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Ambassador Rastislav Kacer 
Visits Youngstown, Ohio

Rastislav Kacer, Ambassador of the Slovak Republic in Washington, D.C., spent two days 
on December 9-10, 2006, visiting the Youngstown, Ohio region. Ambassador Kacer was 
invited to Youngstown by Steve Bacon, well-known Slovak activist and President Emeritus of 
the Youngstown Sister Cities (YSC). Recently, Mr. Bacon invited the Ambassador as his guest 
on a moose-hunting trip to Quebec, Canada. During the 10-day trip, Mr. Bacon explained to 
the Ambassador that Youngstown was a community with many Slovak organizations whose 
members willingly support Slovakia and work tirelessly to promote their Slovak heritage.

The Youngstown Sister Cities organization Board of Directors and their spouses honored 
Ambassador Kacer at a dinner at a local restaurant. The dinner was hosted by Mr. and Mrs. 
Vince Bacon, Mr. and Mrs. James Bacon, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Bacon, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Bindas Rulli, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Petruska, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Komara, Joseph Sedzmak, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Yasechko. At the dinner reception, Mr. Bacon was presented with a 
high stem cut crystal dish by Ambassador Kacer. Bob Petruska, Treasurer of the Youngstown 
Sister Cities, gave a talk on the achievements of the Slovaks in the area since 1878. After 
the dinner, Ambassador Kacer was the guest on WKTL Slovak Radio Hour hosted by Mary 
Babnic, where he answered questions called in by area residents.

On Sunday morning, December 10, area businessmen hosted a breakfast for Ambassador 
Kacer. Later in the day, the Ambassador was guest of honor and speaker at the annual Vilija 
dinner of the Slovak American Cultural Association.

The Youngstown Sister Cities has sponsored several Slovak song and dance groups, 
including SLUK, the Evacka Father and Son 
Concert, Raslavice Folk Group, and last year 
an ensemble of 42 Cecinka singers and 
dancers. The organization continues to send 
used medical equipment and computers to 
Slovakia and has sponsored 24 students in 
a high school exchange program in conjunc-
tion with area Rotary clubs.

Ambassador Rastislav Kacer (right) with Steve Bacon and Ghislaine Bacon .

More photos on page 3

SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish 
of Windber Marks Centennial
SS. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Catholic Parish in Windber, Pennsylvania, celebrated its 

centennial on Sunday, November 5, 2006. The 100th anniversary Mass was celebrated by 
the Most Rev. Joseph V. Adamec, Bishop of Altoona-Johnstown. Concelebrating with him 
were the Rev. Matthew E. Misurda, Pastor of SS. Cyril and Methodius Church, and the Rev. 
George Gulash, a son of the parish and currently serving as pastor of St. Joan of Arc Church 
in Fallentimber, Pennsylvania. Also present were Deacon Thomas Beavers and a delegation 
of Dominican Sisters from Oxford, Michigan, Sister Mary Ann Fedor, O.P., Sister M. Louise 
Pepon, O.P., Sister M. Miriam Hazy, O.P., and Sister John Marie Charniga, O.P., all from SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Parish.

A buffet dinner was held in the parish hall following the liturgy. After the dinner, all 
enjoyed a period of fellowship sharing memories and meeting with present and former 
parishioners.

SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish can trace its origin back to 1905. In June of that year a 
group of Slovaks from Windber approached Bishop Eugene Garvey of Altoona with a petition 
for permission to form a new parish in Windber to serve the spiritual needs of the Slovak 
community. Permission was granted and soon a committee was formed which included Jozef 
J. Surkosky, Michael Chervenak, Andrew Sendeck, Andrew Kocis, George Molcany, Michael 
Gloncak, Andrew Kolar, John Mihalcik, John Dorotzak, George Hadzima and John Stasko. 
The parish was formally established in 1906 and plans were made to construct a church. 
Because of a coal strike, the building was delayed and only a basement was constructed. 
It was not until 1910 that the upper church was completed. The church was dedicated by 
Bishop Garvey on November 21, 1910.

The first pastor was Rev. Leo Stefl. One of the early pastors, Rev. Francis Jevnik, pur-
chased property for the East End Cemetery in 1913. A West End Cemetery was established 
in the 1960s. It is interesting to note that at this time Michael Adamec, father of our Bishop 
Joseph Adamec, resided in the area and was a member of SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish. 
He eventually settled in Michigan.

In 1916 the Rev. John A. Lach was appointed pastor. Under his pastorate, a new rectory 
and school were built. The school was staffed by the Dominican Sisters belonging to the 
Congregation of St. Rose of Lima. This was a new division of the Dominican Sisters that has 
its origin in the Altoona Diocese. In 1923 Bishop John J. McCort of Altoona received the first 
three novices into the Order. The following year the Sisters moved to Oxford, Michigan.

Father Lach remained at SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish for a total of 48 years until 
1958. On March 12, 1955, Father Lach was named a Domestic Prelate with the title of Rt. 
Rev. Monsignor. He remained in the Windber area after his retirement. He died December 
10, 1971 and is buried in the church cemetery. His successor was Rev. Joseph A. Banik, 

who remained until 1961. During his 
tenure the original church steeple 
was replaced by one made from alu-
minum resembling an upside down 
ice cream cone. Finally, in 1983, 
Father Richard Hovanec replaced 
the aluminum steeple with the cur-
rent steeple, greatly improving the 
appearance of the church.

The parish experienced big 
changes in the 1990s. In 1995 the 
results of the Diocesan Reconfigura-
tion Study were announced. SS. Cyril 
and Methodius Church and Holy Child 
Jesus Church, also in Windber, would 
be clustered upon the retirement of 
Rev. Charles Leonardis, sharing one 
pastor and utilizing two buildings 
for worship with the possibility of 
merger into one parish. On June 8, 
2001, Rev. Charles Leonardis retired 
as pastor of Holy Child Jesus Parish. 
As directed by the 1995 plan, SS. 
Cyril and Methodius was clustered 
with Holy Child Jesus with the Rev. 

continued on page 11
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Anchor and Beacon
A new calendar has gone up on the wall announcing the beginning 

of a new year. We do not know what this year holds for us. There are 
predictions and projections focusing upon the weather, international 
and national events, the economy, and, of course the end times. All of 
these are guesses although some of them have substance.

As we take our first steps into this new year, we look for someone 
or something in which to place our faith, our trust, and our belief. We 
want security, we want happiness, good health and prosperity. Where 
can we find these?

The only place to find what we seek is the person of Jesus Christ. 
The reason for this is that he is above all of nature and the only one who can harness, direct 
and control the events of nature and of its inhabitants. We must look to Jesus Christ and 
accept him as being what he claims to be.

When Jesus was awakened from sound sleep on a cushion in the stern of the boat, he 

January 28, 2007
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C)                                         Luke 4:21-30

Gospel Summary
 Biblical passages used in the liturgy often suffer from being removed from their 

contexts. This is particularly noticeable in today’s gospel selection, which has Jesus referring 
to a biblical passage from Isaiah, which he has just read and which describes the wonderful 
victory that God’s Messiah will bring to his people. Accordingly, when he declares that this 

prophecy has now been fulfilled, he is in effect announcing his own 
claim to be God’s chosen one for the liberation of his people.

Jesus senses some resistance to this dramatic announcement and 
counters it by reminding them that it is always difficult for local folks 
to believe that one of their own might be much more than they had 
given him permission to be. In a sense, this is a recognition of the truth 
in that adage: “Familiarity breeds contempt.”

This narrowness of vision takes on much more serious implications 
when it touches on our own relationship with God. As Jesus points out, 
God has never felt obliged to recognize privilege based solely on birth 
(or church membership). Being a member of a chosen people simply 
clarifies one’s obligation to respond to God’s special claims on that 

people; it does not excuse one from obedience to those claims. It is a privilege with heavy 
responsibilities. Thus, in the gospel story, the widows and lepers from outside of Israel prove 
to be more worthy of God’s attention than the members of his own people.

Life Implications
It is important to recognize the symbolic and universal implications of the narrow-

minded attitude of excessively provincial people. The challenge of today’s gospel takes us 
far beyond the merely social implications of that phenomenon. The fact is that we are all 
tempted to reject the challenging thoughts of God in order to cling to our own more familiar 
and controllable vision of life. The words of Isaiah are pertinent here: “For my thoughts are 
not you thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts (55:8-9).

This point is sharpened in the words of Jesus to Peter when he reacts against the thought 
of a suffering and dying Messiah: “For you are not on the side of God, but of men” (Mark 
8:33). Jesus is God’s Messiah long before he is our Messiah. And, although we will always 
be tempted to “domesticate” and make reasonable the claims of God, they will forever 
challenge us to be converted from self-satisfied, provincial and merely human ways of 
relating to God’s message.

As a matter of fact, the divine message, embodied in the person and words of Jesus, 
calls us into the “wilderness” of endless concern for others. For we never really know where 
unselfish love will lead us. We may even have to say at times, “My life is really no longer my 
own. I have loaned it to others who are more in need than I am.” When that happens, we 
will understand why Jesus said that God went outside of Israel to take care of the widow 
of Sidon and Naaman, the Syrian.

January 21, 2007
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time      Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Gospel Summary
With this passage Luke introduces his two-volume work--Gospel 

and Acts of the Apostles. Luke’s work continues the narrative of 
God’s liberation of humanity from the mess it had gotten itself into, 
alienated from its creator and alienated within itself. It is a narra-
tive of the creative, divine action of the Spirit beginning with Israel, 
continued through Jesus, and now through the Church.

After linking the birth of Jesus to the fulfillment of God’s promise 
of blessing for all nations given to Abraham and 

to Israel, Luke tells us that Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 
Spirit. He teaches in the synagogues to the acclaim of all. Then Jesus 
goes to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and as was his custom 
goes to the synagogue on the Sabbath. He stands to read the scroll 
from the prophet Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor...” (a combina-
tion of Is 58:6d and 61:1d). Rolling up the scroll, Jesus hands it back 
to the attendant and sits down. The eyes of all in the synagogue look 
intently at him. He says to them: “Today this passage is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”

Life Implications
Writing during the fifth decade of the Church’s life, Luke wants us to understand that the 

same Spirit that was upon Jesus also came upon the Church at Pentecost. Peter said in his 
Pentecost speech: “Exalted at the right hand of God, he received the promise of the holy 
Spirit from the Father and poured it forth, as you see and hear” (Acts 2:33). All that Jesus 
began to do through the power of the Spirit during his earthly life he continues to do now 
as Risen Lord in the Church. It is through the power of the Spirit of Jesus that the Church 
brings glad tidings of liberation and new life to all the peoples of the world.

Today’s gospel passage begins this liturgical year’s cycle of readings taken principally 
from Luke’s gospel. I would suggest a reading of Luke’s gospel and the Acts of the Apostles 
comparing how Jesus acted through the power of the Spirit during his earthly life and how 
he is acting now through the Spirit in our own lives and in the life of the Church. Gerard 
Manley Hopkins provides a word of encouragement with his observation: “To hear of him 
and dwell on the thought of him will do us good.”

There is an immediate life-implication of today’s passage that is easy to overlook. The 
Spirit of the Lord comes upon Jesus and comes upon the Church in order to bring glad tid-
ings. The presence of the Spirit means joy. In the 21st century we’re OK with entertainment 
and pleasure, but are suspicious of joy because it might be a pie-in-the-sky illusion. How 
can we talk about joy, or even allow ourselves to experience joy, when there is so much 
false hope, so much suffering, so much serious work to be done?

Luke and other writers of the New Testament, certainly as aware of suffering as much 
as we are, did talk about glad tidings and joy. When the holy Spirit came upon her at the 
Annunciation, Mary sang “My spirit rejoices in God my savior for he has looked upon his 
handmaid’s lowliness” (Lk 1:47-48). Repeatedly Luke tells us that Jesus was filled with 
the Spirit. He reports this reaction when Jesus recognized that though many people were 
rejecting him, Satan would finally be defeated: “At that very moment he rejoiced in the holy 
Spirit and said, ‘I give you praise, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned you have revealed them to the childlike’’ (Lk 
10:21). At the Last Supper when his own suffering was at hand, Jesus spoke of returning 
to his Father and sending their Spirit: “I have told you this so that my joy might be in you 
and your joy might be complete” (Jn 15:11).

The supreme paradox of Christian faith is the cross of Jesus. The cross symbolizes the 
pain and sorrow that Jesus and we know so well. At the same time, the cross of Jesus is 
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the symbol of joy because it is the ultimate revelation of the love of his sacred heart for us. 
“For the sake of the joy that lay before him he endured the cross despising its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God” (Heb 12:2). The joy that lay before him 
was not only that God would wipe away his every tear, but that through his self-giving love, 
his joy might be in us and our joy might be complete.

At our Eucharist today we pray for the gift of anointing in fullest measure by the Spirit 
so that even in this valley of tears we might share the joy of Jesus’ heart. We pray too that 
as individual Christians and as Church, through the power of the Spirit, we will have the 
courage to bring glad tidings of great joy to the poor, liberty to captives, sight to the blind, 
and freedom to the oppressed.

Msgr. Edward V. Rosack

Reflections on Our Christianity  Msgr. Edward V. Rosack

continued on page 3
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rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Quiet! Be still!” The wind and the rain of the squall 
stopped and his disciples in the boat were overcome with great awe and said, “Who can 
this be that the wind and the sea obey him?” (Mark 4:35-41)

“I have brought my son to you because he is possessed by a mute spirit…If out of the 
kindness of your heart you can do anything to help us, please do! “Jesus said, ‘If you can?’ 
Everything is possible to a man who trusts.” The boy’s father immediately exclaimed, ‘I do 
believe! Help my lack of trust’!” “Mute and deaf spirit, I command you: Get out of him and 
never enter him again!” (Mark 9:14-29)

“The disciples approached Jesus at that point and asked him privately, ‘Why could we 
not expel it?’ ‘Because you have so little trust,’ he told them. I assure you, if you had faith 
the size of a mustard seed, you would be able to say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to 
there,’ and it would move. Nothing would be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:14-21)

Remember the meeting between the Roman centurion and Jesus Christ at Capernaum. 
The centurion’s son was at home in bed paralyzed and suffering painfully. Even before the 
centurion could voice his petition, Jesus said to him. “I will come and cure him.” The centurion 
replied, “I am not worthy to have you under my roof. Just give an order and the boy will be 
better”….Jesus remarked to his followers, “I have never found this much faith in Israel.” 
Then Jesus said this, “Go home. It shall be done because you trusted.” (Matthew 8:5-13)

Hear and believe in these words of Jesus Christ, “Anyone who loves me will be true to 
my word, and my father will love him; we will come to him and make our dwelling place 
with him.” (John 14:23)

“Live on in me, as I do in you….He who lives in me and I in him, will produce abundantly, 
for apart from me you can do nothing. A man who does not live in me is like a withered, 
rejected branch, picked up to be thrown in the fire and burnt. If you live in me, and my words 
stay part of you, you may ask what you will – it will be done for you.” (John 15:4-7)

Our faith, trust and belief must be founded, grounded, anchored in Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ is our personal God, a God who loves us more than parents love their 

children. When we fall and reach out to him, he never fails to pick us up. When we reject 
him, he follows after us waiting to embrace us anew. When we seek him, we find him as 
near as our hearts. We cannot fully appreciate his love and concern for us because in our 
humanity our love cannot reach the height of his divinity.

In your prayers as you give voice to your needs, your hopes and your aspirations for your-
self and for others, do not approach Jesus Christ as though he were a stranger, as someone 
whose attention to you is restricted because he listens to so many others simultaneously, 
as a judge who counts your failings waiting to punish you. Go to him as did the prodigal son 
to his father (Luke 15:11-32), as did the publican, one of two who went up to the temple to 
pray (Luke 18:10-14), as did Peter after the cock crowed three times (Luke 22:61-62)

As you continue living through this year, make of Jesus Christ your beacon, a visisble 
guiding point for your life.

In John’s gospel, Jesus describes himself as the good shepherd. “The man who enters 
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep; the keeper opens the gate for him. The sheep hear 
his voice and he calls his own by name and leads them out. When he has brought out 
(all) those that are his, he walks in front of them and the sheep follow him because they 
recognize his voice. They will not follow a stranger, such a one they will flee, because they 
do not recognize a stranger’s voice…..I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep…..I know my sheep and my sheep know me in the same way 
that the Father knows me and I know the Father; and for these sheep I will give my life.” 
(John 10:2-18)

Jesus Christ knows you and he walks in front of you through this life, step by step, 
through the valleys and up the mountains, through the night and by day, in all seasons. He 
calls you by name, so personal is your relationship with him.

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one shall snatch them out of my 
hand.” (John 10:28) What greater security can you ever know?

Begin this new year by saying to Jesus Christ, “I believe in you and have no fear for any 
tomorrow.”

Reflections on Our Christianity
continued from page 2
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L-R: Kara Petruska, Bryan Petruska, Ambassador Kacer, Mary Lou Petruska, and 
Robert Petruska.

Attending the YSC dinner for Ambassador Kacer, L-R: Mary Lou Petruska John 
Pavlansky, Bob Komara, Jr., Bob Komara, Sr., Dianna Komara, Father Martin 
Celuch, and Ray Novotny.

L-R: Kara Petruska, Ms. Beck, Mary Babnic, Diana Salata Coelianni, Dean Colianni, 
Mary Beth Bacon, and Maria Slaninova.

FROM THE DESK OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY:
FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION

ANNUITY INTEREST RATE INCREASES
THROUGH MARCH 31, 2007

Effective January 1, 2007, the annual yield on existing First Catholic Slovak Union Flexible 
Premium Deferred Retirement Annuity and Individual Retirement Account (IRA) is 5.00% 
(4.879% APR).

The annual yield on the Park 2 Annuity 4.75% (4.641% APR).
The annual yield on accounts with the “Cash Interest” Option will be 4.75% (4.641% 

APR).
Settlement Options will be based on an annual yield of 4.50% (4.402% APR).
If you have any questions about our annuities or IRAs, please contact the Home Office 

at 1-800-JEDNOTA.
THESE RATES WILL REMAIN EFFECTIVE THROUGH MARCH 31, 2007

       Kenneth A. Arendt
       National Secretary

Allentown Parish 
to Hold “Meat Bingo”

    St. John the Baptist Slovak Catholic Church is sponsor-
ing a “Meat Bingo” on Sunday, January 21, 2007, at the 

church social hall, 924 North Front Street, Allentown, 
Pennsylvania.  Doors open at 12:00 

noon, bingo begins at 1:00 
p.m. Donation is $5.00 plus 
specials.  Refreshments 
will be available. For in-
formation call Bill Drost at 

610/432-3505 or Helen Fiala 
at 610/434-8614.
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Branches 5, 240, 263 & 419—
OLYPHANT, NANTICOKE, DUPONT AND 
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA

Branches 5, 240, 263 and 419 will hold 
a joint Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 
14, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Joe 
Obester, 500 Brown Street, Duryea, Pennsyl-
vania. This will be a very important meeting. 
In addition to regular Branch business, the 
election of officers for the coming year will 
take place. A buffet with refreshments will 
be served following the meeting.

Joe Obester, Financial Secretary

Branch 24—
CLEVELAND, OHIO

The St. Andrew Society, Branch 24, will 
hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 
21, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. at the Karlin Club, 
5304 Fleet Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. On 
the agenda will be the election of officers. 
Refreshments will be served.

Bob Kopco, President
Branch 156—
BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA

The SS. Cyril and Methodius Society, 
Branch 156, will hold its Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, January 21, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. in 
SS. Cyril and Methodius Church Hall, Beth-
lehem, Pennsylvania. The school is no longer 
available for our use. On the agenda will be 
reports, the election of officers, and reports 
of delegates from the 48th Convention in 
Florida. Members are urged to attend.

George J. Anthony, Secretary

Branch 162—
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Wendelin Society, Branch 162, 
held its Annual Meeting on Sunday, Decem-
ber 17, 2006, at 9:30 a.m. at Meridan Point 
Apartments, Confer Vista Road, Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania. At the meeting the following 
were elected officers for 2007: James Mar-
mol, President; Dolores Marmol, Secretary; 
Patty Marmol, Treasurer; and Frank Marmol, 
Auditor.

James Marmol, President

Branch 181—
UNITED, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 
181, will hold a meeting on Thursday, Janu-
ary 18, 2007, at 6:00 p.m. at the home of 
George and Florence Sprock.

Gerry Kovacina, Recording Secretary

Branch 259—
STRUTHERS, OHIO

The St. Michael the Archangel Society, 
Branch 259, held its Annual Meeting on Sun-
day, December 10, 2006, following a Mass 
at Holy Trinity Church, Struthers, Ohio. The 
Mass was offered for all living and deceased 
members of Branch 259. 

The meeting took place at the Restaurant 
on the Green in Coitsville, Ohio. President 
Eugene Yuhas opened the meeting with a 
prayer. All old and new business was dis-
cussed. The following officers were elected 
for 2007: Eugene Yuhas, President; Paul 
Ringos, Vice President and Auditor; William 
Sedlacko, Financial Secretary; Vivian Sed-
lacko, Recording Secretary and Treasurer; 
and Paul Hvizdak and Rose Macejko, Audi-
tors. The meeting concluded with a 50/50 
raffle.

The officers of Branch 259 wish all the 
members a Happy and Prosperous New 
Year.

Vivian Sedlacko, Recording Secretary

Branch 278—
MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Peter Society, Branch 278, will 
hold its Annual Meeting on Monday, January 
15, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in Seven Sorrows of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania. All members and officers are 
asked to attend.

Andrew Trojcak, President

Branch 312—
BAGGALEY, PENN-
SYLVANIA

The St. Nicholas 
Society, Branch 312, 
will hold its Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, 
January 21, 2007, 
at 1:00 p.m. at the 
home of Mark Smol-
leck, 1121 Monastery 
Drive, Latrobe, Penn-
sylvania. The election 
of officers will take 
place.

The off icers of 
Branch 312 wish all 
our fellow Jednota 
members a very Hap-
py and Healthy New 
Year.

Micki Smolleck, 
Secretary

Branch 686—
NORTH CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Society, Branch 
686, will hold its Semiannual Meeting on 
Sunday, January 14, 2007, at the home of 
Branch President Mark Davis, 505 Walworth 
Street, Genoa City, Wisconsin. All branch 
members are welcome to attend.

Mark Davis, President

Branch 746—
LINDEN, NEW JERSEY

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 
746, will hold its next meeting on Sunday, 
January 21, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. in the 
upstairs room of Msgr. Komar Hall of Holy 
Family Church, Linden, New Jersey. The 
agenda will include the election of officers 
for 2007 and a discussion of events for the 
coming year. A holiday get-together will fol-

PRINCE RASTISLAV DISTRICT—
Montreal, Canada

The Prince Rastislav District, Branch 784, and Branch 810, will hold a joint meeting on 
Sunday, January 21, 2007, at 12:30 p.m. at SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish Hall, Montreal, 
Quebec. On the agenda will be the election of officers for 2007. Members are urged to 
attend.

Anthony S. Makovsky, President

DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2007 Officers of Branch 162, L-R: James Marmol, President; 
Dolores Marmol, Secretary; Patty Marmol, Treasurer; and Frank 
Marmol, Auditor.

low the meeting.
The officers of Branch 746 wish everyone 

a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
Mary J. Kapitan, Secretary

 
Branch 784—
MONTREAL, QUEBEC

The SS. Cyril and Methodius Society, 
Branch 784, will hold its Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, January 21, 2007, at 12:30 
p.m. at SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish Hall, 
Montreal, Quebec. On the agenda will be the 
election of officers for 2007 and a discus-
sion of branch activities for the coming year. 
Members are urged to attend.

Marta Fuska, President

Branch 785—
TORONTO, ONTARIO

The St. John Society, Branch 785, will 
hold a joint Annual Meeting with the Msgr. 
Michael Shuba District on Sunday, Janu-
ary 14, 2007, at 1:30 p.m. at SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Church Hall, Mississauga, Ontario. 
All members are welcome.

Michael Dobis
Branch 810—
MONTREAL, QUEBEC

The St. Martin Society, Branch 810, will 
hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 
21, 2007, at 12:30 p.m. at SS. Cyril and 
Methodius Parish Hall, Montreal, Quebec. On 
the agenda will be the election of officers for 
2007. Members are urged to attend.

Mary Jarabek, President

From the Desk of the Executive 
Secretary – Kenneth A. Arendt

ATTENTION ALL SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICANTS

The First Catholic Slovak Union is pleased to announce it is accepting applications for 
its 2006 Scholarship Program.

Seventy (70) ONE-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS in the amount of $500.00 each will be awarded 
to the winners. In addition, a ONE-TIME “Philip Hrobak Scholarship” and “Stephanie Husek 
Scholarship” in the amount of $750.00 each will be awarded to the highest-ranking male 
and female applicants respectively.

Three additional ONE-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS of $500.00 each will be given from the 
“John A. Sabol Nursing Scholarship Fund” to applicants who have been accepted into either 
an approved three or four year hospital nursing program or a fully-accredited college of 
their choice.

In addition, upon proof of college graduation, each recipient will be issued a $3,000 
Single Premium Life Insurance Policy.

The rules and requirements are as follows:
1. Applicants must have a minimum of $1,000 of reserve insurance with F.C.S.U. for at 

least four years prior to April 1st of the year of graduation from high school; or an applicant 
must have $5,000 or more of term insurance with the F.C.S.U. for at least four years prior to 
April 1st of the year of graduation from high school. All scholarship winners must maintain 
this insurance in force during their college years. Applicants must be insured prior to April 
1, 2002 to be eligible under the rules of this period.

2. Applicants must apply for grants in the Spring of their senior year of high school.
3. Applicants must have applied for the Fall term at a qualifying institution. Proof of col-

lege admission must be sent to the Home Office with application.
4. Applicants must apply on an official form which can be obtained from their branch or 

the Executive Secretary of the F.C.S.U., or download an application from www.fcsu.com.
5. Applicants will be chosen by the Scholarship Committee according to their individual 

merit in categories of high school cumulative grade point averages, extracurricular activi-
ties, talents, achievements, initiative, communication skills, transcripts and S.A.T. and/or 
A.C.T. test scores.

6. Applicants will send completed applications to: Scholarship Program, First Catholic 
Slovak Union, 6611 Rockside Road, Independence, OH 44131.

7. Final award checks will be made payable to the student.
8. Applications will be accepted only on the proper forms obtained and signed by the 

branch financial secretary. INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS (THOSE WHICH ARE RECEIVED 
NOT FULLY COMPLETED OR DO NOT HAVE ALL ATTACHMENTS) WILL BE INVALID AND 
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED BY THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE.

The scholarship application is being mailed to all members between the ages of 17 and 
19. If you are interested and do not receive the application, please contact your branch 
officer or the Home Office at 1-800-JEDNOTA. Applications must be postmarked by 
Midnight, February 28, 2007. All applications without the above stipulated postmark 
will be considered invalid.
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March For Life, 
Monday, January 22, 2007
On Monday, January 22, 2007, we will observe the 33rd anniversary of the Roe v. Wade 

Decision of the United States Supreme Court legalizing abortion. Since that date millions 
of innocent lives have been lost through abortion.

The officers of the First Catholic Slovak Union invite members to join them in standing 
up for life by taking part in the Annual March for Life in our nation’s capital, Washington, 
D.C., on Monday, January 22, 2007. As in past years, the FCSU will join fellow fraternalists 
from the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union 
and the Slovak Catholic Sokol in this annual demonstration. Also, as in previous years, the 
First Catholic Slovak Union and the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association will sponsor a 
bus to Washington. The bus will leave Cleveland and make stops in Pittsburgh and other 
towns. Other Branches and Districts are encouraged to also charter buses for their members 
wishing to go to Washington, D.C. For more information on the bus from Cleveland, call 
Mary Ann Johanek, President of the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association at 1-800-464-
4642. A bus is also being arranged to leave from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania with a stop in 
Hazleton. For more information on that bus, call Theresa Kluchinski, President of the Ladies 
Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union at 888/834-6614 or 570/823-3515.

Let’s all get together and let our government know the First Catholic Slovak Union’s 
stand on the abortion issue.

See you at the March for Life on Monday, January 22, 2007.

By Daniel Tanzone
One of the best-known and most beloved priests of Slovak ancestry in America, the 

Rev. Msgr. Francis J. Beeda, S.T.L., celebrated the 45th anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood on Sunday, November 26, 2006. This important milestone in his priestly ministry 
was marked with a jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated at 3:00 p.m. in the historic St. 
Joseph Church, Hazleton, Pennsylvania.

As a prelude to the liturgy, an array of inspirational Slovak hymns were sung by Cyril M. 
Stretansky, Professor of Music at Susquehanna University and an old friend of the jubilarian 
from his ministry at St. Joseph’s Parish in Nanticoke, Pennsylvania. Serving as organists during 
the prelude and liturgy were John Simkovich and Douglas Traux. The large church, nearly 
filled to capacity, welcomed the jubilarian along with 12 concelebrating priests. Many of these 
priests had been inspired to priestly ministry by Msgr. Beeda, others were local diocesan and 
religious priests along with an old friend, the Rev. Anthony Eagleton who traveled all the way 
from the Diocese of Liverpool, England, to be present for the celebration.

Assisting Msgr. Beeda as Deacon of the Word and Deacon of the Eucharist were Deacons 
Cyril J. Kowalchick and Robert A. Roman. Leader of Song and Cantor was Deacon Leonard 
G. Kassick. Master of Ceremonies was Seminarian Mark Phillips. Serving as Lectors were 
relatives of Msgr. Beeda, Mark Beeda, who offered the first reading and Michele Torquato, 
who offered the second reading. Thomas and Linda Savero presented the offertory gifts.

The homily was presented by the Rev. Philip A. Altavilla, pastor of St. Thomas More Parish 
in Lake Ariel, Pennsylvania, and national president of the Slovak Catholic Federation. Father 
Philip, who was raised in Sacred Heart Slovak Parish in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, where 
Msgr. Beeda was associate pastor and then pastor, offered a marvelous tribute to his mentor 
and friend. In his inspiring words, seasoned with humor, Father Philip painted the picture of 
the person of Francis J. Beeda as a wonderful friend, and individual who led him to a greater 
appreciation of his Slovak heritage and the outstanding work of our Slovak fraternals and 
always and everywhere a devoted priest. Father Phil’s “101 course on Beedaisms” offered a 
number of identifying remarks and sayings of the jubilarian, which have endeared him to many. 
Father Phil’s wit and inspiration was a delight to his audience. Msgr. Beeda has always been a 
people person, who inspires and encourages others through his example and dedication. Father 
Philip’s tribute was unique and certainly befitting the great personage of the jubilarian.

The beauty and richness of the liturgy continued. At the conclusion of the liturgy, Msgr. 
Beeda expressed thanks and gratitude to the hundreds who turned out for the jubilee liturgy. 
It was fitting that the oldest Slovak faith community in America be the site of the jubilee 
of Msgr. Beeda, one of the best known and most beloved of American Slovak priests. In 
2007, St. Joseph’s will observe its 125th anniversary. For all these years, the Slovak faith 
traditions have been nurtured in this faith community. It is a parish, which is a monument 
to the faith and determination of Slovak immigrants.

Following the impressive liturgy in Hazleton, a wonderful reception and dinner was held 
at Genetti’s Best Western Hotel in Wilkes-Barre. More than 500 turned out for the tribute 
to Msgr. Beeda. During the reception, Msgr. Beeda mingled and greeted the many guests 
in attendance. There was a large turnout of Slovak fraternalists at the dinner including 
members of Slovak Catholic Sokol, the First Catholic Slovak Ladies Association, the First 

Fraternal leaders who were present at the dinner honoring Msgr. Francis J. Beeda 
on the occasion of his 45th anniversary on ordination are shown with the jubilarian 
at Genetti’s Best Western Hotel in Wilkes-Barre. Shown in the photo, L-R: Dolores 
Evanko, National Secretary of the Slovak Catholic Federation and Trustee of the 
Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union; Michael J. Horvath, Supreme Second Vice 
President of the Slovak Catholic Sokol; FCSU National President Thomas M. Hricik; Rev. 
Philip A. Altavilla, National President of the Slovak Catholic Federation; Msgr. Beeda; 
Msgr. Thomas V. Banick, S.T.D., former president of the Slovak Catholic Federation; 
Theresa M. Kluchinski, National President of the Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic 
Union; Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, Supreme Chaplain of the Slovak Catholic Sokol; and 
Justine Wesnak, who represented the National Slovak Society.

Well-Known Spiritual, Cultural and Fraternal Leader 
Msgr. Francis J. Beeda, S.T.L.Celebrates 
45th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination 

Msgr. Francis J. Beeda with his fellow priests and altar servers at his ordination an-
niversary.

Catholic Slovak Union, the Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union and the National 
Slovak Society. There was no formal speakers program at the dinner, however two priest 
sons of Wilkes-Barre did have the opportunity to speak. The Rev. Andrew Kurovsky, pastor 
of St. Ann’s Parish in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, offered the opening invocation along with 
remarks and our Supreme Chaplain, the Rev. Andrew S. Hvozdovic, pastor of the Epiphany 
Parish in Sayre, Pennsylvania, offered the toast.

A native of Scranton, Pennsylvania, Msgr. Beeda was born there the son of the late 
August and Anna Duchak Beeda. He attended local Scranton public schools and was active 
as a youth in Holy Family Slovak Parish there. Choosing priestly ministry as his vocation, he 
completed his undergraduate studies in America and was sent by the Bishop of Scranton 
to study theology in Rome where he resided at the North American College there. He was 
ordained a priest, in St. Peter’s Basilica, on December 20, 1961, by Archbishop Martin 
O’Connor. He celebrated his first Mass in St. Clement’s Basilica on December 21, 1961, in 
the Chapel of SS. Cyril and Methodius. St. Cyril died in Rome on February 14, 869 and is 
buried in this great basilica. He remained in Rome and completed his studies for a Licentiate 
in Sacred Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University in the spring of 1962. Following 
a summer assignment at St. Patrick’s in Wilkes-Barre, Father Beeda was assigned as an 
assistant at St. Joseph’s Slovak Parish in Nanticoke. He remained there until 1964 when 
he was assigned as an assistant to the late Rev. Michael Bernat at Sacred Heart Slovak 
Parish in Wilkes-Barre. Thus began his nearly 21-year ministry at this well-known parish. In 
1984, Pope John Paul II, at the recommendation of Scranton Bishop J. Carroll McCormack, 
named him a Prelate of Honor with the title of Monsignor. Less than a year later, Msgr. Beeda 
was transferred to St. Joseph’s Parish in Hazleton, where has been pastor ever since. With 
the shortage of priests, Msgr. Beeda’s duties have expanded. As pastor of St. Joseph’s, he 
is also responsible for the mission church of St. Ladislaus. This year, he was also named 
pastor of St. Stanislaus Polish Parish in Hazleton. continued on page 10

❖❖❖
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FCSU 2006 Christmas Coloring Contest
A

The Whittles lived in Humbleburg,
As poor as poor can be,

But all their neighbors loved them,
For their generosity.

For though the Whittles’ shelves were bare,
Their cottage tumbledown,

When Christmas came they made a toy,
For every child in town.

One Christmas Eve they climbed in bed,
After all the toys were made;

And while they dreamed of better times,
The Whittles were repaid. 

That night three Christmas angels came, 
To give them a reward --

For heaven won’t let any act
Of kindness be ignored.

One angel searched the cupboard
And found just a crust of bread;

“Now, this won’t do”, she whispered,
“Let’s prepare a feast instead!”

Christmas 
       Angels

by P.Z. Mann

The angels fl apped their magic wings,
As only they are able,

And in a fl ash a fl ood of food
Filled all the shelves and table!

The tiny house still looked quite drab,
It needed to be cheered;

And as the angels waved their wings,
A Christmas tree appeared! 

Two angels trimmed the pretty tree; 
The third fl ew to and fro,

Hanging bells and holly boughs,
And sprigs of mistletoe.

Outside, the angels dressed the house
With icicles and snow,

And on the door they placed a wreath,
Complete with a bright red bow! 

They fi nished all they came to do,
Before the break of day,

And as the Whittles roused from sleep,
The angels fl ew away.

B

© 2000 – 2006 Binney & Smith 
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Now, when the Whittles saw the food
And all the decoration,

They pinched themselves and wept for joy,
Then danced in celebration!

As word spread through the village
Of their heaven-sent surprise;

Every Humbleburger came 
To see with their own two eyes!

The Whittles shared their Christmas feast-
They emptied all the shelves;

Their kindness wouldn’t let them keep
Good fortune to themselves.

When everyone had cleaned their plate,
They all joined in a song;

And up above-though no one heard- 
The angels sang along!

C

FCSU 2006 Christmas Coloring Contest

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!!!!

RULES
1. Each age group is assigned a certain picture:
 4 – 6 year olds – picture A 7 – 9 year olds – picture B   

 10 – 12 year olds – picture C
2. Enlarged reproductions of picture A, B, or C will be disqualifi ed.
3.  Children MUST be members in good standing of the FCSU in order to be eligible for 

prizes.
4.  Mail your child’s completed entry form, colored picture, and a photo of your child to 

your Regional Director by January 20, 2007.
Region 1 (New York, New Jersey, and New England States)
Joseph Minarovich
77 Morton St. Bridgewater, NJ 08807
Region 2 (Eastern Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Washington D.C.)
Damian D. Nasta 
2 Kindle Lane, Levittown, PA 19055-24409
Region 3 (Central Pennsylvania and SS. Cyril & Methodius District)
Carl Ungvarsky
15 Grove St. Mountain Top, PA 18707
Region 4 (West of Harrisburg, West Virginia, and Florida)
George Sprock
RR 3 Box 347 (Rte 130), Latrobe, PA 15650
Region 5 (Western Pennsylvania, Johnstown, and Pittsburgh)
Regis Brekosky
411 Oak St. West Miffl in, PA 15122
Region 6 (State of Ohio)
Henry Hassay
9250 Highland Woods Blvd. Unit 2309, Bonita Springs, FL 34135
Region 7 (Illionois, Indiana, Michigan, and Points West)
Rudolph Glugovsky
8767 Midnight Pass Rd. Bldg. 204 F, Sarasota, FL 34242
Region 8 (Quebec, Canada, and Eastern Provinces)
Milos Mitro
1094 Hedge Dr. Mississauga, Ontario CANADA L4Y 1G2      
Region 9 (Ontario, Canada, and Western Provinces)
Milos Mitro
1094 Hedge Dr. Mississauga, Ontario CANADA L4Y 1G2

PRIZES
Winners in each age group will receive the following:

1st Place – Jednota long-sleeved t-shirt and $25.00
2nd Place - Jednota long-sleeved t-shirt and $15.00
3rd Place - Jednota long-sleeved t-shirt and $10.00

Honorable Mention - $5 Gift Card
Please submit this form with your child’s entry by January 20, 2007

Child’s Name_______________________________ Date of Birth___________

Certifi cate Number_____________________________ Branch Number______

Street Address___________________________________________________

City, State, Zip___________________________________________________

Phone Number __________________________________________________

Email Addres____________________________________________________

Sweatshirt or T-shirt Size   (Please Circle One):

Child      S         M          L          XL             Adult         S           M           L          XL

All copy is due by 4:30 P.M., THE MONDAY BEFORE THE ISSUE DATE, unless otherwise 
stated below because of special holiday scheduling. Copy that is not received by this 
deadline will not necessarily appear in the following Wednesday’s issue.

Issue Date     Copy Deadline
 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24   MONDAY, JANUARY 15
 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7   MONDAY, JANUARY 29 
 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
Correspondents who are announcing upcoming events should remember that the 

JEDNOTA is printed EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY, and should take into account the extra 
time lost in the postal system. Therefore, please plan to have your announcements to 
us in ample time for them to be printed and received by the readership.

   Send all copy (English AND Slovak) to:
   Anthony Sutherland, Editor
   “JEDNOTA”
   1011 Rosedale Avenue, Middletown, PA  17057-4835
   FAX: (717) 944-3107

NEWSPAPER DEADLINES
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George Onda 
District Holds 
Annual Vilija
What a beautiful evening ------The George Onda 

District celebrated its Annual Vilija at St. Joseph Cen-
ter, Greensburg, Pennsylvania, on December 3, 2006. 
Father Larry Kulick was the celebrant at the Mass and 
then later served as Master of Ceremonies during the 
dinner. All who attended would leave with fond memo-
ries of this most auspicious occasion. Father Larry was 
recognized by our favorite son and outgoing President 
of the First Catholic Slovak Union, Thomas Hricik. 
President Hricik was extremely gracious in presenting 
a gift of our official crest to Father Larry describing 
him as a tireless worker in his efforts to preserve our 
Slovak heritage. Those in attendance were privileged 
to have heard Mr. Hricik deliver his final remarks at our 
annualVilija as our National President. A gifted speaker, he reminded people of our beautiful 
heritage speaking eloquently of the many contributions of Father Stefan Furdek, concluding 

with a poem writ-
ten by our beloved 
founder. It was in-
deed quite a poi-
gnant moment.

T h e  t r a d i -
tional dinner was 
bountiful as usual 
with baked fish, 
mushroom soup, 
pagach, kolachy, 
bobalky, and fruit. 
Father Kulick, as 
always the teach-
er, explained the 
significance of the 
food items.

Following dinner the Pitts-
burgh Slovakians entertained 
the guests with carols of the 
advent and Christmas season, 
culminating with the “Jaslick-
ari.” Those of us who live in 
Western Pennsylvania are for-
tunate to have the Pittsburgh 
Slovakians who do such a 
splendid job on a year round 
basis. Rudy and Sue Ondrejco 
and the rest of the Pittsburgh 
Slovakians are to be com-
mended for their dedication 
and untiring efforts in preserv-
ing our beautiful heritage.

Thank you to the people 
who attended the Vilija, and please be reminded to encourage your family as well as friends 
to attend this glorious function held annually on the first Sunday of December.

James M. Bench, Branch 181

The Pittsburgh Slovakians.

L-R: Ed Mizikar, Taylor Mizikar, Barb Mizikar, George Pry and JoAnn Pry.

The Pittsburgh Slovakians.

Katherine Jefferies with son William. William Jefferies 
was the youngest member in attendance.

Thomas Hricik presents an award to Father Larry KulickMsgr. William Charnoki, Pastor of Holy Trinity 
Church in Ligonier, PA.

“PARK 2 ANNUITY” – 
NOW PAYING 4.75%

Under the “Park 2 Annuity”, you make a one-time deposit of at least $1,000.00 
into an annuity fund that accumulates interest at a guaranteed rate for two 
years. Additional deposits are not allowed.

Features of the “Park 2 Annuity” include:
•  The FCSU guarantees your initial interest rate for two years. After two years, 

your funds will continue to accumulate interest at no less than 3.0%.
•  The “Park 2 Annuity” can be converted to any of the FCSU Annuity Plans at 

any time.
•  The “Park 2 Annuity” is not applicable to any settlement option or interest 

option.
•  Withdrawal Privileges-Funds withdrawn during the first two years are subject 

to an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge. The charge is 6% the first year and 5% 
the second year. You may, however, withdraw up to 10% of your ‘beginning of 
the year balance’ with no FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge.

•  Even though you may not incur an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge, withdrawals 
before age 59 ½ may be subject to a federal tax penalty.

•  Tax on the interest earned is deferred until the annuity funds are drawn.
• The minimum deposit is $1,000.00.

Please contact your Branch Officer or the Home Office for applications.

New York Branch 45 Plans 
Fasiangy Party on February 10

The St. Matthew the Evangelist Society, Branch 45, invites all to a Fasiangy Dance 
Party on Saturday, February 10, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in St. John Nepomucene Church Hall, 
411 East 66th Street, New York City. Metered parking will be available free of charge 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Admission is $25.00 per person and includes the main dinner, 
coffee, and Slovak style homemade cookies. A raffle will also be held. Entertainment 
provided by the popular Slovak Band “Kontakty” led by Joseph Jurasi. Come and enjoy 
an evening of fun and fellowship.

Joseph Jurasi, President, Br. 45
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OPEN
President Thomas M. Hricik called the meeting to order at 9:18 a.m. and opened it with 

prayer.
ROLL CALL
Members Attending:  Thomas M. Hricik, President
   Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President
   Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary
   George F. Matta, Treasurer
   Damian Nasta, Regional Director
Also attending was General Counsel, Andrew M. Rajec, by invitation of the President.
READING & ACCEPTANCE OF OCTOBER MEETING MINUTES
Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt read the Minutes of the October 2006 Executive 

Committee Meeting. A motion was made by Andrew R. Harcar and seconded by George F. 
Matta to accept the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S STOCK AND BOND REPORT
Treasurer George Matta presented a verbal report for the month of October and answered 

the questions of the Executive Committee. Treasurer George Matta stated that during the 
month of October there was little investment activity.

Treasurer George Matta passed out a memo that will be sent to Board of Directors which 
will contain more detailed information.

A motion was made by Kenneth Arendt and seconded by Damian Nasta to accept the 
report as presented. Motion carried.

MORTGAGES AND OVERDUE MORTGAGES
The Executive Secretary presented the report for the month of October for the Committee’s 

review and answered their questions.
MONTHLY DISBURSEMENTS
Executive Secretary Arendt reported that the following disbursements were incurred and 

paid during the month of October:
Death Benefits & Accumulations  $236,604.99
Cash Withdrawals & Accumulations  41,407.03
Matured Endowments & Accumulations  -0-
Trust Fund  -0-

The Executive Committee reviewed the rest of the disbursements report and the Execu-
tive Secretary answered their questions.

ANNUITY REPORT
The Executive Secretary gave a report for the month of October and answered the 

Executive Boards’ questions.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT
The Executive Committee reviewed and discussed the monthly membership report for 

the month of October and the Executive Secretary answered their questions.
A motion was made by Andrew Harcar and seconded by Damian Nasta to accept the 

mortgage, disbursements, and membership reports as presented. Motion carried.
ADJOURN
Adjourn for lunch.
President Thomas Hricik opened the afternoon session.
MEMBERSHIP AND MARKETING
Seminars
Vice President Andrew Harcar led a discussion regarding F.C.S.U. seminars. Vice President 

Andrew Harcar would contact Ed DePersis about information pertaining to seminars.
Vice President Andrew Harcar informed the Executive Committee that a seminar would 

be held on April 29, 2007, in Regional Director Carl Ungvarsky, Region 3 area and on April 
28, 2007, in Regional Director Damian Nasta, Region 2 area. He also contacted the Michi-
gan District for holding a seminar possibly in the early part of 2007. The exact date of the 
seminar will be determined at a later date.

General Agents & Agents
Vice President Andrew Harcar led a discussion regarding General Agents and Agents. 

He stated that we have 2 contracts to be signed for 2 new individual agents. There was a 
discussion concerning the search for individual agents with Slovak background and sup-
plying these agents with leads from our branches.

Vice President Andrew Harcar also updated us on the progress of applications and on 
hiring a Marketing Manager. Vice President Andrew Harcar also led a discussion on length 
of the contract of one of our individual agents. This will be reviewed at a later date.

Membership Meet
Vice President Andrew Harcar further led a discussion about a 2007 Membership Meet. 

He said that the approximate cost of the cruise is $840.00 not including airfare and the 
date would be late August or early September. It was decided to mail a questionnaire to 
all recommenders and proposers asking for their opinion on the possibility of an Alaskan 
or Caribbean cruise or a Las Vegas trip. The Marketing Committee will review and make 
a decision.

Vice President Andrew Harcar further led a discussion about a possibility of sponsoring 
a trip in the near future to Slovakia. This will be discussed at a later date.

Marketing Strategies
Vice President Andrew Harcar led a roundtable discussion on different marketing strat-

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2006
MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

egies and job description for a Marketing Manager and possibility of meeting with other 
fraternal organizations to discuss marketing. There was a discussion about Regional Directors 
involvement within their region. This will be discussed at a later date.

Vice President Andrew Harcar also led a discussion concerning the possibility of a Guar-
antee Issue Program in the near future. Vice President Andrew Harcar passed out literature 
provided by Ed DePersis for review. This program will be reviewed and discussed at a later 
date. He passed out information about Coverdale Education Savings Account. This matter 
will also be reviewed and discussed at a later date.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE JUDGES DINNER
President Thomas Hricik stated that there will be an appreciation dinner for the Scholar-

ship Committee on December 11, 2006, where they will be presented with a small monetary 
gift as a token of our appreciation for their outstanding work.

Outside Law Firm Invoices
President Thomas Hricik led a discussion regarding invoices from an outside law firm. It 

was decided that General Counsel Andrew Rajec will contact the law firm to discuss some 
of the charges on invoices. Once reviewed, they will be paid by F.C.S.U.

REPORT ON PRINTERY BUILDING
President Thomas Hricik gave an update on the leasing of the Printery Building. The C.I.R. 

Realty brought one prospective company to view the building. President Thomas Hricik led 
a discussion concerning a leasing contract with a realty company. This will be reviewed 
and acted upon at the beginning of next year.

FURTHER BUSINESS
Msgr. Francis Beeda will celebrate his 45th anniversary of ordination on November 26, 

2006. President Thomas Hricik will represent the First Catholic Slovak Union.
DISCUSSION ON DECEMBER EXECUTIVE MEETING
The December meeting will be held on December 12, 2006, at the Home Office, in Inde-

pendence, Ohio. Regional Director will be Joseph F. Minarovich, Region 1.
REQUEST FOR ADS & DONATIONS
Requests were viewed and acted upon.
MISCELLANEOUS
Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt gave an update on the new sign. We are waiting for 

proper permit from the City of Independence. Once we receive the permit we will continue 
with further process.

ADJOURN
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Damian Nasta and 

seconded by George Matta to adjourn. Motion carried.
President Thomas M. Hricik closed the meeting with prayer.
Thomas M. Hricik     Kenneth A. Arendt
National President     Executive Secretary

Annual Slovak Ball Set for 
February 17 at New York Athletic Club

The Slovak-American Cultural Center cordially invites you to attend the 15th Annual 
Slovak Ball on Saturday, February 17, 2007, at the New York Athletic Club, 180 Central 
Park South, New York City. Cocktails will begin at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner at 7:00 p.m. 
Music will be provided by the Marek Soltis Orchestra. Tickets to this black tie preferred 
event are $320 per couple, $160 per individual, and $95 for students. Please make checks 
payable to S-ACC (Slovak-American Cultural Center, and send by January 29, 2007 to: 
Judith Lepko, 18 Jane Dr., Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632. For more information call: Mrs. 
Lubica Markovich at 212/923-7800 ext 1244, Mrs. Gita Hlavinka at 201/242-0214, or 
Matus Culen at 914/738-9115.

The Slovak Ball has become a well-established traditional event attracting members of 
the Slovak-American community in the tri-state area and beyond. The proceeds of this event 
help make worthy contributions to American Slovak relations in culture and education. This 
year, S-ACC has been able to provide four Jozef Stasko Scholarships at the City University 
in Bratislava. This institution is a branch of the City University of Bellevue, Washington. It 
provides an American college education at reasonable costs in both Trencin and Bratislava. 
All this would not be possible without the 
generosity of our members and friends.

Members of the Slovak community are 
invited to advertise in the Ball Bulletin, 
which will be distributed to all the guests at 
the Ball. Full-page ads are $100; half page-
$50; and quarter page-$25. Please send 
your ad (camera-ready copy, your business 
card, or greeting) no later than February 1, 
2007 to Mrs. Irena Sebo, 77 Sprain Val-
ley Rd., Scarsdale, NY 10583. Phone/Fax: 
914/725-2504. E-mail: isebo@optonline.
net. Make check payable to S-ACC.

❖❖❖



PAGE 10 JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2007 

Msgr. Beeda has always been a staunch promoter of Slovak fraternalism. He is a member 
of all five of our Slovak fraternals. For many years, he has been active in the work of the 
Slovak Catholic Federation and the Conference of Slovak Clergy. During the American 
Bicentennial in 1976, he helped organize the Slovak Heritage Society of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. There has hardly been a Slovak project over the past nearly five decades 
which has not had the wholehearted support and encouragement of Msgr. Beeda. At the 
jubilee dinner, it was recalled that when he arrived at Sacred Heart Parish in Wilkes-Barre 
in 1964, he may have been a handsome, raven haired, thin priest, nevertheless, today while 
he may no longer sport a full mane of raven hair, and has acquired a few more pounds, his 
wit, charm, charity and other God-given talents have not waned over these 45 years. Like 
fine wine, he has mellowed with age. For those privileged to know and be served by him, 
he is a priest’s priest. In the words of St. Augustine, dear Monsignor, “May the good Lord 
give you a heart to love Him, a will to choose Him, an understanding to conceive Him, a 
reason always to adhere to Him and may that God of love and mercy love you eternally! Ad 
multos annos, gloriosque annos – Zdar Boh!

45th Anniversary of 
Priestly Ordination

continued from page 5

REMEMBER OUR DEPARTED 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

SISTER M. BERTILLA, SS.C.M.
Danville, Pennsylvania

Sister M. Bertilla (Stephanie Rehak), 96, 
died at Emmanuel Center, Danville, Pennsyl-
vania, on Sunday, December 17, 2006. The 
daughter of Joseph and Theresa (Vanek) 
Rehak, she was born in Binghamton, New 
York, on August 20, 1910.

She attended SS. Cyril and Methodius 
School and St. Patrick High School, Bing-
hamton, New York, and graduated from St. 
Cyril Academy, Danville, Pennsylvania. Sister 
received a B.S. in Education from Marywood 
University, Scranton, Pennsylvania, and an 
M.A. in History from Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pennsylvania.

On September 15, 1926, she entered the 
Sisters of SS. Cyril and Methodius and was 
received as a novice July 7, 1927. Sister 
Bertilla made her first profession of vows 
on May 23, 1929.

Involved in the ministry of education for 
fifty-eight years on both the elementary 
and secondary levels, Sister Bertilla taught 
grades two to eight in parish schools in Il-
linois, Indiana, New Jersey, New York and 
Pennsylvania. For seventeen years she 
served as superior/principal. She taught 
social studies at Bishop O’Reilly High School, 
Kingston, Pennsylvania, for eight years and 
for six years at St. Cyril Academy, Danville, 
Pennsylvania. Sister did clerical work at 
Maria Joseph Manor for four years and spent 
her retirement at Maria Hall, Maria Joseph 
Manor and Emmanuel Center.

Sister Bertilla is survived by her sister-in-
law Mrs. Camilla Rehak, Endicott, New York, 
a niece, Mrs. Paul Topencik, Endwell, New 
York, and a nephew, Richard Dopyera.

The transferal rite took place on Tuesday, 
December 19, at 3:30 p.m. at Maria Hall in 
Danville and the Wake Service at 6:30 p.m. A 
Mass of Christian Burial was concelebrated 
at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 20, 
by the Reverend Cyril Rable and the Rever-
end Lawrence Nwabueze, O.P., assisted by 
Deacon Adrien Picard.

Memorial donations may be made to the 
Sisters of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Villa Sa-
cred Heart, Danville, PA 17821-1698.

STEPHEN B. BIZUB
Branch 181
United, Pennsylvania

Stephen B. Bizub, 86, of Rockaway, New 
Jersey, died Monday, December 11, 2006, at 
Compassionate Care Hospice at St. Clare’s 
Hospital/Dover, after a short illness.

Born in Mutual, Pennsylvania, he was 
raised in Youngwood, Pennsylvania, with his 
eleven brothers and sisters.

Mr. Bizub was a standout linebacker 
for Youngwood High School, and later at-
tended Bucknell University in Lewisburg on 
a scholarship.

During World War II, Mr. Bizub enlisted in 
the Army Air Corps and served in the Philip-
pines, where he achieved the rank of Staff 
Sergeant. After his discharge, he moved to 
New Jersey and worked at Maretti’s Mar-
ket before opening Bizub Brothers Store 
in Rockaway with his brothers. He retired 
from the Maintenance Department of the 
Jefferson Township Board of Education, and 
had also previously worked at County College 
of Morris, Randolph, and Morris Hills High 

School, Rockaway. He was the proprietor 
of several stores including Steve’s Store in 
Rockaway and the Lakeside Shoppe in the 
Indian Lake section of Denville.

Mr. Bizub was a parishioner of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church, Rockaway, a mem-
ber of their Holy Name Society, and Jednota 
Branch 181, in United, Pennsylvania. He was 
a life member and past-commander of the 
American Legion Rockden Post 175.

He was predeceased by his wife, Eliza-
beth (Betty Grizzle); his son, Stephen N.; his 
brothers, Michael, Joseph, John, George, 
Andrew, and his sister, Rose.

He is survived by his daughter, Johanna C. 
and her husband, Scott Smith of Rockaway; 
two granddaughters, Stephanie Pearl and 
Sarah Elizabeth Smith at home; his sisters, 
Sophia Mlinarcik of Smithfield, Pennsylvania, 
Helen Bizub of Youngwood, and Frances 
Miketa of Boardman, Ohio; his brothers, Paul 
of Youngwood and Robert of Monroeville, 
Pennsylvania; and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

Friends were received at the Whitham-
Kanapaux Funeral Home, Rockaway. A Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated in Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Church. Interment was in Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. Memorial donations may 
be made to Sacred Heart School, 40 E. Main 
St., Rockaway, NJ 07866.

HELEN L. BADAC
Branch 701
North Vandergrift, Pennsylvania

Helen L. Badac, 84, of North Vandergrift, 
Pennsylvania, died Thursday, September 
21, 2006, at the Alle-Kiski Medical Center, 
Natrona Heights, Pennsylvania. She was 
born October 23, 1921, in North Vandergrift, 
a daughter of the late Michael and Mary 
(Cickan) Kuchta. In addition to her parents, 
she was predeceased by four brothers, 
Frank, Nicholas, John and Stephen Kuchta, 
and three sisters, Amelia and Margaret 
Kuchta and Mary Kaminski.

Mrs. Badac lived in the Kiski Valley all 
of her life. She was a member of Our Lady 
Queen of Peace Catholic Church, East Van-
dergrift, and a former member of Christian 
Mothers and the First Catholic Slovak La-
dies Association. She was also a member 
of Branch 701 of the First Catholic Slovak 
Union. She enjoyed flower gardening, home 
landscaping, cooking and baking cookies 
and pies.

She is survived by her husband of 52 
years, Frank A. Badac; a son, Ronald B. Ba-
dac of North Vandergrift; two sisters, Rose 
Froncek of Ford City, Pennsylvania and Ann 
(Robert) Race of Seattle, Washington; three 
brothers, Joseph (Julia) Kuchta of Pittsburgh, 
August (Joanne) Kuchta of Sayre, Pennsyl-
vania, and Michael (Mila) Kuchta of Glen 
Gardner, New Jersey; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Friends were received at the Brady-Cur-
ran Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 
Vandergrift. A Funeral Mass was celebrated 
in Our Lady Queen of Peace Church by the 
Rev. Michael Sciberras. Burial was in St. 
Gertrude Cemetery, Vandergrift.

Helen Badac was a dedicated worker at 
all the functions of the Msgr. Joseph Tiso 
District. She will be missed.

Rose Froncek

From the Desk of the Executive Secretary:
ATTENTION:

ALL JEDNOTA ILLINOIS MEMBERS 
RESIDING IN ILLINOIS

The Illinois Fraternal Congress is accepting applications for its scholarship program.
If you meet the requirements listed below and wish to apply for a scholarship, please 

call the Home Office for an application. Our toll-free number is 1-800-533-6682 (1 (800) 
JEDNOTA).

2006 Illinois Fraternal Congress
Adult and Youth Fraternalist of the Year

Guidelines
Purpose:
The Adult and Youth Fraternalist of the Year awards are given each year by the Illinois 

Fraternal Congress to recognize an adult and youth within the fraternal benefit system who, 
through example and accomplishment, provided outstanding volunteer service to his or her 
lodge, society and community during the past year.

Eligibility:
• Anyone between the ages of 12-22 may be nominated for the youth award. Those ages 

23 and older may apply for the adult award. Both groups of nominees must be members 
of an Illinois fraternal benefit society for at least two years.

• Nominees will be judged on activities completed within the last 12 months.
• Individuals who are compensated by their society for their volunteer efforts are not 

eligible to receive an award.
• The adult and youth awards can be won only once by an individual. However, a society 

is eligible to nominate an individual not selected in a previous year.
• The program will be administered by the IFC Adult and Youth Fraternalist of the Year 

Committee.
• A qualified panel of independent judges will choose the winners. The decisions of the 

judges will be final.
• Each member society is eligible to submit three adult and youth nominations each 

year.
Award Description:
• An engraved plaque will be presented to the adult and youth honorees at the annual 

meeting of the Illinois Fraternal Congress in March 2007. Travel, lodging and meal expenses 
for the honorees will be paid by the sponsoring societies.

• A $100 check will be awarded on behalf of each honoree to the nonprofit, charitable 
organization of their choice.

• Media information regarding the honorees will be distributed by the IFC Adult and Youth 
Fraternalist of the Year Committee.

Nomination packets are to be postmarked no later than February 9, 2007. Please 
send completed packets to:
Andrew Harcar Phone: (815) 672-6682
First Catholic Slovak Union Fax: (815) 672-4281
508 James St. slovakins@ivnet.com
Streator, IL 61364 

JANUARY 
14 – The Msgr. Michael Shuba District’s Annual Meeting at 1:30 p.m. at SS. Cyril and 
        Methodius Church Hall, Mississauga, Ontario.
21 –  A Meeting of the Prince Rastislav District at 12:30 p.m. at SS. Cyril and Methodius,        

Parish Hall, Montreal, Quebec

Coming Events

❖❖❖
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JEDNOTA BOWLING RESULTS

TORONTO SLOVAK MIXED
(BRANCH #785)

November 1, 2006
Pos  Tm#  Team  Won  Lost
 1  3  Rose Pikul  43.0  20.0
 2  5  Joe Jursa  41.0 22.0
 3  6 Jerry Siman  40.0  23.0
 4  14  John Jursa  40.0  23.0
 5  8  Jim Szabo  38.0  25.0
 6  13 Anne Mitro  36.0  27.0
 7  7 Hank Grys  33.0  30.0
 8  2  Stan Pella  33.0  30.0
 9  15  Michael Kapitan  32.0  24.0
 10  11  Jason Ubeika  29.0  34.0
 11  10  Denise Ricciuti  28.0  35.0
 12  12  Ed Jursa  28.0  35.0
 13  4 Emil Jursa  26.0  37.0
 14  9 Greg Grys  25.0  38.0
 15  1 Sharon Tomas  25.0  38.0

This Week’s Individual High Scores
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Greg Grys-653; Anne 
Mitro-527.
HI-SERIES-HCP: Ron Pines-720; Helen 
Grys-677.
HI-GAME-FLAT: Jason Ubeika-246; Helen 
Grys-201.
HI-GAME-HCP: John Tokarsky-291; Helen 
Grys-256.

November 8, 2006
 Pos  Tm#  Team  Won  Lost
 1  3  Rose Pikul  48.0  22.0
 2  13  Anne Mitro  43.0  27.0
 3  5  Joe Jursa  43.0  27.0
 4  6 Jerry Siman  42.0  28.0
 5  8  Jim Szabo  40.0  30.0
 6  14 John Jursa  40.0  30.0
 7  7  Hank Grys  38.0  32.0
 8  2  Stan Pella  35.0  35.0
 9  11 Jason Ubeika  34.0  36.0
 10  15  Michael Kapitan  34.0  29.0
 11  12 Ed Jursa  33.0  37.0
 12  10  Denise Ricciuti  33.0  37.0
 13  9  Greg Grys  32.0  38.0
 14  4  Emil Jursa  31.0  39.0
 15  1  Sharon Tomas  27.0  43.0

This Week’s Individual High Scores
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Jason Ubeika-568; Lydia 
Scibravy-498.
HI-SERIES-HCP: Ron Pines-658, Milos Mitro-
658; Lydia Scibravy-714.
HI-GAME-FLAT: Greg Grys-253; Lydia Sci-
bravy-178.

HI-GAME-HCP: Dave Maskell-254; Rose 
Carey-261.

November 15, 2006
Pos  Tm#  Team Won Lost
 1  3  Rose Pikul  55.0  22.0
 2  6  Jerry Siman  47.0  30.0
 3  5  Joe Jursa  45.0  32.0
 4  13 Anne Mitro  43.0  34.0 
 5  2  Stan Pella  42.0  35.0
 6  8  Jim Szabo  42.0  35.0
 7 14  John Jursa  42.0  35.0
 8  11 Jason Ubeika  41.0  36.0
 9  15 Michael Kapitan  39.0  31.0
 10  7  Hank Grys  38.0  39.0
 11  12 Ed Jursa  38.0  39.0
 12  4  Emil Jursa  38.0  39.0
 13  9  Greg Grys  34.0  43.0
 14  10  Denise Ricciuti  33.0  44.0
 15  1  Sharon Tomas  32.0  45.0

This Week’s Individual High Scores 
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Danny Zrobok-666; Helen 
Kochuta-490.
HI-SERIES-HCP: Danny Zrobok-726; Helen 
Kochuta-718.
HI-GAME-FLAT: Danny Zrobok-244; Anne 
Mitro-197.
HI-GAME-HCP: Frank Lipka-271; Helen 
Kochuta-254.

November 22, 2006
 Pos Tm#  Team  Won  Lost
 1  3  Rose Pikul  55.0  29.0
 2  6  Jerry Siman  49.0  35.0
 3  13  Anne Mitro  47.0  37.0
 4  2  Stan Pella  47.0  37.0
 5  5  Joe Jursa  47.0  37.0
 6  14  John Jursa  47.0  37.0
 7  15 Michael Kapitan  46.0  31.0
 8  12  Ed Jursa  45.0  39.0
 9  8  Jim Szabo  45.0  39.0
 10  11  Jason Ubeika  43.0  41.0
 11  4  Emil Jursa  43.0  41.0
 12  7  Hank Grys  40.0  44.0
 13  10  Denise Ricciuti  40.0  44.0
 14  1  Sharon Tomas  37.0  47.0
 15  9  Greg Grys  34.0  50.0

This Week’s Individual High Scores
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Greg Grys-600; Cathy 
Szabo-536.
HI-SERIES-HCP: Paul Jursa-678; Cathy 
Szabo-686.
HI-GAME-FLAT: Greg Grys-226, John 
Mrozek-226; Cathy Szabo-195.
HI-GAME-HCP: Al Fedor-266; Cathy Szabo-
245, Mary Novak-245.

Sharon Tomas, Secretary

Matthew Misurda serving both parishes.
In January 2002, Bishop Adamec notified Father Misurda that instead of a merger Holy 

Child Jesus Parish was to be absorbed into SS. Cyril and Methodius as soon as possible. 
Directives were issued on April 25, 2002. The statue of the Holy Child Jesus was brought 
to SS. Cyril and Methodius Church by Joseph Felix and Michael Tallyen. Absorption papers 
were signed at 10:20 a.m. on April 28, 2002. The final Mass was offered in Holy Child Jesus 
Church on May 27, 2002.

In the Fall of 2005 it was decided to celebrate the parish centennial on November 5, 
2006, with a Mass followed by a reception in the church hall and the publication of a par-
ish history book.

The following priests served as pastors in SS. Cyril and Methodius Church: Rev. Leo Stefl 
(1906-1907), Rev. John Kropach (1907-1909), Rev. Francis Horak (1909-1910), Rev. Francis 
Jevnik (1910-1916), Rev. Msgr. John A. Lach (1916-1958), Rev. Joseph A. Banik (1958-
1961), Rev. John B. Golias (1961-1967), Rev. Joseph D. Tomko (1967-1978), Rev. Richard 
S. Hovanec (1978-1983), Rev. Sylvester J. Bendzella (1983-1988), Rev. Martin A. Cingle 
(1988-1992), Rev. James H. Conrad (1992-1999), and Rev. Matthew Misurda (1999-   ).

                  Edward Surkosky
                  Branch 292

SS. Cyril and Methodius Parish of Windber Marks Centennial
continued from page 1

               

Sign up new members for insurance 
during the months of January, February 
and March!

The Membership and Marketing Com-
mittee want to give its proposers something 
special to start the New Year.

You will receive one beautiful Pieta – for 
every two (2) new members you sign up 
for Whole Life Insurance or four (4) new 
members for JEP Insurance or sign up two 
(2) new members for Term Insurance.

There is no limit!
Remember…this special campaign is 

only good for new members signed up bet-
ween January 1 and March 31, 2007.

Let us all get involved with member-
ship.
Good luck and God bless!
Andrew R. Harcar Sr.
National Vice President
Membership & Marketing Chairman

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN 
THIS BEAUTIFUL

“OUR LADY OF SORROWS” STATUE. 
IT CAN BE YOURS IF YOU…

Bishop Joseph Adamec was the principal celebrant at the anniversary Mass at SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Church in Windber.

Parishioners and guests enjoyed a buffet dinner in the parish hall following the 
liturgy.



PAGE 12 JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2007 

Megan Munoz is a member of the As-
sumption of the B.V.M. Society, Branch 493, 
in Chicago. To celebrate her 16th birthday 
on November 22, Megan’s family attended 
the Medieval Times Dinner Theater in Scha-
umburg, Illinois. While enjoying a delicious 
medieval dinner (with no silverware), attend-
ees watched knights on horseback joust and 
engage in swordfights.

Cyrille Froncek, a member of Branch 401, in East Vandergrift, Pennsylvania, has been 
dancing with the Laurel Ballet since she was four. Recently she danced in her eighth “Nut-
cracker” performance. Her favorite past roles include Candy Princess in Nutcracker”, Persian 
in “Swan Lake”, and Cinderella in “Sleeping Beauty”. This past summer she participated in 
the Point Park’s Summer Intensive Program.

Cyrille is a student at Verna Montessori School in Mount Pleasant. Her favorite subjects 
are history and geography. She is the granddaughter of Rose Froncek, of Branch 401.

Megan Munoz Grace Faye Colby

Grace Faye Colby recently celebrated 
her 5th birthday with family and friends at 
her home in Frankfort, Illinois. Grace is a 
member of the Assumption of the B.V.M. 
Society, Branch 493, in Chicago, as is her 
brother Bobby. She attends preschool and 
takes dance lessons. Her parents are Bob 
and Amanda Colby.

Robert Tapak Magruder

❖❖❖

FLEXIBLE PREMIUM DEFERRED ANNUITY
FLEXIBLE PREMIUM DEFERRED ANNUITY/IRA

Six-Year Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity – Currently Earning 5.00% (4.879 APR)
Under the Six-Year Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity, you may make periodic payments 

into an annuity fund that accumulates interest at, or greater than, the guaranteed rate. 
You can open the account with as little as $500.00 and make additional deposits ($25.00 
minimum) as your financial situation allows. Additional deposits are not mandatory.

At the retirement age you choose, the funds accumulated in the Six-Year Flexible Pre-
mium Deferred Annuity may be withdrawn using any of the FCSU’s lump sum or periodic 
income settlement options.

Features of the Six-Year Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity include:
• The FCSU guarantees your deposits will accumulate interest at no less than 3.0%.
• Your annuity continues to accumulate interest after you have stopped contributing and 

have begun to receive retirement income. The interest rate you receive on your annuity after 
settlement will never be less than 3.0%.

• Death Benefit-If you die prior to settlement, your beneficiary receives the full cash value 
of the annuity. If you die while receiving retirement benefits, the value of your remaining 
guaranteed benefits will be paid to your beneficiary.

• Withdrawal Privileges-Since annuities are meant to be long-term investments for 
providing retirement funds, funds withdrawn during the first six years of your contract are 
subject to an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge. You may withdraw 10% of your ‘beginning of 
the year balance’ with no FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge.

• Your interest will be added to your account. You may, however, elect to have your in-
terest paid directly to you on a monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually basis. This is 
called an Interest Option and the interest rate is slightly lower than if you left your interest 
to accumulate.

• Even though you may not incur an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge, withdrawals before 
age 59 ½ may be subject to a federal tax penalty.

• Tax on the interest earned is deferred until the annuity funds are drawn.
• Also available in a Traditional IRA or Roth IRA (subject to IRA Guidelines)

Christmas Greetings from 
Father Victor Stevko, SVD:

Epping, November 2006
Dear friends;
Times surely running fast. At one of our morning psalm we pray: “…our life is 60 ad 

if we are stronger we might be 70-80 years old…” It seems to me that I must belong to 
those that are strong because I am on my way to be 80 years old. One day the rector of 
our house called me in and said: “Victor, you are living with the disabled persons of our 
svd members, yet you are not yet disabled. You are still full of “pep” Please. Help us to say 
mass for our visitors”.

Yes I am getting to 80 however I am not a young chicken any more. I often feel dizzy. 
The doctor cannot find the cause of it. It might be high blood pressure or the rheumatic 
affliction. There is hardly a part of my body that was not Roentgenized yet. But no fault has 
been found. Only my feet do not want to obey me. The conferrers all advise me: “Victor, 
please take care of yourself, slow down”.

I am still serving our Slovak community in Australia. We have over 20,000 Slovak immi-
grants in the whole of Australia. I was not able to visit our Slovak people outside of Sydney 
for over a year. The doctor does not advise me to travel too far because I often fell dizzy. 
In fact the passing cars have hit me twice and while changing the trains at one station I 
fell between the tracks of the train. Fortunately the people pulled me out before the train 
started to move.

I travel to my Slovak church of St. Cyril and Methodius by train. Usually I leave the mis-
sion house on Friday and stay in the parish till Monday. We have Slovak Mass each Sunday 
and every first Friday. First Sunday of the month people always fill the church at Lidcombe, 
Benediction with the Blessed Sacraments is held after the Mass. People meet in the parish 
hall after the mass. The ladies of the parish prepare always a good Slovak meal.

I feel happy in Australia because I am very useful. Besides Slovak community, I serve 
also different nationalities living in Australia. From time to time I also serve the Indonesian 
communities not only in Sydney but also in Perth, Darwin, Adelaide, Brisbane. The traveling 
is always by Air. Traveling from Sydney to Perth and Darwin takes almost five hours flying 
non-stop.

We in Australia have summer time. The weather is beautiful. I would call it in Slovak 
“babske leto” or in English “Indian Summer”. However we did not have rain for over three 
months. Everything is dry like in the desert, we have a water restriction. I can water my 
flowers only once a week. The farmers feel it most.

Next year I hope to get my vacation. But it cannot be done before Easter. There is no-
body to substitute me in my work. Yes, I hope to visit “Nova Dedina” and celebrate my 80th 
birthday as well as my fiftieth anniversary of my Ordination to the Priesthood.

And since Christmas is close I am also taking this opportunity to wish you:
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND VERY BLESSED HAPPY NEW YEAR

On Christmas day and the New Year day I will offer a special Mass for you and your 
families. 

In the Love of the New Born Savior
Always grateful padre:

Rev. Fr. Victor Stevko, SVD
199 Epping Road, EPPING 1710

Sydney, NSW, AUSTRALIA
Phone: (+612) 9869 0174

Fax: (+612) 9868 1010
Email: viktorstevko@gmail.com

❖❖❖

Slovak Radio Program 
Broadcasting in the Detroit-
Windsor Area for 17 Years

The Slovak Radio Program in Windsor, Ontario, has been airing from studios at the 
University of Windsor on CJAM, 91.5 FM since Saturday, December 16, 1989. The program 
offers a variety of Slovak music and song from all regions in Slovakia. Information relat-
ing to Slovakia’s culture, customs, traditions, and history is broadcast each Saturday from 
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m. Current events of Slovakia as well as announcements informing 
listeners of upcoming Slovak cultural and social events in the Windsor-Detroit area are also 
highlighted during the Slovak Hour.

Each year during the first week of November, CJAM has a Pledge Drive to raise money to 
offset operating expenses, which are covered by the public broadcasting system. Listeners 
are encouraged to call in during their favorite radio program and make a financial pledge. 
This year the financial goal was set for $20,000 and was reached during the final hour of 
the Drive. The Slovak Radio Program finished third highest in pledges of all the programs, 
which make up the CJAM 24/7 hours of broadcasting.

On November 24, 2006, Slovak Radio Program veteran volunteers Ladislav Bagin, Anna 
Bagin, Cyril Bagin, Dr. Michael Jacko, and Mary Boldizar Jacko attended an Appreciation Party 
at the Windsor Press Club. They were recognized by the Management of CJAM as well as 
by their peers for their outstanding solicitation efforts to benefit the CJAM financial fund.

Slovaks in the Windsor-Detroit area have been faithful listeners and support-

continued on page 13
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FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION ANNOUNCING
AVOID STOCK MARKET VOLATILITY
The FIXED RATE 6-YEAR* ANNUITY

4.5%
(APR 4.402%)

*Interest rate Guaranteed for 6 years
RATE EFFECTIVE UNTIL 3/31/2007

Our FIXED RATE 6-YEAR annuity offers you the following benefits:
• A much higher interest rate than other current low rates available
• Rate is guaranteed for 6 years. No interest rate fluctuation or changes
• The power of annuity tax deferral
• A safe, secure and competitive investment for your retirement (IRA) funds
•  Opportunity to lock-in a competitive rate for 6 years and avoid the turmoil of 

stock market volatility
The FIXED RATE 6-YEAR annuity has the following features and terms:

• Interest rate fixed for 6 years
•  10% penalty free annual withdrawal (based on contract cash value at the begin-

ning of each year)
•  6-year withdrawal penalty period: 1st year-6%, thereafter reduces 1% each year 

for next 5 years. Bank withdrawal penalties are much higher
• Not applicable to any settlement option annuity funds, or interest only 
   annuities
• Annuity withdrawal prior to age 59 ½, subject to Federal Excise Tax Penalty
• Minimum deposit $5,000
COMPARE OUR FIXED RATE 6-YEAR ANNUITY RATE 

TO YOUR LOCAL BANK RATES
DON’T DELAY, ACT NOW!

For information, contact:
FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION

6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300
P. O. Box 318013

Independence, OH 44131-8013
Call 1-800 JEDNOTA or 1-216-642-9406

Julian Seida of Branch 706 helps in the decorating.

Rev. Spitkovsky 
District 

Sponsors 
Slovak 

Christmas Tree
The Rev. John J. Spitkovsky Dis-

trict once again sponsored a Slovak 
Christmas Tree at the Museum of 
Science and Industry at Chicago 
‘in Chicago, Illinois. This is the 12th 
consecutive year the District has 
displayed its version of a Slovak 
Christmas Tree. The display ran 
from November 17, 2006 to Janu-
ary 2, 2007. Over 300,000 people 
visit this display each year. This 
year’s theme was “Dashing Thru 
the Snow”. There we0re 55 trees 
on display this year. 

Art Fayta

Slovak Radio Program 
ers of the Slovak Radio Program for the past 17 years. Hopefully they will con-
tinue this practice for many years to come. The present announcers look forward 
to passing the torch to another generation of volunteers who will be enthusiastic 
in promoting Slovakia not only to Slovaks but to all listeners of CJAM, 91.5 FM. 
Mary Boldizar Jacko, Slovak Radio Program Volunteer

continued from page 12

Recognized for their efforts in promoting Slovak Radio on CJAM are L-R: Mary Boldizar 
Jacko, Michael Jacko, Anna Bagin, Laco Bagin and Cyril Bagin.

VISIT THE FCSU’s WEBSITE
Home page at: http://www.fcsu.com

Send e-mail to the FCSU at the following address:
fcsu@aol.com

The 2006 Christmas Tree Committee.

 The 2006 Slovak Christmas Tree.
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Novoroc'ny; prâhovor prezidenta SR Ivana Gas'parovic'a  1. janua;ra 2007 v Bratislave.

FOTO TASR - Pavel Neubauer

Z novoroc'ne;ho prejavu
prezidenta SR Ivana Gas'parovic'a
Bratislava (TASR) – V za;ujme dobra obc'ana je potrebne; hl*adat* pozitâvne cesty

vo vs'etky;ch oblastiach spoloc'nosti a v za;ujme zleps'enia jeho postavenia by nemali
existovat* z'iadne barie;ry, povedal v novoroc'nom prâhovore prezident Ivan
Gas'parovic'.V prejave vyzdvihol do]lez'itost* vza;jomne;ho vzt*ahu medzi obc'anom,
s'ta;tom a rodinou. Pre dosiahnutie toho najleps'ieho v z'ivote prezident pouka;zal
na to, z'e je potrebne; hl*adat* zmier medzi ty;mi, ktorâ riadia s'ta;t. Teda medzi politikmi
bez ohl*adu na ich politicku; alebo na;boz'ensku; prâslus'nost*. Gas'parovic' pripomenul,
z'e tak, ako sa zac'al spochybn'ovat* vy;znam s'ta;tu, zac'ali sa znehodnocovat* aj funkcie
rodiny. Ako zdo]raznil, rodinu povaz'uje aj v su;c'asnosti za za;klad zdrave;ho s'ta;tu.
^^Spa;ja osobne; so spoloc'ensky;m. Lebo najdo]lez'itejs'ou sku;s'kou spol*ahlivosti
rodinne;ho za;zemia je nielen pokoj, citova; a socia;lna spriaznenost*, ale aj sta;lost* v
taky;ch hodnota;ch, ako je u;cta k z'ivotu, k jeho do]stojnosti a k spoloc'enstvu l*udâ
vo]bec.&& Prezident vyzval obc'anov, aby si 1. janua;ra den' vzniku Slovenskej
republiky uvedomili, z'e s'ta;t bol vytvoreny; preto, aby im slu;z'il a za;roven' musâ byt*
pre nich podnetny;m a z'ic'livy;m priestorom. Tento sviatok by mal byt* za;roven'
vy;zvou, aby sa l*udia v medzil*udsky;ch vzt*ahoch posunuli d*alej, k leps'iemu. ^^Od
neplodny;ch s'kriepok k vlastenectvu. Od ignorovania pra;va k u;stavnosti a
za;konnosti. Od chore;ho koristnâctva k zdravej konkurencii. Od l*ahostajnosti k
l*udske;mu u;delu smerom k humanizmu. Od bezduche;ho exhibicionizmu ku
kultu;rnosti,&& prizvukoval Gas'parovic'.

Rok 2006 vy;nimoc'ne u;spes'ny;
pre Slovensko

Bratislava (TASR) – Uplynuly; rok 2006 bol pre ekonomiku Slovenska vy;nimoc'ne
u;spes'ny;. Charakterizoval ju rekordny; rast hrube;ho doma;ceho produktu (HDP),
vy;razny; pokles nezamestnanosti, c'i koruna prekona;vaju;ca historicke; maxima; voc'i
euru aj dola;ru. Rok 2007 vs'ak mo]z'e byt* es'te leps'â, zhoduju; sa viacerâ analytici. ^^V
budu;com roku by mohla ekonomika es'te mierne zry;chlit*, na;s' odhad je 8.2≤.
Dopomo]ct* by jej k tomu mala rastu;ca vy;roba a vy;voz v automobilovom priemysle,&&
uviedol analytik Slovenskej sporitel*ne Michal Musa;k. C"âsla za posledny; s'tvrt*rok
2006 sâce es'te nie su; zna;me, podl*a neho by vs'ak tohtoroc'ny; rast HDP mohol
dosiahnut* takmer 8≤ medziroc'ny; na;rast v 3. s'tvrt*roku. ^^Je zrejme;, z'e ekonomiku
t*ahaju; investâcie firiem v do]sledku zleps'ene;ho podnikatel*ske;ho prostredia a
dostupny;ch u;verov,&& vysvetlil analytik CSOB Marek Gabris'. Ide najma/ o zahranic'ne;
investâcie v automobilovom, elektrotechnickom a stroja;rskom priemysle, doplnil
Viliam Patoprsty; z UniBanky.

Sla;vnostna; oms'a v Konkatedra;le
sv. Martina v Bratislave

Z prâlez'itosti 14. vy;roc'ia vzniku samostatnej
Slovenskej republiky

a Sviatku Bohorodic'ky Panny Ma;rie
Bratislava (TASR) – Pri prâlez'itosti

sviatku Bohorodic'ky Panny Ma;rie, 14.
vy;roc'ia vzniku samostatnej Slovenskej
republiky a vstupu do nove;ho obc'ian-
skeho roka konala sa 1. janua;ra 2007 v
Konkatedra;le sv. Martina v Bratislave
sla;vnostna; sva/ta; oms'a. Hlavny;m cele-
brantom bol arcibiskup bratislavsko-
trnavskej arcidiece;zy Ja;n Sokol. Na
u;vod sva/tej oms'e pripomenul, z'e hoci
je dnes'ok pre na;s' s'ta;t vy;znamny; den',
len ma;lokto si nan' spomenie. V ka;;zni
vyjadril tu;z'bu, aby sva/tu; oms'u l*udia
doka;zali prijat* ako osobne; stretnutie s
Bohom. Zvy;raznil potrebu poz'ehnania,
ktore; ma; dosah v bez'nom z'ivote. Je to
podl*a neho ota;zka osobnej spolupra;ce
s Boz'ou milost*ou. Je presvedc'eny;, z'e
pra;ve dnes ta;to spolupra;ca s Bohom
slabne. ^^Chy;ba na;m c'as na prehlbova-
nie vza;jomny;ch vzt*ahov a komuni-
ka;cie. Do]kazom toho je znesva/covanie
nediel a sviatkov,&& zdo]raznil. Sokol
tvrdâ, z'e do]sledkom tohto z'ivotne;ho
s'ty;lu je strach. ^^Bojâme sa, c'i na;m
neukradnu; na;s' majetok, c'i neprâdeme
o c'est* a dobre; meno alebo c'i na;m
neunesu; na;s'ho blâzkeho,&& povedal
arcibiskup. Ako naznac'il, kompetentnâ
sa snaz'ia o to, aby tomu tak nebolo.
Vs'etky opatrenia, hoci moderne; a
progresâvne, vnâma vs'ak ako nedosta-
toc'ne;. ̂ ^Ak by sa na;m po l*udskej stra;nke

podarilo odstra;nit* vs'etko utrpenie a
chudobu, nestac'ilo by to, ak by sa
nezmenilo srdce c'loveka. Oblast*
l*udskej snahy musâ âst* v spolupra;ci s
Boz'ou pomocou,&& poznamenal Sokol.
Arcibiskup je presvedc'eny; o potrebe
obnovy svedomia, pretoz'e pramen'
obnovy svedomia sa dnes zanedba;va v
rodine, s'kola;ch a aj vo verejnom z'ivote.
^^Do]sledkom toho su; vojny, bratovra-
z'edne; boje, zloba a nena;vist*. O obnovu
svedomia a zmenu srdca c'loveka sa
musâme usilovat* vs'etci. Je to poslanie
c'loveka bez rozdielu vyznania. Ale
krest*anov na prvom mieste,&& vyhla;sil
v ka;zni Sokol. Naznac'il, z'e Boh k na;m
pris'iel vo svojom synovi a tu sa na;m
ponu;ka osobny; vzt*ah. ^^Na;s' z'ivot bude
zodpovedat* nas'ej do]stojnosti, ak
doka;z'eme prijat* tu;to pravdu,&& dodal.
Sla;vnostnu; sva/tu; oms'u spolu so
Sokolom koncelebroval apos'tolsky;
nuncius Sva/tej stolice v SR Mons.
Henryk Jozef Nowacki, bratislavsky;
dekan Ja;n Forma;nek a d*als'â kn'azi. Na
za;ver arcibiskup Sokol zaz'elal prâtom-
ny;m a vs'etky;m obyvatel*om Slovenska
pokojny;, radostny; a poz'ehnany; novy;
rok, aby sa zvel*ad*ovala viera v
srdciach. Na oms'i boli prezident SR
Ivan Gas'parovic' s manz'elkou, predsta-
vitelia NR SR, vla;dy, diplomaticke;ho
zboru a d*als'â hostia.

Snâmka zo sla;vnostnej sva/tej oms'e v Konkatedra;le sv. Martina v Bratislave 1. janua;ra 2007. Uprostred arcibiskup
bratislavsko-trnavskej arcidiece;zy Ja;n Sokol.

FOTO TASR - Pavel Neubauer

Pokrac'ovanie na str. 18
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Minister obrany Frantis'ek Kas'icky; sa 19. decembra v Kosove spolu s troma c'lenmi
parlamentne;ho vy;boru pre obranu a bezpec'nost* stretol s velitel*om KFOR,
genera;lporuc'ikom Rolandom Katherom a poloz'ili veniec k pama/tnej tabuli obetiam
leteckej katastrofy AN-24. V ta;bore Sajkovac udelil minister spolu s na;c'elnâkom
genera;lneho s'ta;bu Ozbrojeny;ch sâl SR L*ubomârom Bulâkom prâslus'nâkom slovenskej
jednotky medaily NATO za sluz'bu v balka;nskej misii poc'as obdobia ju;l 2006 - janua;r
2007 a odovzdali im aj odznak vojnove;ho vetera;na. Slovenskâ vojaci dostali aj
vianoc'ny; darc'ek v podobe vystu;penia vojenske;ho folklo;rneho su;boru Ja;nos'âk.

Z novy;ch europasov sa budu; mo]ct* obc'ania SR tes'it* uz' v druhej polovici nove;ho
roka. Zaujâmavost*ou je, z'e su;c'ast*ou vnu;torny;ch stra;n bude plastova; karta so
zabudovany;m c'ipom. Ten bude zaznamena;vat* u;daje drz'itel*a europasu, pric'om
su;c'ast*ou karty bude uz' avizovana; digita;lna mapa tvare s odtlac'kami oboch
ukazova;kov. Slovensko ako prva; krajina EU: bude spÜn'at* na;roc'ne; krite;ria;, ktore; sa
onedlho stanu; nevyhnutne; pre vstup do Spojeny;ch s'ta;tov americky;ch. Verejna;
su;t*az', ktoru; vyhrala firma Hewlett Packard, vyjde dan'ovy;ch poplatnâkov pribliz'ne
tris'tvrte miliardy koru;n.

V poradâ 50. tisâce vozidlo vyrobili 20. decembra na monta;z'nej linke spoloc'nosti
PSA Peugeot Citroe/n Slovakia v Trnave. C"erveny; trojdverovy; Peugeot 207 v
s'portovej vy;bave, bol vyrobeny; na objedna;vku nemecke;ho predajcu. Se;riova; vy;roba
vozidiel sa v Trnave zac'ala v ju;ni 2006. Do konca roka sa tu v dvojzmennej
preva;dzke vyrobilo viac ako 51,000 vozidiel modelu Peugeot 207, pric'om denne
vy;robne; linky opustâ takmer 700 automobilov. Automobilka v Trnave je
technologicky najmodernejs'âm za;vodom skupiny PSA Peugeot Citroe/n.

Dvadsat*dvaroc'na; Slovenka Silvia Kova;c'ova; vyhrala v talianskej metropole Râm
su;t*az' kra;sy a zâskala titul Miss Euro;pskej u;nie. Su;t*az' uz' po tretâ raz organizoval
taliansky podnikatel* Bruno Bevilacqua. Jej prvy; roc'nâk sa uskutoc'nil v mad*arskej
Budapes'ti a minuloroc'na; su;t*az' prebehla rovnako ako tento rok v talianskom
hlavnom meste. Slovenska; blondânka sa presadila v konkurencii kra;sok z 25 krajân
u;nie. Druhe; miesto obsadila su;t*az'iaca z Belgicka a tretie z Litvy. Silvia Kova;c'ova;,
ktora; roky pracuje v modelingu, zâskala okrem ine;ho korunku z dielne francu;zskej
na;vrha;rky Sandrine Flamantovej, ktora; je vyzdobena; Swarovskeho krys'ta;lmi.
Okrem toho ju c'aka; karie;ra v talianskej televâzii, kde za svoje zmluvne; vystu;penia
zâska 30,000 eur.

Do roku 2007 si pla;nuje novoroc'ne; predsavzatia 41.1 percenta Slova;kov. Naopak,
58.9 percenta obc'anov si do roku 2007 z'iadne ciele neda;va. Vyply;va to z vy;skumu,
ktory; v decembri uskutoc'nila spoloc'nost* TN SK na vzorke 1,017 respondentov nad
15 rokov. Predsavzatia sa ty;kaju; predovs'etky;m zdravia a zdrave;ho z'ivotne;ho s'ty;lu.
Z respondentov, ktorâ si da;vaju; novoroc'ne; ciele, sa 37.8  percenta vyjadrilo, z'e by
chceli zac'at* s'portovat*, zdravo sa stravovat* c'i schudnu;t*. Skvalitnit* s'tudijne;
vy;sledky, dostat* sa na vysoku; s'kolu alebo u;spes'ne dokonc'it* s'tu;dium si do nove;ho
roku z'ela; 19.4 percenta opy;tany;ch.

Slovensky;m s'portovcom roka sa stal snoubordista Radoslav Z"idek. V ankete
s'portovy;ch redaktorov zâskal drz'itel*a prvej slovenskej medaily zo zimny;ch
olympia;d v e;re samostatnosti najviac bodov a vystriedal vlan'ajs'ieho vât*aza
Dominika Hrbate;ho.

Velitel*om misie OSN na Golansky;ch vy;s'ina;ch (UNDOF) nebude slovensky;
genera;l Milan Maxim. Minister obrany Frantis'ek Kas'icky; potvrdil, z'e centra;la OSN
v New Yorku vybrala raku;skeho genera;lmajora Wolfganga Jilkeho. Za u;spech
povaz'uje uz' to, z'e Slovensko oslovila. OSN podl*a ministra hl*adala c'loveka, ktory;
ma; nielen vojenske;, ale aj diplomaticke; sku;senosti.

Pribliz'ne 265,000 koru;;n predstavoval vy;nos z tohtoroc'ne;ho prima;torske;ho
punc'u, ktory; preda;vali osobnosti mesta v jeho historickom centre poc'as Kos'icky;ch
Vianoc. Vy;t*az'ok, takmer tri razy vys's'â ako vlani, poputuje niektory;m zo zariadenâ
socia;lnych sluz'ieb alebo detsky;m domovom. Od 5. do 23. decembra si hrejivy; na;poj
s c'eres'n'ovou prâchut*ou pris'lo ku;pit* a dobru; mys'lienku podporit* niekol*ko tisâc
Kos'ic'anov. Za predajny;m pultom bol dva razy aj staronovy; prima;tor mesta Frantis'ek
Knapâk, prezident spoloc'nosti U.S. Steel David Lohr, starostovia mestsky;ch c'astâ,
poslanci Mestske;ho zastupitel*stva, pracovnâci magistra;tu, riaditelia s'ko]l c'i s'portove;
osobnosti.

Rozpra;vanie o duchovny;ch a mora;lnych hodnota;ch krest*anstva s obc'anmi
pluralistickej a otvorenej spoloc'nosti v SR je obsahom novej knihy Ju;liusa Fila,
emeritne;ho biskupa Evanjelickej cirkvi augsburske;ho vyznania na Slovensku
(ECAV). Vys'la v tomto obdobâ pod na;zvom Prenikanie soli vo Vydavatel*stve Matice
slovenskej v Martine. Kniha ma; 215 stra;n a c'itatel* v nej na;jde u;ryvky z rozhovorov
na ro]zne te;my, ktore; J. Filo poskytol za posledny;ch 12 rokov poc'as svojho po]sobenia
vo funkcii genera;lneho biskup ECAV na Slovensku.

Area;l Slovenskej na;rodnej gale;rie (SNG) v Bratislave by sa  mal zrekons'truovat*
a modernizovat* za jednu miliardu 37 milio;nov Sk. Ciel*om je vybudovat*
multifunkc'ne; galerijne; pracovisko zodpovedaju;ce euro;pskym s'tandardom 21.
storoc'ia.  S prestavbou by sa malo zac'at* v polovici roka 2007, s ukonc'enâm sa poc'âta
koncom roku 2011.

Do histo;rie sa zapâs'e sla;venie druhe;ho vianoc'ne;ho dn'a - Sviatku Zhromaz'denia
k Presva/tej Bohorodic'ke - v Spis'skej Belej a v Kez'marku. Ra;no 26. decembra o o]smej
hodine sla;vil pres'ovsky; eparcha Ja;n Babjak, SJ archijerejsku; sva/tu; liturgiu v novom

Gre;ckokatolâckom chra;me sv. Cyrila a Metoda v Spis'skej Belej a o pol jedena;stej v
novom Gre;ckokatolâckom chra;me Narodenia Presva/tej Bohorodic'ky v Kez'marku.
V jednom i druhom chra;me sa na sla;vnostny;ch sva/ty;ch liturgia;ch zu;c'astnilo vel*ke;
mnoz'stvo veriacich.

Prezident Ivan Gas'parovic' 1. janua;ra pri prâlez'itosti 14. vy;roc' 'ia vzniku
samostatnej SR vyznamenal 18 osobnostâ slovenske;ho kultu;rneho, vedecke;ho a
spoloc'enske;ho z'ivota. Ocenenâ si prevzali najvys's'ie s'ta;tne vyznamenania v Sieni
U:stavy SR na Bratislavskom hrade. Hlava s'ta;tu v prâhovore vyzdvihla laurea;tov
pre celu; spoloc'nost*. ^^Vas'a c'inoroda; pra;ca pomohla , som presvedc'eny;, vy;znamne
nielen rozvoju oblasti, v ktory;ch po]sobite. Poma;ha cele;mu Slovensku, upevn'uje jeho
va;z'nost* vo svete, zvys'uje jeho prât*az'livost*, zviditel*n'uje jeho pozitâvny obraz,&&
skons'tatoval Gas'parovic'.

TASR a slovenske; c'asopisy

Vianoc'ny; pozdrav americky;m
Slova;kom od biskupa

Frantis'ka Tondru
Vianoc'ne; sviatky veriaci krest*ania s

radost*ou oc'aka;vaju;, lebo vedia, z'e
prâchodom Krista na svet pris'la La;ska.
Ta;to Kristova la;ska spa;ja l*udâ. Obno-
vuje rodiny, posiln'uje medzil*udske;
vzt*ahy a prina;s'a na svet taku; atmos-
fe;ru, aku; nevytvorâ z'iadne l*udske; dielo.

V tomto duchu aj ja sa spa;jam so
vs'etky;mi Slova;kmi v Amerike a pros-
trednâctvom Vas'ich novân ich vs'etky;ch
pozdravujem. Slovenske; Vianoce su;
nezabudnutel*ny;m za;z'itkom najma/ pre
ty;ch, ktorâ ich zaz'ili za detstva na
Slovensku. Viem vs'ak, z'e Slova;ci aj v
Amerike ich sla;via tak, ako doma, a z'e
Vianoce im pripomânaju; domovinu. V
duchu sme s Vami milâ Slova;ci, spojenâ
vz'dy, ale najma/ pri s'tedrovec'ernom
stole.

Prajem Va;m a vyprosujem vel*a milos-
tâ a kra;snej radosti k ty;mto vianoc'ny;m
sviatkom a vel*a Boz'ieho poz'ehnania do
Nove;ho roka 2007.

Za;roven' d*akujem redakcii za posie-
lanie novân JEDNOTA, z ktory;ch som
informovany; o Vas'om z'ivote.

Mons. Frantis'ek Tondra
spis'sky; biskup

Slova;ci maju; na u;spechy vlasti
silnejs'â pocit hrdosti

Bratislava (TASR ) – Sedemdesiat-
jeden percent obc'anov Slovenska je hr-
dy;ch na svoju vlast* a na to, c'o SR od svo-
jej samostatnosti dosiahla. Kriticky; pos-
toj k u;spechom svojej krajiny ma; pa/tina
opy;tany;ch - 23 percent. Vyply;va to z
prieskumu verejnej mienky Ins'titu;tu pre
verejne; ota;zky (IVO), ktory; pre nich
realizovala agentu;ra FOCUS na vzorke
1,040 obyvatel*ov SR od 1. do 8. novem-
bra. Iba s'est* percent respondentov
nevedelo odpovedat* na ota;zku, c'i su;
hrdâ na Slovensko a jeho u;spechy. V
roku 2003 bola na u;spechy vlasti hrda;
takmer polovica l*udâ - 49 percent,
negatâvny postoj malo 43 percent a
nevedelo odpovedat* osem percent
respondentov. Prieskum uka;zal, z'e za
posledny; rok sa rozs'âril okruh l*udâ so
silnejs'âm pocitom hrdosti takmer vo
vs'etky;ch socia;lnodemograficky;ch sku-

pina;ch a prostrediach.  Najvy;raznejs'ie
to bolo u l*udâ s vysokos'kolsky;m vzde-
lanâm (80≤), z'ivnostnâkov (84≤) a l*udâ
pracuju;cich v sluz'ba;ch (81≤). Z regio-
na;lneho pohl*adu sa hrdost* na SR zvy;-
s'ila u obyvatel*ov Z"ilinske;ho kraja (82).
O c'osi slabs'â pocit hrdosti maju; l*udia
so za;kladny;m vzdelanâm (64), neza-
mestnanâ(54) a do]chodcovia (51). Naj-
mens'â pocit hrdosti na u;spechy Sloven-
ska od vzniku SR maju; obyvatelia Tr-
navske;ho kraja (61 percent). Zmenu
badat* aj u prâvrz'encov relevantny;ch
politicky;ch stra;n. Postoje sa zmenili na
posledny; rok najma/ u l*udâ sympatizu-
ju;cich s vla;dnymi stranami - Smer-SD,
SNS a LS-HZDS. Ky;m pred rokom bola
hrdost* vy;raznejs'ia u prâvrz'encov
SDKU:-DS, Slobodne;ho fo;ra a KDH, v
su;c'asnosti su; to pra;ve vla;dne strany.

Biskup Frantis'ek Tondra
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Matic'ny; vins' Slova;kom sveta
Slovenky, Slova;ci, ctenâ ich prâbuznâ, priatelia a

sympatizanti na celom svete.
Krest*ansky; svet sa znova chysta; privâtat* Pa;na a

spoloc'ne na celej zemi Novy; rok 2007.
Tradâcia i prâslovec'na;; slovensko-slovenska; spo-

lupatric'nost* na;m dovol*uje, aby sme si i pri tejto
prâlez'itosti zavins'ovali vel*a Boz'ej priazne, rodinnej
pohody, priatel*skej atmosfe;ry a l*udskosti doma i
vs'ade medzi nami vo svete.

Matica slovenska;, najstars'ia na;rodna; ustanovi-
zen' Slova;kov cele;ho sveta, sa Va;m aj teraz prihova;ra
zo svojho krbu. Va;s'ho a na;s'ho spoloc'ne;ho Sloven-
ska, aby Va;m prejavila u;primnu; matic'nu; vd*aku za
kaz'dy; Va;s' kro]c'ik pre veci na;rodne;, duchovne; i
kultu;rne, pridala sa k vins'om i z'elaniam vs'etke;ho
dobre;ho, z'ic'live;ho, prospes'ne;ho a potes'eniahod-
ne;ho na rok 2007.

Pre na;s je to Rok slovenskej zvrchovanosti a spolupatric'nosti, rok Matic'ne;ho
svetove;ho festivalu slovenskej mla;dez'e, na ktory; uz' teraz pozy;vame slovensku;
mla;dez' sveta (1. - 7. ju;la 2007).

Nech teda Boh z'ehna; Vianociam, nove;mu roku, slovenske;mu z'ivotu a slovenskej
spolupatric'nosti kdekol*vek vo svete.

S u;ctou
Jozef Markus', v.r.

predseda Matice slovenskej

Jozef Markus'

Buduju; kultu;rnu trasu
v Banskej Bystrici

Banska; Bystrica (TASR) – Dobudovanie turistickej infras'truktu;ry a zvy;s'enie
poc'tu zahranic'ny;ch na;vs'tevnâkov v Banskej Bystrici je hlavny;m ciel*om projektu
rozvoja turistickej infras'truktu;ry Banskej Bystrice a okolia.

Na jeho realiza;ciu zâskalo mesto nena;vratny; financ'ny; prâspevok 10 milio;nov
Sk, z nich 7.895 milio;na Sk z eurofondov a 2.105 milio;na Sk zo s'ta;tneho rozpoc'tu.
Zvys'ne; na;klady uhradâ zo svojho rozpoc'tu.

Vybudovanie kultu;rnej trasy v historickom centre mesta si vyz'iada 530,000 Sk z
celkove;ho rozpoc'tu projektu rozvoja cestovne;ho ruchu (CR) v Banskej Bystrici a
okolâ takmer 13.7 milio;na Sk. V ra;mci ^^Srdca Banskej Bystrice&& oznac'ia na Na;mestâ
SNP a v Dolnej ulici 13 chra;neny;ch pamiatkovy;ch objektov viacjazyc'ny;mi tabul*ami
a popisom histo;rie kultu;rnej pamiatky.

Za;roven' v ra;mci aktivât, ktore; zahr;n'a tento projekt, vytlac'ia 10,000 kusov
viacjazyc'ny;ch broz'u;r so zna;zornenâm spomânanej trasy a popisom kaz'de;ho
historicke;ho objektu zvla;s't*. Broz'u;ry dostane zadarmo kaz'dy; navs'tevnâk mesta pod
Urpânom, budu; ich tiez' rozda;vat* na vy;stava;ch a vel*trhoch ako jednu z foriem
prezenta;cie mesta a distribuovat* v zahranic'â prostrednâctvom organiza;ciâ
propaguju;cich Slovensko a banskobystricky; regio;n.

Stanislav Bajanâk, v.r.
riaditel* Krajanske;ho mu;zea MS

Sviatok Zjavenia Pa;na - Traja kra;li
(6. janua;r)

Na Vy;chode uz' od 3. storoc'ia bol 6. janua;r sviatkom Zjavenia Pa;na (Epifa;nia).
Cirkev si v n'om pripomânala ^^tri za;zraky&&> prâchod mudrcov z Vy;chodu, Jez'is'ov
krst a jeho prvy; za;zrak v Ka;ne Galilejskej. V 4. storoc'â sa tento sviatok rozs'âril aj na
Za;pade, kde liturgia a c'âtanie kla;dli do]raz predovs'etky;m na poklonu mudrcov z
Vy;chodu. Tâto uc'enci z Perzie boli v apokryfny;ch spisoch a na;boz'ensky;ch
legenda;ch zobrazovanâ ako ^^traja kra;li&& s menami Gas'par, Melichar a Baltaza;r,
hoci evanjeliovy; za;znam tohto prâbehu (Mt 2, 1-12) o ich poc'te, kra;l*ovskej hodnosti
a mena;ch, nic' nehovorâ.

Kult ^^Troch kra;l*ov&& bol v stredoveku vel*mi rozs'âreny;. Ich u;dajne; relikvie sa
prechova;vali v Mila;ne, odkial* ich cisa;r Fridrich Barbarossa (1155-1190) odniesol
do Kolâna nad Ry;nom, kde boli uloz'ene; v katedra;le. Zjavenie Pa;na je zjavenâm Jez'is'a
Krista ako Mesia;s'a Izraela, Boz'ieho Syna a Spasitel*a sveta. Spolu s Jez'is'ovy;m
krstom v Jorda;ne a so svadbou v Ka;ne sa sla;vi poklona Jez'is'ovi zo strany ̂ ^mudrcov&&,
ktorâ pris'li z Vy;chodu. V ty;chto mudrcoch, ktorâ su; predstavitel*mi okolity;ch
pohansky;ch na;boz'enstiev, evanjelium vidâ prvotiny na;rodov, ktore; prijâmaju; dobru;
zvest* o spa;se skrze vtelenia. Prâchod mudrcov do Jeruzalema s ciel*om poklonit* sa
z'idovske;mu kra;l*ovi ukazuje, z'e v mesia;s'skom svetle Da;vidovej hviezdy hl*adaju; v
Izraeli, toho, ktory; bude kra;l*om na;rodov. Zjavenie Pa;na zvestuje, z'e vs'etky na;rody
vstupuju; do rodiny patriarchov a nadobu;daju; ^^vy;sady vyvolene;ho l*udu&&. (KKC
528)

U:tek do Egypta a povraz'denie neviniatok su; prejavom toho, ako temnoty odporuju;
svetlu> ^^Pris'iel do svojho vlastne;ho, a vlastnâ ho neprijali&& (Jn 1, 11). Cely; Kristov
z'ivot bude poznac'eny; prenasledovanâm. A jeho vlastnâ maju; na n'om podiel s nâm.
Jeho na;vrat z Egypta pripomâna exodus a predstavuje Jez'is'a ako definitâvneho
osloboditel*a. (KKC 530, 574)

Sviatok Krstu Pa;na
(7. janua;r)

Krst Jez'is'a v rieke Jorda;n je medznâkom v jeho pozemskom z'ivote, pretoz'e je
zac'iatkom jeho verejne;ho u;c'inkovania. Zaznamenali ho vs'etci traja synoptickâ
evanjelisti (Mt 3, 13-17< Mk 1,9-11< Lk 3, 21-22) a implicitne sa o n'om zmien'uje i Ja;n.
Po]vodne si ho Cirkev pripomânala (s poklonou troch mudrcov a s prvy;m Jez'is'ovy;m
za;zrakom v Ka;ne) na sviatok Zjavenia Pa;na (6. janua;ra). Od r. 1969 sa vs'ak sla;vi
osobitne, a to v nedel*u po Zjavenâ Pa;na. Ak ta;to nedel*a pripadne na 7. alebo 8.
janua;ra, sviatok sa nesla;vi - z liturgicke;ho hl*adiska sa da;va prednost* sla;veniu
nedele. Ves'perami sviatku Krstu Pa;na sa vianoc'ne; obdobie konc'â.

TK KBS

Rok 2006 vy;nimoc'ne u;spes'ny;
pre Slovensko

Vy;razny; rast ekonomiky sa priaznivo prejavuje aj na trhu pra;ce. ^^Oproti roku
2005 vy;razne klesla nezamestnanost*, c'iastoc'ne vd*aka va/c's'iemu poc'tu Slova;kov
pracuju;cich v zahranic'â, es'te do]lez'itejs'âm faktorom vs'ak bola tvorba pracovny;ch
miest na Slovensku,&& kons'tatoval Musa;k. Zvy;s'ena; migra;cia za pra;cou do
zahranic'ia je pritom podl*a Patoprste;ho zodpovedna; asi za jednu tretinu celkove;ho
rastu zamestnanosti v roku 2006.^^Rea;lne mzdy by mali slus'ne ra;st* tak v do]sledku
zvy;s'enia nomina;lnych miezd, ako aj poklesu infla;cie,&& domnieva sa Ga;bris'.

 Rok 2007 by mohol Slovensku priniest* aj vy;razne; znâz'enie deficitu obchodnej
bilancie. ^^V do]sledku na;behu novy;ch exportny;ch kapacât ako KIA, PSA Peugeot a
Getrag Ford by sa mala vy;razne zleps'it* obchodna; bilancia krajiny. ^^Nova; vla;da,
ktora; vzis'la z parlamentny;ch volieb v lete tohto roka, sa prihla;sila k prijatiu eura.
Toto rozhodnutie sa uka;zalo ako absolu;tne kl*u;c'ove; v zachovanâ stability
ekonomiky.&&

Pokrac'ovanie zo str. 20

Nove; pravidla;  pre cestuju;cich
lietadlom aj v Bratislave

Bratislava (TASR) – Letisko M. R.
S"tefa;nika - Airport Bratislava (BTS), a.
s., prijâma od 4. decembra nove; pravidla;
pre cestuju;cich pri zabezpec'ovanâ bez-
pec'nostnej kontroly. Ciel*om sprâsne-
ny;ch kontrol je zvy;s'enie ochrany
cestuju;cich pred hrozbou terorizmu.
Nove; pravidla; vyply;vaju; z nariadenia
Euro;pskej komisie (EK) vydane;ho 17.
okto;bra tohto roka. Bezpec'nostne; naria-
denie okrem opatrenia v su;vislosti s
prepravou tekutân a ge;lov v prâruc'nej
batoz'ine, ktore; letisko Bratislava prijalo
6. novembra, navrhuje tiez' zaviest* limit
maxima;lnych rozmerov prâruc'ny;ch
batoz'ân. Opatrenie obmedzuju;ce vel*-
kost* kabânovy;ch batoz'ân zac'âna platit*
na Letisku M. R. S"tefa;nika Bratislava od
4. decembra 2006. Prâruc'ne; batoz'iny,
ktore; si so sebou mo]z'u cestuju;ci zobrat*
na palubu lietadla, budu; od tohto
da;tumu limitovane; maxima;lnymi roz-
mermi 56 x 45 x 25 cm. Tieto rozmery su;
vra;tane rukova/tâ, remencov, vreciek,
koliesok a iny;ch vyc'nievaju;cich c'astâ,
ako i vra;tane obsahu batoz'iny. D"als'âm
obmedzenâm je aj stanovenie poc'tu na
jeden kus prâruc'nej batoz'iny. Vzhl*a-
dom na toto opatrenie budu; pri
detekc'nej kontrole prepravovany;ch
cestuju;cich platit* nasleduju;ce za;sady.
Cestuju;ci si mo]z'u vziat* na palubu

lietadla so sebou 1 kus prâruc'nej bato-
z'iny horeuvedeny;ch rozmerov. Ako
d*als'â kus prâruc'nej batoz'iny sa mo]z'e na
palube lietadla prepravovat* batoz'ina -
notebook, tento vs'ak musâ byt* samos-
tatne podrobeny; bezpec'nostnej kontro-
le alebo overeniu jeho funkc'nosti.
Nadrozmernu; batoz'inu musâ cestuju;ci
predloz'it* na schva;lenie pri registra;cii
pred odletom  ( pri check-in pulte) a na
samostatnu; kontrolu pri kontrolnom
bode. Okrem uvedene;ho poc'tu prâruc'-
nej batoz'iny mo]z'e mat* cestuju;ci so
sebou na palube tieto predmety urc'ene;
pre osobnu; potrebu> mala; da;mska alebo
pa;nska kabelka, kaba;t, bunda, s'a;l alebo
prikry;vka, oblekovy; vak, da;z'dnik alebo
vycha;dzkova; palica, fotoapara;t, video-
kamera, mobilny; telefo;n, d*alekohl*ad
osobny; maly; poc'âtac', sedac'ka pre diet*a
a jedlo pre diet*a na c'as letu, barly u;plne
zloz'eny; vozâk, c'âtanie na c'as letu. K
dispozâcii maju; cestuju;ci tiez' 6 stojanov,
v ktory;ch si mo]z'u zmerat* vel*kost* svojej
batoz'iny a zistit*, c'i vyhovuje stano-
veny;m obmedzeniam. V prâpade, z'e
prâruc'na; batoz'ina nevyhovuje stano-
veny;m rozmerom, je potrebne; podat* si
ju ako zapâsanu;; batoz'inu, ktora; sa
prepravuje v batoz'inovom priestore
lietadla.

Bratislava privâta predsedov
parlamentov krajân EU:

Bratislava (TASR) – Slovensko c'aka;
na budu;ci rok Konferencia predsedov
parlamentov c'lensky;ch a kandida;t-
skych krajân Euro;pskej u;nie, ktora; bude
v Bratislave od 24. do 27. ma;ja. V budove
Na;rodnej rady SR sa zâde 44 predsedov
za;konodarny;ch zborov, niektore; z
c'lensky;ch krajân maju; dvojkomorove;
parlamentne; syste;my. Akcia podl*a
predsedu NR SR Pavla Pas'ku odpre-
zentuje okrem politicky;ch te;m predov-
s'etky;m Slovensko a Bratislavu, nakol*ko
sa tu zâdu politicke; s'pic'ky z krajân EU:.

Prâprava stretnutia na najvys's'ej u;-
rovni, ktora; sa zac'ala uz' v auguste, je
mimoriadne na;roc'na;, nakol*ko treba
pripravit* technicke;, persona;lne a orga-

nizac'ne; za;zemie. Mens'ie proble;my
maju; organiza;tori so zabezpec'enâm
ubytovania na potrebnej u;rovni, nakol*-
ko Bratislava nedisponuje dostatoc'ny;m
poc'tom vhodny;ch zariadenâ. Na;klady
na celu; akciu zatial* nie su; zna;me, urc'ite
po]jde o niekol*ko milio;nov koru;n, dodal
predseda parlamentu. Konferencia
predsedov parlamentov krajân EU: pred-
stavuje najvys's'iu formu medzipar-
lamentnej spolupra;ce. Pas'ka pripome-
nul, z'e Slovensko je predsednâckou
krajinou od ju;la 2006 do ju;na 2007.
Medzi te;my konferencie patrâ naprâklad
udrz'atel*ny; rozvoj, c'i posiln'ovanie
na;rodne;ho euro;pskeho povedomia.
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Ins'titu;t rodiny v Bratislave
spomâna na Valenciu

Od skonc'enia V. Svetove;ho stretnu-
tia rodân v S"panielskej Valencii uply-
nulo pa;r mesiacov. Ako riaditel* Ins'ti-
tu;tu rodiny a spra;vca farnosti v Bra-
tislave - Du;bravke, bol som priamym
u;c'astnâkom tohto vel*kolepe;ho stretnu-
tia rodân. A preto by som sa chcel s vami
c'itatelia podelit* o moje dojmy a postrehy
z tohto podujatia, ktore;ho hlavnou
te;mou bolo pra;ve ^^odovzda;vanie viery
v rodine&&.

Ked* sa koncom roku 2005 zac'ala v
celej cirkvi intenzâvnejs'ia prâprava na
V. Svetove; stretnutie rodân vo Valencii,
mnohe; spoloc'enstva; pochopili, z'e ide
o mocnu; Boz'iu ruku, poda;vanu; na
pomoc krest*ansky;m rodina;m. Prâprava
sa totiz' odohra;vala v obdobâ, ktore; bolo
poznac'ene; ostry;mi u;tokmi na za;klady
rodiny a na l*udsky; z'ivot vo]bec. A to u
na;s na Slovensku i v ostatny;ch s'ta;toch
Euro;pskej u;nie. Pama/ta;m si na kampane
za ^^pra;vo na moz'nost* vol*by&&, za zrov-
nopra;vnenie homosexua;lnych zva/zkov
s manz'elstvom a za moz'nost* adopcie
pre take;to pa;ry. Sta;le sme svedkami
pokrac'uju;ce;ho boja za legaliza;ciu euta-
na;zie, c'i dokonca pedofilny;ch sexu-
a;lnych (zva/zkov) vzt*ahov. Paradoxne;
je, z'e pra;ve v S"panielsku hostitel*skej
krajine V. Svetove;ho stretnutia rodân sa
v posledny;ch mesiacoch schva;lili
za;kony oslabuju;ce rodinu.

Na;hoda@ Urc'ite nie. S u;z'asnou
vd*ac'nost*ou vnâmame pra;cu Ducha Sva/
te;ho, ktory; prostrednâctvom Boz'ieho
sluhu Ja;na Pavla II. uz' pred rokmi
po]sobil pri vy;bere miesta na konanie
stretnutia rodân.

Na;s' Ins'titu;t dostal es'te vo februa;ri
2006 pâsomne; pozvanie na V. Svetove;
stretnutie rodân od kardina;la Trujillu,
prezidenta pa;pez'skej rady pre rodinu.
Povaz'oval som to za prejav Boz'ieho
poz'ehnania a vel*kej do]very. Boz'ie
poz'ehnanie vidâm aj  v tom, z'e sa na;m
vo]bec podarilo tu;to pu;t* zorganizovat*,
ved* na;s' pu;tnicky; autobus bol jediny;m
z cele;ho Slovenska. Poz'ehnanie na
cestu sme dostali aj od na;s'ho
apos'tolske;ho nuncia v SR, Mons.
Henryka Jozefa Nowacke;ho a od otca
arcibiskupa Mons. Ja;na Sokola. Vyt-
vorili sme pestre;, ale kra;sne
spoloc'enstvo. Boli medzi nami
manz'elske; pa;ry z vy;chodne;ho aj
za;padne;ho Slovenska, mlada; 4-c'lenna;
rodina, ktora; tu;to pu;t* vyhrala v su;t*az'i
Lumen, jednotlivâ otcovia a matky, ktorâ
nemohli prâst* s celou rodinou, kn'azi ,
bratia zo spoloc'enstva Miles Jesu, ktorâ
pre vs'etky;ch zabezpec'ili ubytovanie v
Moncade pri Valencii, niektorâ slobodnâ
laici, ktorâ sa v nas'om ins'titu;te venuju;
pastora;cii rodân.

Nas'e spoloc'enstvo sa utuz'ilo aj
na;vs'tevou viacery;ch miest po ceste
(Turân, Lurdy, Montserrat, Mila;no)
kaz'dodenny;m spoloc'ny;m rozjâmanâm
nad Boz'âm slovom, spoloc'ny;mi sv.
oms'ami, modlitbou, spevom, ale aj
vza;jomny;mi rozhovormi. Komunika;cia
bola totiz' jednou z do]lez'ity;ch te;m nas'ej
cesty. Ved* schopnost* viest* dialo;g, je pri
odovzda;vanâ viery nevyhnutna; no a

najva/c's'âm poz'ehnanâm prirodzene
bolo, prijatie posolstva Sv. Otca. Hned*
na druhy; den' na spiatoc'nej ceste
domov, sme si es'te v autobuse stiahli z
internetu jeho prâhovory, c'âtali sme si
ich a diskutovali o nich. Kaz'de;mu z
c'itatel*ov, ktore;ho zaujâma problematika
rodiny, odporu;c'am, aby si tieto prâ-
hovory zadova;z'il a osvojoval si ich.

Jednoznac'ne vigâlia so Sv. Otcom,
ktory; svojou bezprostrednost*ou a srdec'-
nost*ou dal najavo, z'e mu vel*mi za;lez'â
na dobre rodiny, ma silne oslovila. Jeho
vy;zvy ro]znym zloz'ka;m cirkvi, aby
pracovali na obnove rodiny, beriem ako
osobne; posolstvo pre mn'a a cely; na;s'
ins'titu;t. Boli po]sobive; svedectva; rodân
z rozlic'ny;ch kontinentov, ktore; pouka-
zuju; na to, z'e v kaz'dom ku;te sveta z'iju;
jednoduche; krest*anske; rodiny a za;pa-
sia s podobny;mi proble;mami ako u na;s.
Tu;z'ia po pomoci cirkvi, po bratskom
spoloc'enstve a po tom, aby evanje-
lizovali svoje okolie. V ty;chto chvâl*ach
som osobne prez'âval vedomie u;z'asnej
spolupatric'nosti v rodine vs'eobecnej
cirkvi.

Pre na;s su; dva prâhovory Sv. Otca
Benedikta XVI., ktore; predniesol 8. a 9.
ju;la 2006, programom, ktory; by som
mohol skonkretizovat* do niekol*ky;ch
bodov>

- Uverit*, z'e obnova rodân v krest*an-
skom duchu je pre l*udstvo na zac'iatku
21. storoc'ia prioritou a rozhodnu;t* sa
pre evanjelizovanie vlastnej rodiny aj
rodân v s'irs'om spoloc'enstve cirkvi.

- Skvalitn'ovat* s'tudijny; program
^^na;uka o rodine&&, ktory; na;s' ins'titu;t
zabezpec'uje v Bratislave na detas'ova-
nom pracovisku Teologickej fakulty
Katolâckej univerzity a tak pripravovat*
kn'azov aj laikov, aby sa stali odbor-
nâkmi na pastora;ciu rodân, zvla;s't*
prehlbovat*  pozna;vanie a s'ârenie teolo;-
gie manz'elstva a rodiny Ja;na Pavla II.

- Intenzâvnejs'ie ohlasovat* radostnu;
zvest* o rodine prostrednâctvom kate-
che;z na stretnutiach v ra;mci centier
obnovy rodiny. Lebo Sv. Otec povzbu-
dzoval, aby ̂ ^rodiny neboli osamotene;,&&
v tomto duchu aj poma;hat* rodina;m
ries'it* ich konkre;tne proble;my poraden-
sky;mi a charitatâvnymi sluz'bami.

- ^^Ohlasovat* celu; pravdu o rodine&&
( to je formula;cia Sv. Otca Benedikta
XVI.) aj prostrednâctvom me;diâ.

Preto sme zac'ali pripravovat* cyklus
rela;ciâ o rodinnej problematike do ra;dia
Lumen. Na program by sa mali dostat*
uz' v tomto obdobâ.

Odkazujem va;m zna;me slova; Bo-
z'ieho sluhu Ja;na Pavla II. ^^Nebojte sa!&&
a slova; jeho na;stupcu Benedikta XVI.,
ktory; vo Valencii zdo]vodnil, prec'o sa
nemusâme ba;t*> ^^Ak manz'elia zostanu;
otvorenâ Duchu Sva/te;mu a budu; Ho
prosit* o pomoc, neprestane im udel*ovat*
la;sku Boha Otca zjavenu; v Jez'is'ovi
Kristovi. Toto je posolstvo na;deje&&.

Pozdravujem vas'e rodiny a modlâm
sa za vs'etky rodiny na Slovensku a u
va;s v USA a prajem aby sa v nich
napÜn'al kra;sny program, ktory; nac'rtol
Sv. Otec Benedikt XVI.

Ozna;menia spolkov a okresov
Scho]dze spolku sv. Antona c'. 638 IKSJ v Thunder Bay, ON, Kanada

Spolok sv. Antona c'. 638 IKSJ v Thunder Bay, Ontario oznamuje svojim c'lenom,
z'e, budu;ce  scho]dze budeme mat* v nasledovne; mesiace> 14. janua;ra 2007< 11. feb-
rua;ra 2007< Scho]dze sa uskutoc'nia v osadnej hale kostola sv. Petra hned* po sva/tej
oms'i. Prosâme vs'etky;ch nas'ich c'lenov, ako aj vas'ich priatel*ov, aby sa ty;chto scho]dz
vs'etci zu;c'astnili.

S pozdravom osta;vaju;
Corey Humenaj, predseda

Peter S"uffa;k, tajomnâk

Fas'iangova; tanec'na; za;bava
v New York City

Spolok sv. Matu;s'a c'. 45 Prvej Katolâckej Slovenskej Jednoty srdec'ne pozy;va
slovensku; verejnost* na Fas'iangovu; tanec'nu; za;bavu, ktora; sa uskutoc'nâ v sobotu
10. februa;ra 2007 o 7>00 hodine vec'er v osadnej hale Slovenske;ho kostola sv. Ja;na
Nepomucke;ho, 411 East a 66th Street, New York City. Parkovanie v New York City
je po 7>00 hodine vec'er bezplatne;. Vstupne; je ̊  25.00. V cene vstupenky je zapoc'âtane;
predjedlo, hlavne; jedlo, ka;va a kola;c'. V priebehu vec'era bude zlosovana; tombola.
Zaba;vat* va;s bude hudobna; skupina Jozefa Jura;s'iho - KONTAKTY. Tes'âme sa na
vas'u u;c'ast*.

Jozef Jura;s'i, predseda

Slovensky; ples v New Yorku
17. februa;ra 2007

Slovensko-americke; kultu;rne stredisko (SACC) v New Yorku  usporiada 15.
slovensky; ples v sobotu 17. februa;ra 2007 v New York Athletic Club, 180 Central
Park South (na rohu 59. ulice a 7. Ave.) New York, N.Y.

Toto tradic'ne; podujatie vie pritiahnut* slovensko-americku; verejnost* a za;ujemcov
nielen z New Yorku, New Jersey a Connecticut, ale aj zo s'ta;tov Pennsylva;nia a
Massachusetts. Z financ'ne;ho zisku SACC poskytuje americke; vysokos'kolske;
s'tu;dium slovensky;m s'tudentom v Trenc'âne a v Bratislave. Tento rok SACC poskytol
s'tipendium s'tyrom s'tudentom zo s'tipendijne;ho fondu Dr. Jozefa Stas'ku. Toto by
nebolo moz'ne; bez s'tedrosti a porozumenia c'lenov SACC-u  a priatel*ov. Kaz'dy;
prâspevok na tento ciel* je vâtany; a neocenitel*ny;.

Vstupne; na ples je ˚160.00 za osobu a ˚95.00 pre s'tudentov. Do tanca bude hrat*
Marek SOLTIS Orchestra. O 6. hod. bude koktail a o 7. hod. sa bude poda;vat* hlavne;
jedlo. Vy;bor plesu sa postaral o hodnotne; ceny do vy;hry, ktore; sa vylosuju; poc'as
vec'era.

Attire> black tie alebo vec'erny; oblek. Rezerva;cie> L*ubica Markovic' (212) 781-5843
a Gitka Hlavinka (201) 242 - 0214. S"eky treba vystavit* na> SACC a poslat* na tu;to
adresu> SACC, c¶o Ms. Judith Lepko, 18 Jane Drive, Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632.
Zl*avnene; parkovanie je moz'ne; na blâzkom parkovisku ICON. Ale je potrebne;, aby
u;striz'ok z parkoviska bol opec'iatkovany; pri vchode do New York Athletic Club.
Konferencierom bude zna;ma rozhlasova; osobnost* Greg Whiteside. Vy;bor oc'aka;va
reakciu do 29. janua;ra 2007.

Usporiadatelia srdec'ne pozy;vaju; slovensko-americku; pospolitost*  a priatel*ov.
Toto stretnutie je nielen za;bavne; a spoloc'enske;, ale aj na;rodno-kultu;rnym
prâspevkom do pokladnice slovensky;ch hodno]t.

Rudo L. Gregus'

V novom roku
V novom roku, v novej pu;ti,

c'erstve; zase na;deje,
oj, c'i na;s v tom novom hnutâ

la;ska Boz'ia zahreje@
O:, Pane, vola;me k Tebe,

nech sa na;m v novej velebe
Tvoj oblic'aj zaskveje!

Vyslys', vyslys' Boz'e sva/ty;,
nas'e prosby, z'iadosti,

z'ehnaj ten rok zapoc'aty;,
daruj Svojej milosti,

Ty si Pa;nom neba, zeme,
preto s vierou sa hrnieme
k tro;nu sla;vy, vec'nosti!

Z"ehnaj vs'etky pra;ce nas'e,
z'ehnaj domy, rodiny,

z'ehnaj cirkvi v kaz'dom c'ase,
viery za;klad jediny;<

zachra;n', zhromaz'd* v c'erstvom
kvete,

roztrateny; po tom svete
rod na;s' biedny, nevinny;.

Pos'li, Boz'e, z tro;nu Svojho,
hviezdu spa;sy, na;deje,
ul*av biedy l*udu mo]jho,
nech k tej sla;ve dozreje,
ktora;; tisâcroc'âm skryta;

zase v novej kra;se svita;, –
miznu; rabstva za;veje!

Boz'e, vel*ky; Hospodine,
Ty sa;m vs'etko v moci ma;s',

sklon' sa k slovenskej rodine,
Sa;m u;trapy nas'e zna;s',

o;, daj v ten rok na obzore
spatrit* du;hu, spa;sy zore,
spas l*ud Svoj, o; Boz'e na;s'!

F. J. Mos'ovsky;

Doc. ThDr. Stanislav Vojtko PhD.
Riaditel* Ins'titu;tu rodiny v Bratislave
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Slova;ci sa mnoz'ia najma/ na
severe a vy;chode krajiny

Bratislava (TASR) – Slova;kov
pribu;da najma/ na severe a vy;chode
krajiny, celkovo poc'et obyvatel*ov
Slovenska klesa;. Vyply;va to z
demografickej s'tu;die, ktorej vy;sledky
prezentovali v polovici decembra
odbornâci S"tatisticke;ho u;radu SR.
U:zemie Slovenska je z pohl*adu
demograficke;ho spra;vania sa
obyvatel*ov rozdelene; na dve c'asti -
klasicke; a moderne;. V okresoch
severne;ho a vy;chodne;ho Slovenska
maju; l*udia sko]r a viac detâ, sko]r a
viac sa soba;s'ia, ale aj sko]r umieraju;.
Naopak, v okresoch na za;pade a v
c'asti stredne;ho Slovenska
zaznamenali s'tatistici nâzku
po]rodnost*  aj u;mrtnost*, vys's'â
priemerny; vek pri prvom po]rode a

priemerne; hodnoty soba;s'nosti a
potratovosti. V su;c'asnosti
zasahuje moderny; typ zhruba
tretinu Slovenska. Tento trend vs'ak
bude podl*a analy;zy postupovat*
smerom na severovy;chod. V
obdobâ rokov 1996 az' 2005 poc'et
Slova;kov vzra;stol len o 45 tisâc
oso]b. Desat*roc'ny; prârastok je
pritom takmer rovnaky; ako
zvy;s'enie poc'tu obyvatel*stva na
Slovensku za jediny; rok v obdobâ
80-tych rokov minule;ho storoc'ia.
Analy;za d*alej potvrdila, z'e
obyvatel*stvo nas'ej krajiny starne.
Zniz'uje sa podiel detâ do 15 rokov
a mierne rastie podiel stary;ch l*udâ.
Aj tento trend sa bude v budu;cnosti
prehlbovat*.

Astronomicky; u;stav SAV
zaznamenal svetovy; u;spech

Kos'ice (TASR) – Mimoriadne zried-
kavy; astronomicky; u;kaz - forma;ciu
vy;tryskov hmoty z disku takzvanej
symbiotickej hviezdy Z And - odpo-
zorovali tento rok v spolupra;ci s
kanadsky;mi vedcami vedeckâ pracov-
nâci Astronomicke;ho u;stavu (AsU) SAV
v Tatranskej Lomnici Augustân Skopal
a Theodor Pribulla. Dostali sa ty;;m na
svetovu; s'pic'ku vo vy;skume tohto typu
hviezd. Ide o jeden z najvy;znamnejs'âch
vy;sledkov u;stavu v tomto roku, ktory; uz'
zverejnili neda;vno formou Astrono-
micke;ho kalenda;ru a vyjde o n'om c'os-
koro c'la;nok aj v prestâz'nom astrono-
mickom c'asopise The Astronomical
Journal. Ako informoval zac'iatkom
novembra na tlac'ovej konferencii v
Kos'iciach vedu;ci stelarneho oddelenia
AsU SAV Drahomâr Chochol, forma;cia
vy;tryskov hmoty je mimoriadne zried-
kavy; jav a v minulosti bol odpozoro-
vany; vo svete u iny;ch symbioticky;ch
hviezd iba dvakra;t. Objav urobili
slovenskâ astrono;movia vd*aka dlhodo-
bej pozorovacej c'innosti pri s'tu;diu
symbioticky;ch hviezd skladaju;cich sa
z chladne;ho c'ervene;ho obra a horu;ceho
bieleho trpaslâka, zvla;s't* pozorovanâm
zmien ich jasnosti d*alekohl*admi AsU

SAV v Starej Lesnej a na Skalnatom
plese.

^^Svoje zohrala aj na;hoda, z'e kolega
Pribulla bol na pracovnom pobyte v
Kanade, kde vy;trysky odpozoroval
spektroskopicky 1.88-metrovy;m d*aleko-
hl*adom Univerzity v Toronte.Ty;mto
vy;sledkom sa AsU SAV zarad*uje na
s'pic'ku svetove;ho vy;skumu symbiotic-
ky;ch hviezd,&& povedal Chochol. Podl*a
riaditel*a AsU SAV J;a;na Svorena to
svedc'â o tom, z'e dlhoroc'ny; vy;skum
zamerali spra;vnym smerom a darâ sa im
napriek zaosta;vaniu v technickom
vybavenâ. Podl*a neho by u;stav potre-
boval hlavne d*alekohl*ad na sku;manie
spektier hviezd, ktory;; stojâ pribliz'ne 120
milio;nov koru;n. Zatial* ries'ia proble;m
pobytom v zahranic'â alebo spolupra;cou
so svetovy;mi observato;riami. V ra;;mci
Euro;pskeho ty;z'dn'a vedy pripravilo
vedenie AsU ASV 8. az' 10. novembra
Noci otvoreny;ch dverâ. Ich na;vs'tev-
nâkov c'akalo naprâklad prostred-
nâctvom internetu komentovany; prenos
o oc'aka;vanom prechode plane;ty Mer-
kur cez slnec'ny; disk, pozorovania
oblohy a popula;rno-vedecke; predna;s'ky
o vy;skume vesmâru a nas'ej Slnec' 'nej
su;stavy s jej o]smimi plane;tami.

Zakonc'enie Diece;znej synody
v Kos'iciach

(Homâlia arcibiskupa Alojza Tka;c'a v Do;me sv. Alz' ;bety dn'a 25.
novembra 2006 v Kos'iciach.)

Bratia v biskupskej sluz'be, bratia kn'azi, diakoni,
rehol*nâci, rehol*nice a Bohu zasva/tene; osoby, milâ veriaci!
Srdec'ne va;s vâtam v nas'ej Kos'ickej katedra;le - v Do;me sv. Alz'bety z prâlez'itosti

zakonc'enia Diece;znej synody. Vâtam va;s, bratia biskupi zo susedny;ch,
sufraganny;ch biskupstiev> Exc. msgr. Eduarda Kojnoka, diece;zneho roz'n'avske;ho
biskupa< Msgr. Ja;na Babjaka, pres'ovske;ho eparchu< Exc. Msgr. Andreja Imricha,
pomocne;ho spis'ske;ho biskupa.

Vâtam vs'etky;ch modera;torov synoda;lnych komisiâ, c'lenov Diece;znej synody, ako
aj poradcov. A vâtam vs'etky;ch va;s bratia kn'azi, diakoni, seminaristi, Bohu zasva/-
tene; osoby i va;s, milâ veriaci.

Spoloc'ne budeme sla;vit* Eucharistiu - obetu vzda;vania vd*aky. Trojjedine;mu
Bohu d*akujeme za dve storoc'ia trvania nas'ej Kos'ickej diece;zy, resp. arcidiece;zy.
D"akujeme za vs'etky dary, ktore; Boz'â l*ud, nas'i predkovia poc'as jej trvania dostal>
za dary c'asne; i vec'ne;, hmotne; i duchovne;. A d*akujeme za pomoc, ktoru; sme od
neho dostali poc'as trvania Diece;znej synody.

Vyhla;sil som ju a konali sme ju z prâlez'itosti dveste;ho vy;roc'ia zriadenia Kos'ickej
diece;zy. Avs'ak i preto, z'e zac'alo nove;, tretie tisâcroc'ie a s nâm aj nove; situa;cie, v
ktory;ch sa Cirkev a nas'a arcidiece;za ocitaju;. - Cirkev je na Slovensku slobodna;, ale
my nesmieme tu;to slobodu nevyuz'it*< Cirkvi sa ponu;kaju; moz'nosti ohlasovat*
evanjelium, ale my nesmieme zanedbat* ani jedinu; prâlez'itost* kvalitne zvestovat*
posolstvo spa;sy< masovo-komunikac'ne; prostriedky na;s spa;jaju; so svetom a
informuju; - tieto informa;cie na;s vyzy;vaju; mat* spoluu;c'ast* na utrpenâ, chudobe a
biede nas'ich l*udsky;ch bratov a sestier - vnâmajme ich potreby.

Dnes'ny; den', den' zakonc'enia Diece;znej synody, je dn'om jej konca@ A:no, tak ako
som ju 27. novembra 2004 zaha;jil sla;vnostnou sv. oms'ou tu v katedra;le, tak ju dnes
na konci sv. oms'e zakonc'âm. Avs'ak vy;sledky pra;ce zasadanâ, s'tu;dia, na;vrhov i
doporuc'enâ - tie budu; pokrac'ovat* v budu;cnosti> poc'as viacery;ch rokov i desat*roc'â.
Ony neobsahuju; cely; obsah z'ivota nas'ej arcidiece;zy. Avs'ak budu; impulzom k
s'tu;diu a potom uplatneniu Boz'âch prika;zanâ, uc'enia II. vatika;nskeho koncilu,
Ko;dexu ka;nonicke;ho pra;va, Katechizmusu katolâckej cirkvi, taktiez' uc'enia pa;pez'ov
a vo]bec cele;ho Magiste;ria. - Symbolom budu;cnosti nas'ej arcidiece;zy i jej
z'ivotaschopnosti su; kandida;ti diakona;tu a presbytera;tu, ktory;m o kra;tku chvâl*u
udelâm kandidatu;ru.

Bratia a sestry!
V tejto chvâli nechcem a ani nemo]z'em povedat* va;m vs'etko, c'o by bolo potrebne;

povedat*. Avs'ak chcem a musâm va;m povedat*> C"aka; na;s vel*a pra;ce. Vel*a pra;ce na;s
c'aka; pri ohlasovanâ, pri posva/covanâ, pri spravovanâ. Niet miesta pre za;hal*ku, pre
povrchnost*, lenivost*.

Ohlasovanie
Hrozâ nebezpec'enstvo liberalizmu, pozitivizmu, relativizmu< je tu nebez-

pec'enstvo zo strany siekt a nekrest*ansky;ch na;boz'enstiev.
Odchod z farnosti do ine;ho prostredia za s'tu;diom alebo pra;cou vel*mi c'asto s

n'ou naru;s'a zva/zky. Prâc'inou odchodov c'asto mo]z'e byt* nevedomost*, neznalost*
pra;vd nas'ej viery, nevedomosti ty;kaju;ce sa Cirkvi a z toho vyply;vaju;ca absencia
zdrave;ho katolâckeho sebavedomia. Preto je tak potrebna; kvalitna; kateche;za
rozlic'ne;ho druhu> v rodine, v s'kole, vo farnosti... K ohlasovaniu patrâ homâlia,
predovs'etky;m nedel*na; a sviatoc'na;. Ry;chly z'ivot, na;val povinnostâ i tlak masovo-
komunikac'ny;ch prostriedkov nedovol*uje nas'im veriacim c'astejs'ie a v pokoji
uvaz'ovat* o pravda;ch viery. Preto i my biskupi a kn'azi ma;me ponu;knut* bohato
prestrety; sto]l Boz'ieho slova. Cely; liturgicky; rok - od I. adventnej nedele po sla;vnost*
Krista Kra;l*a - je sprâtomnenâm z'ivota Jez'is'a Krista, pra;vd o Boz'om z'ivote i o
prostriedkoch spa;sy. Tu je miesto ohlasovat*, z'e Jez'is' Kristus je Vykupitel* sveta...,

z'e do Boz'ieho kra;l*ovstva vstu;pime, ked* zachova;me jeho prika;zania. V homâliach
ohlasujeme - a vy, nas'i veriaci poc'ujete - z'e sv. Cirkev je rodinou Boz'ieho l*udu, kde
si ma;me navza;jom prejavovat* u;ctu, lebo od detstva z'ijeme spolu ..., a nie, z'e na
seba budeme ganit* a potupovat* sa... V homâlii poc'ujeme, z'e Cirkev, Boz'ka;
ustanovizen', je aj l*udsky;m spoloc'enstvom, spoloc'enstvom hierarchicky;m, kde
existuje povinnost* podriadit* sa, poslu;chnut*... A c'i chceme alebo nechceme v Cirkvi
su; ^^Pastores i grex - Pastieri i ovec'ky&&, predstavenâ i podriadenâ, biskupi i kn'azi a
veriaci. Ak toto budeme vediet* a akceptovat*, nebudu; proble;my. Ak toto vediet*
nebudeme alebo akceptovat* nechceme a pritom stratâme Boz'ieho a kn'azske;ho ducha,
katastrofa tak osobna; ako aj farnosti je nevyhnutna;. Ohrozenie je o to va/c's'ie, z'e je
vel*ka; a neobmedzena; sloboda. Ignorancia je prâc'inou vzdoru, revolty.

Posva/covat*
Pre osobne; posva/tenie su; na;m dane; sviatosti.
- Sme l*udia - ale i Boz'ie deti, potrebujeme krst.
- Ma;me byt* svedkami o Jez'is'ovi Kristovi - potrebujeme mu;drost* i silu Ducha
sva/te;ho, preto birmovanie.
- Sme hries'ni l*udia - potrebujeme Boz'ie milosrdenstvo, odpustenie..., preto

sviatost* zmierenia.
- Kra;c'ame do vec'nosti - potrebujeme pokrm a Chlieb z'ivota> Eucharistiu.
- Z c'asnosti prekroc'âme do vec'nosti - preto pomazanie chory;ch.
- Naplnit* zem - preto zva/zok, ktory; posva/cuje a nie spoluz'itie, ktore; degraduje,

- Manz'elstvo, rodina - domov, kam sa ra;d vraciam.
- Nadviazanie a udrz'ovanie kontaktu s Bohom - preto kn'azstvo> po zrelom

uva;z'enâ s pevny;m rozhodnutâm natrvalo prijat* za;va/zky a plnit* ich.
V priebehu rokov, es'te viac desat*roc'â c'akaju; na;s vel*ke; objavy, pokrok... Je nas'ou

u;lohou mate;riu, hmatatel*ny; svet prez'iarit* Boz'ou energiou, energiou sviatostâ,
milosti, priatel*stva s Bohom. L*udsku; dus'u zjemn'uje a zos'l*acht*uje dus'evne; fluidum>
la;ska, su;cit, empatia... Ba es'te viac to, c'o je Boz'ske;, c'o na;m Boh ponu;ka> a to su;
sviatosti. A je nas'ou u;lohou sva/to, s vel*kou vierou ich udel*ovat*. ^^Sancta sancte
tractentur!&&

Spravovat*
V obc'ianskej spoloc'nosti ako aj v cirkevnom farskom alebo diece;znom

spoloc'enstve su; rozlic'ne; stupne a katego;rie spravovania. Je potes'uju;ce, z'e v nas'ich
obciach a mesta;ch je ochota ku vza;jomnej spolupra;ci medzi obc'iansky;mi a
cirkevny;mi ins'titu;ciami. Do]vodov je viacej> Obidve katego;rie ty;chto ins'titu;ciâ si
uvedomuju;, z'e spolupra;ca je pre obidvoje vy;hodna;, prospes'na;. Je potrebna;, ak ide
o kultu;rne, historicke; artefakty, hodnoty.  Cirkev ich uchova;vala cele; sta;roc'ia a ony
zviditel*n'uju; obec alebo mesto. D"als'âm do]vodom je, z'e c'lenovia zastupitel*stiev su;
veriaci krest*ania, katolâci alebo c'estnâ, poctivâ obc'ania a obyvatelia tvoria obc'iansku;
komunitu a v nej si treba navza;jom vycha;dzat* v u;strety a pomo]ct*.

Bratia v biskupskej sluz'be, bratia kn'azi, milâ veriaci!
Nechcel som a ani som nemohol vel*a povedat*. Z"ivot je pestry;, udalosti

mnohorake;. Take; budu; nasta;vaju;ce desat*roc'ia. Dokumenty Diece;znej synody budu;
na;m poma;hat* usmern'ovat* nas'e c'iny, na;s' z'ivot vo farnostiach, v arcidiece;ze - a to
na Boz'iu sla;vu a pre dobro vs'eobecnej Cirkvi i pre nas'u spa;su.

Poklada;m si za povinnost* pod*akovat* sa vs'etky;m va;m, ktorâ ste sa pric'inili o
zdarny; priebeh Diece;znej synody. Spoloc'ne si z'ela;me, aby priniesla oc'aka;vane;
ovocie a nas'e u;silie nech Boh z'ehna;! - Amen.

Mons. Alojz Tka;c', kos'icky; arcibiskup
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C"lovek dnes potrebuje Spasitel*a
ovel*a viac ako inokedy

Pa;pez' Benedikt XVI. udelil svetu tradic'ne;
poz'ehnanie Urbi et Orbi. Z balko;na Baziliky sv. Petra
vo Vatika;ne sa pred poz'ehnanâm prihovoril
desat*tisâcom pu;tnikov z cele;ho sveta na Na;mestâ sv.
Petra, ako aj milio;nom diva;kov a poslucha;c'ov pri
televâznych obrazovka;ch, ra;dia;ch a internetovy;ch
prehliadac'och.

Pa;pez' sa vo svojom prâhovore dotkol ota;zok
spojeny;ch s potrebou c'loveka vo vzt*ahu k
Vykupitel*ovi Jez'is'ovi Kristovi. ^^Potrebuje dnes es'te
c'lovek Spasitel*a@&& – opy;tal sa Benedikt XVI. Podl*a
jeho slov dosiahol c'lovek u;spechy v oblasti vedy i komunika;cie. Rozlu;s'til l*udsky;
geno;m a zo sveta urobil globa;lne mestec'ko. Zda; sa, z'e c'lovek sa stal tvorcom
vlastne;ho osudu a nic' mu viac nestojâ v ceste. Podl*a slov pa;pez'a vs'ak v tom istom
c'ase zomieraju; l*udia od hladu a sma/du, v chudobe a opustenosti. Rasova; a
na;boz'enska; nena;vist* a diskrimina;cia zotroc'uju; c'loveka.

Benedikt XVI. sa dotkol aj konkre;tnych udalostâ vo svete. Podl*a neho je potrebne;
na Blâzkom vy;chode pokrac'ovat* v krehkom dialo;gu medzi kultu;rami a
na;boz'enstvami. Pa;pez' neobis'iel ani te;mu Iraku a zdo]raznil, z'e je potrebne; dopriat*
jeho obyvatel*om norma;lny z'ivot bez na;silia. Aj tento rok smerovala jeho vy;zva do
Africke;ho Darfu;ru, kde sta;le prebieha bratovraz'deny; boj.

Cirkev vyzval, aby opa/tovne objavovala dar, ktory; jej Boh v Spasitel*ovi priniesol.
^^On neberie nic', c'o je skutoc'ne l*udske;. On to napÜn'a, Kristus pricha;dza znic'it* iba
zlo a hriech.&& – povedal doslova Benedikt XVI. vo svojom prâhovore.

Vs'etky;ch zu;c'astneny;ch vyzval, aby otvorili srdce Spasitel*ovi, ktory; pris'iel. Po
prâhovore udelil Benedikt XVI. svoje tradic'ne; poz'ehnanie mestu a svetu ^^Urbi et
Orbi&& spojene; s plnomocny;mi odpustkami  v 62 jazykoch sveta.

TK KBS

Pa;pez' Benedikt XVI
FOTO TASR¶EPA

Matica slovenska; otvorila
Jozefânsku kniz'nicu

Bratislava (TASR) – Novozriadenu; Jozefânsku kniz'nicu Krajanske;ho mu;zea
Matice slovenskej (MS) 20. decembra sla;vnostne otvorili v bratislavskom sâdle MS.
Je pomenovana; podl*a americkej Slovenky Jozefâne Durkechovej - Dolanovej (1922-
2004), ktora; v testamente odka;zala financ'ny; dar MS na tento u;c'el. Kniz'nica okrem
archâvnych matic'ny;ch periodâk, publika;ciâ a iny;ch dokumentov bude aj spojenâm
Slova;kov na celom svete. ^^Zaloz'âme v nej internetove; noviny a od Troch kra;l*ov
bude kniz'nica k dispozâcii verejnosti,&& potvrdil riaditel* Krajanske;ho mu;zea MS
Stanislav Bajanâk. Otvorernie kniz'nice bolo su;c'ast*ou sla;vnostne;ho zasadnutia
vy;boru MS, na ktorom odmenili vy;znamny;ch matic'iarov. Steny kniz'nice zdobia
pestrofarebne; obrazy zo svetozna;mej slovenskej komunity v Kovac'ici. Okrem vy;stav
bude by;valy; balko;n kina Mier slu;z'it* kultu;rnym podujatiam semina;rom a iny;m
stretnutiam matic'iarov.

Medzina;rodny; festival vianoc'ny;ch
zvykov na Orave

Dolny; Kubân (TASR) – Medzi-
na;rodny; festival vianoc'ny;ch zvykov a
remesiel nazvany; Visegradske Vianoce
sa uz' po tretâ raz uskutoc'nâ v regio;ne
Oravy. Od 9. do 12. decembra budu; sa
na n'om prezentovat* folklo;rne su;bory,
skupiny, l*udovâ remeselnâci zo Sloven-
ska, C"eskej republiky, Mad*arska, Slo-
vinska a Chorva;tska. Su;c'ast*ou festi-
valovej ponuky budu; jarmok l*udovy;ch
remesiel, tvorive; dielne i vy;stava.
Visegradske  Vianoce otvorâ 9. decembra
v Mestskom kultu;rnom stredisku v
Dolnom Kubâne zvykoslovny; sce;nicky;
program. Predstavâ l*udove; hudby,
su;bory a skupiny z Oravy, Podpolania
a hostia z Pol*ska a C"eskej republiky.
Program festivalu bude pokrac'ovat* v
nedel*u 10. decembra v Za;zrivej via-
noc'ny;m pa;smom detâ i dospely;ch zo
Za;zrivej, Z"iliny, Martina, Milowky a
Uherske;ho Brodu. Posledne; dva festiva-

love; dni sa budu; niest* v Mestskom
kultu;rnom stredisku v Dolnom Kubâne
v znamenâ l*udovy;ch remesiel. Medzi-
na;rodny; jarmok spojeny; s tvorivy;mi
dieln'ami zac'ne v obidva dni a pre-
zentovat* sa na n'om bude viac ako
tridsat* remeselnâkov z troch s'ta;tov.
Zaujmu; s'perka;ri, sviec'ka;ri, drota;ri,
keramika;ri, maliari, c'ipka;ri, rezba;ri,
medovnika;ri i ostatnâ tvorcovia. Su;c'as-
t*ou festivalu Visegradske Vianoce je i
medzina;rodna; vy;tvarna; su;t*az' Vianoc'-
na; pohl*adnica. V tomto roku do nej
poslalo svoje pra;ce vys'e 3,000 detâ zo
s'iestich euro;pskych s'ta;tov. Vianoce
organizuje OOS s podporou Z"ilinske;ho
samospra;vneho kraja, mesta Dolny;
Kubân, obce Za;zriva; i zahranic'ny;ch
partnerov a je su;c'ast*ou projektu
podporene;ho Euro;pskymi spoloc'en-
stvami.

Slovenskâ stredos'kola;ci zâskali
v zahranic'â 44 medailâ

Bratislava (TASR) – Slovenskâ stredos'kola;ci zâskali v uplynulom roku na
medzina;rodny;ch predmetovy;ch olympia;dach a su;t*az'iach jednu zlatu;, 16
strieborny;ch a 18 bronzovy;ch medailâ. Z medzina;rodny;ch s'portovy;ch su;t*az'â
priniesli s'tudenti slovensky;ch stredny;ch a za;kladny;ch s'ko]l tri zlate; a 6 bronzovy;ch
kovov. Za;stupcovia Ministerstva s'kolstva SR koncom novembra u;spes'ny;ch
s'tudentov odmenili vecny;mi darmi. Zlatu; medailu zâskal na medzina;rodnej
olympia;de v matematike Ondrej Budac' z gymna;zi B.S. Timravy v Luc'enci. Prve;
miesto na Gymnazia;de v Gre;cku vybojovali Alexandra S"t*ukova; z Gymna;zia 1. ma;ja
v Malacka;ch v behu na 400 metrov a Toma;s' Ondrejko zo s'portove;ho gymna;zia na
Triede SNP v Banskej Bystrici v skoku o z'rdi. Branislav  Iro zo Za;kladnej s'koly Ores'ie
v Pezinku priniesol zlato zo svetove;ho s'ampiona;tu v orientanc'nom behu. Najviac
cien zâskal Ja;n Mikula;s' z gymna;zia B.S. Timravy v Luc'enci, ktory; obsadil stupen'
vât*azov na troch medzina;rodny;ch su;t*az'iach v matematike a informatike. S"tudenti
bratislavsky;ch s'ko]l priviezli zo zahranic'ia najviac vavrânov. Vybojovali celkom 12
medailâ, z toho sedem zâskali z'iaci Gymna;zia Juraja Hronca na Novohradskej ulici.

Den' s mys'lienkou
^^C"lovek rastie oc'aka;vanâm. Vel*ke; na;deje vychova;vaju; vel*ke; postavy. A

my sa pripravujeme na prâchod same;ho Boha!&&
Ja;n Chryzostom Korec

^^Pri jaslic'ka;ch hl*adajme svoje osobne; vnu;torne; oslobodenie od vs'etke;ho
zla a zlovo]le. Betlehemske; Diet*a udel*uje svoj pokoj pra;ve l*ud*om, dobrej
vo]le.&&

^^Snaz' sa povzniest* k Bohu a Boh sa postara; o tvoje veci.&&
Josef Hlouch

^^Nie je to pra;ve hystericky; nepokoj su;c'asne;ho sveta, ktory; hovorâ o tom,
ako vel*mi sa tento svet vzd*al*uje od jaslâ vianoc'ne;ho Diet*at*a@&&

Milan Ru;fus

^^C"âm s'tedrejs'â si k Bohu, ty;m va/c's'mi objavujes' jeho vel*kodus'nost* k tebe.&&
Sv. Igna;c z Loyoly

^^Mierou, ako rastie v tebe la;ska, rastie aj tvoja kra;sa, lebo la;ska je kra;sou
dus'e.&&

Sv. Augustân

^^Pravy; pokrok c'loveka je v sebazapieranâ. Preto nie je malic'kost* zapriet*
sa aj vo veciach celkom maly;ch.&&

Toma;s' Kempensky;

^^Netreba sa stra;cat* v mnohy;ch slova;ch. Stac'â povedat*> Pane, ako ty
chces'!&&

Sv. Maka;rius

^^Va/c's'ina l*udâ sa domnieva, z'e la;ska znamena; byt* milovany; namiesto
milovat*.&&

Erich Fromm

Male; mnoz'stvo alkoholu
predÜz'i z'ivot

Striedme pitie predlz'uje z'ivot, ky;m
privel*a alkoholu ho mo]z'e skra;tit*. Tu;to
staru; pravdu potvrdili talianski vedci
na za;klade vy;skumu. Vy;skum Talianov
zhrnul u;daje z 34 s'tu;diâ na viac ako
milio;ne l*udâ a 94,000 prâpadoch u;mrtâ.
Nevel*ke; mnoz'stvo alkoholu, v prâpade
muz'ov ide najviac o s'tyri poha;re (v
prâpade vâna) c'i poha;riky (destila;ty)
denne a u z'ien dva, zniz'uje riziko z
ake;hokol*vek do]vodu az' o 18 percent. Ak
vs'ak konzumenti prekroc'ia tu;to hra-
nicu ^^veci sa radika;lne menia&&, tvrdâ
vedu;ci s'tu;die Augusto di Castelnuovo
z Katolâckej univerzity v Campobasso.

Ked* muz'i vypiju; viac ako s'tyri
jednotky alkoholu denne a z'eny
nezostanu; pri dvoch, nielenz'e stratia
ochranu poskytovanu; alkoholom, ale
riziko smrti sa es'te zvy;s'i. Rozdielny
metabolizmus z'ien a muz'ov pri kon-
zuma;cii alkoholu je do]vodom, prec'o
muz'i mo]z'u vypit* az' s'tyri jednotky, ale
z'eny stratia ochranu uz' po dvoch.

Po rovnakom mnoz'stve vypite;ho

alkoholu maju; z'eny vys's'iu hladinu
alkoholu v krvi ako muz'i. V prâpade, z'e
vypiju; viac ako dva poha;re c'i s'tam-
perlâky denne, zvys'uje sa riziko
ochorenâ pec'ene a urc'ity;ch typov
rakoviny. Vy;sledky vy;skumu teda
potvrdili nebezpec'enstvo alkoholic-
ky;ch excesov.

Podl*a slov di Castelnuovu by t*az'kâ
pijani nutne mali konzuma;ciu alkoholu
znâz'it*, ale kto pravidelne popâja male;
mnoz'stva;, mal by pokrac'ovat*. Osobitne
dobry;m spo]sobom pitia su; male;
mnoz'stva; poc'as jedla.

^^Je to osobitna; c'rta die;ty Stredozem-
ne;ho mora, ked* je alkohol - a v prvom
rade vân - idea;lnym partnerom obeda
alebo vec'ere, ale zvys'ok dn'a musâ byt*
absolu;tne bez alkoholu,&& vysvetlil dok-
tor di Castelnuovo a dodal, z'e alkohol
mo]z'e byt* res'pektovany;m host*om na
nas'om stole, ale ma; to byt* v su;lade so
zdravy;m z'ivotny;m s'ty;lom a ins'piro-
vane; kvalitou - nie kvantitou.

TASR
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Katolâcka cirkev v 20. storoc'â na
Slovensku a vo svete

S kra;tkym prehl*adom cirkevny;ch dejân do roku 1900
Frantis'ek Vnuk

Bratislava> Nove; mesto, 2006, 383 stra;n ±32 stra;n farebna; obrazova;
prâloha, Cena 380 Sk

Historik Frantis'ek Vnuk (•1926), autor vys'e dvoch desiatok vy;znamny;ch
monografiâ o kl*u;c'ovy;ch udalostiach a osobnostiach slovensky;ch dejân,
publikovany;ch zva/c's'a v exile, kde prez'il va/c's'iu c'ast* svojho z'ivota, pri prâlez'itosti
svojich osemdesiatân, da;va do ru;k slovensky;ch c'itatel*ov na Slovensku i v zahranic'â
jedinec'nu; monografiu Katolâcka cirkev v dvadsiatom storoc'â na Slovensku a vo svete.

Po kra;tkom prehl*ade dejân Katolâckej cirkvi do roku 1900 v celosvetovom meradle,
na pozadâ udalostâ 20. storoc'ia kreslâ osudy katolâkov na Slovensku. Pred zrakom
c'itatel*a defiluju; vy;znamne; i zdanlivo menej do]lez'ite; udalosti, ktore; poznac'ili dejiny
Boz'ieho l*udu na Slovensku v uplynuly;ch sto rokoch, ktore; uzavreli druhe; tisâcroc''ie.

Prva; c'ast* poda;va historicky; vy;voj Katolâckej cirkvi od apos'tolsky;ch c'ias do konca
19. storoc'ia (Prve; tri storoc'ia krest*anskej e;ry, Od Kons'tantâna do pa;du
Za;padorâmskej râs'e, Cirkev v 6. az' 10. a 11. az' 15. storoc'â. Protestantska; reforma;cia
a katolâcka reforma, Cirkev pod u;tokmi osvietenstva, absolutizmu a Francu;zskej
revolu;cie, Katolâcka cirkev v bu;rkach 19. storoc'ia).

Druha; c'ast* poda;va z'ivy; obraz o Katolâckej cirkvi na Slovensku na pozadâ udalostâ
20. storoc'ia. V kapitole Cirkev, svet a Slovensko v rokoch 1900 -1939 sa c'itatel* dozvie
ako vyzerala Euro;pa na prahu 20. storoc'ia, priblâz'i si 1. svetovu; vojnu a jej na;sledky,
pontifika;ty Benedikta XV., Pia XI. a postavenie slovensky;ch katolâkov v prvej C"esko-
Slovenskej republike. Podnetne; su; state o organiza;cii Katolâckej cirkvi a vzt*ahoch
c'esko-slovenske;ho s'ta;tu so Sva/tou stolicou i o rozvoji slovenske;ho katolicizmu v
rokoch 1918-1938.

V kapitole Cirkev poc'as druhej svetovej vojny (1939 - 1945) autor osvetl*uje rolu
Pia XII. v 2. svetovej vojne, Slovensku; republiku ako krest*ansky; s'ta;t, jej vzt*ahy s
Vatika;nom, analyzuje poloz'enie Z"idov na Slovensku v rokoch 1939 - 1945,
augustove; povstanie 1944 a za;nik prvej Slovenskej republiky.

Nasleduju; kapitoly> Povojnovy; svet a Katolâcka cirkev o prieniku komunizmu
do srdca Euro;py a protina;boz'enskom boji, o postavenâ Katolâckej cirkvi na
Slovensku po r. 1945 a zvla;s't* po komunistickom puc'i vo ^^vât*aznom februa;ri&& 1948.
Autor mapuje proticirkevne; opatrenia v rokoch 1949 - 1950, proticirkevne;
za;konodarstvo, likvida;ciu reholâ, dekapita;ciu slovenskej hierarchie, aktivity tzv.
vlastenecky;ch kn'azov a umlc'anu; Cirkev na Slovensku v rokoch 1956 - 1969.

Kapitola Cirkev v predvec'er II. vatika;nskeho koncilu a poc'as neho zobrazuje
pontifika;ty Pia XII., Ja;na XXIII. a Pavla VI.

Za;verec'na; kapitola Cirkev po II. vatika;nskom koncile rozobera; niektore; c'rty
pokoncilove;ho vy;voja, o i. vatika;nsku Ostpolitik, Katolâcku cirkev na Slovensku
poc'as normaliza;cie, zriadenie slovenskej cirkevnej provincie, pontifika;t Ja;na Pavla
II. a jeho prânos pre su;c'asnu; Katolâcku cirkev. Pa;d komunizmu, slovensky;
katolicizmus po pa;de totality r. 1989, americky; katolicizmus v 20. storoc'â katolâcki
Slova;ci v zahranic'â, Katolâcka cirkev na rozhranâ dvoch tisâcroc'â su; za;verec'ny;mi
te;mami tejto syntetickej pra;ce, ktora; je v slovenskej historiografii priekopnâcka.

Monografiu Katolâcka cirkev v dvadsiatom storoc'â na Slovensku a vo svete dopÜn'a
bohata; obrazova; a dokumenta;rna prâloha, ktoru; zostavil akad. mal. Ladislav Vanc'o,
chronologicky; prehl*ad do]lez'ity;ch udalostâ, zoznam pa;pez'ov, protipa;pez'ov,
ekumenicky;ch koncilov, mapy zna;zorn'uju;ce u;zemnu; organiza;ciu Katolâckej cirkvi
na Slovensku v roku 2000, na;boz'enske; rozvrstvenie sveta a bohata; literatu;ra.

Tu;to jedinec'nu; knihu o dejina;ch Katolâckej cirkvi v dvadsiatom storoc'â na
Slovensku a vo svete z pera historika Frantis'ka Vnuka moz'no odporu;c'at* do la;skavej
pozornosti kaz'de;ho c'itatel*a, veriaceho i neveriaceho - na za;ver s'kolske;ho roka je
ta;to kniha ako vhodny; dar, pretoz'e ta;to monografia je uz'itoc'nou prâruc'kou pre
forma;ciu nielen teologickej odbornosti, ale aj prehÜbenie la;sky k Bohu, k Cirkvi a
slovenske;mu na;rodu, ktory; vari nikdy vo svojej histo;rii nepotreboval dobry;ch,
vzdelany;ch a verny;ch laikov tak, ako ho potrebuje pra;ve dnes, ked* sa Slovensko
dosta;va opa/t* do spa;rov materialisticke;ho ateizmu.

Vd*aka autorovi za to, z'e knihu napâsal, ty;z'dennâku Kanadsky; Slova;k, z'e nas''iel
pa;r priatel*ov, ktorâ na knihu prispeli svojimi nel*ahko zarobeny;mi 2,000.00 dola;rmi,
vydavatel*stvu Nove; mesto za odvahu knihu vydat* a last but not least aj prof.
Jozefovi Rydlovi, ktory; knihu redakc'ne pripravil a akad. mal. Ladislavovi Vanc'ovi
za excelentnu; farebnu; prâlohu (32 stra;n a 132 obra;zkov). Slovenska; verejnost*
dosta;va knihu do ru;k pra;ve vtedy, ked* si jej po]vodca v tichosti pripomâna svoje 80.
narodeniny.

(Tu;to knihu si moz'no objednat* aj v redakcii Slova;ka v Amerike za ˚18.00 vra;tane
pos'tovne;ho a balenia).

Jozef M. Rydlo

Slovensko na summite NATO
Bratislava (TASR) – Summit Severoatlantickej aliancie v Rige spreva;dzala aj

vy;stava prostriedkov pre boj proti terorizmu. Slovensko na vy;stave prezentovalo
roboticky; prostriedok Scorpio 3 ROV (Remotely operated vihicle) na odhal*ovanie a
znes'kodn'ovanie na;straz'nych vy;bus'ny;ch syste;mov. Ide o dial*kovo riadene; pa;sove
tere;nne vozidlo maly;ch rozmerov vybavene; vodny;m delom alebo manipulac'ny;m
ramenom. Moz'no ho ovla;dat* do vzdialenosti sto metrov vo vol*nej prârode i v meste.
Pouz'âva ho arma;da a polâcia na monitorovanie hromadny;ch dopravny;ch
prostriedkov (autobusy, vlaky, lietadla;). Bol vyvinuty; spoloc'nost*ou ZTS Vy;skumno-
vy;vojovy; u;stav Kos'ice a jeho kons'trukc'ny; princâp je autorsky; chra;neny;.

Z"iadosti o neprist*ahovalecke;
vâzum do USA treba podat*

elektronicky
Bratislava (TASR) – Za;ujemcovia o

vs'etky typy neprist*ahovalecky;ch vâz do
USA musia svoje z'iadosti poda;vat*
elektronicky. Informovalo o tom  Vel*vy-
slanectvo USA v Bratislave. Od 1.
novembra USA celosvetovo zjednocuju;
postup pri poda;vanâ z'iadosti o vâza.
Z"iadatelia o turisticke;, s'tudentske; a
vs'etky ostatne; typy neprist*ahovalec-
ky;ch vâz musia elektronicku; formu
z'iadosti o vâzum (EVAF) na internete,
vytlac'it* vs'etky vyplnene; strany for-
mula;ra a priniest* ich na pohovor.
Elektronicka; z'iadost* EVAF umoz'n'uje
efektâvnejs'ie spracovanie z'iadosti.
Predstavuje u;sporu c'asu pri zada;vanâ
u;dajov na vâzovom oddelenâ a zame-
dzuje chyba;m. Iba z'iadatelia v skutoc'ne
naliehavy;ch prâpadoch sa nemusia
podrobit* tejto poz'iadavke, pâs'e sa v
spra;ve vel*vyslanectva USA.

Ministerstvo zahranic'ny;ch vecâ USA
ma; bohate; pozitâvne sku;senosti s ty;mto

postupom. Pri poda;vanâ z'iadosti do
programu prist*ahovalecky;ch vâz sa
elektronicka; z'iadost* celosvetovo pou-
z'âva od roku 2003. Ministerstvo zahra-
nic'ny;ch vecâ USA zistilo, z'e takmer
kaz'dy; mal prâstup k internetu, c'i uz' u
prâbuzny;ch, v internetovej kaviarni
alebo v kniz'nici. Mnohe; americke;
vel*vyslanectva;, dokonca aj v rozvo-
jovy;ch krajina;ch, dosta;vaju; uz' dnes 80
percent a viac z'iadostâ o neprist*ahova-
lecke; vâza vo forme EVAF. Formula;r
umoz'nâ z'iadatel*om vyplnenie na
ktoromkol*vek poc'âtac'i pripojenom na
internet. Forma;t a ota;zky su; totoz'ne; s
papierovou verziou su;c'asne;ho formu-
la;ra z'iadosti o neprist*ahovalecke; vâzum
DS-156. Formula;r EVAF bol pripraveny;
tak, aby sa zabezpec'ila ochrana u;dajov
vo vyplnenej z'iadosti. Milio;ny z'iada-
tel*ov vo svete uz' preverili jeho bez-
pec'nost* a spol*ahlivost*, pâs'e sa v spra;ve
vel*vyslanectva USA v Bratislave.

Budes' o tom hovorit*
svojim det*om

Doc. ThDr. Stanislav Vojtko PhD.

^^Prve; obdobie na;boz'enskej vy;chovy
sa zac'âna es'te pred narodenâm diet*at*a.
Zna;ma za;sada ^nikto neda;, c'o sa;m
nema;& prinu;ti rodic'ov, aby si najprv oni
vybudovali spra;vny vzt*ah k Bohu, k
Cirkvi a k svetu. Toto u;silie sa urc'ite
pozitâvne prejavâ aj na ich vza;jomnom
vzt*ahu a na atmosfe;re v celej rodine, c'o
je vel*mi potrebne;, lebo diet*a uz' od
prvy;ch mesiacov svojho z'ivota citlivo
vnâma rodinne; ovzdus'ie, v ktorom z'ije
a vyrasta;.

Kde je rodinne; ovzdus'ie plne; la;sky,
radosti, pokoja, zhovievavosti, dobroty,
vernosti, zdrz'anlivosti, tam podl*a sv.
Pavla (Gal 5,22) preby;va Boz'â Duch, a
to je prvy; predpoklad na;boz'enskej
vy;chovy.

D"als'âm predpokladom je spra;vna
systematicka; vy;chova. Uz' aj urc'ity;
poriadok a pravidelnost* v jedenâ a

odpoc'inku hned* po narodenâ poma;ha
diet*at*u spozna;vat*, z'e niec'omu sa treba
prispo]sobit*. Preto nie je spra;vne, ked* sa
rodic'ia skla;n'aju;, nad diet*at*om na
kaz'de; zaplakanie a ked* mu spÜn'aju;
vs'etko, c'o si vyma;ha.

V prvy;ch troch rokoch sa diet*a
zoznamuje s okolity;m svetom a hlboko
vnâma aj svojich rodic'ov. Najma/ v tomto
obdobâ je potrebne;, aby deti mali v
rodic'och dobry; prâklad, lebo ich budu;
napodobn'ovat* nielen v dobrom, ale aj
v zlom. Pre diet*a je s't*astâm, ak na;jde u
svojich rodic'ov taku; la;sku a silu, ktore;
budu; pren' obrazom Boz'ej moci a
la;sky.&&

(U:ryvok z pra;ce doc. ThDr. Stanislava
Vojtku, PhD. - Budes' o tom hovorit* svojim
det*om I., druhe; vydanie, Spolok sv.
Vojtecha, Trnava 1997).

Walesania v Detve prezentovali
model zâskavania eurofondov

Zvolen (TASR) – Servisny; syste;m
podpory regio;nov z euro;pskych fondov
tak, ako funguje vo Walese,
prezentovali neda;vno v Detve a na
hrade Modry; Kamen' predstavitelia
waleskych nezis-kovy;ch organiza;ciâ.
Ich poslucha;c'mi boli za;stupcovia
slovensky;ch samo-spra;v a
mimovla;dnych organiza;ciâ. ^^Takmer
vs'etky obce na Slovensku dnes
pripravuju; projektove; za;mery pre
s'truktura;lne fondy v pla;novacom obdo-
bâ 2007 az' 2013,&& uviedol vy;konny;
riaditel* zdruz'enia Priatelia Zeme -
CEPA Juraj Zamkovsky;. Financ'na;
na;roc'nost* na ich prâpravu vs'ak neu;-
nosne zat*az'uje obecne; rozpoc'ty a
mens'âm obciam zdroje na spolufinan-
covanie projektov. Obrovska; konkuren-
cia im neda;va vel*ke; s'ance na u;spech a
tak mnohe; z nich hl*adaju; vy;chodisko
v aktâvnom lobingu na ministerstva;ch.
Obce v ra;mci regio;nov zva/c's'a nespolu-

pracuju;, postupuju; nekoordinovane a
mrhaju; vlastny;mi kapacitami, finan-
c'ny;mi i l*udsky;mi. ^^Su; krajiny, od
ktory;ch sa ma;me c'o uc'it*,&& uviedol d*alej
Zamkovsky;. Jednou z nich je Wales.
Priatelia Zeme - CEPA uz' v okto;bri 2005
pozvali za;stupcov regiona;lnej samo-
spra;vy a neziskove;ho sektoru z Walesu,
aby prezentovali prâklady vyuz'âvania
s'truktura;lnych fondov v zaosta;va-
ju;cich regio;noch a niektore; uka;z'ky
ins'piruju;cich projektov z ich krajiny.
Tieto stretnutia sa uskutoc'nili v Kos'i-
ciach a Banskej Bystrici. Vo Walese sa
totiz' uz' niekol*ko rokov z verejny;ch
fondov financuju; ins'titu;cie, ktory;ch
ciel*om je otva;rat* vidieckym oblastiam,
ekonomicky zaosta;vaju;cim regio;nom a
marginalizovany;m skupina;m prâstup k
s'truktura;lnym fondom EU:. Pri ich
prâprave aj realiza;cii zohra;vaju; do]le-
z'itu; ; u;lohu regio;ny, samospra;vy a
mimovla;dne organiza;cie.


