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PRESIDENT'S NEW YEAR MESSAGE

Blessings and best wishes to you and your family for 2014. |
would like to express on behalf of myself and the First Catholic
Slovak Union sincere condolences to all of you who have expe-
rienced loss of a loved one in 2013.

We look forward to 2014 and our Convention in August in
Philadelphia. Much planning and preparation has already been
done with more to follow.

In 2013 the Society has again reached records in assets and
even more importantly surplus. We will report on that in the
future.

We thank all Members for showing confidence in the stabil-
ity, management and future of our Society. Why not spread the
word to other family members and friends that the F.C.S.U.,
Jednota, is successfully working for its Members for their finan-
cial benefit and for the Catholic Faith?

New Year Resolutions have been talked about for years. Lose weight, don’t forget your
wife’s or husband’s birthday and other special events, don’t procrastinate etc., are resolu-
tions we all have made, probably more than once. Some people have been very successful
in fulfilling one or more. Others not.

How about making another 2014 Resolution: getting your financial life in order?

Have you started a plan for the future, whatever your age?

Do you take advantage of a 401 (K) plan at your place of employment?

Do you have an IRA and make annual contributions? The FCSU offers a variety of both
ROTH and regular IRA plans. Get into the habit of saving. See our notices in the Jednota.
Have you ordered a copy of the FCSU Estate Planning Booklet — Your Personal Record
Keeper? (See page 24.) Just give a call, write or e-mail us a request. There is no charge. It
is an invaluable tool.

In addition, plan for you and your family’s future and financial security by investigating our
insurance and annuity products. Why wait? Encourage your kids, family and friends.

New Year Resolution time can also apply to our spiritual life. We all can improve. Maybe
we can help a son or daughter or other family member in finding Christ either directly or
through good example. It can work with gentle, loving persistence.

Happy New Year to you and may 2014 bring you peace and love.

Andrew M. Rajec

Fraternally,
Andrew M. Rajec, President

If you are
a Branch
or District
qualified to
send delegates
to the 50th
Quadrennial
Convention
of the First Catholic Slovak Union:
Please make sure to review your
DELEGATE REQUIREMENTS
FOR CONVENTION,
included on page 3 of this issue.
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Third Annual Bowling Tournament

April 25—26, 2014
Pittsburgh, PA

I'a&au 5

Hrso s’

Join us for the Third Annual Bowling Tournament with the United Slovak Fraternals. AMF
Mt. Lebanon Lanes, the home of the Third Annual Bowling Tournament, offers traditional
bowling on 52 lanes, featuring new flat screen monitors and a new Kegel lane machine.
Relax in their bar area and watch your favorite sports on TV or challenge your friends to a
game of pool. Smoking is allowed in the bar area only.

You no longer bowl in a Sanctioned league or have a league available? No problem! If
you have participated in 3 tournaments within the last 6 years, we can use your tournament
average to determine a handicap. If not, we will still give you a handicap based on an aver-
age of 175 (men) or 150 (women). So come on out and join us for weekend full of fun and
excitement.

The Team Event will be held Friday evening. Doubles and Singles events will be held
Saturday. Registration forms can be found inside this issue on page 5.

continued on page 5

Susan Ondrejco, National Fraternal
Activities Director

___________

" What are you waitin’
Start your New Year off right.

Open or add to your
IRA account by 4/15/2014.

8 Year Flexible Premium IRA 3.6000

B Year Flexible Premium IRA 3.2000

B Year Fixed Rate IRA ~ 3,10%

Inside this edition:

+ 2013 National Photo Contest Winners, Part |
See pages 14-15
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Insights and Viewpoints

St Vincent AI‘ChabbCy - HomilieS,Father Campion P. Gavaler 0.S.B.

January 26, 2014

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle A
Matthew 4: 12-23

Gospel Summary

When Jesus heard that John the Bap-
tist had been arrested, he left Nazareth
and went to Capernaum. Herod Antipas
was ruler of this territory, Galilee of the
Gentiles, regarded as a region of God-

forsaken pagan ways. It is here that Jesus goes to take up what
is now the dangerous mission of John, to proclaim the coming of
God's kingdom.

Jesus then proceeds to call Peter, Andrew, James and his
brother John to follow him as disciples. Through Jesus, what has
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah is at last fulfilled: ". . . the
people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, and on those
dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has risen."

Campion P. Gavaler,
0.S.B.

Life Implications

Matthew graphically portrays the unredeemed human condition: John, victim of the
injustice of arrest and subsequent execution; people sitting in darkness and the shadow of
death. Hearers of Matthew's gospel already know that Jesus and many who became his
disciples soon would meet the same kind of injustice and violent death as John.

Graham Greene, in his novel The Power and the Glory, portrays the hopelessly fallen
human condition in a similarly graphic way through the thoughts of the main character:
"The knowledge of the world lay in her like the dark explicable spot in an x-ray photograph;
he longed -- with a breathless feeling in the beast -- to save her, but he knew the surgeon's
decision -- the ill was incurable."

The good news of Christian faith is that no experience of our human condition, however
“incurable” it may seem, even death, is hopeless. The mission of Jesus is to proclaim that
God loves us and wants to give himself to us if we but turn to accept him. Jesus, "God
with us," is the incarnation of this supreme love -- light for people who sit in darkness, life
in a land overshadowed by death.

The gospel today also reminds us that Jesus calls each of us by name to follow him:
our ultimate happiness depends upon our response. No human project or love, however
great, may be preferred (" They left their boat and their father and followed him").

In this Sunday's liturgy we might pray for the gift of faith to follow Jesus into the life of
God's love. This is the faith that overcomes the world of violence, darkness and death.
And with the gift of sharing Christ's faith comes a peace that surpasses understanding.

NEWSPAPER DEADLINES

All copy is due by 4:30 PM., THE MONDAY OF THE WEEK BEFORE THE IS-
SUE DATE, unless otherwise stated below because of special holiday sched-
uling. Copy that is not received by this deadline will not necessarily appear
in the following Wednesday’s issue.

Issue Date

WEDNESDAY, FEB 5
WEDNESDAY, FEB 19 MONDAY, FEB 10
WEDNESDAY, MAR 5 MONDAY, FEB 24

Correspondents who are announcing upcoming events should remem-
ber that the JEDNOTA is printed EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY, and should
take into account the extra time lost in the postal system. Therefore,
please plan to have your announcements to us in ample time for them to
be printed and received by the readership.

Send all copy (English AND Slovak) to:

Teresa Ivanec, Editor; fcsulifeeditor@gmail.com

First Catholic Slovak Union, Attention “JEDNOTA”

6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300, Independence, OH 44131-2398
FAX: 216-642-4310

Copy Date
MONDAY, JAN 27

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Tony Rossi, Director of Communications, The Christophers

Tim Conway’s Hilarious (and Spiritual) Life

You should always follow your mother’s advice. Well, almost always. Consider this story that
comedian Tim Conway shared in his recent “Christopher Closeup” interview about his new memoir,
“What's So Funny? My Hilarious Life.”

During his third year starring in the 1960’s sitcom “McHale’s Navy,” Conway got a call from his
mother Sophia in Ohio. She told him, “Ken Shutts down at the hardware store is taking on new help.
You know him rather well, so you should apply.”

Surprised, Conway responded, “Ma, have you been watching television in the last couple of
years?”

Sophia answered, ‘I saw it, but that junk isn’t going to last. You've got a chance to get a good
steady job. You should take it.”

Thankfully, Conway didn’t pursue that job, which freed him up to make it onto “The Carol Burnett
Show,” where he cemented his comedic legacy. Surprisingly, show business was not his first career
choice. He told me, “l wanted to be a jockey. But at this weight, even the horses ask you to get off.
Plus, | fell off a lot, and people betting on you would like to see you on the horse when it comes
across the finish line.”

Apivotal spiritual moment in Conway’s life came in high school. He was playing in a football game
when he got hit hard in the back. He writes in his book that he was unable to talk or “feel anything
below my neck let alone move.” His team members grabbed his arms and legs and carried him off
the field. A doctor took an X-ray, found nothing broken, and put him in a neck brace for a few weeks.

Many years later, Conway visited a doctor due to back spasms. The doctor told him his “spasms
were a residual effect stemming from a broken vertebra.” Conway insisted he’'d never broken a
vertebra, so the doctor asked if he'd ever had a sports injury. Conway told him about the high school
football incident.

The doctor replied, “Here’s what | think. Your vertebra probably was broken when you were hit,
but when they picked you up and carried you to the locker room, your back got stretched out. I'd
guess that the vertebra went back into place. The X-ray may not have shown anything at the time
but, | assure you, you came very close to being permanently disabled. If they hadn’t moved you, it
might have been a different story.”

Conway writes, “Ever since that incident on the football field, which might have altered the course
of my life, Jesus and | have stayed in constant touch. | never stop saying thank you.”

Though Conway, who converted to Catholicism in college, doesn’t wear his faith on his sleeve,
his relationship with God remains important to him. He admits that his journey of faith hasn't always
been a straight line, but adds, “All straight lines get a little crooked from time to time, but | tried to
maintain a decent life.”

When | asked Conway what he hopes readers learn from his book, he said, ‘I hope it helps them
better know what my outlook on life was—to see life as humorous and enjoyable. | think God has
placed me in several positions, which | have found humorous. | find humor in life itself, and I can
hardly wait to thank Him in person.”

For a free copy of the Christopher News Note, YOUR CAREER COUNTS, write: The Christo-
phers, 5 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004; or e-mail: mail@christophers.org

The First Catholic Slovak Union is now accepting
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DELEGATE REQUIREMENTS FOR CONVENTION

Please note the special sections highlighted so your branch will qualify to send delegates
to the Convention:

SECTION 14. RULES GOVERNING LOCAL BRANCHES

Bylaw Section 14.01 GENERAL RULES

a) Branch and district meetings shall be held in the close proximity of the hub of its mem-
bers. The meetings shall be held at least semiannually, one of which must be for the election
of officers, who shall assume their duties upon election. Notice of each of these meetings
shall be published in the Official Organ at least thirty (30) days in advance of such a
meeting.

SECTION 4. MEMBERSHIP

Bylaw Section 4.05 FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS:

By the end of March of each year, the Home Office shall pay each local branch
$4.00 per member, per year, not to exceed $8,000.00, provided the local branch has fulfilled
the following requirements:

a) Published, announced, and conducted two (2) semi-annual meetings, one of which
shall be an annual meeting held for the election of officers. Meeting attendance (sign in)
sheets or copies shall accompany the Reports submitted to the Executive Secretary.

b) Submitted an annual report to the Executive Secretary on a provided form, by February
15th of the following year.

¢) Submitted a financial report to the Executive Secretary on a provided form, by February
15th of the following year.

d) Hosted, sponsored, promoted or attended at least one fraternal activity in the past year.

e) Produced at least one (1) new contract in the previous calendar year. Branches with
two hundred-fifty (250) or more members must produce at least two (2) new contracts.

f) Provided the Home Office, on a continuing basis, current addresses of members and
completed change of beneficiary forms, death reports, and such other documents as re-
quired by the Home Office.

g) Sent a branch representative to attend at least one district meeting per calendar
year. Those in attendance at the district meeting may vote to provide a branch with
an excused absence.

1) Members attending a district meeting shall sign an attendance sheet evi-
dencing their presence at the event. No later than February 15th the District shall
notify the Executive Secretary of those branches failing to meet this attendance re-
quirement of article “g” above.

2) The Executive Secretary shall publish no late than May 1 in the Official
Organ those branches failing to meet the requirement of section 4.05.

h) Maintained good standing within its district by paying current fiscal year dues and any
dues that may be outstanding from the previous years.

i) The requirements of this Section must be met by the branch to receive payment of any
other compensation.

SECTION 11.  CONVENTION

Bylaw Section 11.03  QUALIFICATIONS OF DELEGATES:

a) Amember in good standing shall be eligible for election to serve as a delegate if he/she
is 18 years of age or older as of February 1st of the Convention year, holds active member-
ship in the branch or district one year prior to the Convention, and had abided by regulations
of the branch or district.

b) A member who has misappropriated the funds of the FCSU or of a local branch of the
FCSU or caused it to sustain any loss cannot be a delegate.

c) Election of delegates must be completed no later than ninety (90) calendar days
before the opening date of the Convention. Credentials must be forwarded to the
Office of the Executive Secretary and postmarked, not to exceed thirty (30) calendar
days after the election of the delegate. Names of those elected delegates not received
by the Executive Secretary in accordance with the above requirements will not be
seated as delegates at the Convention.

d) Every local branch may elect an alternate delegate subject to the same conditions
as that of regular elected delegates. Such alternate delegate(s) shall be empowered to
substitute for regularly elected delegates who for some valid reason are unable to attend
the Convention. The Executive Secretary shall prepare proper “Alternate Delegate” forms,
which shall be of a different color than that of regular delegates.

e) The Convention shall be the sole judge of the qualifications of its members and may
award or deny the right of any person to sit as a delegate in the Convention and shall deter-
mine the remuneration of the delegates.

f) Any complaint or protest against any delegate must be sent to the President at least
fifteen (15) days before the opening of the Convention. To prevent a hardship, the President
is directed to act on said complaint or protest and notify the delegate.

Bylaw Section 11.04 BRANCH REPRESENTATION AND DISTRICT (Okres) REPRE-
SENTATION:

a)  Every local branch having fifty (50) or more members and current good standing
financially in its district (i.e., up to date with dues payments), may send at its own expense,
one of its members as a delegate to the Convention. Said delegate shall have the right to
vote, but in no case shall any delegate have more than one vote. Local branches, at their

own expense, which have more than 150 members, are entitled to two (2) delegates and
one additional delegate for each additional 100 members, according to the number of their
members on the 1st day of February of the Convention year. Each District (Okres) shall be
entitled to only one district delegate.

b) Any two branches in the same district having less than 50 members can combine if they
total 50 members or more. They can send one delegate representing both branches at their
own expense with one delegate vote.

c) The delegate count shall be based on members as of February 1st in the Convention
year. The maximum amount of delegates per branch will be 20.

d) Alocal branch that has no delegate elected may request that a delegate already elected
from another branch represent it. A delegate shall not represent more than two branches,
but has only one vote. No National Officer shall represent any local branch.

e) Notice of all meetings for the election of delegates to the next Convention shall
be published at least twice in the Official Organ prior to the date of the branch or
district meeting.

f) Any branch or district, which fails to comply with article 4.05 in two (2) of the four
(4) years preceding a Convention, will not be permitted to send any delegates to that
Convention, excluding Canada.

EXAMPLE OF BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENT

BRANCH# ..... = Cityiooveoiieciiec CStater

Branch# ........ will hold its next meeting on (date) ......... at (time) ........

at (place — full address) .........cccvevvveeiiieeiieiiiiieii

The agenda will include the election of delegates to the 2014 Quadrennial Convention
of the FCSU, along with other items.

Any questions please call (name & number )...............c......... :

Fraternally,

Branch Officer’s name, Title, Branch number

Please note: The meeting must be held at least 30 days after the first publication in the
Jednota. For example: If a meeting for announced election of delegates is published in the
February 19, 2014 issue of Jednota, the election meeting must be held at least 30 days later,
ie. on or after March 21, 2014.

The meeting notice must be published twice.

Reflections on Christmas 2013

Dear Friends,

“The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who en-
counter Jesus.” Pope Francis began his apostolic exhortation,
The Joy of the Gospel, with these words. The document was
promulgated on November 24, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe, which also happened to be the con-
cluding day of the Year of Faith.

The main theme Francis conveys in The Joy of the Gospel is
that the work of evangelization, of proclaiming and spreading the
message of salvation, is a joyous work that really never ends.
The Gospel is not just good news, it is joyful news intended for
every person to hear, without exception. Even those who have
already heard the message are to hear it again and again so to
stir up within themselves hearts that are eager and motivated to
share this joy.

The pope points out that the angel who announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds in
the field proclaimed a message of joy. “Do not be afraid; for behold, | proclaim to you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10). Jesus Christ is born.

The angel’s message of joy was repeated in churches all throughout the world on De-
cember 25. As the Christmas season comes to a conclusion, what a blessing it would be
if all Christians carry over the joy of Christmas Day to our homes, our places of work, our
schools, our endeavors, our dealings with others throughout the coming year. A willingness
to observe the Holy Father’s call to us in an introductory paragraph to The Joy of the Gospel
is the foundation of that joy.

“I'invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter
with Jesus Christ. | ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day” (Evangeliigaudium, 3).

We are currently celebrating the birth of Jesus, He who is our life, our hope, our love.
Having and maintaining a personal relationship with Him, and renewing it daily, we come to
know and believe in Him also as our joy.

God bless you and your families. You are remembered in my Christmas Masses.

Rev. Thomas Nasta

Fraternally,
Fr. Thomas A. Nasta
National Chaplain
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Christ the Lord Is Born

Sister Maria Theresa Hronec, SS.C.M.

A truly original, scriptural Slovak Christmas carol, Naro-
dil sa Kristus Pan, is undoubtedly one of our most beloved
carols. | fondly recall my mother telling me how her moth-
er or other family member would intone this hymn after a
Christmas Mass or the Christmas Eve meal. The menu is
unique for this customary meal—from the shared oplatky
with honey, the mushroom/sauerkraut soup, opekance/bo-
balky with poppy seed, dried and stewed fruit,homemade
kolace, dates, figs and nuts. The types of food may vary,
dependlng on local availability and custom. This festive sup-
per is S|gn|f|cant because of the generous evening (Stedry
vecer) when it is held. The time is a celebration of renewed
anticipation and acceptance of God’s own generous gift of
love—his Son. We too, could always expect numerous rela-
tives and even a friend/neighbor, who needed a family with
whom to share and celebrate Christmas Eve.

For me, Christmas always began with this delicious, tradi-
tional meal. Following the supper, the Slovak carols would
continue around the tree and with brief visits to neighbors,
before we left for midnight Mass. The carols were well-
memorized since we had sung them from our youth. Itis so
true that: “Where there is a Slovak, there is singing.” - “Kde

- SBOR:
Slovak, tam spev.”

Sing a glad song!
Joyful our song!
CHORUS:

Born of mother’s purity,
With a King’s nobility,

Sing a glad song!

Joyful our song!

Narodil sa Kristus Pan

1. Narodil sa Kristus Pan, veselme sal
Z ruze kvietok skvitol ndm, radujme sa!

Christ the Lord Is Born

1. Christ the Lord is born, rejoice,

Rose so lovely flower'd for us.

Christ is born for us this day.
2. Prophecies have long foretold,

Christ is come to earth for us.

3. Now we all are reassured,

Sing a glad song!
Our salvation is secured.
Joyful our song!

4. Blest by God’s great gift of love,
- Ours forever,

Shield us from attacks which come
- From the tempter.

5. Bless us Lord, with your great gift
- Life eternal;

Face to face to be with you

- Joy celestial.

Guide us Lord, along the way,
Keep us, that we may not stray.
Filled with faith, joy in your birth.

anmid sa Kvigtus Fin

Z zivota Cistého, z rodu kralovského,

This carol is an excellent review of our salvation history as  kristus Pan narodil sa.

it recounts the prophetic birth of Christ. We are overjoyed
with the promise of a Savior being fulfilled. As Slovaks, we
express this best by singing, which overflows with joy and
grateful happiness. The need for our salvation is empha-
sized and climaxed by the great gift of God’s love—his own
Son. He was sent to redeem and bless us with eternal life.
Yet, knowing our weakness, God continues with his ever-
present daily support, to provide the strength and guidance
we need. Now as liturgically, we come to the close of our
celebration of Jesus’ birth and the Christmas season, let us

2. Prorokmi nam hlasany, veselme sa!
Na svet nam je poslany, radujme sal!

3. Clovek je ugineny, veselme sal
By bol veCne spaseny, radujme sa!

4. Bozia milost nebeska, bud vzdy s namil
Daj nech zavist diabolska nas nemami!

continue to come to him daily, with simple love and trust, as
his beloved daughters and sons. How dearly he wants to
keep blessing us until our personal day of new birth, when

we are called to come home to Him. Pre Tvoje narodenie.

5. Daj $tastlivé skoncenie, Jezu Kriste!
Ty$ duse poteSenie nam zaiste.
Daj ndm spomdzenia, zbav nés zatratenia
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From the desk of the Executive Secretary Kenneth A. Arendt

ATTENTION ALL
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICANTS

The First Catholic Slovak Union is pleased to announce it is accepting applications for its
2014 Scholarship Program.

Seventy (70) ONE-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS in the amount of $750.00 each will be awarded
to the winners. In addition, a ONE-TIME “Philip Hrobak Scholarship” and “Stephanie Husek
Scholarship” in the amount of $1,000.00 each will be awarded to the highest ranking male
and female applicants respectively.

Three additional ONE-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS of $750.00 each will be given from the
“John A. Sabol Nursing Scholarship Fund” to applicants who have been accepted into either
an approved three or four year hospital nursing program or a fully-accredited college of their
choice.

In addition, upon proof of college graduation and completed insurance application sent to
the Home Office, each recipient will be issued a paid up $3,000 Single Premium Life Insur-
ance Policy.

The rules and requirements are as follows:

1. Applicants must have a minimum of $5,000.00 reserve insurance (Ordinary Whole
Life, Twenty Pay Whole Life, or Single Premium Whole Life) with F.C.S.U. for at least four
years prior to April 1st of the year of graduation from high school; or an applicant must
have $10,000.00 or more of JEP Single Premium Policy or $25,000.00 or more of Annual
Premium JEP Policy with the F.C.S.U. for at least four years prior to April 1st of the year of
graduation from high school. All scholarship winners must maintain this insurance in force
during their college years. Applicants must be insured prior to April 1, 2010 to be eligible
under the rules of this period.

2. Applicants must apply for grants in the Spring of their senior year of high school,
between the ages of 17 and 19.

3. Applicants must have applied for the Fall term of 2014 at a qualifying institution.
Proof of college acceptance must be sent to the Home Office with the application.

4, Applicants must submit an official Scholarship application that can be obtained

from a branch officer, the scholarship department of the F.C.S.U.; or download an application
from www.fcsu.com/scholarships.

5. Applicants must submit a completed application to: Scholarship Program, First
Catholic Slovak Union, 6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300, Independence, OH 44131 not later
than February 28, 2014.

6.  Applications will be accepted only on the proper forms. INCOMPLETE APPLICA-
TIONS (THOSE WHICH ARE RECEIVED NOT FULLY COMPLETED OR DO NOT HAVE
ALL ATTACHMENTS) WILL BE INVALID AND WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE.

7. Winners will be chosen by the Scholarship Committee (an independent group of
professional educators) according to their individual merit in categories of high school cu-
mulative grade point averages, extracurricular activities, talents, achievements, initiative,
communication skills, transcripts and S.A.T. and/or A.C.T. test scores.

8. Final award checks will be made payable to the winners upon submitting a proof of
college enroliment not later than the fall term of the following year (fall semester of 2015).

Applications must be postmarked by midnight, February 28, 2014.

cheek List

PLEASE COMPLETE:

(Please follow this check list to prevent mailing us
an incomplete application)

O Completed and signed application
O Photo

O Official Transcript

O S.AT orA.C.T. test scores

O Proof of college admission

O 3 Letters of recommendation



Requests - Please circle choice times

Event Date 1% Choice | 2™ Choice
TEAM 4/25
DOUBLES & SINGLES 4/26

April 25 - 26, 2014

2014 ...

March 7, 2014

Captain Name:
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BOWLING ENTRY BLANK

Please Read Carefully

The 3" Annual United Slovak Fraternals

Men’s and Women’s

Tenpin Handicap Bowling Tournament

Hosted by First Catholic Slovak Union, Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union,

National Slovak Society and First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association
A/k/a the United Slovak Fraternals

AMF Mt. Lebanon Lanes
1601 Washington Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15228
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Entry Fees

Prize Fee...ooovvinniiniiccene $7.00

Bowling Fee (3games)................. $6.75

Tournament Fee $3.25

Total Each Event.............cueue. $17.00

Optional Events
AILEVENtS .ooovviieieiciceeen $3.00
Senior Singles Event (60+).......... $5.00
Banquet Fees

MembET ......oovvvrererereierreea $25.00

Total Included .......ccovvevveieinne. $
Mail Entry Fee Payable to:
FCSU Activities

Mail to:
Susan Ondrejco

Eeam Name: Address: 234 Tlion St.
eague: Pittsburgh, PA 15207
City: Phone:
All Attend . . .
Events Bang CORRECT TEAM LINEUP HIGHEST USBC ADDRESS CERT./POLICY NO. BRANCH/
) X (Print or Type) AVERAGE NO. MUST BE FILLED IN ASSM NO.
. Attend HIGHEST Seniors
| Bana (Printor Type Full Names) AVERAGE | (0
X) Fridav. April 25 ALL BOWLING AND, ENTRY FEES
1 cay, Ap MUST ACCOMPANY THIS FORM
Registration 5:00 PM
. t
2. Bowlers: 6:00 PM lidTeam Events FORMS MUST BE SUBMITED WITH
1 8:30 PM 2" Team Events COMPLETE INFORMATION
- Saturday, April 26 INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL BE
2 Bowlers: ’ RETURNED TO TEAM CAPTAIN AND
Events 8:30 AM 1 Doubles/Singles MUST BE RESUBMITTED
Substitutes must bowl in the position vacated by the original 12:30 PM 2™ Doubles/Singles

entrant as per USBC.

The Men’s and Women’s
3rd Annual United Slovak Fraternals
Tenpin Handicap Bowling Tournament

This event is being sponsored by the First Catholic Slovak Union, the
Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union, the National Slovak Society,
and the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, for the purpose of pro-
moting fraternalism and good sportsmanship, and to generate nationwide
interest in the Slovak fraternal organizations. The National Officers of the
First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, the First Catholic Slovak Union,
the Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union, and the National Slovak
Society, wish to extend to all members a cordial invitation to the Host City,
Pittsburgh, PA, in this rapidly growing tournament.

The 3rd Annual United Slovak Fraternals Handicap Tenpin Bowling
Tournament will be held at AMF Mt. Lebanon Lanes, 1601 Washington
Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15228. The tournament will be held the weekend of
April 25 - 26, 2014. Opening Ceremonies will be held on Friday, April 25,
at 5:45 PM.

ENTRIES WILL CLOSE MIDNIGHT MARCH 7, 2014. PLEASE
NOTE: ALL FORMS MUST BE FILLED IN COMPLETELY. ENTRY FEES,
AS STATED ON THE FRONT OF THIS ENTRY BLANK, MUST ACCOM-
PANY THIS ENTRY. ALL INCOMPLETE FORMS WILL BE RETURNED
TO TEAM CAPTAIN FOR RESUBMISSION.

In submitting this entry, the captain and the team members agree to
forfeit all rights to prize money as well as the total entry fees in the event
that any information listed herein should be found to be false. We are not
responsible for errors in averages made in filling out this entry form. No
refunds of tournament entry fee.

USBC Bowling Rules shall govern in all matters concerning the actual
play on the lanes in this Tournament.

ELIGIBILITY: This Tournament is open to all First Catholic Slovak
Union, the Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union, the National Slo-
vak Society, and the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, male and
female bonafide MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING. All winners will be
checked before any prize money is awarded.

Only members with USBC Membership Cards will be eligible for the
USBC special awards in this USBC Certified Tournament. Bowlers with-
out USBC Membership Cards may purchase some from the Tournament
Committee at current local fees prior to actual participation in this Tourna-
ment.

CONSENT RULES: Any unmarried grade or high school student who
has not attained the age of eighteen (18) must have written consent of his/
her parents or guardian in order to participate in USBC Certified Tourna-
ment where cash or merchandise prizes are offered. Said written consent
must be on a form approved by United States Bowling Congress and must
be on file with Tournament Committee at least one week before the bowler
is eligible for tournament competition unless the student is accompanied
by his/her parents, in which case the parental consent form may be filed

up to the time the student starts to bowl. USBC Rule No. 13

AVERAGES: All entrants will use their highest average of any USBC
league of at least 21 games from the 2012-2013 season. Bowlers with no
such average from the 2012-2013 season and with at least 21 games in
the 2013-2014 season will use their current league average. This must be
designated as such on entry form by his name and a league year-to-date
statistics sheet must be presented to the Tournament Committee at the
Tournament. Non-certified bowlers, with no certified league average, that
have bowled in previous FCSU, LPSCU, NSS, or FCSLA tournaments
will have their averages calculated from their three most recent tourna-
ments. All male bowlers with no established USBC average will bowl a
175 scratch. All female bowlers with no established USBC will bowl a 150
scratch. Summer league averages will be accepted.

Any contestant whose current average of at least 21 games as of Janu-
ary 1, 2014, is TEN (10) PINS or more above his or her average from
previous season, must use his or her current average and will indicate this
on the entry form at time of entry.

AVERAGE CHANGES: The original averages submitted on the En-
try Blank cannot be changed prior to participation by anyone except the
Team Captain, who must submit written proof thereof to the Tournament
Committee.

It shall be each bowler’s responsibility to verify the accuracy of his av-
erage in handicap or classified tournaments, whether originally submitted
by the bowler, his team captain, or others.

Failure to use the proper average shall disqualify score of submitted
average if lower than actual average, thereby resulting in a lower classifi-
cation or more handicap. Prize winnings shall be based on the submitted
average if it is higher than the actual average.

Corrections in averages can be made up to the completion of the first
game of a series, or within 48 hours after completion of a series if the
tournament manager prior to the completion of the first game of the
series has given written consent to the bowler authorizing such extension
of time to correct his average.

TEAMS: Mixed teams comprising of 2 men and 2 women are allowed.
Mixed teams will be grouped with men’s teams for prize distribution (see
PRIZES), unless at least 21 mixed teams participate. If 21 or more mixed
teams enter, a separate mixed prize fund will be established and one prize
will be paid for every seven (7) entries.

DOUBLES: Mixed doubles are allowed. Mixed doubles will be grouped
with men’s teams for prize distribution (see PRIZES), unless at least 21
mixed doubles participate. If 21 or more mixed doubles enter, a separate
mixed prize fund will be established and one prize will be paid for every
seven (7) entries.

HANDICAPS: The handicap allowed will be 90% of the difference be-
tween 210 and the submitted average. The maximum handicap awarded
to any bowler will be 65 pins.

Under no circumstances will handicap be increased after participant
has bowled.

PRIZES: MEN and WOMEN - One prize will be paid for every seven
(7) entries in each event, with the exception of All Events, which will pay
one prize for every fifteen (15) entries. No duplicate prizes will be award-
ed and prize fees will be returned 100 percent.

All prizes will be subject to the approval of the Tournament Committee.

Any entrant who has qualified for a prize of $300 or more in any event
of a tournament in the 12-month period prior to entry, must report actual
score, position, and amount won to tournament management at time of
entry for possible rerating.

LINE-UP CHANGES: All participants must bowl according to where
they are listed on the submitted entry form. Any replacement of partici-
pants originally scheduled to bowl on team or doubles will take same posi-
tion on team and doubles event.

ABSENTEES: To alleviate absentee problems, the Tournament Com-
mittee will provide a replacement bowler when notified of the absentee.

TARDY BOWLERS: Tardy Bowler will receive zero for each frame
missed. USBC Rule 322

SCORING: Errors in scoring or calculations must be presented to the
Tournament Committee within 48 hours after completion of play. Captains
of Teams or Doubles Partners have the option to pick up duplicate score
sheets upon completion of play.

Third Annual Bowling

Tournament
continued from page 1

We'll be spending the weekend at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Pittsburgh. The Crowne Plaza Ho-
tel offers complimentary parking, an outdoor pool, a
fitness center, and a business center all at a convenient lo-
cation, just seven miles from Downtown Pittsburgh.

Enjoy shopping in over 130 stores at

the South Hills Village mall across the
street from the Crowne Plaza Hotel.
It's just a short ride from several area
attractions including: the Rivers Casino, the
Meadows Casino, the Tanger Outlets, and
Downtown Pittsburgh.

Bowling tends to bring out the performer
in all of us. Watch what happens when real
bowlers come out and play. Come and join
in the fun.
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District 2 Helped Celebrate Christmas Around the World with Slovak Tree

Members of District 2 once again helped cele-
brate “Christmas Around the World with the Magic of
Disney” which was held November 14, 2013 through
January 5, 2014 at the Museum of Science and In-
dustry, in Chicago, IL.

Among the 55 Christmas trees decorated by eth-
nic groups was the “Republic of Slovakia Christmas
Tree” sponsored by the Rev. John J. Spitkovsky
District 2 of the First Catholic Slovak Union. This
was the eighteenth year of participation by our
committee members. The tree was decorated with
imported Slovak ornaments and many handmade
ornaments, candle lights, a handmade tree skirt and
Slovak Village train set made by the committee and

family members. Placed under the 12-foot tall tree

was a traditional handmade “Créche” from Slovakia.
Pictured are Committee Members and their fami-
lies: Mark, Judy & Ayden Fayta, Noreen & Amber
Miller, Art & Barbara Fayta, Ed Uram, Andy & Maria
Harcar, Matthew & Jennifer Manzella, and Emma
Graves, Lynda Tanis, Larry, Lori, & Julian Seida.

- Submitted by Mark Fayta, Republic of
Slovakia Christmas Tree Chairman
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OHIO VETERANS HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2013

The fifteen inductees to the 2013 Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame, including Branch 1’s
Ron Seman, seated, sixth from left.

Ronald J. Seman
(C) as he was
inducted into the
Ohio Veterans’ Hall
of Fame, flanked
by Ohio Governor
John Kasich (R)
and Director of the
Ohio Department of
Veterans’ Services
Timothy Gorrell (L).

Branch 1’s Ronald Seman Elected
to Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame

In the presence of Ohio Governor John R. Kasich and Director of the Ohio Department of
Veteran Services Timothy C. Gorrell, 15 Veterans from the state of Ohio were inducted into
the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame. Among these was Branch 1's Ronald J. Seman of Parma
Heights, OH.

The celebration was held on Thursday, November 7, 2013, in the Veterans’ Memorial
Auditorium in the state capital in Columbus, OH. The Hall is dedicated to recognizing Ohio
veterans who, after their military service, put their skills and abilities to work in their local
communities. Ron Seman launched a long career in media after his service, originating The
Cleveland Veteran radio program which promoted veteran activities and later wrote a weekly
veterans’ newspaper column while at the (now defunct) Cleveland Press. For over 26 years,
he developed a strong readership from his popular Twinsburg Bulletin and Veterans’ Beat
column for Record Publishing Company’s weekly division.

Ron is US Air Force veteran who served in the Korean War. He served in communications
for the Air Force from 1952 to 1956, including the last ten months of the Korean War where
he was stationed in Pusan. Upon redeployment back to the States, he finished his service at
Shepard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls, TX, where he worked for the base’s radio station as
an announcer as well as doing play-by-play sports announcements on the base. He served
as station manager before he left the service.

He also worked with the late Chester J. Koch, Cleveland Coordinator of Patriotic Activities.
When Koch died, Ron assumed his duties, serving as chairman and master of ceremonies
for Cleveland’s annual Memorial Day, Flag Day, and Veterans’ Day programs.

He has a passion for veterans, especially those whose many years of service have gone
largely unrecognized. Even in his senior years, he continues to reach out to them and vari-
ous veteran organizations wherever and however he can.

Ron is a lifetime member of the First Catholic Slovak Union (Jednota).

- Submitted by Sister Mary Judith Seman, SCN

y U Paula and Peter Regal
: Celebrated 50th Wedding
Anniversary in 2013

Paula and Peter Regal of Brownsville, PA, recently celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on October 19, 2013. They have three daughters, five grandsons, and
three granddaughters. They were married at St. Mary’s Church in Uniontown, PA, and

attend St. Peter’s Church in Brownsville. Both Peter and Paula are members of Branch 162.
A party was held at the Sons of Italy Hall in Brownsuville for family and friends, with music

by a polka band, the Vibrations.
- Submitted by Peter Regal
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Branch 450 Triplets Turned Four in 2013

On September 25, 2013, Jacob,
Jessica and John Chuba - all mem-
bers of Branch 450 in Cleveland, OH,
celebrated their fourth birthday with
friends and family, especially parents
Joe and Jana Chuba and grandpar-
ents John and Monica Chuba.

(L-R)Mr.Ken |
Halliday, the |
Camping Chairman ,

and Environmental |
Director for the Boy
Scouts of America
Laurel Highlands
Council, presenting
John Edward
Barczynski with the &
William T. Hornaday
Silver Medal National
Conservation Award
and Plaque on
Saturday, December
14,2013. [

S v <
Branch 567 s John Edward
Barczynski Wins Prestigious

National Conservation Award

On December 14, 2013, Branch 567's John Edward Barczynski was presented with the
prestigious William T. Hornaday Silver Medal National Conservation Award and plaque at
the Laurel Highlands Council Board of Directors Meeting at the McGinnis Education Center,
O'Hara Township, PA.

The William T. Hornaday Silver Medal is a national level award that can be earned by
completing certain advancement requirements and performing at least four silver substan-
tial projects. According to the approval letter from the National Council of the Boy Scouts
of America to John Edward, congratulating him on his selection, a Hornaday Medal is the
most distinguished conservation award in the Boy Scouts of America and the standards are
rigorous. In John Edward’s case, he sent materials to the National Council which included
250 pages describing and detailing the four environmental projects he had planned and led
others to complete — a submission weighing almost eight pounds. The activities required
over 1,550 hours of effort and have been valued at almost $23,500 for the benefit of the
North Park Latodami Environmental Nature Center in Wexford, PA.

John Edward and his sisters, Heather Lynn and Kristen Marie, are all triplet fourth-genera-
tion members of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Society, Branch 567, located in Allentown,
PA.

- Submitted by John and Lisa Kay Barczynski

Jednota Member Marian Hunt
Celebrated 90th Birthday in 2013

Marian Hunt of Clarksburg, WVA, celebrated her 90th birthday on Sunday, November 10,
2013, at the local Knights of Columbus Hall. It was hosted by her
daughter Dianne Law, and Mary Hunt and her sons Tom and Jim.
The catered meal consisted of traditional Slovak food, halubky,
pirohy, and birthday cake. Marian is the daughter of Magdeline
(Karoska) Husousky and Andy Husousky. Her parents emigrated
from Slovakia. She visited Slovakia a few years ago. Marian is a
member of the First Catholic Slovak Union (Jednota). She has at-
tended several of the Society’s conventions, and is a past officer
of Branch 348.

- Submitted by Marian Hunt



Book Corner

Bok Lauds Slovak Persistence in

Canada and The United States

by Jan George Frajkor

A monumental work (392 pages) on the Slovak communities
in Canada and the USA from the late 1800s until today tells us
how they lived through hard times, through persecution, and
finally through triumph because of their persistence and their
talents. And how, despite being influenced and changed by
foreign life, they are still closely connected to their social, reli-
gious, political and historical culture. This is an important book
for Slovaks overseas and here. And for academics, politicians,
and researchers everywhere.

The book is “Where is my Home? Slovak immigration to
North America (1870-2010)"

Its author gives his name on the title page as M.Mark Sto-
larik. See the connection? His baptismal Roman Catholic
Slovak name is " Marian" Stolarik. That, in the Americas, is a
female name. Itis changed to Mark because of the English situation here. But his soul still
connects his brains and talent to Slovakia.

Prof. Stolarik heads the Chair of Slovak History and Culture at the University of Ottawa,
the only such institution in Canada and the USA. He is the first historian who ties together
what happened with our ancestors and relatives over there and over here; how much Slo-
vaks did for Slovakia and America; and often how little this was appreciated. It is the only
complete history of why and how Slovaks came to North America, how they lived — mostly
through poverty and hard labor — and how they helped each other by setting up religious,
social and political associations that exist to this day. More than that, how they fought from
the 1870s to today for the rights of Slovaks in Europe to live their own democratic lives, free
from what was deliberate persecution by Hungarian, Czech, Soviet and some of their own
internal institutions. Over which Slovakia and they have now triumphed.

They used their own resources. Today, ironically, the Slovak-oriented institutions in the
Americas may depend heavily on support from the free Slovakia they helped create, and
which that Slovakia sometimes did not appreciate. The book covers in detail just about
every important institution in the Americas, such as the Slovak League of America, the
Canadian Slovak League, the First Catholic Slovak Union, the Slovak Catholic Sokol, the
National Slovak Society and the Slovak World Congress.

As well, it outlines the history of still-existing, still-important churches and fraternal-benefit
societies that Slovaks stubbornly set up and supported over here, even against opposition.
Struggles between the Catholic and Lutheran factions are explained well, and without bias.
Political oppositions are brought up with just plain facts and not comment.

Included are the disruptions by Slovak Communist-oriented societies and media. These
were not large until the Soviet domination of East Europe, after which the Czechoslovak
government actively gave them financial and political support.

The book follows how the Communist systems and media in Slovak America and Canada
have disappeared. Slovak religious institutions sometimes are weaker today, but they are
still alive and important.

All of the things Prof. Stolarik writes about are checkable for academics, historians and
researchers. He is meticulously careful to document his sources, using footnotes on almost
every page. Some sources are his own interviews done during his academic research.

The book follows a modern trend to use the stories of real people in a general history.
Readers will learn about many Stolarik family members. They fit. They were immigrants to
the USAin the 19th centuries. Thento Canada AND the USAiin later years. And returns and
visits to Slovakia in the past and present.

This reviewer, and most other Slovaks, will almost immediately recognize how much Slo-
vaks worked, advanced, thought, and helped each other in much the same way, because
their own relatives did much the same.

The book should, and no doubt will, meet rigorous reviews. Many may not agree with the
conclusions. But they will finally respond to something clearly Slovak, instead of the Czech,
Austro-Hungarian political diatribes and other works still too common in libraries and stores.

This was a necessary book. Prof. Stolarik is to be congratulated.

Cost, however, is quite high ($98.95 from the publisher, $95.50 on Amazon.com).

It is written in English, but should be translated into other languages. For example, in
Canada French. And in Slovakia, Slovak.

To learn more about this book or to order, go to amazon.com>Books>History>Europe>
Slovakia: “Where is my Home? Slovak Immigration to North American

Stanislav J. Kirschbaum, Historical Dictionary

of Slovakia, 3d edition, Lanham, MD

Scarecrow Press of The Rowan & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc., which publishes the
series Historical Dictionaries, is pleased to announce the publication of the 3d edition of the
Historical Dictionary of Slovakia by Stanislav J. Kirschbaum in the series Historical Dictionar-
ies of Europe. The first edition was published in 1999 and the second in 2007 with a paper-
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back edition, entitled The A to Z of Slovakia, in 2010.

On the stroke of midnight on 1 January 2013, the inhabit-

ants of Slovakia celebrated a major milestone in their history:
two decades of democratic government and personal freedom.
This is so far the longest period of such rule in their history.
This anniversary surpasses by a few months their only previ-
ous, generation-long, experience, namely in the First Czecho-
Slovak Republic (1918-1938). The difference, of course, is that
the Slovaks no longer share a state with another nation but run
their own affairs.

Few expected that the eastern half that separated in 1993
from what was Czecho-Slovakia would make it successfully on
its own; indeed many feared that this new state on the European
political map would not be able to create a stable democracy or
develop a modern economy. For a short period of time, in the early years, these fears did
not seem unfounded. However, twenty years later, it is clear that Slovakia has laid to rest
all political and economic uncertainties, successfully negotiated membership in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization and the European Union, and taken its place among the stable
states in the international community. The historical survey explains how this happened and
the entries identify the actors involved.

This updated third edition of the Historical Dictionary of Slovakia offers additional cross-
referenced dictionary entries on the political, social, and economic development of the sec-
ond Slovak Republic. It adds to the information found in the two previous editions by focus-
ing on the political and economic transformations that have taken place and by describing
the successes of the personalities in the arts, science, and sports that have attained interna-
tional recognition. It has also retained the historical information necessary to understand the
trajectory that brought the Slovak nation and other inhabitants of Slovakia to independence
and the creation of the second Slovak Republic. It contains an expanded bibliography, identi-
fying the most recent works in Western languages and the seminal publications in the Slovak
language on various aspects of Slovakia’s history and culture. It enables the scholar and the
researcher access to the background and the role of most of the institutions and figures of
contemporary Slovakia.

This third edition also retains the historical information that is found in the first and sec-
ondeditions. Despite being no longer a “new” state on the international scene, Slovakia still
suffers misconceptions about its history. As a work of reference, this volume can indeed be
a very effective tool to clear up misunderstandings.

Published by: The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 2014, ISBN: 978-0-8108-8029-0. To read more
about this book or to order, go to amazon.com>Books>Eduction>Reference> Historical
Dictionary of Slovakia by Stanislav J. Kirschbaum.

#
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(L - R) Ryan Peters receiving his scholarship grant from Branch 493 with the
Recording Secretary Val Vesely, mother Sherrie Peters, Ryan, and branch Financial
Secretary Robert Tapak Magruder.

(L - R) Ryan Peters
receiving his District
2 scholarship from
President John
Jurcenko.

District 2 Annual Meeting
Includes Scholarship Award

At the Rev. John J. Spitkovsky District 2 Annual Meeting on October 27, 2013, FCSU
Scholarship winner Ryan Peters of Branch 493 received a $200 scholarship grant from
District 2's Bishop Stephen Moyzes Scholarship Fund. He also received a $50 college grant
from Branch #493, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Society in Chicago, IL. Ryan
attends Purdue Calumet College in Hammond, IN, where he earned straight A's his first
semester.

- Submitted by Robert Tapak Magruder
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The twins held by
great-grandparents
Cecelia and Branch
553 President
Joseph Petrasek.
Overlooking the
holiday joy are
grandparents
Roberta and District
10 President and

| Branch 553 Vice
“ President Greg
Petrasek.

| (Y > 9K
Great Grandma  Cecelia Great Grandpa Joe Petrasek, current Branch

Petrasek with Georgia “the 553 President, holds “future branch president”
Peach” Victory William Victory

Branch 553 & District 10 Celebrate
Twin Victories at Christmas

Akron, Ohio’s Branch 553 and District 10 members welcomed their newest members Wil-
liam Robert Joseph and Georgia Jacqueline Cecilia Victory into our Society. The “Twin
Victories” were born July 9, 2013 and soon after continued on their Slovak heritage journey
as FCSU members — just in time for the Christmas holiday season!

- Submitted by Greg Petrasek

Sv. Mikulas Party Celebrated in Tllinois

Four members of Branch 493 and one member of Branch 313 attended the Sv. Mikulas
Party sponsored by the Czech & Slovak Genealogical Society of lllinois at the Bohemian
Crystal Restaurant in suburban Westmont, IL on December 2, 2013. After a delicious family-
style dinner, St. Nick, an angel and &ert (the devil) visited to distribute gifts and lumps of coal
to attendees.

- Submitted by Robert Tapak Magruder, Branch 493
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Christmas Eve Celebration at St.
Andrew Abbey of Cleveland

The Benedictine monks of St. Andrew Svorad Abbey in Cleveland, OH, in conjunction
with the Cleveland Radio Club, hosted their annual Christmas Vilija on Sunday, December
8, 2013. Held in the cafeteria of Benedictine High School on the Abbey grounds, the Vilija
featured a traditional meatless Christmas eve “feast” of oplatky, mushroom soup, fish, green
peas, bobalky, pierogi, and poppyseed and nutrolls.
Food was prepared by members of the Radio Club, f
of which Henry Horvath is president. The first course
(mushroom soup) was served by the monks. After the
meal, entertainment was provided by Harmonia, with
Branch 24’s Beata Begeniova-Fedoriouk as the fea-
tured singer. All members of the Abbey are also mem-
bers of the First Catholic Slovak Union, Branch 24. Ap-

Union attended the Vilija, included an entire reserved
table (40 places) for Branch 24 members, under the
direction of Branch 24 President Bob Kopco.

Fr. Michael Brunovsky, Branch
24, helps serve the first course
of soup.

This year's Vilija included an
awesome raffle with plenty of
fantastic baskets donated by
various organizations, including
the FCSU

Branch 45 Annual Meeting &

Christmas Fve Dinner

The St. Matthew the Evangelist Society, Branch 45, held its annual meeting on December
1,2013 - and then its Vigilia, or Christmas Eve Dinner on December 15, 2013. Both events
took place at St. John Neopmucene Church in New York City.

- Submitted by Maria Jurasi, Branch 45 Financial Secretary

-
L

P

At the Chr istmas Eve Dinner on December 15, 2013, in St. John Nepomucene
Church (L - R): Vladimir Pcolinsky, Bibiana Pcolinsky, Zelmira Beckova-Kucharovic,
Anton Kucharovic, Helen Hlinka, Helen Brchnel, Milan Zakovic, Maria Zakovic, Jozef
Korcak, Anna Korcak, Maria Jurasi, and Joseph Jurasi

Newly elected officers of the St. Matthew the Evangelist Society Branch 45 for
2014: (L - R) Antonia Krajkovic, Maria Zakovic, Anna Korcak, Jozef Korcak, Anton
Kucharovic, Zelmira Beckova-Kucharovic, Father Stefan Chana, Renata Jurasiova-
Vasil, Helen Brchnel, Joseph Jurasi, Maria Jurasi, and Jan Zeman.
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The Hamlet of Harichovce

Professor Michael Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D.
University of Maryland University College

Over the last couple decades, many towns and villages in Slovakia have endeavored to record
their history with the publication of a booklet. Often times this is done in conjunction with an anni-
versary associated with a settlement's founding date. Such was the case with Harichovce, a small
village of about 1725 inhabitants, just a mile north of Spisska Nova Ves, in the KoSice Region of
central-eastern Slovakia. On the occasion of Harichovce's 745th anniversary, the village published
a memory book, Harichovce 745: 1268-2013. Historian Doc. Ivan Chalupecky wrote much of the
background material, with Viera Augustifiakova contributing some more recent information. | as-
sisted in writing an English summary because of my ancestral ties to the village.

Family Background

My paternal grandmother (Julia KovalCikova) was born in 1884 in Harichovce, and in 1903,
she married my paternal grandfather (Anton Kopaniak) in the village church. Though born in
Ruskinovce, he had moved to Harichovce after he found work as a shepherd through an advertise-
ment in a newspaper, according to my Aunt Mary Malley (died 1990), who was born in Harichovce
in 1904.

Dzedo (grandfather) decided to make the trek to a new life in America, because according to
Aunt Mary, "too many were dying and life was hard." Harichovce experienced a steady stream of
emigration in this era and its population declined from 750 in 1900 to 677 in 1910. It appears from
the documents that he left in a chain migration, for his sister had gone to America. Another relative
Maria Kopaniakova from Harichovce came to America in 1903, and another possible relative,
Jacob Kopanicsek (sp), had arrived at age 17. Dzedo left the port of Fiume on the ship Slavonia
on September 20, 1906, and reached the shores of Ellis Island on October 10; his wife and child
followed him the next year.

Dzedo died when | was just a six years old child and Baba died when | was just two years old,
so | never could ask them about their former village. | first visited Harichovce in 1990 and met
some long-lost relatives, and | have been going there regularly ever since then. So this summary
of Harichovce's history is an attempt to explain more about one of my ancestral places of origin.

History of Harichovce

The village of Harichovce is located in the heart of the his-
toric Spis$ region of east-central Slovakia, in the present-day
KoSice administrative region.. It is just 4.4 km (2.73 miles)
from SpiSska Nova Ves away) and 9.6 km (5.96 miles) south
of Levo¢a. Geographically, Harichovce lies in the valley of the
Levoca Creek (Levocsky potok), where the lliaSovce Creek
(lliaSovsky potok) empties into it. Situated at the junction
of the Bearback Hills (Medvedie chrbty) with the central part
of the Hornad River basin (Hornadska kotlina), the village
lay along important historic trading routes connecting Levoca
with other parts of Spi§ and south to the Gemer region.

The first documented evidence of a settlement with a par-
ish church dates from the year 1268. But the discovery of
four archaeological objects shows that people settled the
area as long ago as the early Roman era. With the estab- }
lishment of a significant 9th century Great Moravian settlement in nearby Cingov, Harichovce un-
doubtedly was home to some of the early Slavs. But written sources point to a certain Waldemar
as the founder of the first permanent settlement. As the founder of new settlements (Soltys),
Waldemar, moved German colonists to this territory, for King Bela IV of Hungary was attempting
to repopulate the area after the devastating Mongol invasion had wreaked havoc in the region. By
1271, Harichovce was counted among the royal Spi$ towns with certain rights, including special
privileges such as mining rights. As a royal town, Harichovce could run itself independently of the
Spi§ district administrator (zupan) and elect its own mayor and town council.

At the time of its founding, the town was called Baldmar, named after its founder, Waldemar.
But like many places in Slovakia, Harichovce would have many other names during the Middle
Ages, including Baldinazi (1313), the corrupted form of Baltzmary, as well as Paldmarii (1317), the
German name, Palmesdorf (1328), and the Latin name, Villa Palmarum (1520). Harichovce lost
its special position as a town after 1465, when the crown granted it to the estate of Spi$ castle.

During the turbulent years of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation of the 16th and 17
centuries, Harichovce suffered from frequent attacks, looting and was burned down many times.
Adding to its troubles, a plague then
devastated the village. Many of the
original German inhabitants simply left,
and many Slovaks and some Magyars
moved into the area.

The spelling of Harichovce continued
to change over the centuries. The Pol-
ish spelling of Harykocz appeared in
the 17th century, and in 1786, it became
Hérikowce, more similar to the current
spelling. The Magyars called the village
Harikéc or Palmafalu. (Palmafalu was

a
o

Church of the
Immaculate
Conception in
Harichovce

(L - R) Dr. Mike Kopanic and daughters Milenka and Erika with Grondzak family

Harichovan performing in Rudnany, August 18, 2009

used in most official documents at the time of the mass migration to America.) By 1920, after
Czechoslovak independence, the village name Harikovce was used. Not until 1927, did the cur-
rent name of Harichovce stick. But it is useful to know these name changes for historical purposes,
and if one is doing genealogical research.

Today Harichovce is a small village of around 1,813 inhabitants (2011). It has just a few small
grocery stores, a grammar school, a sports stadium for soccer, and teams for both youth and
adults. As early as 1913, the Magyars had put on theater performance at Christmas time in Hun-
garian, and after independence, the youth regularly staged plays in their native Slovak. The school
principal, Juraj Stolz, assumed the lead in preserving folk culture. As a musician, he collected folk
songs and put them to music. He organized a choir (spevacky krizok) whose reputation led to a
broadcast on Czechoslovak radio. Some of these traditions continued after the Second World War
and a newly opened theater provided a venue for youth performances.

The village has tried to keep its rich folk traditions alive with the help of the local Matica sloven-
ska branch and stages in the local dialect various performances and celebrations around themes
such as Krstiny (Baptisms), DoZinky (Harvest festival), FaSengy (Mardi gras), Stavanie majov
(Raising the maypole), Regruti (Recruiting customs), Priadky (Spinning customs), Vianoce na de-
dine (Christmas in the village), and other customs. Leading the way in enacting these customs
is a folklore group which originated in 1994, Harihovcan, founded by Anna Krompigelova with
the assistance of Tibor HruSovsky and Stefan Glovicko. Interestingly, my distant cousin, Méria
Grondzakova, belonged to the ensemble in these early years. The members have helped pre-
serve and perform traditional village songs and | have enjoyed the privilege of seeing two of their
performances: the Raising of the maypole in 1997, and Harihov€an's singing at the festival in
Rudniany in August 2009. Harihov¢an even recorded its own CD in 2013, entitied HARIHOVSKE
DZIEFCATECKA (Harichovce's Girls). One of the groups' biggest problems has been attracting
the young, since high youth unemployment has sent many young people from eastern Slovakia to
other towns and abroad in search of work.

Historically, the oldest and most treasured building in the village is the Church of the Immaculate
Conception (kostol NepoSkvrneného pocatia Panny Mérie), which is also a National Historic Land-
mark and the church where my grandparents married. Although originally a 13th century Gothic
style, it was rebuilt after a flood during 1763 - 1764 in the Baroque style. Colorful frescoes by artist
Jozef Hanula adorn the ceiling and are pictured in the attached photos.

Today Harichovce is a small and charming village in the heart of the Spi$ region, which many
consider to be one of the most beautiful areas of Slovakia. For me, going there is like coming
home.

Harichovce 745: 1268-2013. Doc. PhDr. Ivan Chalupecky, Mgr. Viera Augustinakova, collaborator Prof.
Michael Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D., Harichovce 745: 1268-2013 (Harichovce, 2013), 68pp.

Interviews with Mary Malley, 1984-89.

Wikipedia contributors, “Harichovce,” Wikipédia, slobodna encyclopedia. http:/sk.wikipedia.org/wiki/Har-
ichovce (accessed January 5, 2014).

Ellis Island Ship Manifest, October 10, 1906: p. 69.

The website puts the population as having 1,815 inhabitants in 2010. Obec Harichovce. http://www.haricho-

vce.sk/ (Accessed January 6, 2014).
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Saturday, February 22, 2014
7:00pm
Monsters vs. lowa Wild
Quicken Loans Arena-Cleveland, OH

47

Special Offer Includes:

o Discounted End Zone Tickets!!
($24 game day value)

To get your branch discount and order tickets, please
contact the representative in your branch:

®  Non-members: $18 per ticket

o Branch 24: Tom Ivanec, 216-668-7797
®  Members: deeper discount through your o Branch 450: George Carny, 440-885-5702 59 63
branch . o Branch 553: Greg Petrasek, 330-398-1888
+ Football Night Free Giveaway! « Branch 855, Linda Kolesar, 440-886-0206 65 67
(Joe Haden Bobblehead)
f 71 72 73
Special FCSU member rates, courtesy of your FCSU branch. . 74 75 76
Contact your branch officer for details!! :
Across
Deadline to order: Monday, January 27, 2014 75 Itcan l?e bart?ed 42 Carry.
76 Cockpit reading 43 Paradise
‘1‘ E'(Lmbat (Abbr.) 46 Youngster
ike some vases 50 Primp
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METHOD OF DELIVERY: All orders are subject to availability. 1§ I;i}ﬁpted M 51 Dashed
. . ) . No ticket required for children under paSt 52 Ho-hum
From your branch officer or by pick up at the Q’s will call (located the age of two, Video cameras are 13 Venezuela copper
near box office), if arrangements are made in advance through your i oot sty PP 1 Long-legged 54 Book Of_ maps
branch. arenaborofice o refundser center aquatic bird 56 Terrestrial lizard
14 Foray. 2 Quartz variety 57 Twangy, as a
16 Morning planets 3 Palace dweller voice
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BRANCH 2 -
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 2 will hold a meeting on Tuesday
January 21, 2014, at Kretzlers at 7pm to elect
the delegates for the 50th Quadrennial Con-
vention to be held in August 2014 in Philadel-
phia, PA. Anyone wishing to be a delegate for
the convention should attend the meeting. To
make reservations please call Joanne Lako
412 766 3222.

Fraternally,

Joanne Lako, Secretary

BRANCH 5P -
EXETER, PENNSYLVANIA

The Saint John the Evangelist Society,
Branch 05P, will hold a meeting onSunday,
March 9, 2014, at 1:00 pm.

The meeting will be held at the home of
Marion Rubino, Vice President, 67 9th St.
Wyoming, PA.

The agenda will include the election of del-
egates to the 2014 Quadrennial Convention
to be held in Philadelphia in August 2014.

Please call Marion Rubino if you plan to at-
tend 570-693-0399.

Marion Rubino, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 10 -
OLYPHANT, PENNSYLVANIA

St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 10,
KJ, First Catholic Slovak Union of Olyphant,
PA, held its Annual Meeting, Audit and Elec-
tion of Officers on Sunday, December 8 at the
home of Recording Secretary William A. Nal-
evanko, 405 North River St., Olyphant.

Officers for 2014 were elected as follows:
President, Daniel Spegar; Vice-President,
Gaza Mika; Secretary-Treasurer, William
Spegar, Recording Secretary, William A. Nal-
evanko, and Auditors, Donna Mroczka, Carol
Spegar, Mary Ann Spegar and Florence M.
Nalevanko.

Donations in the amount of $6,500 were
approved for distribution in 2013 to the fol-
lowing: La Salle Academy, Jessup, Pa.; Holy
Ghost Cemetery, Holy Cross Parish Reli-
gious Education and Youth Group Activities
Fund, and the Mid Valley Senior Center, Oly-
phant, Pa.; Sisters of SS. Cyril and Metho-
dius Retirement Fund, Sisters of SS. Cyril
and Methodius Holiday Fund and the Janko-
la Library and Archives, Danville, Pa.; Valley
Community Library, Peckville, Pa.; and, St.
Francis of Assisi Kitchen, Meals-on-Wheels
of NEPA, Inc., South Side Senior Center, and
the Valley Blood Council, Lackawanna Coun-
ty Chapter of the American Red Cross, all of
Scranton, Pa.

Arrangements are being made for the an-
nual Communion Breakfast, to follow the
8:00 a.m. Mass at Holy Cross Parish at St.
Patrick’s Church, Olyphant, Pa., on Sunday,
June 23, 2014. This celebratory Mass will be
offered for all living and deceased members
of the Branch.

Finally, the officers and members of Branch
10 wish to extend best wishes to everyone for
a joyful New Year!

William Nalevanko, Secretary

BRANCH 35 -
BRADDOCK, PENNSYLVANIA

The semi-annual meeting of St. Michael's
Branch 35 will be held on Saturday Febru-
ary 22, 2014, at 1:00PM at the residence of
Joseph Yuros, 1987 Centurion Drive, Forest
Hills, PA. Agenda items will include discus-
sion of branch activities at election of del-
egates to the FCSU 50th Quadrennial Con-
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vention to be held in August 2014.
Janet Sullivan, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 38 -
DUQUESNE, PENNSYLVANIA

The Holy Trinity Branch 38 will hold its
semi-annual meeting on Tuesday, April 1,
2014, at 7:00PM at DI's Kornerstone Diner,
620 Long Run Road, McKeesport, PA. Re-
freshments will be served.

Discussion on the 50th Quadrennial Con-
vention of the First Catholic Slovak Union to
be held at the Sheraton Downtown Hotel in
Philadelphia, PA, from August 23 — 27, 2014.
All delegates and alternates will be elected
at this meeting. Additional discussion will be
held concerning branch and society activities
during the 2014 year.

Florence K, Matta, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 40 -
STREATOR, ILLINOIS

St. Clement Society, Branch 40, will hold
its Annual Meeting at 2PM on Sunday, Janu-
ary 19, 2014. The meeting will be held at
Chippers Girill, 1733 North Bloomington St.,
Streator, IL.

At this meeting we will have election of
branch officers for 2014 and election of del-
egates to the upcoming  50th Quadrennial
Convention in Philadelphia in August 2014.
There will be refreshments and a buffet after
the meeting. All members are asked to at-
tend.

Please make your reservations by calling
Maria at (815) 672-6682 before January 16,
2014.

Maria Harcar, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 41 -
YONKERS, NEW YORK

The December 27th meeting of the Holy
Trinity Society, Branch 41KJ, has been post-
poned to Saturday, February 15, 2014. It
will be held at 40 Dalton Rd, Yonkers, NY at
6:00PM.

At this meeting we will have the election
of new officers. We also will be electing
delegates for the upcoming 2014 Quadren-
nial Convention of the First Catholic Slovak
Union. Financial reports will be presented
and suggested will be discussed, as well.
We urge all members to attend. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Fraternally,

Joanne Fialkovic, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 89 -
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Branch 89 will hold a meeting with a lun-
cheon to follow on Saturday, February 22,
2014. On the agenda: election of branch
officers, election of delegates to the 50th
Quadrennial Convention of the First Catholic
Slovak Union, donations, and 2014 branch
activities.

Social time is from 12 noon — 12:30PM.
The meeting will be held (approximately)
from 12:30pm — 1:00PM, with lunch served
directly after, at (approximately) 1:00PM.

The location: Allioto’s Restaurant, 3041
North Mayfair Road, Wausatosa, WI.

Reservations must be made by February
19, 2014 by calling Mike Novak at 414-445-
5382. You must make a reservation, as the
restaurant requires the number of people at-
tending.

Lunch for members is complimentary.
Guest cost is $20.00. Make checks payable
to: Knights of St. Mary & Joseph Br 89. Mail

to: Mike Novak, 3237 N. 93rd St, Milwaukee,
WI 53222.
Fraternally,
Michael P. Novak, President

BRANCH 181 -
UNITED, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 181 will hold a meeting on March 1,
2014, immediately following the 5PM Mass at
St. Florian's. The meeting will be held at the
St. Florian Formation Building, 4261 Rt. 981,
P.O. Box 187, United, PA 15689. On the
agenda: planning branch activities for 2014
and nomination and election of delegates to
attend the 50th Quadrennial Convention in
August 2014. All delegates must be present.

For more information, contact Gerry Ko-
vacina, PO Box 24, Mammoth, PA 15664,
(412) 216-5527.

Fraternally,

Gerry Kovacina, Secretary

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 200, Sacred Heart of Jesus Soci-
ety Officers and Board of Directors would like
to wish ALL Officers, Employees, members,
families, and friends a blessed, healthy, pros-
perous, happy New Year

We are looking forward to seeing you at
the next scheduled meeting on Thursday,
February 6thfollowing the officers meeting

which begins at 7:00 pm.
Blessings,
Vicki L. Schaub, Financial Secretary/
Treasurer
BRANCH 254-

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
The annual meeting of Branch 254 will be
held on Sunday, February 9, 2014, at noon at
Panera’s Restaurant in the Mt. Lebanon Gal-
leria Mall located at the corner of Washington
and Gilkeson Roads. Lunch will be provided.
For reservations, contact Albina Senko at

412-343-5031.

Albina Senko, Financial Secretary/Trea-
surer

BRANCH 259 -
STRUTHERS, OHIO

The St. Michael the Archangel Society,
Branch 259, will hold a meeting on Sunday,
February 16, 2014, at 10:00AM at the Church
Hall of Christ Our Savior Parish (Holy Trinity).
At this meeting, we will have our annual audit
and also select a delegate for the upcoming
Quadrennial Convention of the First Catholic
Slovak Union to be held in August. All mem-
bers are urged to attend so we can plan our
activities for the upcoming year.

We would like to extend our best wishes
for a Happy and Healthy New Year to all our
members.

Vivian Sedlacko, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 290 -
RARITAN, NEW JERSEY
Branch 290 will its next meeting at 7:30PM.
Please try to attend, and call Joe for the loca-
tion of the meeting at 732-469-5256.
Fraternally,
Joseph Minarovich, President

BRANCH 293 -
LANSFORD, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Joseph Society, Branch 293KJ,
will hold a special meeting for the purpose of
electing delegates to the 50th Quadrennial
Convention of the First Catholic Slovak Union

on Monday, February 17, 2014, at 6PM at
the home of Financial Secretary Robert J.
Lakata, 527 E. Bertsch St., Lansford, PA,
18232. Anyone having questions or needing
service or more insurance call the financial
secretary at 570-645-4872, and your call will
be returned as soon as possible.
Fraternally,
Robert J. Lakata, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 312 -
BAGGALEY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 312 will hold its next meeting on
Sunday, January 19, 2014, at 1:00PM at
the home of President Mark Smolleck, 1121
Monastery Dr, Latrobe, PA. On the agenda:
election of branch officers and election of del-
egates to the 50th Quadrennial Convention
in Aug 2014. We wish all FCSU members
a very blessed Christmas adn a happy and
healthy New Year.

Micki Smolleck, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 313 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Branch 313 will be holding its semi-annual
meeting on Saturday, February 15, 2014, at
11:00AM. The meeting will take place at the
Mother of Sorrows Convent, 5900 W. 147th
Street, Oak Forest, IL. Delegates will be
elected at this meeting for the upcoming 50th
Quadrennial Convention in Philadelphia, PA
in August 2014,
Joseph Bugel, President

BRANCH 382 -
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 382 is updating their files and look-
ing for the following members:

Stephen Bonick, Nanette Contardi, Paul
Crambo Sr., Ronald Crambo Jr., Tara M.
Crambo, Christopher Czankner, Sarah M.
Czankner, Jami Lyn Dougherty, Ryan J.
Dougherty, Cheryl A. Glinsky, Thomas Ha-
nis, Michael Kapacs, Mark Kosko, James T.
Legg Jr., Michelene Malosh, Nicholas August
McDonald, Henry Moeller, Bevin Monaghan,
Colleen Monaghan, Todd Morgan, Dianne
Parsons, Ann Polovitch, Joanne Rovan, Lynn
M Schultz, Sarah Ann Scotchlas, Darlene M.
Skrip, Charlene Strodoski, Erin Walsh.

If you are, or know any of these members,
please contact:

John J. Slovenkai Sr.

Financial Secretary

FCSU Branch 382KJ

318 Fourteenth Avenue

Scranton, Pennsylvania

18504-2512

John J. Slovenkai, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 425 -
BARBERTON, OHIO
St. Mark’s Society, Branch 425, Barberton,
OH, will hold a meeting on Sunday, February
16, 2014, at 1:00PM at the Slovak Society of
Barberton, 887 West Tuscarawas, Barberton,
OH. On the agenda: election of delegates to
the FCSU 50th Quadrennial Convention be-
ing held in Philadelphia, PA, in August 2014.
All members are invited to attend.
Fraternally,
Jeannette Willis, Recording
Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 450 -
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Branch 450 will be holding a meeting on
Saturday February 15, 2014 at noon at Holy
Spirit Byzantine Catholic Church Hall, 5500
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West 54th Street, Parma Ohio 44129. (be-
tween Snow and Brookpark Roads).

We will be holding elections of delegates
to the 50th Quadrennial Convention held Au-
gust of 2014 in Philadelphia, as well as elec-
tion of branch officers at this meeting.

Lori Valencik, Secretary

BRANCH 553 -
AKRON, OHIO

St. John the Baptist Branch 553 will hold
the first Lodge meeting of 2014 on Sunday,
January 26, 2014 at the Slovak J Club, 485
Morgan Avenue, Akron, OH 44311. The
meeting will start at 2:00 pm.

The Branch will be discussing the upcom-
ing convention and we will hold election of
delegates to the convention. All bonafide
members are urged to attend. Take an ac-
tive roll in your branch attend the meeting
and learn all the FCSU has to offer you and
your family.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda M. Hanko
Recording/Financial Secretary

BRANCH 581 -
GARY/WHITING, INDIANA

Due to inclement weather, the December
8, 2013 meeting of the St. Michael the Arch-
angel, Branch 581, has been rescheduled
to Sunday, March 2, 2014, at the Lake Park
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Restaurant, 7 East Old Ridge Road, Hobart,
IN, at 1:00PM. The agenda will include: Elec-
tion of officers and the Election of Delegates
to the 50th Quadrennial Convention to be
held August 23 — 27, 2014, in Philadelphia,
PA. Anyone interested in being a delegate
should call Ann at 219-947-2793 or George
at 219-926-2410, or come to the meeting.
Fraternally,
Ann Buczek, President

BRANCH 682 -
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

On January 19, 2014 at 2:30PM, Branch
682 will hold its first meeting of the new
year. It will be held at MRL, 290 N. Bridge
St., Struthers, OH. This is the former school
building behind Holy Trinity Church. There
will be discussion of the upcoming 50th Qua-
drennial Convention, including delegates.
Please try to attend.

Thank you,

Andrew J. Hirt, President

BRANCH 706 -
ORLAND PARK, ILLINOIS

The St. Anthony of Padua Branch #706
will hold its Annual Meeting on Friday, Janu-
ary 24, 2014, at 3:00pm at the home of Vice
President, Barbara Fayta, 1544 Rokosz Lane,
Dyer, IN. If you plan on attending, please call
Barbara at 219-864-8251, so arrangements
for refreshments can be made. Dinner will fol-
low the meeting. On the agenda discussion

(L - R) Monsignor Peter Sturak, Honorary Consul Joseph Senko, and Bishop Milan

Lach

Clergy From Sister City
Visit Pittsburgh

Bishop Milan Lach from Presov and Monsignor Peter Sturak, Dean of the Catholic Theo-
logical Faculty at the University of Presov recently visited Pittsburgh, which has been the
official sister city of Presov since 2001. Joseph Senko, Slovak Honorary Consul and Branch

254 Member, welcomed them both.

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.fcsu.com

A great source for the latest information about our
Society - and events in the greater Slovak community.

on insurance sales and new business will be
discussed. If you have moved or know of
a member that has moved; please send us
their address so we may update our files.

At the meeting a discussion will be held
about the upcoming FSCU Convention in Au-
gust of 2014.

Barbara Fayta, Vice-President

BRANCH 731 -
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

Saint Joseph Branch 731 elected officers
at the annual meeting in December. Officers
for 2014 are Grace Kavulic, President; Irene
Makovec, Vice-president; James Bobby,
Recording Secretary, Jacquelyn Bobby, Fi-
nancial Secretary, John Kavulic and Edward
Walko, Auditors. The first activity of the year
is a Mass celebrating our Patron Saint, to be
celebrated on March 22, 2014 at Our Lady of
Sorrows Parish, Saint Matthias Church 915
Cornell Street, Youngstown, OH. Liturgy will
be at 4 pm.

Jim Bobby, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 743 -
STERLING HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN

The St. Joseph Society, Branch 743, will
celebrate the feast day of St Joseph on Sun-
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day, March 16, 2014, with a Slovak Mass for
all living and deceased members at 11:30AM
at St. Cyril and Methodius Church, 41233
Ryan Road, Sterling Heights, MI.

Refreshments including coffee and Slovak
baked goods will be served in the Social Hall
following the liturgy.

All members and their families are invited
to attend this annual celebration of St. Jo-
seph's Day and to enjoy fellowship with other
members.

A Branch meeting will take place at 1:00
pm. in the Slovak Heritage Room.

Any member who has recently moved or
requires Branch services should contact the
Branch Secretary Joseph C. Rimarcik, 42909
Sussex Park Dr., Sterling Heights, MI 48314-
3087 or phone 586-254-0225.

Joseph C. Rimarcik,
President/Financial Secretary

BRANCH 796 -
EGYPT, PENNSYLVANIA

The Holy Trinity Society, Branch 796, will
hold its semiannual meeting on Sunday
February 23 @ 1pm at Holy Trinity Catholic
Church Egypt, PA. Election of delegates for
the spring district meeting will take place. All
are welcome to attend. God Bless and Happy
New Year.

Jerry Lloyd, Recording Secretary

Young Jednotars Celebrate at
Cleveland Slovak Dramatic
Club Christmas Party

The Cleveland Slovak Dramatic Club is an organization founded by and for Slovak
and Slovak-Americans in the greater Cleveland area to keep alive the cultural and ar-
tistic traditions of Slovakia. The current president is Johanna Oros, Branch 1 Member.
The Dramatic Club held its annual Christmas Party at the banquet hall of Holy Spirit
Church in Parma Heights, OH, this year on December 15, 2013. Many members of the
First Catholic Slovak Union were in attendance including these young members (L - R)
Jacob Chuba, Branch 450; Lily Halley, Branch 24; Emma Halley, Branch 24; (standing)
Elias Strekal, Branch 24; Henry Strekal, Branch 24; Jessica Chuba, Branch 450; Lukas
Scally, Branch 450; (kneeling) Victoria Oros, Branch 1; and John Chuba, Branch 450.

Photo courtesy of Jana Chuba
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Part 1 of the 2013

Part II to be published in

Nature or Environment

First Place — Elizabeth Debich
Leechburg, PA, Branch 823

“Mirror Photo”

First Place — Rachel Chadwick “Calm before the Storm”
Mississauga, Ontario, Branch 785

Second Place — Sarah Garris
Matawan, NJ, Branch 746

“Underwater
Gymnastics”

e T -
o 4 .' “-_.-r :r-.,"! ;‘ x

Second Place — Melissa Garris
Matawan, NJ, Branch 746

“Waterfall”

" Second Place — Melissa Garris
Matawan, NJ, Branch 746

“Bella”

o
B "

Third Place —

Lindsay Tocik “Crab”
Chilmark, MA, Branch 313
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Photo Contest Results

the February 5 issue of Jednota

Travel or Destinations

Overall Winner — Ages12-18

First Place — Liam Joiner
Aurora, Ontario, Branch 785

“Eiffel Tower”

-

Liam Joiner “Picture of the Photographer”
Aurora, Ontario, Branch 785

Overall Winner — Over 18

Second Place — John Dzurec “Washington, D.C.”

RPN e e S NTIVALY ¢l L N N

Third Place — Sarah Garris
Matawan, NJ, Branch 746

“Magical Fireworks”

Maribeth Colbaugh “Poison Dart Frog”
Trafford, PA, Branch 35
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DISTRICT 6 - PITTSBURGH DISTRICT

Please note that this notice will be updated with additional information about district meeting dates.

Branch 2 hosted the annual Fall/Winter meeting of the FCSU/Pittsburgh District on Sunday, De-
cember 15, 2013 at the Holy Trinity Parish Hall in West Mifflin. A Slovak Vilija dinner and Christmas
Pageant followed.

District Officers for 2014 were elected at the business meeting, retaining the slate from 2013.
Branch 38 will host the spring meeting at a date to be determined. Branch 254 will host the Fathers
Day brunch on June 15. There was discussion of topics related to the 50th FCSU convention, to
be held next August in Philadelphia. The district president was elected as the district delegate. The
district will schedule a meeting for delegates in early summer. (The Call for Convention can be found
at www.fcsu.com.)

The Christmas Eve Vilija (or Vigil) followed the meeting. The Vilija was open both to members and
to the general public. The traditional Slovak Christmas Eve dinner included oplatky, mushroom soup,
baked fish, pirohy, bobalky, and homemade nut and poppyseed rolls. Following dinner, the Pittsburgh
Slovakians performed a typical Christmas pageant. There were songs and dances depicting winter
traditions as practiced in the Slovakia of our ancestors. Jaslickari retold the story of the coming of the
Christ Child from the viewpoint of the shepherds. Books on Slovak Christmas customs were for sale
as well as hand-made straw ornaments.

While we look forward to seeing everyone at the FCSU district meetings, remember there are many
other local Slovak events that also merit your attention:

** WPSCA monthly meetings are held on the 1stMonday of the month at 7 PM at the Mt Lebanon
Public Library. Topics are: February 3: Mike Yanchak — Egg Decorating, March 3: Jerry Jumba — Slo-
vak Music, April 7: John Righetti — Slovakia-Who, Why, Where, May 5: Rev Valerian Michlik — Greek
Catholic Churches in Slovakia, June 2: Joe Bielicki — The Czechoslovak Room at Pitt.

** Slovak Language Classes will be held Tuesdays starting February 11. Call Joe Senko at
412-956-6000during office hours for information about reservations and fees.

** A Slovak Lenten food demonstration will be heldSaturday, February 15, 2 PM, at the St Gregory
Byzantine Catholic Church in Upper St Clair. Admission $20; limited to 25 participants. Call Joe 412-
956-6000for reservations.

** The Slovak Film Festival restarts on Saturday, March 22, 1 PM, at the Mt Lebanon Public Library.
The feature film is “Night Riders.”

** A Slovak Wine Tasting will be held Saturday, April 5, 1 PM, at Sonoma Grill in Pittsburgh. Admis-
sion $35 payable in advance; limited to 60 participants. Call Joe at 412-531-2990 for reservations.

** WPSCA is again offering a scholarship to attend the Summer Slovak Language and Culture
Program at Comenius University in Bratislava. Completed applications must be received by April 15.

** Pittsburgh Folk Festival — Monroeville Convention Center — Friday, May 9, 2014,

** Slovak Day at Kennywood — Thursday, July 17. Discount tickets will be available at our Fathers
Day Brunch on June 15 or email Sue at smosr@verizon.net.

**11th Consular Tour of Slovakia — August 10-20. The tour features visits to Bratislava, Presov and
Kosice. There will be two wine tastings and an overnight stay at a spa. For a detailed itinerary contact
Joe at jtsenko@aol.com.

** The National Slovak Society Museum in McMurray PA is open Monday-Thursday from 9-3. Con-
tact Sue Ondrejco for information and reservations at 412-421-1204 or by email to smosr@verizon.
net.

** Various Slovak programs and courses are available through the University of Pittsburgh Depart-
ment of Slavic Languages and Literatures. Seewww.slavic.pitt.edu

** If you're interested in study abroad, the University of Presov has a number of interesting pro-
grams, including the study of Rusyn Language and Customs. Check out www.unipo.sk/en/.

** Western PA Slovak Radio Hour — 3-4 PM, Sunday’s - WPIT-AM 730

Anyone with additional Slovak events in Western Pennsylvania that they wish to be included in our
district notice should send information to manasta@verizon.net

Fraternally,

Margaret A. Nasta, Secretary

DISTRICT 9 - FRANK T. HOLLY JR DISTRICT

The Frank T. Holly Jr. District of Uniontown, PA, will hold a meeting on Sunday, March 9, 2014, at
1PM in the meeting room of Denny’s Restaurant located at 653 W. Main St. Reservations need to
be made by Wednesday, March 5, 2014 by calling President Marmol at 724-437-0892 or Secretary
Holly at 724- 437-0892 or Secretary Holly at 724-438-0697. Those attending are asked to contribute
$5.00 toward their meal. There will be election of officers. Plans for the 50th Quadrennial Convention
of the FCSU will be discussed.

Fraternally,

Barbara Holly, Secretary

DISTRICT 10 - THE REV. STEPHEN FURDEK DISTRICT

The Rev. Stephen Furdek District #10 will be holding the first meeting for 2014 on January 19, 2014
at the Slovak J Club, 485 Morgan Avenue, Akron, OH 44311 at 2:00 pm. All District 10 members are
urged to attend this meeting.

We will be holding our election for the one delegate and one alternate to the FCSU 2014 Quadren-
nial Convention. We will also be discussing other issues concerning the upcoming convention. Your
District Officers are interested in your ideas and concerns for district activities and convention issues.
Please take an active role in Your District Organization and attend the meeting.

If you plan on attending this meeting please contact Linda Hanko at Ihanko@neo.rr.com or call
330-706-0151. We need a headcount for refreshment.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda M. Hanko, Secretary/Treasurer

DISTRICT 14 - REV JOSEPH L. KOSTIK DISTRICT
Rev. Kostik District will hold its next meeting, Tuesday, March 18. 6:00PM at St Matthias
Church,located on Shady Run Road Youngstown Ohio. The agenda will be the up-coming conven-
tion. All member branches are urged to attend.
Carla Peshek, President
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St. Nicolas gives gifts to
all the children at the CBSC
Christmas party, as the devil
and an angel.

(L - R) Beata Beginova
Fedoriuk (Branch 24),
John Allen, Thomas
Ivanec (Branch 24), Artem
Fedoriouk (Branch 24),
Angela Sedlack, and
Sophia Fedoriouk (Branch
24) help with Christmas [ :
caroling. |/ il

Cleveland-Bratislava Sister Cities
Celebrates Christmas 2013

Cleveland-Bratislava Sister Cities (CBSC), held their annual Christmas celebration on
Saturday, December 7,2013. The eventwas in the Activities Center of St. Joseph Byzantine
Catholic Church in Brecksville, OH. Marie Golias is currently CBSC president and Branch
1 Member. Members, guests and friends - including many members of the First Catholic
Slovak Union (FSCU) enjoyed an afternoon and evening of American and Slovak Christmas
music and song, courtesy of the popular folk band Harmonia. Beata Begeniova-Fedoriouk,
Branch 24, was the featured soloist. Along with tasty homemade delights such as sauerkraut
and sausage soup, stuffed cabbage, pierogis, party goers enjoyed assorted party trays and
a full array of delicious desserts. A very special appearance was made by St. Nicolas, along
with the devil (Sert) and an angel. In keeping with the tradition from Slovakia, all the children
were invited to perform — say a poem or sing a song — for St. Nick and then each received a
present of fruit and candies.

oV ’ /’
Youngstown/Spisskd Novd Ves
th l :
17" Annual Heritage Tour
= GET READY, GET SET, LET'S GO TO SLOVAKIA!
?W July 7 - 21, 2014
%/) The time is NOW to get ready to go to Slovakia with the Youngstown/
Spisska Nova Ves Sister Cities Heritage tour set for July 7 - 21, 2014. Once
again the tour will be hosted by Jim and Kay Bench of Derry, PA.

Start talking with your grandparents or older members of your family to get information on your
ancestral home in Slovakia. ~ You will have a wonderful feeling walking the streets of the village of
your ancestors.

Enjoy rafting on the Dunajec, visit Litmanova where there were sightings of the Blessed Mother in
the 1990s, visit Nitra and the oldest church in Slovakia, the fairy tale castle Bojnice, enjoy museums,
kolibas, traditional Slovak food, folk groups and attend the Kezmarek fair and watch craftsmen make
their wares. These are just a few of the highlights of the tour.

Contact Jim and Kay Bench at jmbench@yahoo.com or phone 724-858-5843 or 724-771-7900
for further information. Paul Hudak at Adventure International Travel will be making travel arrange-
ments. He can be reached at 216-228-7171 or 800-542-2487 or Fax 216-228-7174.

Also unique to our tour is an informative luncheon meeting with the tour participants regarding tips
on currency, dos and don'ts, luggage preparations, clothing and other related tour items.

We fly out of Washington Dulles Airport to Vienna. A Mercedes Benz air-conditioned bus with a rest
room awaits us there. Watch for the highlights of our very successful 2013 tour. Hope you will join us.

Youngstown/Spisska Nova Ves 17th Annual Heritage Tour
Itinerary is now available - including prices and how to

register. Go to fcsu.com and click on the Slovakia and
the World tab to download the information.
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Rest in Peace, Our Departed Members

/ The First Catholic Slovak Union has a Mass said for each of our deceased members at St. Andrew Abbey in Cleveland, Ohio. \

Branch Name Branch Name
002K William A Hogan 089K Susanne T Kebis
002K Catherine Stone 102K Eleanor B Salay
003K Sharon C Weselenak 112K Mary Ann F Oldham
003P Joseph J Bozosi 153K Mary E Massura
005P Irene Horne 162K Mary Ann Polink
016P Veronica H Snopkowski 165K Matilda D Marince
019K Joan M Somick 198P Joseph E Fedorko
023K Vivienne Marie Cotchen 199K Louis A Smith
024K Andrew C Borsz 200K Marianna M Lhote
024K Jeanne M Kozlowski 240P John Olexovitch
055K Mary M Gavalier 254K Helen A Husava
060K Richard Stephan 259K Joseph M Repasky

Branch Name Branch Name
260K Margaret Rita Lammens 484K Rose M Vilcek
293K Thomas C Stianche 581K Christine A Whittaker
326K Mary Louise Clark 584K John Robert Scerbak
367K Joan K Darcangelo 636K Joseph J Cincala Jr
380K Robert E Pecharka 706K Annette K Paprocki
381K George M Makely 731K Charles Edward Wilson
417K John A Zakutney 735K Anna A Mitchell
419K Mary Ellen Adams 738K John M Bolombi
456K Bertha Lockey 743K John M Novak
456K Gerald G Pollock 746K George J Kowalski
456K Pauline F Verost 857K Rudolph S Cislak
484K Ann M Solnosky *Processed through the month of December 2013

OBITUARIES

Michael G. Jacko, Ph D
BRANCH 789 — Windsor, Ontario
N

It is with great sadness that Branch 789 Windsor, Ontario, an- /
nounces the passing of its Vice President, Michael G. Jacko on
October 11, 2013 at Beaumont Hospital, Royal Oak, MI. His loving
family was at his bedside.

Michael George Jacko was born on October 11, 1938, in Wind-
sor, Ontario, to Juraj Jacko (Vranovske Dlhe) and Anna Murin (Sed-
liske) from villages in the Vranov District in Eastern Slovakia. Juraj
had immigrated to Canada in 1927 and Anna and their daughter,
Mary, followed him to Canada in 1937.

Michael is survived by his beloved wife Mary (nee Boldizar). They
had celebrated their 50th Anniversary on June 8. He is also sur-
vived by his dearest daughter Marcy and husband Tim Namespetra and loving grandchil-
dren Andrew, Adam and Sara. Sister, Mary Opsatnik passed away in 2005. Michael will be
missed by his sister-in-law, Irene, and her husband Nestor Chyz and nephews Bradley and
Mark Chyz. Michael was a special “ujo” to Pavol and Katka Tkac and their children. Michael
was Krsny to Frank Varga, Jr. Cousins in Canada, the USA, and Slovakia are also grieving
his loss.

Michael George Jacko graduated from Assumption College High School in 1956. He
obtained his Bachelor of Science Degree in Physics and Chemistry (with Distinction) from
Assumption University in 1961, and then PhD in Chemistry from the University of Wind-
sor in 1964. After graduation, Dr. Jacko accepted a position as a research chemist with
Imperial Qil in Sarnia, Ontario, specializing in gas chromatography. He then accepted an
offer from Bendix Research Laboratories in Southfield, MI, to join their Research and De-
velopment team as a principal chemist in the area of friction materials. During his profes-
sional career, he secured 9 patents and authored many publications. His research led
to his greatest achievement which was the formulation of “asbestos free brakes.” Michael
retired from Bendix Research/Honeywell after a 30 year career in 1997, leaving a valuable
legacy to the scientific study of friction materials. His knowledge and expertise have been
acknowledged throughout the scientific world. Upon retirement, Michael joined the Retired
Engineer Technical Assistance Foundation (RETAF), an organization which provides small
businesses (500 employees or fewer) in Michigan with free pollution prevention and energy
efficiency assessments.

Michael was a 45-year member of the Society of Automotive Engineers and a member of
the Chemical Society of America. During his studies, he joined the Royal Canadian Navy
and attained the rank of Lieutenant before retiring in 1966 after serving eight years.

Dr. Jacko was a lifelong member of Sts. Cyril & Methodius Slovak Church, Windsor. As
a lifelong member of the First Catholic Slovak Union, Branch 789, he served as vice presi-
dent for more than 20 years. He also was a frequent guest host of the Slovak Radio Hour
(99.1FM) for 19 years, and a strong supporter and promoter of Slovak functions, volunteer-
ing his services over the past 40 years.

An avid photographer, Michael and his camera were busy at every social event, Slovak
and non-Slovak, and also while traveling extensively with his wife Mary after his retirement,
visiting many historic landmarks in the US, Europe, the Holy Land, and Egypt. They had
many trips to Slovakia to visit family and friends.

Visitation was held at the Windsor Chapel Funeral Home in Windsor, Ontario, on Wednes-
day, October 16, 2013. Anna Bagin offered a farewell on behalf of Branch 789, and the
Slovak Radio Hour was in Slovak. Fr. Christopher Bordeaux and Cyril Bagin offered a
Memorial Prayer Service that same evening at the funeral home. These acts were most
appreciated by the family. The entire staff of Windsor Chapel offered guidance, support, and
careful attention to detail and the family is most grateful.

The funeral Mass took place on October 17, 2013 at Sts. Cyril & Methodius Slovak Church
in Windsor. Fr. Christopher Bordeaux offered the Mass of Resurrection and Father Benja-

min Kosnac of Sts Cyril & Methodius Slovak Church, Sterling Hts, MI, concelebrated. The
family expresses thanks to readers who recited Psalms and Scripture: Sara NamesPetra
(granddaughter), Katarina Tkac (cousin). Thanks go out to the pallbearers, Andrew and
Adam NamesPetra (grandsons), Brad and Mark Chyz (nephews), Pavol Tkac (cousin),
Frank Varga, Jr. (godson) and to the organist-soloist Henrietta Cambala Hulay, the commu-
nity of Sts. Cyril & Methodius Slovak Church, and the entire congregation for their participa-
tion during the Mass. Daughter Marcy delivered a eulogy of her father’s legacy prior to the
closing services.

Interment followed at St. Alphonsus Cemetery. Graveside prayers in English were offered
by Fr. Chris. Fr. Kosnac offered Farewell prayers in Slovak.

Mary Jacko and her family also take this opportunity to express sincere gratitude to their
relatives and friends for all of the loving support and acts of kindness shown to them during
their darkest days following the passing of a beloved husband, dear father, and proud dzedo.
The beautiful floral tributes, mass offerings, memorial donations, sympathy cards, and gifts
of food and pastries were very much appreciated. They thank the many people from near
and far who paid their respects during the prayer service and visitation at Windsor Chapel.
To everyone who came to Sts. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Church for the Mass of Resur-
rection, they again give thanks.

A memorial luncheon was prepared by and served at the Caboto Club of Windsor.

Michael G. Jacko was an honorable gentleman and scholar. He will be missed by all who
knew him. Thanks, Mike, for the memories! Rest in peace!

Branch 670 Accepting Application
for its 2014 Scholarship Program

Branch 670 of Donora, PA is excited to announce
that it is accepting applications for its 2014 Scholar-
ship Program. The committee will award up to three,
onetime $1000.00 scholarships to the candidates who
best satisfy the award criteria. Any individual of Branch
670 that has had any policy for at least 4 years, is cur-
rent in their premiums, is a high school senior and will
attend an Approved Educational Institution is eligible
for a Scholarship.

For applications, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 1 of the following officers,
or you may email your request to one of the following addresses:

* Dorothy Petrus, 545 Castner Ave., Donora, PA 15033

* Joe Matinko, 85 Crestline Ave., Charleroi, PA 15022 (email: matinko305@comcast.net)

* Cheryl Hyatt, 410 Sunset Hills Drive, Freedom,PA 15042 (email: hyattfamily@comcast.
net)

ALL APPLICATION REQUESTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 28, 2014

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.fcsu.com
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ETHEL K, FEDORCZAK
BRANCH 41 -
YONKERS, NEW YORK

Ethel K. Fedorczak, 84, of Shrub Oak, NY,
died peacefully on April 22, 2013. She was
born and raised in Yonkers, NY and gradu-
ated from Commerce High School. She is
preceded in death by her husband, Wallace
Fedorczak and her parents, George and
Anna Kolesar. She is survived by her loving
daughters Ann Marie DeMaria and husband,
George and Carol Sasso and husband Jo-
seph. She was the beloved grandmother of
Anthony, Jennifer, Carina, and Joseph, Jr.
Dear sister of the late Mary, George, John,
Anna, Edward, William and Eleanor. She
is survived by her sister, Lucy. She is also
survived by many loving nieces and neph-
ews. Visiting hours were Wednesday, April
24,2013, 2-4 and 7-9pm at Clark Funeral
Home, Yorktown Heights, NY. Funeral Mass
of Christian Burial was celebrated Thursday
April 25, 2013, at 11:15am, St. Elizabeth
Ann Seton Church, Shrub Oak, NY. Inter-
ment followed at Rose Hills Memorial Park,
Putnam Valley, NY.

DONALD A. LAKATOSH
BRANCH 175 -
READING, PENNSYLVANIA

Donald A. Lakatosh,
born in Reading, PA,
passed away at his Ar-
lington, VA, home on
Sunday, November 17,
2013, at the age of 78.

Born May 25th 1935,
he was predeceased
by his parents Andrew and Sophia (Check)
Lakatosh and a brother, Lawrence.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years,
Marie Lakatosh; a son, Donald (Kara) Laka-
tosh, Knoxville, TN; and a daughter, Laurie
Ann Lakatosh, of Arlington, VA. He is also
survived by his grandchildren: Andrew, Wil-
liam, Emma and Robert, Knoxville, TN; and
his siblings: Joan Magee, Woodbury, NJ;
Irene Lakatosh, Reading; Thomas Lakatosh,
Indianapolis, IN; and Rita (Steve) Lukes,
Douglassville, PA. Also surviving are many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-
nephews.

After graduating in 1953 from the for-
mer Reading Catholic High School, Don-
ald served in the Air Force for nine years.
He was stationed at various facilities in the
United States and included tours of duty in
France and Germany. After the military, he
was a civil servant in the US Army head-
quarters at The Pentagon for twenty years,
retiring in 1990.

Donald was member of The First Catho-
lic Slovak Union (FCSU) Branch 175, and
the Catholic War Veterans, Post 1652. He
also worked as a realtor for Cardinal and
Weichert Realty Companies in Arlington.

A visitation was held at The Murphy Fu-
neral Home, 4510 Wilson Boulevard, Ar-
lington, VA, on Wednesday, November 20,
2013, from 5-7 p.m. Donald served as an
usher at Saint Thomas More Cathedral, Ar-
lington, Virginia, where a Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated on Thursday, Novem-
ber 21, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.

An additional visitation and prayer ser-
vice was held in the chapel at Gethsemane
Cemetery, Chapel of the Ressurection, Lau-
reldale, PA on Friday, November 22, 2013,
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at 10:00 a.m. followed by burial at the cem-
etery.

Arrangements are entrusted to The Mur-
phy Funeral Home, Arlington, VA, and Den-
gler Funeral Home, Birdshoro, PA.

- Submitted by Mrs. Marie Lakatosh

JOHN A. ZAKUTNEY
BRANCH 417 -
PHILIPSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

John A. “Jack” Zakutney, 82, of Philips-
burg, PA, died Monday, Oct. 21, 2013 at his
residence.

Born Feb. 5, 1931 in Punxsutawney, he
was the son of the late Stephen and Eliza-
beth (Susko) Zakutney.

He attended the Houtzdale High School
and graduated in 1948. He earned his
Bachelor’s degree from Cannon University
and his Master’s degree from Penn State
University.

He was a veteran of the U.S. Army and
served during the Korean War.

Mr. Zakutney was a teacher at the Phil-
ipsburg Osceola High School and retired in
1992 after 39 years of service.

He was a parishioner of the Sts. Peter
& Paul Catholic Church in Philipsburg. He
was a church organist for 60 years. He was
a member of the Knights of Columbus Holy
Family Council 8701, Morrisdale, and Pope
John Paul Il 4th Degree Assembly No. 952,
Clearfield. He was also a member of the
Pennsylvania Association of School Retir-
ees. He enjoyed playing golf and was an
avid reader.

On June 8, 1963 at St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church in Osceola Mills, he married Carol A.
(Visnofsky) Zakutney. She survives of Phil-
ipsburg.

He’s survived by a daughter, Stephanie
A. Showers of Philipsburg; a daughter-in-
law, Christine Zakutney of Wall Township,
NJ; three grandchildren, Ryan Showers,
Abby Showers and Emma Zakutney; and
one step-grandson, Matt Ford. He's also
survived by a sister, Sister Barbara Ann Za-
kutney of Erie.

In addition to his parents, he was preced-
ed in death by a son, Steven J. Zakutney, on
July 1, 2008; a granddaughter, Dana Zakut-
ney, on July 1, 2013; two brothers, Edward
and Bernard Zakutney; and one infant sister,
Elizabeth Ann Zakutney.

Friends were received from 9:30 a.m. —
11 a.m. Thursday, October 24, 2013, at the
Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
at 11 a.m. that same Thursday at the church
with Fr. Robert J. Kelly as celebrant. Burial
was in Sacred Heart Cemetery, Brisbin.

- Submitted by Rosemary Deliman,
Branch 417 Secretary/Treasurer

MARIE ANN
GRYCZKO
BRANCH 419 -
WILKES-BARRE,
PENNSYLVANIA =N

Marie Ann Gryczko, -
of Wilkes-Barre passed away peacefully
Tuesday, December 10, 2013, while in the
care of the Celtic Hospice Facility, Geisinger
South Wilkes-Barre.

Born in Wilkes-Barre, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Stephan and Anna Molitoris
Gasper. She attended Sacred Heart Slovak
School and James M. Coughlin High School.

After leaving school, Marie was employed
by the Penn Metal Co. and Prestige Shoe
Co., both of Wilkes-Barre. While holding her
job, Maria attended Bradford Beauty School.
She graduated and opened Marie's Beauty
Salon. She was in business for 40-plus
years.

She was a member of Sacred Heart Slo-
vak Parish, until the closure of the church.
She was currently a member of St. Andre
Bessette Parish, Wilkes-Barre. She was
the president of the St. Stephen the Martyr,
First Slovak Catholic Union (Jednota), and a
past volunteer at John Heinz Rehabilitation
Center.

Marie loved to dance, especially to polka
music. She enjoyed going to local bin-
gos and most recently the casino with her
friends.

Marie was preceded in death by her
parents; her husband of 26 years, Andrew
Gryczko, who passed unexpectedly in 1974;
and her sister, Theresa Firda.

She is survived by her son, David and his
wife, Bella, Wilkes-Barre; sister, Ann Alta-
villa, Plains Township; brother, John Gas-
per and his wife, Christine, Indiana; and a
granddaughter, Lisa Benkowski, Kingston;
along with several aunts, uncles, nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Marie's funeral will be held at 9:30 a.m.,
Saturday, December 14, 2014, from Yanaitis
Funeral Home Inc., 55 Stark St., Plains
Township.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated at 10 a.m. in St. Stanislaus Kostka
Church, 666 North Main Street, Wilkes-
Barre. The Mass will be officiated by her
nephew, the Rev. Philip Altavilla.

Interment will be in Sacred Heart Cem-
etery, Dallas.

AGNES GHILINO
BRANCH 514 -
PERTH AMBOY, NEW JERSEY

Agnes Helen Ghilino ( nee Bilanski ), 86
of Perth Amboy, passed away on Saturday,
November 30, 2013 at her residence with
her family by her side. Agnes was born in
Hopelawn and lived all her life in Perth Am-
boy. She was employed by the Perth Amboy
Board of Education as a Cafeteria worker
at the High School for over 10 years. She
retired in 1994. Agnes was a parishioner
of the Most Holy Name of Jesus Parish at
Holy Trinity Church. Her enjoyment was tak-
ing trips to Atlantic City and being with her
grandchildren.

She is preceded in death by her loving
parents John and Anna ( nee Telep ) and
dear sister of Stephen Bilanski. She is sur-
vived by her devoted husband of 65 years
Victor Ghilino; beloved mother of Diane and
her husband Herman Rozing and Ronald
and his wife Mary Ghilino; sister of Dolores
Woolley; adored grandmother of Jessica,
Andrew, John and Katherine "Katie".

Friends and family were received on
Tuesday, December 3, 2013, at the Gus-
tav J. Novak Funeral Home, Perth Amboy,
NJ. A Funeral Mass was held at the Most
Holy Name of Jesus Parish at Holy Trinity
Church at 10 am, on Wednesday, Decem-

The First Catholic Slovak Union is now accepting VISA,
Mastercard and Discover credit cards as newspaper sub-
scription payments. Contact the Home Office for details:
1-800-JEDNOTA or info@fcsu.com.

ber 4, 2013. Burial followed at Holy Trinity
Cemetery.

JOHN S. NISKY
BRANCH 754 -
ELYRIA, OHIO

John S. Nisky, 96, long-time resident of
Wickliffe, OH, passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, December 10, 2013, at Firelands
Regional Medical Center in Sandusky sur-
rounded by his family. Most recently, he
resided at the Ohio Veterans Home in San-
dusky.

Mr. Nisky was born April 14, 1917, in
Monessen, PA. He served as a Corporal
in World War Il in the U.S. Army’s Alaskan
Communications Corps. He was also part
of the Civilian Conservation Corps prior to
the war. After the military, he worked as a
miner in the coal fields near his home town
of Lore City, OH. Later, he relocated to
Cleveland, working at TRW for a number of
years before joining the US Postal Service,
from which he retired after 25 years of ser-
vice. (He was well known for his train whistle
and bird calls). John lived in Wickliffe for 56
years. He was an avid gardener and crafts-
man known for his many wood-working,
weaving and other projects, the fruits of
which he generously shared with family and
friends. He was also an active member of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish and proud of
his Slovak heritage.

He was the loving father of John (Nancy)
of Mentor (now North Ridgeville) and Moni-
ca (Mike) Kelley of Concord; devoted grand-
father of John (Brooke) and Sarah Nisky
and Nick (Joanna), Jessica and Ryan Kel-
ley; and great-grandfather of Sylvia, Nick,
Clementine, Beatrice and Alyssa; brother
of Paul, Margaret Schuetz , Eleanor Gluvna
and Steve. He was also a cherished uncle
to numerous nieces and nephews.

Mr. Nisky was preceded in death by his
beloved wife Sue (nee Kavulich), parents
Stephen and Mary (nee Petro), and siblings
Anna Reese, Mary Rocker and Pauline
Czaplicki.

Friends called on Friday, December 13,
2013, from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m at
Orlando-Donsante Funeral Home, Wickliffe,
OH. The funeral Mass was held on Satur-
day, December 14, 2013, at 10 a.m. at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, Wickliffe, OH. A
Christian burial immediately followed at Sts.
Peter & Paul Cemetery in Lore City, OH.

HELEN MARY (GASPAROVIC) HORKY
BRANCH 756 -
OWOSSO, MICHIGAN

Helen Mary (Gasparovic) Horky, age 88,
of Carmel, IN, formerly of Lennon, Flint,
and Burton, MI, passed away at the home
of her daughter and son-in-law, Susan and




Tim Eldon, in Carmel, IN, after a long, brave
battle with Alzheimer's. A Funeral Mass was
celebrated at 12 Noon, Monday, November
11, 2013, at St. John the Evangelist Church,
Davison, Ml, Rev. Fr. Carl Simon celebrant.
Burial at St. John Catholic Cemetery. Visita-
tion was 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, November 9 and 10, 2013, at Allen
Funeral Home, Davison, MI. A Rosary was
prayed at 7:00 p.m., Sunday at the funeral
home.

Helen was born on September 13, 1925,
with identical twin sister, Catherine Hodges
(who preceded her in death), in Akron, OH.
The family moved to Lennon, MI. Helen
graduated from Owosso High School in
1944, She and her twin then moved to
Washington, D.C. to work at the Pentagon
from 1944 through 1946. Helen married
Stanley J. Horky on November 29, 1949,
and stayed at home to raise her children.
She returned to work, working first at the
City of Flint Treasurer's Office, and then
culminating her employment at the Social
Work Department at Hurley Medical Center
in Flint, MI, where she retired after 20 years
of dedicated service. She was so well-loved
and well-known that even the hospital's CEO
attended her retirement tea. Helen also ac-
tively participated/ volunteered throughout
the years as a homeroom mother at Lewis
Elementary School, where her children at-
tended, contributed numerous hours vol-
unteering at the following organizations:
Parent-Teacher Association of Flint, M,
Cub Scouts of America (Cub Scout Leader),
United Way of Genesee & Lapeer Counties,
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American Cancer Society, March of Dimes,
and the Genesee County Democratic Party.
Helen was the proud mother of five children,
12 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchil-
dren. In addition, numerous neighborhood
children from the Arizona Avenue area, to
whom she provided food, kindness, a listen-
ing ear, a warm heart and a warm place to
stay in time of need, will always consider
her "Mom Horky". Helen was also an excel-
lent cook and baker, teaching her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren won-
derful recipes to hand down from generation
to generation, especially the Annual "Apple
Strudel Weekend", where all participated, no
matter how small. We will all miss her warm
smile, kind heart, and hugs. Helen was also
an avid shuffleboard player, loved dancing
and especially singing.

Preceding her in death are her husband,
Stanley; her parents, Emerick and Rosa-
lia Gasparovic; her twin sister, Catherine
Hodges; sister, Mary Gasparovic, who died
in childhood; brothers, Emerick, Joseph,
Stephen, Anthony and Michael Gasparovic;
father and mother-in-law, Frank and Antonia
Horky. Surviving children are Susan (Tim)
Eldon of Carmel, IN, Stan (Cindy) Horky of
Oxford, MI, Richard Horky (and partner Lu-
cille Woodard) of Flint, MI, Reginald Horky
(and partner Carla Carrado) of Scottsdale,
AZ, and Patricia (Mark) Scott of Flint, MI.
Surviving grandchildren are: Erik (Melanie)
Bond, James L. Bond, Karim Eldon, Elisa
(Dwayne) Noaker, Reginald Horky II, Kim-
berly Lutze, Stan (Jaime) Harper, Phillip
Horky, Andrea (Justin) Timm, Caitlan Scott,

(L - R) Front row: (L - R) Carol LaDue, Nelson LaDue, Merton House Cook Lorraine
Kelley, Make a Difference Day Coordinator Eileen Wilson, and John Golias. Back
row: (L —R) Joseph Goda, Judith Salamon, and John Tkacik.

FCSU Honors National 2013 You
Can Make a Difference Day

Once again, the following “stepped up to the plate” and through their generous donations
were able to “Make a Difference” in the lives of the Thomas Merton Center guests. The
Center serves men, women, and children of Greater Bridgeport, CT. Its mission is to provide
a loving, safe, and hope-filled community which responds to the needs of its guests and

respects the dignity of each person.

In honor of National Make A Difference Day in October 2013, members of the First Catho-
lic Slovak Union — together with other fraternals including the Slovak Catholic Sokols, the
National Slovak Society, the Slovak Gymnastic Union Sokol, and the 1st Plavecky Society of
the Holy Trinity — in the Slovak Alliance of Greater Bridgeport, assisted with the preparation
and serving of the luncheon menu at the Center. Eileen Wilson, Coordinator, also presented
Center Director Mark Grasso, with checks amounting to $600.00 which will be used toward
future breakfasts and luncheons for the guests. Mark, in turn, thanked all of the Slovak
societies, including the First Catholic Slovak Union, on behalf of the Thomas Merton Center

for their continued help and donations.

- Submitted by Eileen Wilson, FCSU Branch 19

Richard Horky, and Frank (Dana) Horky.
Surviving great-grandchildren are Selena
Johnson, Maximus Bond, Julian Noaker,
Aria Helen Noaker, Lydia Inge Noaker, Jack-
son and Sarah Harper, Miranda Rose Pray,
Ryan Horky, Rebecca Helen Horky, Angelus
Horky, Xander Horky, Janessa Horky, Frank
Jason Nichols, and Sarah Lutze. Surviving
siblings are: Frances Joseph of Los Ange-
les, CA, Amelia Winemiller of Columbus,
OH, and Clara Gasparovic of Bronx, NY.
Also surviving is long-time special friend to
Helen and family members, Gerald Carlson;
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.
Helen had a beautiful soul and everyone that
met her, loved her. She will be sorely missed
by all the lives she has touched throughout
the years. The family would like to especially
thank the "angels" from St. Vincent Hospice
of Indianapolis, IN who so lovingly cared for
Helen during her iliness, especially Sister
Cathy Robinson, R.N., Kathy Spears, R.N.,
Worth Hartman, Chaplain, Carol Stout,
Social Worker, Dr. Emily Giesel, volunteer
Dottie Davis, and assistants Ashian Hicks
and Fonda Robinson, both of whom had a
gentle, magical touch to calm her. Also a
special thanks to Barbara Greer, CNA; Se-
nior Home Companion; and SarahCare of
Indianapolis, all of whom provided wonder-
ful care for Helen.

IRENE STANCIK
BRANCH 701 -
VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA
Irene Martha Filo
Stancik, 92, of Parks
Twp, PA, passed
away Friday, Nov 22,
2013, at Concordia
Good Samaritan Hos-
pice, Cabot PA. Born
December 10, 1920,
in Parks Twp, she was
the daughter of Thom-
as Matthias Filo, Sr. and Anna Mura Filo.
Her mother died on her 1st birthday and she
was raised by her stepmother, Maria (Dinga)
Filo. She graduated from Vandergrift High
School in 1938 and worked in her father’s
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grocery business (Filo’s Market) as a book-
keeper and clerk and at Myer’s Print Shop
as a typesetter and press operator. She was
a member of the First Catholic Slovak Union
(Jednota), serving as an insurance policy
recommender and representing the orga-
nization as an officer in the Monsignor Tiso
District and as a delegate at several national
conventions.

Irene spoke and wrote the Slovak lan-
guage fluently and loved the traditions of
polka music, kolace, and Christmas Eve
“Vilia". She played the piano and enjoyed
classical music, crocheting, embroidering,
flower and vegetable gardening, and trav-
eling. Though she had many hobbies and
interests the core of her life consisted of
family, church, and her great faith. She will
be most remembered as a caring, generous,
and loving mother with a special devotion to
the Mass and the Rosary.

Irene was pre-deceased by her husband,
Julius Michael Stancik in May 2002 and six
sisters and two brothers: Stephanie (Jo-
seph) Kocis, Mary (George) Firek, Helen
(James) Rimel, Margaret (Edward) Pacuch,
Eleanor (Arthur) Stemplinski, Amelia (Dan-
iel) Shaw, Thomas Matthias Filo, Jr. (Myrtle)
and Augustine John Filo. She is survived by
daughter Juliana Stancik (Gilpin Twp), sons
John Stancik (Parks Twp) and Kevin (Kath-
leen) Stancik of New Braunfels, Texas and
three grandchildren Sarah, Kyle, and Brian
Stancik, all of Texas, sister-in-law Joan (An-
dring) Filo of Virginia Beach, sister-in-law
Mary Ann (Stancik) Steffanina of Kepple Hill
and many nieces and nephews.

Visitation was at Brady-Curran Funeral
Home and Cremation Services, Inc., Van-
dergrift, PA on Monday, November 25,
2013, from 2-4 and 6-8 pm, with the Rosary
at 7pm. A Tridentine (Latin) Requiem High
Mass was celebrated at 11 am Tuesday,
November 26, 2013, at St. Boniface Ro-
man Catholic Church (Holy Wisdom Parish),
Pittsburgh (North Side), PA, celebrated by
Rev. James W. Dolan, Pittsburgh Diocese.
Burial followed at Greenwood Memorial
Cemetery in Lower Burrell.

- Submitted by Kevin Stancik

Answer to buzzie

Solution to Puzzle from page 11
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(L-R)
Andrew
Li, Jacob
Marks,
Jefferson
Morris,
Quentin
Bergey,
Johnny
Rishel

The Kings and their Camel Boys Sing "Gloria" with the host of angels. First Row,
(L-R) Camel Boy, Ben Crane; King, Jack Marks; Camel Boy, Parth Tiwari; King, Ben
Friscia; Camel Boy, Jack Friedenberg

Christmas Pageant at SS Cyril &
Methodius in Danville, PA

Saint Cyril Academy Preschool and Kindergarten in Danville recently presented their an-
nual Christmas Pageant in the Basilica of Saints Cyril and Methodius this past December.
Shepherds, Kings and a host of angels aged three to five years old celebrated the birth of
Christ. The pageant was followed by a reception in the cafeteria. Saint Cyril Academy Pre-
school and Kindergarten is sponsored by the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius.

- Submitted by Sister Barbara Sable, SS.C.M.

11th Consular Tour to Slovakia
Planned for 2014

Joe Senko, the Slovak Honorary Consul for Pennsylvania,
and his wife, Albina — both members of Branch 254 — are
planning their 11th tour to Slovakia. It will take place from
August 10 - 20, 2014.
The tour will include visits to the three larg-
est cities in Slovakia: Bratislava, the capital city;
Kosice, named the EU’s 2013 Culture Capital;
and Presov, the sister city of Pittsburgh. The
tour also will include visits to Vienna, castles,
churches, shrines, and two wine tastings. An
overnight stay at the famous spa, TrenCianske
Teplice, where you can relax with some health treat-
ments, is included. We also will have meetings with
several dignitaries. Our tour is the best dollar value of all the
Slovak tours from the U.S. at $3,599.
For a detailed daily itinerary and more information, go to fcsu.com and click on the Slova-
kia & The World tab or contact Joe Senko at 412-956-6000 or at jtsenko@aol.com.

Address Changes”?

Readers are reminded that all address changes for the JEDNOTA newspaper
must be done at the Home Office in Independence, Ohio. If you have an address

change, cancellation, or wish to receive the paper, write to: First Catholic Slovak
Union, FCSU Corporate Center, 6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300, Independence,
OH 44131-2398; Phone: 1/800-JEDNOTA (1/800-533-6682); Fax: 1-216-642-4310;

or E-mail: FCSU@aol.com.
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Members of the First Catholic Slovak Union and the Slovak-American community
turn out to support George as he receives his honor, including: (L - R) Branch 450
President and President of the Zemplin Club of Cleveland George Carny, Ken Javor,
Christine Javor, Branch 24 Member Alex Fedoriouk, Branch 24 Member Beata
Begeniova-Fedoriouk, honoree George Terbrack, Cleveland-Bratislava Recording
Secretary Eileen Sotak, Cleveland-Bratislava Member Ed Ference, Branch 1 and
Cleveland-Bratislava Member Joseph Hornak, Dolores Hornak, First Catholic Slovak
Union National President Andrew M. Rajec, and Cleveland-Bratislava Member
Denise Ivan

George Terbrack Honored by American
Nationalities Movement of Ohio

On the afternoon of November 30, 2013, local Slovak activist George Terbrack was hon-
ored at the annual Christmas party luncheon of the American Nationalities Movement of
Ohio. The organization was founded by the Hon. Ralph J. Perk, former Mayor of Cleveland
(1971-77). The current President is Judge Ralph J. Perk, Jr. Honorary President, the Hon.
George V. Voinovich, former Mayor of Cleveland (1980-88), Governor of Ohio (1990-98),
and U.S. Senator (1999- 2011) introduced the honoree, George Terbrack, who was applaud-
ed for his contributions and dedication to his Slovak heritage and preserving and sharing the
cultural history of Slovakia throughout the Greater Cleveland area. George was particularly
lauded for his extensive work with the Slovak Gardens, serving as President of the Slovak
Garden Association and Executive Board Trustee of the Cleveland Cultural Garden Federa-
tion from 2002 — 2013 and most recently successfully relocating the monument of Milan
Ratislav Stefanki to the Gardens in September of 2013. George also has been active in
many local organizations, including Cleveland-Bratislava Sister Cities, where he is a current
member and served as Vice President from 1998 — 2003. George also helps curate the First
Catholic Slovak Union’s Home Office Museum.

(L - R) Robert Kristofik, President of the Michigan District, admlnlsters
the oath of office to the newly re-elected officers of Branch 743: Joseph
Rimarcik - President and Secretary; Milan Straka - Chairman Auditors;
Daniela Grisak - Auditor; Jozef Kovac - Auditor; and Anna Magusin -
Treasurer.

Young
members
of Branch

743 provide
entertainment
during the |
meeting.

Dec Meeting of Branch 743

Branch 743 held a meeting at the St. Cyril & Methodius Slovak Catholic Church
in Sterling Heights, Michigan on 12-1-13, during which officers for the branch were
elected.

- Submitted by Rudy Bernath, FCSU Director Region 7
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THE FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND CANADA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MINUTES OF THE

UARTERLY MEETING FRIDAY - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2013

RENASSIANCE CLEVELAND HOTEL, CLEVELAND, OHIO

FIRST SESSION:
Friday, September 20, 2013

OPEN MEETING:
President Andrew Rajec called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked the
National Chaplain, Father Thomas Nasta, to offer the opening prayer.

ANTHEMS:
The President led the singing of the national anthems of the United States, Cana-
da, and Slovakia and the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:
Kenneth Arendt, Executive Secretary, read the roll call:

Rev. Thomas Nasta
Andrew Rajec
Andrew Harcar, Sr.
Kenneth Arendt
George Matta
Karen Hunka
Susan Ondrejco
Gary Matta
Joseph Minarovich
Damian Nasta
Carl Ungvarsky
James Marmol

National Chaplain

President

Vice President

Executive Secretary

Treasurer

Chairman of Auditors

Fraternal Activities Director (Excused)
General Counsel

Regional Director, Region 1

Regional Director, Region 2 (Excused)
Regional Director, Region 3

Regional Director, Region 4

Regis Brekosky Regional Director, Region 5
Henry Hassay Regional Director, Region 6
Rudolph Bernath Regional Director, Region 7
Milos Mitro Regional Director, Region 8

All present and accounted.

READING THE CALL:
The Executive Secretary read the Call to the Quarterly September 20-21, 2013
Meeting.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES OF THE QUARTERLY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING JUNE 2013:

A motion was made by Father Thomas Nasta and seconded by James Marmol to
accept the minutes of the Quarterly Board of Directors Meeting of June 22, 2013, as pre-
sented. Motion carried.

PRESENTATION OF THE AGENDA:

President Rajec presented the agenda for the Quarterly Meeting and asked for its
acceptance. Amotion was made by Kenneth Arendt and seconded by James Marmol to ac-
cept the agenda and to allow the President to change the order of the agenda, if necessary.
Motion carried.

AQS ASSET MANAGEMENT REPORT:

Larry White, representing AQS Asset Management, at the invitation of the Presi-
dent, presented his report to the Board of Directors. A copy of his report was distributed to
each Board Member. During and after his presentation, Mr. White answered the Board of
Directors’ questions.

The President led an extensive review of our current annuity rates and with the
recommendation of the Executive Committee, it was decided to have the rates remain the
same.

The President ask Edward DePersis, our Financial Consultant from Bruce and De-
Persis, to review the guarantee rate of our old and current annuity policies and report back
to the Board.

The President reviewed the interest rates paid on our Branch Agreements and
stated there would be an adjustment in interest paid to non-branches.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
The President read his report to the Board of Directors. The report will be printed
in the Jednota newspaper.

Scholarships
The Executive Secretary stated the applications for the Jednota Benevolent Foun-

dation Scholarship have been mailed to the branch officers and are available on our website,
at the home office, and printed in the newspaper. The deadline this year is October 28, 2013.

Fraternal
The President announced there would not be any joint events with the Slovak
Catholic Sokol, but we will continue pursuing dates for 2014.

The President stated the National Picnic held at Frogbridge, New Jersey was very
successful and an excellent venue for our members. Everyone had a great time; the food
was good and there was a wide variety of activities to enjoy.

2014 Convention.

The President, the Executive Secretary, and the Administrative Assistant went to
Philadelphia to make the convention arrangements with the Sheraton Downtown Philadel-
phia Hotel. While in Philadelphia, they met Father Thomas Nasta, National Chaplain, and
Damian Nasta, Regional Director. The contract with the hotel was signed, meeting rooms
were assigned, and meals were discussed. The President, Executive Secretary and Ad-
ministrative Assistant met with the hotel staff. They also had a meeting with the Convention
Bureau to obtain information on sites and tours for the delegates. Arrangements were also
made for a river cruise for our delegates. The President, Executive Secretary, and Adminis-
trative Assistant were able to visit the Cathedral-Basilica, which is across the street from the
hotel. They also visited St. Agnes-St. John Nepomocene Church, the only remaining Slovak
parish in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, and met with the pastor.

The Executive Secretary stated the first letter is ready to be sent to the branches
that qualify stating their estimated delegate count and the final letter which will be based on
membership as of February 1, 2014 will be sent the first week in February 2014,

HOME OFFICE REPAIRS:

The President updated the Board of Directors on the problem with the windows
leaking on all three floors of the Home Office in Independence, Ohio, causing interior dam-
age. The President stated an expert has been hired to examine the problem and make
recommendations on solving the issue. The President further stated we are in the process
of receiving a second opinion on the project. The Board will be kept informed of the progress.
The initial estimate was over $200,000.00.

The President stated he visited Jednota Estates in Middletown, Pennsylvania, and
reported that the Printery building is in need of caulking repair.

ADJOURN:
The meeting was adjourned to celebrate Mass with Father Thomas Nasta and to
have lunch.

SECOND SESSION:
Friday, September 20, 2013

The President introduced Michael Vary, Jr., our representative for UBS Financial
Services, Inc., and he gave a very extensive report. Mr. Vary answered all the Board’s ques-
tions.

JEDNOTA ESTATES MONUMENT PROJECT:

The President, along with Regional Director, James Marmol, led a review on the
Monument Project located on Jednota Estates in Middletown, Pennsylvania. They present-
ed a review of the preliminary plans and stated they are ready to hire a Contractor. The initial
quote was too expensive and changes are being made.

FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE SECOND QUARTER 2013:

Secretary Arendt presented a detailed summary of the Financial Report for the
second quarter of 2013. After his report, he answered the Board’s questions. The Execu-
tive Secretary stated that the 2013 second quarter Financial Report will be published in the
Jednota newspaper. Thus far, 2013 has shown records in assets and surplus.

Investment Updates

The Executive Secretary submitted a written report to the Board of Directors for its
review of the investments and transactions with the Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB), the
Matlin Patterson Fund (MPAM), UBS Fund, and MAI Fund. Following the report, the Execu-
tive Secretary answered the Board’s questions.

continued on page 22
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Portfolio Custodian

The Executive Secretary updated the Board of Directors on the report from our
portfolio custodian, Key Bank. Everything was found to be in order and the Executive Sec-
retary answered the Board'’s questions.

TREASURERS REPORT:
The Treasurer, George Matta, presented his report and answered all the Board’s
questions.

MEMBERSHIP AND MARKETING:
The Vice President reviewed the sales production by Districts and also by General
Agents and Independent Agents and answered all the Board’s questions.

The Vice President updated the Board on the recruiting process for Independent
Agents to sell our products. He informed the Board we already have 170 Independent and
General Agents.

The Vice President further led a discussion regarding seminars for 2013 and en-
couraged the Regional Directors to contact him regarding seminars within their regions. He
also stated he is beginning to schedule seminars for 2014.

The Vice President stated all the final arrangements have been made for the Mem-
bership Meet to be held in November 9-16, 2013 on the cruise ship the Crown Princess. He
said 83 members have signed up.

The Vice President reviewed the “final expense policy” to be offered to our mem-
bers. The Executive Secretary stated this would not be a guarantee issue, but would be
handled with expedited underwriting. The Program should be in place by the end of the year.

INVESTMENT UPDATE:

The President introduced Christopher Welker, Chief Operating Officer, and Craig
Ruch, Chief Executive Officer, with Matlin Patterson. They gave an extensive report on our
portfolio and answered the Board’s questions.

CHAIRMAN OF AUDITORS REPORT:

Chairman of Auditors, Karen Hunka, presented the 2013 Second Quarter Auditors’
Report and answered the Board’s questions. The Chairman stated that the internal auditors
conducted a thorough audit and found everything in order.

PRESENTATION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive Committee

The Executive Secretary gave a report on the Executive Committee Meetings. He
stated that in accordance with the Bylaws of the First Catholic Slovak Union, the Executive
Committee meets monthly and whenever else it is necessary to take care of the business of
the Society.

Investments were made in accordance with the laws of the State of Ohio and with
the directives adopted by the Board of Directors. The Executive Committee members work
very closely with AQS Asset Management Company and all investments are approved by a
vote of at least three members of the Executive Committee.

Scholarship Committee

The Executive Secretary gave a report on the Scholarship Committee, comprised
of professional educators, and stated we are preparing the scholarship applications for 2014.
The applications will be available on the website, through branch officers, or by calling the
home office. The Jednota newspaper will also publish the scholarship information.

SUBSIDIARIES REPORT:
Jednota, Inc.

The President of Jednota, Inc., George Matta, gave his report to the Board of Di-
rectors and answered the Board’s questions .

Jednota Properties, Inc.
The President of Jednota Properties, Inc., Regis Brekosky, presented his report to
the Board of Directors and answered all the Board’s questions.

The reports of Jednota, Inc., and Jednota Properties, Inc., are informational in
nature.

MISCELLANEOUS:

The President also mentioned that the new LED Digital sign we want added to the
Home Office property is still on hold. The President stated he is still waiting for the City of
Independence to agree and issue a permit to install the new sign. The President stated he
has attended 2 city meetings and each time the subject has been tabled.

ADJOURN:
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There being no further business to conduct for the day, a motion was made by
Henry Hassay and seconded by Andrew Harcar. Motion carried.

The President asked Father Thomas Nasta to end the meeting with a prayer.

THIRD SESSION:
Saturday, September 21, 2013

OPEN:
President Andrew Rajec called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Father Thomas
Nasta led the Board in prayer.

ROLL CALL:
The Executive Secretary took a visual roll call. He stated that Damian Nasta was
excused and Susan Ondrejco was to be present via teleconference.

FRATERNAL ACTIVITY DIRECTORS’ REPORT:

Susan Ondrejco, Fraternal Activity Director, presented her report on the events of
the year. She announced the Golf Tournament was held on July 20-21, 2013, in Canton,
Ohio and there were 78 participants. The Fraternal Director also announced the Bowling
Tournament will be held April 25-27, 2014 in the Pittsburgh area.

The Fraternal Director stated the National Picnic was a success and everyone had
a great time. The weather was beautiful, there was good food, and many activities were
available for all. She said there were 288 members registered for the day.

The President stated the Fraternal Director should continue to pursue future joint
events with the other Slovak Fraternals.

PAYMENTS OF BILLS ASSOCIATED WITH THE QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING:

A motion was made by Henry Hassay and seconded by Rudolph Bernath to pay
all the bills associated with the meeting and to accept all reports as presented. Motion was
carried.

DONATIONS:
Donation requests were reviewed and acted upon.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to conduct, a motion was made by Henry Hassay
and seconded by Rudolph Bernath to adjourn. Motion was carried.

Father Thomas Nasta closed the meeting with prayer.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2013

HOME OFFICE, INDEPENDENCE, OHIO

OPEN:
President Andrew Rajec called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked Vice
President Andrew Harcar to lead the prayer.

ROLL CALL:
Members attending: Andrew M. Rajec, President

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President
George F. Matta, Treasurer

Karen Hunka, Chairman of Auditors

(rotating Director via telephone)

ACCEPTANCE OF THE OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES:

The Executive Secretary presented the minutes of the October 2013 Executive
Committee Meeting. A motion was made by Andrew Harcar and seconded by George Matta
to accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURERS REPORT:
The Treasurer presented a written report and answered all the Executive Commit-
tee’s questions.

INVESTMENT UPDATES:

The Executive Secretary submitted a written report to the Executive Committee for
their review of the investments and transactions with the Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB),
the Matlin Patterson Fund (MPAM), UBS Fund, and MAI Fund. Following the report, the
Executive Secretary answered the Executive Committee’s questions.

The Executive Secretary gave a third quarter review on the Quarterly Financial
Statement and answered the Executive Committee member’s questions.

SALES AND MARKETING:

The Vice President summarized the sales production report given to the Board of
Directors on the different regions and the report of our independent agents. This report is
always mailed to our Regional Directors for their information. The Vice President stated we
are still continuing to recruit new agents. Following the report, the Vice President answered
the Executive Committee’s questions.

The Vice President stated he will continue to work with the Regional Directors and
schedule seminars for 2014.

The Vice President reported the 2013 Membership Meet on the Crown Princess 7
day Cruise on November 9 to 16, 2013 was very successful. The Award Presentation was
very nice and the top producers were recognized. Everyone was very pleased with the ship,
schedule, and activities.

AQS MANAGEMENT, INC.:

Larry White, representing AQS Management, Inc., gave his extensive Investment
Portfolio transaction report. Each member of the Executive Committee received a copy of
the presentation in advance for his review. Following the report, Mr. White answered the
Executive Committee’s questions.

The President notified Mr. White that while we are satisfied with his performance
the FCSU may consider contracting with an additional money manager as our assets con-
tinue to grow. We have no intention on reducing the amount of assets AQS manages at this
time. Mr. White understood this decision and expressed his full commitment to continue his
current efforts.

After extensive review of the current annuity rates the Executive Committee de-
cided to extend the present rates. These rates will be reviewed at the next meeting.

ADVERTISING:

The Executive Secretary informed the Committee that we have received excellent
response from our members on the personal Estate Planning Booklets. The booklet is a
fraternal benefit and is still available to all members upon request.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT:
MORTGAGES AND OVERDUE MORTGAGES

The Executive Secretary presented the report for the month of October for the
Committee’s review and answered their questions.

MONTHLY DISBURSEMENTS
The Executive Secretary reported that the following disbursements were incurred
and paid during the month of October:

Disbursements for the month of October 2013:

Death Benefits & Accumulations $ 141,624.17
Cash Withdrawals & Accumulations $ 60,764.56
Matured Endowments & Accumulations $ 0.00
Trust Fund $ 5,170.00

The Executive Secretary also presented the Membership and Annuity Report. The
Executive Committee reviewed the remainder of the disbursements and the Executive Sec-
retary answered all questions.

PORTFOLIO REVIEW:

The Executive Secretary updated the Executive Committee on the report from our
portfolio custodian, Key Bank, and found everything in order and answered the Committee’s
questions.

MISCELLANEOUS:

The President stated the convention plans and event details are being finalized for
the 50th Quadrennial Convention in Philadelphia. The President said he is in the process of
researching keynote speakers and forming a plan for the convention.

The Executive Secretary stated the first letter has gone out to all branches stat-
ing the estimated delegate count for those branches that qualify and the final letter which
will be based on membership as of February 1, 2014 will be sent the first week in Febru-

ary.

The President updated the Executive Committee on the progress of the new roof
Centimark Corporation is contracted to do. The Centimark workers have brought in their
equipment and materials and have begun the work. The President stated he is hoping the
new roof will help eliminate the windows leaking. This will be reviewed in the spring.

The President reported Reverend Andrew Hvozdovic is interested in a joint pilgrim-
age between First Catholic Slovak Union and the Slovak Catholic Federation in Washington
DC to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Mother of Sorrows Chapel in the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. More on this later.

The Executive Secretary reported one of the current tenets has expanded their of-
fice to include all the vacant space on the first floor. The remaining small vacant office space
on the second floor is the only vacant space available to lease.

The Executive Secretary stated some of our tenets requested to have their com-
pany names listed on a small sign as part of our large sign in front of our building. The tenets
felt this was needed to help locate their business. However, the City of Independence sent
FCSU a letter stating we were in violation of their city ordinance and we were requested to
remove the extra sign. We have appealed to the City and the President and Executive Sec-
retary attended a meeting to plead our case; but at this point the City has tabled any decision
on our appeal. The Executive Secretary said the Executive Committee will be informed as
new information becomes available.

The President informed the Executive Committee that he received a letter from
Branch 595 in Michigan concerning some issues they were having with their club and it was
decided that a special meeting needed to be called. The members of Branch 595 will be noti-
fied and the meeting will be advertised in the Jednota newspaper. President Rajec and Vice
President Harcar will attend the meeting and attempt to resolve the problem on December
22, 2013. The results of the meeting will be reported to the Executive Committee.

REQUESTS FOR ADS AND DONATIONS:
The request for donations and ads were reviewed and acted upon.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Andrew Harcar
and seconded by Kenneth Arendt to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

The President asked Vice President Andrew Harcar to close the meeting with
prayer.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Andrew M. Rajec
President
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Estate Planning Booklet

from the First Catholic
Slovak Union

First Catholic Slovak Union

Estate Planning Booklet

Your Personal Record Keeper

As National President Andrew M. Rajec and Executive
Secretary Kenneth A. Arendt state in the beginning of the newly
published Estate Planning Booklet from the First Catholic
Slovak Union (FCSU) - the very foundations of our Society
have been built on values that honor and protect our loved
ones. The FCSU portfolio of insurance and annuity products
itself, they point out, is designed with the financial protection
of loved ones in mind, as well.

Now, as a member of the FCSU, you can receive a valuable
tool for free that allows you to help your loved ones once
again. Inside the pages of this personal record keeper are easy
ways to record and centralize all the pertinent information for
processing your estate — from personal, medical and financial
information to life insurance policies, real estate holdings and
other assets to final wishes for your family.

To request your free copy of the First Catholic Slovak Union
Estate Planning Booklet, please call at 1-800-JEDNOTA
(533-6682).

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2014

FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF
THE UNITED STATES & CANADA
06611 ROCKSIDE ROAD, SUITE 300

INDEPENDENCE, OHIO 44131

1-800-JEDNOTA

IMPORTANT NOTICE
PRIVACY - PERSONAL FINANCIAL AND MEDICAL INFORMATION

Protecting the privacy of your personal financial and medical information has always
been and will continue to be a matter of top priority for us. When used in this notice, the
following terms have the meaning shown.

Public Information means information that is lawfully available to the general public
from: Federal State or local government records; widely distributed media; or, disclo-
sures to the general public that are required to be made by Federal, State or local law.

Non-Public Information means personally identifiable financial and medical informa-
tion. It also means any list, description or other grouping of individuals, and publicly
available information pertaining to them, that is derived from any personally identifiable
information that is not publicly available.

Consumer Reporting Agency means an entity, which regularly provides reports (Con-
sumer Reports) including information regarding an individual’s: general reputation,
character, personal characteristics or mode of living and financial status. The informa-
tion may be obtained through interviews with the individual or third parties such as the
individual’s: business associates, family members, friends, neighbors, acquaintances
or financial sources.

We obtain information about you from the following sources:

*  information you provide to us in an application or other form;

*  information about your transactions with us (such as premium payments,
loans, claims, etc.), or others; and

*  information that we may receive from a Consumer Reporting Agency.

We do not disclose any personal, Non-Public Information about you to anyone, ex-
cept as permitted or required by law. We will not disclose personal medical information
about you, except as permitted by law or as you may authorize.

We restrict access to your personal, insurance and medical information to those of
our employees who need to know that information in order to provide insurance or ser-
vice to you. We are, and will continue to be, vigilantin the safeguarding of your person-
al, financial, and medical information. We maintain physical, electronic and procedural
safeguards to comply with Federal and State regulations regarding the safequarding of
Non-Public Information.

It is our sincere desire to maintain complete, accurate and up-to-date records. You
may contact us to access, as provided by law, information included in your file. We
will promptly correct any error in our information. To protect your privacy, you will need
to identify yourself by providing us with your name, date of birth and social security
number.

eminder. . .

All English and Slovak articles should be sent directly to the
editor Teresa Ivanec, First Catholic Slovak Union, 6611 Rockside
Road, Suite 300, Independence, OH 44131-2398. The email ad-
dress for articles is fcsulifeeditor@gmail.com. Articles may also be
sent by Fax at 216/642-4310. Teresa Ivanec can be reached by
phone at 216/642-9406 or 1/800-533-6682.

Readers are reminded that all address changes for the JEDNOTA newspaper must
be done at the Home Office in Independence, Ohio. If you have an address change, a
cancellation or wish to receive the paper, write to: First Catholic Slovak Union, FCSU
Home Office, 6611 Rockside Rd., Independence, OH 44131-2398. Phone 1/800-JED-
NOTA, fax at 216/642-4310 E-mail: FCSU@aol.com
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Aj zvony hovoria ...

(Pokraéovanie z minulého cisla Jednoty zo dia 4. decembra 2013)

Mozno prave touto filozofiou zivota sa riadilo velké mnozstvo krajanov,
ktori v cudzom svete nezabudli na svoju starl vlast’, dedinu, na svoju
rodinu. Ako som sa presvedc¢il na podujati ,,Zvony Turca“ na zvony,
ale aj na iné sucasti kostolov prispievali zo svojich tazko zarobe-
nych penazi nasi krajania zo zahranicia. Som presvedceny, ze tak,
ako to bolo v regione Turiec, tak to bolo aj na Kysuciach, Orave,
Liptove a Spisi, skratka na celom Slovensku. A som presvedceny aj
o0 tom, Ze to tak nebolo len v minulosti, ale je tomu tak i si¢asnosti.
Uz pri prvom podujati v rimsko-katolickom kostole Povysenia sv.
Kriza vo Val¢i som sa dozvedel, Ze za prvej svetovej vojny sa rek-
virovali zvony v roku 1915 a 1917. Za kilogram zvonoviny boli
vyplatené Styri koruny. Bolo nariadené vziat' vsetky zvony okrem
pamétnych a najstarSich spred roku 1700. Tak aj na zaklade ziadosti
farara z Vlace, Stanislava Kianicku, bol ponechany len zvon zt. 1591.
Z odobranych zvonov ziskala Valca 461 kortin 86 halierov.

Po skonceni vojny sa valCianski veriaci zozbierali na Styri nové zvony,
ktoré su vo Valéi dodnes. Na zvony prispeli: Jan Durovéik z Ameriky 8.190
korun a Jozef Chajnik, 5.000 korun. Z darov americkych Slovakov z Valce ziskali po vymene

.....

na plasti dvadsat’ centimetrovy reliéf sv. Cyrila a Metoda.

Napis na zvone je: ,,Sviti Cyrille a Metode, apostolovia obrodeného Slovenska, orodujte za
nds. Pre valciansky bozi chram obetovali veriaci farnosti a americki Slovaci roku pana 1922,
zvon odliala zvonolejarska firma Adalberta Hillera, vdova a syn v Brne. Ked’ sa Cudovit Tom¢any
z manzelkou vratili do rodnej obce na dochodok z Cleveladnu v USA, na dokupenie zvonov pre
val¢iansky kostol darovali 16 676 kortin. Zostavajucich vySe 900 korun dolozili veriaci a boli
zakupené dva zvony (stredne vel’ky a najmensi zvon — Umieracik). Na stredne velkom zvone
bol napis: ,, Svéty Ludovite Kralu, oroduj za darcu tohto zvona, 1923." Panovnicka Maria Teré-
zia v tzv. Ohniovom patente z 21. augusta 1751 nariadila varovanie pred poziarne zvonenia na
obecnom zvone. Jozef II. nariadenie v roku 1787 este sprisnil. Kazd4 zvonica mala umieragik.

Na najmenSom zvone je napis: ,,Obetoval Ludovik Tomcany roku pana 1923*. Stvrty zvon
z roku 1923 ma na sebe napis: ,, Dakujeme ti Jezisu, ze si nds vykupil svojim svdtym krizom.*
Vsetky $tyri zvony odliala ta ista firma Adalberta Hillera v Brne.

Historicky vzacny 422-ro¢ny zvon bez reliéfu a mena zvonolejara nesie nadpis: ,, Verbum do-
mini manet inaeternum anno domini 1591, v preklade, ,,Slovo panovo bud’ zachované naveky.
Roku pana 1591. V tom Case, ked ho odliali a vytiahli na vezu, sa zacala aj tzv. 15 ro¢na vojna.
Turci plienili a drancovali Uhorsko. Bolo to storo¢ie mocenskych a nabozenskych vojen. Keby
tento historicky zvon vedel rozpravat’, ¢o by sme sa od neho dozvedeli? Co vSetko videl? Biedu,
hlad, obdobie vzrastu, ale aj upadku? Ked’ po 1. svetovej vojne Val¢a aj vd’aka krajanom ziskala
Styri nové zvony, historicky najvzacnejsi zvon bol premiestneny do rimsko-katolickeho kostola
sv. Simona a Judu v Pribovciach. Dozvedel som sa, Ze aj na zvony v rodisku Durka Langsfelda
a Michala Hodzu, v Sucanoch, prispeli krajania z Ameriky.

V roku 1922 firmou R. Marousek a spol. v Brne boli odliate tri zvony. Na stredne velkom
je napis: ,,Dnes uslisite-li hlasu mého, nezezatvrdzuje srdce svého.” Na venci je napis:
Z dobrovolnych obeti nadobudla matkocirkev ev. a. v. Sucany v r. 1922. Na najva¢som zvone je
napis: ,, Nadobudla z milodarov obeti cirkev ev. a. v. v Suciansku, 1922,

Tiez som sa dozvedel, ze krajania darovali peniaze na zakupenie kristalovych lustrov do
evanjelického kostola v Necpaloch. Projektom ,,Zvony Turca“ sa podarilo zdokumentovat’ 26
zvonov v obciach Val¢a, Drazkovce, Velky Cepcin, Necpaly, Pribovce, Sucany, ako aj v sa-
motnom meste Martin, v kostole evanjelickej cirkvi a. v. na Memorandovom ndmesti. Kazdy
z tychto zvonov ma svoj zaujimavy pribeh.

Napriklad aj vzacny 326- rocny historicky zvon v Drazkovciach. Tento zvon zvonil uz v dobe
vladnutia uhorského panovnika cisara Leopolda I. (1657 — 1705). Rok 1686 uvedeny na zvone
nam pripomina definitivnu porazku tureckej basty v Budine. Turecké dobyvaéné vojny a divoka
turecka expanzia trvali na uzemni Uhorska a okolia takmer 150 rokov. Za uhorska korunu bo-
jovalo, krv vylievalo a zomieralo stitisice Slovakov. Kol’ko vojakov a ich Zivotov si vyZziadali
kruté vojny, kol'’ko penazi, kol'ko slovenskych, materinskych , detskych a rodi¢ovskych slz bolo
vyplakanych? Dozvieme sa niekedy, ako je mozné, ze tento stary historicky zvon s latinskym na-
pisom, v preklade ,, prebud’ sa ty, ktory spis a vstain z mrtvych a zasvieti sa Tebe Kristus “, prezil
v Case, ked mnoho zvonov bolo odvlecenych a pretavenych na kanony, bojové gule, zbrane.
Aky pribeh ma zvon svitého Cyrila a Metoda z . 1985? V roku 1985 si krestansky svet pri-
pominal 1.110 vyrocie od smrti arcibiskupa Metoda. V Matice slovenskej v Martine sa k tomuto
vyro¢iu uskutoénila vyznamna odborna konferencia. Veriaci, ktori navstevovali kostol sv. Hele-
ny v Drazkovciach navrhli vykonat’ dobrovol'nt zbierku na novy zvon, s pomenovanim zvon sv.
Cyrila a Metoda. Ked’ze politické zriadenie nebolo veriacim naklonené, zvon do Drazkoviec bol
privezeny v roku 1985 pocas hviezdnej noci. Kratko pred polnocou nakladné auto s vypnutymi
svetlami nehlucne zaparkovalo pri zadnej Casti kostola, aby najmocnejsi chlapi 260 kilogramovy
zvon vytiahli tvrdymi drevenymi schodmi do veze. Vsetko sa dialo po riskom tmy, bez hlasného
hovoru tak, aby bola akcia do Stvrtej hodiny rannej ukoncena. Zvon bol potajme vysviteny
a odvtedy zvoni a zvolava veriacich na bohosluzby. Na zvone je napis: ,,Ku cti sv. Cyrila a Meto-
da, dedicstvo otcov, zachovaj nam, o, pane . Ulil Jozef Tkadlec Helenkov, 1985.“

Zaujimavé zvony su aj v rimskokatolickom kostole sv. Ladislava v Necpaloch z roku 1935. Na
jednom je napis: ,, Dedicstvo otcov, zachovaj, nam, o, pane. “ Nachadza sa tam aj zvon vazeného
a zdmozného pana Dionyza Franklina. Na zvone sa nachddza odliatok jeho podobizne. Takto by
sa dalo este dlho pisat’ o kazdom zvlast. Kazdy zvon ma svoj rodny list, technické data a hlavne
svoju historiu. Ludia zvonom rozumeli a zvony by zo svojej duse urcite radi hlaholili aj znamu
melddiu piesne: ,,Ked sa Slovak pre¢ do sveta poberal.*

,»Ach ty nasa mat’ slovenska, biedna si,
suzuju t'a odjakziva zI¢ Casy,

tvoje deti po svete sa tulaju,

bo uz doma vyzivy viac nemaju.

Zanechali otec, mati, sestru, brat,
za par grosi idu sveta skusovat’,
pre par grosi, Styri sveta konciny.
Na vyzive svojej drahej rodiny.

Povedz ze nam, ty nas Turiec Siroky,
¢i t'a vidim aspon za dva — tri roky?
Za dva roky tohto mdjho sluzenia,

¢i sa a snad’ nase roky premenia.
Daniel Zeman¢ik
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Konferencia k 50. vyrociu
zalozenia Slovenského ustavu v Rime

Vedecka konferencia venovana 50. vyrociu zalozenia Slovenského tstavu sv. Cyrila a Metoda
v Rime sa uskutocnila 5. decembra v Bratislave na pdde Rimskokatolickej cyrilometodskej boho-
sloveckej fakulty (RKCMBF) UK. Vystupili na nej viaceri hostia, ktori stali pri zrode ustavu alebo
tam podsobia v sucasnosti,
informovala Tlacova kance-
laria Konferencie biskupov
Slovenska v Bratislave. Jed-
nym z kl'a¢ovych hosti kon-
ferencie bol kardindl Jozef
Tomko, jeden z pdvodnych
zakladatelov tstavu, ktory
priblizil ucastnikom okol-
nosti  predchadzajuce jeho
zalozeniu.  Odzneli  via-
ceré prispevky o historii i
sucasnych aktivitach tejto
ustanovizne.

“Slavenie polstorotnej exis-
tencie dnes uz Papezského
kolégiasvitych Cyrilaa Meto-
da je vybornou prilezitostou
nielen rekapitulovat dejiny
tejto institicie, ale spolo¢ne
konstatovat’, ze tieto dejiny
dnes, tu a teraz, pokracuju
v podobe aktudlneho diania
s nadhernym vyhladom do budtcnosti,” povedal predseda Konferencie biskupov Slovenska
(KBS), bratislavsky arcibiskup metropolita Mons. Stanislav Zvolensky.

Na konferencii sa zicastnili predstavitelia duchovného a politického zivota, viaceri slovenski
biskupi a d’alsi hostia. Boli medzi nimi aj podpredseda Narodnej rady SR Jan Figel’, profesorka
Emilia Hrabovec z RKCMBF UK a ini.

Slovensky ustav sv. Cyrila a Metoda bol zalozeny z iniciativy kilazov, ktori prisli do Rima
Studovat’ po skonceni druhej svetovej vojny a po udalostiach vo februari 1948 sa nemohli slo-
bodne vratit’ do vlasti, ako aj z generacie kiazov, ktori po aprili 1950 boli dontiteni odist’ z vlasti,
pretoze boli doma prenasledovani pre svoje nabozenské aktivity. V roku 1981 ustav navstivil
papez Jan Pavol I1., ktory ho v roku 1998 povysil na Papezsky slovensky ustav a zriadil v fiom
Papezské slovenské kolégium sv. Cyrila a Metoda, ¢im ocenil jeho dovtedajsiu pracu. K 50.
vyrociu zalozenia Ustavu vznikol v tomto roku aj 30-minttovy film Srdce Slovakov v Rime,
ktory vyrobil tim §tadia LUX communication.

FOTO: TK KBS/ Peter Zimen
Zlava: Profesorka Emilia Hrabovec, kardinal Jozef
Tomko a Jozef Rydlo.

A conference marking the 50" anniversary of the Slovak
Institute was held in Bratislava in December 2013.

TASR

Terchovska muzika zdpisana do UNESCO

Terchovska muzika je
uz sucastou zoznamu
svetového kultirneho
dedic¢stva. Medzivladny
vybor UNESCO na
ochranu nehmotného
kultarneho dedicstva

o tom rozhodol na
svojom zasadnuti v
azerbajdzanskom Baku.
Terchovski muziku predstavuju r6zne hudobné zoskupenia z Terchovej a z
okolitych obci. Muziky vystupuju pri réznych prilezitostiach. Takto spoloéne
hrali viaceré muziky poc€as vystupu na vrch Oravcovia, ktory sa nachadza nad
Terchovou a vedie sem krizova cesta.

Musicians from Terchova were added to the World Cultural Heritage of UNESCO
FOTO TASR - Pavol Duréo, 11. decembra 2013

Novodobé prenasledovanie krestanov
Pokracovanie zo str. 28

ovladanej komunistickym rezimom, sa pocet krestanov rozneho vierovyznania odhaduje na Styristo
tisic. Asi Stvrtina z nich Zije v tdboroch niitenej préace, pretoze odopreli uctievat’ si zakladatel'a ndrod-
ného kultu Kim Il-sunga. Od roku rozdelenia korejského polostrova na dva $taty (1953), v severnej
Korei zmizlo skoro tristo tisic krestanov. V Syrii hrozi krestanom vymretie; v mestecku Maalula,
kde sa este pouziva aramejska re¢ Jezisa Krista, podl'a sprav mohamedani zabili Sarkisa el Zachma
a inych dvoch mladych krestanov, ked” odmietli obratit” sa na islamsku vieru. Podobné pripady sa
opakuju v Iraku, kde americkd organizacia ,,Open Doors* predvida koniec krestanskej pritomnosti
okolo roku 2020. V Egypte prenasleduji krestanskych koptov, ktori tam zijii od nepamdti. Tla¢ sa
nerada zmiefuje o tom, ¢o sa deje s krestanmi na uzemi Gazy, vykrojenom z Izraelu.

Svetova verejna mienka sa tazko dostava k spravam o prenasledovani krestanov v réznych kra-
jinach, kde musi zakrocit’ aj verejna moc. V1ady radsej zamlcia také udalosti, niekedy sa krest'anska
mensina nedovola ani spravodlivosti ani ochrany. V zapadnej tlaci prevlada skér naoko ,,neutrélny”,
ale v podstate ateisticky protinabozensky duch, ktory sleduje viac politické a obchodné zaujmy.
Laicizmus sa stdva akoby novym nébozenstvom. Ako pie Allen, ,liberdlni volnomyslienkéri osla-
vuju mucenikov pravicovych rezimov v Latinskej Amerike, ale nie st ochotni pripustit’ skutocnost’
protikrestanskej nenavisti v Gaze, ktorti kontroluje Hamas, ani spdsoby, akymi l'avicové rezimy casto
napadaju krest'anov®.

Allen vidi pri¢inu prenasledovania vo fanatizme, a to najviac v prehnanom laicizme, a vo fanatizme
islamskych skupin, ktoré spdsobili itoky na krestanov a na kostoly napriklad v Nigérii a v Egypte, ale
aj inde, ako je to zo strany hinduistov v severovychodnej Indii. Aj zapadné sekularne obrazoborectvo,
ktoré sa niekedy oblieka do rucha kultarneho boja, ma uz svoje obete.

Novodobé prenasledovanie krestanov ma teda rozne formy, nie je vzdy krvavé, ani vzdy fyzicky
agresivne. Veriaci maju len jednu odpoved’: upevnit si krestansku vieru a lasku k bliznemu, aj k
nepriatelovi.

Kardinal Jozef Tomko
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Uspesné viano¢né podujatia
v Slovenskom kostole sv. Jana Nepomuckého v NYC

Vianocné podujatia Farskej rady Slovenského kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého v NYC
sa konali za aktivnej spoluprdce spolku sv. Stefana, sv. Matusa IKSJ a Slovenského
katolickeho Sokola .

Spoloéna
fotografia
pritomnych
deti

s organizatormi
podujatia.

MikulaSske odpoludnie s MikulaSskou nadielkou

Mikulasske odpoludnie s Mikulasskou nadielkou sa konalo v nedel'u diia 8. decembra 2013
o 1:00 hodine odpoludnia. Mikuld$skemu odpoludniu predchadzala o 11.00 hodine doobeda
svitd omsSa, pri ktorej deti zo Slovenskej Skoly v Astorii, NYC pod vedenim pani ucitel’ky In-
grid Kuzma zaspievali nieckol’ko viano¢nych piesni. Za tym vo farskej hale pokracovalo podu-
jatie, ktoré¢ modlitbou zahgjil otec Stefan Chanas. Kultirna referentka Farskej rady, Henrieta
H. Daitova privitala pritomnych, rodicov a starych rodic¢ov, ktoré doprevadzali deti . Svatému
Mikulasovi deti zaspievali:

wMikulaSku dobry stry¢ku, modlim sa Ti modlitbi¢ku, zloZ tu svoju plni néZku, daj nam
z darov Tvojich troSku, Ci konicka medového, Ci kolacka makového, ved’ Ty strycku Mikulds,
mnoho dobrych veci mds. “

Mikula$skeho odpoludnia sa zicastnilo priblizne 100 deti, ktorym Svity Mikulas rozddval
darceky, pripravené clenmi Farskej rady. O vel'mi dobré obCerstvenie sa postaral otec Stefan
Chanas v spolupraci ochotnych ¢lenov Farskej rady a ostatnych Slovenskych spolkov pod
vedenim Marie Bozekovej. Program odpoludnia spestril zndmy slovensky spevdk Rado Lesay.

Na zaver je potrebné sa pod’akovat’ otcovi Stefanovi Chanasovi, Lackovi Koréekovi, Radovi
Lesaymu, Marienke Bozekovej a vSetkym ostatnym, ktori sa akymkol'vek spésobom pricinili
o zdarny priebeh tohto prekrasneho odpoludnia.

Postavu Sv. Mikulasa
predstavil syn Lacka Korceka.

Sestra H. Daitova prednasa
rozlu¢kovu base.

Stedra vecera — Vigilia

Dalsie tradiéné podujatie v Slovenskom
kostole sv. Jana Nepomuckého bola Stedra
vecera — Vigilia, ktord sa uskutocnila 15. de-
cembra 2013 o 1.00 hodine odpoludnia. Ako
aj po iné roky vecera sa zac¢ala modlidbou otca
Stefana Chanasa a pozehnanim jedal. ,,Dnes
sme oslavili Vianoce v kruhu nasej Farskej
rodiny a prosili sme nasho Pana Jezisa Krista,
aby v tuto chvil'u zavital aj on k ndm — k naSmu
spolo¢nému $tedrovecernému stolu.*

Za tym sestra Henrieta H. Daitova v tento
sviatocny den, ked’ krestansky svet oslavuje
pamiatku Narodenia JeziSa Krista, privitala pri-
tomnych, ktori zasadli k stolu, aby podl'a starej
slovenskej obycaje konzumovali slavnostné
jedla. Zaroven ako to bolo v naSich domacnos-
tiach zvykom si zaspievat’ slovenské koledy,
tak 1 pritomni spievali za doprovodu Rada Le-
saya a zaspominali si na svojich blizkych a vzdia-
lenych pribuznych a priatelov. Tato hudobnu
vlozku programu pritomni ukoncili krasnou
viano¢nou piesiiou ,, Ticha noc, svita noc ...

Na  ziver podujatia ~ sestra  Daitovd \jan08n4 atmosféra na premietacom platne.
pod’akovala vsetkym tymto verSom:

,,Na krasne pokoja sviatky, prijmite este pozdrav moj kratky: PreZite chvile Vianocné v ra-
dosti, pokoji a laske spolocne. Tiez sa zvitajte s Novym rokom v dobrej voli, pohode, starosti
nech idu bokom, odplavia sa po vode. S tiprimnostou svoje case zdvihajte tiez vo zvySok nech je
pevné zdravie Vase, nech je Stastny Novy rok. " Dufame, Ze vSetci sa takto o rok znovu stretneme
v zdravi pri nasom Stedrovecernom stole. ,,Pochvaleny bud’ Jezi$ Kristus*

Henrieta H. Daitova
kultirna referentka Farskej rady

V strede otec Stefan Chanas pocas
otvaracej modlitby. Zl'ava Henrieta Daitova
a sprava v pozadi spevak Rado Lesay.
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Nadherné slova
Sv.otca Frantiska o svitosti
pre tento svet a tito dobu

Urcite tieto slova mnohym z Vas nebudt konvenovat, hoci ich povedal
terajsi Sv. otec FrantiSek a odporuca ich celému katolickemu spolocenstvu
na svete. Mozno mnohym sa tieto slova pacit’ vel'mi nebudu a budi mat’
isté vyhrady, hoci je v nich pretavena pravda radostnej zvesti Evanjelia.
K tomu nas vyzyva i posledny papezsky dokument, ktory tiez hovori o
Evanjeliu radosti, nakol’ko iba také Evanjelium dokaze oslovit’ tento svet.
Skusme sa nad tymi slovami zamysliet’ a patricnym spdsobom ich uviest
i do svojho zivota. N.s.! Ignac

Nadherné slova Sv.otca FrantiSka o svitosti...

* Potrebujeme svitcov bez sutan a zavojov. Potrebujeme dzinsovych a teniskovych svitcov.

* Potrebujeme svitcov, ktori idi do kina, poctivaju hudbu a prechadzaju sa so svojimi priatel'mi
a kamaratmi.

* Potrebujeme svitcov, ktori Boha davajti na prvé miesto, ale vynikaji aj na vysokej skole.

* Potrebujeme svitcov, ktori si najdu cas na kazdodennii modlitbu a st schopni ¢istej lasky,
alebo posvicuju Cistotu.

* Potrebujeme svitcov modernych, svitcov 21. storoCia, ktori vytvaraji svoju duchovnost
pre tuto dobu.

* Potrebujeme svitcov takych, ktori st zaviazani a odhodlani pre potreby chudobnych a nutné
socialne zmeny.

* Potrebujeme svitcov vo svete zijucich, vo svete sa posvicujucich svétcov, ktori sa neboja
zit vo svete.

* Potrebujeme svitcov, ktori pijii Colu, jedia hot-dogy, pouzivaju internet a iPad.

¢ Potrebujeme svitcov takych, ktori miluju Eucharistiu a nehanbia sa cez vikend pit’ pivo,
alebo jest’ pizzu so svojimi priatel'mi.

* Potrebujeme svatcov takych, ktori majua radi kino, divadlo, muziku, tanec a $port.

* Potrebujeme svitcov spolocenskych, ktori s otvoreni, normalni, priatel'ski, veseli a st do-
brymi priatel'mi.

* Potrebujeme svatcov takych, ktori Ziji v tomto svete a vedia si vychutnat’ dobré a Cisté veci
tohoto sveta, ale predsa sa nestanu svetskymi...

10 krokov od Sv.otca FrantiSka ako sa stat’ svitym:
Spoznaj Boziu lasku a nasleduj Boha celym srdcom
. Venuj svoj zivot sluzbe inym

3. Utrpenie a protivenstva znasaj bez nenavisti

4. Maj radost’ v srdci a odovzdavaj ju aj ostatnym

5. Modli sa

6. Zi podl'a blahoslavenstiev (Mt 5,3-12)

7

8

9

1

D=

. Maj jednoduché a pokorné srdce

. Bud’ milosrdny, nie nésilnicky

. Trp s trpiacimi, raduj sa s radujicimi
0. Bud’ tvorcom zmierenia a pokoja

Viano¢né party slovenskych
deti v Shelton, CT

Tradiéne uz ako kazdy rok

v sobotu 21. decembra sa
stretli slovenskeé deti na
Vianoénom party v Shelton,
Connecticut, kde s radostou
privitali Svatého Mikulasa

a zaspievali mu slovenské

a anglickeé vianocné
pesnicky. Viano¢né party
uz po 6smykrat organizuje
mamicka a babicka Agata
Slivkova, ktora je aktivna na
priprave viacerych podujati
pre slovenské deti. Medzi ich vianoénymi projektami nechybali domace,
pecené perniky, voiiacky z mandariniek a vofiavého korenia ako aj tradi¢né
ikebany z magnoliovych a borovicovych konarikov, ktoré zdobili viano€énymi
ozdobami.

r-—-— - - - - - - - - — — — — /1
P
O, Jezisu, bud k i
| , Jezisu, bud k pomoci |
| 0, Jezidu, bud’ k pomoci, daj, nech sa viac neprevinim |
kazdému z nas v tento rok, proti tebe, 6, Pane!
| zostan s nami vo dne v noci, |
pozehnaj nas kazdy krok! Bedli na mna neustale,
ked’ ma stiha hriech a zlost’,
| S novym rokom nech zasvitne nech je vo mne k tvojej chvale |
nova zora $tastia nam, pevna viera, krasna ¢nost’.
| lebo blaho len tam kvitne, |
kde ho racis zehnat’ sam. Daj, aby sme zas prezili
St'astne tento novy rok
| Vsetko, ¢o si myslym, ¢inim, a len k tebe vzdy riadili |
v tebe nech sa zapocne; za zivota kazdy krok.
L — — - e e e e e —_ —_ — = = —
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Krdtke sprdvy zo Slovenska

* Kriza priniesla vyznamné spomalenie vydavkov na zdravotnictvo, ktoré dovtedy
rastli prudkym tempom. To sa tyka aj Slovenska. Ukazuje sa vsak, ze vysoké vydavky
na obyvatela, nie si zarukou dobrého zdravotného stavu populacie. Vydavky na zdravot-
nictvo z vreciek l'udi rastli na Slovensku najrychlejsie. Vyplyva to z najnovsej publika-
cie OECD Health at a Glance 2013, v ktorej sa porovnava stav a trendy v zdravotnictve
¢lenskych statov OECD, ako aj niektorych nec¢lenov. Podla hlavného stratéga Sberbank
Slovensko Martina Barta aj slovensky priklad ukazuje, ze nalievanie penazi do systému
nemusi viest’ k zlepSeniu kvality zdravotnictva. Slovensko dalo na zdravotnictvo v roku
2011 1,915 USD na obyvatel'a, ¢o bolo 7.9 % HDP, pod priemerom OECD 9.3 %. Spo-
jené Staty minaju na zdravotnictvo najviac 8,508 USD na hlavu, pri¢om priemer OECD
je 3,322 USD.

e Novu budovu vyskumno-vyvojového centra otvorili koncom roka vo zvolenskom
zavode nemeckej spoloc¢nosti Continental. V novej budove, postavenej za Sest’ mesiacov,
sauplatni 61 pracovnikov, ktorych spolocnost’ prijala len nedavno. Celkové tak toto praco-
visko zamestnava uz 135 inzinierov. Zavod Continental Automotive Systems Slovakia vo
Zvolene dava pracu dnes uz viac ako 1,000 'udom a patri k najvacsim zamestnavatel'om v
Banskobystrickom kraji. Kym pri svojich zaciatkoch, v roku 2007 vyrobil 1.5 miliéna brz-
dovych strmenov, vlani to bolo uz viac ako 9 miliénov. Vyrobky su dodavané vyrobcom
automobilov do celého sveta.

* Na Slovensku sa v tomto roku vyrobi priblizne 930,000 automobilov, ¢o predstavuje
oproti roku 2012 narast takmer o 3,500 vozidiel. Vyplyva to zo §tadie, ktort pre Zviz au-
tomobilového priemyslu (ZAP) SR vyrobila Ekonomicka univerzita v Bratislave (EUBA).
V automobilovom priemysle je na Slovensku zamestnanych viac ako 60,000 l'udi, pricom
dalSich 140,000 pracovnych pozicii vytvorili doddvatel'ské spolocnosti nepriamo. Na
odvetvie je tak celkovo naviazanych vyse 200,000 pracovnych miest, ¢o predstavuje 9 %
z celkovej zamestnanosti v SR.

e Dansko a Novy Zéland sa umiestnili na prvej priecke v tohtoro¢nom rebricku vni-
mania korupcie, ktory nedavno v Berline zverejnila mimovladna organizacia Tanspar-
ency International. Najhorsie skoncili spolo¢ne Somalsko, Severna Korea a Afganistan.
Z internetovej stranky Transparency International, ktora hodnotila 177 krajin, vyplyva, Ze
Slovensko si polepsilo o jednu priecku. Spolu s Omanom skonéilo na 61. mieste. HorSie
ako Slovensko z krajin Eurdpskej tnie sa umiestnili len Taliansko, Rumunsko, Bulhar-
sko a Grécko. Svet podl'a Tansparency International nutne potrebuje zakroc€it’ proti praniu
$pinavych penazi a musi sa snazit’ aj o navratenie ukradnutého majetku.

* Ro¢ne na Slovensku potrebuje na zachranu svojho zivota transplantaciu pecene priblizne
100 pacientov. V minulosti museli pacienti za lieCbou bud’ vycestovat’ do zahranicia, alebo
zomierali na terminalne zlyhanie pe¢ene. Momentalne je Banska Bystrica jedinou nemoc-
nicou na Slovensku, kde sa tento druh transplantacii vykonava. Transplantacny program
je vysledkom slovensko—Ceskej spoluprace Fakultnej nemocnice s poliklinikou F. D. Roos-
evelta Banska Bystrica a prazského Instititu klinickej a experimentalnej mediciny (IKEM),
ktorda ma vysSe 20-ro¢nt tradiciu. Zacala sa v obdobi zalozenia Transplantacného centra
v Banskej Bystrici. Vrchol spoluprace predstavuje prave program transplantacii pecene,
ktory bol na zaklade zmluvy o vzajomnej spolupraci spusteny v nemocnici v roku 2008.

* Vystavny projekt s nazvom Putovanie s oveckou sa konal pocas viano¢nych sviat-
kov v bratislavskej Bibiane, medzinarodnom dome umenia pre deti. Vystava, na ktorej
mohli deti putovat’ za tajomstvom Vianoc, za poznanim, za hviezdou, za laskou a nadejou,
vznikla voI'ne na motivy knihy Josteina Gaardera Viano¢né mystérium, ktoru ilustroval
Vladimir Kral. Vystava pontikala detom moznost’ putovat’ spolu s dievcatkom Alzbetkou
Casom a priestorom po stopach ovecky. Vdaka Alzbetke a ovecke sa vratia v Case o viac
ako 2000 rokov spét’, dostant sa do zazracného sveta plného anjelov, mudrcov, pastierov a
inych bytosti, ktoré postupne priblizia putnikom Caro viano¢nych sviatkov. Ich vrcholom
je pribeh o narodeni Jeziska v Betleheme.

* Zapisanie Terchovskej muziky do zoznamu UNESCO je vyvrcholenim vyse 120-ro¢nej
snahy celych generacii terchovskych muzikantov. Je dokazom, ze ta cesta a robota poc-
tivych terchovskych hudcov mala hlboky zmysel a vyznam. Je to ocenenie nielen pre Ter-
chovt a Slovensko, a le aj pre 'udovu tradiciu. Pretoze prave na priklade muziky mozno
presne demonstrovat’, Ze neexistuji hranice. Existuje iba dobra vola ponukat’ 'ud’om svoj
kumst, majstrovstvo a takto postvat prirodzenu komunikaciu medzi 'ud’'mi, krajinami,
narodmi a $tatmi. Toto ocenenie najkrajsi mozny atribat, aky mohla Terchova pontknut
Slovensku aj svetu.

* Na zapis do zoznamov UNESCO st na Slovensku pripravené aj gemerské a abovské
kostoly so stredovekymi nastennymi malbami. Patri medzi ne aj ranogoticky kostol
Zvestovania Panny Marie z druhej polovice 13. storocia v obci Chyzné v okrese Revica,
ktory je v stiasnosti vyhl'addavanou turistickou atrakciou. Momentalne je pred kostolom
tabul’a s telefonnym ¢islom, kde sa zaujemcovia o prehliadku mézu objednat’. Kostol v
Chyznom je vyzdobeny vzacnymi freskami z konca 14. storocia. V interiéri sa nachadza
aj neskorogoticky oltar z dielne Majstra Pavla z Levoce. Pri kostole stoji drevena zvonica
z 18. storocia.

* V regione Starej Cubovne chcu pre turistov vytvorit’ originalnu trasu po mineralnych
prameiioch. Ma ist’ o novy produkt v oblasti turistiky, aky doposial’ na Slovensku neexis-
tuje. Pamiatky — ale aj prirodu ako taku, s jej mineralnymi pramenmi — povazujui v regione
za hlavné lakadlo pre turistov. MySlienku zacina rozvijat’ miestna organizécia cestovného
ruchu Severny Spi§ — Pieniny v spolupraci so Svajéiarmi.

* Posledné slovenské aerolinky Danube Wings ukon¢ili svoju ¢innost’. Po tom, ako mi-
nuly mesiac zrusili pravidelnu linku z Bratislavy do Kosic, prepustili aj vSetkych svojich
zamestnancov. Regionalne linky su vel'mi rizikovy projekt a mozu byt nachylné na eko-
nomickeé cykly,” konstatoval analytik Cyrrusu Tomas Mencik. Danube Wings doplatili na
to, ze cheeli “rozlietat™ Slovensko, ktoré neakceptovalo ich ceny. 5

* Nova 15-miestna kabinkova lanovka v polovici decembra zo stanice Start v Tatranskej
Lomnici vyviezla prvych l'udi na Skalnaté pleso. Lanovka je najva¢Sou novinkou tejto
zimnej sezény vo Vysokych Tatrach, naklady na jej vystavbu sa vySplhali na priblizne
desat’ miliénov eur. Vystriedala start povodnu Stvormiestnu kabinku, ktora bola v stredis-
ku od roku 1995. Jej Cast’ vSak bude vozit’ turistov nad’alej, a to z Tatranskej Lomnice na
medzistanicu Start.

* Prezident SR Ivan Gasparovi¢ so zdrmutkom prijal spravu o umrti dvoch slovenskych
vojakov v Afganistane, ktori zahynuli pri utoku na vojensky konvoj v Kabule. Tragicka
udalost’ sa stala mimo vojenskej zakladne spojeneckych sil pri Kéabule, pri beznom kon-
voji vojenskych vozidiel. Pozostatky dvoch slovenskych vojakov, ktori zahynuli v piatok
27. decembra 2013, priviezli na Slovensko. Premiér Robert Fico a minister obrany Mar-
tin Glvac boli pre teld vojakov vladnym Specidlom na americkej zakladni v nemeckom
Ramsteine. Este pred odletom sa tam uskutoénil pietny obrad.
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Svity Otec osobnostou roka

Americky magazin Time zvolil za Osobnost’ roka 2013 papeza Frantiska. Toto ocenenie je od roku
1927 udel'ované osobnosti, paru ¢i skupine, ktord vyraznym spdsobom ovplyvnila udalosti dan¢ho
roka.

Hovorca Svitej stolice Federico Lombardi v reakcii na spravu o udeleni tohto titulu uviedol, ze
vzhl'adom na rozsiahlu pozornost’ venovanu pontifikatu papeza Frantiska nejde o prekvapivu infor-
maciu. ,,Je pozitivnym znamenim, Ze jedno z najprestiznejsich oceneni v oblasti medzinarodnej tlace
je venované tomu, kto vo svete hlasa duchovné, ndbozenské a moralne hodnoty a i¢innym sposobom
sa zasadzuje v prospech pokoja a vacsej spravodlivosti.”

Lombardi d’alej pripomenul, Ze papez sa nesnazi o slavu a uspech, pretoze ohlasovat’ Boziu lasku
vsetkym povazuje za povinnost’. ,,Papez je spokojny, ak to pritahuje I'udi a dava im to nadej. Ak
tato volba za osobnost’ roka znamena, ze mnohi aspon implicitne porozumeli tomuto posolstvu,
prirodzene sa tomu tesi,” dodal hovorca Svitej stolice.

Svity Otec Frantisek nie je prvy papez, ktorého magazin Time zvolil za osobnost roka. V roku
1962 takto ocenil papeza Jana XXIII. a v roku 1994 Jana Pavla II.
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FOTO TASR - Oliver Ondras
Na snimke sochari vyrezavaju klenbu do ladového oltara pocas stavby
Tatranského l'adového dému na Hrebienku vo Vysokych Tatrach 13. decembra
2013.

Sculptors work to complete the altar in the ice Church in Hrebienok in the
High Tatras. Over 1,500 people have visited the unique structure.

Padovy dém na Hrebienku
ldkal denne stovky turistov

Pocasie na celom Slovensku sa nepodobalo na tradi¢ny a mrazivy koniec roka, ale
asponn v Tl'adovej bazilike Tatranskom 'adovom dome na Hrebienku vo Vysokych
Tatrach, zazivali turisti ozajstnti zimu.
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V SR zalozili Ekumenickd radu

Svetového zdruzenia Slovakov v zahranici

Svetové zdruzenie Slovakov v zahrani¢i (SZSZ) v ramci Roka sv. Konstantina-Cyrila a Metoda
2013 zalozilo 11. decembra 2013 v Bratislave Ekumenickii duchovnu radu SZSZ ako svoj poradny
organ. Bude pomahat’ pri rieseni duchovnych a nabozenskych otazok Slovakov zijicich v zahranici,
ich centralnej registracii, vo vedeckom vyskume, dokumentacii, v oblasti prezentacie pre Slovakov
doma i v zahranici.

Funkciu ustanovujuceho predsedu rady prijal Samuel Vrbovsky, biskup Slovenskej evanjelickej
cirkvi augsburského vyznania Slovakov v Srbsku. SZSZ pozyva vSetkych predstavitel'ov krest'anskych
stredisk v slovenskom svete na spoluprdcu s tymto orgdnom Svetového zdruzenia Slovékov v
zahrani¢i. Napliia tak kooperaciu medzi Slovékmi na celom svete na ekumenickom, duchovnom
a narodnom principe, informoval predseda Svetového zdruzenia Slovakov v zahrani¢i Vladimir
Skalsky.

SRR/
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Klicovym problémom sa
stava polarizicia spolo¢nosti

PokraCovanie zo str. 28

slovenskej spolo¢nosti. O rodine, ktord prinasa do nasho zivota pokoj, stastné rodiovstvo, doveru,
porozumenie i schopnost’ tesit’ sa z malickosti zivota. To najvzacnejSie, co nam Zivot dava, je sa-
motny Zivot. VaZme si ho,” vyzval GaSparovic.

Na margo politiky poznamenal, Ze ta sa nesmie riadit’ medialne pokrivenym marketingom, ale
musi vychadzat’ z pdvodnej myslienky spravy veci verejnych za Sirokej Gicasti obcanov. “Velmi sme
si zelali demokraciu, ked” sme ju nemali. Dnes, ked’ ju mame, ju nevieme zodpovedne vyuzivat,”
prizvukoval aj v savislosti s tromi vol'bami, ktoré sa tento rok uskutocnia na Slovensku. Ako dodal,
je potrebné naplno vyuzit' zékladné pravo volit. “Nedopustme, aby za nas rozhodovala tzv. mi¢iaca
vécSina,” adresoval obanom.

Za dobré povazuje to, ze v State pretrvava kriticky duch, pricom je podl'a neho spravne, ked’
obcania kriticky hodnotia rozhodnutia politikov na urovni unie, alebo na domacej scéne. “Ale
niekedy sa mi vidi, Ze privel'mi podlichame akémusi sebabicovaniu. Nevidime, a nechceme vidiet’
dnesny okolity svet, v ktorom nemame najhorsie postavenie,” podéiarkol.

Zaroven podakoval za podporu pocas celého jeho 10-ro¢ného prezidentského mandatu. Jeho
druhé, a zaroven posledné funkéné obdobie, kon¢i tento rok. “Citil som vasu doveru v Castom osob-
nom kontakte s vami. Vel'mi mi pomahala pri vykone tohto nelahkého tradu. Pomahali ste mi aj v
situaciach, ked’ sa niektori pokusali posliapat’ I'udsktl dostojnost’ prezidenta, kedy ignorovali alebo
umyselne nepravdivo informovali o préci prezidenta,” konstatoval. Rovnako vyzval na objektivne
posudenie toho, ako sa v priebehu tychto desiatich rokov darilo naplnat’ strategické ciele Slovenske;j
republiky.

TASR



ZA BOHA A NAROD

Katolicky fraternalisticky dvojtyzdennik
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Cislo 5895

Privitanie
Nového
roku 2014

Vyse stvrthodinu trvajuci
ohiostroj nad Bratislavou
privital prvé minuty roka
2014 v hlavnom meste
Slovenska. Z namesti

a ulic bratislavského
Starého Mesta, Razusovho
nabrezia, Mostu SNP ale

aj z petrzalského brehu
Dunaja ho sledovalo asi
35,000 fudi. Ani tentoraz
nechybalo mnozstvo
zahraniénych navstevnikov.
Kosicania sa vtom

¢ase rozlugili so starym
rokom a titulom EHMK
pocas silvestrovskych
oslav pyromuzikalnym
ohiostrojom a hudobno-
tane¢nymi vystapeniami na
Hlavnej ulici.

FOTO TASR - Pavel Neubauer
People across Slovakia welcomed the year 2014. In Bratislava about 35,000
people came out into streets to watch the fireworks, while the celebrations in
Kosice, which said goodbye to its European Capital of Culture title, were attended
by thousands of people.

Klucovym problémom sa
stava polarizacia spolo¢nosti

KTla¢ovym problémom
spolo¢nosti sa stava jej
polarizacia. Vo svojom
novoro¢nom prihovore to
uviedol prezident SR Ivan
Gasparovié¢. “Rozdel'uje nas
na chudobnych a bohatych,
vytvara skupinu 'udi bez
pracovnych prijmov, ale aj
bez pristupu ku vzdelaniu,
zamestnaniu, k informaciam

a realnym moznostiam
zivota,” poznamenal.

V tejto stvislosti
poukazal na nevyhnutnost’
spolupatri¢nosti, vza-
jomného pocuvania sa
a reSpektovania. To sa
podrla neho tyka vsetkych
¢initel'ov verejnej politiky,
podnikatel'skych kruhov,
cirkvi, rodin, ale aj jednotliv-
cov. “Nesmieme zabudat,, ze ak st socidlne rozdiely dosledkom nerovnakych prilezitosti,
nespravodlivého ocenovania za pracu ¢i nedostatku pracovnych prilezitosti, znizuje to
Sancu na systémov¢ udrziavanie spolocnosti ako vzdelaného, mravne sceleného rozvoja
schopného celku,” upozornila hlava Statu.

Nachadzanie ponaucenia a inspiracie vidi v navrate k osvedéenym hodnotam, ktoré
Slovakom vzdy pomohli prezit’, a tymi st tradi¢na rodina, pdda, viera, vzdelanost’ a
zmysluplna praca. “Nie prvykrat hovorim o vyzname tradi¢nej rodiny pre zdravy vyvoj
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Novoroény prejav prezidenta SR Ivana Gasparoviéa v
Prezidentskom paléci v Bratislave v stredu 1. januara 2014.

President Ivan Gasparovic delivered his New Year’s
Speech from the Presidential Palace in Bratislava on
January 1, 2014.

Novodobé prenasledovanie krestanov
Kardinal Jozef Tomko:

V mesiaci oktobri sa udiali dve udalosti, ktoré si aj my Slovaci musime povsimnut. Od 3. do
5. oktobra sa zi§la v Bratislave Rada eurdpskych biskupskych konferencii. Jej Gicastnici dostali
ako dar nedavno razent eurdpsku mincu, ktortl razi Slovenska republika ako ¢len Europskej
unie s pravom navrhnit’ jednu stranu kovového platidla. Hodnota tohto platidla je bezvyznamna:
iba dve eurd, ale symbolicky vyznam je velky, lebo obraz na tejto ,,ndrodnej* strane mince ide
do celého sveta. Taliansko si navrhlo obraz medzinarodne znameho basnika Danteho. Sloven-
sko predlozilo umelecky vypracovany obraz bratov Cyrila a Metoda, ktori spolocne drzia v
rukach uprostred kriz. Bruselski Giradnici povazovali tento navrh za , konfesionalny* a v mene
laicizmu odmietali ho prijat. Vo vedeni Eurdpskej unie prevladaji aj dnes l'udia, ktori nedovo-
lili, aby sa do eurdpskej tistavy dostala ¢o len zmienka o krestanskych korefioch nasho sveta-
diela. Dlho im trvalo, kym prijali slovensky navrh ako symbolicky vyraz nasej narodnej historie.
Dnes nemdzeme zabudnut, ze aj ,,Organizacia pre bezpecnost’ a spolupracu v Eurdpe*, v skratke
OSCE, vydala roku 2011 v Belehrade rezolticiu, v ktorej odsudzuje netoleranciu a diskriminaciu
proti krestanom v Europe. Bratislava tak vyhrala nad Bruselom a umelecky vypracovana minca
vzbudzuje obdiv v Eurdpe aj inde.

Taliansky katolicky dennik Avvenire priniesol spravu o tomto slovenskom pripade dna 25. ok-
tobra 2013 pod titulom: ,,Dve (prekrasne) eura a obrana nabozenskej slobody v Europe*. Pri tom
poukazal, ze v roku 2012 vo Francuzsku bolo 84% vsetkych vandalskych utokov namierenych
na katolicke kostoly. A kardinal Tauran upozornil 16. oktobra 2013 pri otvarani Konferencie na
tému ,,Nabozenstva, sloboda, moc* na Katolickej univerzite v Milane, ze v Eurdpe sa azda mene;j
vyskytuje krvavé a nasilné prenasledovanie, ale jestvuje menej viditel'né, zakerné prenasledo-
vanie. Pritom Eurdpa by nemala zabudnut’ na nedavne roky prenasledovania v komunistickych
rezimoch, lebo niektoré ich obete eSte ziju s bolestnymi nasledkami na svete, alebo aspon v
cerstvej paméti.

V mesiaci septembri a oktobri 2013 sa odohrali v Srbsku dolezité slavnosti z prilezitosti
1700-ro¢ného jubilea od vydania milanskeho ediktu v roku 313 cisarom Konstantinom Velkym.
Konstantin sa narodil v srbskom meste Nis. Katolicka Cirkev oslavila toto jubileum koncom
septembra, pravoslavna Cirkev v oktobri. Svéty Otec, papez Frantisek poslal na obidve slavnosti
svojich zvlastnych vyslancov. Viedol som katolicku delegaciu na pravoslavne oslavy, ktorym
predsedal ekumenicky patriarcha z Konstantinopolu Bartolomej, za t¢asti inych pravoslavnych
patriarchov a metropolitov (z Jeruzalema, z Antiochie, z Alexandrie, z Moskvy, z Cypru, atd’),
ako aj niekol’ko desat'tisicov veriacich. Vsetci sme pripomenuli stary dokument, edikt, ktory v
Milane vydal Konstantin Velky, ktorého pravoslavni uctievaju ako svitého. Rimsky cisar v fiom
dovolil nabozenskl slobodu pre vsetkych a ukoncil prenasledovanie krestanov. Ako to vyzd-
vihol patriarcha Bartolomej, bol to ozajstny ,,zvrat v historii ludstva“ a vyzva k nabozenskej
tolerancii a znaSanlivosti. Krasna liturgicka slavnost v Nisi, ako aj iné prejavy, sa stali verejnym
protestom proti prenasledovaniu a vyhananiu krestanov z blizkeho vychodu, ¢ize z Malej (Pred-
nej) Azie. V niektorych krajinach hrozi, ze krestania odtial’ zmizn1. To bol d’alsi vykrik o pomoc
prenasledovanym.

Teraz vsak vydal v Spojenych Statoch americkych uznavany novinar a dopisovatel’ z Va-
tikanu, John Allen knihu Global war on Christians (ed. Random), ¢ize: ,,Globalna vojna pro-
ti krestanom®. V nej tvrdi, ze krestania su v sticasnosti bez pochyby najviac prenasledované
nabozenské zoskupenie: ,,svet je svedkom zrodu novej generdcie krestanskych mucenikov*.
Demograficky vedec Todd Johnson, ktorého cituje Allen, prehlasil, ze od roku 2000 po dnes
zomrelo kazdy rok priemerne sto tisic krestanov. Podl'a odhadu amerického ,,Centra pre vyskum
krestanstva“ pri Teologickom seminari Gordon-Conwell v Massachusetts, kazd hodinu st na
svete zabiti pre svoju vieru jedenasti krest'ania.

Allen uvadza len niekol’ko prikladov dnesného prenasledovania krestanov. V severnej Koreli,
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Pred oltdrom Slovenského kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého v NYC deti zo Slovenskej
Skoly v Astorii, NY spievaju slovenské koledy v ramci Mikulasskeho odpoludnia dia
8. decembra 2013.

(Viac na strane 26)




