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President's New Year Message
STASTNY NOVY ROK — HAPPY NEW YEAR 2019

Blessings and best wishes to you
and your families in 2019.

I would also like to express on behalf of the First Catholic
Slovak Union sincere condolences to all of you who have
experienced a loss of a loved one in 2018.

Our Catholic Faith teaches us that while our time on this
Earth is short we can look forward to Eternal Life with our
Father.

2019 promises to be another year filled with challenges,
challenges we have met successfully these past several
years. | have completed my 12th year as President of our
Society. | am confident about the future.

Our Congress is once again facing a “fiscal cliff’ issue
to fund the Government. However, the larger issue of the
national budget, deficit spending and entitiements, including
Medicare and Social Security, will probably be again put-off
for future discussion.

The recent gyrations of the stock market have people

concerned. The Society invested carefully and with as much
flexibility as possible to protect your money and the Society.
Our surplus stands at record highs.

On another note, it is time for New Year Resolutions. Lose
weight, don't forget your wife’s or husband’s birthday and
other special events, don’t procrastinate etc., are resolutions
we all have made, probably more than once.

How about making another 2019 Resolution: getting your
financial life in order? Have you started a plan for the future,
whatever your age? Do you take advantage of a 401 (K)
plan at your place of employment? Do you have an IRA and
make annual contributions with us, the FCSU?

The FCSU offers a variety of both ROTH and regular IRA
plans. Get into the habit of saving. See our notices in the
Jednota. Have you ordered a copy of the FCSU Estate Plan-
ning Booklet - Your Personal Record Keeper? Just give a
call, write or email us a request. There is no charge. It is an
invaluable tool.

New Year Resolution time
can also apply to our spiritual
life. We all can improve. Maybe
we can help a son or daugh-
ter or other family member in
finding Christ either directly or
through good example. It can
work with gentle, loving persis-
tence.

2019 will be a time for reflec-
tion and planning for our Soci-
ety and for you and your future.

Happy New Year to you and Andrew M. Rajec
may 2019 bring you peace and
love.

Fraternally,

Andrew M. Rajec
National President
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ALLFCSU
College-bound
Seniors:

Don’t let a scholarship oppor-
tunity fly away! The FCSU is now
accepting applications for its
2019 Scholarship Program.

See page 3 for details.
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Insights and Viewpoints

St. Vincent Archabbey — Homily, Father Killian Loch, 0.S.B., Father Edward Mazich, 0.S.B.

66 - 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time -
January 20, 2019

Although the Church’s annual cycle
of worship began with Advent, some six
weeks ago, today’s readings re-launch the
Church into the “ordinary time” of the year
following our celebration of the Advent and
Christmas seasons. They do so on a note
of joyful missionary zeal: the first reading
from Isaiah conveys a sense of the obliga-
tion that the prophet felt—and that we are to feel—to share the
good news of redemption and vindication with all whom we en-
counter. The Psalmist furthers this theme, urging us to spread the
Good News abroad: “Sing to the Lord a new song...Announce his
salvation, day after day. Tell his glory among the nations; among all
peoples, his wondrous deeds” (Ps 96:2-3).

Having been given the impetus to share this message far and wide, it remains to consider
how we are to go about our evangelical task. Saint Paul provides some insight here through
the advice he gives to the early Corinthian Christians. He writes of the “different kinds of
spiritual gifts” and “different forms of service” that each believer brings to the larger commu-
nity, all of which are intended to draw us closer to him. Paul emphasizes that every Christian
has such a gift and every Christian is meant to take some part in the work of evangelization:
“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit” (1 Cor 12:7).

With this fervor stirred within us at mass, we then hear the story from the Gospel of John
about Jesus turning water into wine at Cana, and we might ask ourselves what that has to do
with Isaiah’s exhortation and the Psalmist’s zeal for sharing the message of salvation. The
account of Mary coming to Jesus and asking him to help the embarrassed bride and groom
is one we can all appreciate, and Jesus’ action of taking water and not only turning it into
wine but wine fine enough to receive the admiration of the head waiter strikes every reader,
but its place in the current stream of scripture readings can be hard to figure out.

If we think carefully however, we recall that turning water into wine at the wedding at Cana
was the very first of Jesus’ seven “signs” in the Gospel of John. These signs—the evange-
list uses the Greek word semeia to describe these incidents, literally meaning “sign"—are
intended to reveal who Jesus was and to evoke belief in him on the part of those who ob-
served the signs. John himself tells us: “Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana
in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him” (John 2:11).

The signs of John’s Gospel unfold over the course of just over two years as Jesus goes
about his ministry in Galilee and Jerusalem, and they more or less follow a course of increas-
ing impressiveness, from the water turned into wine recounted today, to the feeding of the
multitude and walking on the Sea of Galilee in the middle of Jesus’ public life, to the raising
of Lazarus from the dead shortly before Christ's own death and resurrection.

Now maybe we can see how the story of the wedding at Cana fits into today’s schema of
readings: the signs of John’s Gospel are meant to elicit faith in Jesus—to bring new mem-
bers to the fold and to strengthen the faith of those who already believe in him. Isaiah’s joyful
proclamation of the Lord’s salvation came to its fullness in Christ; let us join together with the
prophet, the Psalmist, Paul the apostle, John the evangelist and all our fellow believers in
bringing this Good News to those whom we encounter in this new year.

NEWSPAPER DEADLINEY

All copy is due by 4:30 PM., THE MONDAY OF THE WEEK BEFORE THE IS-
SUE DATE, unless otherwise stated below because of special holiday sched-
uling. Copy that is not received by this deadline will not necessarily appear
in the following Wednesday’s issue.

Issue Date

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 13
WEDNESDAY, MAR. 13 MONDAY, MAR. 4
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10 MONDAY, APRIL 1

Correspondents who are announcing events should allow ample time
for them to be received by the readership, taking into account the publi-
cation schedule and the extra time in the postal system.

Send all copy (English AND Slovak) to:

Teresa Ivanec, Editor; fcsulifeeditor@gmail.com

First Catholic Slovak Union, Attention “JEDNOTA”

6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300, Independence, OH 44131-2398
FAX: 216-642-4310

Fr. Edward Mazich,
0.S.B.

Copy Date
MONDAY, FEB. 4

January 27, 2019 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
I Corinthians 12: 12 - 30
Gospel -Luke 1: 1 -4; 4: 14 - 21

It is common that shortly after a man is ordained to the priesthood he returns to his home
parish to celebrate his First Mass, or Mass of Thanksgiving. There
he is in the Church he grew up in and possible was Baptized in,
received his First Communion in, and was Confirmed. He is sur-
rounded by family, friends and neighbors who watched him grow up
and supported him during his years of seminary study. Hi begins
his priestly ministry in a place that is full of memories of his life
experiences and the joy of the local people seeing him ordained
a priest. The event of a priest’s First Mass is very similar to what
we hear in the Gospel for this weekend. We are told that after
Jesus was baptized by John, and was tempted in the desert, he
returned home. There is something rather touching in that of all the
places Jesus could have begun his ministry, such as Jerusalem, he
chose to go to his hometown. While Jesus came as Savior of the
World, he never denied that he was born to Mary, and grew up in
Nazareth where he learned the carpenter’s trade. He returns to his
hometown to his home synagogue and there reads from the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah, and
preaches his first sermon.

Jesus chose the sixty-first chapter of the Prophet Isaiah for his reading, and when he
completes it he announces that this passage is fulfilled in their hearing. Jesus told them that
he is anointed to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to prisoners, give sight to
the blind, and set free those who are oppressed. Jesus leaves his home town and the rest of
his ministry is his doing just that, he heals the sick, comforts the sorrowing, feeds the hungry,
cast out demons, brings the dead back to life, and proclaims the Good News. He continues
to touch each one of us with his saving presence by his personal presence in our lives and
in the ministry of the Church. Just as Jesus would send out his disciples to do great things
in his name, he calls us to be instruments of his mission. In First Corinthians Saint Paul tells
us how we can do this. He writes of how we, the Church, are the “Body of Christ”, and he
makes a beautiful and detailed analogy of the human body with the members of the Church,
Body of Christ. The numerous members of the Church are blessed with particular gifts
and he gives a list of the individuals present in the church at his time; apostles, prophets,
teachers, of their call to do mighty deeds. There is the list of the ministries that are present;
healers, assistance, administration, those who speak in tongues and those who interpret. Al
of these gifts, so different in many ways, serve one purpose to build up the Body of Christ.

The lesson in these readings is one that calls us to follow the example of Jesus and not
to be afraid to minister at home and in our own parishes and communities. Sometimes this
ministry to family and friends can be challenging and difficult, but part of our call is to live
our faith at home. At the same time the reading from Saint Paul can give us the comfort at
knowing that we are not alone, for we are united with all members of the Church as the Body
of Christ. Christ is our head and is personally involved with each of us. Whether at home or
away may we use the gifts we are blessed with to live and proclaim the Good News.

Fr. Killian Loch,
0.S.B.

If each member would sign up just one new member,
we could double our Society immediately

THINK ABOUT ITY
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Fr. Furdek Heads to the Home Office This Year

In September of 1890, twelve men un-
der the Ieadershlp of Father Stefan Fur-
dek, gathered in Cleveland, OH to form the
First Catholic Slovak Union. Father Furdek
remained a guiding force for our Society
throughout his life, and is buried in Calvary
Cemetery in Cleveland.

This year, his statue begins its journey to
the Home Office in Independence, OH from
Jednota Properties in Middletown, PA. Look
for more coverage of Father’s journey in up-
coming editions of Jednota.

The 65” statue is
carefully removed
from its base
and will be sent
for refurbishing
before beginning
its journey to the
First Catholic
Slovak Union’s
Home Office in
Independence,
OH.

ARE YOU PLANNING ON PASSING
YOUR ASSETS TO LOVED ONES?

From the desk

of the Executive Secretary
Kenneth A. Arendt

Then consider

w E A LT H T R A N s F E R THE FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
IS NOW ACCEPTING 2019 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
Wealth management
through our Single Premium Whole Life Policy

Ninety (90) ONE-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS will be awarded to the winners.

« 85 scholarships in the amount of $1000.00.

« A “Philip Hrobak Scholarship” and “Stephanie Husek Scholarship” in the amount of $1,250.00
each will be awarded to the highest ranking male and female applicants respectively.

Here are the benefits:

« Three Scholarships of $1000.00 each will be given from the “John A. Sabol Nursing Scholarship

¢ AVOld iIncome tax Fund” to applicants who have been accepted into either an approved three or four year hospital
nursing program or a fully-accredited college of their choice.
a Avoid probate In addition, upon proof of college graduation and completed insurance application,

each recipient will be issued a paid up $3,000 Single Premium Life Insurance Policy.

. Cash value grOWth For rules, requirements and applications go to

www.fcsu.com/membership-benefits/scholarships

Interested? Call 800.533.6682 tﬂdﬂYI -or ca.II the Home Office at 800.533.6682

FCSU Financial - First Catholic Slovak Union
Contact your branch officer or the home office
6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, OH, 44131,
800.533.6682, www.fcsu.com, insurance@fcsu.com

Applications must be postmarked by midnight,
February 28, 2019
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Message from The National Chaplain

The Church in the United States observes a “Day of Prayer
for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children” each January 22.
Catholics are invited to observe this day through prayer and per-
forming acts of penance.

In the days leading up to January 22, the United States Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops is promoting participation in a novena
called 9 Days for Life, which begins January 14, 2019. Novenas
have their roots in the first two chapters of the Acts of the Apos-
tles which tells of 120 people, including Mary and the apostles,
gathered in a room waiting for the bestowal of the Holy Spirit. A
summary of each day of 9 Days for Life is offered for you to unite
your voices and hearts with countless others who long for the day
when every unborn child may have life outside the womb. More detailed information on 9
Days for Life can be found at 9DaysforLife.com.

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta

Day One: Monday, January 14, 2019

Intention: For a culture of life to grow ever stronger in our communities.

Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be

Reflection:  Changing a culture is a process that begins in each person’s heart. It

includes a willingness to be taught by Jesus and draw close to him.

Act of Reparation: Reflect on how God is asking you to build a culture of life in your
home.
Day Two: Tuesday, January 15, 2019

Intention: For all people to embrace the truth that every life is a good and perfect
gift and is worth living.

Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be

Reflection:  The presence of an illness or disability never diminishes the value of a

human life. Every person is a gift, not because of what he or she has done or might do, but
because of who he or she is, a child of God.

Act of Reparation: Consider using the time you would normally use to watch televi-
sion or engage in social media to reflect on today’s message.

Day Three:  Wednesday, January 16, 2019
Intention: For all who have experienced sexual abuse to receive justice,
healing, and God’s peace.
Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be
Reflection:  Revelations in our day that sexual abuse has been taking place in our

schools, churches, workplaces, offices, and homes for many years show how widespread it
is. Itis with prayer and hope that all victims of abuse who have suffered in silence for a long
time will find the healing and justice they deserve.

Act of Reparation: Fast from one meal today.

Day Four: Thursday, January 17, 2019

Intention: For God's peace to come upon all who travel upon the path of adoption.
Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be
Reflection:  Countless challenges are faced by families hoping to adopt children and

mothers considering placing their children for adoption. Pray for those in the adoption pro-
cess to be filled with the hope of Christ.
Act of Reparation: Make an act of faith, hope, or love.

Day Five: Friday, January 18, 2019

Intention: For every person suffering from the loss of a child through abortion to find
hope and healing in Christ.

Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be

Reflection:  God’s greatest desire is to forgive, regardless how serious or how far we

have strayed. It is never too late to receive the mercy and forgiveness of God through the
Sacrament of Penance.
Act of Reparation: Abstain from meat.

Day Six: Saturday, January 19, 2019

Intention: For victims and survivors of human trafficking.
Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be
Reflection:  Migrants and refugees, homeless youth and runaway youth, are prime

targets to be lured into situations where they are trafficked or enslaved with no means of
escape. In 2016, almost half of the reported victims of human trafficking were foreign nation-
als.

Act of Reparation: Sleep tonight without a pillow to serve as a reminder the suffer-
ings of those in our world who are enslaved.

Day Seven:  Sunday, January 20, 2019

Intention: For people longing to welcome a child into their family be filled with trust
in the loving plan of God.

Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be

Reflection:  Couples finding themselves unable to bring a child into the world through

their loving union are often deeply disappointed. Yet we believe that God loves us with a
tenderness and compassion that is beyond our imagination.

Act of Reparation: Share Christ's love with those who need encouragement the
most.

Day Eight:  Monday, January 21, 2019

Intention: For those nearing the end of their lives to receive medical care that re-
spects their dignity and protects their lives.

Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be

Reflection:  The dying process is a sacred time, one during which a person prepares
for the next life. The practice of assisted suicide sees people in their final stage of life as a
problem to be eliminated.

Act of Reparation: Pray a decade of the rosary for your deceased family and
friends, as well as for the departed who have no one to pray for them.

Day Nine: Tuesday, January 22, 2019

Intention: For an end to abortion.

Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary (3 times), Glory Be

Reflection:  Today marks the 46th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade and Doe vs. Bolton.

These decisions of the Supreme Court made it legal for abortions to be performed in the
United States without limitation or restriction.
Act of Reparation: Eat only three meals today, abstain from snacks.

From the Desk of the Executive
Secretary — Holiday Hours
The Home Office and
Jednota Estates Office

will be closed on Monday, February 16,2019,

in observance of Presidents’ Day.

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Tony Rossi, Director of Communications, The Christophers

A Link in the Chain

Blessed John Henry Newman wrote many beautiful prayers reflecting his reverence for
God and appreciation for the gift of life. One of my personal favorites — and a great one to
keep in mind as we enter a new year - is entitled “The Mission of My Life” in which New-
man offers a meditation on the way grace works in our lives to chart a course of profound
purpose. The prayer opens: “God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has
committed some work to me which He has not committed to another. | have my mission. |
may never know it in this life, but | shall be told it in the next. | am a link in a chain, a bond
of connection between persons.”

The Christophers’ 1957 film “A Link in the Chain” echoes those words. The film stars
James Cagney as the elderly Professor Graham, who questions whether he has served as
a positive influence on the college students he has taught in his long career. He thinks of
three students in particular.

Professor Graham recalls Peter Fielding, a young man with a malformed foot who gets
caught drawing a caricature of Graham in class. Graham later challenges Fielding to draw
his own caricature and this exercise reveals the young man’s struggle with self-hatred.
Graham chides him, saying, “If you could count the gifts and talents that have been given
you, if you could learn confidence in yourself and compassion for others, those hands could
perform miracles.”

Fielding responds by hurrying off, upset with his professor’s words, but later in life he
becomes a Pulitzer Prize winning artist of caricatures, known for avoiding ridicule and shed-
ding compassionate insight on his subjects. The film then shows Graham steering a young
woman away from social protest and towards personal outreach to the poor. She goes on to
become a courageous missionary in service to those in need. And later, Professor Graham
discovers that he has influenced the school’s best athlete to turn down professional sports
contracts in favor of becoming an educator.

Finally, at the end of his life, Professor Graham comes to understand the divine purpose
at work in his own path as an educator, saying, ‘I, too, was but a link in the chain, a chain
that was first forged with the Word, the Word of God. From Him came all the great words.
Words that were given to us to be repeated endlessly until their inner meaning is understood
and accepted.”

No matter what circumstances we find ourselves in, we can become a part of setting in
motion this amazing chain reaction of good. As Newman’s prayer states: “If | am in sickness,
my sickness may serve Him; in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If | am in sorrow,
my sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about.”

This certainty of God’s guiding hand at work in our lives can free us to fully embrace
the good. When we act on what we know is right, we become a link in the chain of God's
miraculous hand at work in the universe, and there is no greater satisfaction than realizing
the small part we have played in the lives of those we have been called to serve. May God
guide you in 2019, and lead you to be the link in the chain that He created you to be, loving
and serving Him and your neighbor.
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The New Year is Full of FCSU Fraternalism ‘

March Madness is Coming
to the FCSU!

Test your prowess in predicting one of college
basketball’s most unpredictable competitions.

Join your fellow FCSU members in filling out
the brackets. Awesome winning prizes will be
available — fraternal fun guaranteed for everyone.

For Contest Details & Rules, go to fcsu.com/events

o ARERRTE - SRR TR, R

I SAvE TH: DATE |

NATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT
Noble Lanes, Pittsburgh PA
Friday May 17 - Saturday May 18, 2019

Save the date for two days of fraternalism & fun with other bowlers from
the First Catholic Slovak Union, the Greek Catholic Union, and the Slovak
Catholic Sokols ... look for details in the next Jednota!

Set Your Sails for a Complimentary Cruise with the FCSU

You can win a spot aboard the
2019 FCSU Membership Meet Cruise — for you and a guest!

Contest details are coming in an upcoming
Jednota — as well as cruise details with what
fabulous destination awaits our winner. One
thing’s for sure, wherever you're going: it’s going
to be fabulous!
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Fr. Michael Artim — Slovak Missionary to Alaska

Daniel Cerny

| was blessed to spend the summer of 2005 at the Byzantine
Catholic parish in Anchorage, Alaska. Besides the stunning na-
ture, Alaska is an interesting place with very good people and
many people adhering to the eastern rite, thanks to the Russian
missionaries who operated here before the land was sold to the
US in 1867, and even after that. However, a Byzantine Catholic
parish was established here only in 1958, with first pastor being
Fr. Robert Bayusik (Bajuzik - also of Slovak origin). The most fa-
mous pastor, after whom the current parish hall is named, was Fr.
Michael Artim. Shortly before his arrival, the church experienced
the 1964 Good Friday earthquake with a magnitude of 9.2 on the
Richter scale, miraculously sustaining only one crack in the base-
ment’s concrete.

Fr. Michael Artim was born in 1916 in Beaver Meadows, PA, a
son of the late Michael and Mary Artim. The Artim family had sev-
eral priests serving in the 19th century in what is today regions of
Slovakia. Before his priestly ministry, the future Fr. Michael served
with the Army Air Corps during the WWIl and earned his degree as
a pharmacist in 1953 from Loyola University. After studying at the
St. Philip Neri seminary for late vocations in Boston, he transferred
to the Byzantine Catholic Seminary in Pittsburgh. He was ordained
a priest by Bishop Nicholas T. Elko (Ilko) in 1963. After a short stay
in Pennsylvania, Bishop Elko transferred him to Alaska in July of
1964. The Bishop was hoping to close the parish, as membership
had dropped to only six families. However, he did not share this
information with Fr. Artim, but rather hoped that he would get so
discouraged that he would voluntarily resign. Yet, instead, Provi-
dence had prepared another miracle.

Fr. Artim proved to be a real blessing for the parish. After he
discovered the parish bank account contained a mere 19 dollars
and a huge debt, he rolled up his sleeves and got to work. Thanks
to his previous job experience as pharmacist, he found himself a
job at the local hospital, thus sparing the church money for his sal-
ary. Fr. Artim also renovated the church building, placing an onion
dome on the roof and installing the traditional icon-screen inside
the church. He even purchased several properties with an eye to
the future expansion of the Byzantine Catholic Church in Alaska.
Fr. Artim began reactivating the parish’s spiritual life, as well. He
organized religious education classes and sport teams for the chil-
dren. From Kodiak Island in the south to Point Barrow in the north,
Fr. Artim traveled around the State of Alaska celebrating the Divine
Liturgy and ministering to the far-flung parishioner.

When the Eparchy of Van Nuys was created in 1981, he was
the only Monsignor within the Eparchy. Fr. Artim retired from ac-

The interior of St.
Nicholas Byzantine
Catholic Church in
Anchorage, Alaska
in 2005. Photo
credits: Author.
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tive ministry in 1985 after a severe heart attack, but still continued
to help at the parish. In 1995 he was the first priest in the then
Eparchy of Van Nuys (now the Eparchy of Phoenix) to be awarded
a miter. This solemn dignity was conferred on him by the now de-
ceased bishop George Martin Kuzma (Kuzma).

One of the people, who knew him shared a story about Fr. Artim
from his youth. He confessed that after his family moved away
from Anchorage he never had a chance to speak with him, but
he did remember that when he blessed the Pascha baskets at
Pascha we all got really soaked with Holy Water.

Only recently | had a conversation with one man who shared
with me his vacation in 1997 to the Hawaiian Islands. While be-
ing there, they visited the local Roman Catholic Church, where
one elderly priest concelebrated the Mass. One day, when this
couple was leaving, the husband turned to his wife and told her
something in Slovak and the elderly priest stopped by and said: |
do understand you. The Slovak man could not believe his ears. Fr.
Artim continued: My name is Michael Artim and my father was a
Slovak. | was born in Pennsylvania. Fr. Artim explained to them his
background, but omitted his initial difficulties. In his retirement, he
was spending winters regularly in the Hawaiian Islands. A friend-
ship formed with my Slovak friend and he always remembers the
words, shared with him by Fr. Artim: The Communists in Slovakia
took away from you, what even God did not dare to take away
from humankind — your free will. Indeed very strong words, but
very truthful.

findagrave.com

Fr. Artim remained friends with this Slovak family for the re-
mainder of his life, exchanging correspondence with them until his
death in 2001. Thus he is now fondly remembered on the both
sides of the Atlantic. In his will, he left his personal chapel furni-
ture to the church, a donation that was instrumental in founding
a parish mission in the Palmer-Wasilla area. His life-long dream
of establishing a second Byzantine Catholic parish in Alaska was
thus finally taking place. If he had not been a man of vision and
hope, none of this would have become a reality. May his memory
be eternal!

Daniel Cerny (1983) was born in KoSice, Slovakia. He received
his PhD from the Pontifical Oriental Institute in Rome, with a thesis
on the Slovak Greek Catholics in Canada. He focuses in his writ-
ings on Slovaks and their diaspora, especially those of the Byz-
antine rite.

Missing from photo: Dorothy Petrus - President

District 12’s December Meeting

Installation of officers for the Msgr. Andrew Hlinka District 12 took place at their semi-
annual meeting on Dec. 16, 2018 at King’s Restaurant in Bentleyville, PA. The officers

were sworn in by the Regional Director, James Marmol.

- Fraternally submitted by Jim Marmol, Region 4 Director

If each member would sign up just one new member,
we could double our Society immediately

THINK ABOUT IT!

The newly elected officers for District 12 in 2019 re: (L - R) Michael Bertovich
- Auditor; Cheryl Hyatt — Treasurer; Joe Tarquinio - Vice President; Frances
Tarquinio — Secretary; John Curcio — Auditor; and Maureen Massafra — Auditor.

Beth Silva, daughter of Thomas
and Geraldine Hricik, and her
husband of 30 years Ruben Silva.

Traditional ~ Slovak  customs  were
also observed at the party, including
performances by the Pittsburgh Slovakians.

Branch 181 Beth & Ruben Silva Attended

Annual Filipino Christmas Party

| am Beth Silva, daughter of Thomas and Geraldine Hricik. My husband of 30 years, Ruben Silva,
and | attended a Filipino Christmas party with 15 local Filipino priests and their parishioners. It began
with a Catholic Mass where the people brought a lit candle to the manger and Holy Family. Entertain-
ment included games, singing Filipino priests, Filipino dancers, and gifts. It was held at St. John the
Baptist Church in Delmont, PA, on December 9, 2018. This is the eighth year the party has been held.
My dad, Thomas Hricik, used to love to meet with our Filipino friends because the Catholic cultural

traditions are carried on just like the Slovak people carry on our great traditions.
- Submitted by Beth Silva, Branch 181
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District 16 annual meeting held
on November 11, 2018 in St. John
Nepomucene Rectory in New York
City. Branch 716 President Jan
Skrkon of Branch 716 prepared
a hot lunch for everyone attending
the meeting.

- Submitted by Joan Skrkon,
Branch 716 Secretary

CLE
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o <= Constellation

2016 CALDER CUP CHAMPIONS

ATTENTION CLEVELAND-AREA
JEDNOTA MEMBERS & FRIENDS
Hockey Night in Cleveland
Saturday, March 23, 2019
7:00pm

Monsters vs. Hershey Bears
Quicken Loans Arena-Cleveland, OH

To get your branch discount and order tickets, please

Special Offer Includes:

+ Discounted Lower Goal End Tickets!!
*

contact the representative in your branch:

$23 group rate per seat, with possible deeper discounts

Branch 1: Marie Golias, 216-338-8179
for MEMBERS ONLY through your branch

Branch 24: Tom Ivanec, 440-668-7797
Branch 228: Len Zilko, 440-988-3236
Branch 450: George Carny, 440-885-5702
Branch 553: Greg Petrasek, 330-398-1888
Branch 855: Barbara Sutila, 440-864-4744

#*  GIVEAWAY - This is a tribute to the 50t Anniversary of
the US Moon Landing

* st 10,000 fans receive Astronaut Bobblehead

> % > > > »

Special FCSU member rates, courtesy of your FCSU branch.
Contact your branch officer for details!!

Deadline to order: Friday, February 22, 2019
Seating is Limited: First Come, First Serve, So Don’t Delay

All orders are subject to availability.
No ticket required for children under
the age of two. Video cameras are
not allowed in Quicken Loans Arena.
Offer and discounts not available at
arena box office. No refunds or
exchanges.

METHOD OF DELIVERY:

From your branch officer or by pick up at the Q’s will call (located
near box office), if arrangements are made in advance through your
branch.

For news about Slovakia, Financial Tips, and more,
find us on: Facebook.

Visit www.facebook.com/FirstCatholicSlovakUnion

Left to Right: Ivan Korcok, current Slovak Ambasador; Joseph Senko, honoree;
Ted Russell, former U.S. Ambassador to Slovakia

Joseph Senko Receives Woodrow Wilson Award
at Slovak Embassy In Washington, DC

Slovakia celebrated two important anniversaries in 2018: One hundred years since the
establishment of Czechoslovakia, and twenty-five years of the existence of the Slovak
Republic and of the establishment of strong and cooperation-based Slovak-American re-
lations.

Both of these historic milestones are connected to a strong and friendly relationship
between the Slovaks and Americans. The contribution of the Slovak-Americans, as well
as American compatriots, including President Wilson., to the creation of Czechoslovakia
in 1918 remains remembered and appreciated.

On this occasion, the Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the United States Ivan
Korok awarded distinguished personalities and organizations with a commemorative
medal bearing the name of the twenty-eighth President so the United States, Woodrow
Wilson, for outstanding contribution to the development of the Slovak-American relations.
The FCSU’s Joseph Senko, Branch 254, was one of the honorees. He also is the Honor-
ary Slovak Consulate for Pennsylvania. Congratulations, Joe!

District 4’s December Get-together

On a rainy Sunday afternoon of December 2nd, District 4 members gathered together for
an informal get-together at the movies to see the latest reincarnation of “Robin Hood”. In
this version, "Janosik" wasn't Slovak but rather Robin of Loxley played by Taron Egerton,
a war-hardened Crusader, and his Moorish commander who mount an audacious revolt
against the corrupt English crown in a thrilling action-adventure packed with gritty battlefield
exploits, mind-blowing fight choreography, and a timeless romance. The movie was filmed
in different locations in Dubrovnik, Croatia, and in Le Raincy, France. Thank you to those
that came to see this classic tale!

- Submitted by Sabina Sabados. Region 1 Director
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District 3 — the George Onda District — Sponsored a Successful Stédry vecer

The George Onda District sponsored the TR Taeati | |
26th annual Stédry vecer which held on Al i - E
Sunday, December 2, 2019, at the Christ, ' Xe oo sl U
Our Shepherd Center in Greensburg, PA.
Over 100 district members including chil-
dren attended the festive evening. Special
guests attending were George Matta Il, Na-
tional Treasurer, accompanied by his moth-
er, Florence Matta, James Bench, Supreme
Court Member, and his wife, Kay, Greg Mau-
rer, newly-elected National Auditor, James
Marmol, Regional Director (Region 4), and
his wife, Patty, and Rudy Ondrejco, Fra-
ternal Activities Director. The event began
with Mass in the center’s chapel celebrated
by Monsignor Larry Kulick. The Pittsburgh
Slovakians provided the choir music. The
traditional Slovak Christmas Eve dinner be-
gan once the children located the first star in
the sky. Everyone shared garlic, honey and
oplatki at the table and enjoyed the meal of
mushroom soup, pierogies, bobalki, baked
fish, pugach and peas. Each guest was giv-
en kolachi for dessert. Msgr. Kulick served
as Master of Ceremonies and provided an
explanation of the significance of each din-
ner item according to Slovak lore. Many
beautiful door prizes were awarded. The
evening concluded with The Pittsburgh Slo-
vakians outstanding performance of the tra-
ditional Slovak Christmas play, Jaslickare.
This was the perfect way to begin the Christ-
mas season.

- Submitted by Vicki Hricik, Branch
181 Secretary
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FCSU at 2018 Freedom Lecture with KeyNote Speaker
Former Slovak Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda

On November 16, 2018, Former Slovak
Prime Minister Mikula§ Dzurinda was the
keynote speaker at the 2018 Czech and
Slovak Freedom Lecture: Miracles in the
Heart of Europe at the Wilson Center in
Washington, DC.

The lecture was part of the 2018 cel-
ebration of the centennial of the birth of
Czechoslovakia and the 25th anniversary of
its peaceful separation into the Slovak Re-
public and the Czech Republic. One of the
many observations made by the Former Slo-
vak Prime Minister who served from 1998 to
2006 during his speech involved the pres-
ent-day republics of Slovaks and Czechs:
“Despite the consequences of World War |,
despite all the growing pains of the young
post-war Czechoslovakia Republic, despite
all the indignities we suffered in World War
I, despite the horrors of fascism and com-
munism, despite the brutal normalization
following the 1968 invasion, despite the diffi-
culties of the transformation period after the
Velvet Revolution, despite the dissolution of
the common state and creation of indepen-
dent Slovak and Czech Republics, despite
all of that — here we are today, the Slovaks
and the Czechs, equal, fully-emancipated
members of NATO, the EU, and of the entire
developed international democratic society.”

In addition to his service as Prime Min-
ister, Dzurinda is the founder and leader of
the Slovak Democratic Coalition (SDK) and

g
. \W

Wilson |
Center |

Former Slovak Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda
speaking at the Wilson Center in Washington, DC in
November as part of the 2018 centennial celebration
of the founding of Czechoslovakia and the 25th
anniversary of its peaceful split into two republics.

then the Slovak Democratic and Christian
Union. In 2007, he was awarded the F.A.
Hayek International Prize for reforms and
his fight against bureaucracy. He is also a
marathon runner who ran in the 2001 New
York City Marathon honoring the victims of
the September 11 terrorist attacks, an ex-
traordinary gesture by a visiting Prime Min-
ister.

Wilson
Center

N 401 lhs *I

FCSU members attending the Miracles in the Heart of Europe
Freedom Lecture and subsequent Friends of Slovakia Dinner in
November: (L - R) Andrew P. Rajec, FICF, Director of Independent
Agents; Former Slovak Prime Minister Mikulas Dzurinda; Sabina
Sabados, Region 1 Director; Albina Senko, Branch 254 Member;
and Joseph Senko, Honorary Slovak Consul for Pennsylvania and
Branch 254 Financial Secretary.

FCSU’s Andrew P. Rajec,
FICF, speaking at the |
Friends of Slovakia £
Fraternal dinner honoring
Former Prime Minister
Mikulas Dzurinda at

the Slovak Embassy

in Washington, DC,
November 16, 2018.

Branch 716 Sup

The 48th New York City Marathon took place on [m
November 4, 2018. The New York City Marathon has
grown from a Central Park race with 55 finishers to the
world's biggest and most popular marathon, with more

than 52,000 finishers in 2018.

Slovak participation in the NY Marathon included
preparation of food for runners and guests by FCSU

Branch 716.

- Submitted by Joan Skrkon, Branch 716 Secretary

L T T =

ported the 48th NY Marathon in 2018
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Vilija Celebration at St. Andrew Abbey of Cleveland

The Benedictine monks of St. Andrew Svorad Abbey in Cleveland, OH, in conjunction with the
Cleveland Radio Club, hosted their annual Christmas Vilija on Sunday, December 9, 2018. Held [S%
in the cafeteria of Benedictine High School on the Abbey grounds, the Vilija featured a traditional |
meatless Christmas Eve “feast” of oplatky, mushroom soup, fish, green peas, bobalky, pierogi,
and poppy seed and nutrolls. Food was prepared by members of the Radio Club, of which Henry

Horvath (Branch 855) is president. The first course (mushroom soup) was served by the monks. in singing
After the meal, entertainment was provided by the Lugina Slovak Folklore Ensemble of Greater Christmas
Cleveland. The troupe performed dances from Slovakia and included numbers by its children’'s 8 hymns in
group, Lucinka. Lucina’s director is Branch 24’s Tom Ivanec. All members of the Abbey are also Slovak and
members of the First Catholic Slovak Union, Branch 24. Appropriately, many members of the First § English.

Catholic Slovak Union attended the Vilija, included several reserved tables (44 places) for Branch
24 members, under the direction of Branch 24 President Bob Kopco. Members of the First Catholic
Slovak Union (FCSU) attended and worked the event, including Jana Horvath (Branch 1), Barbara
Sutila (Branch 855), Ann Sutila (Branch 855), Johanna Oros (Branch 24), Milan Kobulsky (Branch
450), Vlad and Maria Cvicela (Branch 24), Marie Golias, and Joseph Oros (Branch 24), Tomas
Varchola (Branch 1), and Joe Elias (Branch 1).

Slovak Heritage Society’s Susie
Halley was among the vendors
at the event.

The Lucina Slovak Folklore
Ensemble of Greater
Cleveland and the children
of Luc¢inka were among the
afternoon’s performers.

spsERvED
FOR
FCSU

The monks served the first course of mushroom soup (L - R) Bro Mario, Abbot
Gary, Fr. Michael, and Bro Gabriel

m,u}mx 3 Mmame SeE
J
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Cofﬁtmf bhour at Tpm, inned & Dammg
Open !ﬁfmmm bar until Jam &

fox mole info & tiekets visit:
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Lucina rector, Branch 24 Member and Slovak Radio Club Officers (L - R)
FCSU Region 6 Director Elect Thomas Treasurer Donna Oros and Trustee
Ivanec Barbara Sutila.
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Jednota Crossword
Puzzie

2019 TOUR OF SLOVAKIA

YOUNGSTOWNY/SPISSKA NOVA
VES SISTER CITIES TOUR

Mark your calendars—July 15-29, 2019, pack your bags,
\ J grab your passports and get ready to fly to Slovakia for the
~ | time of your life.

f i We are one big family on our tours. Everyone watches out
for each other.

First class hotels, great food, entertainment, large roomy
air-conditioned bus with rest room—Dbest tour guide and bus
driver in all of Slovakia.

We have people coming back for 7 and 8 times, so we
must be doing things right. Visit family and friends—walk the
streets of your ancestors, reconnect to your heritage.

Previous tour participants are willing to talk with you regarding the tour and their experi-
ences.

For further information contact Kay and Jim Bench. This will be their 19th trip to Slo-
vakia. Tour arrangements are being made by Paul Hudak, Adventure International Travel
Inc. Phone 216 228 7171—800 542-2487 Jim Bench, Phone 724-858-5843 or Kay Bench
Phone 724-771-7900.

Don’t wait, space is limited, be ready for a fantastic time.

Traditional Fasiangy
(Pre- Lenten Dance)

in Milwaukee in March

The Slovak League Assembly 20 of Milwaukee, W1 is hosting its traditional Faiangy (Pre-
Lenten Dance) on Saturday, March 2, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. (NOTE EARLIER START TIME) at
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 1800 S. 92nd Street in West Allis, WI. Donation is $5.00 per
person. Slovak food and bakery will be available. Alive band will provide music for dancing
and listening pleasure. The Tatra Slovak Dancers will have a performance at 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by "bury the basa" (bass fiddle). We are inviting all members of Saints Mary & Joseph
Branch 89 of Milwaukee to attend. For more information, contact Betty at 414-425-6137 or
Ellen at 262-893-7483.

JEDNOTA Publication

Schedule for 2019

Issue Date Deadline to
Receive Information

February 4
March 4
April 1
April 29
June 3
July 1
August 5
sept 3

to accommodate Labor Day

February 13
March 13
April 10
May 8

June 12
July 10
August 14
Sept 11

October 9
November 13
December 11

sept 30
November 4
December 2

PAGE 11

Across

1 Yokel

5 Winter hazard

10 Chick’s sound

14 Misfortunes

15 Hot rum drink

16 Tortoise racer

17 Painter’s tool

19 To be, in old Rome

20 Generation

21 One of Chekhov’s
Three Sisters

22 Keyboard key

23 Informer

24 Quiche, e.g.

25 Office note

27 Olfactory awareness

32 Fringe benefits

35 Perched

36 Ornamental purse

37 Opera highlight

38 Flings

40 Slangy denial

41 Dugout, for one

42 Miss. neighbor

43 Walking sticks

44 Auditorium

48 Type of signal

49 Bard’s “before”

50 Barley bristle

53 Biblical king

56 Facts and figures

57 Forest female

58 Sailing

59 Cruise quarters

62 Lion’s den

63 Pillow filler

64 Kind of fall

65 Investment item

66 File

67 Sawbucks

Down
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33

34
38
39

See Solution on Page 20

Staircase part
Extreme

Sheep sound
Medium claim
Russian leader
Inns

Icelandic epic
Dutch city
Norse war god
Extraordinary
Toward sunrise
Gaelic tongue
Equal

Trots

Type widths
Castle defense
Young newts
Teen transport
Op-ed piece
Thames town
Mexican Spitfire
actress Velez
Prevaricates
Sunscreen
ingredient
Piccadilly Circus
statue

Narrow inlets
Street fleet
Confederate

43
45
46
47

50
51
52
53
54
55
56

59
60
61

Transparent
Kind of pie
Radiator
Angioplasty
target

Cherish

John Lennon hit
Retreats

Fifty percent
Jacob’s twin
Check

Florida’s Miami-
____County
Observe

Curry of Clue
Make a choice
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Part 1 of the 2018 P

Nature or Environment

First Place — Erich Diehl
Long Valley, NJ, Branch 290

“Kittyhawk, NC”

> &

First Place — Anna Catherman “Frenchville, PA”
Clearfield, PA, Branch 7

Second Place — Johanna Diehl
Long Valley, NJ, Branch 290

Second Place — Ashley Kotlar

. “Central Park” Monongahela, PA, Branch 670

“Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG
Aquarium”

Third Place —
Aleksandra Gizewicz
St. Charles, IL, Branch 855

“Grand Haven, MI”

Third Place — Sarah Hergel “Gull in Flight”
Etobicoke, ON, Branch 785

Part Il to be published in the
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hoto Contest Results

Travel or Destinations

First Place — Sarah Hergel
Etobicoke, ON, Branch 785

“Political Darkness”

Second Place — Allison Lake “2018 Cherry Blossom

Columbia Station, OH, Branch 228 Festival”
___'_,_-—"‘

=
U]
)
v B2 "
q
X :
Third Place — Maggie Salko “Point Pleasant, NJ”

Madison, NJ, Branch 132

February 13 issue of Jednota

Overall Winner — Ages12-18

Shane Simpson “Waterfall at Ash Cave”
Donora, PA, Branch 670

FCSU Fraternal Activity

Ashley Kotlar
Monongahela, PA, Branch 670

“Mom’s Easter Basket”

Peter Monks
Trumbull, CT, Branch 19

“Our Lady of Czestochowa,
The Black Madonna, Poland”
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BRANCH 5P -
EXETER, PENNSYLVANIA

The Saint John the Evangelist Society, Branch 05P,
will hold a meeting on Sunday, February 10, 2019,
at 1:00 pm. The meeting will be held at the home of
Marion Rubino, President, 67 9th St. Wyoming, PA.On
the agenda will be a discussion of branch business
and activities. All members are invited and encour-
aged to attend.

Please call Marion Rubino if you plan to attend 570-
693-0399.

Marion Rubino, President

BRANCH 24 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Branch 24 will hold a meeting on Sunday, February
10, 2019, at 1:00PM at the Hungarian Business Club,
15805 Libby Road, Maple Heights, OH, 44137. On the
agenda: financial report and discussion of branch ac-
tivities for the year. Luncheon will be served directly
after the meeting; for reservations, please call Tom
Ivanec at (440) 668-7797.

Bob Kopco, President

BRANCH 24 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Branch 24, St Andrew Svorad Society, is provid-
ing special Branch 24 members-only pricing for the
Saturday evening (7PM), March 23, 2019, Monsters
hockey game at Quicken Loans Arena in downtown
Cleveland, OH. A non-branch member ticket is $23.
A Branch 24 member ticket is $5. Reservations are
required and available by calling Tom Ivanec at 440-
668-7797. Please make checks payable to Branch 24
FCSU. The deadline is February 15, 2019. These are
lower goal end tickets and the Monsters are selling
out games, so seating is limited. Don't delay. Order
now, and join other FCSU members and guests — from
Branch 24 and other branches in our Ohio District 10
— for a family-friendly evening of fun and fraternalism
[Editor’s note: please see page 7of this issue for de-
tails].

Bob Kopco, President

BRANCH 40 -
STREATOR, ILLINOIS

The St. Clement Society, Branch 40, will hold its
annual meeting on Sunday January 20, 2019 at
2:00 PM at Chipper’s Grill, 1733 North Bloomington
St. Streator, lllinois. All members of Branch #40 are
urged to attend the meeting. Election of officers will
take place. Lunch will follow. Please make reserva-
tions by calling (815) 672-6142 before January 16th.

Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Graves, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 45 -
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
The St. Matthew's the Evangelist Society, Branch
45, will hold a meeting on Sunday, January 20, 2019,
at 12:00 PM after the Slovak mass at St. John Nepo-
mucene Church, 66th Street and 1th Avenue, New
York City. We urge all members to attend this meeting.
Maria Jurasi, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 55 -
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

The Annual Meeting of Branch 55 K.J. is scheduled
to be held on Sunday, January 20, 2019 at 2:00 P.M.
at the residence of the President in the Dining Room
at the Wesley Enhanced Living complex, 8401 Roos-
evelt Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA. Mass will be held
at Wesley Hall at 11:00 A.M. followed by lunch.

Elections will be held for Branch Officers and Del-
egates and their Alternates to the District 8 meetings.
Please call the President at 215.613.8987. Elections
of District 8 Delegates and their Alternatives for the
year 2019 will also take place.

Regular business will also be conducted. Please
bring non-perishable food for Aid for Friends in Need.
All members are cordially invited to attend.

Attention! Any high school or college student that
attends this meeting will receive a copy of Joseph
Trojcak’s recently published book, FOCUS ON YOUR
LIGHT. Joe, a multi-faceted entrepreneur, is a mem-
ber of the FCSU, who shares his insights and experi-
ence in building a successful career centered in the
field of music. In his book, Joe presents helpful ideas
for anyone interested in starting a business or further-
ing his/her career.

Lunch will be catered; therefore, we request that
you RSVP by January 13th in order to make reserva-
tions at Wesley. For directions to the meeting, please
call the President at (215) 613-8987. In the event of
severe weather, or any other emergency, we will con-
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

duct a telephone conference meeting with those who
cannot attend.
Helena Gaydos, President

BRANCH 89 -
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Dear Members: please join us for our meeting and
election of officers on Saturday, February 9, 2019. In
addition to the election of branch officers, topics for
discussion will include: a discussion of 2019 donations
and activities as well as insurance dividends.

The meeting will be held at Allioto’s Restaurant,
30141 North Mayfair Road, Wauwatosa, WI, and will
run from 11:15AM to 1:00PM, approximately. Lunchis
to be served at 12:30, and is complimentary for mem-
bers. Guest cost is $20.00. Make checks payable
to KNIGHTS OF ST MARY & JOSEPH BR 89. Mail
checks to: Mike Novak, 3237 N. 93rd Street, Milwau-
kee, WI 53222.

Reservations must be made by February 1, 2019
in order to give the restaurant the number of people at-
tending. To reserve your place, please call Mike Novak
at 414-445-5382.

Fraternally,

Mike Novak, President

BRANCH 162 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Wendelin Society, Branch 162, will hold
its quarterly meeting on Sunday, March 17, 2019, at
8:30AM at the Park Inn by Radison Restaurant, 700
West Main Street, Uniontown, PA, 15401.

Officers’ reports will be given, and upcoming year
events and branch activities will be discussed. Re-
gional Director, James Marmol, will advise us of de-
velopments from the Home Office.

All members and guests of Branch 162 are cor-
dially invited to attend the brunch meeting. Call for
reservations by March 10, 2019, to Dolores Marmol at
724-437-4983 as well as any changes for policies or
address changes.

Dolores Marmol, Secretary

BRANCH 166 -
BINGHAMTON, CAPITAL AREA, PEEKSKILL,
POUGHKEEPSIE, AND SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

The St. Joseph the Guardian Society, Branch 166,
will hold its Semi-Annual Meeting and Dinner on Sun-
day, March 31,2019, at 1:15 PM., at Buffet Star, 4089
Old Vestal Road, Vestal, New York. On the agenda
will be information from the District Meeting and
Branch business. Please bring any questions about
life insurance or annuities for discussion at the meet-
ing. All members are encouraged to attend.

Please call Arlo Meeker at 607-775-4896 by March
26, 2019, to make a reservation if you plan to attend.
We hope to see you at the meeting.

Arlo Meeker, President

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 200 wants to extend a very happy, healthy,
blessed holiday season to all members of the FCSU.
May God bless you and keep you safe!

We invite all members to attend Branch 200’s meet-
ings held in the upstairs Social Hall @ 910 6th Av-
enue, Ford City, PA 16226. The Officers and Board of
Directors meet @7:00PM with the members to meet
directly following. The meeting dates for 2019 are
as follows: 02/07/19, 03/07/19, 04/04/19, 05/02/19,
08/01/19, 09/05/19, 10/03/19, 11/07/19 with Nomina-
tion of Officers, and 12/05/19 with Election of Officers.
There are no meetings in June or July.

We are asking our members to attend the meet-
ings and we welcome any involvement you are willing
partake.

Branch 200's 125th Anniversary is coming in 2020.

Vicki Schaub, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 228 -
LORAIN, OHIO

The St. John the Baptist/Holy Trinity Lodge, Branch
228 of the First Catholic Slovak Union will hold their
next meeting on Monday, March 18, 2019. at 7 PM at
the American Slovak Club on 30th and Broadway in
Lorain, OH. Our meetings are held on the 3rd Monday
of each month except for the months of January, Feb-
ruary, July and August when no meetings are held. All
meetings begin at 7 PM and are held at the American
Slovak Club. Delicious food is served by Theresa Ar-
endt at the last meeting of each calendar quarter. The
branch will hold its annual election of officers and by-
law review during each December meeting. The exact
date for this year's election meeting is December 16,
2019. At that time, we will also elect two (2) represen-

tatives to serve on the American Slovak Club Board
of Directors. This past December, incumbent officers
President Leonard Zilko, Vice-President Luis Palos,
Financial Secretary Lisa Trifiletti-Palos, Activities Di-
rector/Auditor Theresa Arendt and Recording Secre-
tary Thomas Zuffa were re-elected to their respective
offices. Ken and Theresa Arendt were re-elected to a
3-year term on the American Slovak Club Board of Di-
rectors representing our local Branch 228.

Once again, | ask that our members plan to attend
our meetings whenever possible. It is pleasing to see
the attendance at our monthly meetings slowly trend-
ing upward. Let's keep that trend going. Our District
10 officers are currently discussing ways to increase
fraternal activities in our district. Attendance at our
Branch 228 meetings can give you first-hand knowl-
edge of items and events being discussed. All of this
helps to promote comradery. Please attend the branch
meetings to stay informed. Visit the websites for the
FCSU at fcsu.com and the Slovak Club at ameri-
canslovakclub.com for an update on current activities.
You won't be disappointed.

Thomas B. Zuffa, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 254 -
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
The St. Wenceslaus Society will hold its annual
meeting on Sunday, January 13, 2019, at 11:30am at
Panera's Restaurant in the Mt. Lebanon Galleria locat-
ed at the corner of Washington and Gilkeson Roads,
Mt. Lebanon, PA. The meeting will include election of
officers and a report of activities as well as a financial
report. Lunch will be provided. For reservations, con-
tact Joe Senko at 412-956-6000.
Joseph Senko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 259 -
STRUTHERS, OHIO

The St. Michael the Archangel Society, Branch 259,
will hold a meeting on February 24, 2019, at 2:00PM
at 175 Harvey Street, Struthers, OH.

We will conduct our annual audit and discuss the
activities for 2019. Members are encouraged to at-
tend.

On behalf of all our officers, we want to wish all
members a very Happy and Healthy New Year.

Vivian Sedlacko, Secretary

BRANCH 276 -
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 276 will hold its 2019 Spring meetings at
1 PM on Sunday, March 17, 2019, and Sunday, May
19, 2019. A Fall meeting is planned for November 17,
2019. The meeting on March 17 will be held at Woody's
Restaurant in Versailles PA. We will be collecting infor-
mation to RSVP for both the district meeting and the
Father’s Day Brunch. Our branch is hosting the April 7,
2019, district meeting and we will be handing out final
work assignments at the March meeting.

Fraternally,

Margaret Nasta, President

BRANCH 312 -
BAGGALEY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 312 will hold its annual meeting with elec-
tion of officers on Sunday, January 27, 2019. The
meeting will start at 1:00PM and will be held at the
home of Branch President Mark Smolleck, 1121 Mon-
astery Dr, Latrobe, PA 15650.

We wish everyone a very blessed Christmas and a
Healthy and Happy New Year.

Michaelene Smolleck, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 382 -
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA

Saints Cyril & Methodius Society, Branch 382K, will
conduct its Annual Spring Meeting on Sunday, March
3, 2019, in the VFW, 110 Chestnut Street, Dunmore,
PA. Auditors will meet at 12:30PM to check the books
and records. The meeting will convene at 1:00PM.

The agenda will include reports of the executive of-
ficers and auditors. Members will also discuss future
branch activities. Information from the Home Office
will be disseminated.

A copy of the annual report to the Home Office will
be presented.

Light refreshments and socializing will follow. All
members are urged to attend.

Frank M. Slovenkai, Jr., is branch president. Other
officers include: Elizabeth M. Slovenkai, vice presi-
dent; Michael J. Slovenkai, Sr., treasurer; Michael J.
Czanker, recording secretary; and John J. Slovenkai,
Sr,, financial secretary.

Elizabeth M. Slovenkai, Vice President

BRANCH 595 -
MUSKEGON HTS, MICHIGAN

Sunday, February 3 Polka dance 3 to 6 pm: food
available for purchase.

Sunday, March 3 Polka dance 3 to 6 pm: food
available for purchase,

Sunday, March 17: monthly Branch 595 meeting
at2 pm.

Refreshments every Tuesday and Thursday are .50
off.

Hours are Mon-Fri 1-8 pm, Sat 12 noon-8 pm.

Come down and enjoy yourself. All Events Will
take place at Tatra Hall 2536 Sixth Street, Muskegon
Heights, MI 49444 231-733-7525

Cora Garcia, Secretary

BRANCH 716 -
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
The St. Stephen, Branch 716, will hold its semi-
annual meeting on Sunday, March 31, 2019 after the
Slovak Mass at 1:00PM in the meeting room down-
stairs in St. John Nepomucene Church hall in New
York City. The agenda will include a financial report
and discussion on upcoming activities for the Branch.
All Members are invited to attend. A hot lunch will be
provided after the meeting.
Joan Mary Skrkon, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 785 -
MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO

On Sunday, January 13, 2019, the Annual Meeting
for Branch 785 will be held at Sts. Cyril and Metho-
dius Church Hall, 5255 Thornwood Dr. Mississauga,
Ontario. Discussions on upcoming activities and well
as Election of Officers for Branch 785 will take place
at this meeting. Lunch will be available at 1:30 p.m.
Meeting will follow. Please R.S.V.P. Milan Zoldak
(647-350-0604) if you will attend.

The executive would like to extend best wishes to
all members for and Very Merry Christmas. We hope
to see everyone in the New Year!

Fraternally yours,

Sharon Tomas, Secretary

BRANCH 796 -
EGYPT, PENNSYLVANIA

Holy Trinity Society, Branch 796, Egypt, Pennsylva-
nia, will hold their semi-annual meeting February 24,
2019. Meeting will convene at 1:00 p.m., at Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic Church, in the Altar Server Room,
4456 Main St, Egypt, PA. 18052. Meeting agenda will
cover Delegates for the District 8 spring meeting 2019,
will be selected at this meeting. Also any new busi-
ness which needs to be discussed.

All members are invited to attend, hope to see
some new faces at the meeting.

Monica Fabian, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 853 -
CHARLEROI, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 853 will hold a special meeting on March
10, 2019, at 11:30AM at the Speer's Street Girill, in
Belle Vernon, PA.  (Charleroi side of the Speers/Belle
Vernon bridge) There will be no cost for lunch for
members attending the meeting.

This meeting is a special meeting to discuss chang-
ing the name of the branch.

All members are urge to attend in person or to at-
tend by phone/Skype/facetime. If you want to attend
by phone/Skype/Facetime, please contact the branch
president by phone message at 412-886-6938 or by
email at FCSUBranch853@gmail.com to coordinate
the attendance or to make any comments.

Monica Rodacy Boone, President

BRANCH 855 -
PARMA, OHIO

We will hold our first meeting of 2019 to discuss
upcoming events. Meeting and lunch will be held at
Panera at 5090 Tiedemann Rd. on Sunday February
17, 2019, at 2:00PM. Each attendee is encouraged to
bring a pair, or pairs, of new socks to be donated to the
West Side Catholic Center.

All members of Branch 855 are invited to join the
fun at the Monsters' Hockey Game, March 23rd!
Please contact Barbara by February 15th for details
on how to reserve your complimentary ticket. (email:
bsutila@gmail.com) Details on page7 of this issue.
Hope to see you there!!!

Barbara Sutila, President
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT 6 - THE PITTSBURGH DISTRICT

Branch 276 will host the Spring Business Meeting on Sunday, April 7 at 1 PM at Holy Trin-
ity Social Hall, 529 Grant Street Extn, West Mifflin 15122. Expect a pizza party. Please RSVP
by March 24 to 412-672-0379 or manasta@verizon.net.

We need host branches for Fathers’ Day and the Fall Business Meeting. Please consider
volunteering.

Heavy rains ruined our plans to attend an afternoon Pirates baseball game last Septem-
ber. We will reschedule in the spring, possibly May 31. Your tickets from September will be
honored. You can still get additional tickets — contact Annie Ondrejco. Bring your sugges-
tions for other district activities to the April meeting.

As always, members are urged to check the Jednota for updates on FCSU business mat-
ters as well as contests and tournaments.

While we look forward to seeing everyone at the FCSU district meetings, remember there
are many other local Slovak events that also merit your attention:

** WPSCA monthly meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at 7 PM at the Mt
Lebanon Public Library, 16 Castle Shannon Blvd, Mt Lebanon PA: Become a member of the
WPSCA to get the newsletter listing all of their events. January 7 — Sokol; February 4 — Andy
Warhol; March 4 — Easter Palm Weaving.

** Slovak wine tasting — April 6 — contact Joe Senko.

** Slovak Day at Kennywood Park — Thursday, July 18, 2019; Tickets will be available from
Sue Ondrejco.

** Slovak beer tasting — October 7 — contact Joe Senko.

** Slovak Heritage Day at Pitt — Sunday, November 3, 2019 — Noon to 4 PM. Free admis-
sion. Lectures on Slovak culture, Slovak entertainment, Slovak food, & many vendors.

** Slovak Language Classes are held Tuesdays in spring and fall. Contact Bozena Hilko
at bozi@comcast.net. Fall classes are directed toward intermediate and advanced students.
Spring classes are for beginners; they start February 26. A summer class for children will
start May 25, 2019.

** Don't forget the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Radio Hour — 3-4 PM, Sunday’s — WPIT-
AM 730. The program is also streamed live at www.wpitam.com.

**You can follow the Pittsburgh Slovakians and the Western PA Slovak Cultural Associa-
tion on Facebook. The National Czech & Slovak Museum and Library in Cedar Rapids also
has a Facebook page. Check out your family’'s hometown in Slovakia. Even a small village
may have a Facebook page.

**Various Slovak programs and courses are available through the University of Pittsburgh
Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures. See www.slavic.pitt.edu

** |f you're interested in study abroad, Slovakia has a number of major universities; some
have programs taught in English. Check out www.slovakia.com/study-in-slovakia/

** The National Slovak Society Museum in McMurray PA is available to visitors Monday-
Thursday from 9-3. Contact Sue Ondrejco for information and reservations. See www.ns-
slife.org/Museum.php. Plan a trip to see the animated, hand-carved Nativity.

** The CzechoSlovak Genealogical Society International will hold its next conference in
Lincoln, Nebraska, October 15-19, 2019. “Nasa Rodina,” their quarterly publication, has
many interesting articles on Slovak history and genealogy. See www.cgsi.org.

** FCSU insurance information and forms can be found at www.fcsu.com. Many interest-
ing Slovak-related links may be found at fcsu.com/resources.

If anyone knows of additional Slovak events in Western Pennsylvania that they wish to be
included in our district notice, they should email information to the secretary.

Fraternally,

Margaret A. Nasta, District Secretary
manasta@verizon.net

DISTRICT 7 - THE REV. JOHN MARTVON DISTRICT

All members of District 7, Rev John Martvon, are welcome to attend the 1st annual district
meeting of 2019. The meeting will be held on April 27,2019 at 2:00PM. It will be in Windber
at St. Cyril Methodius Church. The meeting will be hosted by Branch 242. As always they
will have a delicious dinner after the meeting in the church hall. We hope all can come and
fellowship with friends. Attendance has been down; we need more people to get involved.

Any questions call Sharon Allison, recording secretary. 814-322-1052

Sharon Allison, Recording Secretary

DISTRICT 9 FRANK T. HOLLY, JR. DISTRICT

The Frank T. Holly, Jr. District of Uniontown, PA will hold a meeting on Sunday, March 10,
2019, at 1:00PM at Caporella’s Italian Ristorante at 90 Pittsburgh Street, Uniontown, PA.
The meeting will be held in their private meeting room.

Election of officers for the 2019 year will be on the agenda. Guests from the Home Office
will be attending to discuss insurance issues.

All branches are invited to attend. Members who attend will be asked to contribute $5.00
toward their meal. Reservations need to be made by Wednesday, March 6, 2019, by con-
tacting President James Marmol at 724-437-0892. All members are urged to attend.

Barbara A. Holly, Secretary
DISTRICT 11 - THE MONSIGNOR JOSEPH TISO DISTRICT

District 11 recently held our semi-annual meeting in Ford City, PA @ Branch 200’s Social
Hall. Due to the recent passing of our District Secretary, Grace Charney, who was a very
active and devoted member, we are asking for members to step up to fill this position. Any-
one interested, please contact me @724-763-9229 or email vschaub123@gmail.com. The
District is in need of your attendance @ the 2 currently held meetings per year. The next
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 28, 2019 @1:30pm. There was discussion on hold-
ing that meeting in the Natrona Heights area @ a restaurant. There would be NO cost to
any member in attendance. RSVP’s would be appreciated but not required. We are open
for suggestions and welcome all who can take a couple hours out of your day to be a part of
this meeting. We want to be active in all areas of our members from Branches 401 & 200.

Fraternally,

Vicki Schaub, Financial Secretary

DISTRICT 16 — THE MONSIGNOR KRASULA DISTRICT
A semi-annual meeting of the Msgr. Krasula District 16 will be held on Sunday, February
24, 2019 in the rectory of St. John Nepomucene Church immediately following the 10:15
AM Slovak Mass. The agenda will include a discussion and planning on future activities for
District 16 in the coming year 2019. All members from District 16 are cordially invited to at-
tend this meeting. Light refreshments will be served immediately after the meeting.
Joan Skrkon, Secretary/Treasurer

DISTRICT 19 — THE MONSIGNOR MICHAEL SHUBA DISTRICT

On Sunday January 13, 2019, the annual meeting for Monsignor Michael Shuba District
will be held at 1:30pm, at Sts Cyril and Methodius Church Hall. Address: 5255 Thornwood
Dr, Mississauga, Ontario.

At this meeting the election of Officers for the District will be held, financial statements
reviewed, and any new business discussed. Lunch will be available; please RSVP to Mike
Kapitan at 416-543-4111

Anne Mitro, Recording Secretary

Branch 45’s Traditional
Christmas Eve Celebratlon

St. Matthews Society, Branch
45, celebrated a traditional
Christmas Eve Dinner "Vigilia" on
Dec. 16, 2018 at St. John Nepo-
mucene Church Hall in NYC. (L
- R) Standing: Jan Vasil, Rev.
Richard D. Baker, Rev. Martin
Kertys, Joseph Jurasi, Anton
Kucharovic, and Jozef Lukaco-
vic. (L - R) Seated: Renata Jur-
asiova-Vasil; our youngest mem-
ber Janik Vasil; Maria Jurasi; and
Zelmira Beckova-Kucharovic. z '

- Submitted by Jozef Jurasi, Jr., Branch 45 Correspondent

Branch 6’s Fall Fraternal Act1v1ty

The St Stephen’s Society,
Branch 06KJ of Streator, IL, sup-
ported a fraternal activity for its
members on September 9, 2018.
All were invited to see the play “On
Golden Pond,” performed at the
Center for Performing Arts at Engle
Lane Theatre in Streator, IL. Tick-
ets for the play for members were
complements of the branch. A
lunch was enjoyed by all attending
before the play.

- Submitted by Paul Chismar,
Branch 6 Secretary/Treasurer

(L - R) Branch 6 Officers: Secretarlereasurer
Paul Chismar, President Robert Elias, Sr., and
Vice President Stella Elias.

Is your FCSU profile up to date?

Help us serve you by making sure we have all your latest information on file - address, phone, email, beneficiary
Call the Home Office and Update Your Profile Today at:

Or go to http://www.fcsu.com/update-profile

1-800-533-6682 (JEDNOTA)
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: Rest in Peace, Our Departed Members

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2019
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/The First Catholic Slovak Union has a Mass said for each of our deceased members at St. Andrew Abbey in Cleveland, OhiB\

Branch: Name Branch: Name
005P Robert Kopec 153K Casimer J Rzegocki
005P Richard Olejnik 199K Anthony S Masarik
006K Judith Ann Glowicki 200K Francis Joseph Dinga
038K Edward J Hlatkey 200K Aldo L Falsetti
038K T Patricia McDonald 322K Ralph Babarsky
040K Robert L Hombaker 373K Eileen F Cernansky
040K Richard C Pajak 373K Jerome J Solomon
085K Anna Mae Bodosky 393K Philip W Kozak
112K Diane Sartori 553K Patricia Ann Gmerek

Branch: Name Branch: Name
581K Catherine Santay 746K Marie Mega
670K Linda L Smith 746K Michael Onacilla
682K John Timar 746K Mary Yovino
743K Thomas S Krempasky 796K Grace J Vrablec
743K Ronald Mager 831K Margaret A Naviglia
746K John J Dudsak 857K George R Buynak Sr
746K Anna Fitzgerald 900K Anna Delores Halko
746K Linda Freeman 924K Mary Ann Ritenour
746K Carol Gecek *Processed through the month of December

OBITUARIES

Former National Chairman of
Auditors Stephen J. Luca Passed into
Eternal Life December 22, 2018

Steven G. Luca, age 78, of Lorain, OH, passed away on Sat-
urday, December 22, 2018 at Ames Family Hospice Center in
Westlake, OH.

He was born on June 18, 1940 in Lorain, to Steven A. and Stella
(nee Sirotar) Luca. He was a graduate of Lorain High School
and earned his Bachelor’'s Degree in Accounting from Kent
State. He also served in the United States Army.

Steve was a dedicated, driven professional who loved his fam-
ily and believed dearly in his community of Lorain and his Slo-
vak heritage. A CPA by trade, he worked for the firm of Frank,
Seringer and Chaney for over 40 years, serving as President until his retirement in 2009.

He believed in charity, giving both time and resources to the causes and issues that were impor-
tant to him: Family, Community, his Faith and Ethnicity. Through his dedicated support of Lorain,
he played an integral role in the development and revitalization of the Lorain waterfront, serving as
Chairman of the Lorain Port Authority during the 1980’s and 1990’s. He was a founding member of
the Port of Lorain Foundation, formed to preserve Lorain’s Waterfront and to undertake the historic
restoration of the iconic Lorain Lighthouse.

Steve spent his life supporting the Slovak community, both locally as well as internationally,
through his support of the American Slovak Club in Lorain as well as serving as a National Chair-
man of Auditors with the First Catholic Slovak Union.

He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Elaine (nee Nowicki); daughter, Suzanne (Tim) Broderick,
of Avon Lake; sons, Steve (Angie) Luca, of Avon Lake, and Matt (Kari) Luca, of North Ridgeville;
grandchildren, Erik and Joseph Kneip, Steven and Francesca Luca, and Matthew and Stella Luca;
brothers, John and Jim Luca; and his sisters, Ann Allen and Rosemary Eiden.

The Luca family received friends on January 6, 2019 in the Dovin and Reber Jones Funeral & Cre-
mation Center, Amherst, OH. A funeral service immediately followed visitation hours in the funeral
center with Rev. Father Leonard Bacik officiating. Private family inurnment will take place at a later
date in Calvary Cemetery, Lorain.

BEREAVED

The sorrow in your heart speaks of love
For loved one passed;
But that same love will give the strength
That will outlast
Your heart’s most bitter pain.

And when with help from higher realms
Your tears of rain shall cease,
There loves the hope your loved one lives
In God’s eternal peace.

© 2008 George Kossik, Branch 584

Supreme Court Member

Robert M. Magruder Passed into
Eternal Life December 23, 2018

Robert M. Magruder, age 53, of Louisville, KY, formerly
of Homewood, IL, passed away on December 23, 2018, in
Homewood. Beloved son of the late Robert G. and Patri-
cia Magruder and brother of the late Ron Magruder. Dear
cousin of Sherrie (Ken) Peters, Wally (Christina) Olesek
and Tim (Maria) Staley. Proud godfather of John Munoz and
Elizabeth Colby and confirmation sponsor of Ryan Peters.
Special uncle to numerous extended nieces and nephews.
Very special friend of Valerie Vesely, Bill and Mary Turner,
Pete Turner, Don Cummings, Wayne (Cheri) Dunker and
Bob Babb. dedicated servant of the First Catholic Slovak Union, serving as Supreme Court
Member and District 2 Secretary, and Branch 493 Secretary/Treasurer. Rested at the Tews-
Ryan Funeral Home in Homewood on January 5, 2019 and then to St. Kieran Catholic
Church in Chicago Heights for Mass. Interment followed at Assumption Cemetery. Memori-
als to Jednota Scholarship Fund or Jednota Memorial in Bob's memory would be appreci-
ated.

Devin Stein Matta, daughter of
FCSU General Counsel
Gary Matta, Passed Into

Eternal Life December 8, 2018

Devin Stein Matta passed in peace on December 8, 2018,
surrounded by her family and close friends. She was born
on November 18, 1993, in Pittsburgh, PA, and is survived
by her parents, Gary and Rona Matta; her boyfriend, Nate
Hall; older sister, Langley and her fiancé, Tyler Shope; broth-
ers, Austin and Jaquan; grandmothers, Roseanna Stein and
Florence Matta; and many devoted aunts, uncles, and cous-
ins.

A life-long member of Branch 38, she not only was the
daughter of the First Catholic Slovak Union’s General Coun-
sel Gary Matta, but also the granddaughter of the late National Treasurer George F. Matta
and the niece of National Treasurer George F. Matta, II.

While she left this life at 25 years young, Devin has touched all our lives through her en-
thusiastic humor, spirited opinions, and warm compassion in all she did and accomplished.
Devin leaves this world a better place for having been here. Devin graduated from Elizabeth-
Forward High School, Elizabeth, PA. in 2012 and earned dual Bachelor of Science degrees
in both Marketing and Fashion Merchandise from Indiana University of Pennsylvania in
2016, while being a member of the Alpha Sigma Alpha sorority. Devin was awarded a full
academic scholarship to Duquesne University School of Law in 2017 amidst her battle with
melanoma and fought to find a cure and increase awareness of this disease, including rais-
ing funds and participating in the AIM for a Cure Melanoma Walk. Devin would have wanted
us to appreciate life, smile more, laugh more, and don't get so worked up over things that
are fruly insignificant, and instead place that energy towards being a more positive person
and look for the good in the world. Devin's life was celebrated with visitations on December
12-13, 2018, at Pittsburgh Cremation and Funeral Care, McMurray, PA. Areligious Celebra-
tion was held on Friday, December 14, 2018, with Father Nathanael Polinski as celebrant,
at the funeral home.




JAMES A.
GOURASH
BRANCH 60 -
MCKEESPORT, i
PENNSYLVANIA A

James A. ’, v
Gourash, age 51, of i,*"
Mars, PA, passed @
away on Friday
morning, September
14, 2018.

Born in McKeesport, PA, on January 14,
1967, he was the son of the late Joseph and
Margaret Homyak Gourash.

Jim was an engineer for Bayer Corpora-
tion in Pittsburgh. He was a member of St.
Kilian Church in Cranberry Twp. Jim loved
hunting, fishing and camping. He was an
avid Pittsburgh sports fan, but he especially
loved time spent with his family and time at
his cabin.

Surviving are his wife, Linda Matz
Gourash, whom he married on November 6,
1999; a son, Matthew, and two daughters,
Lindsey and Sophia Gourash, all at home;
a sister, Sally Kramer of Queenstown, MD;
two brothers, Tom Gourash (Debbie) of Hill-
iard, OH, and Rich Gourash (Sandra) of Or-
lando, FL; and nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by a sister,
Mary Margaret Gourash.

Friends were received at the McDonald-
Aeberli Funeral Home, Mars, PA, on Tues-
day, September 18, 2018, from 2-4 & 7-9
PM. A Mass of Christian Burial at St. Kilian
Church, Cranberry Twp, PA, was celebrated
on Wednesday, September 19, 2018, at
10:00 AM, with Rev. Charles Bober, pastor,
officiating. Burial was in Allegheny County
Memorial Park, McCandless Twp, PA.

- Submitted by Linda Gourash

ANNA MAE E.
BODOSKY
BRANCH 85 -
BLAKELY,
PENNSYLVANIA

Anna Mae E. Bo-
dosky, 91, of Exeter,
PA, died Thursday,
Sept. 27, 2018, at her home surrounded by
her loving family.

Born in Exeter, PA, she was the daughter
of the late John and Mary Hetro Milko. Anna
Mae was a member of St. Barbara Parish at
St. Anthony of Padua Church, Exeter, and
worked for Consolidated Cigar Co., West
Pittston, and then General Cigar Co.

Preceding her in death were her husband,
John Bodosky, in 2006; sisters Theresa Hro-
misin and Marlene Milko; and brothers Jo-
seph and John Milko.

Surviving are her children: John, at home;
David, of Plymouth, PA; and Susan and her
husband, Edward Sherinsky, of Harding, PA;
six grandchildren; six great-grandchildren;
and a brother, Michael, and his wife, Gail
Milko, of Lake Como, PA; along with numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

Relatives and friends visited September
30, 2018 at Gubbiotti Funeral Home, Exeter.
Funeral services were held the next morn-
ing at the funeral home, followed by a Mass
of Christian Burial at St. Barbara Parish in
St. Anthony of Padua Church, Exeter, with
the Rev. Joseph Sibilano as celebrant. Inter-
ment was in St. John the Baptist Cemetery,
Schooley Street, Exeter.
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OBITUARIES

THOMAS R. “HOZO” HOLIZNA
BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Thomas R. “Hozo” Holizna, 78, of Ford
City, passed away on October 28, 2018, at
Sugar Creek Rest. He was born Aug. 13,
1940, in Kittanning, to Andrew and Pauline
Pavlik Holizna.

Tom was married to Marie Zahradnik
Holizna, who passed away on Jan. 6, 2014.
He retired from ATl in Vandergrift, and he
also formerly worked for U.S. Steel. Tom
was also a veteran of the U.S. Army as a
paratrooper.

He was a former member of Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church, and a member of
the First Catholic Slovak Union Branch 200.
Tom enjoyed hunting, fishing, playing pi-
nochle, and most of all spending time with
his grandchildren and family.

Survivors include his daughter Anna
Hutchinson, of Ford City; son Thomas Scott
and Wendy Holizna, of Ford City; grandchil-
dren: Thomas Holizna; Brian and Patience
Holizna, Bradley Birch, PA; Melissa Hutchi-
son; great-grandchildren Haze, Cylas, Ja-
kobi, Avaah, Kamden, Kadeyn, Parker, and
Lillian; sister Anita and Dennis Shaw of Sha-
ron.

He was preceded in death by his daughter
Paula Birch; sister Janet Ceraso, and broth-
ers Kenny Holizna, and Andrew Holizna.

Visitation took place October 30, 2018, at
the Mantini Funeral Home, Ford City, with a
service on October 31, 2018, in the funeral
home. Interment was at Holy Trinity Cem-
etery.

- Submitted by Vicki Schaub, Financial

Secretary, Branch 200

ANNE H. RYBA
BRANCH 855 -
PARMA, OHIO

Anne H. Ryba
(nee Lucas), age
77, beloved wife of
58 years to Edward
A.; loving mother of
Denise Loewenthal
(Howard),  Karole
Polk and Barbara Scullin (Christopher);
grandmother of Brandon and Ashton Stein-
hagen, Nathan Loewenthal, Kristina and
Thomas Polk, and Elise and Patrick Scul-
lin; sister of John Lucas (Mary) (both de-
ceased), Mary Lucas (deceased), George
Lucas (Mary Helen) (both deceased), Mi-
chael Lucas (Patricia) (both deceased), Jo-
seph Lucas (Jeanne, deceased), Elizabeth
Krupar (Paul) (both deceased), Stephen
Lucas (deceased) (Rita), Edward Lucas
(Adela, deceased) (Ann Ward), Bernadine
Kapura (Edward), Thomas Lucas (Marilyn)
and Vincent Lucas; beloved aunt and great-
aunt of many. Anne was born in Grassflat,
PA to the late Mary (nee Meyer) and George
Lucas. Anne's children, grandchildren and
her large family were the things she held
dearest. Passed away October 25, 2018. A
Funeral Mass was held October 30, 2018 at
The Church of St. Clarence in North Olm-
sted, OH.

Anne was a native of Clearfield County,
PA, and recorded her Slovak grandpar-
ents' experiences in Humble Beginnings, a
potpourri of history, family saga, Slovak in-
formation and social commentary. Her re-
search stretched back to her hometown of

Grassflat, PA. She undertook a vast amount
of research for her 242-page book, complete
with photos, and tables and sold over 700
copies. Her exhaustive set of resources
ranged from oral interviews with older rela-
tives, to courthouse research in the USA and
research in Slovakia itself. The more she
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a newfound respect for the brave ancestors
who came before her.

She was a proud Slovak and Jednota
member and donated her grandfather's Jed-
nota hat to the membership collection in the
FCSU Home Office Museum.

- Submitted by Edward Ryba

uncovered, the more she came away with

Focus on Heritage

—

(L - R) The author's daughters with Dr. Votruba and the author at a Slovak event

The Passing of Renowned Slovak
Scholar Professor Martin Votruba
(1948-2018)

Michael J. Kopanic, Jr.

It is with a heavy heart that | note the passing of an outstanding teacher, a dear friend
and an esteemed colleague, Professor Martin Votruba. He served as the Head of Slovak
Studies Program and was a Senior Lecturer at the University of Pittsburgh (Slavic Depart-
ment, Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences). Many considered him to be the country's
leading scholar on Slovak culture. Martin died on November 23, 2018 after a short bout
with lung cancer, even though he never smoked.

Martin was born the son of Radomir and Viera (Nepozitkova) Votruba on March 6, 1948
in Brno, Moravia, then part of Czechoslovakia, but spent his childhood in Vy$né Hagy.
His origins from a village at the foot of the High Tatra Mountains reflected his favorite
avocation: mountain hiking. He received his MAin 1973 and his doctorate in 1983 (CSC)
from Comenius University in Bratislava. Between degrees, he pursued further studies at
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, where he received a diploma in English Studies
(FS, 1980). As a teacher and scholar, he specialized in Slovak studies — its language,
history, literature, culture, Slovak and West Slavic linguistics, and Communism and its
collapse in Central Europe.

His working career began as an Assistant Professor at the Institute Translate & Interpre-
tation in Bratislava, Slovakia, 1973-1974, and continued at Comenius University, Slovakia,
1974-1985. Upon emigrating from Czechoslovakia, he served on the editorial staff of the
Ornciment Quarterly in Los Angeles, 1985-1988 and as an editor for Radio Free Europe,
in Munich, Germany, 1988-1990. The University of Pittsburgh appointed him to the newly
established permanent Slovak Chair of the Slovak Studies Program, where he remained
since 1990. Together with his diligent secretary, Christine Metil, he started and organized
the ongoing Slovak Heritage Festival, which has continued to be held on the first Sunday
in November each year. He designed the festival so that it appealed to the general pub-
lic - folk dance groups, musicians, exhibits, and, of course, Slovak foods. But he also
included scholarly lectures for those interested in more in depth information on various
topics of Slovak culture.

In addition, every year he organized an annual spring event, The Thomas Kukucka
Memorial Lecture, which brought to the university a prominent scholar to speak on a topic
related to Slovak culture. Votruba himself often lectured at the Department of State in
Washington, at academic conferences, and elsewhere on Slovak topics.

Professor Votruba served as a member of a number of significant institutions: Board
of directors of the Academia Istropolitana, Bratislava; Evaluator of Berlitz transactions
Superior vena cava syndrome, Los Angeles, since 1990; the Slovak collection committee
of the Western Pennsylvania History Society, Pittsburgh, since 1990; a certified tester
for the Slovak and Czech languages for the Interagency Language Roundtable protocol
and training carried out by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

continued on page 18
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Treasures Tours Announces 100th tour —

Now Booking 2019 Trip to Slovakia

Helene Cincebeaux, Branch 75

For the past 30 years we have been immersing our travelers in the rich Slovak folk culture
and reuniting long lost families. We are proud of our 98% success rate in finding living family
there.

In honor of this summer's Centennial Celebration we have added a day to the trip to in-
clude grand Orava castle, a village visit to a rare private local museum where we will feast
on pampusky, incredible doughnuts; plus the charming mountain village of Vlkolinec.

All this in addition to our regular itinerary of Detva Folk Festival, KeZmarok International
Crafts Festival, rafting on the Dunajec in glorious Pieniny Gorge, village parties that spotlight
wedding customs (12) , a Goral Picnic, walled medieval towns of Bardejov and Levoca;
picturesque KoSice, Banska Bystrica, PreSov and Bratislava; the painted homes in Ciémany
and nearby the Rajec Bethlehem, learning about village life in an outdoor museum of cen-
tury old homes; experiencing the royal life in Spi§ and Stara Lubovna Castles.

The Treasures of Slovakia 2019 trip dates are July 6 - 16, cost is $2,299 per person with
a $599 single supplement. Once a deposit is received we go to work to find living family. For
more information, a trip flyer or the day by day itinerary, see the web sites www.our-Slovakia.
com or www.treasurestours.com  or contact Helene Cincebeaux, 7 Walt Place, Palm Coast
FL 32164, 585 342-9383 or helenezx@aol.com.

] & - Ry
Last summer's trip was incredibly
heartwarming with travelers ranging in
age from 15 to 80. We had 7 members of
the Patsiga family, 3 generations! Here
is a photo of David with his daughters
all dressed up in kroj!

Renee Burslem returned to bring her 15
year old son Alex - he enjoyed meeting
all the teens at the village parties and
never lacked for a dancing partner.

The village party was
so joyful we ended
up spilling outside
and dancing in the

village lanes. Here's

Ellie Dixon and Marta

Kotradiova joining in

the fun.

in i
L ’y

Sarah Henrich got to be the bride in
our village wedding party - she and her
mother Mary Beth found family in the far
eastern village of Blatne Remety.

--ﬁ’i = “' L '% ¢ A - 3 ‘:‘
Father and son shepherd's pin makers
at Kezmarok Crafts Fair
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Online Slovak Language Courses
Available January — March 2019

Interested in learning the Slovak language? Instructor Dennis Ragan is offering a Be-
ginning Slovak language "online" course that started in January. Two-hour classes will be
taught on 10 consecutive Thursdays (7:30PM to 9:30PM EST) from January 10 to March
14,2019. Sponsored by the Czechoslovak Genealogical Society Int'l (CGSI), this course
will include basic Slovak vocabulary and phrases, an introduction to Slovak grammar
and presentations on various Slovak cultural topics. The cost is $200 ($180 for mem-
bers of CGSI). To see the course syllabus with more details, please e-mail Dennis at |
dragan322@gmail.com or go to https://www.cgsi.org/events/classes

Professor Martin Votruba

continued from page 17

(ACTFL) in conjunction with the Defense Language Institute. He also belonged to several
scholarly organizations, including the Modern Language Association and the Slovak Stud-
ies Association.

He received numerous awards and commendations: American Association of Teachers
of Slavic and East European Languages Excellence in Teaching Award (Post-Secondary),
2011; Best Academic Article Bi-annual Prize, Slovak Studies Association - Association for
Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies; the Milan Hodza Award of Honor, from the
Slovak Academy of Sciences, 2014; Letter of Commendation for “dedication to education
and to the preservation of the Slovak culture in the community,” Mark Doyle, Member of
Congress of the United States; Letter of Commendation for “educational and instructional
merits and commitment,” Office of the Chief Executive, County of Allegheny; Education
Award “in recognition and appreciation for dedication and service to preserve and enrich
the Slovak culture,” Western Pennsylvania Slovak Cultural Association; Medal of Honor,
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the U.S.; Faculty Honor Roll “in recognition of
dedication to excellence in education,” University of Pittsburgh; Letter of Commendation
“for positive interaction with students,” Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, University of
Pittsburgh. He also helped found and advise the Pitt Students Slovak Club.

The University of Pittsburgh established the Slovak Studies Program in 1990. The
generous support of Slovak-American communities in the USA funded the Slovak Endow-
ment. It enabled the employment of a permanent Chair who could teach courses on the
Slovak language and culture.  Fraternal societies played a leading role in funding the
Slovak Endowment, including the First Catholic Slovak Union, the Ladies Pennsylvania
Slovak Catholic Union, the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, the Slovak Catholic
Sokol, and the National Slovak Society. The University of Pittsburgh is the only university
in the United States that offers a Slovak studies minor.

Professor Votruba built a wonderful website with information about Slovakia, which an-
swers many commonly held questions and includes some useful references. It often
comes up in internet searches about Slovakia. As always when writing, he combined a
smooth English writing style with his wealth of knowledge about Slovak culture, history,
and the Slovak language. Hopefully, the university will maintain his website as a last-
ing legacy to a man who truly deserved to hold the chair of Slovak Studies. The Slovak
Program website may be found at this address: http://www.pitt.edu/~votruba/skprogram/
Martin_Votruba.html

Branch 670 Accepting
Scholarship Applications

Branch 670 of Donora, PA is excited to announce that it is accepting applications for its
2019 Scholarship Program. The committee will award, to the candidates who best satisfy
the criteria up to three, onetime $1000.00 scholarships. Any individual of Branch #670 that
has had a policy for at least 4 years, is current in their premiums, is a high school senior
and will attend an Approved Educational Institution is eligible to apply.

For applications, you may email your request or send a self-addressed, stamped en-
velope to:

Joe Matinko, 85 Crestline Ave., Charleroi, PA 15022 (email: matinko305@comcast.net)

ALL APPLICATION REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 15, 2019
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TES OF THE QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE
RECTORS OF THE FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION

USA AND CANADA SEPTEMBER 21 - 22, 2018
INDEPENDENCE, OHIO

OPEN MEETING:
Reverend Thomas Nasta opened the meeting at 8:30 a.m. by celebrating a Memorial Mass for our
deceased officers and members.

President Andrew Rajec called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked Reverend Thomas Nasta,
National Chaplain, to offer the opening prayer. The President asked Regional Director Milos Mitro to
lead the Board in singing the Anthems of the United States, Canada, and Slovakia, and the recitation
of the Pledge of Allegiance.

READING OF THE CALL:
The Executive Secretary then read the Call to the Quarterly Meeting.

ROLL CALL:
Kenneth Arendt, Executive Secretary, read the roll call with the following members present;
Rev. Thomas Nasta National Chaplain
Andrew Rajec President
Andrew Harcar, Sr. Vice President

Kenneth Arendt Executive Secretary

George Matta Il Treasurer

Karen Hunka Chairman of Auditors

Sabina Sabados Regional Director, Region 1 (excused)
Damian Nasta Regional Director, Region 2

Martha Zavada-Wojcik Regional Director, Region 3

James Marmol Regional Director, Region 4

Michael Lako Regional Director, Region 5

Henry Hassay Regional Director, Region 6

Milos Mitro Regional Director, Region 8

Rudolf Ondrejco Fraternal Activities Director (excused)
Gary Matta General Counsel (excused)

PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA:

President Rajec presented the agenda for the Quarterly Meeting and asked for its acceptance. A
motion was made by Reverend Thomas Nasta and seconded by Damian Nasta to accept the agenda
and to allow the President to change the order of the agenda, if necessary. Motion carried.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING JUNE 2018:
A motion was made by Milos Mitro and seconded by Andrew Harcar, Sr., to accept the minutes of the
Quarterly Board of Directors Meeting of June 2018, as presented. Motion carried.

AQS REPORT:

Larry White, representing AQS Asset Management, Inc., presented his extensive investment portfolio
report by teleconference to the Board of Directors. Each member of the Board of Directors received
a copy of the presentation in advance for his or her review. During and after the presentation, Larry
White answered questions from the Board.

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 2018:

Executive Secretary’s Report

Kenneth Arendt presented the financial summary report for the second quarter and answered the
Board’s questions. He also stated that the second quarter financial statement was published in the
Jednota newspaper.

Federal Home Loan Bank of Cincinnati

The Executive Secretary submitted a written report to the Board of Directors which gave a complete
update of the investments and all current transactions with the Federal Home Loan Bank of Cincin-
nati.

Portfolio Custodian
The Executive Secretary updated the Board of Directors on the report from our portfolio custodian,
Key Bank, and found everything in order and answered the Board’s questions.

Investment Updates
The President, Executive Secretary, and Treasurer reviewed the UBS Fund, MAI Fund, and Clutter-

buck Fund and the Executive Secretary gave a complete transaction report for the month.
Following the reports, the Executive Secretary answered the Board’s questions.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Treasurer George Matta Il presented a written report to the Board of Directors. After the presentation,
he answered the Board’s questions.

ACCOUNTING FIRM:
The President stated he renewed a one-year contract with Hosack, Specht, Muetzel, & Wood, LLP.
He also stated that we will solicit bids from other accounting firms in 2019.

SUBSIDIARIES REPORT:

The President asked James Marmol, President of Jednota Properties, to give an update on the re-
pairs needed on the Memorial in Middletown, PA. Mr. Marmol stated that there was a major repair
done due to a break in the sewer line for building #2. All repairs were completed on a timely basis.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

The Vice President’s report covered membership and marketing, seminars, and agent recruitment.
The Vice President stated we have over 300 active independent agents and we are continuing to
recruit agents.

The Vice President stated he will begin to schedule seminars for 2019.

CONVENTION UPDATE:
The Executive Secretary gave a report regarding the cost of the convention held August 4-8, 2018 in
Cleveland, Ohio. After the report he answered the Board’s questions.

The Executive Secretary stated that he received excellent comments on the use of the electronic
voting devices and how these devices sped up the voting process.

The President stated he will work with the newly elected Fraternal Activities Director to organize future
FCSU National Picnics.

MISCELLANEOUS:
The President wished the Chairman of Auditors, Karen Hunka, the best of luck on her new endeavor
as a lay missionary in Ghana, Africa.

The President thanked Karen for her outstanding service as the Chairman of Auditors for the FCSU.

MIDDLETOWN PROPERTY:
The President stated that the sales agreement for the property in Middletown was signed on August
8, 2018. The purchaser will begin the process of having the property rezoned.

PRESENTATION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee

The Executive Secretary gave a report on the Executive Committee Meetings. He stated that in ac-
cordance with the Bylaws of the First Catholic Slovak Union, the Executive Committee meets monthly
and whenever else it is necessary to take care of the business of the Society.

Investments

The Executive Secretary stated all investments were made in accordance with the laws of the State
of Ohio and with the investment policy adopted by the Board of Directors. The Executive Committee
members work very closely with AQS Asset Management Company and all investments are approved
by a vote of at least three members of the Executive Committee.

REQUESTS FOR ADS AND DONATIONS:
Requests for donations and ads were reviewed and acted upon.

PAYMENT OF BILLS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ANNUAL BOARD MEETING:
A motion was made by Henry Hassay and seconded by James Marmol to pay all the bills associated
with the meeting. Motion carried.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to conduct, a motion was made by Henry Hassay and seconded by
Karen Hunka to adjourn. Motion carried.

Reverend Thomas Nasta closed the meeting with prayer.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Andrew M. Rajec
President

Slovak Canadian Heritage
Museum’s March Exhibit

The Slovak Canadian Heritage Museum will present the
most amazing collection of Slovak Heritage costumes — kroj
- in North America. The exhibit - “Krojove bohatsvo Slov-
enska” — also will feature live demonstrations of costume
sewing embroidery, weaving, and lace making.

The event takes place on Sunday, March 31, 2019, Sts.
Cyril & Methodius Parish, 5255 Thornwood Dr. Mississau-
ga, Ontario.

Mark your calendars! You will not want to miss this one-
of-a-kind event.

For ticket information and reservations please call Mag-
da Vacval 905-275-8529.

- Submitted by Alena Melas,
Slovak Canadian Heritage Museum president
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

SDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

OPEN MEETING:
President Andrew Rajec opened the meeting at 4:00 PM and asked Vice President Andrew
Harcar, Sr., to lead the prayer.

ROLL CALL:
Members attending: Andrew M. Rajec, President
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President
George F. Matta Il, Treasurer
Milos Mitro, Regional Director (via teleconference)

The Executive Committee Meeting is being held in Pittsburgh following the AQS Corporate Gover-
nance Seminar which the Executive Committee attended.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES:

The Executive Secretary presented the minutes of the October 2018 Executive Committee
Meeting. Amotion was made by Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., and seconded by Kenneth A. Arendt to accept
the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

AQS MANAGEMENT, INC.:

Larry White and Byron White, representing AQS Management, Inc., presented an exten-
sive Investment Portfolio Transaction Report to the Executive Committee. Each member of the Com-
mittee received a copy of the presentation in advance for his review. Following the report, both Larry
and Byron White answered the Committee’s questions.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer and the Executive Secretary gave a full written report on the investment
update to the Executive Committee. Following the report, they answered the Committee’s questions.

The President stated that after reviewing the statements from UBS, MAI and Clutterbuck,
he will invite their representatives to attend next month’s Executive Committee Meeting to present a
year-end review of our portfolio.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT:
Investment Updates

The Executive Secretary and Treasurer submitted a written report to the Executive Commit-
tee on the investments and transactions with the Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB), UBS, MAI Fund,
and Clutterbuck Fund. Following the report, the Executive Committee discussed the report and the
Executive Secretary answered the Committee’s questions.

Portfolio Review
The Executive Secretary updated the Executive Committee on the report from our portfolio custodian,
Key Bank, found everything in order, and answered the Committee’s questions.

Mortgages and Overdue Mortgages
The Executive Secretary presented the report for the month of October for the Committee’s
review and answered their questions.

Monthly Disbursements
The Executive Secretary reported that the following disbursements were incurred and paid
during the month of October:

Disbursements for the month of October 2018:

Death Benefits & Accumulations $ 241,298.25
Cash Withdrawals & Accumulations $ 52,691.19
Matured Endowments & Accumulations $ 0.00
Trust Fund $ 0.00

The Executive Secretary also presented the Membership and Annuity Report. The Execu-
tive Committee reviewed the remainder of the disbursements and the Executive Secretary answered
all questions.

SALES AND MARKETING:

The Vice President gave a production report on our agents to the Executive Committee.
He stated we are still recruiting and adding new agents, and at present have 300 agents. The Home
Office is sending the independent agents monthly updates on our products. The independent agents
are also in frequent contact with Andrew P. Rajec, Director of Independent Agents. Agents now pro-
duce over 70% of annuity sales. The Home Office has started an extensive Facebook ad recruiting
campaign to recruit agents in the states we are licensed in. FCSU Commissions will be reviewed and
compared against the competition.

We will continue to advertise our new annuity rates on our website, thru emails, and mail to
all branch officers.

The Executive Secretary stated that we are in the process of converting our insurance
rates to the new 2017 CSO. This should be completed in the first quarter of 2019. We will make the
necessary changes in our computer system and print new brochures and pamphlets to advertise the
new rates. Starting in January 2020 it will be mandatory that we use the 2017 CSO.

The President stated we are in the process of reviewing the commissions paid to our agents
and will consider adjustments.

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW:
Annuity Rates:

The President led a review of the current annuity rates. It was decided the rates remain the
same and be reviewed at the next Executive Committee meeting in December.

MIDDLETOWN:

The President gave an update regarding the sale of the property in Middletown to the Ex-
ecutive Committee. He talked to Michael Schwab, Co-President of D&H, regarding a recent public
meeting and their future actions. We continue to co-operate.

MISCELLANEOUS:

The President stated there will be a joint bowling/golf tournament with GCU, NSS, Slovak
Catholic Sokol and the FCSU. There will also be a meeting with Kevin Collins, our new Fraternal
Activities Director, before the end of the year to make plans for a smooth transition.

REQUESTS FOR ADS AND DONATIONS:
Requests for donations and ads were reviewed and acted upon.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Kenneth A. Arendt and
seconded by George F. Matta Il to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Vice President Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., closed the meeting with prayer.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Andrew M. Rajec
President

1st Annual Winter Polka Party:

COME POLKA OFF THOSE HOLIDAY POUNDS!!!

District 11 along with Branch 200 & Branch 401 are inviting ALL Mem-
bers and Guests including all other Districts in Western PA to this FREE
event to be held:

January 12, 2019 from 7 to 11pm

The C.U.Slovak Club’s Social Hall, 910 6th Avenue, Ford City, PA
16226

Contacts: President Patrick Froncek

Patrickf007@yahoo.co or 724-236-4226
Treasurer Vicki Schaub
Vschaub123@gmail.co or 724-763-9229

Entertainment by: Jack Tady Bears.

Visit Jack Tady’s website @www.polkaplace.com. Check out his accomplishments on the inter-
net such as his induction into the Cleveland-style Polka Hall of Fame. He was the UMPAPA Man of
the Year in 1996, POPP Man of the Year in 1968, & crowned WPA Polka King in 1968.

Snacks will be provided & there will be a cash bar. The kitchen also will be open, with food
available for sale.

Great event to meet or socialize with our members & guests. Whether you polka or just enjoy the
music, we look forward to seeing you and making a tradition for years to come.

- Submitted by District 11 Officers

Answer to buzzie

Solution to Puzzle from page 11

—[0]|>|m
m{»|A[(m
Almm|T

Olz|m|T|T

>(Z[m|Z
Z[O[H|m
m{o(C|r
o|m{—|r

>|W|>(T
»|O|A[m
0n{>—|x

W m{|>|x

mir|(>(I

C{>|on|m
Z[—|m|A
O(x|>|0




JEDNOTA, STREDA, 9. JANUARA 2019

Sy rAvV Yy zo Slovenska
Bratislava - Deti v poslednom roéniku materskych skél budu mat obedy zadarmo
od januéra 2019 a Ziaci z&kladnych Skdl od septembra 2019. Vyplyva to z novely zékona
o dotéciach v pdsobnosti Ministerstva prace, sociélnych veci a rodiny SR, ktord schvalili
poslanci Narodnej rady (NR) SR. Pravnu normu predlozila plénu skupina poslancov

koaliného Smeru-SD.

Bratislava — Novy projekt pre vytvorenie vhodnych ubytovacich podmienok [udom
bez domova na bezpeéné preZitie zimy pripravila organizacia Depaul Slovensko. Pod
nazvom Adoptuj si postel — zachranis zivot sa do projektu méze zapojit verejnost.
Vlyzyvame [udi, aby finanéne prispeli a stali sa podporovatelmi posteli v nadich zariad-
eniach. Okrem noclahu im poskytujeme jedlo, sprchu, obleéenie, zdravotnu aj socialnu
starostlivost, zdévodnil na prezentacii projektu riaditel Depaul Slovensko Jozef Ké&kos.

Bratislava - Vojenski policajti dostali 21 novych vozidiel pick-up v hodnote viac ako
800.000 eur. Sluzit budu na pinenie tloh domaceho, ale aj medzinarodného krizového
manazmentu. Uviedol to minister obrany SR Peter Gajdo$ (SNS), ktory im ich osobne
odovzdal.

Bratislava - Podla polovice obyvatelov Slovenska miera korupcie v krajine za
poslednych pat rokov narastla, iba kazdy desiaty vidi jej pokles. No v porovnani so situa-
ciou pred rokom mierne stpol podiel [udi, ktori veria, Ze va¢Sina [udi na Slovensku by
korupciu oznamila. Ukazal to prieskum agentury Focus pre Nadaciu Zastavme korupciu
pri prileZitosti Medzinérodného dria boja proti korupcii.

Marrakes/Bratislava - Na konferencii Organizacie Spojenych narodov (OSN)

v marockom Marrakesi schvalili v pondelok zastupcovia zo 164 krajin globalny pakt o
migracii. UCastnici schvalili pakt aklaméaciou na zaciatku dvojdriovej konferencie, uviedla
agentura AP. Pripravu Globalneho ramca OSN pre bezpecnu, riadend a legalnu migraciu
(GCM) dokoncili v juli v OSN po 18 mesiacoch rokovani. Voéi tomuto dohovoru sa vSak
medzi¢asom objavili namietky a viacero eurdpskych Statov vratane Slovenska oznamilo,
Ze sa k tejto iniciative nepripoja.

Bratislava -V roku 2017 sledovali slovenski kardiol6govia takmer 660.000
o0s0b. NajcastejSie Slovakov trapili hypertenzné choroby a ischemické choroby srdca.
Informovalo o tom Narodné centrum zdravotnickych informacii (NCZI).

Bratislava - OblUbenost viano&nych trhov u Bratislavéanov klesa a kvalita gas-
tronémie nestupa. Tvrdi to novy primator Bratislavy Matus Vallo, ktory chce, aby uz
buducoro¢né vianoéné trhy produkovali ¢o najmenej odpadu a ponukali lepSiu gastrond-
miu.

Bratislava - Slovensko a Srbsko by mohli zagiatkom budutceho roka podpisat doho-
du o vyrovnani dlhu este z Cias Juhoslavie. Slovensko preferuje jednorazové Ciastoéné
splatenie. Malo by ist o sumu okolo Siestich miliénov eur. Peniaze maju ist na podporu
Slovakov Zijucich v zahrani¢i. Povedal to premiér Peter Pellegrini po rokovani so srbskou
premiérkou Anou Brnabi¢ovou.

Bratislava - Ministerstvo $kolstva, vedy, vyskumu a $portu (MSVVaS) SR potvrdilo,
Ze Slovensko pride 0 100 miliénov eur. Ako uviedla poslankyrfia Narodnej rady (NR)
SR Veronika RemiSova (OLaNO), ministerka Skolstva, vedy, vyskumu a Sportu Martina
Lubyova (nominantka SNS) nazvala zru$enie zavazku cudzim slovom ,dekomitment®, ¢o
znamena, Ze Slovensko o 100 miliénov eur pride.

2iar nad Hronom - Vianoce naSich predkov priblizia vo Svatokrizskom dome
v Ziari nad Hronom. Na navstevnikov ¢akaju tradicie, opekance Ci perniky a koledy v
podani muzskej spevackej skupiny Sekera. Hovorca mesta Martin Balaz pribliZil, ze
podujatie suvisi s poslanim Svatokrizskeho domu, ktory mé obyvatelom mesta priblizovat
a pripominat tradicie a zvyky predkov, ktoré sa vo Svatom Krizi nad Hronom udrziavali.

Kosice - Integrovany dopravny systém, zachytné parkoviska po obvode Kosic,
cyklotrasy a vystavba akvaparku su prioritnymi projektmi, na ktorych chct spolupracovat
mesto KoSice a KoSicky samospravny kraj (KSK). Na stretnuti sa na tom zhodli predseda
KSK Rastislav Trnka a novy kosicky primator Jaroslav Polacek.

Bratislava - Pacienti si od nového roka zaplatia za vy3Setrenie, na ktoré sa objednaju.
Poplatok bude vo vyske maximalne 30 eur. Upozorfiuje na to opozi¢na SaS.

New York/Bratislava - Slovenska republika podporila na Valnom zhromazdeni
OSN v New Yorku pakt o uteencoch. Potvrdil to hovorca Ministerstva zahraniénych
veci a europskych zalezitosti SR Boris Gandel. ,Na hlasovani vo Valnom zhromazdeni
Organizacie Spojenych nérodov sa zt¢astnil staly predstavitel SR pri OSN, ktory podporil
uvedeny dokument - rovnako ako predstavitelia dalSich 180 krajin. Globalny pakt o
ute¢encoch podporilo 26 krajin EU, uviedol Gandel.

Bratislava - V porovnani s minulymi rokmi zaziva Slovensko z ekonomického,
socialneho, aj financného hladiska vobec najuspesne;si rok vo svojej historii. Podla
predsedu Smeru-SD Roberta Fica napriek tomu €ast spolo¢nosti tieto vysledky nevnima
a koncentruje sa skor na negativa. To, Co dokazali média a socialne siete urobit s
verejnostou a verejnou mienkou, ma mrzi. Ziieme v dvoch rozdielnych svetoch, na jednej
strane vyborné vysledky, na druhej strane stale nejaka nedobra nalada.

Bratislava - Prezident SR Andrej Kiska poslal v piatok sustrastny telegram hlave
Statu Ceskej republiky MiloSovi Zemanovi a prezidentovi Polskej republiky Andrzejovi
Dudovi v suvislosti s nasledkami banského ne8tastia pri Karvinej.

Bratislava - Minister obrany SR Peter Gajdo$ (SNS) a zastupcovia Generalneho
Stabu Ozbrojenych sil SR sa v piatok prostrednictvom videohovoru spajili s profesio-
nalnymi vojakmi, ktori budu pocas vianoénych a novoroénych sviatkov sluzit v zahranici.
V8etkym zazelali pokojnu sluzbu, pevné zdravie a trpezlivost pri pineni naroénych tloh
v operaciach. Vojaci deklarovali, ze si budu aj napriek sviatoénému obdobiu plnit zod-
povedne vSetky stanovené ulohy.

Bratislava - Svetové zdruZenie byvalych politickych vazrov so zarmutkom a
polutovanim prijalo spravu, Ze parlament opat zamietol névrh novely zakona o protiko-
munistickom odboji. Tato pravna norma z dielne OLaNO mala byvalym prisluSnikom
komunistickej Statnej bezpecnosti (StB) plosne zdanit vysluhové déchodky a priznat
jednorazovy finanény prispevok politickym vaziom, ich manZelkam, manzelom alebo ich
vdovam a vdovcom vo vySke 1000 eur.

Vyber zo slovenskej tlace
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rokov svojej samostatnosti

Rozdelenim Ceskej a Slovenskej Federativnej Republiky (CSFR) na dva samostatné §ta-
ty - Ceska republiku (CR) a Slovensku republiku (SR) - vznikla 1. janudra 1993 samostatna
SR, ked’ na spoloc¢nej schddzi vlady SR a Narodnej rady SR prijali poslanci vyhlasenie k
vzniku nezavislej Slovenskej republiky. Obyvatelia Slovenska si 1. januar pripominaju ako
Defi vzniku SR. V Ceskej republike v ten defi slavia Defi obnovy samostatného ¢eského $tatu.
Rozdeleniu Cesko-Slovenska predchadzalo v rokoch 1990-1992 mnozZstvo stretnuti a roko-
vani ceskoslovenskych, ¢eskych aj slovenskych politikov i Statnych institacii. Diia 21. januara
1992 Federalne zhromazdenie CSFR neprijalo navrhy prezidenta Vaclava Havla - novelu
Gistavného zakona o referende a Gistavny zékon o prijati novej Ustavy CSFR. Jedenasteho
marca 1992 sa prerusili rokovania medzi SNR a CNR o $tatopravnom usporiadani a mali v
nich pokracovat’ novozvolené parlamenty.

V parlamentnych volbach 1992 zvitazila v CR koalicia Ob&ianska demokratické strana
(ODS) - Krestanskodemokraticka strana a na Slovensku Hnutie za demokratické Slovensko
(HZDS). Nasledne sa zacala séria rokovani veducich predstavitelov ODS a HZDS.

Dna 17. jula 1992 prijala SNR Deklaraciu o zvrchovanosti SR. Prvého septembra 1992
SNR prijala Ustavu SR, ktora nadobudla platnost’ o mesiac neskér, 1. oktobra 1992. Diia 25.
novembra 1992 prijalo Federalne zhromazdenie tstavny zdkon o zdniku CSFR, ktory nado-
budol platnost’ o polnoci z 31. decembra 1992 na 1. januara 1993.

Na poslednom zasadnuti vlady SR pred vznikom samostatnej Slovenskej republiky bol
okrem iného schvaleny navrh Dohody vlad SR a CR o spoloé¢nom postupe pri prechode prav
a povinnosti z pracovnopravnych vztahov zo §tatnych organov a §tatnych organizacii CSFR
v suvislosti so zanikom federacie.

Na namestiach slovenskych miest sa od polnoci 1. januara 1993 uskutoc¢nili polno¢né osla-
vy vzniku SR. V ten den sa uskutoc¢nila aj spolo¢na schodza slovenského parlamentu a vliady
SR, na ktorej prijali vyhlasenie k vzniku samostatnej SR.

Uz pocas prvého dna existencie nezavislej SR ju diplomaticky uznalo 93 §tatov sveta, me-
dzi nimi aj Francuzsko, Nemecko, USA, Ruské federacia, Cina ¢i Spojené kralovstvo.

V dalsich hodinach a v prvych januarovych diioch roku 1993 sa SR stala ¢lenom vyznam-
nych svetovych organizacii a institacii: napriklad Svetovej banky, Organizacie Spojenych
narodov (OSN), UNESCO. Aj v d’alsich mesiacoch roku 1993 sa SR stavala ¢lenom vyznam-
nych institucii a organizacii: od marca bola ¢lenom Stredoeurdpskeho zdruzenia vol'ného ob-
chodu (CEFTA), d’alej Rady Eurdpy (RE) a d’alsich. Od prvych dni existencie sa SR usilovala
integrovat’ do europskych a atlantickych struktir.

So vznikom SR zacala svoju ¢innost’ aj Armada SR, ktora sa neskdr transformovala na
terajSie Ozbrojené sily SR. Od 8. februara 1993 zacala na Gizemi samostatnej SR platit’ nova
mena - slovenska koruna (Sk). Nahradila dovtedajsiu ¢esko-slovenska korunu. Aj slovenska
koruna 1. januarom 2009 ustupila do minulosti, ked’ze ju na uzemi krajiny nahradilo euro
ako nova narodna mena na Slovensku. V ¢ase od 1. januara do 16. januara 2009 platil na
slovenskom tizemi dualny obeh oboch mien. Od 17. januara 2009 sa slovenska koruna zacala
stahovat’ z obehu.Dna 15. februara 1993 poslanci zvolili za prvého prezidenta demokraticke;j
povojnovej SR kandidata HZDS Michala Kovaca. Od roku 2004 je SR ¢lenskym $tatom Eu-
ropskej tinie a NATO, od decembra 2007 je ¢lenom schengenského priestoru.

Dna 1. januara 2009 sa SR stala ¢lenom eurozony. Prijatim eura za bezné platidlo sa zavrsil
integraény proces do EU. Pri prileZitosti sviatku Diia vzniku SR udel'uje prezident krajiny
Statne vyznamenania osobnostiam spolo¢enského, kulturneho a politického zivota.

TASR

Unikdtna bavnkovka
prildkala do Stiavnice
zberatelov z celého Slovenska

Pred Bankou lasky v Banskej Stiavnici stali [[®
uz od rana desiatky zberatel'ov, ktori netrpezlivo
Cakali na spustenie predaja zberatel'skej 0-eu-
rovej bankovky s motivom najdlhsej I"ibostnej
basne sveta. Vynos z jej predaja chcll pouzit
na financovanie zachrany historického Domu
Mariny, v ktorom sa Banka lasky nachadza. :

Bankovka vysla v naklade 10.000 kusov, z o F, 5% Tl
toho 8000 kusov je dostupnych v Dome Mariny. L_‘ -

St na nej zobrazeni Marina a Andrej Sladkovic,

ktorych stvarnili herci Tana Pauhofova a . . .
Robert Roth. Spustenie predaja 0-eurovej bankovky

. S s .
Podla Ondrejkovej zaujem verejnosti o s motivom NajdlhSej Fubostnej basne

bankovky velmi prekvapil. V radoch ¢akali sveta pri pr|Ie2|to_st| 1._verC|a otvorenia
na zadatie predaja uz od skorych rannych Banky lasky v historickom dome, kde
hodin. Prisli 'udia z celého Slovenska, aj zo Zila Sladkovi€ova Marina, v Banskej
vzdialenej§ich regiénov, ako z Popradu ¢&i Stiavnici 19. decembra 2018. Na snimke
Kosic. vystavena 0-eurova bankovka s motivom

Banka lasky je jedinou bankou na svete, kde Najdlh$ej libostnej basne sveta.
si pary, jednotlivci, ale aj rodiny m6zu uschovat’
svoj pribeh lasky. Je vytvorena z 2900 verSov oficialne najdlhSej I'ibostnej basne sveta a nach-
adza sa tam takmer 100.000 schranok lasky. Kazda reprezentuje pismeno, znak alebo medzeru
Sladkovicovej Mariny.

Za prvy rok navstivilo tato banskostiavnicku atrakciu priblizne 20.000 Fudi. V uplynulych
dioch v nej pribudlo nové “nebo lasky”, ktoré sluzi ako pod’akovanie tym, ktori si zakupili
schranku lasky a stali sa tak Siritel'mi basne Marina. Ide o naddvorie domu, kde je instalované
nebo v podobe srdiecok, ktoré si personalizovali majitelia schranok.

=

| EEBH123456 = }
*

Foto: TASR - Jana Vodnakova
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Ozndmenia spolkov a spolocenské podujatia
Clenska schdza spolku sv. Matusa & 45 1KSJ v New York City

Oznamujeme ¢lenom nasho spolku, ze sa uskutoéni schddza sv. Matusa ¢. 45 IKSJ v
New Yorku po slovenskej svitej omsi v nedel’u 20. januara, 2019 o 12:00 hodine v osad-
nej hale slovenského kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého na Prvej Avenue a 66-tej ulici. Las-
kavo ziadame nasich ¢lenov o aktivnu ucast’ na tejto schodzi.

Miaria JuraSiova — pokladnicka
Slovensky ples v Royal Manor, Garfield, NJ]

Slovensko-Americké Kultiirne Stredisko vas vsetkych srdecne pozyva na uz 26-ty Slo-
vensky Ples, ktory sa uskutocni v sobotu 23. februara 2019 v The Royal Manor v Gar-
field, NJ. Gala vecer zac¢ne kokteilom o 19 hod., pokracovat’ bude hlavnym programom
od 20 hod., ktory bude plny hudby so skupinou Express, chutnych jedal, a chybat’ nebude
bohaté tombola. V ramci vecera vystipi Pavol Hammel, jedna zo Zzijucich legiend slo-
venskej hudobnej scény. Bar bude otvoreny celt noc a tancovat’ sa bude az do rana. Viac
informécii + zakupenie listkov najdete: www.SlovakAmericanCC.org, alebo volajte Zuz-
ka 973-357-1209 (Slovak) 908-377-2446 (English). TeSime sa na vas!

Sabina Sabados, predsednicka

Polro¢na schodza Okresu €. 16 Msgr. Krasul’'u IKSJ
Polro¢na schodza Okresu €. 16 Msgr. Krasul'u IKSJ sa uskutoéni v nedel'u 24. februara
2019 na fare kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého bezprostredne po slovenskej svitej omsi o
10:15 hod. Program bude obsahovat’ diskusiu a planovanie buducich aktivit v okrese ¢. 16
IKSJ a v nasledujicom roku 2019. Po schdodzi sa bude podavat’ I'ahké obcerstvenie.
Joan Skrkon, tajomnicka

FaSiangova zabava v Milwaukee, WI

20. zbor Slovenskej ligy v Milwaukee, WI usporiada Fasiangova zdbavu v sebotu 2.

marca 2019 v Knights of Columbus Hall, 1800 S. 92nd Street v West Allis, Wisconsin.

Zaciatok bude 0 5.00 hodine vecer. V kultirnom programe sa predstavi slovensky folklorny

stibor Tatra Slovak Dancers o 6:30 hodine vecer. Vstupné je $5.00 za osobu Na predaj

budt slovenské Jedla zakusky a kolace. Blizsie informéacie: Betty, tel. ¢. 414-425-6137
alebo Ellen, tel. ¢. 262-893-7483.

Kathy Valent, tajomnic¢ka

Vsetkym nasim ¢lenom IKS]J zeldme
St’astny a uspesny Novy rok 2019

Viano¢ny koncert v New Yorku

Hosti privitali farar otec Richard Baker a generalna konzulka Ladislava Begeg, ktora sa

v svojom prihovore podakovala vSetkym priaznivcom Generalneho konzulatu SR v New

Yorku a popriala prijemné sviatky. Desatrocnd Ariana Matolak spolu s rodi¢mi ocarili

divakov viano¢nymi koledami, ktoré spievali slovensky, rusinsky a anglicky. Po koncerte
sviato¢na atmosféra pokracovala pri tradi¢nej viano¢nej kapustnici a viano¢nom pecive.

Mzv.sk

Generalny konzulat SR v New
Yorku uviedol 10. decembra
2018 v slovenskom kostole

Sv. J. Nepomucene v New
York City skupinu Lem Joy
Trio na Viano¢nom koncerte
»Folk Family Christmas.“

The Slovak General Consulate
in New York prepared

a Christmas concert in St.
John Nepomucene Church
featuring the Lem Joy Trio. E=====

Novoro¢ny prihovor 2019 prezidenta Andreja Kisku

PokraCovanie zo str. 24

V roku 2018 sme si museli zlozit' ruzové okuliare pri pisani uspesného pribehu nasej
vlastnej krajiny, aby sme boli schopni Celit’ znechuteniu, neddvere a strate nadeje v lepsiu
budiicnost’. Obstali sme v tejto skuSke? Bolo by trufalé vynaSat’ akési definitivne historické
verdikty. Napriek tomu odpoviem. Ano, obstali sme. Verim, ze do roku 2019 vstupujeme ako
silnejSia a odolnejsia spolo¢nost. Vd’aka vam, vd’aka vSetkym l'ud’om, ktori rozhorcenie,
hnev aj strach premenili na poctiva snahu o lepsiu krajinu.

Som presvedceny, ze ludia, ktorych — na namestiach i mimo nich — dokaze spo-
jit zaujem o ,,sluSnost’ a spravodlivost™, st a vzdy buda schopni slobodu a demokraciu
rozvijat' a chranit. V roku 2018 sme dozreli v spolocnost’, ktora aj na tie najhorsie prav-
dy o sebe samej dokdze odpovedat zdravou tizbou po zmene. A ochotou o fiu bojo-
vat — slusne, ale dorazne. Presvedcili sa o tom viaceri mocni a kedysi nedotknutelni,
¢o si arogantne mysleli, Ze slusnostou a spravodlivostou budi moct pohfdat navzdy.
Velkou vyzvou zostava hl'adat’ a pontkat’ také rieSenia, aby ¢ast’ nasej spolo¢nosti nevidela
vychodisko z hnevu ¢i beznadeje v extrémnych rieSeniach a politikoch, ktori demokraciou a
slobodou pohtdaji. Tato hrozba, Casto Zivena nenavist'ou, je skutocna. Budeme jej celit’ aj v
nadchadzajucich prezidentskych vol'bach, ¢i vo volbach do Eurpskeho parlamentu.

Chcem este raz posmelit’ vSetkych, ktorym zalezi na nasej krasnej krajine, aby pokracovali
v snahe o slusné a spravodlivé Slovensko. Aby ste sa nedali odradit’ tym, Ze veci sa nemenia
tak rychlo, ako by sme si Zelali. Nedajte sa znechutit’ tym, ze mnohym politikom iba pomaly
dochadza, ¢o sa v roku 2018 stalo. Demokracia nepozna kone¢né vitazstva ani konecné
prehry. Demokracia je proces. Demokracia je praca. V roku 2019 nas ¢aka vela prace. (7ext
mierne skrdteny)

Zelam vam, va$im rodinam, vaS$im milym a blizkym zdravie a lasku, Zelim vam dni
pIné nadeje, radosti a hrdosti. St’astny novy rok 2019.%
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Sldvnostné odovzdavanie cien Woodrowa
Wilsona na Velvyslanectve SR vo Washingtone

V stredu 12. decembra 2018 odovzdal vel'vyslanec SR v USA Ivan Korcok vo Washing-
tone cenu Woodrowa Wilsona vyznamnym osobnostiam, ktoré sa pricinili o rozvoj slovens-
ko-americkych vztahov. Cena je spolo¢nym projektom Vel'vyslanectva SR vo Washingtone a
Velvyslanectva USA v Bratislave, pricom je sucast'ou podujati pripominajicich si vyznamné
vyrocia nasej historie. Host'ami na podujati boli aj prislusnici Narodnej gardy Indiany, ktora bola
Vel'vyslanectvom USA v Bratislave ocenena na jesen tohto roka.

Ako uviedol vel'vyslanec SR v USA Ivan Korcok, ,,Kon¢iaci rok 2018, v ktorom sme si pri-
pominali vyznamné historické milniky bol prilezitostou uvedomit’ si, ze naSa vlastna historia sa
nepisala izolovane od Vel’k}'lch udalosti a osobnosti svetovej politiky. Dejiny sme spolutvorili a
ma obrovsky vyznam sa k nim hlésit’.*

L. Korcok v tejto stvislosti uviedol, Ze dobré vztahy medzi Statmi, ktoré st aj pripadom Slov-
enska a Spojenych Statov, sa vyznacuji vzajomnou inspiraciou: ,,Pre mna osobne napriklad v
tom, ako sa Americania hrdo hlésia k vlastnym osobnostiam a historii. Vidite to na nespocetnych
monumentoch ¢i malych historickych tabuliach, pri ktorych ¢akaju tisice l'udi, aby vzdali actu.”

»Myslim si, ze v tomto je hlavna myslienka ceny Woodrowa Wilsona, ktorti sme tohto roku
odovzdali spolo¢ne s vel'vyslancom USA na Slovensku osobnostiam v USA a u nas doma. Oce-
nili sme tych, ktori tu zanechali vyraznii stopu a cez ktorych tu nasa krajina dava o sebe vediet.
Za to si tato cenu zasluzia a verim, Ze oni budu inSpirovat’ d’alsich.

Plati to o izasnom pribehu manzelov Vilcekovcov, ktori opustili svoju krajinu pred 50 rokmi,
aby sa uplatnili na poli umenia a vedy, a nasledne sa o svoj uspech podelili filantropiou. Rovnako
tak to plati o Mary MacPherson, ktora absolvuje nespocetné mnozstvo ciest na Slovensko, aby
podporila mladé¢ firmy v oblasti inovacii a modernych technologii.

S pokorou cenu prijal aj slovensky hokejovy reprezentant a hviezda NHL Peter Bondra, ktory
bol zvyknuty na pozitivne emdcie fanusikov. Spolu s generaciami Uspesnych Sportovcov, ktorych
mena sa v USA dodnes sklonuju s velkym respektom prispel k tomu, ze sa takej obrovskej kra-
jine, akou su Spojené staty, o Slovensku vie.

Lubos Pastor, slovensky profesor financii, ktory posobi na )ednej z najlepswh skol svojho
druhu, University of Chlcago Booth School of Business, je uznavany v ramci americkej aka-
demickej Spicky a svojim vyskumom prispieva k $ireniu dobrého mena Slovenska.

Ocenenou bola tiez Cecilia Rokusek, riaditel'ka Narodného ¢eského a slovenského muzea a
kniznice v Cedar Rapids v State lowa, ktora dlhé roky napomahala rozvoju spoluprace medzi
slovenskymi a americkymi univerzitami v oblasti mediciny a farmacie. Rozbehla uspesné vy-
menné programy Studentov a vyskumnikov.

Organizacia Friends of Slovakia s jej dlhoroénymi veducimi predstavitelmi, prvym
vel'vyslancom USA v SR, Theodorom Russellom a honorarnym konzulom SR Josephom Sen-
kom, bola ocenena za prinos k rozvoju politickej, ekonomickej a kultiirnej spoluprace, ako aj
dlhoro¢nt podporu Vel'vyslanectva SR vo Washingtone.
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Ocenenie J. Rydlovi (zfava na snimke) odovzdal predseda Historického odboru MS
Prof. Rébert Letz a JUDr. Stefan Martinkovi¢.

Cenu Daniela Rapanta
na rok 2018 dostal J. Rydlo

Cenu Daniela Rapanta udel'uje Historicky
odbor Matice slovenskej od roku 1997 ako
svoje najvyssie ocenenie za prinos k rozvo-
ju historickych vied, za zasluhy o poznanie
slovenskych dejin a zivota Slovakov doma
aj v zahranici. Medzi jej laureatmi najdeme
plejadu slovenskych historikov, napr. Belo [#&
Polla, Richard Marsina, Milan Durica, Vale-
rian Bystricky, Anton Hrnko, Matus Kucera,
Peter Ratkos, Jan Lukacka ¢i Ivan Mrva.

Za rok 2018 Cenu Daniela Rapanta dostal
p. Jozef Rydlo, ¢len Slovenského ustavu,
niekdajsi poslanec NRSR a dlhoro¢ny tajom-
nik Slovenského ustavu v Rime, ktory patri
k vyznamnym predstavitelom slovenského
politického exilu po roku 1968.

Ocenenie mu odovzdal predseda Historic-
kého odboru MS Prof. Rébert Letz a JUDr. Stefan Martinkovi¢, predseda Dozorného vy-
boru MS. Laureéta pozdravil osobitnym listom predseda Narodnej rady SR JUDr. Andrej
Danko.

Medzi hostami bol nitriansky sidelny biskup Mons. Viliam Judak, predseda Rady KBS
pre historiu, vojensky biskup Mons. Frantisek Rabek, predseda Rady KBS pre vedu, vzde-
lanie a kultru ¢i emeritny arcibiskup-metropolita Jan Sokol.

Podujatie kultirnym programom obohatilo Trio Ad Libitum a spevak Ivan Ozvat, ¢len
opery Slovenského narodného divadla. Pri tejto prilezitosti mesto Vrbové laureata poctilo
svojou jubilejnou medailou, ktord mu odovzdala jeho primatorka Dr. E. Maggiova.

Od Stedrého diia vychédzajii do ulic
tisice kolednikov Dobrej noviny

Od pondelka 24. decembra vy-
chadzaju do ulic tisice kolednikov
Dobrej noviny. Nadviazu tak uz
po dvadsiatystvrty raz na davnu
Pudovi tradiciu koledovania, po-
lazovania ¢i viano¢nych hier.

Koledovanie ako l'udova tradi-
cia bola vzdy viazana na konkré-
tny region, ktorého Specifika
a jedineCnost sa odrazili aj vo
forme samotného  koledova-
nia. Jednotnym motivom zos-
talo ohlasovanie radostnej zvesti
o narodeni JeziSa Krista, ktoré sa
v ramci kolednickej akcie Dobra
novina rozsirilo o rozmer soli-
darity a spolupatri¢nosti s nudznymi v chudobnejsich krajinach.

Kolednikov Dobrej noviny spoznate podla toho, ze budi mat’ oznacené pokladnicky
oficialnymi nalepkami s oznacenim verejnej zbierky. Za priebeh koledovania v kazdej far-
nosti je zodpovedna konkrétna osoba, ktora sa na vyziadanie méze preukazat’ osobitnym
poverenim na vykonanie zbierky, ktoré je adresované na jej osobu a vlastnoru¢ne pod-
pisané riaditelom Dobrej noviny, Marianom Cauéikom.

Kolednici si v stilade s vnutornymi zasadami Dobrej noviny nenechavaji ziadne finan¢né
prostriedky pre seba, vSetky finan¢né dary na zaver koledovania zrataju, zapisu do oficial-
nej zapisnice za pritomnosti aspon dvoch dospelych os6b a posli na oficidlny ucet verejnej
zbierky. Koledovanie bude prebiehat’ v diioch 24. decembra az 6. januara po celom Sloven-
sku. Symbolickym ukonéenim 24. rocnika bude Trojkral'ovy sprievod ulicami Bratislavy,
ktory sa uskuto¢ni v nedel’u 6. januara 2019 vobec po prvykrat.

Ako tomu byva zvykom, so zaiatkom roka byva spita aj tradi¢na navsteva prezi-
dentského palaca. Prezident SR Andrej Kiska prijme 8. januara tri kolednicke skupinky
z Brusnice, Kysuckého Nového Mesta a z Podunajskych Biskupic, ktoré mu zaspievaju
a zavinsuju vSetko dobré do Nového roka.

£ i -""i:' .
Nitriansky biskup Judak blahozela
laureatovi Ceny Daniela Rapanta 2018
Jozefovi Rydlovi.
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Patrdni a patronky
kostolov na Slovensku

Prvé storo¢ie nasho letopoétu znamend u nasich predkov isté rozhranie. Zili este pastierskym
a ko¢ovnym zivotom, ktory postupne opust’ali a zacali sa usadzovat, stavat’ si obydlia, chovat’
dobytok, obrabat’ pddu, pestovat obilniny... Vznikali tak osady, obce a z niektorych aj mesta,
prevazne za panovania Ondreja I1. (1205 — 1235).

Prichod krestanstva na Slovensko spdsobil, Ze sa zacali stavat’ krize a kaplnky, v obciach
a mestach aj kostoly spajajuce sa s menami svétcov a svitic a stali sa tak po vysviteni ich
patrénmi (patronkami). Spomeniem niektoré:

Radoma : kostol Ruzencovej Panny Marie

Slia¢ : kostol sv. Mikulasa a v areali kupel'ov kaplnka sv. Hildegardy (dala ju postavit' v
1. 1855 — v klasicistickom slohu v parku pod kupel'mi v Rybaroch (Sliaci) rakuska arcikinazna
Hildegarda, manzelka raktiskeho arcikniezat’a Albrechta, ako prejav vd’aky za zlepSenie svojho
zdravotného stavu pocas pobytu v slia¢skych kiupeloch)

Staré Hory: kostol Navstivenia Panny Marie

Marianka: Bazilika Narodenia Panny Marie (najstarSie putnické miesto na Slovensku)

Spisska Kapitula: katedrala sv, Martina

Presov: kostol sv. Mikulasa, gréckokatolicky Chram svétého Jana Krstitel'a, Chram

svitého Alexandra Nevského...

Lucenec: kostol Navstivenia Panny Marie...

Levice: kostol sv. Mikulasa...

Trstena: kostol sv. Martina

Detva: kostol svitého Frantiska z Assisi

Zvolen: kostol sv. Alzbety, evanjelicky kostol svitej Trojice...

Banska Stiavnica: kostol Nanebovzatia Panny Mérie...

Levoca: kostol sv. Jakuba ( s najvys$sim oltarom na svete — 18.6 m)...

Saitin: Bazilika Sedembolestnej Panny Marie

Nitra: kostol sv. Petra a Pavla, kostol sv. Gorazda, Bazilika svitého Emerama...

Trnava s 12 kostolmi nazyvana slovensky Rim: Bazilika svétého Mikulsa, kostol sv.

Heleny, kostol sv. Jozefa...

Bratislava s 51 kostolmi: Dom sv. Martina (bola tu korunovana uhorska panovnicka

Maria Terézia), kostol sv. Sebastiana, chram sv. Rastislava, kostol Zvestovania Pana...

Kosice: Dom sv. Alzbety (povazovany za najkraj$i na Slovensku), kostol Bozieho

Milosrdenstva, kostol Kralovnej pokoja, kostol sv. Gorazda, Gréckokatolicka

cerkev Narodenia Panny Marie...

Bardejov: Chram sv. Egidia...

Banska Bystrica: kostol Nanebovzatia Panny Marie, kostol svitej Alzbety...

Skalica: kostol sv. Frantiska Xaverského, kostol sv. Michala archanjela, kostol

Najsvitejsej Trojice...

Privlastok ,,svéty*, ,,svéta!“ prenikol v tom obdobi aj do ndzvov niektorych obci a miest.
Pocas komunistickej totality bol vSak odstraneny (priecilo sa to politike a ideoldgii jeho sys-
tému) a stal sa tak ich ochrancom — patrénom, napr.:

Svity Jur - Jur pri Bratislave

Svity Anton - Antol

Svity Benadik - Benadik

Liptovsky Svity Mikulas — Mikulas
Turciansky Svéty Martin — Martin...

Nuz tazké to boli roky. Komunisticky totalitny systém nepovolil pocas svojho 50 ro¢ného
vladnutia postavit’ ani kriz, ani kaplnku ani kostol, hoci zo strany krestanov bola taka
poziadavka. Po zaniku totalitného rezimu a obnoveni demokracie a nabozenskej slobody
opit kostoly na dedinach: Hronsek, Vlkanova, Kovacovia...,, v mestach a sidliskach: Zvolen,
Petrzalka...

Tak ako sa vo svete rozpadavaju komunistické rezimy, rozpadol sa aj niekdajsi na Slovensku.
Andrej Stelmak, Slia¢

" kg ] 1
Kostol Navstivenia Panny
Marie Staré Hory.

Dém sv. Alzbety
v KoSiciach.

Bazilika Narodenia Panny
Marie v Marianke.

Bazilika Sedembolenej Panny Marie
v Sastine.

Chram sv. Jakuba v Levo¢i.
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Tak vitali Novy rok
2019 v centre Bratislavy

’ s

Polno¢ny ohnostroj na
Dunaji bol spojeny so
svetelnou a hudobnou Sou
so scenériou dunajského
nabrezia. Centralnou zéonou
silvestrovskych oslav
v meste bolo Namestie
Ludovita Stara, Hviez-
doslavovo ndmestie a
Razusovo nabrezie. Este
predtym vSak nechybal
tradi¢ny silvestrovsky beh
cez bratislavské mosty.
Ohnostroj bol odpaleny z
plavidla uprostred rieky
Dunaj s hudobnou kulisou
na motivy slavneho valcika
Johana Straussa - Na
krasnom modrom Dunaji.
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FOTO TASR - Pavel Neubauer
Pohlad na ohnostroj poc¢as novoroénych oslav 1.
januara 2019 v Bratislave.

Novoroc¢ny prihovor 2019
prezidenta Andreja Kisku

Stalo sa peknou tradiciou, ze v prvy deil nového roka sa vam prihovaram ako hlava Statu.
Zelam vietko najlepsie vam — Pud’om, ktori na Slovensku Zijti, tym, ktorym je blizke
ako aj vietkym nasim roddkom po celom svete. Zelam vietko najlepsie Slovensku —

krajine, ktorej mam ta Cest’ sluzit’ a ktora dnes oslavuje 26 rokov od svojho vzniku.

Ako prezident Slovenskej republiky sa vam na Novy rok prihovaram posledny raz.
Chcem zdoraznit', opat’ a uprimne, aka vzacna je pre mna moznost’ stravit' s vami takto
aspon niekol’ko minut dnesného sviato¢ného dna. A podelit’ sa s vami o myslienky, ktoré
povazujem za ddlezité a mozno i naliehavé.

Zelam vam k Novému roku vel'a zdravia, lasky a porozumenia. Zeldm vam rok plny
uspechov, stastia a pohody vo vaSom rodinnom aj profesionadlnom Zzivote. Prajem vam,
aby ste nasli dostatok inspiracie, odvahy a vntitornej sily na zvladnutie vSetkych vyziev,
ktorym na ceste rokom 2019 budete ¢elit. Zeldm vam vel'a dobrych volieb a spravnych
rozhodnuti, ktoré vam prinest radost’ a spokojnost’.

Ked som sa prihovaral takto vlani, predpokladal som, Ze v roku 2018 budeme viac
nez inokedy spominat’ a bilancovat’. Mal to byt rok oslav okrahlych vyro¢i. Mala to byt
prilezitost’ pripomenut’ si symboliku osmickovych rokov, ktoré v nasich dejinach zohrali
mimoriadnu ulohu. A — v dobrom ¢i v zlom — nés sformovali ako $tat aj ako spolo¢nost’,
akou sme dnes.

V roku 2018 sme mali spolu s priatelmi v Ceskej republike dostojne oslavit’ nesmierny
vyznam hodnét slobody, demokracie, respektu k I'udskym a obc¢ianskym pravam, ktoré
nam pred sto rokmi priniesla spolo¢na Ceskoslovenska republika.

Mali sme si so zdvihnutym varovnym prstom pripominat’ 70 rokov od néstupu totalitné-
ho rezimu, ktory ndm na dlhé desatrocia slobodu a demokraciu vzal. Aj s pomocou tankov
a vojakov armad VarSavskej zmluvy, ktori pred 50 rokmi prisli zastrasit’ tizbu l'udi po
spravodlivejsej spolo¢nosti.

Mali sme s hlbokou uctou spominat’ na odvahu veriacich, ktori sa pred 30 rokmi postavi-
li proti komunistickému rezimu na Svieckovej demonstracii. V roku 2018 uplynulo presne
dvadsat’ rokov, odkedy l'udia v parlamentnych vol'bach porazili meciarizmus — cynicky
pokus zneuzit' samostatnost’ Slovenskej republiky na sebecké mocenské a ekonomické
ciele.

Toto vietko sme minuly rok robili. Zial’, poznageni smutkom a hnevom. Pretoze vietko
bolo inak. Sam rok 2018 sa zaradil do historie Slovenskej republiky ako d’alsi prelomovy
,»osmickovy” rok. Taky, v ktorom nestacilo spominat’, nestacilo pripominat’ si symboliku
dejinnych udalosti a vysvetl'ovat ich vyznam pre nasu sucasnost’ i nasu budicnost’. Vrazda
Jana Kuciaka a Martiny Kusnirovej zmenila rok oslav a spomienok na rok, ktory si budeme
pamaitat’ ako rok zapasu o slusnost’ a spravodlivost’.

Vrazda dvoch mladych I'udi a jej dosledky nés prinutili pozriet’ sa priamo na seba. Po-
zriet’ sa priamo na spolocnost’, v ktorej zijeme. Pozriet’ sa priamo na §tat, ktory tvorime a
rozvijame. Stratili sme narok sklopit’ zrak a uhnut’ pohl'adom.

Pokracovanie na str. 22
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EASYFOTO TASR - Jaroslav Bublinec
Na snimke prezident SR Andrej Kiska (treti vpravo) odovzdava papezovi
FrantiSkovi dar zo Slovenska - Styri vianoéné gule, ktoré vyrobili fudia zo socialne
znevyhodnenych skupin, po€as audiencie 14. decembra 2018 vo Vatikane.

On December 14, 2018 in the Vatican President Andrej Kiska presented Pope Francis
ornaments made by handicaped children in Slovakia.

A. Kiska bol u papeza, odovzdal

mu vianoc¢né gule zo Slovenska

Prezident SR Andrej Kiska v piatok absolvoval audienciu u papeza Frantiska. Odovzdal
mu dar zo Slovenska - $tyri viano¢né gule, ktoré vyrobili 'udia zo socialne znevyhodne-
nych skupin.

Papez pri preberani viano¢nych gil’ Kiskovi povedal, ze ich necha zavesit’ na vianocny
stromcek v Dome svitej Marty, kde bude sluzit’ omse az do Vianoc.

Po jednej vianoc¢nej guli pre papeza vyrobili hendikepované deti a ich rodicia v koSic-
kom centre Liberta, deti a mladi dospeli v Detskom domove Turzovka, 'udia bez domova
v bratislavskom centre Resoty Antona Srholca a zZiaci zakladnej $koly v Spisskom Hrhove,
do ktorej chodia aj roémske deti.

Slovensky prezident v mene svojich krajanov pozval hlavu katolickej cirkvi aj na nav-
Stevu Slovenska. Papez na pozvanie odpovedal, Ze v principe ho prijima, avSak jednym
dychom upozornil, ze ma nabity program.

TASR

Prehliadka betlehemskych skupin

FOTO TASR - Lenka Kroslakova
Na snimke Betlehemci z obce Lom nad Rimavicou pocas prehliadky
betlehemskych skupin s nazvom Pastierske hry viano¢né, ktori v dedine
organizuju uz po devatnasty raz. V Lome nad Rimavicou okres Brezno 29.
decembra 2018.



