gospel where Jesus, the definitive messiah of Israel,
is confronted with a trick question by the Pharisees and Herodians. Just as many people
in Old Testament times thought they had the messiah figured out, and the pagan Cyrus had
no part in their vision, so too the Pharisees and their friends thought they had the messiah
‘pegged,” and Jesus was not part of their picture. As a result they tried to dispose of him
with an insincere question intended to indict him either in the eyes of the common people or
of their Roman overlords.

The Pharisees think that there is no way out, and in strictly human terms there was not: it
appeared that Jesus had to either seem to grovel before the hated Romans by consenting to
the payment of the census tax, or he would be easily subject to denunciation and arrest as
a dishonest tax cheat. But Jesus transcended this human logic and responded according
to his own will. He showed his opponents that the messiah did not need to fit their expecta-
tions, and that it is God who governs his people, not the other way around.

We all fall into the Pharisees’ way of thinking at times, either fashioning God in our own
image and likeness, or thinking that the Lord’s anointed is accountable to us: “l prayed, but
did not receive what | asked for!” The truly remarkable thing is that through the incarnation
God does take on our human image and likeness and makes himself accountable to us of
his own free will. This is a divine condescension that proves that messianic power is truly
made perfect in weakness—in contrast to the grasping for power of the Pharisees, or to
Cyrus’ earthly might. This Sunday God's messiah is presented to us in all his glory and
humility in both the scriptures and the Eucharist. Let us rejoice not that Jesus outwitted the
Pharisees and Herodians, but rather that he offers the true anointing of salvation to all who
come to him, and invites us to share in it through the breaking of the bread.

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.fcsu.com
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October 29, 2017- 30th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Matthew 22: 34 - 40

We have the Ten Commandments, the precepts of the Church,
and numerous laws and rules we are expected to follow as mem-
bers of the Church. In the Gospel Jesus makes it clear that of all
of these, two take priority. The Gospel begins by informing us that
Pharisees and Scribes are intent on getting Jesus with their ques-
tions. This would give them something to charge him with and have
him silenced. However, they failed to realize or accept that with
Jesus they weren’t dealing with a mere Man, but with one was fully
human and fully Divine. His answer reveals his vast knowledge
and understanding of God’s word, after all Jesus is the Word made
Flesh.

The question put to Jesus seems simple; “Which commandment
in the Law is the greatest?” If Jesus were to single out one com-
mandment he would have opened himself up to being accused of
saying that the other commandments were not important. This response could be twisted,
distorted and taken out of context to attempt to ruin the credibility of Jesus as a teacher.
The wise response of Jesus is to quote two teachings from the Pentateuch. The first is from
Moses’ instructions to the Israelites in the dessert; “You shall love the Lord, your God, with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Deuteronomy 6:5) This is from a
passage that all Israelites were very familiar with, and is known as the Shema. It was recited
at the beginning of their gatherings, it was worn in leather pouches around their wrists and
foreheads, and was found in little containers on the doorways of their homes. There was
no way that they could criticize Jesus for citing this as being the greatest commandment.
To do so would be an attack on Moses himself. Jesus then adds a second commandment.
(Doesn't Jesus always do more than we expect or ask of him?) This second commandment
is from the book of Leviticus, (19:18) “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

In Luke’s Gospel this teaching about the neighbor is followed by the parable of the Good
Samaritan which answers the question, “Who is my neighbor?” The parable and the read-
ings this weekend teach us that our neighbor is much more than the person who lives
nearby. We are bound to one another by God who created us in His image and likeness, and
sent his son, Jesus, to unite us as brothers and sisters. Our history of accepting prejudice
because of race, ethnic background, or creed, give testimony of how difficult this second
great commandment is to live. This commandment is not about building walls to keep those
we see as undesirable out, but rather building bridges so as to welcome the alien, refugee,
and the persecuted. We are sometimes quick at rejecting the messenger who calls on us to
open our hearts to all our neighbors, but while rejecting the messenger who challenges us
is easy,it does not change the reality of this teaching of Jesus.

While it is easy for us to say that we will love God above all, we struggle with living it.
Materialism, ambition and pride often have us put God in the back seat. It is much more
difficult to say that we love our neighbors as ourselves. But that is what the scriptures teach
us today, and it is what Jesus teaches. These two commandments take ongoing work on
our part in order to master. We might never master them during our lifetime, but there is the
need for us to continue to progress.
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Christmas Oplatky — 2017

Oplatky, the traditional Slovak Christmas wafers, will be avail-
able this holiday season from Jankola Library. Orders will be
accepted from October 23 until December 15, 2017.

The Oplatky, five in one package are thermal-sealed and can
be purchased for $5.00 per pack. In addition, the minimum cost
of shipping and handling is $7.00 and upward depending upon
the number of packets ordered and the cost of priority mailing.
Customized requests can be filled to meet your needs. Payment
to Jankola Library is expected before receiving an order.

For more information or to place an order contact

Sister Catherine Labouré Bresnock, SS.C.M. at 570-275-5606 or
write to Jankola Library and Slovak Museum
580 Railroad Street, Villa Sacred Heart, Danville, PA 17821-1698

October 2017
Pope's Prayer Intention

Workers and the Unemployed: That all workers may receive respect and
protection of their rights, and that the unemployed may receive the
opportunity to contribute to the common good.

Work brings a basic dignity to our human participation in God’s creation. Although we
can cooperate in God’s work through our labor, and we can exercise creativity in the arts,
speech, and thought, we cannot truly create out of nothing. Only God creates in this fash-
ion, ex nihilo, and it was in this way that He created the world.

Pope Francis has since the beginning of his Pontificate put great emphasis on our
Christian duty to respect workers and the kinds of work they do. In a 2013 audience from
Labor Day, he exhorted the People of God, calling for an end to slave labor and human
trafficking, encouraging us to look for creative ways to help our brothers and sisters find
fulfilling work.

The Holy Father connected this to one of the pillars of Catholic social teaching, the
intrinsic dignity of every human person: “I wish to extend an invitation to everyone to
greater solidarity and to encourage those in public office to spare no effort to give new
impetus to employment. This means caring for the dignity of the person.” As we pray with
the Holy Father for workers this month, it is good for us to consider how we are building up
those for whom we work, those with whom we work, and those who work for us. We must
be especially attentive to our shopping habits and the way in which we use the Internet.
The products of sweatshops and human trafficking are widespread, and it takes careful
diligence and a deep life of prayer to avoid the temptation to exploit workers directly or
indirectly. Lord bless the work of our hands, Lord bless the work of our hands.

Reflection and Discussion

How can | assist in providing opportunities for fair work and fair wages in my family,
social, and professional life? What are my obligations to the underemployed or unem-
ployed? What am | doing to engage the issue of underemployment on a personal, local
or regional level?

Scripture

Acts 20:35 “In every way | have shown you that by hard work of that sort we must help
the weak, and keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus who himself said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.”

Salesian Priest Beatified in Bratislava

As of September 30, 2017, Slovakia has another blessed figure - de-
ceased Slovak Salesian priest and martyr Titus Zeman. A beatification cer-
emony of Titus Zeman took place at the Holy Family Church in Bratislava,
Slovakia, presided over on the Pope's behalf by Cardinal Angelo Amato,
SDB, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. More than 500
priests took part in the ceremony, including many monks and nuns. Accord-
ing to the organizers, some 25,000 worshippers attended Zeman's beatifica-
tion. On Sunday, October 1, Bratislava Metropolitan Archbishop Stanislav
Zvolensky celebrated a Holy Mass in the priest's birthplace - Bratislava's
borough of Vajnory.

Born on January 4, 1915, Zeman became a Salesian priest at the age of 25. He subsequently
served as chaplain, school counselor, and chemistry teacher. After the communists shut down mon-
asteries in Slovakia on April 13, 1950, Zeman organized three illegal escapes for young Salesian
seminarians to Italy in order to allow them to complete their studies and receive priestly ordination.
The third escape across a swollen Morava River on April 9, 1951 went awry, however, with Zeman
and the escapees captured and interrogated. Zeman, who was tortured during the investigation,
was sentenced to 25 years of imprisonment. He was released on parole with poor health after 13
years and died five years later as a result of his torture and imprisonment on January 8, 1969.

- From the TASR newswire
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Message from the National Chaplain:

The Summary of Pope emeritus Benedict XVI's
Encyclical Saved in Hope Continues with His Reflection on
Factors that Led to Hope Becoming Secularized - Part II.

Benedict states that the understanding of sin and redemption from
the Church Fathers as social realities and the teachings of Jesus have
given way to an individualistic understanding. He traces this change to
the English philosopher, statesman, scientist, and author Francis Bacon
(1561-1626). Bacon is known as the Father of Empiricism, a philosophy
that holds that knowledge of truth is obtained primarily through one’s
senses (sight, touch, etc.) He is also known as the Father of the Scien-
tific Method, which holds that all theories must be tested and proven by
the natural world, and not by use of reason, intuition, or revelation.

This new correlation between science and praxis introduced by Bacon, when applied to theology,
brings serious consequences. Redemption, the restoration of what was lost by original sin through
faith in Jesus, is now seen as through the link between science and praxis. Faith becomes relegated
as a private matter, and at the same time becomes somehow irrelevant. Hope is called “faith in
progress.”

Reason and freedom become increasingly central to the idea of progress, which has as its aim
complete independence. (Think “I can think/do/be whatever | want.”) This is how one becomes fully
human. Both reason and freedom seem to guarantee, became implicitly interpreted as being in con-
flict with the restraints of faith, the Church, and the political structures of the day. The French Revo-
lution (1789-1799) was an attempt to establish the rule of reason and freedom as a political reality.

Benedict then writes of Karl Marx (1818-1883), who offered a model of freedom and hope to people
living in conditions that demanded change. Marx encouraged revolution to replace capitalism with a
socialism without class distinction. This led to a replacing of the truth of the hereafter with the truth
of the here and now. Heaven is replaced by earth; theology by politics. Benedict points out Marx's
fundamental error. Marx showed precisely how to overthrow the existing order, but he did not say how
matters should proceed thereafter.

The Holy Father says Francis Bacon and others like him were wrong to believe that humanity would
be redeemed through science. Science has its proper role; it can contribute greatly to making the
world and mankind more human. Yet science does not redeems us; we are redeemed by love. The
human person needs unconditional love. He writes that in this sense it is true, that a person who does
not know God, even though he or she may entertain all kinds of hopes, is ultimately without the great
hope that sustains the entirely of his or her of life.

Benedict says our lives are filled with different hopes. We need greater and lesser hopes to keep
us going day by day. But these hope are insufficient without the great hope which surpasses all other
hopes. This great hope can only be God.

Rev. Thomas Nasta

Fraternally,
Fr. Tom Nasta
National Chaplain

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Tony Rossi, Director of Communications, The Christophers

Food for the Soul

“One does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.” Those
words of Jesus from Matthew 4:4 perfectly reflect the work we do at The Christophers, the work of feed-
ing people’s souls and spirits with gospel values. Along those lines, one of the hallmarks of our ministry
has just been published: Volume 52 of our “Three Minutes a Day” book.

With stories, reflections, and Bible quotes for each day of the year, the book is an ideal source of
prayer and meditation for today’s fast-paced world because, let's face it, we can all find at least “Three
Minutes a Day” for God. The book’s entries are meant to help you live a life more fully grounded in faith
and love and, of course, light a candle rather than curse the darkness. Consider this story that serves as
a reminder of Psalm 71:9, “Do not cast me off in the time of old age.”

Marleen Brooks found an unexpected letter when she arrived at her California home one day. It was
from a woman named Wanda, and read, “Would you consider to become my friend. I'm 90 years old -
live alone. All my friends have passed away. I'm so lonesome and scared. Please | pray for someone.”

Only someone with a heart of stone could resist that plea, so Brooks headed over to Wanda’s house,
bringing along some cupcakes the two could enjoy together. Thrilled by the company, Wanda revealed
that she suffers from a myriad of health problems, and no longer knows any of her neighbors. Brooks
knew she could do something about that last part, so she assured Wanda that she would be happy to
visit her from time to time.

Commenting on the story, writer Sarah Hosseini of the website Scary Mommy concluded, “One effort
here and there can make a huge difference in the lives of our seniors, whether they're your family, your
neighbor, or just someone you met at the grocery store. Connecting matters, it's what keeps us going
as humans.”

Kindness is often at the heart of the stories we feature, such as this one titled “Finding Jesus in Cincin-
nati.” Aleteia blogger Deacon Greg Kandra noticed a homeless man standing outside a Cincinnati hotel
on a cold winter day, so he stopped to chat for a few minutes. The man’s name was Jesse, and he said
that he had moved to the city with his wife to help his best friend with a failing business. But then the
friend and his wife ran off together, leaving Jesse to his own devices. Deeply touched by the sad story,
the deacon gave him a few dollars and promised to pray for him.

Deacon Kandra was then reminded of a story about the iconic Catholic television evangelist Bishop
Fulton Sheen and his niece. When she was young, she’d often walk around with her famous uncle and
people would stop to say hello and ask for money, which he gave them. When she questioned his pru-
dence, he responded, “One of those poor people might be Jesus.”

“‘But uncle,” his niece replied, “one of them could also just be a bum and a con artist.”

Bishop Sheen answered her, “I know. But | don’t want to take that chance.”

If you'd like to make stories like these a part of your daily life, you can order “Three Minutes a Day” for
$10 by calling 1-888-298-4050 or visiting our website at www.christophers.org.
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Back by popular demand!

September 1, 2017 - August 31, 2018

Ist Year Premium Waived on
Juvenile Enrichment Plan (JEP)

1st year premium waived on $10,000
Term Insurance *

. $14 annual premium

. Premium never increases

. Guaranteed convertibility at any time
up to age 25 (no medical examination
required)

. College scholarships available

. Free newspaper subscription

. Youth activities

All applications must be
received in the Home Office

FCSU FINANCIAL®
6611 Rockside Rd, Suite 300 postmarked
Independence, OH 44131 by August 31, 2018.
800-533-6682
f CSM@fCSu. com *Higher amounts available - please contact your

Branch Officer or the Home Office

WWW.fCSM. com Standard underwriting applies.




On Sunday, September 17, 2017, Branch 856
of the Washington DC area coordinated a spe-
cial Mass in honor of the 52nd anniversary of
the chapel donated by the First Catholic Slovak
Union in 1965.

The 11:00 AM Mass was celebrated in Slo-
vak by Fr. Richard D. Baker, pastor of St. John
Nepomucene in New York City, and assisted
by parochial vicar of St. John Nepomucene, Fr.
Martin Kertys. Many members of the FCSU were
in attendance, including: Miriam Visnovsky and
Terezia Rozmus from the Home Office; National
Chaplain Thomas Nasta; Region 1 Director and
Branch 746 President Sabina Sabados, Region
2 Director and Branch 857 Secretary Damian
Nasta and his wife Margaret; District 8 Secretary
Marion Mistrik; Branch 856 Financial Secretary/
Treasurer Katherine Nowatkoski; and members
from Region 1, New York, New Jersey and New
England; Region 2, Eastern Pennsylvania, Mary-
land, and Washington, DC; and Region 6, the
state of Ohio .

After Mass, FCSU members and guests were
invited to a reception hosted by Slovak Ambas-
sador to the United States Peter Kmec at the
nearby Slovak Embassy in Washington, DC.

(L - R) A Mass in Slovak was celebrated
by Fr. Richard D. Baker, pastor of St.
John Nepomucene in New York City, and
assisted by parochial vicar of St. John
Nepomucene, Fr. Martin Kertys.

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2017

FCSU Celebrated 52nd Anniversary of Jednota Chapel in Washington DC
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(Front row, center) Fr.
Martin Kertys, Parochial
Vicar of St. John
Nepomucene in New
York City, is surrounded
by members of the

First Catholic Slovak
Union who came to
commemorate the 52nd
Anniversary of the
Jednota Chapel from
around the Society.

(L - R) Front row: Region 1 Director and
Branch 746 President Sabina Sabados,
Branch 857 Mrs. Margaret Nasta, Mrs.
Monika Kmec, Slovak Ambassador
Peter Kmec, St. John Nepomucene
Parochial Vicar Fr. Martin Kertys, and
Secretary General of Slovak League in
America Nina Holy. Back row: Region
2 Director and Branch 857 Secretary
Damian Nasta, St. John Nepomucene
Pastor Fr. Richard Baker, Branch 856
Financial Secretary/Treasurer Katherine
Nowatkoski, Branch 856 Secretary
Marion Mistrik.

The 2017 Licina Slovak Gala:

An Evening in the Heart of Europe

Saturday, November 11, 2017
Holy Spirit Party Center
5500 W. 54t Street ® Parma, OH 44129

Featuring:
The Lucina Slovak Folklore Ensemble of Cleveland
Lucinka Children’s Ensemble
Slovak Domovina Dancers of Windsor, Ontario
DJ Denis

Tickets: S50/Person
S$360/Table of 8
$40/Person under 21

Limited Seating! Only 250 seats available. Advanced sales only.
No tickets sold at the door.

Ticket includes:
Entertainment
Full-course dinner with 3 entrees & dessert

(Vegetarian and gluten-free meals available if preordered)
Open Bar
Raffles & Gift Baskets throughout the evening
Followed by music for dancing and listening pleasure with DJ Denis
Doors open: 6:00PM ** Dinner 6:30PM ** Program: 7:30PM

For tickets, call: Tom Ivanec, 440-668-7797
Miriam Visnovsky, 440-638-9921

All proceeds to benefit the Lucina Slovak Folklore Ensemble,
Celebrating their 36" Anniversary

Thank you for your support!

(L - R) Fr. Richard Baker, FCSU Home
Office Staffer Terezia Rozmus, Monika
Kmec, Slovak Ambassador Peter Kmec,
FCSU Home Office Staffer Miriam
Visnovsky, and Fr. Marin Kertys.

H.E. Peter Kmec, Ambassador from the
Slovak Republic to the United States,
addresses the crowd at the opening
of the Slovak Embassy reception for
FCSU members who attend Mass at the
National Shrine early in the day.

(L - R) FCSU’s Katherine Nowatkoski,
Damian Nasta and Sabina Sabados at
the Slovak Embassy reception

(L - R) Fr. Richard Baker talks with
Slovak Ambassador to the United States
Peter Kmec

(L - R) Members of
the FCSU: Miriam
Visnovsky, Emilia

Filak, Terezia
Rozmus, and Sabina
Sabados
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New Online Resource Available to Learn More about
Slovakia - its people & the language

- Submitted by

ARE YOU PLANNING ON PASSING
YOUR ASSETS TO LOVED ONES?

Then consider

WEALTH TRANSFER

Wealth management
through our Single Premium Whole Life Policy

Here are the benefits:

. Avoid income tax
. Avoid probate

. Cash value growth

Interested? Call 800.533.6682 today!

FCSU Financial - First Catholic Slovak Union
Contact your branch officer or the home office
6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, OH, 44131,
800.533.6682, www.fcsu.com, insurance@fcsu.com
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Halloween Holiday Trivia

e Jack o’ Lanterns originated in Ireland where peo-
ple placed candles in hollowed-out turnips to keep
away spirits and ghosts.

e Pumpkins also come in white, blue and green.
Great for unique monster carvings!

e Halloween was brought to North America by im-
migrants from Europe who would celebrate the har-
vest around a bonfire, share ghost stories, sing, dance
and tell fortunes.

* Tootsie Rolls were the first wrapped penny candy
in America.

 The ancient Celts thought that spirits and ghosts
roamed the countryside on Halloween night. They be-
gan wearing masks and costumes to avoid being rec-
ognized as human.

* Halloween candy sales average about 2 billion dollars annually in the
United States.

 Chocolate candy bars top the list as the most
popular candy for trick-or-treaters with Snickers at
#1.

e Halloween is the 2nd most commercially suc-
cessful holiday, with Christmas being the first.

e Bobbing for apples is thought to have origi-
nated from the Roman harvest festival that honored
Pamona, the goddess of fruit trees.

¢ Black cats were once believed to be witch's fa-
miliars who protected their powers.

Upcoming Events at the American
Slovak Club in Lorain, OH

The United Slovak Societies at the American Slovak Club located at 2915
Broadway Avenue, Lorain, OH, 44055 will host the following events:

Clambake
TBA
Please visit www.americanslovakclub.com for details

Children's Halloween Bowling
Party for Member's Children
Sunday October 29th at 1:30
Sign up at Bowling Alley or call 440/244-1293

Stedry Vecer, Traditional
Slovak Christmas Eve Dinner
Sunday December 3rd 5:30p.m.
cocktails, 6:00p.m. dinner
Entertainment by Ed Klimczak
Advanced Tickets only $20 the
event is open to the public, cash bar
Contact Len Zilko at 440/988-3236

Save the Date and stay tuned for further details
Silvester Steak Fry
Sunday December 31st 5-9p.m.

The United Slovak Societies is comprised of the members of the local lodges
in Lorain OH.

These Lodges include; St. Ann's Branch #114 of the First Catholic Slovak
Ladies Association, St. John the Baptist Lodge #228 of the First Catholic Slovak
Union, National Slovak Society Assembly 160, Slovak Catholic Sokol Wreath
111 and the Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union Branch #77.

- Submitted by Michele S. Mager

Member, FCSU Branch 228

Secretary, United Slovak Societies

Member, Board of Directors, American Slovak Club
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(Far left) Branch 24’s Alexander Fedoriouk and (center stage) Beata Begeniova-
Fedoriouk perform with Harmonia at the Third Annual Slavic Festival in Johnstown,

| The Third Annual Festival
September 23, 2017

From 1880 until 1920, thousands of Slavic immi-
grants came to Johnstown, PA, to find employment
in the area’s mills and mines. By 1920, 25 percent of
Johnstown'’s residents were of Slavic descent. They
created a rich network of churches and social clubs
to support their way of life and culture.

Johnstown went through tough economic times in
the 1970s and 80s, and many people were forced
to leave the community. Johnstown’s ethnic organi-
zations suffered. Today, many young people want to
know about their ethnic heritage, and the culture and
history of their Slavic ancestors.

On September 23, 2017 this heritage was at the
third annual Johnstown Slavic Festival. The day in-

cluded music, dance performances, homemade food, educational exhibits, vendors and
workshops.

eminder. . .

All English and Slovak articles should be sent directly to the
editor Teresa Ivanec, First Catholic Slovak Union, 6611 Rockside
Road, Suite 300, Independence, OH 44131-2398. The email ad-
dress for articles is fcsulifeeditor@gmail.com. Articles may also be
sent by Fax at 216/642-4310. Teresa Ivanec can be reached by
phone at 216/642-9406 or 1/800-533-6682.

Readers are reminded that all address changes for the JEDNOTA newspaper must
be done at the Home Office in Independence, Ohio. If you have an address change, a
cancellation or wish to receive the paper, write to: First Catholic Slovak Union, FCSU
Home Office, 6611 Rockside Rd., Independence, OH 44131-2398. Phone 1/800-JED-
NOTA; fax at 216/642-4310 E-mail: FCSU@aol.com
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Michael J. Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D.

(This is Part Il of an article that ran in the Oc-
tober 4, 2017 issue of Jednota about General
Milan Rastislav Stefanik (1880-1919), one of the
founding fathers of the first Czecho-Slovak Re-
public. This part centers around the statue to
him in Paulhan, in southern France, and several
other Stefanik monuments.)

Soon after Stefanik's death in May 1919, there
were calls for memorials to be built to the fallen
Slovak leader. That same year, Milan Hodza,
a Slovak delegate and later Prime Minister of
the republic, already suggested a memorial in
Bratislava to Stefanik.

After his death, Stefanik was laid to rest at a
burial mound (mohyla) on May 11, 1919, near his
hometown of KoSariska in the district of Myjava.
The location was dramatic, with a command-
ing view of the countryside, sitting atop Bradlo
Hill (altitude 1,781 ft), 3 km above the village
of Brezova pod Bradlom, and on the road to
KoSariska.

As the 10th anniversary of the end of the

Great War was approaching, the sculptor Dusan
Jurkovi¢ designed a gigantic memorial to be
built to house the tomb. The monumental burial
tomb was built from 1927 to 1928. Construct-
ed of white travertine from the Spi$ region, the
monument consisted of two terraces, with slop-
ing sides and built with thick and heavy rectan-
gular bricks. On each corner of the monument
stood tall stone obelisks (four total) that loomed
to a height of 12 m (39.3 feet). The tomb lay
at the top of the monument. It was dedicated
on September 23, 1928, and became a regular
gathering place to memorialize Stefanik and his
contribution to Slovaks and the Allied cause in
the Great War.
. After World War II, The communists despised
Stefanik for his anti-Bolshevik views, and left the
monumental memorial unattended and decaying
into ruins. An exception to this neglect occurred
in 1968, during the democratizing reforms of the
Slovak leader Alexander Dubcek. Slovaks would
again pay tribute to Stefanik.

In 2010, a retired schoolteacher from the area
shared stories about how she would always lay
bunches of flowers at the site even during the
communist era. At home with their families, peo-
ple could speak the truth; her grandfather told
her stories about the noble nature of Stefanik
and his magnanimous personality. A former le-
gionnaire in Russia, he had seen and heard
Stefanik when he visited the Legion in Siberia;
communist propaganda could not fool everyone.
Above all, her most memorable and inspirational
experience at Bradlo occurred in 1968. At a me-
morial service for Stefanik, thousands of people
flocked from across Czechoslovakia to pay trib-
ute to one of the founders of their country. She
noted: “I had never seen it like this: there were
so many bonfires and it burned so brightly that
its shadow hung over nearby Ko3ariskd” (Slovak
Spectator, August 30, 2010).

When | visited the monument with my wife in
1983, the grandiosity of the astounding memorial
magnified the purposeful and ignominious ne-
glect. No signs indicated there existed any such
monument, and we climbed a long, steep hill to
reach the site. Upon arriving at the summit, no
one else was around and the place was aban-
doned. Large weeds were thriving, indicative of
the disrespect of the totalitarian regime.

Since the overthrow of communism, the state
turned the area into a beautiful park. | visited
Bradlo again in 2014 and could see with my own
eyes the dramatic change. The monument had
been restored to its former glory and deserved
respect which Slovaks hold for their early 20th
century leader. Every year in early May and on
his birthday on July 21, many people gather to
remember their fallen hero. Bradlo remains a
site for continuing commemorations and national
celebrations. There are always fresh flowers at
his tomb.
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The Milan R. Stefinik Statue in Paulhan, France - Part II

The author outside of Paulhan, France.

The Paulhan
Herault Monument
to the Glory of

the Army of the
Revolution in 1911.

Dr. Michael
Kopanic at
the Stefanik
Memorial in
Paulhan in
2017.

Origins of the Stefanik Aviator Statue

Still at the time of the original memorial
dedication at Bradlo, there was a call for other
memorials to Stefanik. In 1928, the Slovak Na-
tional Council appointed a committee to initiate
an anonymous competition to make a statue of
Stefanik. A Czech sculptor, Bohumil Kafka, won
the competition with his design called "Kosariska
A" It featured a statue of Stefanik in an aviator
suit on a pedestal with a tall rectangular column
topped by a lion behind the statue. The lion's
head would face the Danube River and his front
foot stood on the emblem of the Czecho-Slovak
Republic. }

Kafka chose to depict Stefanik in a pilot's
uniform because of the pivotal role he played in
serving in the French army's air force and the at-
tention it garnered from French generals at the
time. The sculptor dressed him in the same air-
man's uniform he wore when flying back to his
homeland on his last tragic flight, as it spoke of
the technological advances during the war. A
scroll in his hand stood for the "good news" (the
Pittsburgh Agreement of 1918 which signified
the wish of the two nations to join in @ common
state). A huge column symbolized the Legion
which fought to form the Czecho-Slovak Repub-
lic. The lion placed on top of the column stood
for courage as well as the defense of state of
Czecho-Slovakia, which the lion protects.

Kafka made several models of the Stefanik
statue, the first a 248 centimeters model (over
8 feet tall) that was one-third of the size he had
intended. Two bronze sculptures were cast in

this size. In 1933, Kafka exhibited one of these
statues at the Muséé du Luxemburg in Paris.
Subsequently, the French government pur-
chased the statue with the intention of placing it
in the "Parc de Princes" Square in Paris, about
5.8 miles from the city center.

Because World War Il events happened short-
ly thereafter, the statue was stored in a Paris de-
pository during the war. The French knew they
had to hide statues of military heroes from pub-
lic display, lest the Nazis destroy them. People
simply forgot about the statue, as more pressing
issues occurred during the Nazi occupation of
Paris. }

The other smaller Stefénik statue lay in stor-
age for many years at the Bohumil Kafka Mu-
seum near the town of Nova Paka in northern
Bohemia. Not until 1994, after the fall of commu-
nism, did it reappear in a public place. In grand
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the
Slovak National Uprising of 1944, attended by
President Vaclav Havel, the Czechs placed the
statue high atop Petfin Hill in Prague, just in front
of what Czechs named the Stefanik Observatory.
First constructed in 1928, visitors can today visit
the observatory to learn more about astronomy,
the focus of Stefanik's peacetime career.

The originally planned large statue (740 cm or
24.3 feet high) was dedicated in Bratislava in the
Spring of 1938, and placed in front of the Reduta,
the Slovak National Concert Hall. Later a lion
on a column was added behind the monument,
as well as a pedestal for the statue. Because
of the tense political situation with Germany and
the dawn of the Slovak autonomous govern-

ment, the lion was posed to look in the direction
of the flow of the Danube rather than towards
the Petrzalka district, which Germany annexed
in 1939 after Hitler tore apart Czecho-Slovakia.

Rumor had it that when Adolf Hitler stood in
Petrzalka and could clearly see the lion on the
opposite riverbank, he uttered the words: "The
cat must go away!" Thus the Slovak wartime
regime acquiesced; the lion was stored in some
barracks for many years until it reappeared after
the Velvet Revolution of 1989.

Following the communist seizure of power
after World War I, the regime had the Stefanik
statue destroyed in 1954. Soldiers tore down the
statue and had it melted down for scrap metal at
the Patronka factory in Bratislava.

Stefénik's abhorrence of communism was
hardly a secret; he had termed Bolshevism “the
negation of democracy." Stefanik had compared
communism and democracy as follows:

"Bolshevism speaks, shouts, howls; democ-
racy thinks, teaches, convinces. Bolshevism
awakens the lowest instincts and desires; de-
mocracy appeals to honor and conscience. Bol-
shevism steals the neighbor's fur coat; democra-
cy weaves an overcoat for all, even the poorest.
Bolshevism gives to the people the torch and
dagger; democracy the hammer and plow. Bol-
shevism sells souls for profits and forms parties
of bandits and sectionaries; democracy gives ad-
vantages to all in accordance with right. Bolshe-
vism means decay, misery, hunger; democracy
creates and is the continuation of normal life and
well-being. Bolshevism is the blinding light of a
rocket; democracy the glowing light of salvation.
Bolshevism is the enemy of mankind and we
have to fight it" (Labor Digest).

The Stefanik aviator statue did not make a
reappearance in Bratislava until 2009, when it
was dedicated near the Danube in front of the
newly built and larger Reduta. Using a cast from
the existing statue in Prague, the Slovak govern-
ment had the statue recast to its former height of
24.3 feet, with a lion on a column behind it, as in
B. Kafka's original model.

The Stefanik Memorial in Paulhan

. How did the one of the original one-third size
Stefanik statues wind up in Paulhan, far from
Paris?

From 1911 until the Second World War, the
square on the southern tip of town center was
adorned by a French Revolution statue which
stood over a fountain, entitled "To the Glory of
the Armies of the Revolution." Pressured by the
Germans during World War 1, the collaboration-
ist Vichy regime of France ordered Paulhan to
melt down its six bronze statues and use the
metal to assist the German war effort.

After the war, in 1955, the mayor of Paulhan
requested a statue from the Minister of Culture
in Paris to replace the former statue. It sent a
statue by Bohumil Kafka named "The Aviator,
General Stefanik." The town placed the statue
on a pedestal at the spotin 1955, and inhabitants
had no idea of who it was, and simply called it
"The Aviator." 3

Possibly Louis Paulhan, Stefanik's good friend
and fellow aviator, might have played a role in
bringing the statue to its present location, for its
destination in Paulhan hardly seems a mere co-
incidence. But Louis Paulhan died in 1963 and
the people of the town of Paulhan lost any idea
of whom the aviator depicted on the statue actu-
ally was.

No one seemed to know whom the statue de-
picted until 1983. By mere chance at that time, a
former Slovak pilot, Major Alexander Matus, was
traveling through Paulhan and recognized the
statue as that of Stefanik, resembling the same
monument that the communist regime in Slova-
kia had destroyed in Bratislava.

As communism crumbled in Slovakia, former

continued on page 9
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Stefanik Square in
Paris, France

The Milan R. Stefinik Statue

continued from page 8

Czech and Slovak soldiers then helped rescue
the statue from anonymity. Nine years later in
1998, the Ambassador of the Slovak Republic
in France placed a wreath at the monument.
The ambassador then assisted in arranging a
visit of a delegation from Paulhan to the towns
of Brezové pod Bradlom and Ko$ariska in Slova-
kia. On May 7, 2000. Paulhan and the two towns
in Slovakia would officially become sister cit-
ies. Once aware of the Stefanik statue, Slovaks
began to take more interest in its preservation.
Finally, then Slovak ambassador Marek EStok
spoke about restoring the statue to its original
state and reached an agreement with Paulhan.
The French town council, the Departement
of Hérault, and the Slovak Ministry of Interior
agreed to jointly fund its restoration. Following
extensive work, the renewed and cleaned statue
was unveiled in a grand ceremony with Ambas-
sador EStok, Paulhan Mayer Claude Valéro, and
other dignitaries on November 11, 2015, in com-
memoration of Armistice Day. They placed a
plaque in French which read:

"To the memory of General Milan Rastislav
Stefanik and the Slovak and Czech Legionnaires
entombed during the First World War on the ter-
ritory of France."

Today the square is called "Place du Général-
Stefanik" and a plaque commemorates the Slo-
vak leader who was also a French citizen and
war leader. The French and Slovak dignitaries
now regularly remember Stefanik in a formal
commemoration ceremony, usually around the
time of Stefanik's birthday, July 21.

Shortly before | visited Paulhan in 2017, Paul-
han erected a prominent sister city sign at its
border to proclaim the friendship with the Slovak
towns.

Stefanik Square in Paris

Although not its originally intended place in
Paris, a Stefanik Square (Place du Général-
Stefanik) still exists in Paris. Rather than
adorned with a statue, the square is home to a
unique plaque with a Slovak cross remembering
Stefanik's contributions to science, France and
the Allied cause. It reads:

Général, Aviateur, Astronome, Diplomate,
Milan Rastislav Stefanik, Frangais d'origne
Slovaque

L'observatoire de Meudon

(General, Aviator, Astronomist, Diplomat, Mi-
lan Rastislav Stefanik, a Frenchman of Slovak
Origin -- The Meudon Observatory)

Conclusion

_ Thus today there are many memorials to
Stefanik across Slovakia, one on Petfin Hill in
Prague, and the two aforementioned in Paulhan
and the plaque in Paris, France. In addition to
the noted monuments at Bradlo and Bratislava,
KoSice placed busts of Stefanik and Masaryk in
a park, and Trencin also erected a park monu-
ment in his honor. Many cities and towns across
Slovakia renamed streets after him, including
Stefanikova ulica in Bratislava. (Formerly called
Leninova ulica (Lenin Street), | used to ride my
bicycle every day on that street in 1982, on my
way to the State Archives.). Even Slovakia's larg-
est airport was renamed Letisko M. R. Stefanika.

Finally, let us not forget that Slovak-Americans
erected the first statue of Stefanik in Wade Park
in Cleveland, sculpted by famous Slovak artist,
Frico MotoSka, At the busy intersection of Dr.
Martin Luther King Blvd. and East Blvd., the ten
foot tall statue was visible to thousands every
day, but at a very busy intersection, and dif-
ficult to photograph or hold a ceremony at. In
2013, the statue moved to the new Slovak Cul-
tural Garden and remains a place where Slovak-
Americans proudly continue to pay tribute to one
of their greatest national heroes.

The Stefanik monument in Trenéin, Slovakia.
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The First Catholic Slovak
Union sponsored the
entertainment, as well as
provided several baskets
for raffle - all to benefit
the monks of St. Andrew
Abbey Svorad, a Slovak
Benedictine Order in
Cleveland, OH, all of
whom are members of
the First Catholic Slovak
Union, Branch 24.

The Lucina
Slovak Folklore
Ensemble

of Greater
Cleveland
performed
during the
annual fall
benefit.

(L - R) FCSU members and guests:
Fr. Justin Dyrwak, pastor of Church
of the Assumption in Broadview
Hts, OH; Barbara Sutila, Branch 855
Member, James Kopco, Branch 24
Member, Sally Kopco, Branch 24
Member, and William Kopco, Branch
24 Member.

(L - R) Members of the FCSU
Home Office Staff: Terezia
Rozmus, Miriam Visnovsky,
Barbara Sutila, and Teresa
Ivanec.

FCSU at Annual Fall Benefit for
St. Andrew Abbey

On September 24, 2017, St. Andrew Abbey held its annual fall benefit at the Amer-
ican-Croatian Lodge in Eastlake, OH. The event — a fundraiser for the monks of the
Slovak Benedictine Order located in Cleveland, OH - began at 2:00PM with Mass
and included a 3PM welcome by Abbot Gary Hoover, a 4PM full course dinner, a “live
auction” conducted by Fr. Gerard Gonda that featured dinner and time spent at the
Abbey, and a 6PM closing prayer during which the “Ultima” was sung by the monks.
All of the monks of St. Andrew Abbey are members of the First Catholic Slovak Union,
Branch 24. FCSU Home Office staffers Robert Kopco and Barbara Sutila served on
the event committee, and the Home Office sponsored the afternoon’s entertainment by
the Anthony Culkar Band. The FCSU donated two baskets for raffle as well. Attendees
enjoyed performances by the Lucina Slovak Folklore Ensemble as well as its children’s
group Lucinka. Face painting, a balloon artist, and raffling of some 30 baskets rounded
out the afternoon’s festivities.
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—News From Slovaksn—

Nitra to Become 2018
European City of Sports

Nitra, October 3 (TASR) - Nitra will become the European City of Sports in 2018, the Eu-
ropean Capitals and Cities of Sport Federation (ACES Europe) has decided.

A commission from ACES Europe took tours last month of the ice-hockey arena and the
football stadium in Nitra - both venues of the respective premier league competitions. Mem-
bers of the commission also inspected reconstruction plans - both finished and in develop-
ment - at individual sport areas and discovered how successful the most popular sports in
Nitra have been, said mayor Jozef Dvonc.

A native of Nitra, Matej Toth became the 50-kilometre race-walk Olympic champion last
year, a few months after HK Nitra became champions of ice-hockey’s premier league. HK
Nitra took the premier-league silver in 2017.

"Members of the commission saw running tracks, a climbing wall, cycling courses and
other sporting facilities at the Sihot City Park. They were also intrigued with our bike sharing
project, which has been received with huge interest by people in the city," stated the mayor.

Nitra will assume the 2018 European City of Sports title in Brussels on December 6.

Hyundai Opens Modern

Training Center in Irnava

Trnava, October 3 (TASR) - A new training center for the Hyundai brand equipped with
top-notch technology was opened in Trnava on this date, with Hyundai Motor Slovakia Presi-
dent Yong Jin Kim and the company's CEO Robert Baumgartner symbolically cutting the
tape for the new Hyundai Training Academy.

The construction of the center, which will primarily serve to train sales and service staff,
took 18 months.

"The Hyundai brand is firmly anchored in Slovakia; the country is an automotive super-
power, so it's a logical step that we've decided to strengthen our investments and open a
training center in Trnava while providing country-wide services," said Baumgartner.

He went on to say that manufacturers are currently investing in the development of eco-
mobility and eco-engines. "Hyundai is the world's first to assemble four types of ecological
engines," he said.

"We're approaching a time when we'll speak more electronically about battery-powered
and hydrogen-powered cars, and it's these technologies that have to be managed correctly.
One of the training center's objectives will be training people who take care of our vehicles,
so that they are able to manage these technologies perfectly," said the CEO, adding that
a network of 25 electric vehicle charging stations should be built in Slovakia within a year.

Established in 1967, the South Korean Hyundai Motor Company currently has eight man-
ufacturing plants and seven design and technical centers around the world. It sells cars in
30 European countries within a network of 2,500 authorized dealers.

The Slovak Spectator Turns from
Biweekly to Monthly Newspaper

Bratislava, October 3 (TASR) - The only Slovak newspaper publishing in the English lan-
guage has launched new multimedia services for its readers beginning in October, according
to Martina Misikova of The Slovak Spectator.

Moreover, as of this month, the newspaper will be published only once a month instead of
twice a month, as has been the case up until now.

The Slovak Spectator guarantees its readers a minimum of 16 pages monthly. "We expect
the new format to provide a broader scope for the kind of analytical materials we plan to
publish both in print and in online versions of the newspaper," said The Slovak Spectator
editor-in-chief Michaela Terenzani.

Furthermore, a new digital service — which includes sending a weekly review of the most
interesting events as well as audio recordings with a weekly overview of political and busi-
ness news — has been launched this month as well.

The Slovak Spectator has been on the market since 1995 and offers Slovak news in Eng-
lish covering the topics of politics, business and culture.

For news about Slovakia, Financial Tips, and more,
find us on: Facebook.

Visit www.facebook.com/FirstCatholicSlovakUnion




PAGE 1l

Jednota Crossword
Duzzie

4
14 15

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2017

Struthers, OH — Branch 259
Accepting Scholarship Applications

Attention Branch 259 members: a $500 scholarship will be award- 1 2 3
ed to a member of Branch 259 who qualifies. For an application and
additional information, please contact: Vivian Sedlacko at 330-755- 13
8316 or Rosemarie Yuhas at 330-755-9048.

Applications must be submitted to: 17 Wilhelm Street, Struthers, 17
OH, 44471. The deadline for submission of applications in Decem-

9 10 |11 |12

16

19

ber 29, 2017.
Fraternally yours,

Vivian Sedlacko
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Is your FCSU profile up to date? {7 Jreekporice

Keats creations

Help us serve you by making sure we have all your latest infor-

mation on file - address, phone, email, beneficiary 65

Call the Home Office and Update Your Profile Today at:
1-800-533-6682 (JEDNOTA)

Or go to http://www.fcsu.com/update-profile

64 Heiress type

Compass pt.

See Solution on Page 19
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Scorch

Soft drinks
Vistas

Type of poll
Cupid’s projectile
Battery contents
Fine fabric

Hot Diggity
singer Perry

New newts

Pairs

Box office sign
Inventor Whitney
Certifiable

Bar topic
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ATTENTION

The Jednota Benevolent Foundation, Inc has extended its deadline for accepting
applications for its 2017 Scholarship Program to October 31, 2017.

THE COMMITTEE SHALL AWARD UP TO TEN ONE-TIME $500 SCHOLARSHIPS
TO THE CANDIDATES WHO BEST SATISFY THE AWARD CRITERIA.

71 Any individual of Slovak descent and Catholic faith who attends an Approved Post Secondary
Educational Institution is eligible for a Scholarship.
1 Applicants will be required to describe accomplishments they believe would qualify them for
recognition in general, and specifically, accomplishments in the areas of:
= Scholarship
= Leadership
= Service to school, church and community
Applicants will also be required to provide:
* An official college transcript of grades and all standardized test scores achieved,
including all ACT or SAT scores; (if applicable)
= One (1) letter of recommendation authored by a teacher, counselor, administrator or an
employment supervisor familiar with the applicant;
= Examples of applicant’s community involvement;
= A list and description of leadership positions held by applicant;
= A list of awards received by applicant for scholastic excellence, community
involvement, or leadership ability;
= A description of the applicant’s academic or career objectives;
= A statement demonstrating an applicant’s need for education financing.

For applications, please contact:
Jednota Benevolent Foundation, Inc.
First Catholic Slovak Union, 6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300, Independence, Ohio 44131
Phone 1-800-533-6682 - Fax 216-642-4310

E-mail: fesu@fcsu.com — Website: http://www.fesu.com/membership-benefits/scholarships/

APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MIDNIGHT OCTOBER 31, 2017

*Family members of the Scholarship Committee are not eligible to apply for this scholarship.

WALE  FENALE

Purchase Single Premium Whole Life

Insurance coverage for your NEWBORN NEWBORN
children or grandchildren (018 §5,000 for §410 5,000 for §345
and receive
FREE S1OJ0GIFTCARD = w0
: §5,000 for $475 85,000 for 8410
with the certficate
AGE 10 AGE 10
'Features: . S0 for 5% 0 r For additional sign up forms, tally sheet, and program details, go to
+ Pay one premium and have fully paid-up http:/iwww.fcsu.com/events/
Insurance AGE 15 AGE 15

+ Issued in any amount ($5000 or more)
+ Excellent gift for children or grandchildren

§5,000 for 670 $5,000 for §570 .
From the Desk of the Executive Secretary

Holiday Hours
FCSU Financial @ First Catholic Slovak Union, 800'533'6682 The Home Office and Jednota Estates Office will be
Contact your branch officer or the Home Office closed on Thursday, November 23 and Friday _,,

6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, O, 44131, 800.533.6682, 24, 2017, in observance of the Thanksgiving
www.fesu.com, insurance(@fcsu.com holiday.
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRANCH 1P -
BEAVER MEADOWS, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 1P members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 1P is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 5P -
EXETER, PENNSYLVANIA

The Saint John the Evangelist Society, Branch 05P,
will hold a meeting on Sunday, October 22, 2017, at
1:00 pm. The meeting will be held at the home of
Marion Rubino, President, 67 9th St. Wyoming, PA.

On the agenda will be a discussion of branch busi-
ness and activities. The agenda will include election
of officers for 2018 and the upcoming convention.
All members are invited and encouraged to attend.
Please call Marion Rubino if you plan to attend 570-
693-0399.

Marion Rubino, President

BRANCH 7 -
HOUTZDALE, PENNSYLVANIA

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Society Branch 7 of
the First Catholic Slovak Union will hold a meeting on
Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 9:00 A. M. at Christ
the King Parish Center, 100 Brisbin St. Houtzdale, PA.
Election of officers will take place. All members are
invited to attend the meeting.

Joseph C. Cervenak, President

BRANCH 16P -
WEST WYOMING, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 16P members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 16P is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 19 -
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT

St. Joseph Society, Branch 19, will have our Annual
Mass for the deceased members of our branch on
Sunday, November 12, 2017, at Sts. Cyril and Metho-
dius Church, 79 Church Street, Bridgeport, CT. Mass
will be celebrated at 8:30AM. After Mass, we will have
a branch meeting. Unfortunately, due to circumstances
beyond our control, we are not able to use the church
hall for our usual breakfast meeting. Instead, we will
meet at the home of Jacqueline Zack, 15 Brookhedge
Road, Trumball, CT, at 10:00AM, for a business meet-
ing where we will acknowledge our John A. Zahor
Scholarships to the following freshmen:

Michael Agoglia Patrick Jezierny
Carly Brainard Robert Strada |l
William Hiza IlI Alexis Zabor

We also will honor our special FCSU scholarship
winners:

Logan McDonald
Patrick Monks

Courtney Skolka
Rachael Radwill

In addition, we will give our college-bound juniors
grants to help them with their college expenses with
Andrew J. Imbro Grants given to the following:

Terra Grace
Wesley Kocurek
Robert Lorys, Jr.
Peter Monks
Hayley McDonald
Stacie Nolan
Stephen Panella
Christine Radwill

All awards will be mailed to the recipients; although
we certainly hope to have the opportunity to recognize
them in person at some point in the future.

The annual meeting will be held on Sunday, De-
cember 10, 2017, at the home of Jacqueline Zack, 15
Brookhedge Road, Trumbell, CT, at 10:100AM. At this
meeting we will have election of branch officers and
election of delegates to the 2018 National Convention
in Cleveland, OH.

Henry Zack, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 23 -
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 23, St. Joseph Society, of Johnstown PA will
hold our 2nd. Annual Branch meeting on Sunday, No-
vember 5, 2017, at 2 PM. The meeting will be held at
Denny's Restaurant, 3156 Elton Road, Richland Twp,
Johnstown PA 15904. Don't Fall out of touch with what

is happening.  All members of Branch 23 are asked
and encouraged to attend this meeting. Any questions
please call Theresa Cassat (814) 254-2532.

Theresa Cassat, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 24 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Branch 24 will hold a meeting on Sunday, Decem-
ber 17, 2017, at 1:00PM at the Hungarian Business
Club, 15805 Libby Road, Maple Heights, OH, 44137.
The branch will hold election of officers at this meet-
ing. Luncheon will be served directly after the meet-
ing; for reservations, please call Branch Activities Di-
rector Susan Lang at 216-577-9699.

Robert J. Kopco, President

BRANCH 24 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Attention Branch 24 members: the branch is once
again offering its CHRISTMAS IN JULY MEMBER-
SHIP PROMOTION. For every WHOLE LIFE INSUR-
ANCE POLICY or ANNUITY you purchase or sell by
November 1, 2017, Branch 24 will give you a com-
plimentary ticket to the Vilija (Christmas Eve) Dinner
sponsored by St. Andrew's Abbey every Christmas
season.

If you have any questions, please contact me at
(216) 524-0952. For more information about FCSU
products and to download applications or forms, go
to our website at www.fcsu.com. We hope you take
advantage of this great opportunity and can join us at
this year's Vilija.

Robert J. Kopco, President

BRANCH 35 -
BRADDOCK, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Michaels, Branch 35, will hold its annual meet-
ing on Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 1:00 p .m. at
1987 Centurion Drive, Forest Hills, PA. The agenda
will include election of branch officers, discussion of
branch activities and election of delegates for the up-
coming 2018 FCSU National Convention.

Janet Sullivan, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 38 -

WHITE OAK, PENNSYLVANIA
Holy Trinity Society, Branch 38 will hold its annual
meeting on Thursday, December 7, 2017, at 7:00 pm
at 3409 Eisenhower Drive, White Oak, PA15131. The
agenda will include officers’ reports and discussion on
2018 fraternal social activities. At this meeting, we will
be electing branch officers and electing delegates to
the 2018 National Convention. All Branch 38 mem-
bers are urged to attend, and all visitors are welcome.
If anyone is interested in FCSU Annuities or Life In-
surance, please call Florence Matta at 412-466-7460.
Logan Haselhoff, President
Florence Matta, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 45-
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

The St. Matthew the Evangelist Society, Branch 45,
will hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, December 3,
2017 at 12:00 p.m. after the Slovak Mass at St. John
Nepomucene Church, 66th Street and First Avenue,
New York City. On the agenda will be a financial re-
port, officers’ reports, a report on last year’s activities,
election of officers, and a discussion on events for the
upcoming year. We urge all members to attend this
meeting.

Sincerely,

Maria Jurasi, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 60 -
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 60 -McKeesport will hold its semi-annual
meeting Sunday, October 29, 2017 at the home of
President Ann Wargovich (58 Lilmont Drive, Swiss-
vale) at 1:00 p.m.

On the agenda will be Officers' reports, election
of officers, election of delegates (2018 Convention),
and discussion of upcoming events. All members are
urged to attend.

Julie Perla, Secretary

BRANCH 85 -
BLAKELY, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Florian Society, Branch 85K, will hold its fall
meeting on Tuesday, November 21, 2017 at 7:00PM
at the Jessup American Legion, Post 411, Church
Street, Jessup, PA. The agenda will include election
of officers for 2018.

Stella Skovira, Financial Secretar

BRANCH 89 -
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Branch 89 will hold our Fall Communion Breakfast
and Meeting on Sunday, November 5, 2017. Mass will
be celebrated at 9:00AM at St. Margaret Mary Parish,
3970 N. 92nd Street, Milwaukee, WI, 53222. Immedi-
ately following the Mass, all are invited to breakfast,
which is free for all members. Guests are welcome but
will pay for their own breakfast at the cost of $15 per

person. Branch is at 10:30AM, along with the start of
the meeting, at The Capitol Café, 14375 W. Capitol
Drive, Brookfield, WI, 53005.

Please call to make your reservation by October 25,
2017 to President Mike Novak at 414-445-5382.

There will be a prize drawing during the brunch.

Fraternal regards,

Mike Novak, President

BRANCH 90 -
OLYPHANT, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 90 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 90 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 98 -
TORRINGTON, CONNECTICUT

Attention Branch 98 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 98 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 110 -
DELANCEY, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 110 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 110 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 112 -
MAHANOY CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

St John the Baptist Branch 112 will hold an annual
meeting on Sunday, December 3 at 1 PM at Paler-
mos Restaurant. The agenda will include: Election of
officers, officer's reports, election of delegates to the
2018 convention and new business. Please call Karen
Sterling 570-640-1796 by November 26, 2017, if you
plan to attend or if you have any questions.

Karen Sterling, Secretary

BRANCH 121 -
SOMERVILLE, NEW JERSEY

Attention Branch 121 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 121 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 124 -
SOUTH FORK, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 124 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 124 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 128 -
MT OLIVE, ILLINOIS

Attention Branch 128 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 128 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 136 -
NUREMBERG, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 136 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 136 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 144P -
HARLEIGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 144P members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 144P is greatly needed. If you are interested
in accepting an officer position or would like more in-
formation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at
the FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 149 -
MORRISDALE, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 149 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 149 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 153 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

St Stephen Branch 153 will have its annual meet-
ing on Saturday, November 4, 2017. The meeting
will begin at 11:30 am at Cucina Biagio, 7319 West
Lawrence Avenue in Harwood Heights. Officers will
be elected at this meeting. Charitable contributions
will be discussed. All members are invited to attend.
Afraternal luncheon will be served after the meeting.

Dorothy Jurcenko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 156 -
BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 156 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 156 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 162 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Wendelin Society, Branch 162, will hold its
quarterly meeting on Sunday, December 3, 2017, at
9:00AM at the Uniontown Country Club, at 25 Bailey
Lane, Uniontown, PA, 15401.

Officers’ reports will be given, and upcoming events
and branch activities will be discussed. Arrangements
for Christmas donations will be made. Regional Direc-
tor James Marmol will advise us of activities from the
home office. All members and guests of Branch 162
are cordially invited to attend the brunch meeting. Call
for reservations by November 28, 2017, to Dolores
Marmol at 724-437-4983.

Dolores Marmol, Secretary

BRANCH 169P -
JOHNSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 169P members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 169P is greatly needed. If you are interested
in accepting an officer position or would like more in-
formation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at
the FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 181 -
UNITED, PENNSYLVANIA

All members of Branch #181 are invited to attend
the meeting on Saturday, November 4, 2017 imme-
diately following the 5 p.m. Mass at St. Florian R.C.
Church in United , PA.

The meeting will be held in the Formation Room in
the former convent.

The election of officers and finalizing plans for the
Viljia are on the agenda. Light refreshments will be

continued on page 16
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT 5 - MICHIGAN DISTRICT

The Michigan District will hold its semi-annual meeting on Sunday, October 22, 2017, at the Deer
Lake Inn located at 7504 Dixie Highway, Clarkston, MI 48346. (thats exit 93 on I-75, and just 1 mile
west of |-75)

Our meeting will begin at 12:45 pm. Lunch will be served at 1:00 pm. The business meeting will
follow the lunch. On the Agenda will be Officer Reports and New Business which includes financial
budget, ELECTION OF OFFFICERS for 2018 and the ELECTION OF THE DISTRICT CONVENTION
DELEGATE in advance of the 2018 FCSU National Convention to be held in Cleveland, Ohio.

Branch 633 is hosting this meeting. Please notify Dianna Rimarcik at (PHONE NUMBER) 248-
714-9620 with the number of delegates attending from your branch no later than October 13th so the
restaurant can be notified of the number of attendees expected. If you are unable to confirm prior to
the event but wish to attend, a $20.00 fee will be collected at the restaurant. Those making advance
reservations will not be charged.

****Please remember, a branch delegate must attend at least one District meeting in order to be
eligible for compensation from the Home Office.

Dianna Rimarcik, Secretary
4945 Wavewood Dr.
Commerce twp., Ml 48382
248-714-9620

DISTRICT 6 - PITTSBURGH DISTRICT

Branch 2 will host the next district meeting on Sunday, November 26 at 1 PM. The meeting will be
held at the Holy Trinity Parish Hall at 529 Grant Avenue Extension in West Mifflin. We will discuss
social and business activities for 2018. Officers for 2018 will be elected. Matters concerning the
upcoming national convention, including election of the district delegate, will also be on the agenda.

As always, members are urged to check the Jednota for updates on FCSU business matters as
well as contests and tournaments. The national convention is coming next year; be careful to fulfill all
requirements for sending delegates.

While we look forward to seeing everyone at the FCSU district meetings, remember there are many
other local Slovak events that also merit your attention:

** Western PA Slovak Dinner Dance — Sunday, October 8, Westwood Golf Club, West Mifflin PA.

** WPSCA monthly meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at 7 PM at the Mt Lebanon
Public Library: November 6 — Slovak Immigrants to America, December 4 — Slovak Show-&-Tell.
Become a member of the WPSCA to get the newsletter listing all of their events.

** Slovak Language Classes are held Tuesdays in spring and fall. Contact Bozena Hilko at bozi@
comcast.net. Fall classes are directed toward intermediate and advanced students. Spring classes
are for beginners. Children’s classes in the summer.

** Slovak Heritage Day at the Pitt Cathedral of Learning — Sunday, November 5 —noon to 5. Slovak
seminars, entertainment, food and vendors.

** Don't forget the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Radio Hour — 3-4 PM, Sunday’s — WPIT-AM 730.
The program is also streamed live at www.wpitam.com.

**You can follow the Pittsburgh Slovakians and the Western PA Slovak Cultural Association on
Facebook. The National Czech & Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar Rapids also has a Facebook
page. Check out your family's hometown in Slovakia. Even a small village may have a Facebook
page.

** Various Slovak programs and courses are available through the University of Pittsburgh Depart-
ment of Slavic Languages and Literatures. See www.slavic.pitt.edu

** If you're interested in study abroad, Slovakia has a number of major universities; some have
programs taught in English. Check out www.slovakia.com/study-in-slovakia/

** The National Slovak Society Museum in McMurray PA is available to visitors Monday-Thursday
from 9-3. Contact Sue Ondrejco for information and reservations. See www.nsslife.org/Museum.php.

** The CzechoSlovak Genealogical Society International will hold its next meeting on October
18-21, 2017 in Pittsburgh. Your correspondent will be giving a presentation on Slovak Alias Names.
Further information can be found at www.cgsi.org.

** FCSU insurance information and forms can be found at www.fcsu.com. Many interesting Slovak-
related links may be found at fcsu.com/resources.

** The September 13 issue of the Jednota has an interesting account of the Senko’s summer trip
to Slovakia. The April 19 issue has a list of stipend requirements.

If anyone knows of additional Slovak events in Western Pennsylvania that they wish to be included
in our district notice, they should email information to the secretary.

Fraternally,

Margaret A. Nasta, Secretary
manasta@uverizon.net

DISTRICT 7 - THE REV. JOHN MARTVON DISTRICT
All branches are invited to attend the district's second annual meeting, hosted by Branch 372,
on Sunday, October 22, 2017, at 2:00 PM. It will be in the church hall of St. Michael Church, in St.
Michael, PA. Election of officers will be held at this time. There will be a luncheon served after the
meeting. All district branches are welcome. It would be nice to see some new faces.
Sharon Allison, Secretary

DISTRICT 10 - THE REV. STEPHEN FURDEK

Mark your calendars our first meeting of 2018 will be held at the Slovak J Club, 485 Morgan Ave,
Akron, OH 44311 on January 21, 2018 at 2 pm. We will be electing delegates to the upcoming
Convention. Please plan to attend and learn more about convention activities and issues we may be
addressing at the convention. Our Society is only as strong as its members —take an active part and
help keep our Society strong.

If you plan on attending, please call Linda Hanko @330-706-0151 or 330-690-9611. We need a
headcount for refreshments. Please RSVP one week before the meeting.

Respectfully submitted

Linda Hanko, Secretary/Treasurer

DISTRICT 11 - THE MSR. JOSEF TISO DISTRICT

The 2017 Annual Meeting of the Msgr. Josef Tiso District (District 11) is scheduled for Sunday,
October 29, 1:30 PM at the C.U.Club, 910 Sixth Avenue, Ford City. When possible, Branches should
designate their representatives to Grace Charney, District Secretary, at (724) 664-7185 by October
22; however, Branch members not previously identified are welcome to participate in all District meet-
ings on a walk-in basis.

Significant Agenda Iltems

-- Reassignment of beneficial members from inactive/non-participating Branches within District 11
to active Branches

-- Currently effective realignments of responsibility for servicing FCSU policies

-- Realignments still under consideration

-- Election of District Officers

-- |dentification of Potential Delegate(s) to Quadrennial Convention in 2018

Reminders

-- Per FCSU By-Laws, Branch representation at one of the two District meetings each year is
required to qualify for receipt of the annual Branch stipend.

-- Up-to-date payment of District dues and attendance at District meetings are requirements for
Branch eligibility to send delegate(s) to the quadrennial FCSU convention.

-- Branch representation at District meetings need not be by Branch officers; any beneficial mem-
ber may represent his/her Branch.

Grace M. Charney, Secretary

DISTRICT 12 - THE MONSIGNOR ANDRE HLINKA DISTRICT
On Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 1:00PM, a meeting of the Andre Hlinka District will be held at
Kings Restaurant in Bentleyville, PA. There will be an election of officers and discussions relative
to district business and election of delegates to the 2018 National Convention in Cleveland, OH.
Members of the various branches are urged to attend. Any questions, call Joseph Tarquinio at (724)
929-9788. We from District 12 wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
Frances Tarquinio, Secretary

DISTRICT 13 - THE JOZEF CARDINAL TOMKO DISTRICT

The Jozef Cardinal Tomko District, District 13, will hold its semi-annual meeting at 2:00PM on
Sunday, November 5, 2017 at Cozy Corners in Osceola Mills, PA, 16666 (Route 53 South on Osceola
Mills/ Houtzdale Highway.

All local branches belonging to the district are to send a delegate to the meeting. Call Rosemary
Deliman at 814 342 5592 if you plan to attend.

There will be election of officers for 2018. Luncheon will be served prior to meeting.

Rosemary Deliman, Secretary/Treasurer

DISTRICT 14 -THE REV JOSEPH KOSTIK DISTRICT
The district will hold its next meeting on November 21, 2017 at 2:30PM at MRL Lab, 250 Bridge
Street, Struthers, OH, 44471. This will be a general meeting with election of officers. All members are
encouraged to attend. The December 19, 2017 meeting will also be held at at 2:30PM at MRL Lab,
250 Bridge Street, Struthers, OH, 44471. On the agenda: election of delegates to the 2018 National
Convention in Cleveland, OH next August. All members are encourage to attend.
Joe Scavina, Vice President

DISTRICT 15 - PRINCE PRIBINA DISTRICT
Prince Pribina District will hold Annual Meeting on Saturday November 18, 2017. The meeting will
be held at 11:00 AM at Slovak American Center, 1690 Placentia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831. On the
agenda will be: officer reports and financial report, election of officers for the year 2018 and election
of the District Convention Delegate to the 2018 FCSU National Convention. All Branches in our area
are encouraged to participate and have their concurrent Annual Meeting.
Paul Skuben, President

DISTRICT 16 - THE MSGR STEPHEN KRASULA DISTRICT
The Msgr Stephen Krasula District 16 will hold its annual meeting on Sunday, December 10, 2017
in the Rectory of St. John Nepomucene Church, 411 East 66th Street, New York, NY immediately
following the 10:15 Slovak Mass. On the agenda will be branch reports, financial report, election of of-
ficers and discussion of plans for future activities in 2018. We urge members of Branches 41, 45 and
716 to attend and participate in this meeting. Representatives from other Districts are also cordially
invited to attend. Refreshments will be served after the meeting. The Slovak Mass at 10:15 will be in
remembrance of Jozef Bilik, past President of Branch 716 FCSU.
Joan Mary Skrkon, Secretary

DISTRICT 20 PRINCE RASTISLAV, MONTREAL, QUEBEC

The annual district meeting will be held on Sunday November 5, 2017 at the Sts.Cyril and Metho-
dius Church hall immediately following the eleven (11) o’clock Mass.

The agenda will include Social calendar for 2018. Election of officers as well as discussion re: the
upcoming convention In August 2018.

Branch 784 and 810 are urged to send representatives.

Alight lunch will be served.

Alexander S. Dobrik, President

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.fcs.com
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served.

For more information or directions call 724-547-
0803.

*Please note there will be a special meeting on
Sunday, December 3, 2017 immediately following the
Viljia for the election of delegates to the 51st Interna-
tional Convention of the First Catholic Slovak Union
in Cleveland on August 4 - 8, 2018. The Vilija will be
held at the Bishop Connare Center in Greensburg, PA.
Members interested in becoming a delegate should at-
tend.

For more information or directions call 724-547-
0803.

Vicki Hricik, Secretary

BRANCH 189 -
GALLITZIN, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 189 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 189 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 199 -
HOSTETTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 199 will hold a meeting at 1:00 PM on Sun-
day, November 12, 2017, at Jioio’s Restaurant, Route
981, Latrobe, PA. Election of officers will take place
at this meeting. All branch members are encouraged
to attend.

Barbara Patula, Secretary

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 200 invites you to attend our monthly
branch meetings which are held the 1st Thursday of
every month (except June & July) in the upstairs So-
cial Hall, 910 6th Avenue, Ford City, PA 16226. So for
the rest of 2017: Nov. 2nd with Nomination of Officers,
& Dec. 7th with Election of Officers.

We look forward to your presence at the monthly
meetings held in the banquet hall directly following the
BOD'’s meeting at 7pm. If you are not local to attend,
please send your ideas to me @ vschaub123@gmail.
com as we are compiling memorabilia for our 125th
Anniversary in 2020.

Fraternally,

Vicki L. Schaub, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 211 -
LATROBE, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 211 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 211 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 213 -
VALENCIA, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Michael the Archangel, Branch 213, will hold a
semi-annual meeting on Sunday, December 10, 2017,
at 1:00PM. The meeting will be held at 2603 Eloquent
Lane, Valencia, PA, 16059. On the agenda: election
of branch officers and general branch business. All
members are invited to attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Belechak, Secretary

BRANCH 215 -
KELAYRES, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 215 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 215 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 221 -
TOLEDO, OHIO
Attention Branch 221 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.
Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 221 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.
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Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 228 -
LORAIN, OHIO

The St. John the Baptist/Holy Trinity Lodge, Branch
228, will hold an election of delegates to the 51st Qua-
drennial Convention of the First Catholic Slovak Union
at our meeting to be held on Monday, December 18,
2017 at 7 P.M. at the American Slovak Club on 30th
and Broadway in Lorain, OH. The Convention will
be held in Cleveland, OH, from Saturday August 4th
through Wednesday August 8th, 2018, at the Hilton
Cleveland Downtown Hotel. We currently expect to be
permitted to seat six (6) delegates at the Convention
to represent our Branch and will also elect alternates
to serve if a delegate is unable to attend the Conven-
tion. We hope to have all delegates and alternates de-
cided upon at this meeting so the certification process
can begin immediately after the meeting.

Once again, | challenge our younger members to
consider being a convention delegate and becoming
even more involved in our organization. It is a truly
special experience that is interesting, fun and gives
a sense of accomplishment knowing that you are di-
rectly contributing to the operational direction taken by
the FCSU for the next four (4) years. Please contact
Tom Zuffa at 440-320-6523 or Len Zilko at 440-988-
3236 if you are interested in becoming a convention
delegate candidate and, of course, come to this very
important meeting.

As a reminder, our meetings are held on the 3rd
Monday of each month except for the months of Janu-
ary, February, July and August when no meetings are
scheduled. The Branch will hold its annual election
of officers, by-law review and election of two (2) rep-
resentatives to serve on the American Slovak Club
Board of Directors at each December meeting. All
meetings begin at 7 P.M. and are held at the American
Slovak Club. Visit the websites for the FCSU at fcsu.
com and the Slovak Club at americanslovakclub.com
for an update on current activities. You are sure to find
many items of interest.

Thomas B. Zuffa, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 233 -
BROCKPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 233 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 233 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 260 -
CAMPBELL, OHIO

The branch will hold its semi-annual meeting on
Sunday, December 17, 2017, at 1:00PM at Bedford
Trails Restaurant, Coitsville, OH. On the agenda:
election of officers and general branch business.

Fraternally,

Paul Ritz, Presiden

BRANCH 276 -
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. John the Baptist, Branch 276, will hold
their next meeting on Sunday, November 19, 2017, at
1:00PM at St. Patrick's Church Hall on 32nd Street in
McKeesport, PA. We will be discussing coming events
for the New Year and will also be having election of of-
ficers for 2018. Delegates for the National Convention
to be held next year will also be elected. If you would
like to become an officer please attend this meeting.
We look forward to seeing new people.

Nancy Gerdich, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 280 -
NATRONA HEIGHTS, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 280 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 280 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 299 -
CLARENCE, PENNSYLVANIA
Attention Branch 299 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.
Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 299 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the

FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.
Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 308 -
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

Attention Branch 308 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 308 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 312 -
BAGGALEY, PENNSYLVANIA
Branch 312 will hold its semi-annual meeting on
Sunday, October 22, 2017, at 1:00PM at the home
of President Mark Smolleck, 1121 Monastery Dr,
Latrobe, PA, 15650. Fore more info: 724-539-8326.
Michaelene Smolleck, Secretary/Treasurer
y
BRANCH 320 -
STOCKDALE, PENNSYLVANIA
The officers of SS Peter & Paul Society, Branch
320, invite their members to attend the branch’s next
meeting on Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 11:00AM,
at the residence of Frances Tarquinio, 209 Sylvan
Drive, Belle Vernon, PA. Frances may be reached at
(724) 929-9788. On the agenda will be the election of
officers, along with election of delegates to the 2018
National Convention in Cleveland, OH. Members are
urged to attend. May baby Jesus grant you the hap-
piest of holidays.
Mary Anne Higginbotham, President

BRANCH 322 -
STUMPCREEK, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 322 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 322 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 324 -
CARTERET, NEW JERSEY
There has been a merger between Branch 324K
Carteret, NJ and Branch 746K Linden, NJ.
All members of Branch 324K will now hold member-
ship in Branch 746K.
This merger has taken place as of September 11,
2017.
If you should need any service on your policy, or
new or additional insurance, please contact:
MARY J KAPITAN
166 ECHO AVE
EDISON, NJ 08837-2631
(732) 225-2658
We wish to thank all the past officers for their dedi-
cation and efforts through the years performed in the
spirit of fraternalism.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 326 -
FREDERICKSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
There has been a merger between Branch 326K
Fredericksburg, PA and Branch 856K Washington Dc,
VA.
All members of Branch 326K will now hold member-
ship in Branch 856K.
This merger has taken place as of October 03,
2017.
If you should need any service on your policy, or
new or additional insurance, please contact:
KATHERINE NOWATKOSKI
806 BLACKFRIARS LOOP
CARY, NC 27519
(919) 651-0363
We wish to thank all the past officers for their dedi-
cation and efforts through the years performed in the
spirit of fraternalism.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 327 -
POTTSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
Attention Branch 327 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.
Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 327 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 333 -
GRASSFLAT, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 333 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 333 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 335 -
LEBANON, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 335 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 335 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 348 -
CLARKSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA

Attention Branch 348 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 348 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 353K -
BELLAIRE, OHIO

Attention Branch 353K members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 353K is greatly needed. If you are interested
in accepting an officer position or would like more in-
formation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at
the FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 362 -
ST CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO

Attention Branch 362 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 362 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 367 -
FAIRCHANCE, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph's Branch 367 will be holding its next
meeting on Wednesday, December 6, 2017. The
meeting will be held at O'Gillies Pub, 200 E. Askren
Street, Uniontown, PA 15401, at 2 PM in the after-
noon. All members are invited. Election of 2018 of-
ficers and election of delegates to the 2018 National
Convention will be held. If planning on attending
please call Audrey Balazik, President at 724-438-3887
or Kathryn Baranek, Secretary at 724-569-1006. To all
our members and their families we wish you a blessed
and happy holiday season.

Kathryn Baranek, Secretary

BRANCH 372 -
BEAVERDALE, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 372, St. Joseph Society, will hold its annual
meeting at the home of President Michael Hudak, 829
Cameron Ave., Beaverdale, PA, on Sunday, Novem-
ber 26, 2018, at 2:00PM. Election of officers for 2018
and other important agenda items will be discussed.

Michael Hudak, President

BRANCH 373 -
WEIRTON, WEST VIRGINIA
Attention Branch 373 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.
Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 373 is greatly needed. If you are interested in

continued on page 17
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accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.
Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 381 -
PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY
There has been a merger between Branch 381K
Passaic, NJ and Branch 746K Linden, NJ. All mem-
bers of Branch 381K will now hold membership in
Branch 746K.
This merger has taken place as of September 12,
2017.
If you should need any service on your policy, or
new or additional insurance, please contact:
MARY J KAPITAN
166 ECHO AVE
EDISON, NJ 08837-2631
(732) 225-2658
We wish to thank all the past officers for their dedi-
cation and efforts through the years performed in the
spirit of fraternalism.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 382 -
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA

Saints Cyril & Methodius Society, Branch 382, will
conduct its annual fall meeting on Sunday, November
5,2017. Officers and members will gather at noon in
the VFW, 1100 Chestnut Street, Dunmore, PA.

The agenda will include reports of the executive
officers and representatives to District 17 events (the
annual summer picnic and the semi-annual meeting).
Members will also discuss future branch activities. In-
formation from the Home Office will be disseminated
including information regarding the 2018 Quadrennial
Convention.

Election of officers for 2018 will be held.

Refreshments and socializing will follow. All mem-
bers are urged to attend.

Frank M. Slovenkai, Jr. is branch president. Other
officers include: Elizabeth M. Slovenkai, vice presi-
dent; Michael J. Slovenkai, Sr., treasurer; Michael J.
Czankner, recording secretary; and John J. Slovenkai,
Sr., financial secretary.

Elizabeth Slovenkai, Vice President

BRANCH 388 -
LATROBE, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 388 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 388 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 393 -
GREENSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Society, Branch 393, will hold its next
meeting on Sunday, November 19, 2017, at 1:00PM
at the New City Buffet, 5142 State Rt. 30, Suite 175,
Greensburg, PA. On the agenda: election of branch
officers. and election of delegates to the 2018 National
Convention. All members are welcome. For reserva-
tions, please call Mary Ann Nalevanko at 1-724-834-
6386.

Mary Ann Nalevanko, Secretary

BRANCH 414 -
FARRELL, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 414 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 414 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 425 -
BARBERTON, OHIO

St. Marks Society, Branch 425, will be holding its
annual meeting on Sunday, November 26, 2017, at
the home of Paul Slota, 1371 Eastern Road, Rittman,
OH. The meeting will take place at 1:00PM. Election
of officers will take place. To RSVP please call 1-330-
825-3534.

Jeannette Willis, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 450 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO
The St. Joseph Society, Branch 450, will hold its
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annual meeting on Saturday, November 18, 2017.

The meeting will begin at 11:00 AM at Holy Spirit
Byzantine Catholic Church Hall, 5500 West 54th
Street, Parma, Ohio 44129. (between Brookpark and
Snow Rd. )

On the agenda will be officers’ reports, the 2017
financial report, discussion of branch activities, and
other business pertaining to the branch. The election
of branch officers will take place at this meeting.

All members are urged to attend. Refreshment will
be served after meeting.

Fraternally,

George P. Carny, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 461 -
BUFFALO, NEW YORK

Attention Branch 461 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 461 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 484 -
CORAL, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Society, Branch 484KJ, will hold its
annual meeting on Sunday, December 17, 2017, at
2:00PM. It will be held at the home of Financial Sec-
retary Monica Rura, 819 Power Plant Road, Coral PA,
15731. The agenda will include financial reports, elec-
tion of officers, payment of bills, donations, member-
ship, etc. All members are cordially invited to attend
and to participate in the discussion of obtaining new
members.

Monica Rura, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 493 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Society,
Branch #493 in Chicago, will hold its Annual Meeting,
Election of Officers, Election of FCSU 2018 Conven-
tion delegates, and Christmas Luncheon on Saturday
November 25, 2017.

Location: Mabenka Restaurant, 7844 S. Cicero
Avenue, Burbank, IL 60459. Attendees will gather
at 1:30 pm for a period of fraternal fellowship and
refreshments. The meeting will start at 2:00PM. Af-
terwards, attendees will enjoy a Christmas luncheon.

If you plan to attend, please contact the Financial
Secretary by Wednesday, November 22, so that we
can give the restaurant an accurate head count. Call
Bob at (773) 558-5956 or (502) 244-6643.

Robert Tapak Magruder, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 497 -
CAMBRIDGE, OHIO

Attention Branch 497 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 497 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 505 -
EMMAUS, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 505 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 505 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 512 -
GREENSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 512 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 512 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 514 -
PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY

There has been a merger between Branch 514K
Perth Amboy, NJ and Branch 746K Linden, NJ. All
members of Branch 514K will now hold membership

in Branch 746K.
This merger has taken place as of October 2, 2017.
If you should need any service on your policy, or
new or additional insurance, please contact:
MARY J KAPITAN
166 ECHO AVE
EDISON, NJ 08837-2631
(732) 225-2658
We wish to thank all the past officers for their dedi-
cation and efforts through the years performed in the
spirit of fraternalism.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 553 -
AKRON, OHIO

The branch will hold its next meeting on November
19, 2017, at 2PM at the J club 485 Morgan Ave, Ak-
ron, OH. On the agenda: election of branch officers.
If anyone is interested in running for office please send
your name and what office you would like to hold to
Grace Bacot at 485 Morgan Ave Akron 44311.

Other events at the J Club:

Spaghetti Dinner - Wed. Nov 1 and Wed. Dec 6
from 4:30PM to 7:00PM

Watch party for Ohio State vs Penn State - Octo-
ber 28; come and join in the festivities, starting at the
3:00PM game time. If you wish we will have presale
tickets for a $15 Steak Dinner to be served at halftime.
You do not have to purchase a dinner to participate in
watching & cheering on your team.

Sandie Klucar

BRANCH 580 -
WEST MIFFLIN, PENNSYLVANIA

Sacred Heart of Jesus Branch 580 will hold a meet-
ing on November 19, 2017, after the 9:30 Mass in
the Holy Trinity Social Hall, 529 Grant Ave Ext. West
Mifflin, PA, 15123.

Election of officers will take place. All members are
welcome.

Virginia Jasek, Secretary

BRANCH 581 -
GARY-WHITING, INDIANA

The St. Michael the Archangel, Branch 581, will
hold a meeting on Sunday, December 11, 2017, at
1PM at the Lake Park Restaurant, 7 East Old Ridge
Rd., Hobart, IN. The agenda will be election of of-
ficers, insurance premiums for children to be paid for
the first year, and the upcoming play.

RSVP Ann, 219-947-2793 or George, 219-926-
2410

Ann Buczek, President

BRANCH 586 -
UNION GROVE, WISCONSIN

Attention Branch 586 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 586 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 587 -
ALIQUIPPA, PENNSYVLANIA

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 587, will
hold its semi-annual meeting on Sunday, November
12, 2017, at Harold’s Inn, 2134 Broadhead Road,
Aliquippa, PA, at 2:00PM. Election of officers will be
held. All members are welcome to attend. Please
make reservations by calling (724) 375-2287 before
November 6, 2017.

Edith Valo, Secretary

BRANCH 591 -
CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS

Attention Branch 591 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 591 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 595 -
MUSKEGON HTS, MICHIGAN

Sunday, November 5 Polka Dance - 3pm-6pm; food
available for purchase.

Sunday, December 3 Polka Dance - 3pm-6pm;
food available for purchase

Saturday, December 9 Kid's Christmas Party -
1pm; please call Tatra Hall to sign up your child, this
is a free event.

Sunday, December 17 Monthly Branch M eeting -
2pm; election of officers will take place, please make
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sure to attend.
Refreshments every Tuesday and Thursday .50 off
Hours are Mon-Fri, 1pm-8pm, Sat 12noon-8pm
Come down and enjoy yourself. All events take
place at Tatra Hall 2536 Sixth St. Muskegon Heights
231-733-2575
Susan Hornik, Secretary

BRANCH 636 -
TOLEDO, OHIO

Attention Branch 636 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 636 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 670 -
DONORA, PENNSYLVANIA

The officers of St. Anton of Padua, Branch 670, in-
vite their members to attend the branch’s next meeting
on Sunday, December 3, 2017, at noon at Kings Res-
taurant in Bentleyville, PA. There will be an election
of officers along with election of delegates to the 2018
National Convention in Cleveland, OH. Members are
urged to attend. Any questions, call Joseph Matinko
at (724) 747-7332. Wishing you a Blessed Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

Dorothy Petrus, President

BRANCH 700 -
SUGAR CREEK, MISSOURI

Attention Branch 700 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 700 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 702 -
LIVINGSTON, ILLINOIS

Attention Branch 702 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 702 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 716 -
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Due to the NYC Marathon on November 5th, the
annual meeting of St. Stephen the Martyr Society,
Branch 716, has been postponed from November 5th
to November 12th. The November 12th meeting will
start at 1:00PM in the Parish Hall, St. John Nepomu-
cene, 411 East 66th Street, New York, NY.The agenda
will be the election of Branch 716 officers for 2018, a
financial report for the Branch and planning of future
events for next year. Refreshments will be served after
the meeting.

Also, the November 5th Sunday Slovak Mass at
10:15 AM will be for our deceased Branch 716 Presi-
dent Jozef Bilik. All members are urged to attend the
Mass.

Fraternally,

Joan Mary Skrkon, Acting Secretary

BRANCH 738 -
MUNHALL, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Michael's Branch 738 will be holding our semi-
annual meeting on Monday, December 4, 2017, at
6:30PM at the VFW on Whitaker Way in Munhall, PA.
The meeting will include a celebration of Christmas
and a review of the annual audit. Also we will have
election of officers for 2018. We will begin discussion
about delegates for the next National Convention in
August of 2018, as well. All members are invited to
attend. Please join us and become involved in your
branch and its future.

Patricia Guidish, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 743 -
STERLING HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN

The St. Joseph Society, Branch 743, will hold its an-
nual meeting on Sunday, December 3, 2017, at 1:00
p.m. On the agenda will be Officers’ Reports, a 2017
financial report, approval of the 2018 budget, discus-

continued on page 19
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SHIRLEY (OBUSEK)
MANDELLA
BRANCH 38 -
WHITE OAK,
PENNSYLVANIA

Shirley  (Obusek)
Mandella, age 80 of
McKeesport, PA, died
August 21, 2017, at
ManorCare Health Services — Monroeville,
PA. Born September 17, 1936, in McK-
eesport, she was the daughter of the late
John F. and Elizabeth (Meharra) Obusek,
and the wife of the late Walter J. Mandella.
Shirley was a driver for ACCESS for many
years and won multiple awards of contin-
ued excellence by the Mon-Yough Chap-
ter of ODH (Open Doors for Handicapped)
and she was a volunteer at Kane Regional
Medical Center in McKeesport for over 20
years. She was well known for being a vo-
cal leader and coach of the McKeesport
Girls Softball League, and was famous for
her “level, level, level” while the girls were at
bat. She was very crafty and loved making
things from plastic canvas, designing mac-
ramé chairs, and enjoyed spending time in
the mountains, playing cards and going to
bingo. She is survived by son, Dan (Erica)
Mandella; daughter, Terri (Scott) Pollock;
grandchildren, Elizabeth, Stephanie, Em-
ily, Stephen, Matthew and Sarah Mandella,
Hunter and Samantha Pollock and also sur-
vived by nieces and nephews. In addition
to her parents and husband, she was pre-
ceded in death by son, Larry (Wendy) Man-
della; sister, Virginia Davis; brothers, John
G. and Ernest Obusek, and infant brother,
Lawrence Obusek. Family and friends were
received at Jaycox-Jaworski Funeral Home
& Crematory on Saturday, August 26, 2017,
where an evening service was also held with
Deacon Dale DiSanto officiating.

- Submitted by Theresa M. Pollock
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STEPHEN KOLADA
BRANCH 153 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Stephen  Kolada
was born Sept. 11,
1920, in Chicago,
IL, to Stephen and
Stephanie  (Makuka)
Kolada. He died on
Sept. 19, 2017, at the age of 97.

He was preceded in death by his wife,
Mary Allene (Gleason) Kolada; second wife,
Rita Lavery; his parents; his sister, Justine;
brother Joseph; and a stillborn son, Stephen
Joseph.

Steve is survived by his brother Roman
Kolada, of Namestovo, Slovakia; and his
children: Mary (Don) Scott, of Ventura, CA,;
Thomas Kolada, of Springfield, OR; Kath-
leen Kolada, of Santa Clarita, CA; Barbara
Kolada, of Medford, OR; Patricia (Kevin) Er-
ickson, of Paso Robles, California; and Su-
san (Grant) Hawkins, of Tooele, UT. He also
leaves behind grandchildren George Harris,
Jessica (Casey) McFeron, Candis Fairley,
and Cory Hawkins, as well as several great-
grandchildren.

Although he was born in America, Steve
was raised in Namestovo, Czechoslovakia
(now Slovakia). He returned to Chicago as
a young man. Steve was a U.S. Army infan-
tryman in 1944-45, serving in World War 1.
He was captured in Germany and spent the
last six months of the war in a Prisoner of
War camp.

After the war, he returned to Chicago and
worked for a small newspaper where he
met his first wife. Later they moved to the
San Fernando Valley where they raised six
children and he operated his own print shop,
Community Press.

An astute businessman, he was hardwork-
ing, honest and trusted. Steve also was a
caring, kind and generous man with a sharp
wit and comfortable warmth. He claimed to
be a simple man, but to those who knew and
loved him, he was simply the best.

DID YOU KNOW THAT...?

funeral is
average of $7,775?

According to a recent article in TIME magazine the cost of a
between $6,000 and $15,000 with an

Don’t leave a fnancial burden
for your family or loved ones.

Premium based on the Single Premium Whole Life rates

Call 800.533.6682 or visit www.fcsu.com

Steve retired at age 70. After the death
of his first wife, he remarried and enjoyed
a quiet life in Tujunga, CA. He enjoyed gar-
dening, writing, reading, singing, listening to
music, and taking walks.

Steve was a member of the Knights of
Columbus at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Church in Tujunga, where he worshipped
for 26 years. He also belonged to Disabled
American Veterans.

Services were conducted at 11 a.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 25, at Valley Funeral Home in
Burbank, CA. Steve was buried at San Fer-
nando Mission Cemetery in Mission Hills,
CA, with full military honors.

- Submitted by Mary Scott

BERNARD MICHAEL BROSKO
BRANCH 259 -

NEW MIDDLETOWN,
OHIO

Bernard  Michael
Brosko, 91 a beloved
husband to Mary Jane
of 59 years passed
away the evening of
August 16 2017 in the
hospital where he was
fighting complications from diabetes. Bernie
was born March 20, 1926, in Campbell, OH,
the eldest son to the late Veronica and Mi-
chael Brosko and preceded in death by his
sisters Margaret “Mitch” Bobeck and Agnes
Escaja, and son John Michael. He leaves
behind his younger brother Lawrence, his
daughter Kathryn and son-in-law John; and
three grandchildren Mary, John J. “Bud”, and
Marion.

Bernie was a proud WWII Navy veteran
where he served on the USS RENATE, a
troop ship, in the South Pacific. After be-
ing honorably discharged from the Navy,
he continued his education at Youngstown
State University and worked as a draftsman
for Wean United for 32 years during the steel
mill heyday where he drew numerous engi-
neer drawings and plans for the mills.

He was member and usher of Saint Paul
the Apostle Church in New Middletown
and a member of the First Catholic Slovak
Union. In his spare, time he loved golfing,
fishing, spending time with his friends and
family and heading annually to the Canfield
fair. We will always cherish all of the fish sto-
ries of the one that got away and the ones

he threw back.

Family and friends gathered for a viewing
on Sunday, August 20, 2017, at the Wasko
Funeral Home, Campbell.

- Submitted by John W. McDowell

EMIL P. OROS
BRANCH 587 -
ALQUIPPA, PENNSYLVANIA

Emil P. Oros, 83, of Hopewell Twp., PA,
passed away on Thursday, July 27, 2017,
after a courageous battle with lung cancer,
at Good Samaritan Hospice, with his loving
family by his side.

He was born July 7, 1934, in West Aliquip-
pa, PA, and was the son of the late Andrew
G. and Anna (Gajdos) Oros. In addition to
his parents, Emil was preceded in death by
his sisters, Anne Mihok and Mary DiGiovine,
and brothers, John, Andrew, Michael and
Albert Oros.

Emil graduated from Aliquippa High
School and served in the U.S. Army at Fort
Knox. Being a bricklayer by trade, he was
employed by LTV Steel and retired from
Swindell Dressler.

He was a member of Our Lady of Fatima
Roman Catholic Church and the Knights of
Columbus. Emil was an avid gardener. The
pleasure he found in tending his garden
each summer was exceeded only by the
joy of sharing his harvest with his family and
friends. Emil was well known for his beaded
crafts, brightening holidays and special oc-
casions with his creations. He had a quick
wit and a joke for any situation.

He is survived by his loving wife, Mary
Ann (Ranieri) Oros; his son, Michael Oros;
his daughter, Annette (Mark) Sparrow; dear
granddaughters, Claire and Annalise Spar-
row; sisters-in-law, Susan Oros, Juliann
Ranieri, Esther Letrick, Elaine (Joseph)
Yurkovich and Rosalyn (James) Braun;
brother-in-law, Michael (Kathleen Maloney)
Ranieri, and numerous cousins, nieces,
nephews and friends.

Visitation was on Sunday, July 30, 2017,
in the Anthony Mastrofrancesco Funeral
Home, Aliquippa. Departing prayers began
the morning of July 31, 2017, in the funeral
home, followed by a Mass of Christian Burial
at Our Lady of Fatima Church with Father
Howard Campbell officiating. Interment was
in Mount Olivet Cemetery.

- Submitted by Mary Ann Oros

November 28th to
Order tickets.
No sales at the door.

Save the Date!

Slovenska Vilija

Traditional Slovak Christmas Eve Supper

Sunday, December 10, 2017

Noon Mass with Vilija Following

Sponsored by Saint Andrew Abbey
the Slovak Institute and the

Cleveland Slovak Radio Club
Featuring Lucina Slovak Folklore Ensemble
Accordionist Ralph Szubski
Fabulous Basket Raffle!

“Pre-sale tickets required: $20.00™*
Call 216-721-5300 x 100 before

Seats are limited.
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sion of branch activities, and other business pertain-
ing to the Branch and the First Catholic Slovak Union.
The election of 2018 Branch Officers and the election
of 2018 Convention Delegates in advance of the 2018
FCSU National Convention to be held in Cleveland,
OH, will also take place.

Members are urged to attend the celebration of the
Slovak Mass before the meeting at 11:30 a.m. at SS.
Cyril and Methodius Church, 41233 Ryan Road, Ster-
ling Heights, MI.

The annual meeting will follow the Slovak Mass in
the Church Social Hall.

Please come and enjoy our annual Christmas
meeting with your fellow branch members.

Members who need policy assistance in regards to
a change of address or to change a beneficiary should
contact the Financial Secretary of Branch 743, Joseph
C. Rimarcik, 4945 Wavewood Dr., Commerce Town-
ship, MI 48382. Phone 248-714-9620.

| can also provide you a no obligation quote for
insurance coverage for any family member including
grandchildren with just a birth date.

Joseph C. Rimarcik, President and Financial
Secretary

BRANCH 746 -
LINDEN, NEW JERSEY

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 746, will
hold its next meeting on Sunday, December 10, 2017
at AMICIS RISTORANTE, 1700 W. Elizabeth Avenue
in Linden, NJ at 3:30pm. The agenda will include
election of officers, as well as discussion of plans for
next year's activities, including election of Convention
delegates. A Christmas holiday dinner will follow the
meeting. Please call Joanne Tkach Polt @732-762-
3148 by December 1st if you plan on attending.

Mary Kapitan, Secretary

BRANCH 756 -
OWO0SSO, MICHIGAN

Branch 756 will hold its next meeting on Sunday,
November 5, 2017, at 10.30 am. It will be held in the
Hospitality Room of the St. Joseph School, 811 East
Oliver Street, Owosso, MI. We're still looking for ad-
ditional officers. After a short meeting, we'll go to The
Knights of Columbus Center for a Chicken Dinner, at
12:00 NOON. | will reimburse for the cost, for the first
12 members.

Please RSVP your attendance to 517-381-8358.
Hope for a small celebration.

Stephan J. Patoprsty, President

BRANCH 764 -
WARREN, OHIO
Branch 764 will hold its next meeting on Decem-
ber 10, 2017, at the home of Rosemary Heald, 379
Quarry Lane, NE, Warren, OH, 44483. The meeting
will start at 4:00PM, with election of branch officers
and a discussion of the February 2018 Feast Day Din-
ner at the church on the agenda. For more informa-
tion, contact William Hrusovsky at 330-372-1948 or at
hrusovskyw@embargmail.com.
William Hrusovsky, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 777 -
BEDFORD, OHIO
There has been a merger between Branch 852K
Cleveland, OH and Branch 024K Cleveland, OH. Al
members of Branch 777K will now hold membership in
Branch 024K. This merger has taken place as of Octo-
ber 04, 2017. If you should need any service on your
policy, or new or additional insurance, please contact:
DAVID ALANG
19425 VAN AKEN BLVD
APT 207
SHAKER HEIGHTS, OH
44122-3516
(216) 751-7010
We wish to thank all the past officers for their dedi-
cation and efforts through the years performed in the
spirit of fraternalism.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCHES 784 AND 810 -
MONTREAL, QUEBEC

Both branches will hold their annual meeting on
November 5, 2017, following the 11 o’clock Mass. This
Mass is for the deceased members of Branch 784 in
Sts. Cyril & Methodius Parish, Montreal.

On the agenda, plans for the next season, along
with the election of officers for 2018.

A light lunch will be served. Please contact any of
the officers to let us know if you plan to attend.

Alice Dobrik, President

BRANCH 796 -
EGYPT, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 796 will have its annual meeting November
12, 2017. Meeting will be held at Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, located at 4102 South Church St.
Egypt, PA 18052. Meeting will be held in the basement
at1pm.

Meeting agenda will cover Election of Branch Of-
ficers for 2018, as well as discussion for delegates for
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the upcoming Convention, slated for August 2018, in
Cleveland OH. Also, discussion for the upcoming Dis-
trict 8 meeting to held in the spring of 2018.

Our Branch 796 has merged with Allentown Branch
567. We encourage all members from both Branches
to attend and are welcomed to the meeting.

Concluding the meeting, we will enjoy the fraternal-
ism of Sokol Assembly 255, and enjoy some delicious
Slovak foods.

Any questions or concerns feel free to contact Mon-
ica Fabian at 610-417-0468.

Fraternally,

Monica Fabian, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 823 -
YOUNGWOOD, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 823 members: the branch is ac-
tively seeking members to serve as officers for 2017.

Your guidance and direction in the operation of
Branch 823 is greatly needed. If you are interested in
accepting an officer position or would like more infor-
mation, please call Branch Liaison Bob Kopco at the
FCSU Home Office: 1-800-533-6682, ext. 116.

Interested persons should respond no later than
October 31, 2017.

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 844 -
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

The Los Angeles Branch 844 will hold its Annual
Meeting on November 18, 2017, at Slovak American
Center, 1690 Placentia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831.
Meeting will start at 11:00 AM wit agenda as follow:
Membership Drive with focus on benefits cherished
from FCSU, Financial Report, election of Branch 844
officers for 2018 as well as the Branch Convention
Delegate for the 2018 FCSU National Convention.

Milan Konkol, Secretary

BRANCH 852 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO
There has been a merger between Branch 852K
Cleveland, OH and Branch 24K Cleveland, OH. All
members of Branch 852K will now hold membership
in Branch 24K. This merger has taken place as of Oc-
tober 04, 2017.
If you should need any service on your policy, or
new or additional insurance, please contact:
DAVID ALANG
19425 VAN AKEN BLVD
APT 207
SHAKER HEIGHTS, OH
44122-3516
(216) 751-7010
We wish to thank all the past officers for their dedi-
cation and efforts through the years performed in the
spirit of fraternalism.
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 853 -
CHARLEROI, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 853, will hold its Annual Meeting and Christ-
mas Party on Sunday, November 26, 2017 at 11am
at Regos Restaurant in Charleroi, PA. All members
attending will be treated to lunch. Non-branch mem-
bers cost of the lunch will be $16. Reservations are
required for a seating count. Please leave a message
at 412-341-1577 with your name, phone number, and
how many branch, and non-branch members will be
attending.

Along with celebrating the birth of Our Lord, we will
hold a meeting after lunch. Election will take place for
the branch officers for 2018 as well as the election of
delegates for the 2018 Quadrennial Convention of the
FCSU.

The Convention will be held in Cleveland, OH, from
Saturday August 4th through Wednesday August 8th,
2018, at the Hilton Cleveland Downtown Hotel.

Branch 853 extends to all, wishes for a safe, happy
and Holy Christmas Season.

Monica Rodacy Boone, President

BRANCH 853 -
CHARLEROI, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention all Branch 853 members:

Branch 853 members who are paying for an educa-
tion program are eligible for the yearly Branch Educa-
tional Stipend.

If you are interested in receiving an application,
please email FCSUBRANCH853@gmail.com with
your request or mail for an application for the stipend
at Branch 853 Educational Stipend, 2670 Crosby Ave,
Pittsburgh, PA 15216. All requirements for the stipend
must be fulfilled and provided by the applicant and be
submitted by mail.

Stipend will not be greater than the cost of the
course.

Branch 853 encourages all types of educational
enrichment to apply for the stipend - from formal
classroom costs to adult fun enrichment classes (i.e.
— cooking classes, yoga classes, or other types of fun
learning).

Monica Rodacy Boone, President
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Bi-weekly (except for the issues of 1/27.2/10, 4/20, 5/11, 6/15, 7/20. 8/17, and 12/7)
at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, required by the Act of October 23, 1962.
Name of editor: Teresa Ivanec
Owner: First Catholic Slovak Union of the United States and Canada
Publisher: First Catholic Slovak Union of the United States and Canada
Known bondholder, mortgages, or other security holders holding 1 percent or more
of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities: None

STEAK FRY

SATURDAY OCTOBER 28TH

STEAK, BAKED POTATO,
AND CORN ON THE COB
$15 (ADVANCED SALE ONLY)
SERVED @ HALFTIME

TAILGATING @1 PM
KICKOFF @ 3:30 PM

Join us at the J Club
485 Morgan Ave, Akron, OH
(330) 773-4978
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Autumn Rapture

I, when the summer is over,

And colors more lovely than
springtime

Lost in a sweet fascination
| gazed on with wonder and awe,
Then rapt in serene adoration
Praised God in the glory | saw.

© 1996 by George Kossik

2017 Saints Cyril and Methodius
Appeal Still Accepting Donations

The 2017 Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal is ending soon. Funds raised in this
annual Appeal are sent to the Pontifical Slovak College of Saints Cyril and Methodius to
assist with its day to day operations. The College is the residence of priests from Slovakia
who are sent to Rome by their bishops for graduate studies. After receiving their degrees,
these priests return to their dioceses to work as seminary teachers, Tribunal officials, and
in other ministries.

While collections taken up in personal parishes of Slovak ancestry at one time pro-
vided the bulk of the donations, today the Appeal relies upon the generosity of individual
donors. If you have already made your donation to the 39th Annual Appeal, thank you.
If not, please consider doing so by filling out the information in the box at the bottom of
this article and mailing it along with your check to the address provided. Donations in
any amount are deeply appreciated. As of September 15, the 2017 Appeal has raised
$17,426. Again, thank you for your goodness and generosity to the Annual Saints Cyril
and Methodius Appeal. Donations received after December 1, 2017 will be credited to-
ward the 2018 Appeal.

The Slovak Catholic Federation was founded in 1911 by Rev. Joseph Murgas, found-
ing Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Slovak Church, Wilkes-Barre, PA. The Federation
brings together under one banner both individuals of Slovak heritage as well as Catholic
Slovak Fraternal Organizations for cultural, religious and educational needs. Serving as
Moderator is the Right Reverend Gary Hoover, O.S.B., Abbot of St. Andrew Svorad Ab-
bey, Cleveland, OH. National President is Reverend Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F., Supreme
Chaplain of the Slovak Catholic Sokol and Pastor of Epiphany Parish, Sayre, PA. Rever-
end Thomas A. Nasta, National Chaplain of the First Catholic Slovak Union and Pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish, Swedesburg, PA, serves as First Vice President of the Federation
and is the Appeal Coordinator.

Found autumn was covered in gold,

Were there for these eyes to behold.
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Answer to buzzie

Solution to Puzzle from page 11

39" Annual Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Amount S

Please make check payable to Slovak Catholic Federation and mail to:

Dolores Evanko, National Secretary/Treasurer
Slovak Catholic Federation
173 Berner Avenue
Hazleton, PA 18201
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If each member would sign up just one new member,
we could double our Society immediately

THINK ABOUT IT!
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Sp rav yzo Slovens ke
Svetovy den turizmu otvoril brany frantiSkanskeho klastora

Utroby frantiSkanskeho kostola v Kremnici a jeho katakomby opét’ privitali navstevnikov.
Pri prilezitosti Svetového dia turizmu tu dobrovolnici koncom septembra organizovali pre-
hliadky s vofnym vstupom. V auguste po¢as Dria otvorenych dveri prislo do kl&stora viac
ako 600 [udi, bol naozaj velky zaujem vidiet jeho priestory a tak sa rozhodli, Ze prehliadky
zopakuju. FrantiSkansky klastor je vyznamna kultirna pamiatka, ktora je sucastou historic-
kého centra Kremnice. V klastore pdsobila 300 rokov rehola frantiSkanov. V roku 1949 boli
frantiSkani nasilne odvleceni komunistickym rezimom a klastor bol opusteny. V su¢asnosti
nie jle spristupneny pre verejnost.

Do roku 2030 chce modernizovat’
armadu za viac ako 6,5 miliardy eur

Na viac ako 6,5 miliardy eur vycislilo Ministerstvo obrany (MO) SR naklady na hlavné
modernizaéné projekty slovenskej armady do roku 2030. Okrem iného by rezort obrany chcel
ziskat alebo modernizovat' bojové obrnené vozidla 8x8, viacucelove taktické vozidla 4x4,
protitankové systémy ¢i delostrelecké palebné systémy. Rezort obrany nedavno zverejnil
navrh dlhodobého planu rozvoja obrany s dérazom na vystavbu a rozvoj ozbrojenych sil
SR's vyhfadom do roku 2030. Vyplyva z neho, Ze MO by napriklad uz do konca roku 2024
cheelo ziskat 81 kusov bojovych obrenych vozidiel v hodnote 417 miliénov eur, do konca
roku 2029 aZz 404 kusov viacucelovych taktickych vozidiel 4x4, ale medzi modernizacné
projekty zaradilo aj 445 kusov protitankovych systémov, 14 viacicelovych taktickych lieta-
diel, 17 kusov 3D radiolokatorov kratkeho, stredného dosahu a blizkeho dosahu ¢i dva kusy
dopravnych lietadiel. MO SR planuje do roku 2030 ziskat aj takmer 700 kusov nékladnych
automobilov.

Rezort prace trva na zvyseni minimalnej mzdy na 480 eur

Minimalna mzda na Slovensku by mala od budlceho roka vzrast zo sucasnych 435 eur
na 480 eur mesacne, o predstavuje zvySenie 0 10,34 %. Hodinova mzda zamestnancov by
mala dosiahnut 2,759 eura. Navrh predloZilo ministerstvo prace na rokovanie Hospodarskej
a socialnej rady (HSR) SR. Po augustovych rokovaniach vSak posun nenastal, rezort prace
preto predlozil rovnaky navrh ako na poslednom rokovani tripartity. Celkové rocné naklady
zamestnavatelov v sukromnej sfére by mali dosiahnut 61,4 miliéna eur.

Prisla u€it’ angli¢tinu, pre policiu takmer nedostala viza

Pred cudzineckou policiou v bratislavskej Petrzalke [udia ¢akaju hodiny. Casto aj v noci.
Ak sa nedostanu na rad musia Slovensku republiku (SR) opustit. Problemy cudzincov so
slovenskou cudzineckou policiou maji ako napriklad pripad AmeriCanky Mirandy Cram-
erovej, ktora sa pre predlzenie pracovného pobytu postavila pred budovu cudzineckej poli-
cie patkrat. Ucitelke anglictiny na bilingvalnom gymnaziu sa napokon viza podarilo dostat
na piaty raz.

Ocenili ich za liecbu epilepsie

Lekar z banskobystrickej Rooseveltovej nemocnice Vladimir Donath prevzal v septembri
v Spanielskej Barcelone za Slovensk ligu proti epilepsii prestizne medzinarodné ocenenie
za prinos v starostlivosti o pacientov s tymto ochorenim. Rooseveltova nemocnica patri
k poprednym centram diagnostiky a lieCby epilepsie na Slovensku.

Po Britanii si ju zamiloval aj Pariz

O mladej fotograftke Zuzane Valla, ktora si rozbehla kariéru v Spojenom kralovstve,
0 jej zabery sa trhaju prestizne magaziny. V septembri 2016 ju vyhlasili za jednu z TOP 5
fotografov Britanie. VV novembri bude svoju tvorbu prezentovat na vystave ImageNation vo
franctzskom Parizi.

O peniaze prisli aj Slovaci

Zmarené dovolenky a Skody v stovkach eur. Krach nemeckej leteckej spoloCnosti Air Ber-
lin postihol tisicky fudi po celom svete a problémom sa nevyhli ani Slovaci, ktori s oblubou
vyuzivali spojenia z viedenského letiska. Ak je let zruSeny, letecka spolo¢nost vam musi dat
na vyber medzi vratenim platby za letenku alebo presmerovanim do konecnej destinacie®,
informuje Eurdpske spotrebitelské centrum. Ak ste niekde uviazli, uchovajte si doklady o
vydavkoch, mate narok na ich refundaciu.

Expanzia v Bachledovej: po chodniku v stromoch vieky

Tatranska dedina Zdiar a3piruje na titul obce s najvy3sim poctom lyziarskych viekov
na Slovensku. Méze sa tak stat’ potom, ¢o viaceri miestni podnikatelia pretavia do reality
planované investicie do prepravnych kapacit. Investicia do novej lanovky sa vySplha na Sest
miliénov eur a stavebné prace sa zacnu po skonéeni zimnej sezony.

Slovak vyhral mad’arsky MasterChef

V madarskej televiznej Sou MasterChef zvitazil amatérsky kuchar z Gab&ikova Robert
Tatai. Odniesol si aj vyhru vo vySke 10 miliénov forintov (33.000 eur) a k tomu navySe ziskal
aj trojtyzdnovu staz vo Francuzskom intitdte $éfkuchara Paula Bocusa. ,/dem do Franclzs-
ka na kurz a peniaze investujem do vzdelavania...

Krasa, ktori Slovakom vsSetci zavidia

Jedinecny jaskynny systém sa nachadza na zemi Slovenskéeho krasu. Jan Majko ako
prislusnik pohranicnej stréZe spolu s prazskymi skautmi preskumal dno davno znamej
Starej Domice, odkial sa dostal hibokou priepastou do novej chodby, dihej asi 15 metrov. Po
zhodnoteni vSetkych dovtedy znamych poznatkov o okoli naSiel 3. oktébra 1926 jeden zo
Styroch prirodzenych vchodov jaskynného systému. Tym sa potvrdila existencia mohutnych
podzemnych priestorov medzi jaskyriou Baradla v dneSnom Madarsku a Certovou dierou na
uzemi dnesnej Slovenskej republiky v celkovej dizke 21 kilometrov.

Titul Eurépske mesto Sportu poputuje na buduci rok pod Zobor

Nitra bude v roku 2018 Eurépskym mestom 3portu. Rozhodla o tom hodnotiaca komisia
ACES Europe. Ta v septembri navstivila hokejovy a futbalovy Stadion. Okrem toho
sa zoznamila aj so zrealizovanymi a planovanymi rekonStruknymi pracami na Sportoviskach
a s Uspechmi najpopularnejSich nitrianskych kolektivnych Sportov. Projekt Nitry na ziskanie
titulu Eurépskeho mesta Sprotu prezentoval pred komisiou primator Jozef Dvon¢.

Mladi slovenské vysoké skoly odmietaju

V/ roku 2008 na slovenskych univerzitach Studovalo 225.000 mladych fudi. Dnes sa na
chodbach vysokych §kél pohybuje o takmer 80.000 Studentov menej. Podla odbornikov je
za tym aj odchod mladych do zahranigia a nizSia porodnost. Suc¢astou ¢lanku bola aj info-
grafika o pocte Studujtcich na slovenskych vysokych Skolach zo Slovenska a zo zahranicia.
Pocet Studentov zo zahranicia rastie.

Vyber zo slovenskej tlace
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Peter Sagan najuspesnejsi
sportovec historie SR

Peter Sagan obhajil v norskom Bergene titul svetového Sampiona v cestnej cyklistike.
Slovensky reprezentant, ktory vlani triumfoval v Dauhe a rok predtym ovladol preteky v
americkom Richmonde, zvitazil v zavere¢nom Spurte nedelnajsich pretekov s hromad-
nym Startom. Sagan tak prepisal Statistiky, ked’ ako prvy v historii zvitazil na svetovom
Sampionate trikrat za sebou.

Trojnasobny majster
sveta Slovak

Peter Sagan (v
strede), strieborny
Nér Alexander
Kristoff (vlavo) a
bronzovy Australéan
Michael Matthews
(vpravo) pdzuju
fotografom s
medailami po
preteku muzov
kategorie Elite na
majstrovstvach sveta
v cestnej cyklistike v
nérskom Bergene 24.
septembra 2017.

FOTO TASR /AP
Gold medalist Peter Sagan of Slovakia, center, celebrates
on the podium with silver medalist Alexander Kristoff of
Norway, left, and bronze medalist Michael Matthews of
Australia after the Men’s Elite Road Race at the UCI 2017
Road World Championship, in Bergen, Norway, Sunday
Sept. 24, 2017.

Slovikom budi plica

transplantovat v Cesku

Slovakom uz nebudu transplantovat pluca vo Viedni ako doteraz. RaktSania nemaju
dostatocnu kapacitu prijimat’ novych pacientov z nasej krajiny, o nasincov sa postaraju v ceskej
Fakultnej nemocnici Motol. Minister zdravotnictva Tomas Drucker (nominant Smeru-SD) by
mal podpisat’ memorandum o spolupraci v oktobri tohto roka.

,Nemocnica Motol roéne zabezpeéi pre obéanov Ceskej a Slovenskej republiky priblizne 80
transplantacii plic, ¢o je uz troven svetovej Spicky, povedala hovorkyna Ministerstva zdravot-
nictva (MZ) SR Zuzana ElidSova.

Medzi §éfmi rezortov zdravotnictva uz doslo k dohode o spolupréci, stanovili sa zédkladné
tézy. Do jej spustenia budii Slovakom transplantovat’ plica tam, kde doteraz - vo viedenskej
Allgemeines Krankenhaus der Stadt Wien. Zmluva s tymto zdravotnickym zariadenim vyprsala
v méji tohto roka. Na ¢akacej listine by tam mal byt’ aktualne jeden pacient.

Na zaradenie na ¢akaciu listinu ¢akaju asi Styria pacienti. ,,Predpokladame, ze tito uz budu
transplantovani v Ceskej republike,” uviedla Eliasova. Cesko a Slovensko budi mat spolo¢ny
zoznam cCakatel'ov, ¢o zvysi Sance na dodanie vhodného organu pre pacienta, ktory potrebuje
transplantaciu.

Transplantaciu pluc lekari na Slovensku nevykonavaju. Slovensko malo s Raksanmi
dlhoro¢nu spolupracu, od roku 1998 urobili transplantacie 67 pacientom. Ministerstvo zdra-
votnictva chcee, aby sa tento technicky najkomplikovanejsi transplantacny vykon robil aj u nas.
V ramci projektu novej Univerzitnej nemocnice Bratislava (UNB) preto uvazuje o zriadeni
transplanta¢ného centra pltc. ,,Ro¢ne je na Slovensku asi desat’ kandidatov indikovanych
na takyto vykon, uviedla EliaSova. Pacientov v sucCasnosti na Slovensku na transplan-
taciu pl'ic ,,iba pripravuju®, v UNB manazuju starostlivost’ pred a po.
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Na najstarsie haluskové
majstrovstva prisli aj Kanadania

Majstrovstva Slovenska a Eurdpy vo vareni a jedeni bryndzovych halusiek, ktoré¢ vzdy v lete orga-
nizuje Turecka, si v tomto roku zaknihovali uz 23. ro¢nik. Pri§li nan aj Kanad’ania, ktori maju sloven-
ské korene. Tych dnes starostovi pripomina kanadska vlajka, ktort ma v pracovni.

Turecka bola vobec prva obec na Slovensku, kde sa konali haluskové majstrovstva a dodnes je jej
vlajkovou akciou, ktora k nim kazdoro¢ne pritiahne tisicky navstevnikov i zo zahranicia. AZ neskor
sa podobné podujatia rozsirili do inych regionov.

,Pocet navstevnikov kazdym rokom rastie. Hoci som sa tomu dlhé roky branil, v tomto roku
sme vyberali vstupné, ale len v sobotu. Pri ekonomike akcie, ktorej rozpocet je zhruba 20.000
eur, sme k tomu pristupili po prvy raz. Prijmy nam nepokryvali vydavky, respektive vykry-
vali tak, ze sme boli na nule a niekedy sa stalo, ze aj v strate, a to uz je pre takil obec, ako sme
my, problém. Podujatie trvalo dva julové dni a ked’ze sme v sobotu vyberali vstupné, tak vie-
me, ze k ndm prislo okolo 2500 l'udi,” zhodnotil Ivan Janovec, hlava obce so 156 obyvatel'mi.
Tohtoro¢né najstarsie haluSkové majstrovstva poctili navstevou Slovaci zijici v Kanade, ktori prave
v lete chodia na Slovensko a navstevuju svoje rodiny. Prislo ich skoro 30 vratane deti z folklérneho
suboru Rozmarin, ktoré udrziavaju nase tradicie. Dospeli si aj zasutazili a nakoniec Kanade patrilo v
Tureckej tretie miesto. Podl'a Janovca v navstevnikoch zanechali nezabudnutelné zazitky. Ich cestu
do nasej krajiny podporil Urad pre Slovakov Zijiicich v zahraniéi.

TASR
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Oznamenia spolkov
a spolocenské podujatia
Aktivity v Slovenskej zahrade vo Winter Park, Florida

Slovenska zahrada (SZ) v mestecku Winter Park, v blizkosti Orlanda, je v tomto Case jedinym
centrom slovenského zivota vo Floride. Kazdoro¢ne usporiada niekol'ko kultarnych a spolocenskych
podujati, ktoré prilakaju Slovakov aj zo vzdialenejSich miest vo Floride, ba aj z inych americkych
Statov.

Na sobotu, 9. decembra pripravi vedenie SZ bohatt predviano¢nu veceru (viliu) s tradicnymi Sted-
rovecernymi pochtitkami. Zaciatok o 2. hod. popoludni. Slovenska zéhrada pozyva na tieto podu-
jatia SirSiu slovenskll verejnost’, vratane sezonnych navstevnikov zo ,,severu®. Informacie o tychto
podujatiach a o ¢lenstve v SZ mozno dostat na tel. ¢. 407-677-6894, alebo cez e-mail: mailto:slovak-
garden@centurylink.net, slovakgarden@centurylink.net.

Slovensky Oktoberfest v NY vo
farskej hale sv. Jana Nepomuckého v NYC

Spojen¢ farnosti sv. Jana Nepomuckeho v New Yorku, St. John Martyr a St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
pozyvaju slovensku verejnost’ na tradicnu Oktoébrovu zabavu — slovensky Oktoberfest. Bude sa konat’
v nedel’u 22. oktébra od 12. 30 do 6.00 hod. vo farskej hale slovenského kostola sv. Jana Nepomuic-
keho, 406 East 66th Street. Bude sa podavat’ vecera, pivo, vino a nealkoholické napoje a zabezpecena
je i ziva hudba a tanec. Vstupné je $40 za osobu, v ¢om je zahrnuté jedlo a napoje. Informacie a
rezervacie: Lisa: 212-734-4613; Maria: 347-612-1934 alebo email: parishfin@eastrivercatholics.org.

Vyrocna schodza okresu Princa
Pribinu - Los Angeles, Kalifornia

Okres Princa Pribinu bude mat’ vyro¢nti schodzu v sobotu 18. novembra 2017. Vyro¢na schodza
zacne o 11:00 hod. v Slovak American Center, 1690 Placentia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831. Na pro-
grame s spravy funkcionarov a financna sprava, volba funkcionarov na rok 2018 a delegéta okresu
Princ Pribina na Konvenciu FCSU v roku 2018. Clenovia vsetkych spolkov v okoli st pozvani a
doporucuje sa zakladnym organizaciam v Distrikte FCSU vykonat’ sucastne vyrocné volby.

Paul Skuben, predseda

Ro¢na schédza Spolku ¢. 844
IKSJ v Los Angeles, Kalifornia

Oznamujeme ¢lenom, ze rocna schodza Spolku ¢. 844 IKSJ v Los Angeles bude v sobotu  18. no-
vembra 2017, v Slovak American Center, 1690 Placentia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831. Schodza za¢ne
o 11:00 hod. Na programe je finan¢na sprava, volby tiradnikov na d’alSie obdobie a plan ¢innosti na
rok 2018 ako aj zvolenie delegata na Konvenciu IKSJ v roku 2018.

Milan Konkol, tajomnik

Roc¢na schodza sv. Matusa cislo 45 IKS

Oznamujeme nasim ¢lenom, ze ro¢na schodza sv. Mattsa ¢islo 45 IKSJ v New Yorku bude v nedel’u

3. decembra 2017 o 12:00 hodine (po slovenskej svitej omsi) v osadnej hale Slovenského kostola sv.

Jana Nepomuckého na 1% Avenue a 66™ Street. Na programe budt podané spravy uradnikov, finanéné

spravy, zhodnotenie Cinnosti za uplynulé obdobie za tym budu nasledovat’ volby do nového vyboru,

ktory vypracuje program Cinnosti na d'alSie obdobie. Uctivo Vas Ziadame, o ucast na tejto vyrocnej
¢lenskej schodzi. Dakujem s pozdravom,

Maria Jurasi, pokladnicka

Vyroc¢na schodza Okresu Msgr. Krasul’u ¢. 16
Vyroc¢na schodza okresu Mons.Stefana Krasul'u €. 16 sa bude konat’ v nedel’u 10. decembra 2017
na fare Kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého, 411 E 66th Street, New York, NY, hned’ po slovenskej sv. omsi
o0 10:15. Na programe budt hlasenia spolkov, finan¢na sprava, volby uradnikov na d’al$ie obdobie
a plan ¢innosti na rok 2018. Pozyvame vsetkych clenov spolkov 41, 45 a 716, aby sa ziicastnili tejto
schodze. Zastupcovia inych Okresov st tiez vitani. Po schodzi bude obcerstvenie. Slovenska sv. omsa
0 10:15 bude za Jozefa Bilika, byvalého predsedu spolku ¢. 716 FCSU.

Slovensky ples v Royal Manor, Garfield, NJ
Slovensko - Americké Kulturne Stredisko Vas srdecne pozyva uz na 25. rocnik “Slovenského
plesu” ktory sa bude konat' v sobotu, 10. februara, 2018. Organizatori pripravuju zaujimavy pro-
mericancc.org
Sabina Sabados, predsednicka

Zilinsk4 univerzita podpisala
zmluvu s Kalifornskou univerzitou

Zilinské univerzita (ZU) v Ziline podpisala vo §tvrtok 21. septembra pri prileZitosti oficidlnej névéte-
vy prezidenta SR Andreja Kisku v USA zmluvu strategického partnerstva s Kalifornskou univerzitou v
Berkeley v oblasti inteligentnych dopravnych systémov. Informovala o tom Martina Slavikova z odde-
lenia pre medzinrodné vztahy a marketing ZU.

,Podpisom zmluvy sa prehlbuje spolupraca v strategickej oblasti vyskumu nasej univerzity v oblasti
inteligentnych dopravnych systémov s poprednou svetovou univerzitou, ktorou Kalifornska univerzita
bezpochyby v sucasnosti je,* povedala rektorka ZU Tatiana Corejova. Doplnila, Ze prave vd’aka spolu-
praci ziska ZU pristup na rozsirenie svojho vyskumu do Kalifornie, kde sa nachadzaju inovaéné centra
poprednych svetovych firiem aj v oblastiach inteligentnych dopravnych systémov.

Kalifornskd univerzita je najlepsSou verejnou vysokou skolou na svete vo viacerych oblastiach.
V ostatnych rokoch aj v technike, s dérazom na informacné technologie a ich aplikacie. Tato vysoko
uznéavand univerzita zohrava rozhodujucu ulohu v kalifornskom hospodarstve a jej vyskumnici vytvorili
prevratné produkty, revolu¢né spolo¢nosti a ich prispevky majt celosvetovy dosah,* uviedla Slavikova.

ZU je podla nej v suéasnosti na Slovensku lidrom vo vyskume v oblasti inteligentnych dopravnych
systémov. ,,Aj vd’aka pilotnému projektu 7. ramcového programu Europskej tinie na podporu $picko-
vych timov ERAchair - projektu ERAdiate sa ZU radi medzi lidrov v tejto oblasti, dodala Slavikova.
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40. Festival slovenského dedi¢stva v NJ
poctil slovenského statnika M. Lajcdka

Pokracovanie zo str. 24

Pocas celého dna si navstevnici mohli
pozriet’ vystavné stanky ako aj rézne sto-
ly s pamiatkovymi predmetmi, knihami,
keramikou, brusenym sklom a podobne.
Potravinové stanky poskytovali velky
vyber slovenskych, pol'skych a americkych
pochut’ok.

Tradi¢ny kulturno-zabavny program na ja-
visku sa zacal o 2:30 popoludni. Po privitani
hosti a tcastnikov spolupredsednicka Fes-
tivalového vyboru Nina Hola potom pred-
stavila Janku Konzelmann, ktora konferova-
la d’al$i program.

Prvé vystupenie mal detsky subor Lipka = - -
Z Linden,y N.JI.), ktory ocaril ot})/ecenstvo sli)e— BISkl_lp_M"an Lach, S'J_'vna,fesm’ale,
vom a tancami. Po nich nasledovali tane¢né S m'n'§tr°m zahr?m?.nyc'} vecl
a spevacke vystupy suboru Limbora z New @ europskych zalezitosti SR,
Yorku, ktory vlani oslavil 50. vyro¢ie svojej Miroslavom Lajéakom.
existencie.

V d’alsom programe sa predstavilo spevacke trio Arian Lem Joy, ktoré pobavi-
lo najmi mladych modernou hudbou a spevom. Program pokracoval koncertom
popularnych spevacok zo Slovenska Niky Karch a Beaty DubasSovej, ktoré pred-
stavili tcastnikom moderné slovenské spevy a hudbu. Bohaty program zakoncila
spevacka skupina Vox Ethnica. Ugastnici festivalu potom spoloéne zaspievali
hymnické piesne God Bless America a Hej Slovaci.

Jan Holy

Slovenské
centrum
deti- Lipka
Academy s
ministrom
zahraniénych
veci SR,
Miroslavom
Lajéakom
spolu s
manzelkou
Jarmilou H.
Lajéakovou.

Tretinu vysokych skl na
Slovensku by sme mali zavriet

Slovensky prezi-
dent Andrej Kiska
pocas svojej pracovne;j
navstevy USA navstivil
spolo¢nost’ Volkswagen
Research Lab, kde ho-
voril s jej predstavitel’-
mi o tom, ako vznikaju
vyskumné centra a ¢o
by sa dalo spravit’ na
Slovensku preto, aby
vznikali aj u nds.

,»Odpoved nie je
jednoducha, ale vzdy sa FOTO: Kancelaria prezidenta
to to¢i okolo jedné- Prezident Andrej Kiska s riaditefom sekcie
ho - kazde :}"fumll(lé umelej inteligencie spolo¢nosti Tesla Andrejom
centrum potrebuje kva-
lingch Fudi, Kvalini  oarPathym.
l'udia, a vidiet to aj tu, s vacSinou okolo kvalitnych vysokych §kol. Minimalne
jednu tretinu vysokych §kdl by sme mali zavriet'. Z tych, ktoré zavrieme, vytiahnut’
tie kvalitné fakulty a dat’ skuto¢ne peniaze len tym najlepsim je asi ta cesta, ktora
nam dokaze pomoct’, aby sme vytvorili potom aj takéto Spickové centra,” uviedol.

Stretol sa i s Andrejom Karpathym, ktory ma v spolo¢nosti Tesla na starosti
riadenie vyvoja umelej inteligencie. Narodil sa na Slovensku, ako 15-ro¢ny sa
prestahoval s rodi¢mi do Toronta, kde vyStudoval aj univerzitu. Prezidentovi pred-
viedol najrychlejSie auto na svete, ktoré dokaze zrychlit’ z nuly na 100 kilometrov
za hodinu za 2,3 sekundy. ,,Stale hovorime o tom, ze Slovensko méze byt py$né na
svojich kreativnych mladych l'udi a som vel'mi rad, Ze jeden taky stoji vedla miia.
Presne takito 'udia nam robia fantastické meno po celom svete, no a my musime
len uvazovat o tom, ¢co mézeme spravit’ preto, aby sme ich dostali domov,* uviedol
prezident.

Ako Karpathy spresnil, auto buducnosti uz vie ist' samo bez toho, aby do ria-
denia pocas jazdy zasahoval vodi¢. ,,Systém uz funguje, ale este nie je mozné ist’

s nim do mesta, len na dial'nici,” konStatoval.

Prezident na pracovnej ceste navstivil spolocnosti Facebook a LinkedIn. Okrem
delegécie podnikatel'ov ho sprevadzal podpredseda vlady pre investicie a informa-
tizaciu SR Peter Pellegrini (Smer-SD).

TASR



JEDNOTA, STREDA, 18. OKTOBRA 2017

A ] °
Na pode Matice slovenskej
dala Rad Slovak
Zasa 4 nada pre Siovakov
Veeo ) ° eV, °
zijucich v zahrani¢i pri MS
Otazky krajanskej prob-
lematiky v Matici slovenskej
ani v tomto roku neostali v
uzadi. 18. septembra 2017
Matica slovenska uskutocnila
zasadanie Rady pre Slovakov
zijicich v zahrani¢i pri
MS (d’alej len RSZZ),
na ktorom sa zucastnili
delegati zo Siestich krajin
sveta. Rokovanie viedla
predsednicka RSZZ pri MS,
Katarina Melegova-Melichova
(predsednicka Miestneho
odboru Matice slovenske;j
Bacsky Petrovec, Srbsko),
spolo¢ne s podpredsedom
RSZZ pri MS, Adrianom
Miroslavom Merkom
(predsedom Demokratického
zvizu Slovakov a Cechov
v Rumunsku) a Katarinou
Kirdlyovou (riaditel’kou
Ustavu pre kultaru Slovakov v
Mad’arsku), ktora na rokovani
zastupovala podpredsednicku
RSZZ pri MS, Alzbetu
Hollerovu-Rackovu (predsednicku Celostatnej slovenskej samospravy v Mad’arsku).
V dopoludiajsich hodinach hostia navstivili Archiv MS, Pozi¢oviiu krojov a kostymov MS a
Krajanské muzeum MS. Delegaciu v meste Martin privital viceprimator mesta, Imrich Zigo.
Rokovanie sa uskutocnilo v priestoroch II. budovy Matice slovenskej. Za ucasti vrcholnych
¢inovnikov Matice slovenskej bolo vyhodnotené plnenie zaverov z ostatného zasadania Rady,
ktore sa uskutocnilo v jeseni, v r. 2015. Po bilancii plnenia zaverov nasledovali prispevky
delegatov. Okrem vedenia RSZZ pri MS svoje poziadavky MS predostreli: Dusan Daucik
(Cestny predseda Svédsko-slovenského spolku), Miroslava Grzini¢ (podpredsednicka Zvéazu
pre Slovakov Zijlcich v Chorvatsku pre kultiru), Vladimir Skalsky (predseda Svetového
zdruzenia Slovakov v zahranici, Cesko) a Bohdan Kraus (¢len vyboru a spolo¢nosti M. R.
Stefanika, Cesko).
Z rokovania bolo prijatych devit’ zaverov: 5
1) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS zasielala ¢clenom RSZZ pri MS aktualny zoznam knih z
Vydavatel'stva MS, aby si krajania mohli vybrat’ publikécie MS podla vlastného uvazenia
2) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS zviditelInila krajanské osobnosti, ktoré sa presadili na ve-
deckom, kultirnom a §portovom poli v SR cez vlastné informac¢né kanaly (webstranka, SNN,
magazin Slovensko, Matica TV) s
3) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS adresovala odportcaci list USZZ za icelom
raciondlnejSieho prerozdel'ovania dotécii na podporu krajanskych projektov
4) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS ¢astejsie vysielala svojich pracovnikov na krajanské
podujatia za ii€elom podpory slovenskej kultarnej identity
5) RSZZ pri MS odporuca $tatnym organom SR zvysit financnt podporu Matice slovenskej,
najstarsej narodnej, kultirnej a vedeckej ustanovizne Slovakov, osobitne v prospech aktivit
Slovakov Zijucich v zahranici.
6) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS podporovala projekt Centra slovenského zahranicia
v Bratislave, ktory by implementoval ako svoju stcast’ vznik Pamétnika slovenského
vystahovalectva
7) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS vyzvala slovenské univerzitné pracoviska k realizacii
sociologickych vyskumov krajanskych komunit ,,Ako d’alej krajania... v jednotlivych Statoch
8) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS zriadila dotacny systém pre podporu projektov krajan-
skych komunit
9) RSZZ pri MS navrhuje, aby MS vyvinula snahy orientované na dostojné ocenovanie
krajanskych osobnosti na pode SR, udel'ovanim $tatneho obcianstva SR

V zéavere zasadania si Rada urcila termin d’alSieho rokovania, ktoré naplanovala na jeseil
2018.

Clanok zaslala: Zuzana Pavelcova

Na Slovensko prisli cvicit
vojenski chemici z desiatich krajin

Vo Vycvikovom a testovacom centre radiacnej, chemickej a biologickej ochrany v Ze-
mianskych Kostol'anoch sa konal koncom septembra 5. ro¢nik medzinarodného cvicenia Toxic
Valley 2017. Celkovo prislo cvicit' 168 Specialistov na toxické chemické latky z desiatich krajin.

,»,Cielom cvicenia je precvicit’ timy so Specializaciou na odber vzoriek a mobilné identifikacné
laboratorid v identifikdcii toxickych, ako aj toxickych priemyselnych latok v sulade so $tan-
dardmi NATO, " uviedla hovorkyna ministerstva obrany Danka Capakova. Ako dodala, vycviko-
vé centrum na Slovensku je jedinecné tym, ze vojaci v iom mozu cvicit' s ostrymi chemickymi
latkami.

Pre cviciacich su pripravené scendre s vyzvami, ktoré preveria ich odbornt a odborno-taktickl
pripravenost’. Vycvikové a testovacie centrum umoziuje, aby si precvi€ili a zjednotili postupy
odberu vzoriek, identifikaciu toxickych chemickych latok, dekontaminaciu a samotnt spolupra-
cu timov pri plneni tloh s redlnymi toxickymi chemickymi latkami. Na samotnom cviceni sa
zUCastiuju prislusnici ozbrojenych sil Slovenska, Belgicka, Ceskej republiky, Franctizska, Ma-
d’arska, Pol'ska, Slovinska a USA. Ako pozorovatelia sti na cvi¢eni vojaci z Nemecka a Velkej
Briténie.
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Banska Bystrica ma po 30
rokoch nova autobusovu stanicu

Po 30 rokoch sa koncom septembra Bansko-
bystri¢ania doc¢kali otvorenia novej autobuso-
vej stanice Terminal Shopping Center (TSC),
ktora je prepojena s obchodnym centrom.
Celkovo ide o 80 spojov. Dopravnu ¢ast’ TSC
tvori 19 nastupist. Farebne odlisené oznacniky
cestujucich l'ahko zorientuju, modré st pre
primestsku dopravu, zlté pre dialkovu a Cerve-
né pre MHD, ktora za¢ne odtial’ premavat od
oktobra. )

Nova stanica, ¢o do vybavenia, splia tie naj-
prisnejsie kritéria. Cestujici maju k dispozicii
osem LCD panelov, z toho $tyri v obchodnej
Casti, ktoré ich online informuju o odchodoch
a prichodoch autobusov i vlakov zo zeleznic-
nej stanice susediacej s TSC. Najdu tam tiez
20 tzv. inteligentnych laviciek s integrovanou
elektrickou zasuvkou, informa¢nu kancelariu,
kryta ¢akaren a pre pripad nahlych zdravot-
nych tazkosti je tam aj defibrilator, Co uz je
Standardnym vybavenim velkych objektov.
0d 300 LED svietidiel mesto o¢akava vyrazna
usporu elektrickej energie. Stanica je monitorovana kamerovym systémom a na ochranu a
poriadok vecer a v noci ma dozerat’ bezpecnostna sluzba. 3

,»Podl'a mna je to najmodernejsia autobusova stanica nielen na Slovensku, ale aj v Cesku.
Pokojne moéze konkurovat’ eurépskym projektom, myslim si, Ze takych stanic je velmi malo,
reagoval investor a spolumajitel’ spolo¢nosti Primum Ivan Hlavacek na margo hybridne;j stani-
ce.

Na obchodnej ploche 11.000 $tvorcovych metrov, ktora sa nachadza nad dopravnou ¢astou a
je s nou spojena eskalatormi a vytahom, je 40 obchodnych prevadzok s potravinami, drogé-
riou, obuvou, oble¢enim, hrackami, Sportovymi potrebami ¢i knihami vratane restauracnych a
kaviarenskych sluzieb.

TASR

The Slovak Spectator meni periodicitu
a ponika nové multimedidlne sluzby

The Slovak Spectator, jediné noviny o Slovensku v anglickom jazyku, sa od oktobra zame-
riavaju viac na multimedialne sluzby poskytované svojim citatelom. Ti budi moct spravy nie
len citat, ale tyzdenny vyber z nich aj poclivat. Zaroven sa od tohto mesiaca meni periodicita
tlacené¢ho vydania novin z dvojtyzdennej na mesacnt. Informovala o tom Martina Misikova z
The Slovak Spectator.

V suvislosti so zmenou periodicity bude garantovany rozsireny format mesa¢ného The Slovak
Spectator na minimalne 16 stran. Dochadza aj k zmene Struktlry a rozsirenému obsahu sekcie
Business focus, ktora sa v kazdom vydani hlbsie venuje urcitej téme a segmentu.

»OCakavame, ze novy format ndm poskytne viac priestoru na pripravu vicsich, analytickych
materialov v printe aj online,” povedala $éfredaktorka The Slovak Spectator Michaela Terenzani.
Periodikum pripravilo pre Citatelov aj novil digitalnu sluzbu, ktora zahia zasielanie tyzdenného
prehl'adu najzaujimavejsich udalosti a audio nahravky s tyzdennym prehl'adom sprav z politiky
a biznisu.

,»Tyzdenny prehlad nebude spocivat’ len v pokryvani biznisu a politiky, ale aj v priblizeni
cestovatel'skych prilezitosti a podujati organizovanych na Slovensku,” povedal vydavatel’ The
Slovak Spectator Jan Pallo.

Vyraznejsie zmeny v novinach prebehli naposledy v januari 2015, ked’ titul prestal vychadzat’
ako tyzdennik a stal sa dvojtyzdennikom. The Slovak Spectator prinasa svojim ¢itatefom spravy
zo Slovenska v anglictine z oblasti politiky, biznisu a kultiry uz od roku 1995.
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8. ro¢nik festivalu Biela noc v Kosiciach

Pri maratonskom ohni na Namesti
Maratonu mieru v Kosiciach sa za-
cal 30. septembra program v poradi
osmeho rocnika festivalu Biela noc.
Navstevnici metropoly vychodu, ako i
miestni si mohli vychutnat mnoZstvo
umeleckych projektov svetovych i do-
macich umelcov.

Podl'a umeleckej riaditelky festi-
valu Zuzany Pacakovej je Biela noc
noc¢nou prechadzkou mestom za ume-
nim. Tento rok si organizatori pre di-
vakov pripravili celkovo 30 rdznych
umeleckych zastavok.

Biela noc je medzinarodny umelec-
ky projekt, ktory ma za ulohu priblizit’
sirokej verejnosti sucasné formy ume-
nia, ako aj netradi¢né, nepoznané a vyznamné miesta europskych metropol.

Podujatie vzniklo v Parizi v roku 2002. V roku 2013 ju navstivilo viac ako 2,5 miliona
l'udi. Z Pariza sa pocas niekol’kych rokov projekt rozsiril aj do miest ako New York, Los
Angeles, Chicago, Miami, Santa Monica, Montreal, Toronto, Rim, Tel Aviv, Gaza, Jeru-
zalem, Madrid, Brusel, Riga, Bukurest, Amsterdam, Brighton, Turin, Petrohrad, Kosice a
Bratislava.

FOTO: TASR/Milan Kapusta
Nasnimke svetelnainstalaciapriSpievajlcej
fontane na Hlavnej ulici v KoSiciach.
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40. Festival slovenského
dedi¢stva v NJ poctil
slovenského statnika M. Lajcdka

Blahorecenie Titusa

Zemana prildkalo do hlavného
mesta vy$e 33.000 ludi

Slovensko ma d’alSieho blahoslaveného, je nim slovensky salezian, knaz Titus Zeman.
Titus Zeman bol za komunizmu prenasledovany a zomrel na nasledky mucenia a viznenia
v roku 1969. Viac ako 33.000 l'udi prildkalo do Bratislavy blahorecenie slovenského sale-
ziana Titusa Zemana z toho 25.000 prislo na hlavnu sobotnt 30. oktobra slavnost’ spojent
s konom blahorecenia. Medzi nimi bolo priblizne 500 kinazov, dvaja kardinali a desiatky
biskupov zo Slovenska i zahranicia.

Papez Frantisek stanovil datum liturgického slavenia sviatku nového blahoslaveného na
8. janudra, ¢o je deil Titusovho odchodu do vecnosti. Miestom trvalého uctievania relikvii
Titusa Zemana sa stal Kostol Sedembolestnej Panny Marie v bratislavskych Vajnoroch.

TASR

Tisice Slovakov si prisli pozriet’ bohaty program a privitat’ vyznamnych hosti zo Slovenska.
Na snimke v prvom rade Siesty zlava biskup Milan Lach, S.J. s duchovenstvom,
spolupredsednickou festivalu Ninou Holou a d'alSimi ¢lenmi festivalového vyboru.

Jubilejny 40. Festival slovenského dedicstva sa konal v parku Middlesex County Fair-
grounds v sobotu 16. septembra. Slavnostnymi hostami boli podpredseda vlady a minister
zahrani¢nych veci SR Miroslav Lajcak, ktory 13. septembra prevzal predsednicke mies-
to v OSN, dalej predseda Uradu pre Slovakov v zahrani¢i Dr. Jan Vardo a diplomaticki
zastupcovia SR v USA a pri OSN.

Spolupredsednicka festivalu Nina Hola privitala a predstavila nového predsedu OSN
Miroslava Laj¢aka, ktory vo svojom prihovore ocenil tsilie festivalového vyboru v snahe
udrzat’ tradiciu tychto festivalov a vyslovil vd’aku slovenskej komunite v USA za jej prispe-
vok v udrzovani dobrych vztahov medzi USA a Slovenskou republikou. V pod’akovani
Nina Hola gratulovala ministrovi Laj¢akovi k vyznamnej funkcii v OSN a dodala, ze je
to nielen jeho osobny tspech, ale aj velka cest’ a uznanie pre SR a vsetkych Slovakov, ¢o
obecenstvo prijalo s nadSenym potleskom.

Nina Hola potom privitala a predstavila predsedu Uradu pre Slovakov v zahrani&i Dr.
Jana Varsu, vel'vyslanca SR pri OSN Milana Mlynara, zastupcu vel'vyslanca SR vo Wash-
ingtone Jozefa Polakovica a gen. konzulku SR v New Yorku Ladislavu Begec. Precitala
tiez pisomné pozdravy od prezidenta SR Andreja Kisku a od guvernéra statu New Jersey
Chrisa Christie. Z americkoslovenskych Cinitelov predstavila predsedu Slovenskej ligy
Daniela Tanzone a podpredsedu Mikulasa Halku, vydavatel'a Slovaka v Amerike Milana
Cubu a predsedni¢ku Kultarneho Strediska Sabinu Sabados.

Bohosluzby, ktoré sa konali v gréckokatolickom obrade, celebroval biskup Milan Lach,
S.J. z Parma, Ohio. Spolu s nim koncelebroval biskup passaickej diecézy Kurt Burnette
a d’alsi knazi. Kazen v slovenskej re¢i mal biskup Milan Lach, S.J.

Pokragovanie na str. 22

Pri Jednotarskom
stole: zfava
pracovnicky
Hlavného uradu
IKSJ v Clevelande,
OH, Miriam
Visnovsky a
sprava: Terezia
Rozmus;
regionalna
predsednicka IKSJ,
Sabina Sabados;
generalna konzulka
SR v NY, Ladislava
Begec.

Zdroj: TASR/Martin Baumann
Na snimke relikvie slavnostne blahore¢eného Titusa Zemana 30. septembra 2017 v
Bratislave.

On September 30, 2017, over 33,000 people attended the beatification ceremony
in Bratislava of Father Titus Zeman, a Salesian priest who was imprisoned and
martyred by the communist in 1969.

Chodnik korunami stromov
v Bachledovej doline

FOTO: TASR/Milan Kapusta
Na snimke Chodnik korunami stromov v Bachledovej doline nedaleko obce
Zdiar v okrese Poprad, ktory slavnostne otvorili v piatok 29. septembra 2017.

A walkway in the Bachledova Valley not far from Zdiar in the Poprad District
was officially opened on September 29, 2017.



