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President's 2020 Christmas Message
Veselé Vianoce! Stastlivy Novy Rok!
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year!

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dear Mem-
bers and Friends,

As | write this message, | am thinking
about the Sunday Slovak

pray the arrival of vaccines in late 2020 or
early 2021 will prove effective.

We again learn how fragile life can be and
how inter-connected humanity

Mass | had just listened to
from St. John Nepomucene in
New York City, broadcast on
TV Lux.

| remember the many years
that the Mass was said only in
Latin, and how now it is said
in many languages. Some
things are gained while some
are lost, some things change,
a few remain the same. How-

really is.

Hopefully, we can resolve
our differences and focus on
what unites us as humans
rather than what divides us
and together work on those
issues that people consider
fundamental.

Our Society, the First Cath-
olic Slovak Union recognizes
Natural Law and the teachings

ever, no matter the temporal
changes the fundamental fact
is that we are all mortal.

We as Catholic Christians believe that
Jesus Christ is Our Savior and we will look
forward to be with him and the Trinity in Eter-
nity.

We look back on 2020 as a year of tre-
mendous change, fear and also hope. The
year started with great prospects for the
world economy in general. Then early in
2020 the COVID virus appeared seemingly
out of nowhere. Many thousands were sick-
ened and thousands died around the world
and the United States. Some interpret this
as a punishment from God.

Whether or not this is the case, it has
added to many peoples’ misery and fear. We

Andrew M. Rajec

of the Catholic Church in our
operation and we pray that
God guides our efforts to serve the temporal
needs, and to the extent we can, the spiritual
needs of our Members.

2020 and the Corona Virus has impacted
our Society, including several of our Home
Office Team being affected, along with the
impact on our Branches and Districts.

Fortunately, our financial results through
the third quarter 2020 continue to show new

continued on page 3
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Narodil sa Kristus Pan, veselme sa!
Christ the Lord is Born, Let Us Rejoice!
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Insights and Viewpoints

St. Vincent Archabbey — Homily, Father Edward Mazich, 0.S.B., Father Killian Loch, 0.S.B.

14 - The Nativity of the Lord — Midnight Mass
- December 25, 2020

This Christmas eve the source of hope
we have all been living on has arrived with
our commemoration of the birth of our Lord
Jesus in the humble manger in Bethlehem.
The creator of time is born in time; the one
who fashioned the universe becomes part
of it. As we conclude a year unlike any
other in living memory we give thanks for
the blessings that can be found amid our

recent struggles, and we look ahead with great hope to a new year

to come.

Turning to the scriptures for Christmas midnight mass we dis-
cover that in the long history of God'’s journey with his people we
are far from alone in having come through a time of adversity, and
that we have good reason to hope in the future. The first indication of confidence comes from
the prophet Isaiah, whose words are often read during the Advent season. Today we hear:
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwelt in the
land of gloom a light has shone...For a child is born to us, a son is given us...They name him
Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:1, 5).

Isaiah spoke these words at a time of deep trouble in the history of Israel, when the people
were under almost constant threat from a series of wars and the hardships that always ac-
company war. Eventually the northern part of the Kingdom of Israel collapsed, but even then
Isaiah had faith in the Lord and urged others to do the same. Over many years his fidelity
would be rewarded and proven true with the return of Israel from exile, but an even greater
fulfillment awaited—the birth of Christ.

We find that fulfillment recognized and proclaimed in the second reading, from the seldom
heard Letter of Titus: “The grace of God has appeared, saving all and training us to reject
godless ways and worldly desires and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age.”
Titus was an early leader in the Church on the island of Crete, and his joy over the coming
of Christ is clear, as is the hope it brings, from his words: “as we await the blessed hope, the
appearance of the glory of our great God and savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:11-13). As Titus
lived in Christ-centered hope amid adversity and persecution in his era, so too we can find
the strength to do the same through our faith in Jesus.

Finally, in the beautiful Gospel reading from Saint Luke we are reminded of the source
of our hope as we hear the angel announce: “Today in the city of David a savior has been
born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was a multitude of
the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests™ (Luke 2:11-14).

Truly, “his favor rests” on us. Christmas is the time when we remember that even through
the greatest hardships God never abandons his people—not in the time of Isaiah, Titus,
and Luke, nor in our own day. As we celebrate the birth of the Christ child this year may we
remember the Lord’s fidelity to us and allow the hope that springs from it to carry us through
the challenges and joys of the year to come.

NEWSPAPER DEADLINES

All copy is due by 4:30 P.M., THE MONDAY OF THE WEEK BEFORE THE IS-
SUE DATE, unless otherwise stated below because of special holiday sched-
uling. Copy that is not received by this deadline will not necessarily appear
in the following Wednesday’s issue.

Issue Date

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 13
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 10 MONDAY, FEB. 1
WEDNESDAY, MAR. 10 MONDAY, MAR. 1

Correspondents who are announcing events should allow ample time
for them to be received by the readership, taking into account the publi-
cation schedule and the extra time in the postal system.

Send all copy (English AND Slovak) to:

Teresa Ivanec, Editor; fcsulifeeditor@gmail.com

First Catholic Slovak Union, Attention “JEDNOTA”

6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300, Independence, OH 44131-2398
FAX: 216-642-4310

Fr. Edward Mazich,
0.S.B.

Copy Date
MONDAY, JAN. 4

December 27th 2020 - Feast of the Holy Family

The celebration of the Holy Family is the Sunday after Christmas
and is one that puts the birth of Jesus into an important context for
us. When God sent his Son he did not mysteriously appear out of
nowhere, nor did he drop down to earth from Heaven. Jesus is the
second person of the Blessed Trinity, the Word of God which is the
creating power of God. In Genesis we are told that in the beginning
when God created, he did so by speaking, “let there be..." In the
Prologue of John’s Gospel we hear that “the Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us.” God himself, the second person
of the Trinity, is the Divine Word, who took on flesh and was born
into the world just like those who he came to re-create. We have
just celebrated his birth to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, and
today we celebrate how they truly were a family.

Although it's just been two days since we celebrated Christ's
birth, the Gospel has us move forward forty days and tells of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph bringing Jesus to the Temple for their purification. While at the temple they
are approached by a man named Simeon who is described as righteous and devout, and
to whom “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before
he had seen the Christ of the Lord.” He is drawn to Jesus and prays that now he can die for
God's word had been fulfilled. Another person who is drawn to Jesus is a woman, Anna,
who is described as a prophetess. She “gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to
all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.” Both were moved by the Holy Spirit to
realize that Jesus was the Son of God, and to bless Mary who gave birth to this child, and
Joseph who was entrusted with their care.

The Feast of the Holy Family reminds us that this family, comprised of Mary, who was con-
ceived and remained without sin, Joseph, the model of faith and justice, and Jesus, fully hu-
man and fully divine, were indeed human. Other than the accounts of Jesus’ birth, the flight
into Egypt and later when Jesus is lost in the Temple, there is little said about the Holy Fam-
ily. There are numerous depictions of the Holy Family, most of which present Jesus as an
infant in Mary’s or Joseph's arms, or a child standing with them. My favorite one is not seen
too often and is referred to as the Happy Death of Joseph. It depicts Joseph on his death
bed with Jesus standing near his head and blessing him, while Mary looked on. Joseph,
patron of a Happy Death and what could be better than having Jesus at your death bed?

This Feast of the Holy Family presents us with two important reminders that can help us in
our faith. The first is that Jesus, Mary and Joseph were the Holy Family, but not the perfect
family. Like all families they had their difficult moments. They were homeless at the birth,
refugees for fear of Herod, and worried because they couldn't find the twelve-year-old Je-
sus. We should not hesitate to prayerfully take our own family situations to the Holy Family
knowing that they understand. The second point is that each family is called to be a Holy
Family. We are called to follow the example of the Holy Family and grow in holiness and
unconditional love for one another.

Fr. Killian Loch,
0.S.B.
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Message from the President

continued from page 1

records in assets and surplus. Our Society is strong.

We have survived and thrived for 130 years with the guidance of Our Lord.

| want to thank our dedicated Home Office personnel and all our Members, Recommend-
ers and agents for their work and support.

Together we will survive this pandemic and look toward the future.

Christmas may look a little different this year with the impact on our Churches and family
gatherings.

We look forward to and are planning for 2021. Make your family a “Jednota Family”.

In closing, on behalf of our Board of Directors, our Home Office staff and the Rajec fam-
ily, I wish you all Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. We also remember and offer
prayers for all of our deceased Members and for all Members who are ill and for those who
are in physical or spiritual need.

[ would like to close with words in Slovak “Narodil sa Kristus Pan, Veselme sa”.

Christ is Born, Let Us Rejoice.

Andrew M. Rajec
National President

Christmas Message from the
National Chaplain

The way we are celebrating Christmas this year is much differ-
ent from the way we celebrated last year, or for that matter, any
other year. Living with COVID-19 will do that. Certain phrases
that twelve months ago were just that, certain phrases, are now
imperatives that are enforced by people in all walks of life. We
know these phrases by heart: Socially distance yourself, wear a
mask, wash your hands and use a hand sanitizer, stay safe, listen
to science.

Scripture tells us that on the night of Our Lord’s birth, an angel

of the Lord appeared to the shepherds in Bethlehem. “Do not be
afraid,” said the angel. “I proclaim to you good news of great joy
that will be for all people. ...[A] savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.”

The Savior was born to be a light to people who walk in darkness. He was born to give
people hope. The Savior was born to show people what it means to love. He was born to
bring all peoples to himself. The Savior was born to suffer and die for the sins of humanity
and to rise from the dead on the third day. He was born to reveal to all people the promise
of eternal life.

The birth of our Savior can cause us to look at those coronavirus prevention imperatives
in a new and different light. We can transform them into prayers to the newborn Savior.

“Socially distance yourself” can become “O Jesus, keep me away from the Evil One.”

“Wear a mask” can become “O Jesus, let me see your face.”

“Wash your hands and use a hand sanitizer” can become “O Jesus, cleanse my heart
and my lips.”

“Stay safe” can become “O Jesus, come to my assistance.”

-~ “Listen to science” can become “O Jesus, you have the words of everlasting life.”
' God bless you and your families now and throughout the New Year. You will be
remembered in my Christmas Masses.
Merry Christmas!

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta

Fr. Thomas Nasta, National Chaplain

Christmas Greetings from the
National Vice President

May the wonder of that first Christmas, the joy of God's abun-
dant blessings, and the peace of Jesus' presence be with you and
your family always. My hope is that the spirit of Christmas shines
in your heart and lights your path!

Let us not forget the true meaning of Christmas, which is the
hirth of the Holy Christ Child, who brought new faith and hope to
all the world.

Just as the wise men gave gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
to the infant Jesus, so should we give gifts....gifts of love, com-
passion, and understanding to

our children and loved ones.

< May this Christmas bring many graces and heavenly
)+ gifts to you and to all those dear to your hearts.
On behalf of my family and myself, | will pray that the peace of Christ and His
holy love be with you and your loved ones this Christmas season.
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr. National Vice President

Andrew R. Harcar Sr.
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Christmas Greetings from the
Executive Secretary

This year, we are all approaching the Christmas season quite
differently than in seasons past. Less hustle and bustle, more
care in our interactions with our family, friends, and associates.
My prayer is that in the extra quiet this unprecedented year brings
us, we allow the true spirit of Christmas to envelope us with the
wonder and joy that still comes with the birth of our Savior. On
behalf of my wife Theresa and my family, | extend our wish for

God's blessings to you and yours this Christmas. May you
) stay safe and well, and may this Holy season be filled with
the light and peace of Christ’s love.

Merry Christmas, Veselé Vianoce. Kenneth A. Arendt

Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary

Christmas Message from the
National Treasurer

As we start the season of Advent and prepare ourselves for the
holiest time of the year, the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, let
each of us practice being kinder, more understanding, helpful and
grateful. During the Christmas Holidays let each of us take the time
to reflect on these virtues, the true meaning of Christmas and what
the birth of our Savior Christ Jesus was to the world.

We as Slovaks celebrate our Christmas Eve dinner (Stedry
Vecer) as a special time filled with rich traditions, special foods,
family and friends. As we gather around our tables to rejoice and
give thanks for the birth of our Lord, please take the time to be
grateful for our families, prayer for each other’s continued health
and for the opportunity it gives each of us to be able to celebrate
and share this special time with each other.

Also, as we always do, we thank our Almighty Lord for the blessing he has bestowed upon
us and continue to shower his blessing on us all, watch over our loved ones in the Armed

~ Forces, protect them and bring them home safely.
During the Christmas Season, my wife Cathy and I, and the entire Matta Family
extend to all of you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Happy
New Year.

VESELE VIANOCNE SVIATKY A STASTLIVY NOVY ROK
George F. Matta Il, National Treasurer

LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Tony Rossi, Director of Communications, The Christophers

Loving the Neighbor You Hate

When she was anchoring the early morning news in Dallas during the 1980s, Peggy Wehmeyer went
to bed at 8:00 p.m. because she had to get up at 2:30 a.m. But one thing stood between her and a good
night's sleep: her neighbor’s dog barking loudly outside every evening. Peggy’s hatred for the canine and
its owner grew so bad that she and her husband filed a noise complaint with the city, which led to bad
blood with her neighbor. The case was scheduled to go to court on December 24th.

When Peggy’s in-laws arrived for a visit a few days before Christmas, she asked their opinion. Writing
in the Washington Post, she recalled her father-in-law saying, “If you're going to be a follower of Jesus,
you'll love your enemy, not sue her.” Her father-in-law, a former prisoner of war in Japan, had forgiven his
captors, so she took his words seriously. Peggy reluctantly knocked on her neighbor's door. The woman,
who Peggy dubs “Laura,” answered and resentfully asked, “What do you want?" Peggy responded, “I'm
sorry I've ramped up this conflict by taking you to court on Christmas Eve. | don’t want to fight anymore. If
there’s anything | can do to be a better neighbor, I hope you'll let me know.”

Initially, Peggy felt humiliated. “But as | watched the surprise register on my neighbor’s face,” she
wrote, “something else happened in me. | felt lighter, freer, released from an ugly burden...I glanced past
her shoulder into her cluttered living room where a toddler sat coloring. My rage inexplicably gave way to
compassion.”

That compassion grew a few weeks later when Laura ran out of grocery money for herself and her
daughter, Kassie. She asked Peggy if she could borrow a few dollars to tide them over. Peggy lent
Laura $20—and received it back a few days later. More importantly, the two women began talking more
frequently—and the dog even stopped barking! “I came to know Laura as a bright and kind woman with
a warm smile,” wrote Peggy. “I learned that she had been deeply wounded and that she struggled with
mental illness, much like my own mother. She told me she had one friend, and it was me.”

Peggy and Laura remained neighbors for seven years, until they moved to different parts of town and
lost touch. But in 2019, Peggy received a message from Kassie notifying her that Laura was near death in
the hospital. Peggy asked if she could visit her, and Kassie responded, “Yes, please come. You were her
only friend.” When Peggy arrived, Kassie revealed that Laura had attempted suicide due to her depres-
sion. Laura was unconscious, but Peggy told her, “You're not alone. | love you. God loves you.” Peggy
then read Laura some Bible verses.

Peggy recalled, “As she died, Laura handed me a bittersweet gift. Years before we met, my mother,
who also battled depression, had taken her life in the same way...I couldn’t get to her in time to say good-
bye. I never got to stroke my mother’s hair or remind her that she was loved. Now, a woman | once called
my enemy was freeing me from that long-held regret and sorrow.”

Laura died that night, but Peggy learned a lesson about reversing “the tide of hatred and revenge that
is tearing this country apart. Maybe it will have to start with us, walking across the driveways that divide
us and knocking on a door.”

George F. Matta Il
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FCSU 2020 Christmas Coloring
Contest for Kids

A

PRIZES
Winners in each Region and age group will receive the
following:
1** Place — $25.00 Gift Card
2" Place - $15.00 Gift Card
3 Place - $10.00 Gift Card

RULES

1. Each age group is assigned a certain picture:
4 — 6 year olds — picture A
7 — 9 year olds — picture B
10 — 12 year olds — picture C

2. Enlarged reproductions of picture A, B, or C will be
disqualified.

3. Pictures may be reproduced for families with more than
one child in a particular age group.

4. Children MUST be members in good standing of the
FCSU in order to be eligible for prizes.

5. Entries without a branch number filled in will be

disqualified.
6. Your child’s completed entry form & colored Child’s Name: Age:
icture must be postmarked by December 31, 2020. )
P P Y Certificate Number:
7. Mail to: . X
Kevin Collins Branch Number: (MUST be filled in)

Director 628 Heather . .
Brite Cr. Apopka, FL. City, State,Zip:
32712

Phone Number:
Email Address:

I |
I |
I |
I |
I |
Fraternal Activities : Street Address: :
I I
I |
I |
I |
I |

Please submit this form with your child’s entry by December 31, 2020
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FCSU 2020 Chrvistimas Calovirg Carlest
fox Ll Those Young at Heavt

Color the image below and submit according to instructions

RULES
1. This contest is for all those
Young At Heart Members:

You must be 55+ to enter

2. Enlarged reproductions of the
picture will be disqualified.

3. You MUST be a member in
good standing of the FCSU in
order to be eligible for a prize.

4. Entries without a branch
number filled in will be
disqualified.

5 Your completed entry form with
colored picture must be postmarked by
December 31, 2020

6. Mail to:
Kevin Collins
Fraternal Activities Director
628 Heather Brite Cr.
Apopka, Fl. 32712

PRIZES

Winners in each Region will receive
the following:

15t Place —$50 Gift Card
2nd Place —$35 Gift Card
3rd Place —$25 Gift Card

Name: Age:
Certificate Number: Branch Number:
(MUST be filled in)

City, State, Zip:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

I
I
I
I
I
: Street Address:
I
I
I
I
I
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Chief EIf aka FCSU Fraternal
Activities Director Kevin
Collins says: Don’t miss these
deadlines — or the ones on
pages 4 & 5!

FCSU Christmas Tree
Decorating Contest 2020

It's been a difficult year. Lots of events have had to be cancelled
or put on hold. But one thing remains the same ...

Christmas is on the way!

This season is the perfect time to show off a bit, have some fun,
and share with other members how you get ready for this glorious
holiday with your beautifully decorated Christmas tree.

Snap a digital picture of it, include the necessary info and ...
Merry Christmas!

You'll be entered in our All-new FCSU Christmas Tree Decorating
Contest —and you might just win!

CONTEST RULES:

1. You enter by emailing a digital picture of your decorated Christmas tree with each member who
helped decorate it next to the tree AND a recent copy of the Jednota Newspaper in the picture
to the FCSU Fraternal Activities Director Kevin Collins at: Kevinfcsu@autlook.com.

2. Everyone in the photo must be a member. You must include your name (s), address, and branch
number(s) in the body of the email with your digital photo. Please see the box below for a
checklist of the information needed to constitute a qualified entry.

3. The preferred format for your digital photo is jpeg; pdfs can be accepted.

4. You may decorate your Christmas tree any way you choose. Consider including some
decorations with special meaning, to your Slovak heritage, your FCSU district or branch, or your
family. Have fun; be creative!

5. Deadline to enter is Thursday December 31, 2020. The email with your digital photo and entry
information (see below) must be time dated by midnight of the deadline day.

6. Contest winners will be posted on the FCSU website and published in Jednota.

PRIZE LEVELS:

* FIRST PRIZE - $100 * SECOND PRIZE - $50 * THIRD PRIZE - $25

Info that MUST be submitted in your emailed entry along with your digital Decorated Christmas Tree photo:

*Your Name (5): please list the full names of all the members in your photo next to your tree

* A recent copy of the Jednota newspaper must be in the photo as well

in the photo (if different from yours)

*Your Street Address: please include your main mailing address where you would like your prize mailed

*Your Branch Number: you MUST include your branch number and the branch number of all the people |
Please include City, State, Zip |

*  Phone Number :please also include a number where you can be reached if questions

Reminder For All Branches

Among the requirements to comEIete in ordler to qualify for your branch stipend, under

BXIaw Section 14. RULES GOVERNING LOCAL BRANCHES, is the following:
14.01 General Rules _ .

) Branch and district meetings must be held in the close proximity of the hub of
its members. The meetlnPs shall be held at least semiannually, one of which
must be for the elections or officers, who shall assume their duties upon election.
Notice of each of these meetings shall be published in the Official Organ at
least thirty (30) days in advance of such meeting.

by
b,y
b,y
I

N
ST
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FCSU'’s First-Ever

We know like a lot of us,
you're probably not going
too many places this
Christmas season. But
that’s no reason to mothball
your favorite ugly Christmas
sweater!

Come on. We know you

have one (or two) really ugly

sweaters from Christmases
past tucked into the back of your closet. So dig it out, put it on, snap a picture, and email it to the FCSU
Fraternal Activities Director and ...

You'll be entered in our First-ever FCSU Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest. May the ugliest sweater win!
CONTEST RULES:

1. You enter by emailing a digital picture of you and/or fellow members dressed in the ugliest
Christmas sweater you own WITH a recent copy of the Jednota Newspaper in the picture to the FCSU
Fraternal Activities Director Kevin Collins at: Kevinfcsu@outlook.com.

2. Individual in the photo must be a member. You must include your name, address, and branch
number in the body of the email with your digital photo. Please see the box below for a checklist of the
information needed to constitute a qualified entry.

3. The preferred format for your digital photo is jpeg; pdfs can be accepted.

4. Deadline to enter is Thursday December 31, 2020. The email with your digital photo and entry
information (see below) must be time dated by midnight of the deadline day.

5. Contest winners will be posted on the FCSU website and published in Jednota.

PRIZE LEVELS:

* FIRST PRIZE — $100 * SECOND PRIZE - $50 * THIRD PRIZE - $25 (prizes awarded in 3 categories:
age 15 & Younger; age 16 — 39; age 40 & Better)

Info that MUST be submitted in your emailed entry along with your digital Ugly
Christmas Sweater photo:

Your Name: please list the full name of the member in your photo

A recent copy of the Jednota newspaper must be in the photo as well

Please indicate the category you are entering: under 15, age 16-39, or over 40
You MUST include your branch number.

Your Street Address: please include your main mailing address where you
would like your prize mailed. Please include City, State, Zip

*  Phone Number :please also include a number where you can be reached if
questions

* ¥ X % *

From the Desk of the Executive
Secretary — Holiday Hours

The Home Office will be closed
Thursday, December 24 —Friday, De-
cember 25, 2020, in observance of
the Christmas holiday.

The Home Office will be closed Fri-
day, January 1, 2021 in observance
of New Year’s Day.
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Immigrant Sisters of SS Cyril & Methodius

It is no secret that immigrants have provided our nation with a strong and blessed support.
Our Sisters who emigrated from central Europe have contributed mightily not only by their spiri-
tual presence but also by the works they have performed in convents, parishes, schools, hospi-
tals, homes for the elderly and by their very presence which has brought joy and comfort to all
with whom they came into contact.

If my calculations are correct, fifty-one Sisters have come to the U. S. to live fruitful lives and
to minister to people who always proved to be thankful for their presence.

| am certain you will enjoy the biographical sketch of the next Sister in the series, Sister M.
Festina. It is so joyful and heartwarming. It captures the spirit of the immigrant who happily
gave the gift of her endeavors to her adopted land. Although she must have experienced trials
and uncertainty, she met them with courage and endurance. Let us thank God for the lives and
the gifts these Sisters contributed to their new home. They are shining examples of their love
of God and neighbor. May their memory continue to give us joy and inspiration.

- Sister Bernadette Marie Ondus, SSCM

Sister M. Festina

In the 100th Anniversary book there are photos of the Sis-
ters, many of them smiling. When | see Sister Festina’s pho-
to, | break out into a smile, too. Why is hers a bit different from
the others? ['ll tell you—she looks out at me with such GLEE
that | can’t help but return her smile with a smile of my own.

Mary Benko was born on September 24, 1912, the first of
six children. She was baptized in Mihalovce, Slovakia, and
even in her youth aspired to become a Sister. At about age
12 she saw nuns for the first time, but because they were
cloistered, she did not speak to them. She realized also that
she could not join them because the dowry was prohibitive.
God had other plans, however. She would become a Sister
in another country.

In 1929, when she was 17, her parents immigrated to June-
dale, PA, for better work opportunities. They joined St. Jo-

seph Church in Hazleton to preserve their faith and Slovak culture. There she met the Sisters
of Saints Cyril and Methodius who taught at St. Joseph School. She seemed to connect with
Sister Geraldine who was rather young. She and Sister Juliana helped Mary learn English.

The superior at the time was Sister Dominica in whom she confided her desire to become a
Sister. At first Mary was a bit perturbed because she thought that she could not become a Sister
because she hadn't continued her formal education. Sister Dominica assured her that was not
the case and asked the pastor, Father Kroner, to write a letter of recommendation as was the
custom. After making the other necessary preparations, she was able to enter the congregation.
It turned out that the same Sister Dominica became directress of novices.

She and another postulant from Hazleton had bouts of homesickness. One day she and
Sophie were cleaning potatoes and the church bells rang. The thought of the church bells at
home brought tears to their eyes because they were reminded of the bells back home, one in
Slovakia and the other here in the U. S.

During the two years in the novitiate Sister Festina learned a great deal. She had always
marveled at how hard the Sisters worked. Now she could emulate them as she worked in the
laundry and the kitchen, sweeping sidewalks and raking leaves on the Villa grounds. She her-
self was always dedicated to the tasks at hand.

After becoming a professed Sister, she cooked for the Sisters and the orphans for three
years at Jednota and six years at the Academy for the Sisters and the students. It gave Sister

Festina pleasure when young people praised her cooking

and baking. She liked to be missioned to convents with

“junior Sisters,” those newly professed, who possessed

“dobru chut’(“a good appetite”). She took the opportunity,

therefore, to introduce Slovak recipes. Sister Festina was

missioned to convents in Pennsylvania, Shamokin, Mount

Carmel, Nanticoke and Pittston. She spent twelve years in

both Wilkes-Barre and Hazleton. Sister also served from

1949 to 1952 in the Midwest, in Whiting, Indiana. It was

while in Whiting that Sister became a naturalized citizen in

Hammond, IN, on July 18, 1950. The Sisters in all our mis-

sion homes knew they were very fortunate to have Sister

Festina as a “house Sister.” She made delectable Slovak

dishes, lokSa, pirohy, studzenina, and bandurkove halusky.

Early in life Sister Festina was interested in making
crafts.  Once when she was in occupational therapy at
Geisinger Medical Center, she made a Nativity sun catcher
plaque. When she learned that Sister Paracleta had the
plaque adorning her windows for two Christmases, she was
delighted

Sister Festina found joy in doing hidden things, things
no one knew about. Her work as “a house Sister” enabled her to be united with Jesus every
moment of the day. Between chores she had the opportunity to pray before the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Her only comfort, she said, was the peace she felt in His presence. Her favorite prayers
were the Rosary and novenas to the Blessed Mother, St. Joseph and the Sacred Heart.

One of the special occasions in her life was the 25th Jubilee Mass celebrated at Holy Trinity
Church Hazleton with family and Sisters present. She remembers also the dedication of the
altar in honor of our Mother of Sorrows at the National Shrine in Washington, D. C. in 1965. In
September 1996, Bishop Tondra of SpiSska Nova Ves paid the Sisters a visit. Sister Festina
must have had a conversation with him because it is recorded that she made it quite clear that
she was not from the northern section of the country as he was but rather “from the far Eastern

Sister Festina in “the old
habit” in the novitiate kitchen,
preparing a hearty meal for
the hard-working novices.

border of Slovakia and the Ukraine, from Petrovce.”

The Sisters stationed with her in Bayonne, New Jersey, recall that she was a loyal supporter
of the Mets and called them “her boysiks.” It seems that the Mets played formidable opponents.
In her eyes they were up against men larger and more powerful. Thus her name for them,
boySiks.

One day when she was in Berwick a package came for the superior, Sister Lucy. On it was
the word “polish.” Sister ran directly over to school to deliver the package to Sister Lucy be-
cause she thought it came from POLAND. Perhaps the Sisters were a bit amused, but at the
same time could not help commend her for her quick reaction to what she considered important.

During her retirement at Maria Hall she experienced God’s peace “v kaplicke (in the chapel)
and in my cell. RuZeniec mam vzdy v ruke.” (| always have the Rosary in my hand.”) Sister
enjoyed speaking Slovak and passing on Slovak lore.  Asked what she did all day, she replied,
“| pray and cry.” Sister liked being united with the Sisters on closed circuit TV but also minded
not being able to go to the chapel. She offered her prayers and her pain for vocations. Her sav-
ing sense of humor enabled her to get through the difficult times.

Sister Paracleta told us that Sister Festina had a predilection for caring for the sick though
this possibility never came to fruition. It is safe to say, however, that what Sister Festina accom-
plished in her lifetime was enough to merit the glorious rewards of eternity. Sister died on August
22, 1998, and her funeral was on the 25th, the 66th year of her reception as a novice when
she became Sister Festina. The 25th of each month has special significance also because the
Sisters renew their vows privately on that day. Her life on earth was completed and the joys of
eternity had begun.

Recipes
From
Sister

Festina

Cheese Cake

Y cup sugar

4 cups cottage cheese

6 eggs, separated

1 cup sweet cream

3 T. flour

Put cheese through sieve; add butter, yolks and then rest of ingredients. Mix well. Beat egg
whites stiff and add to cheese. Bake at 300 degrees for one hour.

French Rhubarb Pie

Pastry for 9-inch pie (e.g., refrigerated pie dough)

2 T. flour, 1/3 cup sugar and 3 t. lemon peel

Roll out 2/3 of pastry and fit into pie plate. Trim to a one-inch overhang. Combine flour, sugar
and lemon peel. Sprinkle on bottom of crust.

Cut rhubarb into one-inch pieces to make 5 cups. Arrange the rhubarb on the lemon peel
mixture on the pie crust.

Mix the following until well-blended:
2 egg yolks

2/3 cup sugar

2T. flour

2 T. lemon juice

A pinch of salt

Y, t. almond flavoring

Final ingredients:
2 egg whites
3 T. coarse sugar

Beat egg whites stiff but not dry; fold into yolk mixture. Pour over rhubarb. Roll rest of pastry
and trimmings into a rectangle (9x11). Cut into nine strips. Place five across pie in one direc-
tion and weave the rest across to form triangles. Sprinkle top with the 3 T. sugar. Bake at 450
degrees for 15 minutes and then at 350 degrees for 15-20 minutes, or until crust is browned.

Shoo-fly Pie
Believe it or not, we have the original recipe for Wet Shoo-fly Pie written in Sister Festina’s
own handwriting. Here it is:

Sift together: 1 cup flour
1/2 cup sugar
Cutin: | ¥ tablespoons butter
Mix together:
Y% cup Blue Label Karo
Y2 cup boiling water
Y teaspoon soda

Place the Karo mixture in an unbaked pie shell and top with all but 2 tablespoons crumbs.
Bake at 375 degrees for 15 minutes. Then at 350 degrees for 30 minutes more. Top with
remaining crumbs.

Note; Sisters Catherine Ann Morris and Sara tried their hand at Sister’s recipe. Sister Cath-
erine Ann told us that she “used a 9-inch pie plate and Pillsbury refrigerated crust.” She added
“Most probably the prepared crust sold in the freezer section already in a tinfoil pie pan world
work as well; don't buy the ‘deep dish’ version. Of course, you can always make your own pie
crust.”
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- News From Slovakia

Prezidentka Caputovd Ziada dostojna
spomienku na November ‘89

Bratislava 16. novembra (TASR) - Prezidentka Zuzana Caputova v prejave, ktory pred-
niesla v predvecer vyroCia neznej revollcie vo verejnopravnej RTVS, poziadala o jej pripo-
menutie spdsobom hodnym étosu Novembra '89, a to ako ddstojnej oslavy znovu ziskanej
slobody a demokracie alebo ako prejav vdaky vSetkym, ktori sa o fiu pricinili.

V suéasnosti vidi prilezitost uvedomit' si, ze sloboda méZe mat' hranice aj v demokracii.
Poukéazala na potrebu doCasne obmedzit niektoré prava a slobody z dévodu ochrany zdra-
via. Prezidentka vyzvala na sudrZnost a vyjadrila nadej, ktora vyplyva z najnovsich dajov
0 rozsireni koronavirusu, Ze dokaZzeme pandémiu dostat pod kontrolu.

,November '89 bol spojeny s tuzbou po slobode. Dnes vSak vidime a mame prileZitost
plne si uvedomit, ze sloboda mdze mat svoje hranice aj v demokracii. Slovensko, ako aj
dalSie krajiny, v su¢asnosti zaZivaju situaciu, v ktorej je nevyhnutné do¢asne obmedzit nase
prava a slobody, aby sme chranili dalSie dolezité hodnoty, najma zivot a zdravie, “uviedla
Caputova s tym, Ze je to nova skisenost a Ze sa s tym mame vyrovnat. Zdéraznila po-
solstvo 17. novembra a uviedla, Ze v stc¢asnosti prezivame rovnaky test ako vtedy, ktory
si vyzaduje, aby sme zo seba dostali to najlepSie a zvladli to rovnako, ako pred 31 rokmi.

Hlava Statu v suvislosti s vyro¢im vyzvala politikov na zdrZanlivy a adekvatny pristup.
Ludia podla nej nesml mat pocit, ze by mali svojim spravanim preukazovat svoju ob¢iansku
poslusnost, ale Ze Cast svojich prav a slobdd prenasaju na vyssi ciel, v primeranom &ase
a v potrebnom rozsahu. Inak si neuvedomia rozdiel medzi neslobodou, ktorej koniec si
pripomenieme 17. Novembra, a demokraciou, ktorej navrat oslavime v tento den,” uviedla.
Caputova kritizovala zhorSujucu sa politickd kultru tym, Ze suc¢astou su osobné utoky alebo
vulgarizmy.

Prezidentka
Zuzana Caputova
(foto TASR)

President Zuzana
Caputova (photo
by TASR)

President Caputova Calls for Dignified

Commemoration of November 89

Bratislava, November 16 (TASR) — In a speech she delivered on the eve of the Velvet
Revolution anniversary on public-service RTVS, President Zuzana Caputova called for its
commemoration in a way worthy of the ethos of November ‘89, namely as a dignified cel-
ebration of re-gained freedom and democracy, or as an expression of gratitude to those who
contributed to it.

At present she sees an opportunity to realize that freedom can have limits even in a de-
mocracy. She pointed to the need to temporarily restrict some rights and freedoms in order
to protect health. The president called for coherence and expressed her hope resulting from
the latest figures on the coronavirus spread that we can bring the pandemic under control.

“November '89 was connected with the desire for freedom. However, today we see and
have an opportunity to fully realize that freedom can have its limits in democracy, too. Slova-
kia, as well as other countries are currently experiencing a situation in which it's necessary
to temporarily restrict our rights and freedoms in order to protect other important values, par-
ticularly life and health,” said Caputova, adding that it's a new experience and that we have
to come to terms with it. She highlighted the message of November 17 and stated we're
currently experiencing the same test as then that requires us to get the best of ourselves and
pass it the same way we did 31 years ago.

In connection with the anniversary, the head of state called on politicians to take a re-
strained and adequate approach. According to her, people mustn't feel that they should
prove their civic obedience with their behavior, but that they transfer a part of their rights and
freedoms for a higher aim, for an adequate time and to the necessary extent. “Otherwise,
they won't realize the difference between the lack of freedom, the end of which we will com-
memorate on November 17th, and the democracy the return of which we will celebrate on
this day,” she said. Caputova criticized the worsening political culture with personal attacks
or vulgarisms becoming a part of it.

Matovic: Dalsie kolo celonarodného
testovania pred Vianocami

Bratislava 19. novembra (TASR) - Pred Vianocami by sa malo uskutoénit dalSie kolo
celoStatneho hromadného testovania latky COVID-19, uviedol vo Stvrtok po rokovani viady
predseda vlady Igor Matovi€ s tvrdenim, ze ziadny minister nebol na stretnuti proti tejto
mySlienke.

Podla predsedu viady vyhodnotili epidemiologovia aj tim centralneho krizového
manazmentu hromadné testovanie ako déleZity nastroj, pretoze sa podari znizit pocet
novych pripadov denne.

Premiér tvrdil, Ze v blizkej buducnosti zverejni viac informacii o tejto zaleZitosti. Tes-
tovanie sa s najvacsou pravdepodobnostou uskutocni v decembri.

Matovi¢ dalej poznamenal, ze ak prislusné organy zistia, Ze fudia nie su ochotni
zucéastiovat sa dobrovolnych testovacich kél, stale je na stole mySlienka uvalenia blokady
krajiny na december, o by ,bolo pre ekonomiku najhor§im rieSenim. “ Premiér pozname-
nal, Ze je za hromadné testovanie. Krajina podfa neho smeruje do zlozitej doby nielen kvéli
pandémii, ale aj kvéli oCakavanému pocasiu, ktoré situdciu nijako neulahgi.

Predseda
vlady Igor
Matovi¢ (foto
TASR)

Prime Minister
Igor Matovic
(photo by
TASR)

Matovic: Further Round of Nationwide

Testing in Store before Christmas

Bratislava, November 19 (TASR) — Another round of countrywide mass testing for CO-
VID-19 should take place before Christmas, Prime Minister Igor Matovic stated on Thursday
following the Government session, claiming that no minister was against this idea at the
meeting.

According to the prime minister, epidemiologists as well as the central crisis management
team have assessed mass testing as an important tool because it's managed to reduce the
rate of new daily cases.

The premier claimed that he'll release more information on the matter in a near future. The
testing will most probably take place in December.

Matovic went on to note that if the relevant authorities see that people are unwilling to at-
tend voluntary testing rounds, the idea of imposing a lockdown on the country in December
is still on the table, and this “would be the worst solution for the economy.” The premier
remarked that he’s in favor of mass testing. According to him, the country is heading for a
difficult time, not only because of the pandemic, but also because of the expected weather,
which won't make the situation any easier.

Your Phone Call Is Important to Us!

At the First Catholic Slovak Union, we take every phone call very
seriously. Our goal is to deliver the best customer service possible —
even in these challenging times.

Per current COVID-19 government guidelines and mandates, we
remain closed to in-person visits with restricted hours for our Home Of-
fice employees that allow them to practice social distancing and other
methods for ensuring their wellbeing.

Please take the following steps when you get our voice mail so that

we can provide you with the level of service and attention you deserve.

1. Leave a brief reason for your call.

2. Be sure to state your full name, and spell your last name.

3. Along with your phone number, let us know the best time to contact
you between the hours of 8:00AM and 4:30PM, M- F.

4. Remember that we can only discuss a contract or certificate with

the owner or with permission from the owner.
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A group selfie at the
outdoor drive-in, L
to R: Tim Ranahan,
Mary Ann Ranahan
¥ (Branch 746
*| Treasurer), Emilia
Filak (Supreme
Court member),
Sabina Sabados
’ (Region 1 Director),
¥ and Emil Filak

Branch
746 at the

Drive-in!

When faced with exceptional
circumstances, we have to adapt

and adjust! On Saturday, No-

vember 7, 2020, Branch 746

organized a night at the local

Cranford Drive-in theatre to see

the newly released film, Radium

Girls! The drive-in offered branch

members the opportunity to en-

joy a movie the “old fashioned way” sitting in the comfort of their cars! Members enjoyed
popcorn but abstained from sharing!

The powerful drama is based on historical events, the national sensation following the
notorious case of the Radium Girls in 1928 that ultimately led to lasting impact in the area
of workplace health and safety. The story line is about five female factory workers, of which
three were sisters, who contracted radiation poisoning from painting watch dials with self-
luminous paint in a factory in East Orange, New Jersey.

Thank you to the members that joined to see an educational and inspiring film.

- Submitted by Sabina Sabados, Region 1 Director

Vyhlasenie 29. slovenskej literarnej sutaze s
medzinarodnou ucastou...

PRECO MAM RAD SLOVENCINU, PRECO MAM RAD SLOVENSKO

Prihlasky sa budd hodnotit v Styroch kategoriach, vratane jed-
nej pre Studentov mimo Slovenska na vSetkych druhoch zaklad-
nych a strednych 8kol, vzdelavacich centier a vikendovych 8kol
a slovenskych organizacii.

Sutazné prace pre Studentov zo zahraniCia je potrebné zaslat
do 28. februara 2021.

Podrobnosti 0 sutazi najdete na www.fcsu.com/community/
culture

Announcing the 29th Slovak literary competition with international participation ...

WHY | LIKE SLOVAK, WHY | LIKE SLOVAKIA

Entries will be judged in four categories, including one for stu-
dents outside of Slovakia in all types of primary and secondary
schools, educational centers and weekend schools and Slovak
organizations.

The deadline for entries from students from abroad is February
28, 2021.

For contest details, visit www.fcsu.com/community/culture

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at www.fcsu.com
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Stephan and Veronica Patoprsty
Celebrated 70th Wedding
Anniversary in 2020

Stephan and Veronica (Ronnie) Patoprsty celebrated their 70th Wedding Anniversary
on September 30, 2020, with a private Mass at St. Martha's Church in Okemos, MI, by
Father Mike Murray. The Mass was followed by a small celebratory lunch.

Stephan and Veronica Sivak were married at St. Michael's Catholic Church in Oakley
MI, on September 30, 1950. Ronnie's attendants were Margaret Robbins (deceased),
Frannie Birchmeier (New Lothrop, MI) and Mary Behill (Grand Blanc, MI). Steve's at-
tendants were Johnny Pajtas (Owosso, Ml), Paul Sivak (deceased) and Fred Flositz (de-
ceased)

The happy couple have six children: Ann/ Dave Pohl ( Bloomfield Hills, MI), Bobbi/Sig-
ma Alpha (Grand Junction, CO) , Steve/Jennifer Patoprsty ( Vienna, Austria) , Sally/Rick
Dishaw (Milford, Ml), Jean/ Scott Jorgensen (Williamston, MI), and Amy/Charles Schou-
man (Zeeland, Ml). They also have twelve grandchildren and four great-grandchildren!

Last year, Steve retired from the presidency of the Jednota Branch 756 in Owosso, MI,
after his continued work and dedication for most of his life.

Happy Anniversary, you cute couple!!

- Submitted by Bobbi Alpha

Fraternalism in Action

Fraternalism in Action: Branch 181 Answers the Call — Again!

When our long fight against
the COVID-19 pandemic began
earlier this year, Jednota asked
members to think about how to
put our fraternalism into action
and offered some suggestions:

Branches around our Society
answered the call. Now, Branch
181 is proud to report that they
are continuing to help others as
the spirit of giving continues for
Branch 181. Donations of $500
each was given to the Mount

Pleasant Township Lions Club and the St. Florian Parish Helping Angels Christmas Proj-
ect. The Mount Pleasant Township Lions Club is very active in our community. In addition
to being well known for fighting blindness, they volunteer and aid in many different proj-
ects. One significant project is at the Christmas season when they distribute food certifi-
cates to needy individuals and families enabling them to purchase additional food during
the Christmas holiday. The Helping Angels Project is a fundraiser to help teens through
the Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Greensburg. Monetary donations have been re-
quested to purchase gift cards for qualifying teens. Branch 181 members are hopeful the
donations will be used for these worthy causes since the organizations' fundraisers have
been limited due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

- Submitted by Vicki Hricik, Branch 181 Recording Secretary

Call out to All FCSU Members, Branches & Districts

What are you doing? Email Jednota at fcsulifeedi-
tor@gmail.com and share what your branch, district or
family is doing to help others. After all, as socially dis-
tant as we must be right now, we're all in this together.
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Branch 743’s Virtual Meeting in November

On November 22, 2020, Branch 743 held a virtual meeting via Zoom. In attendance were: Joseph Rimarcik, Dianna Rimarcik, Milan Straka, Eleanor Straka, Daniela Grisak, Ruzena

Kovacova, Melanie Elliott, William Elliott and. Melisa Norman.

- Submitted by Joseph Rimarcik, Branch 743 President and Financial Secretary

This is an excerpt from an article in the
November issue of The Catholic Accent,
a publication of the Diocese of
Greensburg, PA. The article covers the
beautiful Christmas Eve celebration
which honors our Slovak tradition of
Stedry Vecer or Bountiful Night that is
put on by the FCSU’s own District 3. The
article’s contents and photos are
reprinted with permission from The
Catholic Accent. To view the entire
article as well as a video of the 2019
Stedry Vecer that was produced by the
Diocese and previously broadcast on
local channels on Nov 29" and Dec 6%,
please go to:
https:/lwww.fcsu.com/community/fcsu-fun/

Get FCSU In Your Inbox — Never
More Important than Now

Today when we are all facing rapidly changing challenges,
it's more important than ever to stay up-to-date with informa-
tion from the First Catholic Slovak Union. Provide/update
your email address at the link below — and receive the FCSU
latest info right in your inbox. It's free, easy and safe. We'll

never share your email address! Please go to: https://www.fcsu.com/contact/

District 4 Offers November Masses

On November 1st we observe All Saints' Day - a day on which people gather in churches
and cemeteries to pray for relatives who have passed away. The history of the All Saints'
holiday goes back to the beginning of the 7th century, when Pope Boniface IV converted
the pagan Pantheon in Rome into a Christian church. In the 8th century Pope Gregory Il
declared November 1st to be All Saints Day. This day has been celebrated in Slovakia as
a public holiday since 1994.

In following with tradition of offering masses for our beloved deceased, Msgr. Rura Dis-
trict 4 of New Jersey offered two holy Masses for the intention of all deceased members
of District 4 on Friday, November 13th at 7PM at Holy Family Church in Linden, NJ, (in
Slovak) and Saturday, November 14th at 4:00PM at St Joseph’s Church in Raritan, NJ,
(in English). Members who could not attend in person due to Covid-19 were encouraged
to join in prayer.

- Submitted by Mary Kapitan, District 4 Secretary

The altar at St. St Joseph’s Church in Raritan, NJ.

Members from Branch 746 attend Holy Mass at Holy Family Church in Linden,
NJ, pictured in front of the altar (L — R): Emil Filak, Emilia Filak, Father Mariusz
Luksza, Sabina Sabados and Mary Kapitan.




Election of Branch 181
Offcers for 2020-2021

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 181 members attending the November 20, 2020
meeting voted unanimously to retain the current officers for 2020-2021: (L - R) Recording

Secretary Vicki Hricik, Vice President Ed Mizikar, President Darlene
Secretary-Treasurer Dick Mizikar.

- Submitted by Vicki Hricik, Recording Secretary
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Patty, and Financial

ANNOUNCING

Jednota Branch 746 Scholarship

V' Are you a member of Branch 746?

Y Are you currently accepted and/or enrolled in full-time college,

post-secondary educational institution, or vocational school?
\ Are you active in Branch 746 or want to become active?

If you answered YES to the above, you may be eligible for a $1,000 scholarship!

For more information on the application criteria and requirements go to: https://www.fcsu. 5

com/membership-benefits/scholarships/

2021 JEDNOTA Publication Schedule

Issue Date

January 13
February 10
March 10
April 14
May 12

June 9
(Memorial

July 14

(Observed Independence Day, July 5)

August 11
sept 8
October 13
November 10
December 8

November 29

57 59
60 62
63 64 65
Acrose Down 39 Equestrian
1 Metal fastener 1 Old 45 player 43 ggggif
Part of an act 2 Any day now
10 Old West casino 3 Aberdeen native 44 ?eam
game 4 1948 Bob Hope 45 “Bambi” character
14 Ancient Peruvian comedy, with The 46 In pieces
15 Overhangs 5 Rap session? 47 Novelist Ephron
16 Augury 6 Solitaire unit 48 Hea\_/eply hunter
17 Hoodwink 7 Iniquities 49 Precipitates
. 18 Met highlights 8 Approach 50 Home on the
Deﬂﬂllﬂe |0 19 Barbecue fare 9 They, in Trieste range
. - 20 Type of service 10 Relinquish 52 Engrossed
RBCCIVB llliﬂl'mﬂlmll 23 The lowdown, to 11 Nitrogen compound 53 Brain wave
the police 12 Picture puzzle 54 Canadian tribe
]a““ary 4 24 Discharge 13 Outbreak 55 Double curve
25 Brute 21 Maid’s cloth 56 Silent assents
Fenruary 1 28 60’s hairdo 22 Rigoletto
30 Oil cartel inits. composer
Marcn 1 31 Gambled 25 Crash site?
33 UN financial 26 Snake, for one
< agency Inits. 27 Actress Miles
Aprll 5 36 UK politician 28 French friends
40 Java canvas 29 Quagmire
May 3 41 Brilliant_feats 31 Wildebeests
42 High point 32 Concert prop
43 Rewards for 33 Eczema
]“ne 1 waiting symptom
44 Extremely popular 34 Exec’s note
Day, May 31) 46 Embellish 3= Stew
49 Group of trees 37 Cake topper
]“ly 6 51 Hunting bird 38 Elephant grp.
57 Others, to Ovid
58 Take as one’s own
59 As aresult
A“g“Sl 2 60 Knee-slapper
61 Tyrant bird
A“g“sl 30 62 Cattail, e.g.
63 Beach shades
64 Stun gun
OCIOher 4 65 Jurisdictions of
N h 1 bishops
ovemner
See Solution on Page 20
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Y OUR FAVORITE RECIPES

A Typical
Slovak Christmas Eve Menu

+ Oplatky

* Wine

* Honey

* Garlic

* Dried Peas

+ Mushroom Soup

+ Pagach

+ Bobalky

+ Stewed Prunes

* Mushroom Soup (Machanka)

+ Caraway Soup

+ Mushroom Stuffed Cabbage

* Bread for Christmas Eve

+ Christmas Bread

+ (Figs, Dates, Oranges, Apples,
Tangerines)

+ Mixed Nuts

* Nut Rolls

* Poppyseed Rolls

* Pirohy

PIROHY
1 cup flour
About 4 tablespoons water

legg

Mix flour and egg with enough water to
make a soft dough; kneed well. Roll out on
floured board until thin. Cut into squares.
Place 1 teaspoon filling on each square.
Fold in half, making a triangle. Pinch edges
well to keep filling inside. Drop into boiling
salted water and cook until they rise to sur-
face. Cook 5 minutes longer. Rinse in colan-
der with hot water. Drain. Pour melted butter
over pirohy and serve.

Cheese Filling

1/2 cup dry cottage cheese

1 egg yolk

1 teaspoon butter

pinch salt

Mix together

Potato Filling

1 large potato cooked and mashed

1 tablespoon butter

(Optional-grated cheese to taste)

Lekvar may be used as filling. Cooked
sauerkraut may also be used as filling. Drain
and rinse sauerkraut in cold water. Brown
diced onion in shortening, add sauerkraut.
Cook for a few minutes.

BREAD FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE

1 package dry yeast
1/2 cup lukewarm water
1/8 teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon sugar

4 tablespoons sugar

6 cups flour

1 teaspoon salt

4 tablespoons salad oil

Dissolve yeast in warm water with 1/8 tea-
spoon salt and 1 tablespoon sugar. Set in
warm place to rise. Sift 6 cups flour in deep
bowl, add 2 cups warm water, 4 tablespoons
sugar, 1 teaspoon salt, 4 tablespoons salad
oil.

Knead well and set aside to rise. When
double in bulk, punch down, let rise second
time until double. Punch down. Divide dough
in two. Shape one part into round bread,
cover and let stand 20 minutes. Punch down

and reshape. Place in greased pan. Allow
to rise until double in bulk. Bake at 350 de-
grees for 1 hour.

Note: The second part of this dough will
be use for Bobalky.

CHRISTMAS EVE
BOBALKY

Use other half of above dough for bobalky.
Knead and roll on floured board into rope.
Cut and roll into balls about 1 inch in diame-
ter. Place on floured pan, let rise 15 minutes.
Bake at 350 degrees for 10 minutes or until
just slightly brown. Cook then place in deep
bowl, pour boiling water over just to soak a
little. Drain in colander. Then place in serv-
ing dish, heat honey with a little water, pour
over bobalky.

Mix 1/2 cup ground poppyseed and 1/4
cup sugar and then add to bobalky. Let
stand several hours in cool place (or refrig-
erator) for several hours before serving.

Note: some hobalky are served with sweet
cabbage or sauerkraut. Sautee cabbage or
sauerkraut with onion in salad oil, then mix
with bobalky.

NUT ROLLS
8 cups flour
2 cups milk (scalded)
4 eqgg yolks
1 cup sugar
1 large yeast or 3 envelopes dry yeast
1/2 pound butter
1/2 pound oleo or crisco
1 tablespoon salt
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla

Dissolve yeast in 1 cup lukewarm milk.
Stir well. Add sugar, shortening and salt to
rest of the milk and cool. Beat egg slightly
and add to mixtures, then add the yeast
mixture to the rest of the lukewarm mixture.
Put half of the flour in a bowl and add the
above mixture a little at a time. Mix well. Add
remainder of flour to make soft dough using
just enough flour to knead without sticking.
Cover. Let rise double in bulk.

Keep in warm place. Takes about 2 hours
to rise. Knead down a little to get out puffi-
ness. Divide into 6 parts and let stand 10
minutes. Roll out and spread with nut mix-
ture. Roll tightly and place on greased bak-
ing sheet and let rise about 1 hour and bake
in 350 degrees over 35 to 40 minutes. Brush
each roll with slightly beaten egg before bak-
ing. Brush with melted butter after baked.

NUT MIXTURE
4 pounds nuts (ground)
4 cups sugar
1 stick butter (melted)
1/4 cup milk (enough to moisten nut mix-
ture)
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10 cups flour

2 yeast cakes (or 2 packages dry yeast)
2 sticks margarine

2 eggs beaten

2 tablespoons salt

1/4 cup sugar

2 1/2 cups milk (or more necessary)

Knead all together until well blended as for
bread dough. Let rise double in bulk in warm
place. Punch down, let rise once again. Turn

out on floured board, separate into 8 or 10
portions. Let rise until light. With rolling pin
flatten enough to place about 1 cup of fill-
ing in center of each mound of dough. Bring
dough up over mound and pinch together to
shape a round ball. Let rest about 1/2 hour
with filling then carefully roll out as thin as
you want it. Place on cookie sheet. Bake un-
til golden brown then butter on both sides.
Rounds should be about 14 inches in diam-
eter or as thin as you like them.

Filling: Fried cabbage or potato and
cheese

TWO HOURNUT AND
POPPYSEED ROLLS

6 cups sifted flour

1 teaspoon salt

3 tablespoons sugar

2 packages dry yeast

1/2 cup warm milk

1/4 pound butter

1/2 cup vegetable shortening

3 eqgs beaten

1 cup sour cream

Dissolve yeast in warm milk. Sift together
flour, salt and sugar. Add shortening and
butter. Mix as for pie crust. Add beaten eggs
and sour cream. Add yeast - blend well.

Divide dough in four parts. Let rise 30
minutes. Roll each part thin as for jelly roll.
Spread with one of the following fillings. Roll
and place on greased pan and allow to rise
for one hour or until double in bulk. Bake 35
to 40 minutes at 350 degrees.

NUT FILLING

1/2 pound chopped nuts

1/2 cup sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla

1/4 cup scalded milk

1 teaspoon melted butter

Melt butter. Add walnuts, sugar and va-
nilla.

Add scalded milk. Mix well.

POPPYSEED FILLING
1/2 pound ground poppyseed
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup scalded milk
1 tablespoon melted butter
Combine all ingredients, mix well.

CHRISTMAS BREAD
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup shortening
2 teaspoons salt
2 cups scalded milk
1 cup warm water ( NOT HOT)
2 packages dry or compressed yeast
2 eggs, beaten
8 cups flour
1 cup seedless raisins

Put sugar, shortening, salt and scalded
milk in a large bowl; stir until shortening
melts. Cool to lukewarm. Pour warm water
into small bowl; sprinkle or crumble in yeast,
stir until dissolved. Add eggs and yeast to
lukewarm milk mixture and blend. Add 2/3
of flour and beat until smooth. Gradually add
remaining flour, mixing well after each ad-
dition. Add raisins and turn out on floured
board and knead until smooth and elastic;
place in greased bowl. Brush with melted
shortening, cover, and let rise in warm place
until it doubles (about 1 1/2 hours). Punch
down divide into 3 equal portions. Shape

into 2 round loaves; let rise again until it
doubles. Brush with beaten eggs. Bake in
hot over for 10 minutes at 450 degrees then
turn to 350 degrees and continue baking for
45 minutes or until golden brown.

MUSHROOM CABBAGE

1 head cabbage (about 3 pounds)
1 large can sauerkraut

1 cup ground mushrooms
(either canned, dry or frozen)
1 cup rice (uncooked)

2 tablespoons oleo

1 medium onion

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper

For Sauce and Brown Gravy
1 tablespoon shortening

1 tablespoon flour

Cut core out of cabbage to loosen leaves.
Place cabbage into boiling water for a few
minutes. Remove leaves, cut away the thick
rib from cabbage leaves. Fry the onions in
the oleo until soft, add to mushrooms, rice.
Season to taste. Place about 1 teaspoon
in each cabbage leaf and roll. Drain sauer-
kraut, use about half the kraut in the bottom
of the pot. Arrange rolls over the kraut, cover
the remaining kraut. Fill pot with water, to top
off the rolls. Cook slowly for about 2 hours.

Sauce: Brown flour in shortening. Add
about a cup of water. Bring to boil, then pour
over the cabbage rolls. Cook for just about 5
more minutes.

MUSHROOM SOUP
(MACANKA)

Wash dried mushrooms. Soak overnight.
In morning cook mushrooms in the water.
Add salt and pepper to taste. Cook slowly
for 2 hours or more.

ZapraSka (Soup thickening)

Brown 1 chopped onion in 2 tablespoons
salad oil, add browned onion to mushroom
soup. To remaining oil add 2 tablespoons
flour slowly, brown and then add to mush-
room soup to thicken. Cook for a few min-
utes and serve hot.

MUSHROOM SOUP

7 cups fresh mushrooms (chopped)

3 quarts water

1 quart sauerkraut juice

Salt and pepper (to taste)

1 small onion

3 tablespoons butter

3 tablespoons flour

Cook mushrooms in water about 1 hour.

Brown butter onion; add flour and brown
well. Add sauerkraut juice and boil this for
5 minutes. Add to soup and boil 1/2 hour
longer.

CARAWAY SOUP

3 tablespoons oleo

1/2 cup chopped onion

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon caraway seeds
3 cups water

3 tablespoons flour

Melt shortening in heavy saucepan. Add
chopped onion and cook over low heat until
lightly golden. Add salt, flour and caraway
seeds. Blend into 3 cups cold water and
bring to boil, stirring constantly, until mixture
is slightly thickened. Serve at once.
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To our valued Members & Agents:

Our gratitude and thanks
for your continued support of
and belief in the First Catholic
Slovak Union throughout 2020.
Even under extraordinary
circumstances — for us and for
you — we have proven that we
are stronger together, and that
together we can weather any
storm.

All of us wish you and yours
a very Merry Christmas, and
a prosperous and healthy New
Year!

The Home Office Staff of the First Catholic Slovak Union

(2 Keep your ears up & tail waggin’ until next year!

Hi, Kids — And All Those Young at Heart!

. No doubt, Christmas celebrations will be different this year.
But that doesn’t mean we can't enjoy a few chuckles©

(@ Veselé Vianoce (Merry Christmas) from me, Helper Elf
Chewy to our Chief Elf Fraternal Activities Director Kevin.
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRANCH 3 -
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
Branch 3 will not hold its annual meeting for 2020.
If members have questions concerning their policies,
please refer to the Home Office: 1-800-533-6682.
James T. Genosky, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 6 -
STREATOR, ILLINOIS

The St. Stephens Society, Branch 06K,will hold its
ANNUAL meeting on Sunday, December 13, 2020, at
1PM at 1406 N. Baker St., Streator, IL. Branch 06K
will hold a virtual meeting. Those wishing to participate
are asked to email Paul Chismar at pchismar51@ya-
hoo.com. Members will need to download Zoom, a no
charge app. The agenda for the meeting will include old
and new business and the ELECTION OF OFFICERS
for 2021. All members are asked to participate in this
Zoom meeting. You may call for information at 815-822-
8851,

Paul Chismar, Secretary

BRANCH 35 -
BRADDOCK, PENNSYLVANIA

St Michaels, Branch 35, will hold their annual
meeting, virtually, on Sunday, December 13, 2020, at
1:00PM. The agenda will include reports, branch busi-
ness and election of officers. Branch members who
would like to attend the meeting are asked to call Janet
Sullivan at (412) 824-4185 for information on how to ac-
cess the meeting.

Fraternally,

Janet Sullivan, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 38 -
WHITE OAK, PENNSYLVANIA
Holy Trinity Society, Branch 38 will hold its semi-
annual meeting on Wednesday, December 16, 2020.
The agenda will include discussion on 2021 potential
fraternal social activities and election of Branch officers.
With concern and regard for all of our members, this
Branch 38 meeting will be held virtually. Any member
interested in attending this meeting should contact Lo-
gan Haselhoff, Branch President, by calling 412-956-
9411 or emailing LLHASELHOFF@gmail.com, to set up
the virtual meeting invitation and details. All Branch 38
members are urged to attend. Thank you for your un-
derstanding and patience as together we navigate these
challenging and unusual times.
Also, if anyone is interested in FCSU Annuities or Life
Insurance, please call Florence Matta at 412-466-7460.
Logan Haselhoff, President
Florence Matta, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 40 -
STREATOR, ILLINOIS

Branch 40 will hold its annual meeting on Janu-
ary 17, 2021 at Chipper's Grill 1733 N. Bloomington
St. Streator, IL, at 2:00PM. Please wear a mask and
maintain social distancing. Election of officers will take
place. Lunch will follow the meeting. In the event that
state guidelines change and interfere with these plans
we will schedule a Zoom meeting. Please contact The-
resa Graves at (815) 672-6142 (leave a message) if you
are able to attend by January 14, 2021.

Theresa Graves, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 45 -
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
The St. Matthew's the Evangelist Society, Branch 45,
will hold a virtual meeting on the Zoom app on Sunday
January 17, 2021, at 1:00 PM. We urge all members to
attend this virtual meeting.
Maria Jurasi, Financial Secretary

CLENSKA SCHODZA SPOLKU SV. MATUSA C. 45
V NEW YORK CITY
Oznamujeme ¢lenom nasho spolku, Ze sa uskutocni
polrodna virtudlna schodza cez aplikaciu Zoom sv.
Matusa ¢. 45 1KSJ v New Yorku v nedelu 17. Januéra
2021 0 13:00. Laskavo Ziadame nasich ¢lenov o aktivnu
Ucast na tejto virtualnej schddzi.
Maria Jurasi - pokladnicka
BRANCH 55 -
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
Branch 055KJ will hold a final branch meeting of the
year on Sunday, December 27, 2020. It is being planned
as a Zoom Meeting to start at 2:00 PM. Those who plan
to participate should contact John Gaydos at (919)
604-3590, or President Erik Payne at (215) 280-1554
and they will provide you with the Zoom sign-on ID Pin
number.
Helena Gaydos, Secretary/Treasure

BRANCH 60 -
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 60 will hold a meeting on Sunday, December
13, 2020, at the home of President Ann Wargovich (58
Lilmont Dr. Swissvale, PA) at 1:00PM. Social distancing
will be practiced and masks are required.

On the agenda will be Election of officers, Officers’
reports and discussion of upcoming events. All mem-
bers are urged to attend.

**|f we are unable to meet in person, the meeting will
still take place via telephone conference. Members may
contact the branch secretary @ 412/672-1510 with their
phone number to be connected to the meeting.

Fraternally,

Julie Perla, Branch Secretary

BRANCH 89 -
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Dear Members: Please join us for our meeting at
11:00AM on Saturday, February 6, 2021. Topics of
discussion will be: ELECTION OF 2021 OFFICERS,
and 2021 donations and activities. The meeting will
be held at Allioto’s Restaurant, 3041 North Mayfair
Road, Wauwatosa, WI, 53222. Social time: 11:30AM
- 11:45AM. Meeting time: 11:45AM - 12:30PM (approxi-
mately). Lunch to be served directly after the meeting
at 12:30PM. Lunch for members is complimentary.
Guest cost is $20.00. Reservations are required by the
restaurant in order to follow COVID-19 protocols con-
ceming attendance. Reservations must be received by
2/1/2021 by calling Mike Novak @ 414.445.5382. Make
checks payable to: Knights of St. Mary & Joseph BR
89. Mail checks to: Mike Novak, 3237 N. 93rd Street,
Milwaukee, WI, 53222.

Thank you,

Mike Novak, President

BRANCH 89 -
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

As an incentive to grow Branch 89, members who
refer new branch members or add a new contract of
their own are now eligible to receive a Branch award.
Specifically, Branch 89 members who successfully re-
fer new members can receive an award of up to $100.
Members that add a new contract of their own can re-
ceive an award of up to $50. To be eligible for an award,
new policies must be issued during the calendar year
in which Branch 89 otherwise qualifies for an FCSU
stipend under bylaw section 4.05. Award amounts will
depend on the amount of the FCSU stipend for the year
and the number of members qualifying for an award.
Awards cannot be combined or multiplied and members
are limited to one award per calendar year.

Contact Financial Secretary Nancy Carol Novak at
262-305-4041 or email "novakncp@charter .net" for
more information or to request an award application.

Paul Novak, Secretary/Treasurer
BRANCH 112 -
MAHANOQY CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 112 will hold an annual meeting on Sunday,
December 13, 2020 on Zoom at 1PM. If you are in-
terested in attending the meeting please contact sgen-
gle1@cs.com so that Steve can send you the Zoom
link. Members that plan to attend will need to download
Zoom, a no charge app. Steve will help with the down-
load if necessary.

The agenda will include officers’ reports, old busi-
ness, new business and election of officers.

Fraternally yours,

Karen Sterling, Secretary

BRANCH 157 -
N.CATASAUQUA PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 157 is having its last meeting of the year on
Sunday, December 13, 2020, at 1:00PM. Members can
attend these meetings by computer or by telephone. To
get information about how to connect to the meeting,
please call Greg Harakal at (484) 908-9200. We en-
courage all of our members to attend.

Greg Harakal, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 173 -
WILKES-BARRE, PENNSYLVANIA

The Saint John the Baptist Society, Branch 173, lo-
cated in Northeast Pennsylvania area, will hold its an-
nual meeting on December 13, 2020, at Norms, North
Sherman Street, Wilkes-Barre, beginning at 12:30PM.
Due to Pa. State COVID-19 Requirements face masks
and social distancing guidelines will be followed. Gen-
eral Business and activities of Branch 173 will be dis-
cussed, and insurance, annuities and fraternal activities
of the First Catholic Slovak Union. In addition officers
will be elected for the new year.

Please make every effort to attend and notify Dorothy
A. Ungvarsky at 570-4032067, so arrangements can be
made.

Fraternally,

John A. Ungvarsky, President

BRANCH 181 -
UNITED, PENNSYLVANIA

The officers of Branch 181 wish all members many
blessings for a very Merry Christmas!

And we pray for a safe, healthy and Happy New Year!

Vicki Hricik, Secretary
BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 200 Members: the annual meeting
of the MSGR Josef Tiso District 11 will be held Sunday,
December 20, 202 at 6PM. The meeting will be held
in Ford City at the CU Club, address: 910 6th Avenue,
Ford City, PA 16226. On the agenda: Officer election for
2021 and discussion to plan events for 2021. We

encourage all members to attend as your input is
greatly appreciated. No advance notice of attendance
is required.

Members attending are asked to bring an unwrapped
toy, the toys will be donated to Toys for Tots. We pray all
is well with you and your family during this pandemic.
Masks and social distancing guidelines will be followed.
Be Safe. Be well. May God be with you.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen L. Greggs,
District Recording Secretary

BRANCH 213 -
NORTH VERSAILLES, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Michael the Archangel, Branch 213, will hold its
second semi-annual meeting on Sunday, December 13,
2020. It will be held at 306 Barclay Avenue, Pittsburgh,
PA. You may also access the meeting via phone. Con-
tact information: weaz1958@aol.com.

The agenda will include: Election of officers, Branch
business, and an overview of the activities and contribu-
tions of the branch. All Covid 19 regulations and proto-
col will be followed.

Respectfully,

Joe Belechak, Secretary

BRANCH 228 -
LORAIN, OHIO

Please Note: Due to the recent increase in CO-
VID-19 cases, the members present at the St. John the
Baptist Branch 228 November meeting decided that a
hybrid meeting such as we planned for December could
possibly put our members at an unnecessary risk. The
decision was unanimously made to remain with the vir-
tual format. We will, therefore, hold our next meeting
on Monday December 21, 2020 at 7 PM IN THE VIR-
TUAL FORMAT ONLY using the FreeConferenceCall.
com Audio Conferencing service. To join in this impor-
tant meeting at which we will elect officers, participants
would make a phone call at approximately 6:50 PM and
enter an access code followed by a pound sign or hash
mark (#) when prompted. For phone and access code
numbers, please call Lisa at 440-773-1442.

Remember, there are no meetings scheduled for
January or February 2021. Our next scheduled meeting
is on March 15, 2021. Further updates for Branch 228
will appear in future editions of the Jednota.

We are looking forward to safely meeting again.
Please continue to pray to our Lord God for a cure for
the COVID-19 virus and to bless all the sick ones, those
in the healthcare field, those that provide the world with
their needs. Thank you very much for your prayers and
patience as we look forward to a return to normal when
we can safely join hands and give thanks to God for all
His blessings.

Thomas B. Zuffa, Recording Secretar

BRANCH 254 -
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Wenceslaus Society will hold an annual virtual
meeting on Sunday, January 3, 2021, at 11:30AM. The
meeting will include election of officers and a report of
activities as well as a year-end financial report. If you
wish to attend, please contact Joe Senko at 412-956-
6000 for information on how to be connected.

Joseph Senko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 292 -
WINDBER, PENNSYLVANIA

St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 292 KJ, will hold
their annual meeting and Christmas Party at 12:30 p.m.,
Sunday December 13, 2020, at SS. Cyril and Methodius
Church, 604 Graham Ave., Windber, PA. A buffet din-
ner will follow the meeting. All members are asked to
attend this event. The Officers extend to all wishes for a
Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Edward T. Surkosky, F.I.C., President

BRANCH 367 -
FAIRCHANCE, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Lodge Branch 367 will hold its branch
meeting on Friday, December 18, 2020. If Pennsylva-

nia COVID-19 regulations will allow, we will meet at the
Mountain View Cafe, 1618 Georges Fairchance Road,
Smithfield, PA 15478, at 2:00 PM. Christmas dona-
tions, officers’ reports, and upcoming branch activities
will be discussed. Election of officers for 2021 will be
held. All members are invited. Please call before plan-
ning to attend to Audrey Balazik, President 724-438-
3887 or Kathryn Baranek, Secretary 724-569-1006 as
there might be a change in the meeting. Have a blessed
and healthy Christmas and New Year.
Fraternally,
Kathryn Baranek, Secretary

BRANCH 401 -
EAST VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA
The Branch 401K Annual Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, December 20, 2020 at 1PM. Due to COVID-19,
this meeting will be held on Zoom. To protect our mem-
bers’ internet safety, members should send an email to
kmfroncek@yahoo.com in order to receive the Zoom
code. Election of 2021 Branch 401 Officers will take
place at this meeting. Members are encouraged to at-
tend as your input and enthusiasm are always welcome.
Fraternally, Patrick Froncek, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 401 -
EAST VANDERGRIFT, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 401 Members: the annual meeting
of the MSGR Josef Tiso District 11 will be held Sunday,
December 20, 2020 at 6PM. The meeting will be held
in Ford City at the CU Club, address: 910 6th Avenue,
Ford City, PA 16226. On the agenda: Officer election
for 2021 and discussion to plan events for 2021. We
encourage all members to attend as your input is greatly
appreciated. No advance notice of attendance is re-
quired. Members attending are asked to bring an un-
wrapped toy, the toys will be donated to Toys for Tots.
We pray all is well with you and your family during this
pandemic. Masks and social distancing guidelines will
be followed. Be Safe. Be well. May God be with you.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen L. Greggs, District Recording Secretary

BRANCH 410 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The SS. Peter and Paul, Branch 410, will hold a
meeting on Thursday, March 18, 2021, at 1:30 at the
Highland House, 92 West Main Street, Uniontown, PA.
Call for reservations by Thursday, March 11, 2021, at
724-425-2576.

All members are invited to attend.

Geraldine Buchheit, Secretary

BRANCH 429 -
BUTLER, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 429 Members: the annual meeting
of the MSGR Josef Tiso District 11 will be held Sunday,
December 20, 2020, at 6PM. The meeting will be held
in Ford City at the CU Club, address: 910 6th Avenue,
Ford City, PA 16226. On the agenda: Officer election
for 2021 and discussion to plan events for 2021. We
encourage all members to attend as your input is greatly
appreciated. No advance notice of attendance is re-
quired. Members attending are asked to bring an un-
wrapped toy, the toys will be donated to Toys for Tots.
We pray all is well with you and your family during this
pandemic. Masks and social distancing guidelines will
be followed. Be Safe. Be well. May God be with you.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen L. Greggs, District Recording Secretary

BRANCH 484 -
CORAL, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Society, Branch 484KJ, will hold its annu-
al meeting on Sunday, December 13, 2020, at 2:00PM
at the Eat'n Park Restaurant, 2301 R. 286 So., Indiana,
PA. The agenda will include the election of officers, re-
ports, payment of bills, donations, COVID-19 pandemic
issues in our area, and general branch and business
issues.

All coronavirus mitigation practices will be strictly fol-
lowed for the health and safety of all.

Fraternally,

Monica Rura, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 595 -
MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN

Branch 595 will hold its last meeting of the year on
Sunday, December 13, 2020, at which time branch of-
ficers will be elected. The meeting will start at 1:00PM in
Tatra Hall, 2536 Sixth St. Muskegon Heights, MI. Mem-
bers are welcome. All appropriate COVID-19 protocols
will be in place, including wearing masks and social
distancing.

Mindy Redmon, Recording Secretary

continued on page 17
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT 5 — THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT

Due to the current pandemic and in keeping with the requirements of the Home Office, the Michigan
District will conduct a Virtual Meeting (its annual meeting) on Sunday, January 17, 2021, at 1:15PM. On
the agenda will be Officer’s Report, a 2020 financial report, approval of the 2021 budget, discussion of
District activities, and other business pertaining to the District and the First Catholic Slovak Union. The
election of 2021 District Officers will also take place.

All Members planning to participate in the virtual meeting MUST contact Robert Kristofik, District Presi-
dent, @ rjk810@aol.com no later than Tuesday January 12, 2021, to receive information regarding the
Zoom call procedures.

Current District Officers: Robert Kristofik, President; Joseph C. Rimarcik, Treasurer; Vice President,
Vacant; Secretary, Vacant; Auditor, Catherine Karlsen; Auditor, Vacant; Chaplin Vacant.

If you are interested in a District Officer position please contact Robert Kristofik.

*+*Please remember, a branch delegate must attend at least one District meeting in order to be eligible
for compensation from the Home Office

Joseph C. Rimarcik, Treasurer

DISTRICT 6 - THE PITTSBURGH DISTRICT

The Pittsburgh District held a brief business meeting at the Holy Trinity Social Hall of St Thomas the
Apostle Parish, 529 Grant Street Extn, West Mifflin 15122 on Sunday, November 22, 2020. The meeting
was attended by seven members in-person and thirteen members via Zoom. Nine branches were repre-
sented: 2, 35, 38, 60, 213, 254, 276, 587, & 628.

The officers elected for 2020 were retained for 2021. Salaries are unchanged. Plans for 2021 activities
are on hold due to the on-going Covid-19 situation. Forward any suggestions to the district officers.

As always, members are urged to check the Jednota for updates on FCSU business matters as well as
contests and tournaments. Please be sure your beneficiaries are up to date. FCSU insurance information
and forms can be found at www.fcsu.com. Many interesting Slovak-related links may be found at fcsu.
com/resources.

We hope all of you are safe and well during these uncertain times.

Fraternally,

Margaret A. Nasta, Secretary
manasta@verizon.net

DISTRICT 9- THE FRANK T. HOLLY JR. DISTRICT

The Frank T. Holly Jr. District of Uniontown, PA will hold a meeting on Sunday, March 7, 2021, at 1:00
PM at Caporella’s Italian Ristorante at 90 Pittsburgh Street, Uniontown, PA.

Election of officers will be on the agenda. Regional Director Marmol will be informing the members
of Jednota upcoming events. Members who attend will be asked to contribute $5.00 toward their meal.
Reservations need to be made by Wednesday, March 3. 2021, by contacting President James Marmol at
724-970-7642. All members are urged to attend. The Frank T. Holly, Jr. District would like to wish everyone
a “Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year-2021."

Barbara A. Holly, Secretary

DISTRICT 11 - THE MSGR TISO DISTRICT

The annual meeting of the Msgr. Josef Tiso District 11 will be held Sunday, December 20, 2020, at
6PM. The meeting will be held in Ford City at the CU Club, address: 910 6th Avenue, Ford City, PA
16226. On the agenda: Officer election for 2021 and discussion to plan events for 2021. We encourage
all members to attend as your input is greatly appreciated. No advance notice of attendance is required.
Members attending are asked to bring an unwrapped toy, the toys will be donated to Toys for Tots. We
pray all is well with you and your family during this pandemic. Masks and social distancing guidelines will
be followed. Be Safe. Be well. May God be with you.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen L. Greggs, Recording Secretary

DISTRICT 15 — THE PRINCE PRIBINA DISTRICT
The Prince Pribina District will hold an in-person Annual Meeting on Saturday December 12, 2020.
The meeting will be held at 11:00 AM at the Slovak American Center, 1690 Placentia Ave., Fullerton, CA
92831. Please follow the guidelines for Covid -19 including face masks and social distancing. On the
agenda will be: Officer Reports and financial report, election of officers for the year 2021, and planning of
activities for year 2021. All Branches in our area are encouraged to participate and have their concurrent
Annual Meeting. After the meeting lunch will be at the Olive Garden.
Paul Skuben, President

VYROCNA SCHODZA OKRESU PRINC PRIBINA - LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Okres Princ Pribina bude mat' vyro¢nt schddzu v sobotu 12-teho decembra 2020.

Viyroéna schédza zaéne o 11:00 hod. v Slovak American Center, 1690 Placentia Ave., Fullerton, CA
92831. Riadte sa prosim Covid-19 smernicou na pouZitie rdok. Na programe su spravy funkcionarov a
financna sprava, volba funkcionarov na rok 2021 a plan activity na rok 2021. Clenovia vietkych spolkov
v okoli st pozvani a doporu€uje sa zakladnym organizaciam v Distrikte FCSU vykonat si¢astne vyrocné
volby. Po schddzke bude spoloény obed v Olive Garden

Paul Skuben, Prezident

DISTRICT 19 - THE MSGR. MICHAEL SHUBA DISTRICT

The 9AM Mass on January 10, 2021, at Sts Cyril and Methodius Church, Mississauga, Ontario, is
dedicated to the past and present members of the Jednota. We are currently planning for a face-to-face
meeting at Sts Cyril & Methodius Church Hall, at 1:30PM on the same day of January 10, 2021. Unfortu-
nately, due to Covid restrictions, no food service can be had in the hall this year.

| have also arranged for access to the meeting via “ZOOM” for those who do not want to venture out.
For security purposes, please call me at 905 279 8154 if you need details as to how to be connected to
the meeting. Also, if it becomes necessary because of another lockdown, the meeting will proceed via
ZOOM only. For all attendees, please RSVP to Mike Kapitan (416 621 1534) or Milan Zoldak (647 350
0604) with your planned attendance.

Fraternally,

Anne Mitro, Recording Secretary

Branch 716 Annual Meeting

- Submitted by Joan Skrkon, Branch 716 Recording Secretary

St Stephen Society
Branch 716 held

its annual meeting

on November 29,
2020, outdoors in St
Catherine Park near
St. John Nepomucene
Church in NYC.

After annual meeting,
the branch helped
Andre Sulak (c)
celebrate his birthday,
pictured here
enjoying his cake

and surrounded by
other members, Anna
Bilik, Maria Bozekova,
Nina Holy, and Anna
Korcak.

Branch 716
President Jan
Skrkon joined St.
John Nepomucene
parishioners who
also came out to
wish Andre Happy
Birthday!

Region 1 Branches: Join in the
Fun of a Virtual Christmas Party

All Region 1 branches are en-
couraged to join the Region 1 Vir-
tual Christmas Party on Sunday,
December 13, 2020, from 1:30pm-
2:30pm. Join us for an afternoon
of holiday cheer with fun games
and Christmas caroling! Please
come "dressed to impress" with
your best Christmas sweater and
holiday attire! We encourage all
branches to participate from the
comfort of their homes using the

Zoom platform or calling using their home phone. Kindly RSVP to Sabina at: ssabados@
fesu.com. Once you RSVP you will be provided the link to attend.
- Submitted by Sabina Sabados, Region 1 Director

Vianoc¢ny Darcek z Matice slovenske;
Christmas Gifts from Matica slovenska

Mili priatelia dobrej knihy,

i ked svetom otriasa pandémia a obava z buducnosti, sviatky pokoja, mieru a nadeje uz klopu
knihu? Ponkame vam tipy na knizné dar&eky, ktorych hodnota daleko presahuje predajnu cenu
a ktoré nepodliehaju zubu ¢asu ani trendov. A k tomu vam radi pridame niekolko nasich daréekov.

- Zadané Zuzanou Pavelcovou

Ak sa chcete dozvediet viac, navstivte stranku:

https://fcsu.com/community/culture

Dear friends of a good book,

Even though the world has been shaken by a pandemic and fears for the future, the holidays of
peace, peace and hope are already knocking on the door; and now, more than ever, is a time you
certainly want to give your loved ones something of value. Why not a book? Matica Slovenska
offers many timeless gift books from Slovakia whose value far exceed their cover price.

- Submitted by Zuzana Pavelcova

To learn more, visit:
https://fcsu.com/community/culture
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Rest in Peace, Our Departed Members

/N heFirst Catholic Slovak Union has aMass said for each of our deceased members at St. Andrew Abbey in Cleveland, Ohib\

Branch: Name
004K Charles A Krainak
019K Stephen | Tomascak
023K Joseph A Miller
035K Doris Yurik
038K Mary Patricia Yesko
040K David Marcin
045K John A Holy
075K Marie Buckman
075K Robert J Migash Sr
085K Mary Magdalen Podrasky
112K Margaret Hannon
153K Joan Mae Paulov

Branch: Name
157K Gina Mary DiMaria
173K Barbara J Ceklosky
181K Emil F Lucas
181K Julius Nitkiewicz
181K Daniel David Ondus
181K Stephen F Ungvarsky
199K John F Macey
199K John M Stas
200K Eric T Mikula
254K Robert Knapp
312K Anna Marie Laciak
33K Margaret Rose Krotiak

Branch: Name
315K Joseph J Dankovic
322K Donald Gasper
401K Genevieve J Musial
403K Martin H Kasick
410K John Kushma
410K Marguerite Pierce
465K Anthony Rusnak
553K Joseph V Pasternak
618K Lawrence L Curran
633K George M Popovich
652K John G Druzbacky
716K John Patrick Waits

Branch: Name
731K Mary T Polando
743K Andrew J Kralik Jr
746K Margaret S Hreha
764K Rev Stephen C Karas
831K Arlene Bibza
831K Dolores Klysz
855K Joseph J Pivarnik
857K Louise N Vance
900K Irene Hrustic
917K Barbara E Newkirk

*Processed through the month of November

OBITUARIES

ROBERT J. "BOB"
MIGASH SR.
BRANCH 75 -
SHAMOKIN,
PENNSYLVANIA
Robert J. "Bob" Mi-
gash Sr., 76, of May-
town, PA, passed away
on September 15,
2020, at his residence. Born in Danville, PA,
he was the son of the late George F. and Jo-
sephine (Bojack) Migash. Bob was the hus-
band of Mary Ann (Politza) Migash whom he
celebrated 56 years of marriage this past
April. Bob was a graduate of Mt. Carmel
Catholic High School. He retired from M&M
Mars as a master mechanic. He was a mem-
ber of Mary Mother of the Church Parish in
Mount Joy, Clover Rod & Gun Club, Mill-
heim Fire Department, and Clover Hose Fire
Department. Bob was a 3rd degree knight
and member of The Knights of Columbus,
Bishop Lawrence F. Schott, Council 626 in
Mt. Carmel, PA. He enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing, playing on the computer, and most of all
spending time with his family, especially his
grandchildren. Surviving in addition to his
wife, Mary Ann, are two sons, Robert (Sta-
cey) Migash Jr., Palmyra, PA; and Richard
(Liann) Migash, Mechanicsburg, PA; three
grandchildren, Shaughnessy Migash of Me-
chanicsburg; Josephine Migash of Arlington,
VA; and John Migash of Palmyra; a brother,
George (Ella) Migash, Red Lion, PA; and a
sister, Ann (Robert) Belski, Halifax, PA. He
was preceded in death by a sister, Teresa
Migash.

- Submitted by Mary Ann Migash

ANDREW A. FIGURA
BRANCH 175 -
NORTH CATASAUQUA, PENNSYLVANIA
Andrew A. Figura, 99, of North Catasau-
qua, PA, passed away on September 12,
2020. Andrew was the hushand of the late
Evelyn E. (Macner) Figura who passed in
1980. Born in Ormrod, PA, he was a son of
the late Michael and Anna (Kazimir) Figura.
Andrew was a member of St. John Fisher
Catholic Church in North Catasauqua. He
proudly served his country in the US Army
during WWII. Andrew worked as a crane op-
erator for the former Bethlehem Steel Cor-
poration. He was a member of the Jednota
Club, and the First Catholic Slovak Union.
Surviving are his daughters; Evelyn Figura
of North Catasauqua, and Elizabeth Sarault
of Norristown, PA. His son Thomas and wife

Elizabeth of Hampden, ME. Grandsons;
Russel P. Ill (Abbey), Matthew, lan (Aman-
da), and great grandchildren; Tyler, Harper,
Luke, and Ryan.

- Submitted by Elizabeth Sarault

JOE JURSA
BRANCH 785 -
MISSISSAUGA, ON-
TARIO

Joe Jursa, lifelong
member of Jednota

Branch 785, passed

away peacefully on Oc-

tober 23, 2020, after a

long and courageous

battle with Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s Dis-
eases. His loving family was with him until
the end.

Joe was born in Sudbury, Ontario, but
grew up in Toronto. His entire education
from kindergarten to university was in the
Catholic system. He obtained his Bachelor
of Arts degree and his Bachelor of Educa-
tion degree from the University of Toronto.
His teaching career began at the secondary
school level, where his areas of expertise
included Mathematics and Science.

After a few years in the secondary school
system, Joe decided to explore new op-
portunities at the elementary school level
and joined the ranks of the Toronto Catho-
lic District School Board. He served in the
capacity of vice-principal at several schools
throughout his career. He had the facility of
relating effectively to students, teachers and
parents. He was a kind, caring and well-
respected administrator.

Joe was an accomplished saxophone
player and had his own polka band for
many years. His group, which was in high
demand, played countless Slovak, Polish
and Ukrainian weddings, as well as dances,
anniversaries, banquets and parties in and
around the Toronto area. He sang in the To-
ronto Catholic District School Board's Staff
Arts Teachers’ Choir for a number of years,
and his musical experiences also extended
into the operetta world of Gilbert and Sulli-
van.

Joe was fiercely proud of his Canadian
citizenship, his Slovak heritage and his
membership in the Jednota. He served as
Sports Director for Branch 785 for a number
of years and also was a member, briefly, of
the Jednota Supreme Court. He was a truly
committed Jednota member.

Joe was loyal to his friends, enjoyed his

colleagues in education, valued his rela-
tives, but above all, loved his family. Joe
was predeceased by his parents, Paul and
Susan Jursa, and his brothers, John and Ed-
ward Jursa - all staunch Jednota members.
He is survived by his loving wife Maureen,
children Paul, Carolyn and Peter (Diana),

and brother Emil.

Joe will be remembered for his kind and
quiet manner, good humour, loyal friendships
and, of course, his music which brought joy
to many. Rest in peace, Joe - you will be
missed by all.

- Submitted by Emil Jursa

Saints Cyril & Methodius Appeal
Continues in 2021

The mailing for the 43rd Annual Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal will be going out in
January to clergy of Slovak heritage, national and local leaders of our Slovak Catholic Fra-
ternal Benefit Societies, members of the Slovak Catholic Federation, previous donors, and
personal parishes of Slovak ancestry. The Appeal raises money to assist the Pontifical
Slovak College of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Rome with its day to day operations.

Thank you to all Branches and Districts to the 42nd Annual Appeal. As of November 29,
2020, this year's Appeal has raised $30,593.50 from 196 donors. On behalf of the Pontifical
College, thank you everyone for your continued generosity and support.

Any member of the First Catholic Slovak Union wishing to donate to the 2021 Appeal is
asked to fill out the information in the box at the bottom of this article and mail it along with
your check payable to the Slovak Catholic Federation to the address provided. Donations in
any amount are deeply appreciated and are acknowledged. The 43rd Annual Appeal runs
from December 1, 2020 to November 30, 2021. Gifts received after November 30, 2021 will
be credited toward the 2022 Appeal. Thank you again for your goodness and generosity.

The Slovak Catholic Federation was founded in 1911 by Rev. Joseph Murgas, founding
Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Slovak Church, Wilkes-Barre, PA. The Federation brings
together under one banner both individuals of Slovak heritage as well as Catholic Slovak
Fraternal Organizations for cultural, religious and educational needs. Serving as Moderator
is the Right Reverend Gary Hoover, 0.S.B., Abbot of St. Andrew Svorad Abbey, Cleveland,
OH. National President is Reverend Andrew S. Hvozdovic, V.F., Supreme Chaplain of the
Slovak Catholic Sokol and Pastor of Epiphany Parish, Sayre, PA. Reverend Thomas A.
Nasta, National Chaplain of the First Catholic Slovak Union and Pastor of Sacred Heart
Parish, Swedesburg, PA, serves as First Vice President of the Federation and is the Appeal
Coordinator.

43" Annual Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal

Name

Address

City

State Zip

Amount $

Please make check payable to Slovak Catholic Federation and mail to:

Rev. Thomas A. Nasta, National First Vice President
Slovak Catholic Federation
Sacred Heart Church
120 Jefferson Street
Swedesburg, PA 19405




continued from page 14

BRANCH 628 -
MUNHALL, PENNSYLVANIA
Ameeting of Branch 628 St. Michael Archangel will be
held virtually via Zoom on Sunday, December 27, 2020,
at 2:00 PM. The agenda will include a review of the past
year's business of the branch and election of officers for
2021. Members may contact Sylvia Vehec one week prior
to this meeting for more information at sjvehec@aol.com.
Sylvia J. Vehec, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 682 -
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

The next regular meeting for Branch 682 is scheduled
for Noon on Friday, January 22, 2021, at Materials Re-
search Laboratories, 290 N Bridge St. in Struthers, OH
44471, The meeting will include the assembly of the
branch annual report and discussion of sponsored proj-
ects/programs for the upcoming year.

Drew Hirt, President

BRANCH 721 -
BANNISTER, MICHIGAN

The winter meeting for Branch 721 will be held on
Sunday, December 13, 2020, at 2:00PM. The meeting
will take place at the Remenar home located at 8977 S.
Mason Road, Bannister, M. Face masks will be required
as well as practicing social distancing. Everyone is en-
couraged to attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph Beno, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 731 -
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

On Sunday, December 20, 2020, members of Saint
Joseph Branch 731 will celebrate Mass for our deceased
members. The Liturgy will be at 10:30AM at Our Lady
of Sorrows Parish, Saint Matthias Church, 915 Cornell
Street, Youngstown, OH. Our election of officers was held
on November 8, 2020. Officers for 2021 are Irene Ma-
kovec, President; John J. Leskovyansky, Vice-President,
Jim Bobby, Recording Secretary; Jackie Bobby, Financial
Secretary; Auditors Monsignor Robert Siffrin, Millie

Leskovyansky and Bridget Bobby. A tentative meeting
agenda and budget for 2021 was approved.

Jim Bobby, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 746 -
LINDEN, NEW JERSEY

St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 746 will hold a vir-
tual meeting on Sunday, December 13, 2020, at 1:00PM
via Zoom. The meeting agenda will include: donations
for 2020, election of officers, and update on the Jednota
Branch 746 Scholarship. Following the branch meeting,
in lieu of an in-person Christmas party which was can-
celled due to Covid-19 restrictions, there will be a virtual
Christmas party with games and Christmas caroling in
Slovak and English! Please come "dressed to impress"
with your best Christmas sweaters and holiday attire! If
you are planning to attend, please RSVP to Mary Ann Ra-
nahan at 732 589 1608 so we can share the Zoom link or
dial in option.

Mary Kapitan, Secretary

BRANCH 756 -
OWOSSO, MICHIGAN

St. Joseph the Guardian, Branch 756, will be holding a
(virtual) Zoom meeting on Sunday, December 13, 2020 at
1:00pm. Election of officers will take place at this meeting.
Any members planning to attend are asked to email Tyler
Gregoricka at tyler.m.gregoricka@gmail.com for further
details. Everyone is encouraged to attend. We hope to
see you there! If you are unable to attend, please contact
us at 989-277-8787 with any questions or policy/address
changes.

Warm regards,

Rita Gregoricka, Executive Secretary

BRANCH 831 -
TARENTUM, PENNSYLVANIA

Attention Branch 831 Members: the annual meeting
of the MSGR Josef Tiso District 11 will be held Sunday,
December 20, 2020, at 6PM. The meeting will be held in
Ford City at the CU Club, address: 910 6th Avenue, Ford
City, PA 16226. On the agenda: Officer election for 2021
and discussion to plan events for 2021. We encourage all
members to attend as your input is greatly appreciated.
No advance notice of attendance is required. Members
attending are asked to bring an unwrapped toy, the toys
will be donated to Toys for Tots. We pray all is well with
you and your family during this pandemic. Masks and
social distancing guidelines will be followed. Be Safe. Be
well. May God be with you.

Fraternally submitted,

Karen L. Greggs, Recording Secretary
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRANCH 844 -
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Branch 844 will hold its Annual Meeting on Saturday,
December 12, 2020, at the Slovak American Center, 1690
Placentia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831. The meeting will start
at 11:00 AM with the following agenda: officer reports and
a financial report; election of officers for the year 2021;
and planning activities for year 2021. Please follow the
guidelines for Covid-19 personal protection. All members
in our area are encouraged to participate.

Milan Konkol, Secretary

BRANCH 853 -
CHARLEROI, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 853 will hold a virtual annual meeting on De-
cember 13, 2020 at 11AM. The election of officers will
be on the agenda along with planning events for the 2021
year. Alunch stipend will be mailed to all attendees. Call
412-341-1577 or email FCSUBranch853@gmail.com to
confirm your attendance. Directions on how to attend will
be provided at that time. Branch 853 wishes all a blessed
Christmas season and a Healthy 2021.

Monica Rodacy Boone, President

BRANCH 855 -
PARMA, OHIO

Branch 855K Holy Name of Jesus Society will hold
its last meeting of the year on December 19, 2020, start-
ing at 10AM. For the continued safety of our members
and in keeping with strong recommendations from the
FCSU Board of Directors, this will be a virtual meeting.
We encourage all members to attend as election of of-
ficers will take place at this meeting. To get information on
joining the meeting by computer or phone, please email
fcsu855@gmail.com or call 440-864-4744 before Decem-
ber 19th.

May God Bless all of our members with a happy and
healthy Christmas and New Year.

Barbara Sutila, President

BRANCH 856 -
WASHINGTON, DC & AREA

Dear members of Branch 856: because of the Covid-19
pandemic all of the in person meetings had to be canceled
for this year as was the 55th anniversary Mass for the Slo-
vak Chapel in Washington, DC. Our meetings have been
done on Zoom and the Mass was live streamed from Tap-
pan, NY, for this year. All this has been done in order to
follow the Society's bylaw requirements. Let us pray that
next year 2021 will be a better year.

The Home Office and Branch 856 are unable to contact
the following members because we do not have current
addresses:  Michelle Blair, Jeffery R Gannon, Edward
M. Harding, Karen McMullin, Edward E.Nocket, Kimberly
Riedel and Edward Svrcek. If you have information on any
of the above please ask them to call me so we can update
their policies. Katherine Nowatkoski at 919-651-0363.

Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a Healthy Happy
New Year. Veselé Vianoce aj Stastlivy Novy Rok to all.

Katherine Nowatkoski, President

BRANCH 857 -
LEVITTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The meeting schedule of the St. Michael the Archangel
Branch 857 for the remainder of the year will be as fol-
lows: Sunday December 20, 2020 at 2:00PM. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions, the meeting will be held virtually
via a Zoom meeting. Those who wish to attend, please
call 267-795-7930 and leave a message (your contact
information) or email n.nasta@aol.com and we will send
you information on how to connect to the meeting.

Fraternally,

Nicole L Nasta, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 888 -
WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA

Due to the current pandemic and in keeping with rec-
ommendations from the Home Office, the Holy Trinity
Society, Branch 888 will conduct its second semi-annual
virtual meeting on Sunday, December 13, 2020, starting
at 1:.00PM.

All members planning to participate in the virtual
meeting(s) must RSVP by contacting David Rafaidus,
President, Branch 888 at 561-776-0449 or jednota888@
yahoo.com prior to December 10, 2020. For security pur-
poses, once you RSVP you will be provided the neces-
sary information on how to connect.

On the agenda for the meetings will be the discussion
of future Branch activities and items of mutual interest to
the membership. All Branch members are invited to at-
tend.

Dr. Blanka Kudej, President of the Czech/Slovak Amer-
ican Society of Arts and Sciences will present information
on historical moments in the Czech & Slovak Republic.

David Rafaidus, President
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District 3 Elects Officers for 2021

The re-elected officers of the George Onda District, District 3, on November 20, 2020
are: (L — R) Darlene Patty, Vice-President; William Patty, President; and Linda Gonta,
Secretary. (Not pictured: Stephen Gonta, Treasurer.) The officers were sworn in by Greg
Maurer, National Chairman of Auditors. Photo courtesy of Greg Maurer.

- Submitted by Linda Gonta, Secretary

Ohio Fraternal Alliance 2021
Scholarships

The Ohio Fraternal Alliance annually awards a college
scholarship to a graduating high school senior up to $500.

2021 Scholarship Applicant Must:

1.

o

4

5.

6.

Be an Ohio resident and a current youth policy member of a fraternal society, or
included in a family member policy that does not have youth policies belonging
to the Ohio Fraternal Alliance.

Be a 2021 high school graduate.

Submit a minimum 150-word essay entitled: How I'm personally involved in my
Fraternal Society & its Future.

Submit a list of the following activities: Church related activities, local community
and volunteer activities, school activities/clubs.

Submit a letter of recommendation from a local Fraternal Society officer.

Send a completed application dated and submitted by April 2, 2021.

To obtain an application and mailing address, go to: https://www.fcsu.com/membership-
benefits/scholarships/

Dear God, I Thank You

Dear God, | thank You for Your care
And constant guiding light,

For mountains, seas, and valleys fair,
And all the joys of sight.

For singing birds and morning dew,
And stars that brightly shine,

For every flower of every hue

That touched this heart of mine.

For smiles on a baby's face,
For twilight's gleaming gold,
For every gift and every grace
You give to young and old.

But most of all | thank You for
Your Son’s redeeming grace,
Won on a cross He meekly bore
To save the human race.

© 1999 George Kossik, Branch 584

Check out the First Catholic Slovak Union

website at wwwfcsu.com
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Christmas Eve Family Prayers - Stedrovecernd rodinn4 liturgia

Michael J. Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D.

One of the most
sacred and prized
Slovak family tradi-
tions is the Christian
tradition of the vilija, or
Christmas Eve Sup-
per. Some of us might
wish to revive, keep,
or enhance this expe-
rience. This article will
serve as a reference
for those who wish to
make prayer an inte-
gral part of the dinner.
Their recitation marks
the start of Christmas

and the gratefulness for the bounties and blessings of the past year.

The vilija revolves around the family being together for a sacred meal which commemorates the
birth of Jesus Christ our Savior. No meal is more meaningful for faith, family and tradition among
Slovak and Slovak-American Christians.

The prayers below are from the Slovak Roman Catholic tradition, but suitable for any Christian vilija

Stedrovederna rodinna liturgia

Miesto konania: Slovensko, pred Stedrou ve€erou u Vas doma
Na Vianoce si pripominame narodenie Pana JeziSa Krista, Bozieho Syna, z Panny Mérie. Pocas
tejto Stedrovecernej modlitoy méZeme preZit toto tajomstvo spoloéne ako rodina.

Christmas Eve Family Prayers

Venue: Slovakia, before your dinner at your home
At Christmas, we commemorate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, of the Virgin
Mary. During this Christmas Eve prayer we can experience this mystery together as a family.

Modlitby Pred Jedlom

Otec (alebo matka): V mene Otca i Syna i Ducha Svéatého. VSetci: Amen

Otec: Dnes oslavujeme Vianoce — sviatky narodenia nasho Pana JeziSa. JeZi§ sa narodil, aby
priniesol dobro, lasku a pokoj do nasej rodiny. V tito chvilu zavital aj k nam. Maria, Ty si matkou
narodeného BoZieho Syna. Chceme Ta cela nasa rodina pozdravit:

V3etci: Zdravasl, Maria milosti plnd, Pan Boh s tebou. PoZehnana si medzi Zenami

a pozehnany je plod Zivota tvojho, Jezi§. Svéta Maria, Matka BoZia, pros za nas hrieSnych teraz

i v hodinu smrti naSej. Amen.

Prayers before the Meal

Father (or mother): In the name of the Father and Son and the Holy Spirit. All: Amen

Father: Today we celebrate Christmas - the feast days of our Lord Jesus. Jesus was born to bring
goodness, love and peace to our family. He was also is with us. Mary, You are the mother of the Born
Son of God. We want to greet you all our family:

All: Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed
is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of
our death. Amen.

Epistola: Izaias, kapitola 9: 1-6

Lud, &o kraca vo tmach,

uzrie velké svetlo;

nad tymi, €o byvajd v krajine temnét,
zaziari svetlo.

Rozmnozuje$ plesanie, zva&3uijes radost. Jasaju pred tebou,
ako sa jasa pri Zatve,
ako plesaju ti, o sa delia o korist.

Pretoze lame$ jeho tazké jarmo, brvno na jeho pleciach a palicu jeho utlacatela ako
v defi porazky Madianéanov.

Lebo kazda hrmotna obuv
a kazdy Sat zma&any v krvi
bude spaleny, bude ohriu pokrmom.

Lebo chlapéek sa ndm narodil, dany nam je syn;
na jeho pleciach spociva viada

a volaju ho:

obdivuhodny Radca, mocny Boh,

vecny Otec, KnieZa pokoja.

Jeho moc vzrastie a pokoj nebude mat konca na Davidovom tréne a v jeho kralovstve. On ho upe-
vni a posilni pravom a spravodlivostou odteraz aZ naveky. To vSetko vykona horlivost Pana zastupov.

Epistle Reading: Isaiah, Chapter 9: 1-6

The people who walked in darkness, have seen a great light;

upon those, who dwelt in the land of darkness, a light has shone.

You have brought them abundant joy and rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as
people make merry when dividing its spoils.

For you have smashed his heavy yoke, the pole on his shoulders,

and the rod of their taskmaster, as on the day of Midian.

For every boot that tramped in battle, and every cloak rolled in blood,

will be burnt as fuel for fire.

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests.

They call him: Wonderful Counselor, Powerful God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

His dominion will grow vast and be forever peaceful, from David's throne, and over his kingdom,
which he confirms and sustains by truth and justice, both now and forever.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

Otec: Zapod&lvajme sa do slov Evanjelia podia Lukasa, ktoré ndm spritomriuju vianoénu udalost
(Cita niektory Clen rodiny):

Citanie z evanjelia podra svatého Lukasa, kapitola 2, 1-14

V tych dioch vySiel rozkaz od cisara Augusta vykonat stpis fudu po celom svete. Tento prvy stpis
sa konal, ked Syriu spravoval Kvirinius. A VSetci Sli dat sa zapisat, kazdy do svojho mesta. Vybral sa
aj Jozef z galilejského mesta Nazaret do Judey, do Davidovho mesta, ktoré sa vola Betiehem, lebo
pochadzal z Davidovho domu a rodu, aby sa dal zapisat s Mariou, svojou manzelkou, ktora bola v
pozZehnanom stave.

Kym tam boli, nadiSiel jej ¢as pdrodu. | porodila svojho prvorodeného syna, zavinula ho do plienok
uloZila do jasiel, lebo pre nich nebolo miesta v hostinci.

V tom istom kraji boli pastieri, ktori v noci bdeli a straZili svoje stddo. Tu zastal pri nich Panov anjel
a oZziarila ich panova slava. Zmocnil sa ich velky strach, ale anjel im povedal:

,Nebojte sa. Zvestujem vam velku radost, ktora bude patrit vSetkym ludom:

Dnes sa vam v Davidovom meste narodil Spasitel Kristus Pan. A toto vdm bude znamenim: Naj-
dete dietatko zavinuté do plienok a uloZené v jasliach.” A hned' sa k anjelovi pripojilo mnozstvo nebe-
skych zastupov, zvelebovali Boha a hovorili: ,Slava Bohu na vysostiach a na zemi pokoj fudom dobre;
vole." (Lk 2, 1 - 14)

Poculi sme BoZie slovo.

V3etci: Bohu vdaka.

Father: Let us listen to the words of the Gospel according to Luke, which represent the Christmas
event (a member of the family reads):

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, ch. 2, verses 1-14.

In those days, an order came from Emperor Augustus to make a census of the people all over the
world. This first census took place when Quirinius was the governor of Syria. And all went to register,
each to his own city. And Joseph went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem; for he came forth from the house and family of David, so that he
might be enrolled with his wife Mary, who was in a blessed state.

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she bore her firstborn son, and she
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, for there was no place for them in the inn.

In the same region were shepherds who were living in the fields and watching over their flock at
night. Here an angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them.
They were struck with great fear, but the angel said to them:

"Do not be afraid. Behold, | bring you tidings of great joy that will be for all people:

For today in the city of David, a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ and Lord. And this will
be a sign for you: You will find the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. "And
suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly hosts with an angel, praising God and saying: "Glory
to God in the highest and on earth peace to the people of good will." ( Luke 2: 1 - 14)

This is The Word of the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

Vetci:: Ticha noc (JKS &. 88) alebo ina vianoéna piesefi

All:  Silent Night (JKS No. 88) or another Christmas song
PROSBY A PODAKOVANIA

(Kazdy ¢len rodiny sa mdZe zapojit preitanim alebo pridanim vlastnej prosby alebo vdaky):

Otec: Pane, v dnesnu noc tvojho narodenia ta prosime:

Dalsi ¢len rodiny: Za vSetkych fudi dobrej vdle, aby s tebou vytvarali jednu ludsku rodinu. V:
Prosime ta, vyslys nas.

DalSi ¢len rodiny: Za opustenych, hladujucich, chorych a trpiacich, aby v

tychto dioch nasli oporu v tebe i v nas. V: Prosime ta, vyslys nas.

Dal3i €len rodiny: Za nés vSetkych (mozno vymenovat), aby sme v novom roku pocitovali tvoju
pomoc a ochranu. V: Prosime ta, vyslys nas.

(Mézu nasledovat vlastné prosby)

Otec: Adakujeme Ti: 5

Dalsi Clen rodiny: Za prezity rok, ze si nas sprevadzal a ze mozeme byt teraz pri dneSnej Stedrej
veceri spolu. V: Dakujeme Ti Pane:

Dalsi Clen rodiny: Za vSetky dary, ktorymi sa v dnesny vecer mozeme obdarovat a za to, ze
najvacsim darom pre nas si Ty. V: Dakujeme Ti Pane.

DalSi Clen rodiny: Za svatého Otca, biskupov a nasich kiazov, ktori st pre nas Tvojimi zastupcami.
V: Dakujeme ti Pane. (M6zu nasledovat vlastné vdaky)

V3etci: Modlitba Otce nas

Intentions and Thanksgivings

(Each member of the family can get involved by reading or adding one's own intentions or prayers
of thanksgiving):

Father: Lord, on the night of your birth, we beseech you:

Another family member: For all people, good will to create one human family with you.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

Another family member: For the forsaken, the hungry, the sick and the suffering, so that during
these days they find support in you and in us. All: Lord hear our prayer.

Another family member: For all of us (to be named), so we obtain your help and protection in the
coming new year. All: Lord hear our prayer.

continued on page 19
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Christmas Eve Family Prayers - Stedra vecera rodinn4 liturgia
continued from page 18

(One’s own petitions may follow here.)

The Father: And we thank you, Lord.

Another member of the family: For the past year in which you stood by us, and so that we can how
be together at today's Christmas Eve dinner.

All: Thank you, Lord.

Another member of the family: For all the gifts we can offer tonight, and the greatest gift for us is
You.

All: Thank you, Lord.

Another family member: For our Holy Father, Bishops, our priests and clergy, who are your repre-
sentatives for us.

All: Thank you, Lord.

(Individuals can add their own "thank yous".)

All: Pray the "Our Father"

Otec: Dajme si teraz znak pokoja.

Vetci: Pokoj a bratska laska nech je medzi nami. (VSetci si moZu vzajomne podat ruky alebo sa
objat.)

Father: Let us offer each other a sign of peace.

All: Let there be peace and the brotherly love among us. (Everyone can shake hands or embrace
each other.)

POZEHNANIE JEDLA:

Otec: Pane, pozehnaj toto jedlo, bud Castym hostom v nasom dome a daj svoj pokoj, ktory
zvestoval anjel v Betleheme, kazdému Eloveku. Skrze Krista ndSho Péna.

VSetci: Amen. Slava Otcu...

Pan Boh, pozehnaj nasi tieto dary, ktoré sme dostali z tvojej Stedrosti. Amen.

Daj, prosim svoj chlieb tym, ktori ho nemaju

a svoj pokoj kazdému z tvojich deti, do ich srdca. A ako bol tento chlieb

najskor ako zmo rozptyleny po poliach, neZ sa stal jednym z naSich pokrmoyv,

tak daj, aby vSetky tvoje deti zo vSetkych konéin sveta, sa s tebou raz stretli v tvojom kralovstve.
Amen.

Nasleduje Stedré vecera. Dobrii chut!
The Blessing of the Meal:

Father: Lord, bless this food, be a frequent guest in our house, and grant us your peace, which
the angel in Bethlehem, proclaimed to every man. Through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen. Glory be to the Father, ...

"Bless us, O Lord, and these, Thy gifts, which we are about to receive from Thy bounty. Through
Christ, our Lord. Amen."

We ask you to give your bread to those who do not have it, and grant your peace in the hearts for
every one of your children.

As this bread was first just grain scattered across the fields, before it became one of our sources
of nourishment, grant it to all your children around the world, so they will meet you at last in your
Kingdom. Amen.

The Bountiful Meal follows. Bon appetite!
Po jedle

Otec: Dakujeme ti, véemohlici BoZe, za v3etky tvoje dobrodenia, lebo ty Zije$ a kralujes na veky
vekov.

VSetci: Amen. V mene Otca...
After the Meal

Father: Thank you, Almighty God, for all your wishes, for you live and reign for ages.
All: Amen. In the name of the Father...

DARCEKY (Teraz rodicia vysvetlia detom prego st pod stroméekom darceky):
Rodicia: V tuto noc Boh obdaroval fudstvo najvzacnej§im darom, daroval ndm svojho jediného
Syna, ktory sa stal ¢lovekom, preto aj my sa obdarivame daréekmi na znak vzajomnej lasky.

GIFTS (Now parents explain to children why there are gifts under the tree):
Father: On this night, God bestowed on humanity a most precious gift, he gave us his only Son,
who became a man, so we also give gifts of love to each other.

Nasleduje rozdavanie a rozbalovanie daréekov; PoZehnané a milostipiné Vianoce!

The distribution and unwrapping of gifts: Wishing all a Blessed Christmas filled with grace!
Ticha noc (JKS €. 88) alebo ind viano€na piesen
Silent Night (JKS No. 88) or another Christmas song

Selected Sources

Jednotny katolicky spevnik (Standard Catholic hymnbook), http://spevnik.szm.com (Accessed De-
cember 2, 2020).

Pomajdik, Miroslav, "Zvyky, ktoré uz pomaly vySumeli z pamati: Takto sa kedysi slavili Vianoce
na Spisil," 20. december 2013, https://spisska.dnes24.sk/zvyky-ktore-uz-pomaly-vysumeli-z-pamati-
takto-sa-kedysi-slavili-vianoce-na-spisi-167420 (Accessed Dec. 25, 2019).

Stedra vedera Rodinna liturgia, December 24, 2013. http://www.vyveska.sk/stedra-vecera-rodin-
na-liturgia.html (Accessed Nov. 27, 2020).
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On 21 November 2020, Jozef Simongi¢, Slovak archivist
and professor, died at the age of 92.
. Born on 18 June 1928 in Dechtice, near Trnava, Jozef
Simonci¢ belonged to the founding generation of academics
at the University of Trnava where, upon its renewal in 1992,
he taught in the Department of History until 2009. He began
his professional career, however, as an archivist in the city
archives of Trnava in 1954, where he worked until he retired
in 1992. He organized and built up the archives not only of
the city of Trnava, but of the entire Trnava region, and the

University of Trnava.

His scholarly contributions to Slovak history made him one of the outstanding historians of Slo-
vakia. His study Ohlasy Franclzskej revollcie na Slovensku (Echoes of the French Revolution in
Slovakia) (1978) is a seminal work on a hitherto unknown period in Slovak history. He published nu-
merous edited monographs from the research done by him and young scholars under his supervision
on monasticism in Slovakia, the city and region of Trnava, and especially the University of Trnava.
Founded in 1635 by Peter Cardinal Pazman of the Society of Jesus, this university was one of Royal
Hungary's outstanding institutions of higher learning situated in Slovakia until 1777, when it was
moved to Buda. It was renewed in Trava in 1992. Thanks to Jozef Simon¢i¢'s archival and scholarly
work on the history of this university, Slovakia can boast today a higher education heritage on par
with that of many of Europe’s best universities. In recognition of his outstanding work, the University
of Trnava awarded Professor Simoncic a gold medal in 2015.

Jozef Simon¢i¢ was a gentle, kind, multilingual, highly educated, and intellectually curious aca-
demic who was also highly respected as an educator. He enjoyed sending me copies of documents
he found in Trnava archives about my grandfather, Stefan Danihel, who had been a member of parlia-
ment for Trnava in the First Czechoslovak Republic and the first Slovak Republic. A devout Catholic
he leaves behind his wife of 59 years, Leokadia, a daughter Jana, a son Jozef, and four grandchil-
dren. Slovakia lost an outstanding archivist and academic: Requiescat in pace.

- Submitted by Stanislav J. Kirschbaum

A Time of Joy
LT Following a prolonged
L AN time of anticipation, the hid-

wi den new life emerges with a
delight that is unique. The
birth of a baby has its own
measure of relief and joy.
And so it is that we celebrate
the birth of Jesus. This long-
expected coming brings to all
a singular joy. This promised
child is a gift and reminder to
us of the goodness of God.
We all hope for this com-
ing of Jesus to bring us the
strength and joy to live our

lives fully with His help.
- Reflection and translation (below) by Sister Maria Theresa Hronec, SS.C.M.

- Narodil sa Kristus v Betléme Christ Was Born

1. Christ was born in lowly Bethlehem,
Cradled in a manger filled with straw.
O straw so simple yet sublime,
Chosen to hold a life divine.

1. Narodil sa Kristus v Betléme,
poloZeny v jasliach na slame.
[:Ej, slama, slama, premila,
nikdy si tak $tastna nebola.:]

2. As the prophets spoke in prophesy:
In the midst of night His birth will be.
O precious holy midnight hour,
Never more sacred will you be.

2. Tak rorokovali proroci,
Ze sa nam narodi v polnoci.
[:Ej, polnoc svata, premila,
svatejSia nikdys’ nebola.:]

3. Na nebi jasné hviezda zjavila, 3. Inthe heavens shone a radiant star,
a nebeskym svetiom Ziarila, Sending heaven’s message near and
[:Ej, hviezda jasna, premila, far.

jasnajsia nikdys' nebola.] O star so wondrous, guiding light
Never more brilliant than this night.
4. Pastieri hned zo sna povstali,
anjelsky hlas z neba poculi.

[:Ej, piesen krasna, premila,
krajSie si nikdy neznela.:]

4. Shepherds woke and hastened from
their sleep,
Heard angelic voices songs repeat.
0 song of glory, precious gift,

5. Slava bud’ vzdy Bohu na nebi, Never more treasured, heaven'’s gift.

pokoj ludom dobrym na zemil
[:Ej, doba slavna, premila,
svatejSia nikdys’ nebola.:]

5. Glory to our God in heav'n above,
Peace on earth to all who live in love.
O blessed time prepared by God
To welcome His own Son on earth.
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OPEN MEETING:
President Andrew Rajec opened the meeting at 9:00 AM and asked Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.,
to lead the prayer.

The Executive Committee Meeting is being held as a teleconference due to the current coronavirus
pandemic. The Home Office is open with a limited rotating staff and limited hours to maintain day to
day operations. The Home Office will remain on limited hours with no walk-in business until further
notice.

ROLL CALL:

Members attending: Andrew M. Rajec, President
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President (via teleconference)
George F. Matta Il, Treasurer (via teleconference)
Thomas Ivanec, Regional Director (by invitation of the President)
(via teleconference)

ACCEPTANCE OF THE SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES:

The President presented the minutes of the September 19, 2020 Executive Committee
Meeting. A motion was made by Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., and seconded by George F. Matta Il to accept
the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

The President asked that the Treasurer and the Executive Secretary give a full written re-
port on the investment update to the Executive Committee. Following the report, they answered the
Committee’s questions.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT:
Investment Updates

The Executive Secretary and Treasurer submitted a written report to the Executive Commit-
tee on the investments and transactions with the Federal Home Loan Bank (FHLB), UBS, MAI Fund,
and Clutterbuck Fund. The Executive Committee discussed the report and the Executive Secretary
answered the Committee’s questions.

Portfolio Review
The Executive Secretary updated the Executive Committee on the report from our portfolio custodian,
Key Bank, found everything in order, and answered the Committee’s questions.

Mortgages and Overdue Mortgages
The Executive Secretary presented the report for the month of September for the Commit-
tee’s review and answered their questions.

Monthly Dishursements

The Executive Secretary reported that the following disbursements were incurred and paid
during the month of September:
Disbursements for the month of September 2020:

Death Benefits & Accumulations $ 369,841.81
Cash Withdrawals & Accumulations $ 18,283.63
Matured Endowments & Accumulations $ 0.00
Trust Fund $ 0.00

The Executive Secretary also presented the Membership and Annuity Report. The Execu-
tive Committee reviewed the remainder of the disbursements and the Executive Secretary answered
all questions.

AQS MANAGEMENT, INC.:

Larry White, representing AQS Management, Inc., presented an extensive Investment
Portfolio Transaction and Review Report via teleconference to the Executive Committee. Each mem-
ber of the Committee received a copy of the presentation in advance for his review. Following the
report, he answered the Committee’s questions.

The President asked Mr. White to review our investment policy and make recommenda-
tions to the Board of Directors at the December meeting.

Larry White presented an extensive review of potential new investment opportunities that
may be available. The President stated that we will take Mr. White’s recommendations under advise-
ment.

HOME OFFICE UPDATE:

The President and the Executive Secretary gave an update on the Home Office operations. The
Executive Secretary stated that the Home Office is open with a limited rotating staff and limited hours
to maintain day to day operations. The Home Office will remain on limited hours with no walk-in busi-
ness until further notice.

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW:

Annuity Rates:
The President led a review of the current annuity rates. It was decided the rates remain the same and

be reviewed at the next Executive Committee meeting in November.

MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2020
HOME OFFICE, INDEPENDENCE, OHIO (TELECONFERENCE)

SALES AND MARKETING:

The Vice President gave a production report on our recommenders and agents to the Ex-
ecutive Committee. Following the report, he answered the Committee’s questions. The President
stated that the annuity sales are well above plan for 2020.

The Executive Secretary stated that the premium quote system is on our website at fcsu.
com and has been updated with the new insurance rates. You can enter information about a person
and a quote will be generated for all the insurance products available for that individual. The updated
insurance applications are also available on our website.

The Executive Secretary stated that we are still recruiting agents thru a marketing cam-
paign and an email campaign. The Home Office marketing team is still working with Visia, our outside
marketing firm, to develop new marketing material.

The President stated that there were 111 producing agents in 2020 to date compared to
less than 40 in 2019.

The Vice President stated that the membership meet has been canceled this year due to
the coronavirus pandemic. If conditions improve, we hope to hold a membership meet in 2021.

BRANCH/DISTRICT MEETINGS:

The President and the Executive Secretary stated that the Board of Directors strongly recommends
that all Branch and District meetings for the rest of 2020 be held virtually. The Executive Secretary
stated that a letter has been sent out to all Branches, Districts and Board Members to outline options
for virtual meetings and if they have any questions to contact the Home Office.

The Executive Secretary stated that we have received a good response to Branches/Districts holding
virtual meetings and they are taking the proper precautions when meetings are held.

KROLL BOND AGENCY:
The President stated that he does not have an update on a Kroll rating at this time but hopes to have
one before the end of the year.

REQUESTS FOR ADS AND DONATIONS:
Requests for donations and ads were reviewed and acted upon.

ADJOURN:
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Kenneth A. Arendt and
seconded by George F. Matta Il to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., closed the meeting with prayer.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

Andrew M. Rajec
President

Answer to buzzle

Solution to Puzzle from page 11
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Statement as of September 30, 2020 of the FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA & CANADA
ASSETS
Current Statement Date 4
1 2 3
Net Admitted December 31
Nonadmitted Assets Prior Year Net
Assets Assets (Cols. 1-2) Admitted Assets
Lo BONUS ittt ntanne | etesseneeees 384,631,284 | .....oiieiceee | e 384,631,284 | ........c....... 375,195,522
2. Stocks
2.1 PrEEITEd STOCKS. . ..cvvieeeeiieiiceseiet et | eeetee e 500,000 | ..coovriniinrriieeees | e 500,000 |...oovvirrriirieeen,
2.2 COMMON SEOCKS. ...vvvievticereisties ettt e ettt ss s tessensns | sresssssssessesnens 2,295,789 | .oviiieerr e | e 2,295,789 | .o 5,373,038
3. Mortgage loans on real estate:
3L FIISEENS. oottt | erebetneeb et 85,855 | | e 85,855 | .o, 98,970
3.2 Other than firSHENS.......c..evereerere s | srrerssssssnes e resessens | nersssssssss s ssssensns | serseseses s 0 [
4. Real estate:
4.1 Properties occupied by the company (less $.......... 0
ENCUMDIANCES) ...ttt ettt ettt ettt bbbttt b sttt e b s sn s e ebebens | sbassnsssesesesesasanas 517,303 | .voeeeeeeeeeeeeieceinees | e 517,303 | e 573,086
4.2  Properties held for the production of income (less $.......... 0
ENCUMDBIANCES).c..veviiivctetetere ettt bbbt b e e sa bbbt e b e s e e s s st bebebase e e snanans | ersssesssereserenens 369,196 |..oooovirieeiiiieeeee | e 369,196 | .o 357,633
4.3  Properties held for sale (less $.......... 0 €NCUMDIANCES)....uvvvvevrrrerirereesssesissseissssseasssses | seressssesssssssssssssnssssesssssssss | ossesssesessssessssssssssessssnes | essesesssessssssesssesesnssesns O RO
5. Cash ($.....38,721,730), cash equivalents ($.......... 0)
and short-term investments ($.....1,975,169).......ccccvirrirrennmeinessesnsess s | sersssssesessnens 40,696,872 | ..ovvevvieeeieersieessreinniees | cevreeninsneennns 40,696,872 | .ovvverrerrnenn, 20,830,145
6. Contract loans (including $.......... 0 PreMIUM NOLES)....c.cvvceerereirireeeei st seseiseerensnnes | eeeneseansssessnenes 1,164,496 | .o | v 1,164,496 | ....ccccevevene. 1,204,506
T DBIIVALIVES ..ottt bbbt | Hrbs s s bbbt | eerebs st enrens | eberen et 0 [
8. Other iNVESIEU ASSELS.......cvcvivevevceieiecesis ettt ettt se sttt ese e sn st sbenans | sreresnessssseserens TA24,449 | ..o | e 7424449 | ..o 8,042,686
9. RECEIVADIES FOF SECUMMIES. ... cvuevrierseeirerereieeee ittt ensens | snsessessssesennebsssenensssensenne | rebessernesessenen s enenneransens | bessessesnssesennsssssenennssens 0 [ e
10. Securities lending reinVeSted COlALEIAl ASSEIS........cviiiiieeeii et eres | crerebessses s eesere b sssssess | soreierereresesssisssieereresesessns | sreresssisisieereresesssesiseies O R
11.  Aggregate Write-inS fOr INVESIEA ASSELS.......viviririeeirireireeeireeesesi s snses | eressssesssssessssesessssesssanes (O I (O (O 0
12. Subtotals, cash and invested assets (LINES 110 11)........cccuvireiireiieeesiieieeereereeesssiserens | severisinienens 437,685,244 | ...ovverereririiireeeinans O 437,685,244 | ....ccvvvvnn 411,675,586
13. Title plants less $.......... 0 charged off (for Title INSUIEIS ONIY)......ccviveeierrieirieiriierssseeiseenins | sereersesessssssssssssssessssssnes | ossesssssssssssessssssssssesssnses | essssesssessssssesssesessssesns O RO
14, Investment iNCOMe due and ACCTUEM...........cvurierriirierieiriiei et | ceeteeneinsieseens 5,003,613 | .oocviiiiriieen | s 5,093,613 | ..ccvviiinn, 4,828,524
15. Premiums and considerations:
15.1 Uncollected premiums and agents' balances in the course of collection.............cccovee | cevevvveivieeieennnnn, 27,680 | .eoovveveveeeeiieineiieens | e 27,680 | coovvvevererereeene, 20,400
15.2 Deferred premiums, agents' balances and installments booked but deferred
and not yet due (including $.......... 0 earned but unbilled PremiUmMS)........coeierririniie | e | e | s eesesssees (1 T
15.3 Accrued retrospective premiums ($.......... 0) and contracts subject to
redetermination ($.......... ) ST DO OT U OO E T OTPRTOOPR ISPUOTOP TSP ROPT O T
16. Reinsurance:
16.1  Amounts recoVerable from MBINSUTEIS. ... ssssssssnsens | seesesssssnsssssnssssesssessessns | orsessessnssssenessssesnssesanes | resesssesssssss s 0 |
16.2 Funds held by or deposited with reiNSUred COMPANIES..........crerrrieirieirieirireeneereins | rereesisesseseeeeeessssssssnsses | seresersssssessssesesssessssssessse | stessssesssasssssssessssssesssees O R
16.3 Other amounts receivable UNder reiNSUFANCE CONMIACES. ........rvurvrrererrireieeeiseisiessees | rerseisssisssssesssssiessssssssins | soesesssssnsssssnsssssesssessesss | neeessesesssssnsssssnsssssnenns 0 |
17.  Amounts receivable relating to UNINSUFEA PINS........ccveurrirriiniinisscsnseessssssssssssessssesssses | sereessssessssessssssssssssnsssess | ossessssssessssssssssssssseessses | sessesesnssssssssesssesessssesns O [
18.1 Current federal and foreign income tax recoverable and INtEreSt tErEON........c..ocvviirriieins [ o | et | ereeseeess e sssesssaees O R
18.2 Nt UEfEITEd tAX ASSEL. ... vvvecrererererie st | nessess s sss s nsnnis | sessessessnssassnen e ensnnss | rererns et 0 [
19.  Guaranty funds receivable OF ON UEPOSIL.........vvrvriieirirrirtrere e sssessseresssses | seresssssessssessssesssssessssnsess | essesessesesssnsssssssssssesessses | essesesnssessssssesssesessssesns O |
20. Electronic data processing equIPMENt and SOMWATE..........ccceviiiiiiiririiieeee it sesnnes | crerererereie e e rererereinses | vevssseseseseesisssssssessseseeres | sessssseresesereresessssssasereses O [,
21. Furniture and equipment, including health care delivery assets ($.......... 0)evereereerirerrerrseins | e | rrern s | e —————— O U
22. Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign eXChANGE FAES........ccovieriirrrrries e reenis | reeerrereesee e sssisseiees | seseesssesesssesessssessssesesnes O R
23. Receivables from parent, subsidiaries and affiliatES...........cciiiiiiiiiiiiee s | | e | e O
24. Health care ($.......... 0) and Other amOUNES FECEIVADIE. .......cvveuererrirrcereisieisseeers s ssrsenes | werereessesnsssssssssesnseressssees | essessssssesnsssssssssessssssesnses | sessesesssesessssesssesesnssesns O
25. Aggregate write-ins for other than INVESIE @SSELS.........cciiiiicciiee e | e, 550 | o 550 | o (O RN 0
26. Total assets excluding Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected
Cell Accounts (LINES 12 through 25).......ccveurieuriniieiniiieiseisineeesi s ssessessssissseisnssss | sesesessssessens 442,807,087 | ..covvrerrriiccieins 550 | ceeriins 442,806,537 | .coovvirines 416,524,510
27. From Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected Cell ACCOUNES. .......vvvveries [ eerrrerrinnieninieiniesnsienis | reressssessssessssssssssssssesess | sesessssssesnsesesssssssseseses O |
28. TOtal (LINES 26 @NU 27).....cocviieeriiiririeieieis sttt sesssens | nesssesesesens 442,807,087 | ..covvvrvrrniicieieins 550 | e 442,806,537 | .cooovvirinns 416,524,510
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LIABILITIES, SURPLUS AND OTHER FUNDS

10.

11.
12.
13.

14.
15.1
15.2

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
20.
21.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.

Aggregate reserve for life contracts $.......... 0less$.... 0
included in Line 6.3 (including $.......... 0 MOUCO RESEIVE)......oiviiiiciisiisisssis bbb
Aggregate reserve for accident and health contracts (including §$......... 0 MOACO RESEIVE)......cviicicssiss s,
Liability for deposit-type contracts (including $.......... 0 MOACO RESEIVE)......couvivirriiriiessiss s ssssssnns
Contract claims:
D1 LB
4.2 ACCIENE AN NBAIN. ......cvvvcvicriie b bbb bbbt
Policyholders' dividends/refunds to members $.......... 0and coupons $.......... 0 due and UnPAId............rvvvrrrrmrrrmrerssssesssssssesssseseens
Provision for policyholders' dividends/refunds to members and coupons payable in following calendar year - estimated amounts:
6.1  Policyholder's dividends/refunds to members apportioned for payment (including $.......... O 1018 (o) O
6.2 Policyholder's dividends/refunds to members not yet apportioned (including $.......... 0 MOACO)....vvevieiies i
6.3 Coupons and similar benefits (including $.......... 0 MOUCO).....uiiiii bbb
Amount provisionally held for deferred dividend policies not iNCIUAEA IN LING B..........ccvvurviecrinerisesiiecressisssssee s ssessssssssnens
Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health contracts received in advance
less $......... 0 discount; including $.......... 0 accident and health PrEMIUMS.........cc.eevierieeieiess s
Contract liabilities not included elsewhere:
9.1  Surrender values 0N CANCEIEU CONIIACES...........rvvrueriirriieriisesisssessssss s s s s s
9.2 Provision for experience rating refunds, including the liability of $.......... 0 accident and health experience rating

refunds of which §.......... 0is for medical loss ratio rebate per the Public Health SENVICE ACt.........occvvienciniinissicesiennes
9.3
9.4
Commissions to agents due or accrued - life and annuity contracts $.......... 0, accident and health $.......... 0
and deposit-type contract funds $.......... 0.ttt R
Commissions and expense allowances payable 0N reiNSUFANCE ASSUME.............evirvirriieiiessissssssiesssssssesssessssesssssssssesssssssens
GENEral EXPENSES AU OF ACCIUBH. ...v.vvuirvveerieciiesiie st isssss bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt
Transfers to Separate Accounts due or accrued (net) (including $.......... 0 accrued for expense
allowances recognized in reserves, net of reiNSUIE AlIOWANCES).........uiviiiieiisiise st
Taxes, licenses and fees due or accrued, excluding federal INCOME TAXES. ... s
Current federal and foreign income taxes, including $.......... 0 on realized capital gains (I0SSES)......uvveiirieirisisisssss s ssssssiens
NEL AEFEITEA TAX TADIIEY.......cvviivveiesisii bbb bbb bbb
UNEAMEH INVESIMENE INCOME. ......ovvvicviieriiesiec st s bbb bbb
Amounts withheld or retained by reporting entity 85 QBN OF tTUSIEE.........c.uucviecriierieesessessses st
Amounts held for agents' account, including $.......... 0 agents' Credit DAIANCES. ...
Remittances and itemMS NOt AlIOCALE.............ovviureieeicies s bbb
Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign EXChANGE FAES........c.iieieiiii s
Liability for benefits for employees and agents if not iNCIUAEH DOVE. ... s,
Borrowed money $.......... 0 and interest thereon $.......... 0.t
Dividends to stockholders declared and UNPAIL...........cocviiciiiiiis s bbb
Miscellaneous liabilities:
24,01 ASSEEVAIUALON TESEIVE. ......covvevivaeiisciisesisss s ssses s s sses bbb s
24.02 Reinsurance in unauthorized and certified ($.......... 0) COMPANIES. .....cvvverieeriisesiessssees s
24.03 Funds held under reinsurance treaties with unauthorized and certified ($.......... 0) TBINSUTETS......cvvveriveerieesiessies s
2404 Payable to parent, SUDSIAIANES AN AFfIIALES........cvveiiieiiei s bbb
2405 DIafts QUISTANGING. ....vvvecviiiieire e s b bbb bbb bbb
24,06 Liability for amounts held under UNINSUIEA PIANS.........c.viiiiciiiisssis st sssssssesssssenns
24.07 FUNAS NEId UNGET COINSUTANCE. ......vvvuviveerisessisssssesssessssssssss s sssss st
24,08 DEIIVALIVES........cvvverrviessiisessisesissssssess e sss st st bbb s s EES b b b s s sss b sas b s e ss e n
2409 PayaDIE fOr SECUMLIES. .. ..vuurvvierviiciisc st bbb
24.10 Payable fOr SECUMHIES IBNAING........ccvvvuiriieriiecrieee e
24.11 Capital notes $.......... 0 and interest thereon $.......... 0.t st
AQQregate WIIE-INS fOF ADIMHIES. ... vvvevierriiiie e st
Total liabilities excluding Separate AcCOUNtS DUSINESS (LINES 110 25)......uivvriericiiriinsiieiesisses s sssssssssisssssssssesssessiessssssssssans
From Separate ACCOUNTS STAIBITIENL. ........cciviriirrierireissie s s ss s s s e s e bbb bbb bbb s
Total ADIIES (LINES 26 AN 27)......ucvviiierieiesie st bbb bbb bbb bbb
COMMON CAPIEAI STOCK...1vv1vvvivvsiveiissiis it bbb bbb bbb
PEfEITEA CAPIAL STOCK. ....1.cvveiisciiciisii bbb bbb bbbt
Aggregate write-ins for other-than-special SUMPIUS fUNGS. ... s
SUPPIUS NOLES....oocvvovivivecs it bbb
Gross paid in and CONIDUIEA SUIPIUS...........cvvuervirrriieeiiee s st
Aggregate write-ing for SPECIAl SUMPIUS FUNGS............cvvriiiicrierieies bbb
UNASSIGNEA fUNAS (SUIPIUS) .. cvvervveiisericiiesisesiiesiie st sessss s ss bbb bbb bbb bbb
Less treasury stock, at cost:
361 ... 0.000 shares common (value included in Line 29 §.......... 0) 1t
362 . 0.000 shares preferred (value included in Line 30 §.......... 0.t e
Surplus (Total Lines 31 +32 + 33 + 34 + 35 - 36) (including $.......... 0in Separate Accounts Statement)...........ccocveevvveerieerressienninns
TOtalS Of LINES 29, 30 @NA 37.....ouuvevovcvieeieeise et
Totals of Lines 28 and 38 (Page 2, LINE 28, COL. 3).........viiereerieeeiisesiessess sttt

............................. 962,581

............................. 724,693

...................... 397,910,688

...................... 374,376,504

........................ 44,895,849

........................ 42,148,006

........................ 44,895,849

........................ 42,148,006

...................... 442,806,537

...................... 416,524,510
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SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
1 2 3
Current Prior Prior Year Ended
Year to Date Year to Date December 31

1. Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health CONrACES.........cccocveeiieneeiesccce e | e, 29,514,181 | ...ccoovrnne 12,164,449 | .............. 18,944,367
2. Considerations for supplementary contracts With life CONtINGENCIES. .........ciueiiiiieicree ettt sb s bsas | seretessessbessesstessessbestes | sebessesessessessssessesastesetans | erebessesesessesissassesesansns
3. N INVESIMENE INCOME. .. .eiiiiieies ettt ettt sttt r et et st sttt et s s e s esebab et et st st st st s e st s ee et et et et st st st st eseaesesasasasasstsssessesesesenerasasnsns | srerererssnsnins 13,079,435 | v 12,239,877 | oovvvvrnne 15,841,382
4.  Amortization of Interest Maintenance RESEIVE (IMR).......c.covuiveiicriieieiee et eese st b st ss bbb sssssanns | evesissesesessesenns 293,675 | oo, 289,744 | ..o 405,470
5. Separate Accounts net gain from operations excluding UNrealized GAINS OF [OSSES.........ccivierriiieiieieeeieerses e essresssiesens | ceresssissssssssssssssssssesesss | sresssssssssssssssssssesssessssns | sresesesessessssssssessssssssesas
6. Commissions and expense allowances 0N BINSUFANCE CEAB.........ouiiiiirieiiesie et tstes et es bbb st st sstessbessesssens | sessebastessesestesssassesesastes | sssessessssessessssessessstesesans | sresessesesassesesassesesassens
7. Reserve adjustments 0N FEINSUFANCE CEABM. ........ciiiiireieiites ettt ettt ettt s bbb ettt et bbb st st esbe st enbe st | ebsebessessetessesstassesetenses | sebessetessessesestessetansesetans | ebsebessessesessesetassesesansans
8. Miscellaneous Income:

8.1 Income from fees associated with investment management, administration and contract guarantees

TTOM SEPATAIE ACCOUNLS......v.vveiviieeteieietes ettt eet sttt s bt b b es st et eb b en s bt s st st sttt snsebesesetasensssassnsebassnsans | sessetesensnsessssnsessnsesessnsess | essssesesonsesessesesssnsesssnss | ebesnsessssnsesensesesssesasanes

8.2 Charges and fees for AEPOSIt-TYPE CONMIACES. ........ccoiiiriiieiciiie ettt sss bbbt s bbbt ss st ssens | sbebsessssessessssessessssesstasss | sesbessessstessessssessessssesnss | ebesbessesesessesassessesnsesans

8.3 Aggregate write-ins for MISCEIIANEOUS INCOME.........ciiuiiiiieiieieeie ettt et ettt et b s bbb b et esbe st essessbens | tesietentessetentesserans 1,875 | oo T7540 | covvvvveirin 20,491
9. TOMAIS (LINES 110 8.3)....cuuiucuiicireieieiese et b bbbttt ettt ntnes | ererenenienes 42,889,166 | ................ 24,771,610 | ....cccvvee 35,211,710
10, DEALN DENETIES. ....oucvvivicicci e bbb bbb bbb sttt bbbt nens | bebesiesenienas 2,486,463 | ..ccoevverirnns 2,430,368 | ..ccvvvieriirinn 2,947,289
11. Matured endowments (excluding guaranteed annual PUre BNAOWMENES)........c..cviirieriirenieiesseesessessesessessessssessessnss | ssessssessesssesesssesesssess | siesesessssesssesesssesesess | resnssessesnssesessssesssonns
12, ANNUILY DENEMS. ..ottt b bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb s st st st s bnbesnetnns | baebessenaetnes 10,258,706 | .....c.couue... 11,823,877 | covvevin. 15,861,490
13. Disability benefits and benefits under accident and NEAIH CONMTACES. ..ottt ssaessesnes | ctretestessesssses b ssessssens | cressesesessesiesessesssbessesinss | sressssessesissessessssessesnsnes
14. Coupons, guaranteed annual pure endowments and SIMIIAr DENETIS. ..o | erereresns e iesesenes | srerssiesesns e sssssesssesesens | srebesissesssessesesissesessesesns
15. Surrender benefits and WithdrawalS fOr I8 CONTACES.........vurererirriireirrcessees e ssssssssesss | srersessesssssessenes 365,525 | vvvrnririnienes 422,927 | oo 525,812
16, GrOUD CONVEISIONS. .. ..cuvicvitessetetessessssessetssse st ssse s s st s b sss st ss s s st st s b s s s st st bt s bbb s s b ss b s s b et s s b ss b s s b st ssebntensesntenses | absessstessesstassesnntessesntens | sbessessesessesstassesstassesnss | sresssessessssassesnsassesnsanes
17. Interest and adjustments on contract or deposit-type CONtraCt fUNGS...........cooveviriiicieice e eanns | sebesseseaessenees 448,047 | v, 126,214 | ..o, 760,700
18. Payments on supplementary cONtracts With ife CONtINGENCIES.........ccivcrieiicieeeie et ssb s ebessesssesees | ctresissessessssessesessessessstens | ctessesiesessesiesessesssessesinss | sessssessessssessessssessessssenes
19. Increase in aggregate reserves for life and accident and health CONTACES...........ccevieriiieieieecees s | evenererinens 24,911,426 | ..ccouevrnnn 5,958,739 | ..ccvevunnan 10,396,020
20, TOtAlS (LINES 100 19)....vuevuiireriiiieeiiessssessesssseseesessesses sttt n s entntns | nebsessessessnns 38,470,167 | ..ovvvrrrnnns 20,762,125 | ...covvrvrinne 30,491,311
21. Commissions on premiums, annuity considerations and deposit-type contract funds (direct busingss only)........ccccceeevvveeee | cevverereereerernn, 512,940 | oovvrererirnnn, 199,755 | oo, 317,576
22. Commissions and expense allowances 0n reiNSUFANCE ASSUMEM..........cccvereierirerieerseeiersseessssssesesssesssssssssssssssessssssssassssass | sessessssssessssssessssssessssssass | sessesessssssessssesessssssesssiess | sesessssesssessssssessssssesssnss
23. General insurance expenses and fratemMal EXPENSES.......cccierrcieicseese st sss bbbt sse e ssssesaens | sessesssssssesnns 2,758,139 | oo 2,857,533 | coovviiierenne 3,295,310
24. Insurance taxes, licenses and fees, excluding federal INCOME TAXES........ccviieiciieicee e ssb s senas | essesessesesessesees 94,002 | .ovveeeerin 93,066 | ...cococvriririrnne 118,288
25. Increase in loading on deferred and UNCOIIECIEA PrEMIUMS........c..cuiviiiiiireiciere ettt bss bbb s b st ssnas | sbessebsssesssssssesessssesstesss | estessessssessessssesssssssesnsns | sebessessesnsessesssassesassasans
26. Net transfers to or (from) Separate ACCOUNES NEL OF TEINSUFANCE. .........ccvvveviiriiereteeere ettt e be bbb es b sssebes | sessebesessesessssesesessessssnsass | esiesesssessesesiesesasesesasiess | ebessesessssesessnsesessssesesanes
27. Aggregate WIItE-INS fOr JEAUCHIONS. ........cooviiceiicsic bbb st bbb bbbt s bt | stebsctsneesanenens (657,678) ...covverrcrnnans (507,105) | ..oocvvvrreerrcnnns (327,461)
28. TOAIS (LINEBS 2010 27).....ucveiiiiieeicieteiesetes st b st b bbb s bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt bbbt st bt | ebntesantnens 41,177570 | ..., 23,405,374 | ............... 33,895,024
29. Net gain from operations before dividends to policyholders and federal income taxes (Line 9 minus Ling 28).........ccoouevveees | covverviiinennn, 1,711,596 | ..ooeovvenen. 1,366,236 | ...cocovvreree. 1,316,686
30. Dividends to policyholders and refunds t0 MEMDETS..........cccviiiiiiiee bbb s b bnaes | ebeseesasseseesneas 307,243 | oo 302,370 | covvevrrriin 424 834
31. Net gain from operations after dividends to policyholders, refunds to members and

before federal income taxes (LiNe 29 MINUS LINE 30)......c..ciiviiiiiriiriiiereeeesesesssssessssssessssssesssss s sssssssesssssssessessssesses | esessssesessnns 1,404,453 | ..oooovvrnn. 1,063,866 | ...coovvererirnes 891,852
32. Federal and foreign income taxes incurred (excluding taX 0N CAPITAI GAINS).......cccviveiiereieeries et sesesssesssseses | ceveeresesssesssssesessssessssnsess | esieiesssessssssssssesesssssssess | oesesessesssinsesenesesssnsesones
33. Net gain from operations after dividends to policyholders, refunds to members and federal income taxes and

before realized capital gains or (105Ses) (Ling 31 MINUS LINE 32)........couiiiriiiciricicsie et sebs s ssssssssenes | evsessssessssnsens 1,404,453 | ....cooevnnee. 1,063,866 | ....ccovvrerncrnene, 891,852
34. Net realized capital gains (losses) (excluding gains (losses) transferred to the IMR) less capital gains

tax of $.......... 0 (excluding taxes of $.......... 0 transferred t0 the IMR)........ccciiicess s sseens | evenveeeesnsenens 3,543,953 | ovvvreiriin, 106,659 | .oovovvvverernnn, 6,960,683
35, Netincome (LINE 33 PIUS LINE 34)......cverieeieeieereicerees ettt ettt ss bttt s bt sna s s bt ss st sen bt snsnsansnss | oevesessesesssenes 4,948,406 | .....ccovnnee. 1,170,525 | ..coovvevrenee. 7,852,535

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS ACCOUNT

36. Capital and sSUrplus, DECEMBET 3L, PHIOE YBAI.........covveveivererrireeeieiese ettt tssse s sss bbb s ss b ss s s sse bbb sensessnnas | evessesessaneas 42,148,006 | ....coevu... 32,374,585 | coovvren, 32,374,585
37, NELINCOME (LINE 35)....uiiiieieiiieiieei sttt a bbbt bbb bbb bbb bbb s bbbt st st tannas | nebsebaesaesansees 4,948,406 | ....ccceovene. 1,170,525 | coovirernn 7,852,535
38. Change in net unrealized capital gains (losses) less capital gains tax of $.......... 0ot | s (3,546,497) | ..evoverrreriennns 660,306 | ..cooerrrreriennne 3,188,390
39. Change in net unrealized foreign exchange Capital GaIN (I0SS).......oueriieiiinieieiess s ssssssssssseses | stessessssessessssesessssesssnsss | estessessssessessssessssssessesns | sereessssessssssessssassessssasaes
40. Change in NEt AETEIMEH INCOME LAX.........ceiveiciiies ettt ettt sttt bbb bbbt s bbb es bbb estebnbestens | s1ebasbessebentessesantesetantesss | 4estesestessesetassesensassesenses | sebesbessesessessesensessesanssans
41, Change in NONAAMITIEA ASSES.........ciiirivieriiriieriri et eer et ssr bbb bbb bbb s bbbt s bbb s bbb s bbb b st s bsbsas | sobessebesssssetassssaess 1,946 | oo, 2,189 | oo 2,919
42. Change in liability for reinsurance in unauthorized and Certified COMPANIES..........cccvvieiiieeiceie et ebesenees | seresissesesessesesissesesessesenss | serebesissesesessssesissesesessesss | ssissesesensesesissesessesesssesas
43. Change in reserve on account of change in valuation Dasis, (INCrEASE) OF UECTEASE. ..........ceveveirerreereieerere ettt sssssenss | seresesssesesssssssssssssessssssss | serssesssessssssssssssesssessssns | ssessesesessessssssssasesesssesas
44, Change iN aSSE VAIUALION TBSEIVE.........cviueiviiscirisiietessc e tsss et ss bbbttt bbb bbb bbb bbbt s bbb s s b bensenas | ebsebestessesaneas 1,310,860 | ....cococvvvrernee (171,010) | .ccvererereee, (1,209,880)
45, ChANQE INTTBASUIY SIOCK. ........cvivetictiteticteetet ettt ettt ettt et s bbb bbbt bbb b bbbt e bbb en bbb es b b st enbe b s bensebnbentas | siebasbessebantessetantesetantesss | essessstessesntessesantassesanses | sebesbessesansessesansassesessasans
46. Surplus (contributed to) withdrawn from Separate ACCOUNES AUIMNG PEIIOM. ........couvevieviererieierieres ettt seesssiesessesiens | sesestessssssesiessssessessstesss | essesesssssesissessesenssssesinses | cesessessesessessesessessessssesens
47, Other changes in surplus in Separate ACCOUNES STAIEMENT..........cccviuiiiiererieeree ettt se s ese bbb ss s s sebebesses | sebessssesesessessssssesesensesenss | sesebesissesesessesesssesesensesss | ssissesesensesssiesesessesesssesas
48, ChanQe iN SUPIUS NOES.......cveviiveiieiciet ettt et es et es et et et es bbbt s bbbt n bbb s bt s bt n bt s bt sebnts | s1ebntessetantessesantesebantense | estessesassesetassessntansesntns | sebestessesnsessessstassesntasans
49, Cumulative effect of changes in aCCOUNLING PIINCIPIES. ... ..ottt b st es et es bt s bt | s1ebasbesssbsstessebsstessetantenss | estessssassessstassesantessesanses | sebesbessessssessessssessesassasans
50. Capital changes:

BO.L PAI UMttt et b s bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb b s bbb bR b s e bbb bbb et ben e betas | Hestebebensebesnstebesentetesietets | ebiereberentebesetebes et etes et | ebenebesser et en et s b s ene

50.2 Transferred from SUrPIUS (STOCK DIVIAENG)...........ccvvieiieieeeiiicicie ettt ettt as st sss s en s bt sssssesnsens | sessesssessssessssessssnsessssssess | essssesesessssesnsesssnsssssess | setesesesssesssassesessssnsasnes

50.3 TraNSTEITEA 10 SUMPIUS......cvvveiiiteireietesie et tstes et et s bt st es bbb b st bbb s et s bbb s bbb s et nb st n b st st s bantens | ebsebentessesassessetensessetantes | sebessesastessessstessesantessetans | sbsebestessesassessesansessnsansons
51. Surplus adjustment:

DL PAI UMttt et et e b s et bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb b s bbb s bbb es bbb es bbb entebebans | ebiebentesetentes et entesebentes | eebesiebenteseb et esebentesetens | srebestes b ente st et s et entens

51.2 Transferred to capital (SLOCK DIVIABN).........cociviriiiireieeeie ettt b e bbb st bbb bbb st bsebes | sessebesessesessssesessnsesessntess | esvesesesensesssesessssnsesnsiess | eresesessssesesassesessssesesnss

51.3 Transferred from CAPIAL .........cccovviiiieeeece ettt ettt e b st s bbbt ssse s s s tssnsesensetanss | sessesesessssessssesessnsetessntess | essssesesessssesesesesnsesssess | sevesesesisesesansesesssesasnes

51.4 Change in SUrPIUS aS @ rESUIL O FRINSUFANCE. .......c..ceiericeriieierssee sttt st s et s et s st s e bnaens | essebessessesassesesessesstastes | sebessessssessessstessessntesesans | srissessessesassessesassessesassons
52. DIVIAENAS t0 SIOCKNOIUEIS. ......cvuivcirciciscicieic ettt bbb bbb bbb sesens | sbessessansensanssssassnssssenans | sessessassessassastassasssnsansess | arsessessastessasssssasssnssssaesas
53. Aggregate write-ins for gains and 10SSES iN SUMPIUS........c.cuevevriviiereieiiereise ettt iese bbb ssse s s s ssse s sessessens | oevsesessisnsessssenes 33,128 | .o 7,319 | oo, (60,543)
54, Net change in capital and surplus (LINES 37 throUGN 53).......c.vcviieiniiiiees e ebe s bbb sessebens | ceveresseresssanes 2747843 | v 1,669,329 | ..coovvirrnee. 9,773,421
55. Capital and surplus as of statement date (LINES 36 + 54).......cc.cerviieiieeiersss ettt ss s sesesnes | svessesesesenas 44,895,849 | .......co..... 34,043,914 | v 42,148,006
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Deadline Extended to

December 31, 2020

1st Year Premium Walved on
Juvenile Enrichment Plan (JEP)

. 1styear premium waived on
$10,000 Term Insurance *

. $14 annual premium

. Premium never increases

. Guaranteed convertibility at any time
up to age 25 (no medical examination
required)

. College scholarships available

. Free newspaper subscription

. Youth activities

All applications must be
received in the Home
Office postmarked
by December 31, 2020.

FCSU FINANCIAL®
First Catholic Slovak Union
6611 Rockside Rd, Suite 300
Independence, OH 44131

*Higher amounts available - please contact your

800-533-6682 Branch Officer or the Home Office
fesu@fcsu.com Standard underwriting applies.
www.fcsu.com

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020

ARE YOU PLANNING ON PASSING
YOUR ASSETS TO LOVED ONES?

Then consider

WEALTH TRANSFER

Wealth management
through our Single Premium Whole Life Policy

Here are the benefits:

. Avoid income tax
. Avoid probate

. Cash value growth

Interested? Call 800.533.6682 today!

FCSU Financial - First Catholic Slovak Union
Contact your branch officer or the home office
6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, OH, 44131,
800.533.6682, www.fcsu.com, insurance@fcsu.com

Plan akecad and lecavea
posatave legacy behind

DID YOU KNOW THAT...?

According to a recent article in TIME magazine the cost of a
funeral is between $6,000 and 515,000 wit
average of $7,775?

Donitileavesaifinancial burden
ryour family or loved ones.

_‘"’" Q

Inquire today about
FIMAL EXPERSE
IMSURARMCE

The sooner you do, the less it costs!

FCSU Financial - First Catholic Slovak Union
Contact Branch Officer or the home office
6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, OH, 44131, 800.533.6682,
www.fcsu.com, insurance@fcsu.com

Fcsu

FEATURES: SINGLE
gf‘eym?uNnE PREMIUM
and have

fully paid-up

i ‘Protect your family’s future ‘
life insurance

Issued in any
amount
($5000 or more)

Purchase Single Premium
Whole Life Insurance

Excellentfor  coverage for your Children,

Estate Planning
or final expenses.

Grandchildren or Yourself.

(Subject to To learn more go to
no_rr_nal under- www.fcsu.com or contact
writing)

your local branch officer
or call
First Catholic Slovak Union

at 1-800-533-6682.




