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Solemnity of Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ -

An Important Reminder

The Officers and Members
of the Board of Directors,
the First Catholic Slovak Union,
extend their most sincere Fraternal
Greetings and Best Wishes
to all Fathers and Members
on Father's Day!

Thank you for keeping the

January 1, 2020 was like any other New Year’s Day. Parties
June 21, 2020 traditions alive.

small and large were held the previous evening. Life was wonder-
ful as we began the decade of the 2020’s. No one could have
foreseen that a virus would change everything within a matter of

weeks. Rev. Thomas A. NaSta .......cccueeiiieiiieiiieiiieiieiie e Chaplain

Civic authorities ordered their citizens remain at home. Work- Andrew M. RaJ€C ........ocooiiiiiiii President
places classified as “non-essential” were told they must close. (If Andrew R. Harcar, Sr........cccoocooiiiiiiiiiiiiicee Vice-President
your place of employment gives you a paycheck that pays your Kenneth A. Arendt.........c.oocoovieiiiniiiiiiiiiene, Executive Secretary
bills and puts food on the table, how can it be called “non-essen- George F.-Matta Il ..., Treasurer

tial” workplace? But that’s a topic for another time.) How sad it is
that so many are now unemployed.

Of course, this “new normal” is affecting our lives as Catholics.
Many of our churches have been empty on Sunday mornings for eleven weeks and count-
ing. Some dioceses are just beginning to permit priests to offer public Masses. Sure, we
can pray — the Rosary, the Liturgy of the Hours, novenas, litanies, and other devotions - at D EAD LI N E
home. But it isn’t the same as going to church for Mass and receiving Holy Communion.

“Social distancing” is a phrase that entered our vocabulary at the beginning of March. IS
We are told to separate ourselves from each other by a minimum of 6 feet. The intention of
social distancing is good; it is to help minimize the spread of the coronavirus. ALM OST H E RE

But social distancing can have long-lasting effects, particularly with the practice of our
Catholic faith. The longer the crisis continues, the longer the last time it will have been for
people to have attended Sunday Mass. The longer the crisis continues, the more we can
allow ourselves to socially distance ourselves from Jesus, the Bread of Life.

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is celebrated this year on June
14. The solemnity reminds all Catholics to reflect upon and remember what Christ’s gift of

Rev. Thomas Nasta

OPEN OR ADD

the Holy Eucharist is and what Christ’s gift of the Holy Eucharist does. We learned at a very
young age when preparing to receive our First Holy Communion that under the appearances
of the bread and wine consecrated by a priest at Mass, Jesus, the Son of God, is really and TO YOUR

truly present. Each time we receive Holy Communion we continue to learn a major effect of
the Sacrament, unity. IRA A NT TODAY!

Through the Holy Eucharist, we become one with Christ and one with each other. With ccou o ’
the Holy Eucharist, we are drawn closer to Jesus. In the Holy Eucharist, we grow in unity

with the Lord. . |=50)
Social distancing due to COVID-19 is be- 8 Year Flex Premium IRA 3|:|

ing carried over to practically every aspect

of our lives. It is causing many to be filled 6 Year Flex Premium IRA 3 é]l@

with worry and anxiety, to live in isolation and 0 10

loneliness. Jesus, who gives us his Body

and Blood as true food and true drink, tells 6 Year FiXCd Rate IRA 3 35
0

us many times in the gospels, “Do not be
afraid.” In him, in the Eucharist, we find true

Joy, peace, and love. Call us at 800.533.6682 or simply send your

Fraternally,
Father Thomas A. Nasta deposit to the Home Office.
National Chaplain
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Insights and Viewpoints

St. Vincent Archabbey — Homily, Father Edward Mazich, 0.S.B.

94 - 12th Sunday of Ordinary
Time - June 21, 2020

In today’s first reading the prophet Jer-
emiah finds himself denounced and pur-
sued on every side, though he does not
lose heart, saying: “the Lord is with me,
like a mighty champion: my persecutors
will stumble, they will not triumph. In their
failure they will be put to utter shame,
to lasting, unforgettable confusion” (Jer
20:11). The prophet cries out for relief from his persecutors and
expresses confidence that they will have their comeuppance and
Jeremiah himself will be rescued by the Lord.

This fits perfectly with the Gospel passage from Matthew, where we hear: “Nothing is
concealed that will not be revealed...what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.
And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the
one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna” (Matt 10:26-28).

Jesus teaches his listeners that those like Jeremiah who are hounded by oppressors need
not fear them, for they can only take one’s earthly life, not one’s heavenly inheritance. The
words of denunciation whispered against Jeremiah by his detractors will be shouted from the
rooftops, and their secret scheming to kill him will be made known as well. This still sounds
like quite a toll that our opponents can take, yet Jesus is pointing to the fact that the fullness
of human life and purpose lies not in the present life—‘do not be afraid of those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul’—but we prepare for it in the present life and only experience it
in its perfection in the life to come.

We have seen before that in arranging the Lectionary the Church began by selecting a
Gospel passage and then chose a first reading, generally from the Old Testament, to intro-
duce and support the Gospel. The second reading, normally taken from the New Testament
epistles, often takes up a different theme. Today we find that the second reading, from Saint
Paul’s Letter to the Romans, might be the key that helps us understand Jesus’ Gospel les-
son and draw hope from it.

Paul writes: “Through one man sin entered the world, and through sin, death....But the
gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, how
much more did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ overflow
for the many” (Rom 5:12, 15). We see two critical points here: the universality of sin among
human beings and the universality of God'’s saving grace which comes to us through Christ.

The first point—the universality of sin—is what Jeremiah felt the sting of as he was chased
by his persecutors. It is also what we sense when we are the victims of another’s sin and
when we ourselves stoop to sin against others: we feel the guilt that always accompanies sin
and is one of its destructive side-effects. The second point, that of God’s all-encompassing
and all-powerful saving action in Christ, is what Jeremiah anticipated with great longing and
we what share in its fullness.

The next time we feel pressed on every side by foes of any sort, let us pray with the
Psalmist, “Lord, in your great love, answer me,” (Ps 69:14) knowing that in Christ God has
already defeated the power of sin and death once and for all, and has given us the hope

Fr. Edward Mazich,
0.S.B.
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of living in virtue in the present life that we might enjoy the fullness of his glory in the life to
come.

13th Sunday of Ordinary Time - June 28, 2020
Matthew 10; 37-42

In the Gospel today Jesus asks a very difficult question. Who do
we love most? If one were to pose this question to people on the
street most would likely answer; my husband/wife, mother, father,
children, fiancé’, etc. These are the people we have close contact
with and hold close to our heart. Married couples have vowed to
love one another until death, regardless of sickness, poverty or bad
times. Can we love someone more than that? According to Jesus
we can. Jesus tells us the answer he expects is to love Jesus more
than anyone else. Few people on the street would probably answer
“Jesus” if asked who they love most. This is not because they don’t
love Jesus, but rather that we tend to put our immediate relationships first. They may very
well love Jesus and have great faith and devotion, but don’t keep him in the forefront. We
are the “people on the street.” We might sincerely love Jesus and spend time in prayer and
reflection. We might read the Bible and other spiritual books and find great inspiration that
leads to changes in our lives. However, we have trouble with thinking that we don’t love the
people in our lives who we are close to, more than anyone else. We might not consciously
think that we don’t love Jesus “with all our hearts, all our souls, all our mind, and all our
strength,” but we're not quite to the “all” part of the relationship.

It can be difficult for a husband or wife to say that they don't love each other more than
anyone else, or for someone to say that they don't love their children and grandchildren,
nephews and nieces, and siblings more than anyone else. Yet Jesus tells us that to be his
follower we cannot love anyone more than we love him. In the First Letter of Saint John he
tells us; “God is love....." Love originates from God himself including the love we have for
others. It was out of love that God created us and that God sent his Son to suffer and Die
for us, and to rise from the dead. This love fills us and unites us with Christ. For Jesus tells
us that whoever welcomes one of his followers welcomes Jesus himself; whoever gives a
cup of water to someone gives it to Jesus. When we love Jesus above all we are filled with
his love and the ability to love others more than ever before. This is the love that graces
us with the ability to forgive the spouse, the children and grandchildren. It is the source of
grace to remain faithful to someone during sickness or other difficult times. It is the pure
and unconditional love of God that flows through us when we accept the love of Jesus and
respond to him with total love.

The expectation of Jesus that we love him more than others, is not meant to have us rank
the people in our lives, and it is not meant to have us love the important people in our lives
less. The expectation of Jesus that we love him above all is one that is meant to lead us to a
deeper experience of love. God'’s love is so great that when we open our hearts to it we grow
in that love throughout our entire lives. It is the love that forgives and transforms us to look at
others the way that Christ himself does. This love is impossible for us to fully understand, yet
by growing in God’s love we experience it more and more each day of our lives.
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LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Tony Rossi, Director of Communications, The Christophers
Actress Bonnie Hunt Influenced
by Catholic Family

Actress Bonnie Hunt is familiar to anyone who has watched her classic films, such as
“Cheaper by the Dozen,” “Jumaniji,” etc. She wrote, directed, and co-starred in the beloved
movie “Return to Me,” and has voiced numerous characters in Pixar movies, including Dolly
in the “Toy Story” franchise. She has also been the pioneering creative force behind numer-
ous TV sitcoms, as well as the daily talk show “The Bonnie Hunt Show.” And most recently,
she co-starred in the Emmy nominated mini-series “Escape at Dannemora.” But it all began
for Bonnie in her hometown of Chicago, growing up in a Catholic family where she honed
her storytelling talents by observing her dad Bob, mom Alice, and six brothers and sisters.

During a recent interview on “Christopher Closeup,” Bonnie told me, “When you grow up
in a blue collar neighborhood, there’s those summer nights on the front porch of the house
and everybody stopping by and talking. You see the storyteller...and a lot of times it was
my dad telling a story and everybody listening and hanging on to every word and laughing.
You see how healing and comforting and joyful it is, and you go to bed as a kid feeling the
power of that.”

Watching “The Andy Griffith Show” as a family was also influential because Bonnie got to
see her parents relax, laugh, and forget their troubles while enjoying a story to which they
could relate and learn something from characters who were “genuine, dimensional, and
charming.” TV and movies were not just fun diversions, she discovered, but they could be
‘cathartic and comforting.”

Family was the center of Bonnie’s life back then. Her father Bob worked two or three jobs
to get all the bills paid, while her mom Alice took care of the kids. At the heart of everything
were love and faith. “I still envy my Mom’s faith,” said Bonnie, “because it's unwavering and
beautiful. It's a wonderful thing to have as a guide in your life.”

Bonnie’s father influenced her life tremendously as well. That's why it was so devastating
when he died suddenly at age 50. How did Bonnie handle that tragedy?

A Father’s Message From Heaven

Bonnie Hunt's father Bob is never far from her mind, be it on Father’s Day or any day of
the year. Though she wanted to travel to Hollywood to be an actress and storyteller from
an early age, Bob convinced her to pursue her interest in nursing first. Bonnie followed his
advice and was newly into nursing school at age 18 when Bob unexpectedly suffered a heart
attack and died.

Recalling the experience on “Christopher Closeup,” Bonnie endured near-total despair
and felt angry at God, asking, “How could you take our dad?!” She also decided to quit nurs-
ing school. Her motivation for that career died with Bob. Bonnie’s mom, Alice, convinced
her to at least go back to school for one more week in honor of Bob. On her first day back,
Bonnie regretted her decision when one of her instructors took her aside and said, “You
know, Hunt, you're not the only person whose father ever died, so buck up...You can't be
telling people what’s going on in your life.” Though Bonnie accepted these orders without
complaint, she felt pained at the heartlessness of the comments.

Then, the time came for the nursing students to be assigned the patients they would care
for. Though there were hundreds in the hospital, Bonnie was directed to a man named Mr.
O'Brien. After she introduced herself, he cheerfully called her “my Bonnie lass” and told her
he was “doomed” because he had terminal cancer. Bonnie was shocked by how casually he
spoke of his own impending death, but Mr. O'Brien explained, “I feel lucky to have cancer...
I'm Irish, and there’s a lot we don’t say to our families. We're kind of stoic. But now I've been
able to tell my boys how much | love them and tell my bride...| had a friend who died sud-
denly, and he'd always talk about his kids as his greatest accomplishment. He didn't get to
say goodbye, and I'm getting that opportunity.”

Bonnie developed a real affection for Mr. O'Brien. When she learned he worked at the
Board of Education, which was where her father had worked, she broke the rules her instruc-
tor had given her by asking him if he knew Bob Hunt. Mr. O’Brien touched Bonnie’s arm,
saying, “That's the man who died suddenly that I've been speaking about.”

Bonnie and Mr. O’'Brien cried together about Bob’s death and this unlikely connection
between the two of them. She decided she couldn’t leave Mr. O'Brien, so she stayed his stu-
dent nurse until his death a few months later. Bonnie told me, “When | look back at my life,
becoming a nurse defined me in so many ways and gave me a more thoughtful approach to
life. And patients gave me a deep perspective. | really believe in divine intervention because
| think my Dad got to heaven and said, ‘Don't let her go to Hollywood! Can we find anyone
within a five mile vicinity that could stop her?!” Somehow, they found this one patient out of
500. I mean, | was assigned one patient!”

That connection also helped Bonnie begin to resolve her anger at God and her grief in
general. Though she went on to a successful career in Hollywood in movies like “Return to
Me” and “Cheaper by the Dozen,” she still relies on her nursing skills in both personal and
professional settings. She added, “Until this day, whenever | experience great sadness...the
thing that helps me the most is to help someone else.”

Is your FCSU profile up to date?

Help us serve you by making sure we have all your latest
information on file - address, phone, email, beneficiary

Call the Home Office and Update Your Profile Today at:
1-800-533-6682 (JEDNOTA)

Or go to http://www.fcsu.com/update-profile
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Praying with the Pope in June

The Way of the Heart
We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life, allowing themselves to be
touched by the Heart of Jesus.

Pope Francis,
June 2020

JUNE’S PRAYER INTENTION

This month, Pope Francis takes us to a fundamental aspect of the Pope’s Worldwide
Prayer Network, since its earliest days as the Apostleship of Prayer. At its beginning, over
175 years ago, and ever since, this ministry has been rooted in devotion to the Heart of
Christ, the Sacred Heart. This month, during which the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart
occurs, the Pope asks that “We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life,
allowing themselves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus”.

Our prayer, with the Pope in both his monthly and his new daily Intentions, is always
oriented towards changing our own hearts, preparing ourselves for mission in whatever
life-situation we're in. For almost every person on the planet, that situation changed drasti-
cally since before Lent this year. We are only just beginning to learn and to reflect on how
much of that change is permanent, on how much life has changed forever. Many indeed
are suffering, whether through illness or by watching loved ones sicken. Part of us longs
for a return to normal, leading us to examine what we meant by that normal, and to face
our fears that it might never return. Therefore, it is important not to let fear control us; the
love of the Heart of Christ will be our great strength.

Novena to The Sacred Heart

There has long been a tradition in the Church of dedicating nine days of prayer to the
Heart of Christ, concluding on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, June 19th. Many par-
ishes already pray this Novena every year and there are many beautiful variations. This
year, we present a version, composed by the Pope’s Prayer Network Director in London,
which is available online at www.popesglobalprayer.net.

Here is the Novena Prayer which you can pray every day, even when you can’t pray the
rest of the meditation:

“Lord Jesus, you have said, ‘Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock
and it shall be opened unto you'. | come to you in faith and trust, in love and hope. Let me
know your closeness to me and your care of me and for all who are dear to me."

- As posted on The Pope’s Global Prayer Network https://www.pathwaystogod.org/org/
popes-global-prayer-network/news

In the May 13 Jednota
(p. 23), we introduced
readers to Branch 24's
Fr. Marek Visnovsky and
Episode 1 of his excellent
series on iconography for
children. To view Episode
2,goto:

https://www.
youtube.com/
watch?v=sG4Q1cey0HO
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Immigrant Sisters of SS Cyril & Methodius

It is no secret that immigrants have provided our nation with a strong and blessed sup-
port. Our Sisters who emigrated from central Europe have contributed mightily not only by
their spiritual presence but also by the works they have performed in convents, parishes,
schools, hospitals, homes for the elderly and by their very presence which has brought joy
and comfort to all with whom they came into contact.

If my calculations are correct, fifty-one Sisters have come to the U. S. to live fruitful lives
and to minister to people who always proved to be thankful for their presence. | would like
to introduce you to several of these Sisters who made a contribution to the health and well-
being of their companions on the journey, especially those whom we called “house Sisters.”
Some of them, of course, became teachers in the parish schools and sacristans in parishes
and large institutions.

The first Sister | would like to introduce is Sister Bernardine Balint from Bridgeport, CT
who knew Father Matthew Jankola and had a spot in his funeral procession.

- Sister Bernadette Marie Ondus, SSCM

Her Story: Sister Bernardine

Sister Bernardine was born Mary Balint in Brestov, Slo-
vakia, January 9, 1904, (some of the records call it

Austria-Hungary, given the political situation at that
time).

In one of her Jubilee stories Sister Bernardine
tells us that in her parish church in Slovakia
there was a statue of St. Rita. One day when

she was only five some Sisters came to her

home to take up a collection for an orphan-
age. Mary thought they were heavenly visi-
tors and that those who dressed like St. Rita
lived in heaven.
The story continues with her father return-
ing to Slovakia in 1912 to get “Marinka”and her
mother to take them back to the U. S. To make
it easier for her to leave Slovakia, he told her she
would be taught by Sisters.
Their new home was in Bridgeport, CT, and Father
Matthew Jankola was pastor of their church, Saints Cyril
and Methodius. At the time of her arrival, Mary was eight-and-
a-half. Her sister Anne had been Father’s housekeeper for four years.
Father spoke these prophetic words when he met Mary: “Even though Anne didn’t enter the
newly-founded Sisters of Saint Cyril and Methodius, maybe Mary will.”

Recalling Father Jankola

Father Jankola was the quintessential pastor. Although his greatest concern was estab-
lishing a religious congregation of Sisters to teach the children of immigrants, he did not
wait until this would become a reality. His parishioners became the recipients of his ideas
to help them grow in their faith and to become productive American citizens. He conducted
catechetical classes for public school children, for instance. Father also offered naturaliza-
tion classes for immigrants applying for citizenship and evening school for adults interested
in learning math, English, Slovak, community singing and drama. Naturally, he started a
choir and also a drama club.

Mary was twelve when her pastor Father Jankola died at the age of 43. His death was a
devastating blow to the entire parish. It is evident that Mary, a twelve-year-old, felt the loss
as keenly as all the other parishioners. it conveys the strong regard Mary had for her de-
ceased pastor. She was delighted for the opportunity to be a part of the funeral procession.

As Sister Bernadine recalls: | was twelve years old when Father Jankola, our pastor,
died. Stephanie Tybor (Sister Martina’s sister), who was Prefect of the Sodality, chose Mary
Valo and me to be the leaders of the schoolgirls in the funeral procession. We wore white
dresses and black sashes; some also wore black ribbons in their hair. We slowly entered the
church, walked up the aisle and then parted at the railing. My place was under the mission
cross. | began to grow very uncomfortable. | had been all right while | was moving around,
but now that | was kneeling | became hotter and hotter. | could feel the perspiration pouring
down my face. Suddenly blackness came and | fainted. One of the ushers took me out to
the side porch and sat me on a chair and said, “Mary, I'll take you home” “No, no, no—even
if | die, I'm going to walk to the cemetery. | loved my pastor and | don't care if | die.”

Entering Religious Life

Mary entered on March 18, 1919. Earlier that day Sister Bernadette Malaskanic had died.
Mother Monica, I.H.M. directress of novices, told Mary, “God will give you many graces and
much suffering.” It proved prophetic later in her last days.

Evidently Sister liked to record events that were especially meaningful to her as demon-
strated by her account of her role in Father Jankola’s funeral. Here is her account of the
arrival of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Danville and their first encounter with
their new Motherhouse:

| was the last postulant to enter the Sisters of SS. Cyril and Methodius in Middletown,
the site of our temporary Motherhouse. The date was March 18, and although entering a
religious community is in itself an exciting venture, little did | realize then that in the early
days of our religious life, eight other young ladies and | would embark on an adventure few
have ever experienced.

Several months after my entrance, on June 18, 1919, nine postulants and several novices

boarded the train at Middletown to travel to Danville to take possession of the mansion
that the congregation had purchased for its Motherhouse. Mother Emmanuel, the General
Superior, met us at the station with the news that, because of an irregularity in the deed, we
would not be able to occupy Castle Grove after all. The high spirits that had marked our
trip to Danville were suddenly dashed. Our disappointment knew no bounds. Mother asked
us to remain at the station, but the Immaculate Heart Sisters at St. Joseph'’s offered our
dejected group hospitality for the night. We slept on the floor of the convent on mattresses
and blankets provided by the Sisters. The next day after Father Dougherty, the pastor of St.
Joseph's, spoke with us, we received word to proceed to Castle Grove. We quickly collected
our luggage, not forgetting to take along the three cats we had brought with us in a box from
Middletown. As we walked through town, we commented to one another how quiet and
pleasant it was. When he arrived at the gate, Mother Emmanuel led us in a prayer to the
Sacred Heart. Then we walked up the narrow path to a spot near the top of the hill where
Mother Emmanuel declared a statue of the Sacred Heart would one day be placed. Later a
bronze statue of the Sacred Heart was erected on the spot, thanks to a donation made by
Mr. and Mrs. T.W. Walsh.

Our first look at the Bennett mansion was forbidding indeed. What was behind the board-
ed up windows and doors was as yet a mystery. After eating a dinner prepared by Mrs. Scott,
the wife of the caretaker, we toured our new home. That night, exhausted from our first day
in our very own Motherhouse, we slept soundly on the floor on the large mattresses from
the double beds. The next morning we walked to St. Joseph’s for Mass. After our return
from church we breakfasted and then began the task of cleaning a building that had been
uninhabited for fourteen years. We had brought along some dusters and the Scotts provided
other cleaning materials. Later when our beds and other furnishings arrived by train from
Middletown, stopping at the station at the foot of the hill where the Buckley Carpet Store is
now, the once gloomy mansion became more cheerful and habitable.

Mrs. Scott also loaned us a few of her plates. Additional plates had to be improvised,
and since the ornamentation from the chandeliers was flat, it was used as tableware! After
housecleaning chores had been completed, the barn and the outdoors demanded our atten-
tion. Mr. Scott cut the tall grass and we weeded around the house. We also spent happy
hours weeding around the cobblestones that formed the pathways circling the grounds. At
mid-morning Mother Monica brought us bread and jelly and milk which we heartily enjoyed
as we took a break from our labors.

Doing laundry was another very important and time-consuming task. Until our washer
arrived, it was necessary to wash clothes by hand. When we had decided on a spot to hang
the bedding, we purchased rope for the clotheslines. For many years after, the novices hung
clothes on the lines adjacent to the barns.

Mr. Scott had also planted a vegetable garden and asked that a few of us help him weed
and cultivate it. Also from Middletown we had brought a few chickens and when the rest
arrived, we housed them in a section of the barn. They had ample room in the courtyard to
exercise and peck about for food. One day in preparation for the Reception ceremony Sister
Ferdinand and | gave the courtyard a good scrubbing. Then we fed the chickens. | got the
feed and Sister Ferdinand held the large door open as she called the chickens to the feast.
She suggested letting them in two by two. Suddenly the heavy door collapsed, pinning her
and number of the chickens beneath its weight. When | saw Sister was bleeding badly, | ran
for Mother Monica who discovered that Sister was quite seriously hurt. While Mother got
her medical attention, Sister Madeleine killed and cut up the injured chickens. The survivors
went to roost after their fright. Needless to say, the courtyard needed another scrubbing.

We postulants were also commissioned to perform a frightening task—killing the snakes
residing in the ruins of the greenhouses located where the cemetery and the statue of St.
Joseph are now. Amid the stones, cement and shattered glass were numerous families of
snakes. Armed with hoes and pitchforks, postulants and novices set out to exterminate
them. After each frontal attack, aiming our weapons at the head of the formidable creatures,
we retreated, screaming. Though the tiny ones posed little threat, the large snakes were
dauntless as they tried to protect their offspring. After seventy years | can still vividly recall
our war against the snakes.

The date for the first Reception in Danville of young women into the congregation had
been set for August 15, the Feast of the Assumption. Since the sun-parlor floor was rusty
from leaks from both the roof and the radiators, we postulants had to remove the stains with
lye. To protect our shoes from the strong solution, we wore our overshoes. The Reception
ceremony was held as scheduled, not in the sun parlor, however, but in the chapel. At that
time the altar was situated in the back on the sun-parlor side, opposite its present location.

After accomplishing the assigned tasks both inside and outside our Motherhouse, | was
sent at the end of August to our elementary school in Jessup. | had 125 first and second
graders in my charge. The superior and principal was Sister Elizabeth, who at mid-term
came to my classroom to administer tests in all the subjects, reading, writing, spelling, math,
and, of course, religion. | spent those three days with Sister’s third and fourth graders. After
the testing was over Sister Elizabeth complimented me, telling me how pleased and satisfied
she was with the children’s academic progress. | was so relieved for | had feared the worst,
being sent home for not fulfilling the responsibility of maintaining a classroom. At the time
| started my teaching career | was only 15 years old! In January | turned 16 and continued
teaching until the end of the school year when | returned to Danville to be received into the
congregation as a novice.

For the next two years my companions and | learned from Mother Monica the basics of
religious life. The entire time of preparation for religious profession | consider one of the
happiest of my life. On the occasions when all the Sisters, both novices and professed, over

continued on page 5
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You can make a difference during the lonely days of the COVID lockdown,
especially among lonely seniors whether they be friends or family, says AMAC

If you don't have the heebie-jeebies by now, you soon will if you don't take precautions
during this new era of self-isolation due to the coronavirus pandemic. The anxiety most of us
feel for the victims of COVID-19 is exacerbated by the loneliness of the enforced seclusion
required to keep ourselves safe.

“It takes a lot of self-discipline and spiritual moxie to overcome the sadness, boredom, dis-
quiet and agitation of solitary confinement. It's a far cry from those moments when you want
some alone time and it can lead to bouts of depression. Unfortunately, once again seniors
are among the most susceptible,” according to Rebecca Weber, CEO of the Association of
Mature American Citizens [AMAC].

Weber cites data from the University of Michigan National Poll on Healthy Aging (NPHA).
It shows that long before the pandemic overwhelmed the U.S. in October of 2018, 34% of
older Americans between the ages of 50 and 80 reported that they felt a lack of companion-
ship. And, she points out, the authors of that study recently noted that “as social distancing
and stay-at-home orders continue in many states in response to the COVID-19 pandemic,
feelings of isolation and loneliness may be amplified among older adults.”

Meanwhile, the same poll showed that individuals who engaged in social activities were
less likely to feel isolated.

So what can you do about it?

According to the experts, simply engaging an elderly friend or relative in conversation is a
good way to start, says Weber.

Social stimulation without face-to-face contact is, indeed, possible and easy enough to do.
Think about making a phone call every day or a couple of times a week to a lonely neighbor,
friend or family member. Better yet, make it a video call using your cell phone. You may have
to provide easy to follow instructions and maybe even the device, but it will be well worth it.
It's a good and effective substitute for a physical visit.

And, when you are on one of your calls, you might use the occasion to explain that the
lockdown doesn't preclude getting physical by taking a walk at least once a day, for example.
A trip around the block or even in the backyard or the confines of your home provides a
healthy dose of fresh air and exercise, even if you have to wear a face mask.

If you notice a tinge of negativity in your conversation, deal with it. Reminisce about happy
events in the past or talk about food, old friends and old movies-- topics that provoke a smile

Immigrant Sisters of SS Cyril & Methodius
continued from page 4

100 by then, gathered together on the lawn, our beautiful, harmonious community spirit was
evident. Such bonding had taken place as we all joined our hands and hearts in establishing
our Motherhouse at the former Bennett mansion in the peaceful borough of Danville.

Following a Significant Role Model

Sister Bernardine indeed had a significant role model in her pastor, Father Jankola, when
it comes to diligence and service. She was a teacher for 46 years. Sister was also principal
and superior. During that time she reached out to anyone in need of guidance and instruc-
tion. Sister was only a postulant when she was given a teaching assignment in Jessup
where she taught 125 children in the first grade. In this class were two future Sisters and two
future priests. According to Sister Benardine, “Alittle portion of ME went into them.” These
touching words demonstrate the sort of person she always was. It is not difficult to imagine
that Father Jankola himself had such feelings for his people. As a member of the congrega-
tion he had founded, Sister proved her diligence and care for the individuals to whom she
ministered over many years: she directed altar boys, conducted children’s choirs, taught
First Communion and Confirmation classes and instructed converts at a time when there
were no RCIA programs in parishes. Among the young ones she instructed in the sacra-
ments of communion and confirmation was a boy with cerebral palsy. From 1930-1932,
Sister Bernardine served as Directress of Novices. A special role she fulfilled was that of
sacristan at Maria Joseph Manor for 19 years. Father Augustine Zan who also immigrated to
the U. S. served as chaplain. According to Sister Paracleta, “Sister Bernardine was known
for her conscientious exercise of her responsibilities, reverence for the Eucharist, and the
care of the sacred vessels and the linens.”

In 1984, Sister retired to Maria Hall. Another side of her personality became evident on
occasions like Mardi Gras and Halloween. Sister was the first to put on a costume for the
evening get-togethers, Slovak dress, a bridal outfit, a dress suit with a top hat in the role of
MC. It was evident she enjoyed performing and adding humor to the occasion.

The serious side also became evident, especially at the end of her life when she dealt with
her illness with patience and resignation. One wonders whether she remembered Mother
Monica’s words at the beginning of her life as a Sister: “God will give you many graces and
much suffering.” In difficult moments she no doubt uttered this sincere prayer. “Eternal
Father, | offer you the wounds of our Lord Jesus Christ to heal the wounds of our souls; my
Jesus, pardon and mercy, through the merits of your Sacred Wounds. Jesus, King of Mercy,
[ trust in you. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on me.”

At her last moments she may have whispered these words: “Jesus, Mary, Joseph, | give
you my heart and my soul; Jesus, Mary and Joseph, assist me in my last agony. Jesus,
Mary and Joseph, may | breathe forth my soul in peace with you.”

Her last day on earth was First Friday. She died shortly before 11 p.m. on Friday, October
7, 1994, the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.

or a laugh. After all, the purpose of making the contact is to spread cheer.

Give that person a purpose by suggesting “chores” such as gathering family recipes,
organizing family pictures or encouraging him or her to take up a new hobby such as jig saw
puzzles.

Finally, you may want to suggest getting involved with a local charity. Lending a helping
hand to a local charity such as a food-for-the-needy organization. Simple tasks such as mail-
ing solicitations for contributions and/or packaged food items can make a shut-in feel not so
isolated and can give them a “helper’s high.” In other words, helping others reinforces our
sense of worth.

“It's all about creating distractions that replace the negative thoughts that come to mind
when you've got too much idle time on your hands, making you feel useless, all alone and in
despair,” according to AMAC chief Weber.

<A
A

FCSU Fraternalism in Action: How Are We
Helping?

It's one of the founding tenets of our Society —
fraternalism.  Jednota has been asking FCSU
members to think about how to put our fraternalism
into action.

What are you doing? Email Jednota at fcsulife-
editor@gmail.com and share what your branch,
district or family is doing to help others. After all, as
socially distant as we must be right now, we're all
in this together.

FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OFTHE UNITED STATES & CANADA

6611 ROCKSIDE ROAD, SUITE 300, INDEPENDENCE, OHIO 44131
1-800JEDNOTA

IMPORTANT NOTICE
PRIVACY - PERSONAL FINANCIAL AND MEDICAL INFORMATION

Protecting the privacy of your personal financial and medical information has always been and
will continue to be a matter of top priority for us. When used in this notice, the following terms have
the meaning shown.

Public Information means information that is lawfully available to the general public from: Fed-
eral State or local government records; widely distributed media; or, disclosures to the general
public that are required to be made by Federal, State or local law.

Non-Public Information means personally identifiable financial and medical information. It also
means any list, description or other grouping of individuals, and publicly available information per-
taining to them, that is derived from any personally identifiable information that is not publicly avail-
able.

Consumer Reporting Agency means an entity, which regularly provides reports (Consumer
Reports) including information regarding an individual’'s: general reputation, character, personal
characteristics or mode of living and financial status. The information may be obtained through
interviews with the individual or third parties such as the individual's: business associates, family
members, friends, neighbors, acquaintances or financial sources.

We obtain information about you from the following sources:

J information you provide to us in an application or other form;

. information about your transactions with us (such as premium payments, loans, claims,
etc.), or others; and

. information that we may receive from a Consumer Reporting Agency.

We do not disclose any personal, Non-Public Information about you to anyone, except as per-
mitted or required by law. We will not disclose personal medical information about you, except as
permitted by law or as you may authorize.

We restrict access to your personal, insurance and medical information to those of our employ-
ees who need to know that information in order to provide insurance or service to you. We are, and
will continue to be, vigilant in the safeguarding of your personal, financial, and medical information.
We maintain physical, electronic and procedural safeguards to comply with Federal and State regu-
lations regarding the safeguarding of Non-Public Information.

It is our sincere desire to maintain complete, accurate and up-to-date records. You may contact
us to access, as provided by law, information included in your file. We will promptly correct any
error in our information. To protect your privacy, you will need to identify yourself by providing us
with your name, date of birth and social security number.
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Apostol Slavénie — Jan Kutlik st.

,Bo Kutlikovska vzacna rodina
Je perlou slovenskych rodin.*
Felix Kutlik 1ll.

V tomto roku si budeme pripominat 130. vyroCie Umrtia Jana Il. Kutlika znameho najma ako
Jana Kutlika st. Rod Kutlikovcov je na Dolnej zemi dobre zndmy najmé vdaka dlhoroénym
prondrodnym snaham, bojmi o posilnenie narodnej identity Slovakov i vdaka kiazskej a
ucitelskej praci trvajlcej takmer tri storocia.

Krajanské muzeum Matice slovenskej dlhoro¢ne vlastni monografiu Dejiny Kutlikovcov,
ktoré zostavil potomok rodu Félix Kutlik I1l. Uvadza ju slovami: ,M&j nebohy otec Felix Kutlik
|, byvaly evanjelicky farar kulpinsky, ziadal, aby v zdznamoch o rodine Kutlikovcov, ktoré on
zapocal robit, po jeho smrti niektory ¢len rodiny pokracoval. R&d plnim tuto jeho Ziadost,
lebo z lasky k svojmu rodu aj sam sa ochotne zaoberdm minulostou svojich praotcov.”

Azda najvyznamnejSie sa do slovenskych dejin Dolnej zeme zapisali otec a syn druhej a
tretej rodovej generéacie, ktorym venujeme kratku spomienku.

Jan Kutlik st. sa narodil 9. méja 1806 vo VySnom Kubine, v remeselnickej rodine mési-
ara Jana |. a Katariny Ill., rod. IreSovej (pévodom Polky). Dva roky navstevoval elemen-
tarnu Skolu v Jasenove, rok sa Skoloval v Dolnom Kubine, navstevoval gymnazium v
Sajo-Gemeri, neskor prestupil kvoli vyuébe neméiny do Kezmarku. Jeho ucitefom bol Jan
Chalupka, ktorému podla pisomnych pramefiov moZno vdacit za jeho narodné prebudenie.
Kvoli nedostatku financii na Skolné poplatky prestupil na mensie gymnazium do Banskej
Stiavnice, kde sa stretol s evanjelickym fardrom a narodovcom Janom Seberinyim. V roku
1826 prestupil na kolégium do PreSova, kde dokon€il kinazské vzdelanie.

Prvé pracovné miesto ziskal v Starej Pazove. Tu Uradoval ako kazatel a ucitel’ 13 rokov
(1828 — 1841). Kratko pdsobil v banatskom Sv. Mikulasi (1841 — 1843), neskor prestipil do
dnedného Rumunska (Mokra pri Arade) a odtial bol povolany na Pitvaro$ (1844). Jeho pso-
benie v Pitvarosi trvalo viac ako dve desatroCia. Tu dlhoro¢ne sluzil a ucil iba v slovencine,
¢o mu prinieslo nemalé komplikacie s madarskym obyvatelstvom. Neunavne podporoval
v8etky narodné snahy, podujatia, angaZoval sa literarne a publicisticky. Zaslizil sa o vystav-
bu slovenskych 8kél i nedelnej slovenskej Skoly v Pitvarosi. K presadzovaniu narodnych
snéh a k angaZovaniu sa vo veci narodnej povzbudzoval a vyzyval mnohych kolegov. Bol
oblibencom Jana Kollara, ktory ho nazval ,apostol Slavonie®. Kontakt nepretrzite udrzoval
i's Ludovitom Stdrom, ktorému pomohol na Dolnej zemi pripravit finannu zbierku na pod-
poru Katedry ¢esko-slovenského jazyka na evanjelickom gymnéziu v Bratislave.

Pod znagkou J.K. st. najdeme jeho €lanky v Orlovi Tatranskom, Narodnych novinéch,
Obzore, Pohladoch, Cirkevnych listoch, Vedomostiach, Vestniku, Hlasnikovi...

Samostatne vydal Pohrébnik, Pohrebné verSe, Nedelné kéazne, Oltanik, Kroniku dejepis-
nu, Jubileum Palatina Jozefa, NaboZensku Citanku, Makrobiotiku.

Bol zakladajucim ¢lenom Matice slovenskej a jej predsedom pre odbor MS na Dolnej
zemi. Na jej podporu venoval 12 zlatych. ZaslUZil sa o vznik a chod slovenského gymnazia v
Revucej. V Pitvarosi inicioval Citatel'sky spolok, venoval sa i vychove fudu najmé v otazkach
vCelarstva, zahradkarstva i ovocinarstva. Z Pitvaro$a odiSiel oznaovany ako panslav do
Slovenského Banhedésa ku svojmu synovi, ktory posobil ako farér a ucitel a nasledoval jeho
Zivotné ucenie. Jan Kutlik st. umrel 22. decembra 1890.

Rodinna kronika pisana jeho potomkom Felixom IIl. kon¢i slovami: ,V mojej os-
obnej opatere sa nachadzaju mnohé vzacne relikvie rodinné, znamenité obrazy, listy, knihy
a iné veci, ktoré po mojej smrti dfa mojho Zelania odovzdané maju byt za (¢elom Uschovy
Ciastocne v Matici Slovenskej, Ciastoéne Slovenskému Narodnému Muzeu v Turcianskom
Sv. Martine.”

Matica slovenskéa vo svojom fonde uchovava Dejiny Kutlikovcov uz viac ako celé
StvrtstoroCie.

Zuzana Pavelcova

Apostle of Slavonia - Jan Kutlik Sr.

"Because of Kutlik’s rare family
They are the pearl of Slovak families. "
Felix Kutlik 1l.

This year we will commemorate the 130th anniversary of the death of John II. Kutlik
known mainly as Jan Kutlik Sr. The Kutlikovci family is well known in the Lower Land
(Editor’s note: the Lower Land is south of the Slovak borders through Hungary, Romania,
Serbia, where Slovaks lived) mainly due to many years of nationwide efforts, struggles to
strengthen the national identity of Slovaks and to priestly dedication and teachings over
almost three centuries.

The National Museum of the Matica slovenska has long owned a monograph (editor’s
note: a detailed written study of a specialized subject) on the History of the Kutlikovci, com-
piled by a descendant of the Félix Kutlik [l family. He states it: “My poor father Felix Kutlik
|, a former evangelical pastor of Kulpin, asked that a member of the family continue the
records of the Kutlik family that he had begun to make after his death. | am happy to comply
with his request; out of love for my family, | am willing to deal with the past of my ancestors. "

Perhaps the most important in the Slovak history of the Lower Land was the father and
son of the second and third generation, to whom we dedicate this brief memoair.

Jan Kutlik Sr. was born on May 9, 1806 in Vy$ny Kubin, into a trade family of butcher Jan |
and Katarina- IreSova Ill (originally from Poland). He attended elementary school in Jasenov
for two years, then school in Dolny Kubin for a year, followed by gymnasium (high school) in
Sajo-Gemer, and later moved to Kezmarok to learn German. His teacher was Jan Chalup-
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ka, who, according to written sources, can be
thanked for his student’s national awakening.
Due to the lack of funds for school fees, he
moved to a smaller gymnasium school in Ban-
ska Stiavnica, where he met the Evangelical
pastor and nationalist Jan Seberinyi. In 1826
he transferred to the college in PreSov, where
he completed his priestly education.

He got his first job in Stara Pazova. He
served there as a preacher and teacher for
13 years (1828 - 1841). He worked briefly in
the Banat Sv. Mikulas (1841 - 1843); later he
moved to today's Romania (Mokra pri Arade)
and from there he was called to Pitvaro$
(1844). His work in Pitvaro$ lasted more than
two decades. He served here for many years
and taught only in Slovak, which brought him
considerable complications with the Hungar-
ian population. He tirelessly supported all na-
tional efforts, events, and became involved in
literature and journalism. He was responsible
for the construction of Slovak schools and the Slovak Sunday school in Pitvaro$. He encour-
aged and called on many colleagues to push for national efforts and to get involved in the
national cause. He was a favorite of John Kollar, who called him the "Apostle of Slavonia."
He also kept in touch with Ludovit Stir, who helped him prepare a fundraiser in the Lower
Land to support the Department of the Czech-Slovak Language at the Evangelical Grammar
School in Bratislava.

Under the name of J.K. Sr. we can find his articles in Orlov Tatransky, Narodné noviny,
Obzor, Pohledy, Church letters, Vedomostiach, Vestnik, Hlasnik ...

He independently published Pohrabnik, Funeral Verses, Sunday Sermons, the Altar, the
Historical Chronicle, the Jubilee of the Palatine Joseph, the Religious Reading Book, and
Macrobiotics.

He was a founding member of Matica slovenska and its chairman for the World Cup in
the Lower Land. He donated 12 gold coins to support it. He was responsible for the estab-
lishment and operation of the Slovak gymnasium (high school) in Revica. In Pitvaro$, he
initiated a reading association, he also devoted himself to educating the people, especially
in matters of beekeeping, horticulture and fruit growing. He left Pitvaro$ , known as panslav,
to his son living in Slovensky Banhedé$ who worked as a pastor and teacher and followed
his life teachings. Jan Kutlik Sr. died December 22, 1890.

Family chronicle written by his descendant Felix lll. ends with the words: “In my personal
care there are many rare family relics, excellent paintings, letters, books and other things,
which after my death, according to my wishes, are to be handed over for safekeeping partly
in Matica Slovenska, partly to the Slovak National Museum in Turciansky St. Martin. "

Matica slovenska has kept the History of Kutliks in its treasury for more than a quarter of
a century.

Publish

Slovak Catholic

Federation

2021 "Dobry
Pastier" Good
Shepherd

The Slovak Catholic Federation is accepting articles for its 2021 edition of the "Dobry
Pastier" Good Shepherd.

The Good Shepherd is a collection of literary articles submitted by contributing authors
on all things Slovak, Catholic, faith, cultural and heritage, the arts, and personal essays or
other topics the writer wishes to share with the readers. The Good Shepherd also serves
as the only source for contact information for the Church in Slovakia, and those Slovak
clergy and religious in the United States, as well as Religious congregations and places
of worship. The articles come from authors in the United States, Slovakia and the Slovak
Diaspora from around the world.

Anyone wishing to submit an article for publication can submit their articles to Sister
Barbara Sable, SSCM, Villa Sacred Heart, Danville, PA 17821or barbarasable@hotmail.
com. The Deadline for submitting an article is December 31, 2020. The articles submit-
ted need to be double spaced typed. Assisting Sister Barbara Sable with the editing and
layout of the Good Shepherd is Daniel Tanzone, Editor of the Slovak Catholic Sokol,
"Falcon", and the editorial staff at the Slovak Catholic Sokol.

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.fcsu.com
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Celebrating a Century of Family

Family patriarch, Josef Galetka (1881-1928), Slovak immigrant and early member of Jed-
nota FCSU Branch 484, Coral, PA, was honored recently in a unique way. Grandchildren,
great grandchildren, great-great grandchildren, spouses and friends gathered at his burial
site at St. Francis Cemetery for the culmination of a year-long headstone restoration effort
on the one hundred eighteenth wedding anniversary of Josef and his wife Agnes (Monka).

The original headstone, made of unpolished marble, became weathered and cracked
with age. To preserve the historical value, the family entrusted Shoemaker's Monuments,
Blairsville, PA, to repair, clean, and refurbish the headstone.

To celebrate the completion of the project, the family came together for a Rededication
Service. The para liturgy included an opening prayer, scripture reading, responsorial psaim,
prayer petitions, a musical interlude performed by a guest vocalist and guitarist, and a final
blessing. Group singing of "Amazing Grace" and placement of pink carnations symbolizing
gratitude and eternal remembrance of the
deceased concluded the service.

Afterwards the group enjoyed lunch to-
gether in Indiana, PA, and attended evening
Mass at St. Louis Church, Lucernmines, PA.

Mark Geletka, grandson of Josef, said,
"Beyond the satisfaction of restoring a family
headstone, | was overwhelmed by the sense
of family unity that this effort promoted. | not
only enjoyed our ceremony but the whole day
we spent together."

Elizabeth (Kort) Von Bargen, great grand-
daughter, reflected that she was proud to be
a part of the gathering and also proud to be
able to share the event with her husband and
young son. For her, the special day strength-
ened the bond between ancestors and cous-
ins.

Theresa (Kort) Moran, great granddaugh-
ter, remarked, "It was a beautiful event and |

Attention Branch 743 Members:
2020 Scholarship Program

Branch 743 of Sterling Heights, MI, is pleased to announce that it is providing funds for
the 2020 Branch 743 Scholarship program. Any member of Branch 743 who qualifies for a
FCSU scholarship will be eligible to receive $250.00, on a one-time basis, from the Branch.
You must be a member of Branch 743; have had a policy for at least 4 years; current in
premiums; a high school senior and attend an approved educational institution. If you are
awarded a FCSU Scholarship you must attend the Branch annual meeting to be held at St.
Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church in Sterling Heights, Ml on Sunday December 13, 2020 at
1 PM. If a candidate fails to appear at the December 13, 2020, annual meeting they shall
not be eligible for the $250.00.

feel blessed to have been given the opportunity to embrace my Slovak heritage with family
members | haven't seen in years."

Joseph Geletka, grandson, writes, "When we were first informed about how badly Grand-
pa's headstone had become deteriorated, | was so impressed by the immediate willingness
of all the cousins to participate in its restoration. Restoring the headstone became a way for
us to show our gratitude to him and Grandma for the sacrifices they made so that we could
have a better life. None of us ever knew or met him. And yet, he and Grandma had fourteen
children and twenty-four grandchildren.

Their sons fought in WWII and then their grandchildren served in the military all down
through the years. The grandchildren excelled in the fields of science, medicine, business,
engineering, aviation, and education. It's a common story repeated everywhere all over this
country - the tremendous contributions made by immigrant families to our nation. And this
re-dedication was our way of saying thanks."

Anyone interested in obtaining information on how this family project was planned or to
obtain a copy of the rededication service can contact Joseph Geletka at geletka1950@
gmail.com.

- Submitted by Joan (Galetka) Kort, Branch 484

/ A

Save the Date!
Slovak CU Br. 200’s
125t Anniversary

Entertainment in the
Social Club & line-up

e Thursday, October 1s*
Solo guitarist, Greg Iskat

e Friday, October 2nd
Band, Dreamcaichers

e Light foods/snacks will be
provided and drink specials.

e Main Event: Saturday October
1st

1pm Mass at Christ Prince of
Peace by Bishop Mileski and
Father Nasta.

2:15 Meet & Greet @ Branch’s
Banquet Hall.

Approx. 3:15 dinner followed
by guest speakers concluding
with Murphy’s Big Band.

More Info to Follow!
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- News From Slovakia

Slovensko zjednodusuje cestovné
obmedzenia pre osem krajin

Bratislava, 26. maja (TASR) - Ludia s trvalym alebo prechodnym pobytom na Slovensku
budu mdct cestovat do Madarska, Polska, Ceskej republiky, Rakuska, Slovinska, Chorvats-
ka, Nemecka a Svajciarska na 48 hodin bez toho, aby bolo potrebné preukazat negativny
preukaz COVID- 19 testov a bez uvedenia do dvojtyzdiiovej povinnej karantény po navrate
od tohto datumu, podfa slovenského Uradu verejného zdravotnictva.

Medzitym budu mat' [udia s trvalym alebo prechodnym pobytom v Ceskej republike a
Madarsku moznost prist na Slovensko z Ceskej republiky alebo z Madarska na 48 hodin
za rovnakych podmienok.

Clen osobitného pluku osobitnej skupiny Ozbrojenych sil SR, ktory vykonava
hraniéné kontroly spolu s policajtom. (Foto: TASR) A member of the Slovak Armed
Forces' Special Task Force Regiment carrying out border checks along with a police
officer. (Photo by TASR)

Slovakia Eases Travel Restrictions
for Eight Countries

Bratislava, May 26 (TASR) — People with permanent or temporary residence in Slovakia
will be allowed to travel to Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic, Austria, Slovenia, Croatia,
Germany and Switzerland for 48 hours without the necessity of showing proof of negative
COVID-19 results and without being placed in a two-week compulsory quarantine upon
return as of Wednesday, announced Slovakia’s Public Health Authority on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, people with permanent or temporary residence in the Czech Republic and
Hungary will be able to come to Slovakia from the Czech Republic or from Hungary also for
48 hours under the same conditions.

Slovensko odosle konvoj s
Humanitdrnou pomocou Ukrajine

Bratislava, 22. maja (TASR) - Slovensko vyslalo konvoj s materialnou humanitarnou po-
mocou pre obyvatelstvo Ukrajiny na pomoc v boji proti Sireniu COVID-19, so $tatnym tajom-
nikom ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci Ingridou Brockovou, $tatnym tajomnikom ministerstva
vnutra Luka Kyselicu a ukrajinskym velvyslancom na adresu Slovensko Jurij Mushka za
ucasti, TASR sa toho istého diia poucil z tlaCového oddelenia ministerstva zahraniénych
Veci.

,Ukrajina je naSim kluovym partnerom a susedom, takze rozhodnutie poskytnat po-
moc bolo Uplne prirodzené. NajpriamejSou moznostou podpory je odovzdanie materialov
potrebnych v prvej linii boja proti pandémii. Zarover je to vyrazny prejav solidarity a jasny
signal, ze Slovensko je pripravené pomdct svojim partnerom a susedom v tazkych ¢asoch,
‘uviedla Brockova.

Podla ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci Ukrajina poziadala o humanitarnu pomoc prostred-
nictvom oficialneho listu ukrajinského ministra zahrani¢nych veci Dmytra Kulebu jeho slov-
enskému kolegovi lvanovi Kor¢okovi (nominant za slobodu a solidaritu / SaS). Poskytnuty
material obsahuje 200 000 chirurgickych masiek, 200 litrov dezinfekéného koncentratu, 450
prenosnych stolov a 480 prikryvok.

,V sUlade s poZiadavkou ukrajinskej strany sa materialy prevezu do mesta ZaporoZie a

Fotky od uzivatefa TASR Stock photo by TASR

spolu s materidlmi priamo urenymi na podporu lekarskych aktivit sivisiacich s novym ko-
ronavirusom Slovensko vysiela na Ukrajinu tri sanitky,” uviedla tlaové sprava ministerstva.

Podla Kyselice bude mozné hovorit o uspechu, ak sanitky pomozu zachranit' aspon
jeden fudsky Zivot. Velvyslanec Muska opét podakoval Slovensku za poskytnutie humani-
tarnej pomoci v kratkom Case po Ziadosti Ukrajiny a je presvedéeny, Ze tato pomoc nebude
posledna.

Podla ministerstva je hodnota materialnej humanitarnej pomoci vo finanénom vyjadreni
186 000 EUR.

Slovakia Sends Convoy with
Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine

Bratislava, May 22 (TASR) - Slovakia sent a convoy with material humanitarian aid for the
population of Ukraine to help combat the spread of COVID-19, with Foreign Affairs Ministry
State Secretary Ingrid Brockova, Interior Ministry State Secretary Lukas Kyselica and Ukrai-
nian Ambassador to Slovakia Yuriy Mushka in attendance, TASR learnt from the Foreign
Ministry’s press department on the same day.

“Ukraine is our key partner and neighbor, so the decision to provide assistance was com-
pletely natural. Handing over the materials needed in the front line of the fight against the
pandemic is the most direct option for support. At the same time it's a strong expression of
solidarity and a clear signal that Slovakia is ready to help its partners and neighbors in dif-
ficult times,” said Brockova.

According to the Foreign Affairs Ministry, Ukraine requested humanitarian aid via an official
letter from Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba to his Slovak counterpart Ivan
Korcok (a Freedom and Solidarity/SaS nominee). The materials provided include 200,000
surgical masks, 200 liters of disinfection concentrate, 450 portable tables and 480 blankets.

“In line with the request of the Ukrainian side, the materials will be transported to the city
of Zaporizhia, and along with materials directly intended to support medical activities related
to novel coronavirus, Slovakia is sending three ambulances to Ukraine,” stated the ministry’s
press department.

According to Kyselica, it will be possible to talk about a success if the ambulances help
save at least one human life. Ambassador Mushka again thanked Slovakia for supplying the
humanitarian aid in such a short time after Ukraine’s request, and he believes that this aid
won't be the last.

According to the ministry, the value of the material humanitarian aid in financial terms is
€186,000.

Zadiatok fazy Styroch zdvihacich

antivirusovych opatreni

Bratislava, 18. méja (TASR) - Stvrta faza zrusenia antikoronavirusovych opatreni na Slov-
ensku sa zaCne v stredu 20. méja, uviedol v pondelok predseda viady Igor Matovi¢ (OLaNO).

To znamena, Ze napriklad divadla a kina sa budi moct znovu otvorit, avSak pod pod-
mienkou, ze obmedzia poCet ndvstevnikov na 100. Posledna faza sa tyka aj nakupnych
centier (okrem krytych detskych ihrisk), krytého pléavania bazény, vonkajsie Sportové zariad-
enia, Sportové zariadenia pre Sportové kluby a reStauracie, v ktorych sa podava jedlo kryté.

Podla Matovita je zdvihacie opatrenie v takomto objeme odvazne, ale zarovei zastava
nazor, Ze zodpovednost verejnosti vykazuje dobré vysledky. Jednotlivé predajne, poskyto-
vatelia sluzieb a centra budu povinné dodrziavat prisne hygienické opatrenia.

Pokial ide o obchody, prisluSné organy zvazuju zmiernenie pravidla prenajimania len pre

continued on page 9
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—News From Slovakin—

jednu osobu na 25 metrov Stvorcovych az 15 metrov Stvorcovych.

Napriek tomu, Ze Stvrta faza sa zacne v stredu, obchody zostanl v nedelu zatvorené.
Platia aj Specialne nakupné hodiny pre starSich fudi.

Vnutorné priestory turistickych pamiatok sa budi moct v stredu opéat’ otvorit, s vynimkou
zoologickych zahrad a botanickych zahrad.

Matovi€ zaroven poznamenal, ze neoCakava, Ze sa tento rok uskutocnia ackcie na viac
ako 1 000 fudi.

i

Predseda vlady Igor Matovic (foto TASR) Prime Minister Igor Matovic (photo by TASR)

Phase Four of Lifting Anti-virus
Measures To Begin

Bratislava, May 18 (TASR) — The fourth phase of lifting anti-coronavirus measures in
Slovakia will start on Wednesday, May 20, Prime Minister Igor Matovic (OLaNO) stated on
Monday.

This means that, for example, theaters and cinemas will be allowed to re-open, however,
under the condition that they will limit the number of visitors to 100. The last phase also
concerns shopping centers (except for indoor playgrounds), indoor swimming pools, outdoor
sports facilities, sports facilities for sport clubs and restaurants serving food indoor.

According to Matovic, lifting measures in such volume is bold but he’s also of the opinion
that the responsibility of the public has been showing good results. Individual outlets, service
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providers and centers will be obliged to observe strict hygienic measures.

When it comes to shops, the competent authorities are considering alleviating the rule of
only letting in one person per 25 square meters to 15 square meters.

Despite the fact that the fourth phase will begin on Wednesday, shops will remain closed
on Sundays. The special shopping hours for the elderly are also staying in effect.

Indoor premises of tourist landmarks will be also allowed to re-open on Wednesday, with
the exception of zoos and botanical gardens.

At the same time, Matovic noted that he doesn't expect events attended by more than
1,000 people to take place this year.

Learn to Play Fujara from the

Comfort of Your Home
e

i

. This year was to be the 10th year of the popular Fujara and Kon-
covka course | lead at the musical summer camp the Common Ground
on the Hill in Maryland.
- But due to the extraordinary circumstances we all face, the 2020
class will be available online, using the Zoom app which is available
for download free of charge on your device of choice (desktop, laptop,
tablet , or smart phone) .

This is opens up a unique opportunity for those of you who were
interested in playing fujara but in the past postponed registering be-
cause of distance, work, vacation plans, or the overall expenses of
travel, room & board.

Covid 19 changed all that, and THIS YEAR ONLY you can take the
course from safety of your home, the comfort of your favorite chair,
and on top of all the other savings, enjoying a reduced tuition courtesy of the music summer camp
organizers Common Ground on the Hill.

Class Day & Time

The fujara / koncovka class will run from Monday 7-13 to Friday 7-17, from 1 pm to 2:30 pm
Eastern time. No previous musical experience or knowledge is necessary. Students start playing
their instruments on the first day of class.

Do you like to sing? You might be interested in another class with me, on the same days, 3 hours
later, starting at 4 pm Eastern time.

To have enough time for individual attention to everybody, I'd like to cap number of students at
10 max, so please don't delay in registering, as the course might fill in quickly. Once you are regis-
tered, | will email you my class material before start of the course.

Of course, please let me know, if you have more questions or concerns.

I look forward to hearing from you, and playing or singing music together.

- Submitted by Bob Rychlik
fujara@gmail.com
cell: 301 452 1710

,
-

Registration or Additional Information

For more information about the class Fujara and Koncovka overtone flutes, go to:
https://www.commongroundonthehill.org/wind_wk3.html

For more information on the class Favorite Folk Songs of Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia:
https://www.commongroundonthehill.org/sing_wk3.html

To register for these or any other classes, go to:
https://www.commongroundonthehill.org/tw_reg.html

For more information on the Common Ground on the Hill, go to:

https://www.commongroundonthehill.org/traditions-weeks-home.html

* Date: Saturday, August 1, 2020

* Game Starts at 7:05 p.m.
* Fireworks immediately following game

e Cost: $47.00/ticket

* Tickets are limited so buy your tickets today!!

* RSVP to: Bradley Matta

* Or Venmo payment to @Brad-Alan-4

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR PITTSBURGH DISTRICT
ANNUALPITTSBURGH PIRATES BASEBALL / FIREWORK NIGHT
AT PNC PARK

* Tailgate to begin at 5:00 p.m. at Red Lot 6 (hosted by Branch 38)

* Seats all together in Sections 28 and 29 (along third base line — best view for fireworks)

* Send check to Bradley Matta, 1811 Jane Street, Pittsburgh Pa. 15203

* Call or email with any questions: bmatta4l@gmail.com / 412-378-7988

the tailgate!

* Tickets will be mailed out prior to game or can be picked up at tailgate.

* Special free raffle being planned for individuals that attend
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Global Slovakia Offering Webinars

Michael J. Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D.
The University of Maryland Global Campus

If you are serious about learning more about Slovakia, Global Slovakia is leading an at-
tempt to inform the world about this small but important country. In addition to publishing
books and facilitating lectures, Global Slovakia has started offering some engaging online
webinars, which feature special guests, including history makers and experts in the field of
Slovak studies.

The May 31, 2020 Webinar

The most recent webinar, “The Power of Prayer,” discussed the communist attack on
organized religion after 1948 and the evolution of the Secret Church in Slovakia. It fea-
tured commentary from FrantiSek Miklosko, the former dissident and member of the Secret
Church, who went on to became a Velvet Revolution leader. Miklosko was the Speaker of
the Slovak National Council (Slovakia’s parliament) from 1990 to 1992, and served in the
parliament (Slovak National Council) longer than anyone after 1989. He was also a candi-
date for presidential election in 2004, 2009 and 2019.

Before Miklosko's discussion, Zuzana Palovic Gabriela Bereghazyova presented an over-
view of the communists’ position towards religion after 1948. Soon after seizing power, they
abolished freedom of religion. Christians suffered more persecution in Czechoslovakia than
in any other country in the Soviet Bloc, even more than in the USSR itself.

Why did the Communist Party fear the Church so much? The Catholic Church in par-
ticular held extensive influence in Slovakia which reached remote parts of the countryside,
and Communists opposed the impact which the clergy exerted among ordinary people. The
Church also possessed an organized bureaucratic structure and maintained connections
with the Pope and the Vatican, which opposed communist regimes. The Party aimed to
crush those ties and control a Church it viewed as too big and powerful; it would tolerate no
alternative center of power in the country.

Even though not in the presentation, | might add that the Communists also sought to dis-
credit the Church by associating it with the wartime regime led by Monsignor Jozef Tiso. In
an effort to preserve Slovak self-rule and avoid a Hungarian occupation, Tiso had concluded
a Treaty of Protection with Nazi Germany in 1939. The Slovak government made the Com-
munist and Social Democratic parties illegal, further arousing the ire of the left. Agreeing
to allow the deportation of the Jewish population of Slovakia further discredited the Slovak
regime in their eyes, and the Communists played some role in the 1944 Slovak National
Uprising. After the war, the Communists lost a free election in Slovakia, even though they
had triumphed in the Czech lands. They spearheaded the trial and execution of Tiso, even
though many Slovaks opposed the death sentence. By identifying the Church with the Tiso
regime and labeling it as a supporter of fascism, the Communists saved their ammunition to
muffle the Church until after they seized total control.

Once ensconced in power, the Communists employed “tactical and psychological opera-
tions to diminish influence of the Church.” Starting in 1950, they closed all male monastic or-
ders and seized their properties; then it turned to neutralize nunneries. The police incarcer-
ated 2,300 monks, accusing them of anti-state activity. With just a few hours notice, many
priests and nuns were forcibly relocated to the Czech lands, where they had no connections
or supporters; there they performed hard labor, even working in dangerous uranium mines.
The regime also dissolved the Greek Catholic Church and imprisoned bishops who refused
to comply. These Eastern rite Catholics were compelled to join the Orthodox Church, be-
cause it had closer ties to Russia.

Once they had completed these confiscations and deportations, more subtle forms of
administrative terror occurred. While never officially banning religion, so as not to alien-
ate too many workers and farmers, the Communists enforced disincentives to discourage
people from attending Mass, ceremonies and rituals. No new churches were built nor were
old ones renovated.

If one held any important position, there could be no church sacraments baptism or mar-
riage. Believers resorted to secretly attending services in another town to avoid detection
by communist agents. Those who refused to comply could lose a good position, a job, or
even be forced to perform manual labor, despite higher qualifications. Attending church
could even affect future of their children, and this was among the most compelling reasons
to practice one’s faith secretly.

I might add that a relative blamed me because his son did not gain entrance into college,
since | had visited with the family a number of times when | lived in Slovakia in 1982-83.
Whether this was the only reason remains a mystery, but it shows the fear people had of
associating or even writing to someone from the free world.

Conditions for the Church did improve somewhat in the 1960s, and more religious free-
doms returned during the time of DubCek’s reforms. Some clergy were released from exile
and the Church strengthened very quickly. But the August 1968 Warsaw Pact invasion soon
doused these freedoms and Communists reasserted tight control of Church activities. But it
was never as fiercely anti-religious as during the 1950s.

The government’s grip of control gradually eased. The 1978 election of Pope John Paul
[l encouraged Catholics not only in Poland, but also in Czechoslovakia and elsewhere. The
Pope’s message of hope and “Be not afraid” rang home with believers.

During the whole totalitarian era, the Secret Church played a vital role in maintaining the
faith and spreading the Gospel. While a somewhat tolerated Church constrained by official
actions remained externally, the Secret Church conducted independent activities without the
scrutiny of the authorities. It ordained priests, who kept their office confidential. When dis-
covered, priests like Jan Chryzostom Korec suffered persecution for being secretly conse-
crated as a bishop in 1951. He spent 1960-68 in prison, and afterwards worked as a street

FrantiSek Miklosko.
Photo:TASR

cleaner, an elevator repairman,
and a factory worker. The com-
munists even tried to kill him sev-
eral times by poisoning or staging
an auto accident, but he survived.
His strength in dealing with such
adversity made him the face of the
Secret Church, stated Miklosko.
He became a symbol of defending
the Church, a symbol of resistance. It was “a true miracle that he survived.” After 1989, the
Vatican would elevate him to position of Cardinal.

The Secret Church continued to carry out religious activities and supported the religious
community. It cooperated somewhat with Polish clergy. They both often compared their
plight to the suffering of Jesus and the persecutions of the early Christians. In effect, com-
munist suppression only strengthened their beliefs.

MikloSko elaborated on how the Secret Church operated in such a repressive environ-
ment. He went so far as to state that the success of the Secret Church was owed to “God’s
hand protecting the Church.”

Although the Secret Church could not be everywhere, especially in remote villages, people
knew of its existence and it was an inspiring moral support to believers. Keeping contact in
a time when there was no internet, censored phone calls, and widespread informers meant
special care had to be taken. All members worked regular jobs, and they developed close
relationships with those around them and learned whom they could trust.

Since the regime would not permit the publication of religious literature, the Secret Church
published samizdat books on the faith illegally under the name “Fatima.” Almost all people
obtained a Bible, a catechism, and other literature despite the censorship. It also kept the
world informed about the conditions in the country, and even the Pope had a close contact
in Slovakia. German organizations helped the Church financially, and Dutch sympathizers
smuggled materials into the country to assist in publishing.

The Slovak Institute in Rome also played a major role in helping the Secret Church by
disseminating religious materials. ~ The Slovak Jesuits in Ontario and the Slovak World
Congress also offered support, but to a lesser degree because of the distance from Canada.

In conclusion, Miklodko said that members of the Secret Church were not superstars, but
ordinary people who practiced and prayed to keep their faith. He said that the police never
infiltrated their organization because the members dealt with people they knew and trusted,
based on personal relationships. When new members joined, they were people they knew
well. Despite total control, many secret nuns and priests worked regular jobs but went on
serving the faithful. And when student members graduated, they continued the work across
other areas of Slovakia.

The actions of the Secret Church culminated when Gorbachev was enacting reforms in
the Soviet Union. The Secret Church organized a public protest for the first time during the
March 25, 1988 Candle Demonstration in Bratislava on Good Friday. Over 10,000 non-
violent gathered, including many youth, to pray, chant, and appeal for religious freedom
and civil rights despite a hard rain. The communist regime had not expected so many
participants and panicked. It reacted brutally, suppressing the faithful with water cannons,
vicious dogs, and imprisonment. The government refused to allow any media coverage of
the event. Instead, officials threatened students’ academic future and could even prevent
them from graduating. It hoped that the movement would fade away with oppression, but
that did not happen. Thus the Secret Church played a pivotal role in paving the way for the

continued on page 11
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Jednota Crossword

As we continue to navigate these
uncertain times, the First Catholic
Slovak Union remains commit-
ted to our membership. We are
updating our website regularly to
keep you informed - including any
changes to the current branch and
district announcements printed in
Jednota. Please regularly visit our
website at www.fcsu.com

[MPORTANT NOTICE

Get FCSU In Your Inbox — Never
More Important than Now

Today when we are all facing rapidly changing challenges, it's more important than ever to
stay up-to-date with information from the First Catholic Slovak Union. Provide/update your
email address at the link below — and receive the FCSU latest info right in your inbox. It's
free, easy and safe. We'll never share your email address! Please go to: https://www.fcsu.

com/contact/

Global Slovakia Oftering Webinars

Continued from page 11
1989 Revolution that overthrew communism.

Conclusion

We are grateful to Global Slovakia for sponsoring such an enlightening webinar. The or-
ganization welcomes any suggestions for future webinars and workshops and looks forward

to future sessions online.

As a not-for-profit organization, it also depends on donations. The FCSU has deemed it
a worthy cause and has generously supported its efforts, so you might consider assisting in
this venture. To find out more about Global Slovakia, visit its website: https://globalslovakia.

com . It also has a Facebook site.

If you would like to help this worthwhile non-profit achieve its goals, one can donate, at-
tend its webinar sessions, or purchase its publications. It recently created a unique 40-page
booklet that explores what freedom is and how we can protect it. The Global Pandemic: a
New Iron Curtain extracts the timely lessons of the past and applies them to the world we
live in today. If you purchase the booklet, you also gain free access to its next live webinar

that will take place in June 2020.

JEDNOTA Publication Schedule for 2020

Issue Date

July 8
August 12
sept 9
October 14
November 11
December 9

Deadline to
Receive Iniormation

June 29
August 3
August 31
October 5
November 2
November 30
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Across

1

5

8
12
14
16
17
18
19
20
21
23
24
26
28
31
33
34
35
37
40
41
42
43
46
48
49
51
52
53
56
58
59
61
65
67
68
69
70

Squabble
Invoice amount
Pennant

Fable writer
Falls behind
Ready for picking
Cousin of a loon
Fair-sized garden
Fairy tale villain
Collar inserts
Like some lingerie
Part of H.R.H.
Tease

Railroad support
Mentor

It’s a wrap

Slight

In awe

Chums

Brusque

Eskimo knife
DiCaprio, to fans
Elderly

Type of mob
Summoned
Offshoot
Twosome
Barbell abbr.
Chip in

Scorched
Western Indians
Irritation

Rich tapestry
Indian state
Black, to poets
Shed

Medicinal plant
Adjoin

Monroe flick,
Like It Hot

71 “Silas Marner” 39 Head start
author 44 Mongrel

72 Don’t believe it 45 Mother of Ares

73 Average 47 Extreme suffix

74 Healthful retreats 48 Sword knots

50 Conditions

Down 53 Coffee extra
54 Spouse,
1 D(OOPS affectionately
2 Flippant 55 Slump
3 Between ports 57 Facilitate
4 Drinking mug 60 Diva Gluck
5 Photo equipment, 62 Salon sound
once

Api 63 Small buffalo
piece

6 .

7 Everglades bird 64 Gym equipment
66 Utmost degree

8 Toand

9 Ecru

10 Spring month

11 Honkers

13 Canctn coin

15 Mediums

22 It’s overhead

25 Kind of story

27 Seek damages

28 Celt

29 Hideous

30 Traffic circle

32 Perfect

36 Farmer

38 Open, as an
envelope

See Solution on Page 21
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For the safety of our members during the current COVID-19
pandemic & in keeping with national and local guidelines
pertaining to gatherings during the coronavirus, these
National Fraternal Events have been cancelled.
Look for updates in upcoming issues of Jednota.

Wlaﬁ;ng Memories at First Catholic Slovak Union
Wiegand Lake Park
SR y -
tﬂm&' P ,| ¥ Estate Planning Booklet

Sunday,
June 28, 2020 *

Wiegand Lake Park
9346 Kinsman Rd
Novelty, OH 44072

Your Personal Record Keeper

FREE

Estate Planning Booklet from the
First Catholic Slovak Union

As National President Andrew M. Rajec and
Executive Secretary Kenneth A. Arendt state in
the beginning of the Estate Planning Booklet from

i

Come Joi aturday, . : .
m = - August 5, 2020° the First Catholic Slovak Union (FCSU) - the
i Frogbridge very foundations of our Society have been built
- al % = ?_Yel[ofw Meeung_House Road
Wik Towmmtlp, K 06510 on values that honor and protect our loved ones.

The FCSU portfolio of insurance and annuity
products itself, they point out, is designed with
the financial protection of loved ones in mind, as
well.

Now, as a member of the FCSU, you can receive
a valuable tool for free that allows you to help
your loved ones once again. Inside the pages of
this personal record keeper are easy ways to record
and centralize all the pertinent information for
processing your estate — from personal, medical
and financial information to life insurance policies,
real estate holdings and other assets to final wishes
for your family.

To request your free copy of the First
Catholic ~ Slovak  Union  Estate  Planning
Booklet, please «call at 1-800-JEDNOTA
(533-6682).
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From the desk
of the Executive Secretary
Kenneth A. Arendt

THE FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
IS NOW ACCEPTING 2020 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

Ninety (90) ONE-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS will be awarded to the winners.

85 scholarships in the amount of $1000.00.

A “Philip Hrobak Scholarship” and “Stephanie Husek Scholarship” in the amount of $1,250.00
each will be awarded to the highest ranking male and female applicants respectively.

Three Scholarships of $1000.00 each will be given from the “John A. Sabol Nursing Scholarship
Fund” to applicants who have been accepted into either an approved three or four year hospital
nursing program or a fully-accredited college of their choice.

In addition, upon proof of college graduation and completed insurance application,
each recipient will be issued a paid up $3,000 Single Premium Life Insurance Policy.
For rules, requirements and applications go to
www.fcsu.com/membership-benefits/scholarships
or call the Home Office at 800.533.6682

Applications must be postmarked by midnight,
June 30, 2020
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BRANCH 1 -
LAKEWOOD, OHIO
Due to the Coronavirus epidemic and the cur-
rent state-wide stay-in-place order, the meeting
scheduled for April 26, 2020 at Burntwood Tav-
ernin Rocky River, OH, has been cancelled. Fu-
ture meetings are anticipated and will be printed
in upcoming issues of Jednota and posted on
the FCSU website (www.fcsu.com) as soon as
details are available.
Marie Golias, Secretary

BRANCH 2 -
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
Branch 2 will be holding our Annual meeting
on November 10th 2020 at 7PM at Eat n Park on
Ohio River Blvd in Bellevue PA. We will be dis-
cussing upcoming events and we will also have
election of officers. Please RSVP to Joanne at
412-715-5577.
Joanne Lako, Secretary

BRANCH 7 -
HOUTZDALE, PENNSYLVANIA
The Sacred Heart of Jesus Society Branch
has cancelled its meeting on Sunday, April 19,
2020 at 9:00 A. M. at Holy Trinity Church 52 Par-
ish Street, Ramey, PA. Due to the coronavirus
epidemic, we are not permitted to use the church
at this time. We will try to have our next meet-
ing in August. Details will follow in an upcoming
Jednota or on the FCSU website www.fcsu.com.
Joseph C. Cervenak, President

BRANCH 19 -
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT

The St. Joseph Society, Branch 19, will hold
a (virtual) Zoom meeting on Sunday, June 28,
2020 at 10:00AM. At this meeting, we will rec-
ognize the recipients of the Margaret Evancho
award. Gift cards will be sent by mail to the fol-
lowing;

Jenna L. Cichowski
Lia N. Mercure
Maxwell M. Novak
Hector M. Santiago Jr.

Elizabeth Zahor

This award was established in recognition of
the many years Margaret Evancho dedicated to
the youth of Branch 19.

We cordially invite interested members to
contact me at csteacher3@gmail.com to obtain
a link for the meeting. We look forward to recon-
necting with our members.

Deborah M. Nelson, Secretary

BRANCH 24 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Due to the coronavirus epidemic and current
government guidelines and mandates, the meet-
ing scheduled for August 2, 2020, in the Activity
Center of St. Joseph Byzantine Catholic Church
in Brecksville, OH, has been cancelled. A meet-
ing in the fall is anticipated. Look for details in
an upcoming issue of Jednota and also under
Branch 24 announcements on the FCSU web-
site.

Robert Kopco, President

BRANCH 38 -
WHITE OAK, PENNSYLVANIA

Holy Trinity Society, Branch 38 will hold its
semi-annual meeting on Wednesday, June 17,
2020 at 6:00 pm at Red Robin: 175 E Waterfront
Drive, Homestead, PA 15120. The agenda will
include officers’ reports and discussion on 2020
fraternal social activities. All Branch 38 members
are urged to attend. Any change for this meet-
ing, pending additional Covid-19 information, will
be posted in the Jednota newspaper and on the
FCSU website www.fcsu.com as soon as pos-
sible. Also, please refer any meeting questions
to Logan Haselhoff, Branch President, by calling
412-956-9411 or emailing LLHASELHOFF@
gmail.com.

If anyone is interested in FCSU Annuities or
Life Insurance, please call Florence Matta at
412-466-7460.

Logan Haselhoff, President of Branch 38
Florence Matta, Secretary/
Treasurer of Branch 38
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRANCH 60 -
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic the semi-
annual meeting scheduled for Sunday, May 17,
2020, has been cancelled. We hope to resched-
ule the meeting at a later date. Please check
upcoming issues of the Jednota paper for de-
tails. We pray for the health and safety of all
our members.
Julie Perla, Branch Secretary

BRANCH 153 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
The St. Stephen Branch 153 meeting sched-
uled for Saturday, June 20, is cancelled. No new
date has been set. Please watch the paper for a
new announcement.
Dorothy Jurcenko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 162 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Wendelin Society, Branch 162, will
hold its quarterly meeting on Sunday, August 23,
2020, at 9:00AM at the Dairy Queen Restaurant,
Uniontown, PA, 15401.

Officers’ reports will be given and upcoming
branch activities will be discussed. Regional
Director James Marmol will advise us of devel-
opments from the Home Office. All members
and guests of Branch 162 are cordially invited
to attend the breakfast meeting.  Call Dolores
Marmol at 724-437-4983 by August 17th for res-
ervations or if you have any questions or for any
policies or address changes.

Dolores Marmol, Secretary

BRANCH 166 -

BINGHAMTON, CAPITAL AREA, PEEKSKILL,
POUGHKEEPSIE, AND SYRACUSE, NEW
YORK

Due to the coronavirus epidemic and con-
tinuing government and local guidelines and
restrictions, the St. Joseph the Guardian Soci-
ety, Branch 166, is rescheduling its Semi-Annual
Meeting and Dinner from Sunday, June 28,
2020, to Sunday, September 27, 2020. Our An-
nual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Oct 18,
2020.

Both meetings will at 2:15PM, at Buffet Star,

4089 Old Vestal Road, Vestal, N. On the
agenda will be District information and a discus-
sion of Branch business. Please bring questions
about life insurance or annuities to the meeting.
All members are encouraged to attend.

Please call Arlo Meeker at 607-775-4896 to
make reservations if you plan to attend. Also
check upcoming issues of Jednota and the
FCSU website for any updates .

Arlo Meeker, President

BRANCH 181 -
UNITED, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. John the Baptist Society Branch 181
Annual Family Picnic which was to be held Sun-
day, June 28, 2020, is cancelled due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The health and safety of our
members and guests is our greatest concern.
We look forward to holding the picnic in 2021.

A combined meeting with Branch 181 and
District 3 - The George Onda District members is
planned for Saturday, August 8, 2020 after 5PM
Mass in the St. Florian's Social Hall. Members
planning to attend must RSVP by July 31 since
attendance will be limited to 25. Please call Vicki
Hricik at 724-547-0803 or Darlene Patty at 724-
493-8712 to reserve your place.

Any change for the meeting, including COV-
ID-19 information, will be printed in an upcoming
Jednota issue and posted at www.fcsu.com as
soon as possible.

Vicki Hricik, Secretary

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 200 is still planning the 125th Anni-
versary event at this time [Editor’s note: please
see page 7 of this issue for details]. We will re-
schedule our dates should continuing COVID-19
restrictions affect our October 1st -3rd schedule
should that be necessary.

Due to the virus, we cancelled our April and
May branch meetings. Any member that may
want to attend future meetings that may be held
in June or July, please send me your phone num-

ber or email address, so | can notify you due to
the deadline and printed JEDNOTA dates. Our
next regular meeting scheduled is August 6th
7:00pm at the Slovak CU, 910 6th Avenue, Ford
City, PA 16226 either in the Bowling Alley or So-
cial Hall.

The Officers and Board of Directors wish you
all good health and safety at this unprecedented
time in our lives.

Fraternally,

Vicki Schaub, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 200 Members: Your District,
District 11, is planning a meeting on Sunday
June 28, 2020, at 2 pm. The meeting will be held
at the Slovak C U Club @ 910 6th Avenue Ford
City, PA, 16226. The meeting will be held in the
large event room on the second floor which will
allow for social distancing; please be sure to also
bring your mask. There is a back entrance with
a ramp that is handicapped accessible. We will
be discussing events for the rest of the year. The
District prays for all members’ safety and health.
Please try to attend, all safety measures and
CDC guidelines will be followed.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen Greggs, District Secretary

BRANCH 213 -
NORTH VERSAILLES, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Michael the Archangel, Branch 213, will
hold its semi-annual meeting on Sunday, June
14,2020. The meeting will take place at 1:00 pm
at 306 Barclay Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA.

Branch 213 invites all members to attend.
The agenda will include current business of the
Branch, and discussion of upcoming Branch and
District events and activities.

Respectfully,

Joe Belechak, Secretary

BRANCH 228 -
LORAIN, OHIO

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the Statewide Stay-
At-Home order to help prevent the spread of
Covid-19 in Ohio, the St. John the Baptist/Holy
Trinity Lodge, Branch 228 did not hold its March
meeting and will suspend our regular meetings
until AFTER the statewide stay-at-home order is
lited and the American Slovak Club is available
to us. Notice of our next meeting will appear in
Jednota.

Our meetings normally begin at 7 P.M. at the
American Slovak Club on 30th and Broadway in
Lorain on the 3rd Monday of each month except
for the months of January, February, July and Au-
gust when no meetings are held. Delicious food
is served by Theresa Arendt at the last meeting
of each calendar quarter. The branch will hold
its annual election of officers and bylaw review
during each December meeting. At this time,
the exact date for this year's election meeting is
December 21, 2020. We will also elect two (2)
representatives to serve on the American Slovak
Club Board of Directors during this meeting.

May we all pray to our Dear Lord God to bless
the world with a cure for the pandemic virus and
bless all those in the healthcare field and all
support services that keep the world population
supplied with their needs. Please pray that God
blesses them all with good spiritual, mental and
physical health to provide their services to our
sick ones and their special support to the families
of those who have contracted the virus. May God
bless and comfort all those who have contracted
the virus with His Love and Peace. May they re-
turn to good health to love and serve our Lord
God.

Thomas B. Zuffa, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 254-
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Wenceslaus Society will hold an interim
meeting on Sunday, July 12, at 11:30am at Pane-
ra's Restaurant located in the Mt. Lebanon Gal-
leria at the corner of Washington and Gilkeson
Roads. Lunch will be provided. For reservations,
contact Joe Senko at 412-956-6000.

Joseph Senko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 276 —
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

MEETING CANCELLED. The Branch 276
meeting scheduled for Sunday, May 17 is can-
celled. A Fall meeting is planned for Sunday,
November 15. The Pittsburgh District meeting
scheduled for Sunday, April 26 is also cancelled.
A Pirates game & Tailgate is planned for Satur-
day evening, August 1. Please see p 9 of this
issue for details

Fraternally,

Margaret Nasta, President

BRANCH 290 -
RARITAN, NEW JERSEY

St. John the Baptist Branch 290 will hold a
meeting on Wednesday, July 15, 2020 starting
at 6:30 pm for all members. The agenda will in-
clude report of officers, membership, and branch
activities. The location is still tentative, as this
may end up being a virtual meeting. If that is the
case you will be able to attend by either phone or
computer. Please call or text Steve Minarovich
at (908) 507-0505 by July 12 to get the details.

Steve Minarovch, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 292 -
WINDBER, PENNSYLVANIA

St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 292 KJ,
will hold their semi-annual meeting on Sunday,
June 21, 2020. The meeting will be held at SS.
Cyril and Methodius Slovak Slovak Church, 604
Graham Ave, Windber, PA. A Mass for the feast
of St. John the Baptist will be celebrated at the
aforementioned church (see church bulletin for
date and time). All members are asked to attend
both events. A buffet dinner will follow.

Edward T. Surkosky, F.I.C., President

BRANCH 313-
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Dear Members of Branch 313,

Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, the May
4th semi-annual Branch 313 meeting is can-
celled. The meeting has been rescheduled for
Monday, August 3rd of 2020 at 11:30am and will
be followed by a fraternal luncheon. The meet-
ing will be held at Fox's Restaurant, located at
9655 W 143rd St, Orland Park, lllinois 60462.
Branch members are welcome to attend. Call,
313 President Marge or 313 Secretary Jennifer
at (708)226-8157 before 7/15/2020, if you would
like to attend. Thank you!

Keep well and God Bless!!

Jennifer Carlton,
Financial Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 320 —
BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic, for the
safety of our members, we are not scheduling
any branch meetings at this time. Future meet-
ings will be posted on the FCSU website (www.
fcsu.com) and be printed in an upcoming issue
of Jednota as soon as details are available. Hop-
ing and praying for the health and safety of all
our members.

Frances Tarquinio, President

BRANCH 320 —
BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA

All members of Branch 320 who are interested
in attending the District 6 Annual Pittsburgh Pi-
rates game on Saturday, August 1, 2020, should
contact Frances Tarquinio at 724-929-9788.
Please see page 22 of this issue for details on
the event.

Mary Anne Higginbotham, President

BRANCH 401 -
EAST VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA
Attention all Branch 401 Members: our Dis-
trict, District 11, is planning a meeting on Sunday
June 28, 2020, at 2 pm. The meeting will be held
at the Slovak C U Club @ 910 6th Avenue Ford
City, PA, 16226. The meeting will be held in the
large event room on the second floor which will
allow for social distancing; please be sure to also
bring your mask. There is a back entrance with
a ramp that is handicapped accessible. We will
be discussing events for the rest of the year. The
District prays for all members’ safety and health.

continued on page 15
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Please try to attend, all safety measures and
CDC guidelines will be followed.
Fraternally submitted,
Patrick Froncek, Secretary

BRANCH 401 -
EAST VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA

TSt. Anthony of Padua, Branch 401, invites all
branch members to attend the 2020 Semi-Annu-
al meeting to be held at 1:30PM July 19, 2020, at
China Lobster Restaurant, 3215 Leechburg

Road, New Kensington, PA, 15068. Mem-
bers are encouraged to attend; your input and
involvement are important to the branch. The
Branch 401 focus for 2020 will be on our local
Slovak Heritage (the idea birthed from the JED-
NOTA article titled Focus on Heritage). Branch
401 wants to collect biographical member's fam-
ily histories both electronic and hard copy for
future generations. It is the branch's hope to cre-
ate an electronic archive. Members interested in
contributing to this archive, please contact

Recording Secretary, Kathy Froncek at 724-
689-3369 or kmfroncek@yahoo.com. See page
17 of this issue for Pirates Game info.

Patrick Froncek, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 429 -
LYNDORA, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 429 Members: Your District,
District 11, is planning a meeting on Sunday
June 28, 2020, at 2 pm. The meeting will be held
at the Slovak C U Club @ 910 6th Avenue Ford
City, PA, 16226. The meeting will be held in the
large event room on the second floor which will
allow for social distancing; please be sure to also
bring your mask. There is a back entrance with
a ramp that is handicapped accessible. We will
be discussing events for the rest of the year. The
District prays for all members’ safety and health.
Please try to attend, all safety measures and
CDC guidelines will be followed.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen Greggs, District Secretary

BRANCH 450 —
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Due to the coronavirus epidemic, for the
safety of our members, the April 18, 2020, meet-
ing at Holy Spirit Byzantine Catholic Church in
Parma, OH, has been canceled. Meetings later
in this year are anticipated. These meetings will
be posted on the FCSU website and be printed in
an upcoming issue of Jednota as soon as details
are available. Hoping and praying for the health
and safety of all our members.

George Carny, President

BRANCH 484 -
CORAL, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Society, Branch 484KJ, will hold
its semi-annual meeting on Sunday, June 14,
2020, at 2:00PM at the Eat n' Park Restaurant,
2301 R. 286 So., Indiana, PA. Discussions wil
include scholarship applications, advertising of
our branch, participation in Jednota-sponsored
activities, membership, and more.

Hopefully we will be discussing information
from our most recent district meeting.

Monica Rura, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 553 -
AKRON, OHIO

The Slovak J Club is once again open to the
membership following State Guidelines for So-
cial Distancing.

For the present time Spaghetti Night (First
Wednesday of every month) will require RES-
ERVATIONS for INDOOR DINING with Take-out
orders still available. We have changed our ser-
vicing hours to 3:30 - 7:00 pm. Call the club bar
330-786-9972 to make your reservation or place
your take-out order.

Other upcoming events:

June 17 Wednesday: Baked Cod Dinner
$10.00 RESERVATIONS REQUIRED/Take-out
available

July 1 Wednesday: Spaghetti Night- RESER-
VATIONS REQUIRED/Take-out available

July 15 Wednesday: Fried Pollack Dinner-
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED/Take-out avail-
able

Queen of Hearts Drawings will resume June
27

Monthly Drawing will resume June 17

125 Club Drawings will resume June 3 and
the Annual Reverse Raffle has been moved to
November 14, 2020

To keep current on events at the club — check
out the following website.

WWW/FCSU.com/announcements/Branch
553

Mark your calendars — Lodge Meeting will be
held on Sunday, August 2, 2020 at 3 pm at the
Slovak J Club.

Hope to see you soon at the club.

Linda M Hanko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 581 -
GARY-WHITING, INDIANA

The St. Michael the Archangel, Gary-Whiting
Branch 581, will hold its semi-annual meeting at
the Lake Park Restaurant, 7 East Old Ridge Rd.,
Hobart, IN. on Sunday, June 28, at 1 p.m. The
agenda will include information from the recent
district meeting, officer's reports and donations to
our charitable causes. RSVP Ann Buczek, 219-
947-2793 or George Kelchak, 219-926-2410.

Ann Buczek, President

BRANCH 628 -
MUNHALL, PENNSYLVANIA

A meeting of Branch 628 St. Michael Archan-
gel will be held on Thursday, July 16, 2020 at
Kennywood Park immediately following the Slo-
vak Day Mass. If the park is not open due to the
corona virus situation, a new location/date will
be determined closer to that time as soon as we
have the information.

The agenda will include current business of
the branch, update of branch activities and dis-
trict events.

Sylvia J. Vehec, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 670 —
DONORA, PENNSYLVANIA

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic, for the
safety of our members, we are not scheduling
any branch meetings at this time. Future meet-
ings will be posted on the FCSU website (www.
fcsu.com) and be printed in an upcoming issue of
Jednota as soon as details are available. Hoping
and praying for the health and safety of all our
members.

Joseph A. Matinko, President

BRANCH 716 -
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic, the St. Ste-
phen Society Branch 716 has cancelled its Sun-
day, June 14, 2020 meeting. St. John Nepomu-
cene Church, in whose downstairs meeting room
we regularly hold our meetings, is anticipating
lifting restrictions on social meetings by Septem-
ber; so we hope to schedule our next meeting as
soon as it is viable to do so in the fall. The new
date will be posted on the FCSU website at www.
fcsu.com and in an upcoming issue of Jednota.

Joan Mary Skrkon. Recording Secretary

BRANCH 721 -
BANNISTER, MICHIGAN

Due to the current coronavirus epidemic and
the safety of our members, Branch 721 is cancel-
ling their previously scheduled spring meeting on
April 26, 2020. Future meetings are anticipated
and will be printed in Jednota or posted on the
FCSU website (www.fcsu.com) as soon as de-
tails are available.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Beno, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 731 -
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO
Saint Joseph Branch 731, will hold our meet-
ingon July 19, 2020, at Café 422, 8586 South
Avenue, Boardman, OH, at 4PM. We hope to
see you there.
Jim Bobby, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 743 -
STERLING HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN

The archdiocese of Detroit canceled all Mass-
es until at least April 5, accordingly we canceled
our Branch 743 meeting scheduled for March

continued on page 17

DISTRICT 2 - THE REVEREND JOHN J SPITKOVSKY DISTRICT
The District Meeting scheduled for July 12, 2020, has been cancelled. Please check upcoming
issues of Jednota or the FCSU website for the future date.
John Jurcenko, President

DISTRICT 3 -THE GEORGE ONDA DISTRICT ~-WESTMORELAND COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
The George Onda District's Semi-Annual Meeting, which we were hoping to have in April, has
been cancelled. This for the safety of our members and is in cooperation with the "isolation" order
of the state of Pennsylvania that remains in effect. Future meetings are anticipated. Please look for
details in upcoming issues of Jednota and on the FCSU website (www.fcsu.com) as soon as they
are available.
Linda L. Gonta, Secretary, George Onda District

DISTRICT 4 - THE MSGR. RURA DISTRICT
The next semi-annual meeting of the Msgr. Rura District 4 of New Jersey will be held on Sunday,
June 14, 2020 at 1:00 PM telephonically. We encourage members to participate from the comfort of
their homes. Kindly RSVP by June 12th to: Emilia at 908-486-2921 (please call between 7-9pm). If
you want to participate via video, instructions will be emailed. If you would like to dial in using your
home phone this is also an easy option. For security purposes we will share the dial-in number and
meeting ID once you RSVP. For regular attending members with e-mail addresses, you will receive
an email with detailed instructions. We encourage everyone to participate so we can catch up and
start planning our post-pandemic events. The agenda will include recap of 2019 events, discussion
of the National Picnic in NJ set for August 8th, the Pilgrimage to Washington, DC set for September
13th, potential fall activities and other business.
Mary Kapitan, Secretary

DISTRICT 5 - THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT
Due to the current Coronoavirus-related statewide stay-in-place order, the April 26, 2020 meeting
at Deer Lake Inn has been cancelled, and a future date is yet undetermined. Please continue to
check upcoming issues of Jednota and the FCSU website at www.fcsu.com.
Diane Rimarcik, District Secretary

DISTRICT 6 - THE PITTSBURGH DISTRICT
FATHERS’ DAY BRUNCH CANCELLED

Due to the COVID 19 epidemic and the need for continued social isolation, it has become neces-
sary for the district and host branch to cancel our traditional Fathers’ Day Brunch this year. We feel
that for the safety of all members it is wisest that we not schedule any event with a large gathering.
Fathers’ Day will soon be here, so on behalf of all of us from the Pittsburgh District we wish all fathers
a happy and blessed day.

Our hope is to still have the Pirates game and tailgate in August. Please check the advertisement
on page 9 of this issue of Jednota for details.

Until then,

Be Safe, Be in Health, and God Bless.

David Matta, District President

DISTRICT 8 - THE REV. STEPHEN FURDEK DISTRICT
Dear members of the Rev. Stephen Furdek District 8: Due to the Coronavirus epidemic we the
officers have decided to postpone the meeting that was scheduled for April 26, 2020, in Mahanoy
City,PA. At this time no new date has been selected to re scheduled. We are doing this for the safety
of our members. Thank you for understanding; we want everyone to be safe.
Katherine Nowatkoski, President

DISTRICT 10 - THE REVEREND STEPHEN FURDEK DISTRICT

District 10, the Father Stephen Furdek District, will be meeting at 3:00PM on Sunday, July 19,
2020, at the Slovak J Club, 485 Morgan Avenue, Akron, OH 44311,

To comply with Social Distancing we suggest that each Branch within the District send 1 or 2 rep-
resentatives to the meeting. Then the representatives can share information from the meeting with
their respective Branch.

We request that all who plan on attending contact Linda Hanko via email at lhanko@neo.rr.com
or call 330-706-0151. We would appreciate a head count so we may prepare light refreshments for
the event.

Look forward to seeing representatives from all Branches.

Linda M Hanko, Secretary/Treasurer

DISTRICT 11 - THE MSGR. JOSEF TISO DISTRICT

The District is planning a meeting on Sunday June 28, 2020, at 2 pm. The meeting will be held at
the Slovak C U Club @ 910 6th Avenue Ford City, PA, 16226. The meeting will be held in the large
event room on the second floor which will allow for social distancing; please be sure to also bring your
mask. There is a back entrance with a ramp that is handicapped accessible. We will be discussing
events for the rest of the year. The District prays for all members’ safety and health. Please try to
attend, all safety measures and CDC guidelines will be followed.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen Greggs, Secretary

DISTRICT 12 - THE MSGR ANDREW HLINKA DISTRICT
For the safety of our members during the COVID-19 crisis, the officers of District 12 have decided
to postpone any district meetings until further notice. Please check the website and upcoming issues
of Jednota for details of future meetings.
We hope and pray for the health and safety of all our members.
Joseph Tarquinio, President

DISTRICT 14 - THE REVEREND JOSEPH L. KOSTIK DISTRICT

Due to continuing concern over the Covid 19 virus, the June 16, 2020 meeting of the Reverend
Joseph L. Kostik District - District 14 - Youngstown, OH, is cancelled. At our next meeting at 6:00 P.M.
on July 21, 2020, at the Fireplace, 2075 E. Western Reserve Rd. Poland, OH 44514, unless otherwise
specified, indicated, or announced. At this meeting we will discuss the Slovak Fest scheduled for
Sunday, August 9, 2020 and other activities for 2020. | attended a meeting at St. Mathias on Tuesday
June 2, at 6:30 PM that Father Jerek has set up regarding the Slovak Fest. Please be prepared to
indicate the shifts you will be able to assist. | hope to have information regarding YSU vs Duquesne

Football and tentative Tailgate on September 12, 2020 at that time. Please feel free to call me.
John J. Leskovyansky, Jr., President
Home: 330.549.3788;
Cell: 330.559.5981

continued on page 17
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/he First Catholic Slovak Union has a Mass said for each of our deceased members at St. Andrew Abbey in Cleveland, Ohib\

Branch: Name
001K Agnes P Gecik
002K Regina G Mira
007K Jeffery A Goldfuss
035K Anna J Szwarc
038K Dolores Goscicki
038K Gerald R Rinko
038K Mildred Sullivan
040K Carol A Koval
040K Leona Obert
045K Emil Pavelek
055K Florence Rufino

Branch: Name
085K Michael Chismar
112K Anthony J Uliano Jr
153K Ann Tomaszek
166K Daniel Lesko
169P Gerianne M Litwalk
173K Benjamin C Dragon
181K Michael P Kaputa
199K Ronald J Knaus
276K Virginia M Hess
292K Paul R Matey
312K Mary Metarko

Branch: Name
320K Donna J Banish
465K Bertha Domenico
581K Patricia Ann Murin
584K Charles Lehotan
595K Richard Franklin Beadle
595K Therese M Wykoski
628K Paul G Cain
721K Daniel Pavuk
746K Peter Mudrak
746K John S Omaster Jr
746K Mary Sorokac

Branch: Name
764K Marialice Verney
780K Benjamin Gombar
796K Gerald J Fabian
856K Eileen M Berger
916K Norma M Diak
916K Richard Leser
916K Suzanne Schwartz
916K Dickson R Shipman
924K Joseph F Sica

*Processed through the month of May

OBITUARIES

National Fraternal Activities Director
Emeritus Paul John Ritz Passed Into
Eternal Life May 15, 2020

Paul John Ritz, 88, passed
away May 15, 2020, at St. Eliza-
beth Health Center.

Paul was born June 10, 1931,
in Youngstown, the son of Mar-
garet Ritz Frelick.

He was a 1949 graduate
of Campbell Memorial High
School. Paul served in the US
Army as a Combat Engineer
from 1952-1953.

He worked as a rigger at Re-
public Steel, retiring with over 35 years of
service.

Paul was a member of the former St.
Elizabeth Catholic Church in Campbell and
was a current parishioner of St. Mathias in
Youngstown.

He was very active in Branch 260 of
the First Catholic Slovak Union, where he
served as an officer. Paul also served as a
National Officer as the Fraternal Activity Di-

rector from 1992-2002. He held
the position as Emeritus from
2002 to present.

Paul was very active in many
local bowling and golf leagues.

His wife, the former Cecile
V. Hudran; whom he married
August 12, 1991; passed away
July 1, 2006.

Paul will be deeply missed
and always remembered by
his sister, Kathy Frelick-Jones
of Lowellville, OH, and his longtime friend,
Betty Metzler of Warren, OH.

He was preceded in death by his mother,
Margaret Frelick and step-father George
Frelick; and his sister, Betty Ann Muncy.

The family would like to especially thank
Humility House Assisted Living Unit and
Long Term Care Unit for their loving and
compassionate care of Paul throughout the
years.

ANNA “ANN”
(FUCICH) MAGER
BRANCH 4 -
PITTSBURGH, F
PENNSYLVANIA
Anna “Ann” (Fu-
cich) Mager, 85, of
Penn Hills, passed
away peace-
fully from natural
causes surrounded
by her daughters
on April 13, 2020. She was born July 19,
1934 in Pittsburgh, PA, to the late George
and Julia Churilla Fucich. Ann was a 1952
graduate of Mount Alvernia High School in
Pittsburgh. She devoted her working career
to AHERF (now known as AHN), starting at
the business office at Columbia Hospital in
Wilkinsburg, PA, and retiring 30 years later
as the manager of data operations. She
was a member of St. Bartholomew Parish
in Penn Hills, PA. Ann was the proud ma-
triarch of her family, a dedicated caregiver,
an avid gambler, and a fantastic cook. She
enjoyed caring for her friends and family and
found great joy in watching her great grand-
daughters. She will be remembered for her
homemade spaghetti sauce and cinnamon

bread. Her family is comforted by memories
of Sunday dinners and spirited games of
Five Crowns and Chinese Checkers. She
was the beloved mother of Donna (Darryl)
Chapman and Darlene (Doug) Cole; loving
grandmother of Lauren (James) Zalin, Mi-
chael (Samantha) and Matthew Chapman,
and Danielle and Jessica Cole; and adoring
great-grandmother of Charlotte and Kinsley
Zalin and Baby Boy Chapman. Ann is also
survived by many nieces and nephews. She
was preceded in death by her husband, Ed-
ward “Don” Mager; sisters Elizabeth “Betty”
Dunbar and Georgette “Tige” Renze Miller;
‘sister” Patricia “Patsy” Balint; half-sisters
Josephine, Helen, Jennie, Judy, and Mary;
and half-brothers Rocco and Tino

MARY B. “BABE”
KOSKO
BRANCH 38 -
WHITE OAK,
PENNSYLVANIA
Age 93, Mary B.
Kosko of Munhall,
PA, died peace-
fully  surrounded
by her loving family ¥
on March 25, 2019. I

Babe was the youngest and last surviving
child of John and Katherine (Busija) Be-
lavic. Beloved wife of 67 years to the late
Robert J. Kosko Sr.; mother of Robert J.
(Deborah) Kosko Jr., Karen (Tom) Thomas,
Gerald (Rebecca) Kosko, Marc (Cheryl)
Kosko and Cheryl (Jeffrey) Lukacs; sister
of the late John, Steven, Michael, Joseph
(Helen), Rudy (Barbara), and Charles (Hel-
en) Belavic, Katherine (Joseph) Kesich and
Ann (John) Roman; grandmother of Mandy
(Zack) Hritz, Garrett (Kayla) Lukacs, Lauren
Lukacs (Mike Orosz), Gerald Kosko Jr., Jon-
athan Kosko, Kristy (Ed) Shearer, Michael
Fonner, Crystal (John) Aden and James
(Rachel) Cassidy; great grandmother of Mia
Hritz, Angelica, Sammy and Marissa Riggs,
Kayla Shearer, Kayla and Alyssa Pollard,
Brealle and Julia Cassidy and Baby Lukacs;
and sister in laws (the late) Dorothy (John)
Vaslowski and Lois (Casey) Kosko. In her
later years, Mary was cared for spiritually
and physically by her two angels, Cheryl and
Lauren Lukacs. Mom was a prayer warrior
who put the needs of others before her-
self along with her devotion to the Blessed
Mother. She was an excellent homemaker,
cook and baker for her family and church.
Mary was a member of the Christian Moth-
ers at the former St. Michael's Church in
Munhall.  Mary and Robert were proud
members of Branch 738 (now 38), where
Mary was supportive as Bob’s right-hand girl
while he served as Branch 738 President.
Together they enjoyed attending meetings
and various activities. Mary participated in
a Friday night bowling club as a member of
the Branch 738 Jednota team. Robert and
Mary were proud of their Slovak Heritage as
it was passed down to their children, grand-
children, family and friends through their
cooking, baking, and sharing of food and
family times together. Mary will be missed
by all that knew and loved her.

- Submitted by Cheryl Lukacs

DONNA JEAN
BANISH
BRANCH 320 -
CANONSBURG,
PENNSYLVANIA
Donna Jean
Banish age 59 of
Houston  passed
away  peacefully
Monday December
16, 2019, in her
home with her lov-
ing family and pets by her side. She was born

June 29, 1960 in Washington, PA, a daugh-
ter of the late Stanley F. “Birch” and Marcella
Ann Atchison Frankovich. Donna lived her
life in Houston, PA, and was a graduate
of Chartiers Houston High School class of
1978 and the Washington Hospital School of
Radiology in 1980. She was a member of St.
Patrick Roman Catholic Church in Canons-
burg. Donna had been employed as Chief
Radiology Technologist at Canonsburg Hos-
pital and was a member of ARRT. She was
also a member of the First Catholic Slovak
Union and the Slovenian National Benefit
Society. On April 25, 1981, she married Jay
Banish who survives after thirty-eight years
of marriage. Also left behind to cherish her
memory are her beloved sons, Jason Banish
of Pittsburgh and Shawn Banish of Houston,
and several nieces and nephews.

BENJAMIN W.
GOMBAR
BRANCH 780 -
SAGINAW, MICHI-
GAN

Benjamin  Wil-
liam Gombar, age
89, passed away
Saturday, April 11,
2020, after a cou-
rageous, year-long
fight with Parkin-
son's disease. Benjamin was born August
23, 1930 in Majtin, Slovakia. He immigrated
to the United States aboard the Queen Mary
and arrived on August 20, 1947, at just 17
years of age. He married the love of his life,
Geraldine Ann Meyette, on July 14, 1962.
Ben was a member of SS. Peter & Paul
Church (St. Dominic Parish) for 71 years. It
was at SS. Peter and Paul School that he
learned to speak English. He was a very de-
voted Catholic, and a 50 year member of the
First Catholic Slovak Union, Branch 780. In
addition, he was also an active member of
the Slovak League and Slovak Catholic Fed-
eration. During his life, he worked at numer-
ous manufacturing facilities, and retired from
Saginaw Steering Gear Plant #2 after 40
years of service. Benjamin loved being out-
doors gardening, fishing, and hunting, and
those life skills he passed onto his children.
He also enjoyed cooking, reading and col-
lecting recipes. His laugh was infectious and
he shared it with everyone. Ben is survived
by his beloved wife, Gerri Gombar and eight
children: Ben (Linda) Gombar, Joe (Dawn)

continued on page 17
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In loving memory...

Ellen Gregus passed away peacefully in her sleep
on April 16, 2020, at the Armenian Nursing Home in
Emerson, NJ, of complications from the COVID-19 vi-
rus shortly after celebrating her 90th birthday.

Her burial took place on April 24th at George Wash-
ington Memorial Park Cemetery in Paramus, NJ, along
with the ashes of her late husband Rudoiph Gregus, a
longtime contributor to Jednota. May they both rest in
peace together. \ -

Ellen was born in Liptovska Luzna, Slovakia and ’
later immigrated to New York at the age of 16. It was im -
in New York City where she met and married Rudolph
Gregus. They settled in Palisades, NY and raised two daughters Ruzena and Luba.

Her passion was her family! Tirelessly driving her girls to music lessons and ballet and
then coming home to cook hot, home-made meals awaiting everyone at the end of the day,
she loved being a devoted mother and wife. Ellen excelled at baking homemade Slovak
pastries, especially around the holidays when the entire home smelled like a bakery! She
was also an accomplished seamstress who made many of her girls’ clothes including hand
crocheted dresses. She was very active in the Slovak community assisting her husband at
cultural affairs and most dedicated to the Slovak church St. John's Nepomucene in NYC
for over 50 yrs. where always elegantly dressed, sang in the choir, was a lecturer and even
participated in Slovak plays in the earlier days. Her favorite pastimes were gardening, danc-
ing, watching “love stories” on TV and most proud of nurturing her two daughters as they
grew up.

Ellen is survived by her daughters Ruzena Goldenberg and Luba Mason; sons-in-law Dr.
Alec Goldenberg, Ruben Blades; 3 grandchildren: Grant, Caitlin and Caroline Goldenberg;
nieces: Vera Davies, Sonja Nienstedt, Ellen Boldis, Linda Pancari; and nephew John Boldis
Jr.. Itis a small but mighty family who loved her and will miss her dearly...
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Prayer of the Month — June 2020

Father, here | am.

| know you are always with me.

| place my heart in the Heart of your Son Jesus, who gives himself to us in the Eucharist
each day.

May your Holy Spirit strengthen me to live the Gospel in everything | do and say.

For my part | give you this day-all my prayers, works, joys, and sufferings—all | am and
pOSSESS.

With Mary, mother of the Church, | pray for the mission of the Church, for all Apostles of
Prayer, and for the intentions of the Pope this month. Amen.

Official Daily Offering Prayer of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network

BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Submitted by Luba Mason, Branch 45

OBITUARIES

continued from page 16

Gombar, Mike (Trudi) Gombar, Chris Gom-
bar, Mark (Michelle) Gombar, Mary (Tim)
Albers, David (Melissa) Gombar, and Tom
(Tammy) Gombar; 17 grandchildren: Ashley,
Sarah, Ellen, Ryan, Tim, Kody, Jadon, De-
nise, Matthew, Katerina, Rebecca, Sabrina,
Andrew, Jacob, David, Victoria and Brewer;
three great-grandchildren: Fletcher, Eliza
and Addison. Ben is predeceded in death
by his parents, Laurence and Katarina (Sal-
amon) Gombar; sisters: Bertha (Gombar)
Pavelka and Frances (Gombar) Svihel; and
brother, Rudolph Gombar. The family would
like to thank the staff and administration of
the Hoyt Nursing & Rehab Centre for all of
their support and compassion during Ben's
stay.

- Submitted by Ben Gombar

GERALD J. FABIAN
BRANCH 796 -
EGYPT, PENNSYLVANIA
Gerald J. Fabian, Gerry with a “G,” passed
away March 30, 2020, at home surrounded
by his loving family. He was the husband of
Patricia A. (Kyra) Fabian "
for over 60 years. Born
in Ormrod, PA, to the late
Joseph Fabian Sr. and
Veronica (Pekar) Fabian.
He served in the U.S.
Army and was a member
of the Catholic War Veter-
ans Post #454. He worked
for Sears Roebuck in various capacities and
Mack Trucks Engineering Department. He

was a college graduate of East Stroudsburg
University and Seton Hall University earning
a Master’s Degree in Speech & Hearing Pa-
thology. He previously worked in Lopatcong
& Pohatcong, NJ School Districts. He then
worked for Carbon-Lehigh Intermediate Unit
#21 until his retirement. He was a Whitehall
Township Commissioner for 20 years and
served as secretary for the board. His sum-
mer months, he worked construction as a
laborer for Local 1174, and served on the
Health & Wealth Fare Board for many years.
He was a longtime member & officer of Jed-
nota Branch 796, Egypt.

He loved spending time with his family,
especially his granddaughters and great-
grandchildren. He was a devoted beekeeper
and gardener and enjoyed traveling with his
wife and good friends. He was a dedicated
pirohy maker & usher at Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, Egypt.

Survivors are his wife; sons, Michael G.
(Deborah) Whitehall, Matthew M. (Rachel)
Fogelsville, PA; daughters, Mary, New Trip-
oli, PA, and Monica, at home; grandchildren,
Laura M. (Trent, PA) Fabian-Dunn, Jessica
A. Fabian & Olivia J. Fabian; great-grand-
children, (Miss) Millie Jane & Mack (a-doo-
dle) Dunn and Theodore (Theo) Gerald Ste-
phens; niece, Michaeleen Fabian Dom, late
husband, Charles, Ohio; nephew, Deacon
Gregory Fabian, Indiana; and dog, SoCo (Lil
One). Predeceased by brothers, Joseph and
John Fabian; sisters, Ann and Veronica, died
at a very young age; nephews, Alois Fabian
(Ohio) and Joseph Fabian (Colorado).

We thank our friends, family, neighbors
and the Sisters of St. Francis Center for Re-
newal for their support, prayers and visits.

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.dcsu.com

continued from page 15

29. Due to the Coronavirus epidemic, any future
Branch meeting is postponed until further notice.
Please look for details in upcoming issues of
Jednota or on the FCSU website www.fcsu.com.

Joseph Rimarcik, President

BRANCH 746 -
LINDEN, NEW JERSEY
The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 746,
will hold its next meeting on Sunday, June 28,
2020 at 1:00 PM telephonically. We encourage
all Branch 746 members to participate from the
comfort of their homes. Kindly RSVP to Sabina
at 908-486-2921 (please call between 7-9pm)
by June 21st. For security purposes, once you
RSVP you will be provided the necessary infor-
mation on how to connect. You can participate
by video for those who are able or via telephone.
Dialing in is an easy option and we encourage all
members to try to participate. The agenda will in-
clude the summer picnic, pilgrimage to Washing-
ton, DC, potential fall events and new business.
Mary Kapitan, Secretary

BRANCH 831 -
TARENTUM, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 831 Members: Your District,
District 11, is planning a meeting on Sunday
June 28, 2020, at 2 pm. The meeting will be held
at the Slovak C U Club @ 910 6th Avenue Ford

City, PA, 16226. The meeting will be held in the
large event room on the second floor which will
allow for social distancing; please be sure to also
bring your mask. There is a back entrance with
a ramp that is handicapped accessible. We will
be discussing events for the rest of the year. The
District prays for all members’ safety and health.
Please try to attend, all safety measures and
CDC guidelines will be followed.
Fraternally submitted,
Karen Greggs, District Secretary

BRANCH 855 -
PARMA, OHIO

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we have can-
celled plans for our spring and summer meetings
and activities. A fall meeting is anticipated. De-
tails will be published in a future issue of Jednota
as well as posted on the FCSU website.

Barbara Sutila, President

BRANCH 856 -
WASHINGTON, DC AND AREA
Due to the Coronavirus epidemic, for the
safety of our members, we are postponing our
meeting for April 27,2020 at the Tavira Restau-
rant in Chevy Chase, MD. At this time no date
has been set to re-schedule. More to follow. For
more information call Marion Mistrik at 301-654-
5638. We want our members to be safe
Katherine Nowatkoski
Financial Secretary

DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

continued from page 15

DISTRICT 17 - SAINTS CYRIL & METHODIUS DISTRICT

Due the Coronavirus pandemic, for the safety of our members and in keeping with current govern-
ment restrictions, the April 26th Annual Spring Meeting has been cancelled. We anticipate reschedul-
ing the meeting as soon as it becomes viable to do so. Please look for details as they are available
in an upcoming issue of Jednota and on the FCSU website at www.fcsu.com.

“Like” us on

B
[i facebook.

facebook.com/FirstCatholicSlovakUnion

Michael J. Slovenkai, Sr., President
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Povedz mi otec

Povedz mi otec

Ty predsa vSetko vie$
A v3etko poznas

To &o je vokol nés
Tak povedz mi otec
Jak vyzera €as

Ako rieka, ¢o pridom sa vali
Ako z oblaku, ked pada sneh
Ako burka, ¢o buraca v diali

Ako plag, o sa premenil v smog
Tak znie ten ¢as, tak znie ten ¢as
tak znie ten ¢as

Povedz mi otec

ty predsa vetko vies a vetko poznas
To, €o je vokol nas

Tak povedz mi otec

Jak chuti ¢as

Ako chleba, ¢o mamka ti dava
Ako studnicka, zrkadlo hviezd
Ako slza, ¢o z odi ti plava

Ako domov po névrate z ciest
tak chuti as, tak chuti ¢as
tak chuti ¢as

Povedz mi otec

Ty predsa vSetko vie$
A vsetko pozna$

To, €o je vokol nas
Tak povedz mi otec
Jak vonia ¢as

Ako belostné vidiiové kvety
Ako staroéna pavucia tma
Ako korab pre kozmické lety
Ako ludia, jak ta, ako ja

Tak vonia ¢as, tak vonia ¢as
tak vonia Cas

Teraz vie§, ako Cas pre miia vonia
Ako chuti a tiez ako znie

Svet mlady a Stastny a krasny

Ho do svojich dlani vezme
Ajedna z nich

Bude tvoja, bude tvoja

Tak dalej let

Obzri si svet, ako vyzera
Tajomstvom dni je ve€nost

Falh
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- STASTNY -

Der oltoy

HAPPY

Tell me, Father

Tell me, father

You know everything

And you know about everything
That is around us.

So tell me, father

What time is like.

Like a river that’s flowing

Like a cloud when it snows

Like a thunderstorm that’s roaring
Like crying, which turns into fog.
That's how time sounds, that's how
time sounds;

That's time.

Tell me, father

You know everything

And you know about everything
That is around us.

So tell me, father

How time tastes.

Like the bread your mom gives you,
Like a well that mirrors the stars
Like a tear that falls from your eye

Like home after returning from the road

So this is how time tastes,
So this is how time tastes,
So tastes time.

Tell me, father

You know everything

And you know about everything
That is around us.

So tell me, father

How time smells

Like white cherry blossoms

Like the darkness of an ancient spider.
Like a ship ready to take off into space
Like people, like her, like me

That's how time smells, that's how
time smells

That's how time smells.

Now you know how time smells to me,
How it tastes and also how it sounds.
The world is young and happy and
beautiful.

Time will take you into the palm of its hand

And one of the palms will be yours
It will be yours, it will be yours.

So keep flying,

See the world as it seems.

The secret of days lies in eternity.

If each member would sign up just one new member,
we could double our Society immediately

THINK ABOUT IT!

sl

Slovak Tributes to Fathers —
In Song & Verse

Based on an excerpt from Slovaks and Father's Day (Deri otcov) by Michael J. Kopanic,
Jr, Ph.D. First published in Jednota in 2016 and reprinted here with permission from the
author.

When [ first started learning Slovak, | noticed that Slovaks paid more honor to both their
mothers and their fathers than is typical in American culture. | heard songs about Slovak
mothers and fathers on the Slovak Radio Program on WKTL (90.7 FM, 9-11pm, Saturdays),
which serves the Youngstown, Ohio, and western Pennsylvania area. | had first thought it
unusual that songs about parents were so popular among Slovaks. My father and | used
to spend many a Saturday evening together, listening to the Slovak Radio Program. To
this day, | am grateful to the late Mary Babni¢, and the current announcer, Dennis Spisak,
for playing many of our favorite Slovak songs and polkas for us. And Father's Day always
featured several songs about Slovak dads.

| cannot think of one popular American song that is popularly known that praises fathers
in such a manner. Slovaks also have proverbs and have written poems about their fathers,
and children often compose such tributes in school.

Perhaps the most famous and well-known popular Slovak proverb (Slovenské porekad|o)
is the simple and short phrase, Aky otec, taky syn (As the father, so his son). It expresses
a simple folk wisdom that a son often turns out similar to his father, both in appearance and
character.

Here is one of many short poems that children have written about their fathers. Often they
compose them in school and bring them home to a grateful father.

Mame radi ocka

Den otcov je aj pre Teba,
otecko nas zlaty.

BasniCkou ti prezradime,

7e Ta mame radi. (a ako velmi :)

Translation

We love our daddy

Father's Day is indeed for you,
Our Daddy is our gold.

The poem shows you

that we love you. (And so much :)

One can listen to Slovak songs about fathers on YouTube, or on Father's Day on a Slovak
radio program, or on radio through the internet. The following Slovak radio shows broadcast
on the weekend over the air and on the web.

WKTL -90.7 FM - Saturdays 9-11pm - http://www.913thesummit.com/

WERE-AM 1490 AM - Sundays 11am-noon - http://newstalkcleveland.newsone.com/
listen-live/

WPIT-AM 730 AM - Sundays 3pm-4pm - http://www.wpitam.com/

Among the most famous post-World War Il Slovak songs about father is Povedz mi otec,
(Tell Me Father), as published here in Slovak and English. It was sung in 1962 by Jana
Belakova and Michal Belak and the Combo Tatra Revue. Viliam Bukovy composed the
music and Rudolf Skukalek wrote the text. The song features a young woman showing her
gratefulness to her father in a heart-warming exchange of feelings.

Since first hearing the song on WKTL, | have listened to it many times since, as it is
stalwart on the playlist around Father's Day. One may view the father-daughter singers in a
YouTube video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEgvnk7618U
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Forms on the FCSU website: fcsu.com/forms

Address Change Form
Annuity Forms
o Affidavit of Lost Policy
e Annuity Suitability Questionnaire
e Annuity Cash Withdrawal
e Assignment of Annuity Contract
e Direct Deposit Enrollment Form
e One Time Direct Deposit Form
e IRA Transfer Form
e 1035 Exchange Form
e Preauthorized Charge Form
e Replacement Notice
e 5305-Simple
e Qualified Charitable Distribution

Annuity Applications

Park 2 Applications
Coverdell Education Savings
Account Applications

Insurance Forms
e ACH Payment Form
e Addendum to Life Insurance
Application
e Credit Card Payment
e Dividend Request Form
e Medical Form
e Replacement Notice
e 3 Year Payment Plan

Insurance Applications
FCSU Forms

Beneficiary/Ownership Change Form

Branch Forms
e Branch Announcement Form
e Deposit Agreement Application
e Deposit Agreement Withdrawal
Form
e Member Transfer Form
e Branch Annual Report
e Branch Financial Statement
e Branch Directory 2020
e Branch Attendance Sheet

Cash Withdrawal of your Insurance
Policy
e Member Service Request Form
Death Claim Forms
o Affidavit for Lost Policy of a
Deceased Member
e Death Claim Report
e Instructions for Filing a Life
Insurance Death Claim
District Forms
e District Allowance Form
e District Attendance Sheet
e District Directory Form
e District Financial Statement

Loan Request of your Insurance Policy

e Member Service Request Form
Lost Policy Request Form
e Member Service Request
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facts about—

11 (5

. June, named after Juno, the goddess
of marriage, is the sixth month of the year, and is
one of the four months with a length of 30 days.

. No other month begins on the same
day as June.

. In the northern hemisphere, June
marks the beginning of summer with the longest
daylight hours of the year arriving during the
summer solstice which this year is June 20th.

. In the Southern Hemisphere, winter be-
gins on the same day. Representing the shortest
amount of daylight hours of the year.

. June’s birthstones are the Alexandrite,
the Moonstone, and the Pearl.

. June birth flowers are the honeysuckle
and the rose. Honeysuckle traditionally stands
for bonds of devotion, love, fidelity and generos-
ity. Among many meanings, roses are often as-
sociated with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of
heaven and earth. One of her titles in Catholic
Marian devotion is Rosa Mystica or Mystic Rose

. Gemini and Cancer are the astrological
signs for June. Birthdays from June 1 through
the 20 fall under the sign of Gemini while June
21 through the 30 birthdays fall under the sign of
Cancer.

. A Bug Named June? The June Bug,
also known as June beetle, is the name for sev-
eral large beetles seen in the United States dur-
ing May and June.

. In the US, June is regarded as National
Candy Month and National Ice Tea Month.

The Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal Continues in June

The Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal is in its
42nd year raising money to assist the Pontifical
Slovak College of Saints Cyril and Methodius in
Rome with its day to day operations. Today, the
Appeal relies upon the generosity of individual do-
nors in addition to collections taken up in personal
parishes of Slovak ancestry.

As of May 28, $17,093.50 has been received
from 136 donors. This amount includes dona-
tions received from these Branches of the FCSU:
Branch 19, Branch 35, Branch 40, Branch 41,
Branch 45, Branch 112, Branch 166, Branch 173,
Branch 276, Branch 450, Branch 746, and Branch
764. On behalf of the Pontifical College, thank
you for your continued generosity and support.

Anyone who wishes to contribute to the 2020
Appeal but did not receive a letter in January ask-
ing for a donation is asked to fill out the informa-
tion in the box at the bottom of this article and
mailing it along with your check payable to the
Slovak Catholic Federation to the address pro-
vided. Donations in any amount are deeply ap-

preciated and are acknowledged. Gifts received
after November 30, 2020 will be credited toward
the 2021 Appeal. Thank you again for your good-
ness and generosity.

The Slovak Catholic Federation was founded
in 1911 by Rev. Joseph Murgas, founding Pastor
of Sacred Heart of Jesus Slovak Church, Wilkes-
Barre, PA. The Federation brings together under
one banner both individuals of Slovak heritage
as well as Catholic Slovak Fraternal Organiza-
tions for cultural, religious and educational needs.
Serving as Moderator is the Right Reverend Gary
Hoover, O.S.B., Abbot of St. Andrew Svorad Ab-
bey, Cleveland, OH. National President is Rever-
end Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F., Supreme Chap-
lain of the Slovak Catholic Sokol and Pastor of
Epiphany Parish, Sayre, PA. Reverend Thomas
A. Nasta, National Chaplain of the First Catholic
Slovak Union and Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish,
Swedesburg, PA, serves as First Vice President
of the Federation and is the Appeal Coordinator.

42" Annual Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Amount S

Please make check payable to Slovak Catholic Federation and mail to:

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta, National First Vice President
Slovak Catholic Federation
Sacred Heart Church
120 Jefferson Street
Swedesburg, PA 19405
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2020

OPEN MEETING:
President Andrew Rajec opened the meeting at 9:00 AM and led the prayer.

The Executive Committee Meeting is being held as a teleconference due to the current coronavirus
pandemic. In keeping with the guidelines of the Stay at Home Order issued by the Governor Mike
DeWine, all non-essential businesses are closed. The Home Office is open with a limited rotating
staff and limited hours to maintain day to day operations. The Home Office will remain on limited
hours with no walk-in business until the Stay at Home Order issued by the Governor has been lifted.

ROLL CALL:

Members attending: Andrew M. Rajec, President
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President (via teleconference)
George F. Matta Il, Treasurer (via teleconference)
Sabina Sabados, Regional Director (by invitation of the President)
(via teleconference)

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MARCH MEETING MINUTES:

The Executive Secretary presented the minutes of the March 2020 Executive Committee
Meeting. A motion was made by Kenneth A. Arendt and seconded by George F. Matta Il to accept the
minutes as presented. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT:
Investment Updates

The Executive Secretary and Treasurer submitted a written report to the Executive Commit-
tee on the investments and transactions with the Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB), UBS, MAI Fund,
and Clutterbuck Fund. Following the report, the Executive Committee discussed the report and the
Executive Secretary answered the Committee’s questions.

Portfolio Review
The Executive Secretary updated the Executive Committee on the report from our portfolio custodian,
Key Bank, found everything in order, and answered the Committee’s questions.

Mortgages and Overdue Mortgages
The Executive Secretary presented the report for the month of March for the Committee’s
review and answered their questions.

Monthly Disbursements
The Executive Secretary reported that the following disbursements were incurred and paid
during the month of March:

Disbursements for the month of March 2020:

Death Benefits & Accumulations § 214477.23
Cash Withdrawals & Accumulations $ 22,009.21
Matured Endowments & Accumulations $ 0.00
Trust Fund $ 0.00

The Executive Secretary also presented the Membership and Annuity Report. The Execu-
tive Committee reviewed the remainder of the disbursements and the Executive Secretary answered
all questions.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer and the Executive Secretary gave a full written report on the investment
update to the Executive Committee. Following the report, they answered the Committee’s questions.

AQS MANAGEMENT, INC.:

Larry White, representing AQS Management, Inc., presented an extensive Investment
Portfolio Transaction and Review Report via teleconference to the Executive Committee. Each mem-
ber of the Committee received a copy of the presentation in advance for his/her review. Following the
report, he answered the Committee’s questions.

SALES AND MARKETING:

The Vice President gave an update on his production report on our agents to the Execu-
tive Committee. He stated we are still recruiting and adding new agents, and at present have over
345 agents. The Home Office is sending the independent agents monthly updates on our products.
The independent agents are also in frequent contact with Andrew P. Rajec, Director of Independent
Agents. The Home Office continues an extensive Facebook ad recruiting campaign to recruit agents
in the states we are licensed in.

The President stated that annuity sales have continued at planned levels. There has not
been any unusual increase in redemptions or cash outs.

The Executive Secretary stated that the new 2017 CSO insurance rates are available on
our website along with the new insurance applications. The update of our marketing material has
been delayed due to the coronavirus. Once this material has been updated, it will be sent to the
branch officers and board members.

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW:
Annuity Rates:

The President led a review of the current annuity rates. It was decided the rates remain the
same and be reviewed at the next Executive Committee meeting in May.

ME OFFICE, INDEPENDENCE, OHIO (TELECONFERENCE)

MISCELLANEOUS:

Kroll Bond

The President stated that the meeting with Kroll Bond, who is located in NYC, has been postponed
until further notice due to the coronavirus.

National Bowling Tournament
The President stated that the 2020 National Bowling Tournament scheduled for May 15-16, 2020 has
been canceled due to the coronavirus.

National/Regional Picnic
The President stated that the national picnics scheduled on June 28, 2020 in Novelty, Ohio and on
August 8, 2020 in Millstone, New Jersey are currently on hold due to the coronavirus.

REQUESTS FOR ADS AND DONATIONS:
Requests for donations and ads were reviewed and acted upon.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by George F. Matta Il and
seconded by Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., closed the meeting with prayer.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Andrew M. Rajec
President

Your Phone Call Is Important to Us!

At the First Catholic Slovak Union, we take every phone call very
seriously. Our goal is to deliver the best customer service possible —
even in these challenging times.

Per current COVID-19 government guidelines and mandates, we
remain closed to in-person visits with restricted hours for our Home Of-
fice employees that allow them to practice social distancing and other
methods for ensuring their wellbeing.

Please take the following steps when you get our voice mail so that
we can provide you with the level of service and attention you deserve.

1. Leave a brief reason for your call.

2. Be sure to state your full name, and spell your last name.

3. Along with your phone number, let us know the best time to contact
you between the hours of 8:00AM and 4:30PM, M- F.

4, Remember that we can only discuss a contract or certificate with

the owner or with permission from the owner.

Answer to buzzie

Solution to Puzzle from page 11
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Statement as of March 31, 2020 of the FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA & CANADA
ASSETS
Current Statement Date 4
1 2 3
Net Admitted December 31
Nonadmitted Assets Prior Year Net
Assets Assets (Cols. 1-2) Admitted Assets
e BONAS. oottt | cbenienieneaes 378,246,957 | ..ovvoeveerernereireineineen | e 378,246,957 | ..ccovvenene. 375,195,522
2. Stocks:
2.0 PrEfErmed SIOCKS.......cuivrieieeieicicieet ettt nis | cbensee et nns ettt nies | nebesien ettt nbenns | aeben bbb (O O
2.2 COMMON SOCKS.....eurvuecerrereeseereeeesseeseeeeseeeseese st eeesess st sesess s esssesssessesssesssessesssessnnsss | sressssssssnsssanes 1,952,428 | ..o | e 1,952,428 | ..oovvrirene 5,373,038
3. Mortgage loans on real estate:;
BT RIS NS, coveere ettt | fent et eens 94,501 | .ovoeeerereeeeierirerneinnenes | e 94,501 | cooveeeeereieis 98,970
3.2 Other than firStHENS......c. i esnis | cbesseeetsssesseeebsssessessssanses | sebessessesnssasseestsssessesnssasss | sesessesnsesssesneenssessesnesnens (O
4. Real estate:
4.1 Properties occupied by the company (less §.......... 0
ENCUMDBIANCES)......eueviviveteieieeceecte ettt es bbb ss s s aebesesessssnenns | sreseresesesssisinnes 344,000 [ .voveverreieeieeeeeeeeees | e 344,000 | ..oovevererreiines 573,086
4.2 Properties held for the production of income (less §.......... 0
ENCUMDBIANCES).....vuivcvivititeiseceeete ettt b bbb s s s aebebebessssnsnns | srereresesesssininnes 348,707 | eveveveveeeeeeeeeerceieiees | e, 348,707 | oo 357,633
4.3 Properties held for sale (less §.......... 0 €NCUMDIANCES).....vvvvvrrerirereesissesissreesessnesssnens | eenesssessssesesssseens 223,272 | oooeveevreriieesseinsssnnes | cervinsseeensennnnens 223,272 | oo,
5. Cash ($.....20,567,170), cash equivalents (§.......... 0)
and short-term inVestMents ($.....4,946,477)........cvvieeeeeeeeeieeese st ssessssssssssssines | coevessessesiesans 25,513,647 | oo | e 25,513,647 | .coevvrerernen, 20,830,145
6. Contract loans (including §.......... 0 Premium NOES)......c.cvvieecrcrererereieeeee et eeereresesens | everesssssenenenns 1,186,409 | ..oovcveeiieeeeeeeeeeeees | v 1,186,409 | ..covvvvrne. 1,204,506
T DBIIVALIVES. .....ceeiceee ittt bbbt bbbt n s s bt | sebesseb et es et et en st nebentenne | bentenetnetent ettt en et et antens | erseeebeeten ettt (O O
8. OtheriNVESIBA SSEES.....c.cviviiiii ittt sttt sb sttt ss s snsstenes | sebesesssesisnseens 7,709,057 | coveeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeenieees | eveveeeeen i 7,709,057 | wovvvverre 8,042,686
9. RECEIVADIES fOr SECUMTIES. ... veuceecececereiseie ettt sttt eb st sentes | fressessessestssasssessessessastenes | eesesssssastastnssssssessessessantans | sbssssessessessessassnssnssnesnnes (O OO
10.  Securities 1ending reinVested COIALEIAl @SSELS.........ociiiiiiiieee e ees | ceeeeserereses s ssesesetesssans | eberesesssssesesesssesssssssseseses | cresesesesesesssssssssesesasnns [0 R
11. Aggregate Write-ins fOr INVESIBA @SSEES.........ccciiivieereei et | evesineseseeretetesesenneseesns [0 O | oo, (O 0
12.  Subtotals, cash and invested assets (LINES 110 11) ... | cveveverennene 415,618,978 | .ovoveeeeeeeeeeeeee, O 415,618,978 | ....ccucvue. 411,675,586
13. Title plants less §.......... 0 charged off (for Title INSUFEIS ONIY)........cvvieeirirereiereerreisrereirens | s neseeseseiessenees | reereereseensssssessssessssesnnses | eesesesnssssssnssssnsssseseseens 0 [,
14. Investmentincome due and ACCTUEBM............ceiieiiiiceieiice et sesrens | erertsbes e sens 5,044,418 | .o | e 5,044,418 | covvrern 4,828,524
15.  Premiums and considerations:
15.1 Uncollected premiums and agents' balances in the course of COlIECHON..........ccccveveees | vovvererereiiiieieenas 30,332 [ oo | e, 30,332 | o 20,400
15.2 Deferred premiums, agents' balances and installments booked but deferred
and not yet due (including §$.......... 0 earned but UNbilled PreMIUMS)......c.ccviveviviccreen | e ereenes | eerereretesssssseesseressssssenenss | eresesesssssesesssssesessssesns 0 oo
15.3 Accrued retrospective premiums (§.......... 0) and contracts subject to
redetermination ($.......... 0) ettt ettt sttt ees | sesebes e es st b s senies | eesiesessiesses st s s esaene | eeteeses sttt L0
16. Reinsurance:
16.1  Amounts recoVerable frOm FBINSUIETS........c.cuiiiriirireieieee i ssississies | ceneeerses st sssesessessens | sebsssessssssssssisessesessssessns | sebsessesessessesssssssenesesnes 0 | e
16.2 Funds held by or deposited With reiNSUrEd COMPANIES..........ccovuiviviviriierrereeeiieeceeeieres | ceererereressssseseesesesesssesees | eresesessssssesesessssssssssseseses | ceseeseresssesssessssesesesssnns 0 [,
16.3  Other amounts receivable Under reiNSUrANCE CONTACES.........c.ruierirririirierienieieeseisieens | crereeseeeessssesessesseeeenssees | seresessssssenssssssnsssssesssensses | sessssssnssesesnsssssessssnsens 0
17. Amounts receivable relating to UNINSUIEA PIANS..........corririierrirrre et sesesnsseens | eeereseeseseesesssesssssesssssssnnses | seeessseesssssssssesnssesessssesnsss | sessssssssassessssssesnssesssnnes 0 [,
18.1 Current federal and foreign income tax recoverable and interest thErON. ..o [ | e | seresensssseesssesesssnnes 0 [,
18.2 NEt AEFErTEA tAX @SSEL.... ... iviieciriereireieie bbbttt | febses bbbt b et eb sttt | eorebsensessasinsb st s s enentens | tbnebeeens st L0 OO
19.  Guaranty funds reCeivable OF ON AEPOSIL............ccvvereririiiicicieee ettt sesenes | seessseresesesessssssseresesesanans | eberesesessssesesesasesssssssseseses | sessesesesesesssssssesesesasnns 0 [,
20. Electronic data processing equipMENt and SOMWAIE.........ccoierieuriienriensesieessressssenes | veseessssssssssesessssessssssssssres | snssssessssessssssesssesnsssssssnss | siesssessssssessssesessssesssees 0 [,
21, Furniture and equipment, including health care delivery assets ($.......... 0] N IS 1,216 | oo 1,216 | o [0
22. Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign EXChaNQe rateS.........covviiririeniieis | e | cnsreresnsnsssnsesessnses | siesessssnsesessssesesssnsees 0 [,
23. Receivables from parent, subsidiaries and affiliates.............cccveiiiiiicceic e e serenes | et snenees | et 0 oo
24. Health care ($.......... 0) and other amMOUNES TECEIVADIE............ccvivivieeeecrereeesceeereessenines | ettt sssaens | erisisssesesessssssssssesesesessnies | sreresssssisisesesesesesssisines 0 [,
25. Aggregate write-ins for other than INVESLE @SSELS...........c.cvveeeiiiiiiecee e | et 550 | oo, B50 | e, (O 0
26. Total assets excluding Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected
Cell Accounts (Lines 12 throUgh 25)........c.cveeuiiiiicceeeceee e sessssssnes | ovevessesesesns 420,695,494 | ...cooovireeireieinns 1,766 | v 420,693,728 | ....cceoevnee 416,524,510
27. From Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected Cell ACCOUNES........c.verirres | coirerineinnienniesinsininees | erersisissssenessensenssssssnnss | seesssssssssssnssessssssesssnes L0
28, Total (LINES 26 @NG 27)......cuueerreeeiieererneeseeeseesseesesesessseesesesessssssasssessessesssssssessessssssssssessssssnes | sessessessanens 420,695,494 | ..o 1,766 | v 420,693,728 | .......cco...... 416,524,510
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LIABILITIES, SURPLUS AND OTHER FUNDS

1
Current
Statement Date

2
December 31
Prior Year

10.

1.
12.
13.

14.
151
15.2

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
21.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.

Aggregate reserve for life contracts §.......... Oless§....... 0

included in Line 6.3 (including §.......... 0 MOGCO RESEIVE)......oucvvciriiciiic ettt st bbb bbbttt
Aggregate reserve for accident and health contracts (including §......... 0 MOACO RESEIVE)......ocvvcriricicciss s
Liability for deposit-type contracts (including §.......... 0 MOACO RESEIVE).....oocveveevieririeeesseeissss s sssssss s sss s ssssssssanses
Contract claims:

A1 LB RS e e
4.2 ACCIBNT AN NBAIN........ceeeee et ettt s bbbttt s st s
Policyholders' dividends/refunds to members §.......... 0 and coupons §.......... 0 due and UNPaid..........c..eerveerrvreeriesesess s,
Provision for policyholders' dividends/refunds to members and coupons payable in following calendar year - estimated amounts:

6.1 Policyholder's dividends/refunds to members apportioned for payment (including $.......... 0 MOdCO)......vverrecieieriee e,
6.2  Policyholder's dividends/refunds to members not yet apportioned (including §.......... 0 MOACO)....oucrecrierieeiec e,
6.3  Coupons and similar benefits (including §.......... (000 o) U
Amount provisionally held for deferred dividend policies NOtINCIUAEA N LINE B.........vvverveerrereeeeseeeiesree s sssssseseans
Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health contracts received in advance

less §......... 0 discount; including §.......... 0 accident and health PrEMIUMS.........cc.vvevueveeieiesieeeete sttt ssnsessaees

9.1
9.2

9.3
94
Commissions to agents due or accrued - life and annuity contracts §.......... 0, accident and health §.......... 0

and deposit-type contract funds $.......... 0.ttt
Commissions and expense allowances payable on reiNSUraNCe aSSUMEM...........vvureririeiirisnsrssrsssssesssssssssessssssesssssssesssessssesens
General EXPENSES AUE OF ACCTUB.........cvuivreiciiecie ittt bbbttt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt
Transfers to Separate Accounts due or accrued (net) (including §.......... 0 accrued for expense

allowances recognized in reserves, Net of reiNSUEd AlIOWANCES).........cvvvrvvvereeriseie sttt ss ettt st s
Taxes, licenses and fees due or accrued, excluding federal INCOME TAXES...........virvrieieiierieieesre st sensnes
Current federal and foreign income taxes, including §.......... 0 on realized capital GaiNs (I0SSES)........ccrvveeeerererererrissees s ssssrenean,
NEt AEFEITEA tAX IADIIILY..........ovvcveeeeeeee sttt ettt bbbt b sttt
UNEarned INVESIMENTINCOME. ........cvuiviieicie st s bbb
Amounts withheld or retained by reporting entity as agent OF trUSEE..........cc.rvriirriir s
Amounts held for agents' account, including §.......... 0 agents' credit BalanCeS. ...
Remittances and iteMs NOt AlIOCALEM...........c.uecuicicccic st ettt
Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign EXChANGE FAES..........ccvuiiiriiecieciee s
Liability for benefits for employees and agents if NOt INCIUAEA GDOVE............covveverveecenecee s
Borrowed money §.......... 0 and interest thereon §......... 0.ttt
Dividends to stockholders declared and UNPAIG............cc.uecueverieeeenieecieeee ettt ss st sttt ss st ses
Miscellaneous liabilities:

24,01 ASSEE VAIUGLION FESBIVE. ..ottt sttt sttt bbbt s st et s bbbt e bbbttt
24.02 Reinsurance in unauthorized and certified ($.......... 0) COMPANIES.....voorvrrrerrereeseeeiee st sss st snssenssnees
24.03 Funds held under reinsurance treaties with unauthorized and certified (§.......... 0) FBINSUIETS......ouecvvecrireriieeriee e esssane,
24.04 Payable to parent, subsidiaries and AffiliAeS...........cc.riueeiieiieiisciece st
24.05 Drafts QUISTANGING.........cccevecieeises ettt s bbb bbb bbbt e bttt
24.06 Liability for amounts held under UNINSUMEA PIANS............vvecueieeieinee sttt sttt ss st es bt sentans
24.07 Funds held UNAET COMSUIANCE. ........c.uiriuieiscsicsiessiessis s bbb bbbt
24,08 DTIVALIVES.......cvveresirisssscsiesisessses st s s bbbt
24,09 Payable fOr SECUMTIES. ... cvvrvvriresiriressie ittt ss sttt
24,10 Payable for SECUMHIES IBNAING........cvvrrerereiriirerisnsise ettt s bbb
2411 Capital notes §......... 0 and interest thereon §........... 0.
Aggregate WHE-INS fOr lIADIIES. ..ottt bbbttt
Total liabilities excluding Separate Accounts bUSINESS (LINES 110 25)......vvuiuciciiieieeice sttt
From Separate ACCOUNTS STAIBMENL............ccvviiviereieeeee ettt st s s sttt sttt
Total IaDIlIIES (LINES 28 AN 27).......u.ceoeeeeveeeeeeeee st ssse sttt ss sttt s st an s st st ess s st s st ssnssensanes
COMMON CAPILAI STOCK........vurveervieveriisese ettt et ss st st s e ss bbb bbb s s bbb s s st en st en st sses s s s st stanes
Preferred CaPItal SIOCK..........vvieviseiiiesiice st
Aggregate write-ins for other-than-special SUPIUS fUNGS. ...t
SUMPIUS NOLES......oecveeciict ettt st bbb bbb bbb bRt b bbb bbb bbb bbbttt
Gross paid in and CONMDUIBA SUMPIUS.........cvucvieiiiiecieie ettt sttt bbbt bbbt bbbttt
Aggregate write-ins for SPECIAl SUIPIUS TUNDS...........ccouuiiieiiieciireisseee sttt
UNGSSIGNEA FUNAS (SUMPIUS)....vvuvvervecriesereiesssss et sss st sss s st s st s s bbb st s bbbt s st e e sttt
Less treasury stock, at cost:

361 .. 0.000 shares common (value included in Line 29§......... )OO
362 .. 0.000 shares preferred (value included in Line 30 §.......... 0.t
Surplus (Total Lines 31 + 32 + 33 + 34 + 35 - 36) (including §.......... 0 in Separate Accounts Statement)...........cccoveveriveieeiniinerineinnn.
TotalS Of LINES 29, 30 NG 37 ...ttt bbb s et et b bbbt a st s et sttt
Totals of Lines 28 and 38 (Page 2, LINE 28, COL 3)......ccvieiirce ettt b bbbt bbb

............................. 814,535

............................. 724,693

...................... 377,005,611

...................... 374,376,504

........................ 43,688,117

........................ 42,148,006

........................ 43,688,117

........................ 42,148,006

...................... 420,693,728

...................... 416,524,510
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
1 2 3
Current Prior Prior Year Ended
Year to Date Year to Date December 31

1. Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health CONtracts...........c..cccceveieieieeccceccceccceecceeeeens | e, 6,669,300 | ....ccoovrrnne. 4,209,928 | ................ 18,944,367
2. Considerations for supplementary contracts with life CONINGENCIES..........ccceiiiiieiicrceccse e seissiens | ettt beses s | sebsstesessstes st sssessbsstenes | essesssessessssessesasbessesaeeas
3. NEtINVESIMENT INCOME. ... .cuieiice ettt ettt bbbt b et b et b ettt b en bbb sn st st ens et et snsetanans | tessesesesantasns 7,710,796 | ovvvevvvernn 3,854,911 | ovvvie 15,841,382
4. Amortization of Interest Maintenance RESEIVE (IMR)...........couuiieueeeiieeeccceteee ettt sttt esae s ssssesanens | evessesssssssesassnes 94314 | 101,734 | oo, 405,470
5. Separate Accounts net gain from operations excluding Unrealized Gains OF IOSSES............cceiviiuiveieririeireiieie e | et sssisssesis | eesesesiese s sessssiessens | sesessessesssssesessessesseses
6. Commissions and expense allowances 0N FEINSUFANCE CEUEBM...........c.ovuiuiuiuieeeietecie ettt ssessesees | eresesissestesssssessssssssanss | essessesssessssesssessessessans | sesesssssssssssssssesessseseeses
7. Reserve adjustments 0N reINSUFANCE CEABM. .........ccciiiiiiieeiess ettt b et sebs bbbt bbbt st s st ssessssesas | ststessesssssssssssssessssssetenns | soesetsssesessssssssesseressssetens | essessssssssessssesssensesessnsans
8. Miscellaneous Income:

8.1 Income from fees associated with investment management, administration and contract guarantees

TTOM SEPATAIE ACCOUNES.......coucvecveciscicieict bbb bbb st e et sttt s s bt es bt | srebsessessessessessessessantsstans | sesessssessesessesestessastenss | sbesbssesesessesaes e ssesseneas

8.2 Charges and fees for depOSIt-tyPE CONMTACES..........cvvcviieeece ettt et sss s snsssessnsnsas | sresessssessssnsssessesssssntasens | sossesessnsesssssssenssssssssntass | sesesesessssessssesssassssessenss

8.3 Aggregate write-ins for MISCEIANEOUS INCOME...........cviviiiiriieicie ettt s bbb bnes | sssessebessenesessesnenes 990 | oo 1105 | o, 20,491
9. TOtalS (LINES 110 8.3)... ittt bbbttt bbb ntenns | enernsiesaneaes 14,475,360 | ....ccovvnnee. 8,167,678 | ......cc....... 35,211,710
10, DEAN DENEMIS......vuiirecccc bbbt s bt aenas | sbeesiereneraen s 910,926 | ..coocvervrerrnnn. 732,476 | .covererrnn, 2,947,289
11. Matured endowments (excluding guaranteed annual pUre ENAOWMENLS)..........c.cuuiiuiveiiirieiiieicieee et sesieses | eevessesesessssesssssessessasss | sresssssssssssiessesessessssies | essessisssssesssessssesssssns
12, ANNUIEY DENEMILS. ....oocveciicieicc ettt bbbt s st ss st st b st st sensaens | sressnsnsansanns 4150472 | coovovrnee, 3,785,524 | ...ccoouc. 15,861,490
13. Disability benefits and benefits under accident and health COMIACES. ... | cervesesesss s sssenses | ersessssessesissessessssessesissens | sressesissessesssessesssessesaees
14. Coupons, guaranteed annual pure endowments and SIMIlAr DENETIS. ..ot nas | cereesessesssse e sessesessssenses | srsesessessessssessessssessessssens | sbessesissessesissessesssessesanes
15. Surrender benefits and withdrawals for [ife CONMTACES............ciiiicic et snssrens | cvererssesseresineens 158,613 | v, 119,748 | oo, 525,812
16, GIOUD CONMVEISIONS........couiveivuircisetietsessesse et s st s st s b st sttt b bbb s s b s b b s s bt bbbt bbb bbb s b ae b bt b st ssensestansas | aebaessessessesssssessassessantanss | suesssssssnsaesessesestessentes | esbesssssssnsasssesessesaessns
17. Interest and adjustments on contract or deposit-type CONtract fUNGS............ccovvecuivrcicicccccee e | cteerereesesees e, 43975 | oo, 42182 | oo, 760,700
18. Payments on supplementary contracts With [ife CONTINGENCIES..........cciiceiiieeee et ss st ssssees | seresessssssssessessssssssssstesss | stessesesssssssessessssssesessnses | setessssssissesssesssssssssesasens
19. Increase in aggregate reserves for life and accident and health CONraCS............ccouciiueiciccieieccee e | cverteniereien, 4,069,440 | .................. 2221218 | oo, 10,396,020
20. Totals (LINES 100 19). ...ttt bbb et b bbb | eebsbeaaesenaes 9,333,426 | ...ocvvrnnne. 6,901,148 | ....cccco..... 30,491,311
21. Commissions on premiums, annuity considerations and deposit-type contract funds (direct business only)........c..ccoeeeeveeei | ceveervcrrirerne, 116,312 | oo, 63,730 | oo, 317,576
22. Commissions and expense allowances 0N rEINSUTANCE @SSUMEM............cciiveiuirireciireeiisieie e s et ssesaes | eesessessesessesssssessessessans | sesssssssesssessesessessessesss | stessissessissesessesessessesens
23. General insurance expenses and fraterNal EXPENSES. .........covevcuevereeerietie st estestesee st s tesse s sss et essesse s sessnssssesensessesenssnes | eesessesssessesanens 898,182 | ..ovvever. 1,064,257 | ..o, 3,295,310
24. Insurance taxes, licenses and fees, excluding federal INCOME tAXES.........cuvvrveeeirrieeeicirie st ssssssesssssssens | svessessesessessesnens 34,282 | .o, 31,770 | e, 118,288
25. Increase in loading on deferred and UNCOIIECIEA PrEMIUMS........c..cuviueiiciiieicisete ettt ettt et sbssbenss | ssbestessbessessbessessssestesss | esebessesssastesissassesstantes | sebessessssessesassessesansessesans
26. Net transfers to or (from) Separate ACCOUNLS NEL Of FRINSUTANCE. .........c.eviiieriiieicie et essens | resesessesessesessessassessans | sessssssssesesesesessessestesss | susssssssssessesessesessesessas
27. Aggregate Write-ins fOr BAUCHONS..........c.cveieieieececcee sttt bbbttt ssensntns | sestessssssssnsanes (219,673)] covvereirnans (169,035) | ..ovvvrrrrernans (327,461)
28. TOtAlS (LINES 20 10 27)......ucveiiiieiiieiieiitectseietse ettt sttt bbb bbb et b bbb b e ras | eerensniensanns 10,162,529 | .....ccccouee. 7,891,870 | ..cccevnee. 33,895,024
29. Net gain from operations before dividends to policyholders and federal income taxes (Line 9 minus Ling 28).........ccccccovveee | cevvevrerernnne, 4,312,831 | oo, 275,808 | ..cvvvvrernn 1,316,686
30. Dividends to policyholders and refunds t0 MEMDETS..........cccciiuieiicic ettt bbbt | evaetesserstessesanens TTA455 | oo, TA4435 | oo 424 834
31. Net gain from operations after dividends to policyholders, refunds to members and

before federal income taxes (LiN€ 29 MINUS LINE 30)........c.civiiiiiieicriceseeee ettt besaens | svsessssessssnens 4,235,376 | oo 201,373 | oo, 891,852
32. Federal and foreign income taxes incurred (excluding tax on Capital GAINS).........cveiueuieiicieieieiee ety | ereseresssiessssiesssssessans | sesssssssssssssssessessessassesss | srssssssssssssessessessessessasens
33. Net gain from operations after dividends to policyholders, refunds to members and federal income taxes and

before realized capital gains or (10sses) (Line 31 MINUS LINE 32)........cciuiviiiiiieiiieeie e siesssvessssissesssssessssssens | eevesssesaenns 4,235,376 | oo, 201,373 | oo 891,852
34. Net realized capital gains (losses) (excluding gains (losses) transferred to the IMR) less capital gains

taxof §.......... 0 (excluding taxes of $.......... 0 transferred 10 the IMR)..........cc.eiveieiecies e ssiesseessssssssssesssssssssssenssens | enseessssssesisssssssssisssinnies | soesseisssissessss N RVET 6,960,683
35. Netincome (LINE 33 PIUS LINE 34).........cvieiiiceie ettt ettt bbb bbbttt st | ebesbensesensanens 4,235,376 | .o 242548 | ..o 7,852,535

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS ACCOUNT

36. Capital and SUrplus, DECEMDET 31, PrIOT YBAI.........c..cevicreeieees ettt ess sttt s st easssnss s s st sensstsnsnes | svessssesssesns 42,148,006 | ................ 32,374,585 | oo 32,374,585
37, NEtINCOME (LINE 35)....uviiviiieiiiiesississississt ettt ettt bbbttt bbb n s s st | setsnsssssesansses 4,235,376 | .oovvovrerrrren, 242,548 | ..o, 7,852,535
38. Change in net unrealized capital gains (losses) less capital gains tax of §.......... 0 | s (3,754,239) | cooverererirs 438,722 | oo, 3,188,390
39. Change in net unrealized foreign exchange capital GAIN (I0SS).........ccueiuriuiiuiciicieiee e | rebesesses s essssessessessans | sebessssseseseses st essestesss | sbessisssesssesesesesseseseas
40. Change in Net defErmed INCOME 1AX..........c.coiiireieceeeieeeecie ettt bbbt s s st s s ssssssssssas | ersisssssnssesssssesssssessasssnss | sbessisssssnsanssessnssessessesies | estessisssssssssesssseseessns
41, Change in NONAAMILIEA @SSELS........ccvivceiicerceei ettt et s st s a sttt s st es et ss st senssbasansnsasans | tesssesssessesesnsesasanes 730 | oo 730 | o, 2,919
42. Change in liability for reinsurance in unauthorized and Certified COMPANIES..........c.cccivciiiiiiicieeree et saeses | sevessessessssesessssesessssesses | srsessssessessssessessssesesissens | sressesissessesssessessssessesaees
43. Change in reserve on account of change in valuation basis, (INCTEASE) OF AECIEASE...........cc.cucueieeveveireiiereeeieese et setesaes | ceressessessssesessssessssssseses | ssesessessessssesssssssesessssens | sressessssessessssessessssessssnens
44, Change in @SSt VAIUGLION TESEIVE.........c..cvveer ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt snass et sn st s sen et s senses s sanses s sensesenssnsesnsanes | svesssssesensanens 1,051,710 | .o, (T1,719) | e (1,209,880)
45, CRANGE N HTEASUY SLOCK........cvuieeieieieccet ettt ettt sttt b bbb bbb et s st sa s s b st s s s bt s banssnss | eesiesssssssesssssesssssessassnss | stessissssnsanssnssnssessessesses | estessisssssssansieseesesenssns
46. Surplus (contributed to) withdrawn from Separate ACCOUNS AUING PEIIOM.........c.cvceivriieeieieseeee ettt sssaessnes | sereresssesssessesssssssssssssesss | sresssesssssesessesssssssssssnses | seesessssesssssssssssessssnsesasans
47. Other changes in surplus in Separate ACCOUNES SEAIBMENT............cciviiieiciccee ettt b s saes | sesesbessessssessessssessessssenses | srsessssessessssessessssessessssens | sressesissessesssessesssessesaees
48, Change i SUIPIUS NOES.........cvvivriiiiecseteict ettt bbb bbb bbbt b bbb bbb ssens | sessebsesessessessessastessantanss | sbessesessessesessesestessantes | essessssessesessessesessessans
49. Cumulative effect of changes in aCCOUNTING PHINCIPIES. ..ottt ssens | sesessessssesssssessessessessssss | sbsssissesiesesessesessessesses | essessisssesesesessesessessns
50. Capital changes:

L o PO PO ST U T SO SO OU BET R SRTR

50.2 Transferred from SUrPIUS (SOCK DIVIAEN)..........c.ccuviuiiiiicicic ettt sttt saes | sbsebssssssessssesstessessbessess | suebebessesssessesstessesestasss | essessessssessssssesssessesanens

50.3 TranSTEITEA 10 SUMPIUS.......cvuivieiieriiiie ettt bbbt b bbbt b bbb bbb bbb bsens | Hebsessessessestessastessantantans | sessessessessesessesestessastenss | sbssssssessesessessessessessesens
51. Surplus adjustment:

B PAIA Nttt et bbb e b e a st a sttt s e b et ees e sas | eebense s s e st esaessestententans | eebebnsesees e bees e siessesteses | srestessstnse s s st rens

51.2 Transferred to capital (STOCK DIVIAEN)..........civiiieeieeeeees ettt ettt esss b se s sssstessssesasans | ersessssssssessnsessssnsasensnsesss | sressesessssessssssessssssesassnses | stesessesssissesssnsessssnsesases

513 Transferred frOM CAPILAL..........cccciiireiciee ettt st b bbb bbb st s b st s bessens | sbsebessessetsssesstessesebessess | suebisbessesstessesstessesentanas | sessebaetessesnteste s bensesaneas

51.4 Change in SUrpluS as @ reSUIL Of FEINSUTANCE..........c..c.curieciciriee ettt ettt bs s b b s enbessees | sbsebessessssessesssessesstessess | suebstessesssesssssstessesantasss | essesassessesassassesssessesanens
52. DIVIAENAS 10 SIOCKNOIABIS.........oeeeceeeee ettt ettt ettt n st n st s ensssessnsessssssesessnsesanans | eesesesessesassssessssnsesansesess | svessesessssssesssessssnsesassntes | stesessesessssssesnsesassnsesanes
53. Aggregate write-ins for gains and 10SSES IN SUMPIUS............ccueuevevcieieieie et sesss sttt sesssenes | cvessiesnsnsensssenses 6,534 | .o, (1,652) | ..vvvrrrnan. (60,543)
54. Net change in capital and surplus (LINES 37 throUGh 53).........c.cceecire ettt sse s st ssss s ssssssssenes | cvvsenensesineeens 1,540 111 | oo, 608,629 | .................. 9,773,421
55. Capital and surplus as of statement date (LINES 36 + 54)........cccviueieiicciece ettt ae s bnes | evnsesssnees 43,688,117 | o, 32,983,214 | oo 42,148,006
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Deadline Extended to

December 31, 2020

1st Year Premium Waived on
Juvenile Enrichment Plan (JEP)

. 1st year premium waived on
$10,000 Term Insurance *

. $14 annual premium

. Premium never increases

. Guaranteed convertibility at any time
up to age 25 (no medical examination
required)

. College scholarships available

. Free newspaper subscription

. Youth activities

All applications must be
received in the Home
Office postmarked
by December 31, 2020.

FCSU FINANCIAL®
First Catholic Slovak Union
6611 Rockside Rd, Suite 300
Independence, OH 44131
800-533-6682
fesu@fcsu.com
www.fcsu.com

*Higher amounts available - please contact your
Branch Officer or the Home Office
Standard underwriting applies.

ARE YOU PLANNING ON PASSING
YOUR ASSETS TO LOVED ONES?

‘‘‘‘‘

Then consider

WEALTH TRANSFER

Wealth management
through our Single Premium Whole Life Policy

Here are the benefits:

. Avoid income tax
. Avoid probate

. Cash value growth

Interested? Call 800.533.6682 today!

FCSU Financial - First Catholic Slovak Union
Contact your branch officer or the home office
6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, OH, 44131,
800.533.6682, www.fcsu.com, insurance@fcsu.com

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2020

Plan akead and lecave a
posaitive legacy behind

DID YOU KNOW THAT...?

According to a recent article in TIME magazine the cost of a
$6,000 and $15,000 with

between
average of $7,775?

funeral is

Don’t Ieaveﬁfmra’nmal burden
for your famlly or loved ones.

7 -

Inquire today about
FIMAL EXPERMNSE
INSURANCE

The sooner you do,‘_ the les

FCSU Financial - First Catholic Slovak Union
Contact Branch Officer or the home office
6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, OH, 44131, 800.533.6682,
www.fcsu.com, insurance@fcsu.com

E——————
Fcsu

FEATURES:

SINGLE
Pay ONE
oo PREMIUM
and have
fully paid-up

Protect your family’s future

life insurance

Issued in any

amount Purchase Single Premium
(85000 or more)  Whole Life Insurance
Excellent for coverage for your Children,
Estate Planning  Grandchildren or Yourself.
or final expenses.

(Subject to To learn more go to
normal under- www.fcsu.com or contact
writing)

your local branch officer

or call
~ First Catholic Slovak Union

~ at 1-800-533-6682.




