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Great News!

Now available for the 7 Night Alaska Cruise - Inside State Rooms at $1255.00
(double occupancy) and includes pre-paid gratuities and Transfers. We have a limited
number available. These rooms will be given out on a first come-first serve basis.
Call today at 1/800-533-6682.

~NEWS FLASH~

Special 2% Annuity Bonus
Limited Time Only
You Must Act Before 06/30/07

FCSU’s flexible premium annuities are among the safest and most secure ways to pro-
vide funds for the future. The current interest rate of 5%(*) on the 6 year flexible premium
annuity remains among the most competitive rates available.

*Current interest rate is reviewed quarterly by Executive Committee and subject to
change.

Now we offer the opportunity for a 2% bonus on New funds deposited before
06/30/07

How do you earn this 2% Bonus?

¢ Applicable to both new and current annuity members.

e Applies only to new annuity deposits made to a new Flexible Premium Deferred An-
nuity policy.

¢ Deposits made between receipt of this notice and June 30, 2007. Minimum new
deposit $4,000.

e Bonus of 2% will be added to your annuity on June 30, 2011.

* Bonus Rules *

1. Bonus of 2% applies only to net deposits received by FCSU between receipt of this
offer and June 30, 2007, excluding interest earned and less any withdrawal made between
01/01/07 and 06/30/07. Bonus payable only on the Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity.

2. Bonus of 2% will be credited on 06/30/2011. The bonus will be based on the net
funds deposited between 01/01/07 and 06/30/07, which must be maintained with FCSU
until 06/30/2011. (Interest earned on the bonus funds will not be included in the bonus
calculations.) Example: $100,000 @ 5.0%* (4 years) + 2% of $100,000 = $123,551.

3. If member with funds eligible for the bonus dies prior to 06/30/2007, no bonus is
payable. If a member with funds eligible for the bonus dies between July 1, 2007 and July
1, 2011, the bonus will be prorated to the
date of death.

4. To be eligible for the 2% bonus, new
deposits must be received by June 30,
2007. Any FCSU annuity withdrawals after
January 1, 2007 and redeposit with FCSU
(except Park Money Annuity and Park 2 An-
nuity) prior to 06/30/07 will not be eligible

continued on page 4
Inside
Editorial/Commentary..................... 2,3
Branch/District Announcements....... 6,7
ODItUANIES .veevvveecveecree et 16
YOUEN o 13
SPOMS ..o 8,9

CSU Financial/Minutes....5, 7,10, 11,12

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT

FOR THE YEAR 2006
Presented March 16, 2007

Fellow Officers and Members of the Board of Directors
of the First Catholic Slovak Union.

This is my first report to you as the newly elected
President.

In 2006 the Society again reached historic milestones
in both assets and surplus in what was and will continue
to be a very competitive and challenging interest rate and
insurance marketing environment.

Highlights of the 2006 Annual Statement filed with the
Ohio Department of Insurance are as follows:

1. Assets increased to $197,310,824 from
$195,540,901.

While the Society did not quite reach the $200,000,000
mark, progress was made toward that goal. | understand,
that primarily because of bank competition, some fraternals Andrew M. Rajec
actually experienced a reduction in assets, primarily from annuity withdrawals.

2. Surplus grew an impressive $1,689,042 (17.17%) to an all-time high of
$11,555,594 compared to a surplus gain of $1,288,423 in 2005. Net income
after realized gains/losses and after paid dividends was $1,539,009 compared
to $1,169,361 in 2005.

The change in surplus resulted as follows:

a. The 2006 net gain from operations was $1,798,772 before dividends compared to
$1,650,483 in 2005. Investment income remained about the same. The gain in net
operating income was achieved in spite of the extra expenses incurred for the 2006
Convention in Boca Raton, Florida.

b. Death benefits paid were $2,502,460 which was $83,319 less than in 2005.

c. General and fraternal expenses increased $327,852 primarily due to the 2006
Convention expenses.

d. The Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) on 12/3/06 stood at $3,540,809 a decrease
of $77,962, but the Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) stood at $2,590,136 an increase
of $431,991.

e. Realized Capital gains (excluding $210,078 transferred to IMR) were $49,903 versus
a loss of $173,043 in 2005.

Net unrealized capital gains were $551,836 (versus $320,251 in 2005).

The Society is making a conscious effort to reduce the maturity dates of the bond port-
folio. We only invest in the highest grades of securities as identified by the NAIC (National
Association of Insurance Commissioners) for the protection of our Members.

3. Life insurance in-force at 12/31/2006 was $328,716,000, less reinsurance ceded of
$3,326,000. There was an in-force increase of $4,188,000 over 2005, obviously not
sufficient, since much of this was in low premium JEP policies. We are in the process
of developing programs to address this issue.

4, Investment income was $11,746,690 a slight decrease (about $18,000) from 2005
in a very tight fixed income investment environment.

5.The net investment rate of return was 6.2% again an outstanding figure and among
the highest for any fraternal benefit society.

6. Reserves are at a very conservative level and in conformance with Ohio Department
of Insurance regulations.

continued on page 4

From the desk of the Executive Secretary:

DIVIDENDS INCREASED BY 25%

Board of Directors and Officers of the First Catholic Slovak Union are pleased to
announce a 25% dividend increase for 2007. Through management control and wise
investments over the last 12 years our Society has enjoyed tremendous growth. We
have experienced a surplus increase from 2006 to 2007 of 17.1%. As a result we
want to reward our members for showing confidence and trust in our Society.
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Insights and Viewpoints

St‘ VlnC€nt Al’ChabbCy I H0mlll€S Fr. Campion P. Gavaler, 0.S.B. and Father Demetrius R. Dumm, 0.S.B.

April 15, 2007
Second Sunday of Easter

Gospel Summary

The first thing that we notice in today’s gospel account is the
amazing effect of the presence and words of Jesus on his confused
and frightened disciples. He finds them cowering and in hiding,
completely immobilized by the terrible memory of the death of their
beloved leader. He addresses them cheerfully with the standard
greeting: Peace. Under normal circumstances, this simply means
that one wishes another well. But it conveys far more than that when
spoken by the risen Lord. The disciples feel that
the world is out of control. Jesus assures them that such is not the
case. In fact, he is there to offer them the gift of deep and unshakable
confidence. In spite of dire appearances, all is well.

The reason that all is well is because Jesus now offers them the
Spirit. This Holy Spirit has the ability to enter the deepest recesses of
their being and to make Jesus more truly present to them than he ever
was when they knew him in the flesh. Jesus offers the same Spirit to
us also and this Spirit can make Jesus wonderfully present to us. For
it is this Spirit who convinces us of the love of God for us and when
we know that we have nothing to fear.

We recall how God took his good spirit from King Saul and gave it to David (1 Sam 16:13-
14). The consequences were dramatic. Saul would slip deeper and deeper into darkness
and despair, while David seemed to lead a charmed life in spite of sins and tragedies. In
fact, he became the model of the Messiah.

Thomas was not there to receive the Spirit and so he could not trust the good news that
the other disciples shared with him. However, when he met Jesus later everything changed
and he allowed Jesus to become thenceforth the center of his life. The witness of others is
always important, but nothing can replace a personal encounter with the Lord.

Life Implications

One need not look far in our world for attitudes of cynicism and distrust. We should avoid
becoming gullible or naive, of course, but we must at all cost learn how to trust. The risen
Lord offers us his Spirit and, if we open our hearts to that best of all gifts, we will be able
to trust when it is necessary to do so.

Most of all, we will trust God’s promises, which tell us, in essence, that we can share in
the life of Jesus if we dare to be kind and thoughtful and loving in a world that is too often
thoughtless and cruel. We really cannot be trustful persons, however, without the help of God.
With that divine help we can avoid the terrible pessimism of Saul and acquire the positive,
hopeful spirit of David. This spirit is found everywhere in the Psalms, which have been at-
tributed to David, not because he wrote more than a few of them, but because the authors
of these beautiful prayers were all people with David’s positive and trusting spirit.

A special gift of the Spirit is the confidence and freedom that allow us to forgive others.
Life is just too short for holding grudges or for nursing old injuries. And when we let go of
these burdens we will enter more and more into the joy and generosity of the Spirit. In this
way, we will not only be free to face the future with courage but we will also become much
more pleasant fellow travelers for those who are making the journey with us.

NEWSPAPER DEADLINE

All copy is due by 4:30 P.M., THE MONDAY BEFORE THE ISSUE DATE, unless otherwise
stated below because of special holiday scheduling. Copy that is not received by this
deadline will not necessarily appear in the following Wednesday’s issue.

Issue Date Copy Deadline
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18 MONDAY, APRIL 9
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2 MONDAY, APRIL 23
WEDNESDAY, 16 MONDAY, MAY 7

Correspondents who are announcing upcoming events should remember that the
JEDNOTA is printed EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY, and should take into account the extra
time lost in the postal system. Therefore, please plan to have your announcements to
us in ample time for them to be printed and received by the readership.

Send all copy (English AND Slovak) to:
Anthony Sutherland, Editor
“JEDNOTA”

1011 Rosedale Avenue, Middletown, PA 17057-4835
FAX: (717) 944-3107

John 20:19-31

Demetrius R. Dumm,
0.8.B.

April 22,2007 (Year C)
Third Sunday of Easter

Gospel Summary

Simon Peter and his companions after fishing all night catch nothing. At dawn as they
approach shore, someone on the shore whom they do not recognize directs them to cast
out their net. When the net is filled with a large catch, the beloved disciple recognizes
Jesus, now risen from death, and says to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When they reach shore,
they see a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus invites them to
eat with him. He takes bread and gives it to them and in like manner
the fish. Jesus then asks Peter three times if he loves him, and says
to him in turn, “Feed my lambs...Tend my sheep...Feed my sheep.”
Jesus then speaks of the kind of death Simon Peter will undergo, and
says to him, “Follow me.”

Life Implications

Friendship with Jesus is the one essential thing of life, regardless
of any other circumstance--sickness or health, poverty or wealth, low
or high position in society or church. That is the supreme truth John
wants to tell us in his gospel. The good news is that Jesus desires our
friendship, and offers it to all who welcome him in faith. We can identify with many of the
persons Jesus encounters in the gospel—the Samaritan woman, Martha and Mary, Lazarus
(at whose death Jesus wept), Peter, Mary Magdalene, the beloved disciple. The gospel also
warns us not to identify with those who reject friendship, and even betray friendship with
Jesus. Jesus can also call us his friends because he has told us everything he has heard
from his Father (Jn 15:15). The titles that we use to address Jesus (Messiah, Lord, Son of
God), however orthodox and exalted they may be, are inadequate to express the full mean-
ing of Jesus for us unless they include “Beloved Friend.”

A personal, loving relationship with the Risen Lord clearly was a distinguishing char-
acteristic of John’s community. Sad experience, however, soon revealed that individual
relationships with Jesus were not sufficient to hold the community together. We can see
from the First Letter of John that various individuals, claiming to speak with the Spirit of
Jesus, began to teach false doctrines. Eventually they formed splinter groups that separated
people from the community. In our gospel passage today, John shows us that individual
friendships with Jesus must be complemented by authority within the community. The
Risen Lord commissions Peter to serve that function.

That authority that Jesus gives, however, must be exercised out of deep friendship with
him. “Do you love me?” Jesus asks Peter the crucial question three times as he commis-
sions him to tend and to feed his sheep. The principle, of course, applies not only to the
successor of Peter, but to everyone who exercises authority in the church, from the family
to the chancery. Only in this way does human authority becomes an expression of the
authority of Jesus, the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep.

In today’s gospel passage, John also links friendship with Jesus with his real presence
at our Eucharistic meal. The meal Jesus shares with his disciples together with the feed-
ing of the large crowd (John 6) and the Last Supper Discourse reveal the meaning of the
Eucharist for us. Jesus, the Risen Lord, truly is with us at our sacred meal— speaks to
us, prays with us, leads us in self-giving to the Father, gives himself to us as our bread and
wine. He calls us his disciples and his friends: the life implications remain the same. Jesus
also says to us: “If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought
to wash one another’s feet” (John 13:14). The way we will fulfill his request to follow him
as disciples in service of others is unique and particular for each of us. We can count on
the Spirit of Jesus to guide us in discerning what that service will be.
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Insights and Viewpoints
Apostleship of Prayer
Intentions for April 2007

GENERAL INTENTION

Call to Holiness. That guided by the Holy Spirit, each Christian may respond enthusiasti-
cally and faithfully to the universal call to holiness.

We who belong to the Church founded by Jesus Christ commit sins every day, yet the
Church of Christ is perfectly holy. How can this be? The Vatican Il document Lumen Gentium
explains that the Church is holy because it is the very Body of Jesus Christ, the uniquely
holy Son of God. Jesus loved the Church as His bride, delivering Himself up for her to make
her holy. Jesus and His bride, the Church, are one, and this union is holy.

Christians are called to practice holiness, to walk as Jesus walked. We all receive power
from on high through the Holy Spirit to believe, to love, and to be virtuous in every way. Jesus
said, “Be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mat. 5:48). Yet what is perfect
for one person is not what is perfect for another. We have differing gifts of the Holy Spirit
just as we have different roles in life, different circumstances, and different challenges. We
learn to embrace God’s perfect will in all of them.

We are not to judge one another’s lack of holiness, but to help one another become as
holy as each one can. When we sin, we confess our sins, and God forgives us and cleanses
us—no matter how many times we fail.

To attain the holiness of Jesus, we each must learn how to lay down our lives for others.
The Apostleship of Prayer asks its members to offer each day as a sacrifice for others—all
our prayers, works, joys, and sufferings. Such sacrifice is our daily participation in the
Sacrifice of the Mass. Through our daily offering, we abide in Christ. In Christ and by the
Holy Spirit, we offer ourselves to God in reparation for our own sins and the sins of others
until we all come into the holiness of the Kingdom of God.

For Reflection

In what area do you need the Holy Spirit to renew your hope of holiness and grant you
grace to overcome sin?

MISSION INTENTION

Vocations. That the number of priestly and religious vocations may grow to meet the
needs of North America and countries of the Pacific Ocean.

In his Message for the 2006 World Day of Prayer for Vocations, Pope Benedict XVI states
that we were all called by God before the creation of the world. Whatever our call, love
is the reason. Whatever our response, God always loves us first. Many stifle God’s call to
religious life out of fear that they are too sinful to serve God. To them the Pope replies, “The
prodigal son’s awareness of his own sin allowed him to set out on his return journey to the
Father.” So St. Paul understood that the power of Christ rested upon him in weakness, not
strength (2 Cor. 12:9).

Pope Benedict reflects that God calls to the priesthood men “who are to exercise a
fatherly role.” And God calls to consecrated life women who like Mary, Mary of Bethany, or
Mary Magdalene “follow him on their own initiative, simply out of love.” For by the Code of
Canon Law the first duty of all who are called to religious life is to seek “union with God in
prayer” (663 1). Jesus knew that His sheep would need many shepherds. “The harvest is
abundant and the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers
for His harvest” (Mat. 9:37-38). To that Pope Benedict adds, “It is not surprising that, where
people pray fervently, vocations flourish.”

So our vocation is to pray for vocations. Let men and women respond to God’s call to
religious life, especially in areas of the world where they are most needed, including in
North America and the countries of the Pacific.

For Reflection

God calls, but always leaves us free to refuse. Facing many questions, Mary said, “Be it
done unto me according to your word.”

From the desk of the Executive Secretary —
Visit our web site! www.fcsu.com

Exciting News — The Jednota Newspaper (English and Slovak sections) is now on our
web page and for your convenience 4 back issues and the current issue are maintained
on the web page at all times. If you missed an article or looking for a recipe you need only
to go to the web site

Branch and District Officers announcements are now on the web page and listings of
all activities for the various regions.

If you are looking for forms or applications you may find those also on the web site.

We encourage our branch and district officers to use this means of keeping in touch with
their branch members and announcing events. The email address is fcsu@aol.com if you
wish to send your information to the home office.

We will continue to update the web page, please check for announcements such as our
special 2% bonus now being offered through our annuity program, special offers on our
insurance products, trips to Slovakia, and our Alaskan Cruise Membership Meet.

WEB SITE — www.fcsu.com

ReﬂeCtiOnS On OUI' ChriStianit_)/ Msgr. Edward V. Rosack

Resurrection

The accounts of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in the gospels
and in the epistles of Paul can be difficult to harmonize because each
account is a partial one. Nevertheless, the following is our attempt at
this very task. This is a composite of all texts.

On the first day of the week, when the Sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James and Salome, went to the
sepulcher, the tomb, to see it. They brought with them spices to anoint
the body of Jesus Christ. They came while it was still dark, as it began
to dawn, when the sun had just risen. (Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:1, Luke
24:1, John 20:1)

A stone, however, had been rolled across the entrance to the tomb. As they approached,
they conversed, “Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” (Mark
16:3)

Suddenly the ground shook, an angel appeared and rolled back the stone. The guards
“grew paralyzed with fear of him and fell down like dead men. (Matthew 28:4)

Entering the tomb, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary saw one/two young men standing
there clothed in white. (Mark 16:5 & Luke 24:4) The body of Jesus was not here.

The young man sitting at the right side said, “You need not be amazed! You are looking
for Jesus of Nazareth, the one who was crucified. He has been raised up; he is not here.
See the place where they laid him.” (Mark 16:6) “Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He
has been raised from the dead and now goes ahead of you to Galilee, where you will see
him.” (Matthew 28:7) “Go now and tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you to
Galilee, where you will see him just as he told you’.” (Mark 16:7)

Frightened and trembling, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome,
fled in fear and in joy and accompanied now by Joanna and the other women that were with
them told the apostles what they had witnessed. (Matthew 28:8 & Luke 24:10)

Peter and the other disciple went to the tomb, the other disciple, running faster but he
did not enter the tomb. Peter entered and saw the wrappings lying on the ground and the
head covering rolled up in a place by itself. The other disciple John believed at once in the
Resurrection. (Luke 24:12 & John 20:3-10)

Peter and John left the tomb and went home, Peter wondering what had happened.

Mary Magdalene returned to the tomb and stood outside weeping. Stooping down, she
looked inside and saw two angels in dazzling robes sitting, one at the head and the other at
the feet where the body of Jesus had lain. The angels asked her, “Why are you weeping?”
She replied, “Because the Lord has been taken away, and | do not know where they have
put him.” (John 20:11-13)

Mary Magdalene then turned around and saw Jesus standing there. “Woman, why are
you weeping?” Jesus asked her. “Who is it you are looking for?” Mary thought he was the
gardener and replied, “If you are the one who carried him off, tell me where you have laid
him and | will take him away.” (John 20:14-15)

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She replied in Hebrew “Rabbouni!” (“Teacher”) (John
20:16)

She rushed to embrace his feet. Jesus stopped her saying, “Do not cling to me, for | have

Msgr. Edward V. Rosack

continued on page 4

00 % %
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“PARK 2 ANNUITY” -
NOW PAYING 4.75%

Under the “Park 2 Annuity”, you make a one-time deposit of at least
$1,000.00 into an annuity fund that accumulates interest at a guaranteed rate
for two years. Additional deposits are not allowed.

Features of the “Park 2 Annuity” include:

e The FCSU guarantees your initial interest rate for two years. After two years,

your funds will continue to accumulate interest at no less than 3.0%.

¢ The “Park 2 Annuity” can be converted to any of the FCSU Annuity Plans at

any time.

e The “Park 2 Annuity” is not applicable to any settlement option or interest

option.

e Withdrawal Privileges-Funds withdrawn during the first two years are subject

to an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge. The charge is 6% the first year and 5%
the second year. You may, however, withdraw up to 10% of your ‘beginning of
the year balance’ with no FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge.

e Even though you may not incur an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge, withdrawals

before age 59 ¥2 may be subject to a federal tax penalty.

¢ Tax on the interest earned is deferred until the annuity funds are drawn.

e The minimum deposit is $1,000.00.

Please contact your Branch Officer or the Home Office for applications.
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President’s Annual Report

continued from page 1

7. The 2006 results include a total dividend payment to members of $309,671 ($308,079
in 2005), which reflects payment on in-force policies on the Society’s regular dividend
payment schedule.

8. The safety of Members’ funds is a primary goal of management; 92.4% of Society
invested assets are in bonds and preferred stock and over 86.6% of bonds held by
the society ($140,359,032) are in the top 2 rating categories (of 6) as established
by the National Association of Insurance Commissioners. The Society owns bonds
of only 1 company whose bonds are rated in default (Delta Airlines) and those bonds
are at 12/31/06 only $101,000 under original cost. In order to diversify investment
risk and maintain the high level of investment income, the Society has invested in
preferred stocks, (9.2%). All preferred stocks are in the top three rating categories.
Reflecting a conservative investment policy the Society had only $1,532,745 invested
in common stock at 12/31/06.

9. In addition to policy reserves, the Society investment reserves are $6,130,945
($2,590,136 - AVR; $3,540,809 — IMR) as required by current regulation.

10. Fraternal expenditures were $940,983, which are greater than prior years. At
year-end, the society maintained a strong cash position to deal with unexpected
contingencies and opportunities in the economy.

These are significant accomplishments for the society. Detailed analysis will be in the

Actuarial Report, which will follow along with additional internal financial reports.

The foregoing deals with our financial health, but since we are a fraternal society, we
must also be aware of our fraternal side. This is why our name is First Catholic Slovak
Union. We are not just another insurance company.

Each year in January, we join in the National March for Life in Washington D.C. We have
been protective of life, revere life, endeavor to sustain life and coming from Slovak parent-
age we cannot do otherwise. We are a fraternal, and a fraternal is made up of people who
recognize the sanctity of life. It is a gift from God.

Our Society was founded in 1890 by Father Stefan Furdek. We celebrated the 150 years
of Father Furdek’s birth in 2005, and the 115" year of our founding.

Father Furdek not only was a great humanitarian but he was also an astute business-
man. He was responsible for our presence in the Middletown, PA area. He bought the
original acreage there.

We now have approximately 300 acres with 2 modern office/mixed use buildings. The
parcels have an appraised value of over $10 million dollars, which is very conservatively
carried on the Society’s Statement at a much lower figure. We have the opportunity and
obligation to build value on these holdings for the benefit of our Society’s Membership. We
will discuss and develop a plan regarding these properties.

Overall, from the financial perspective 2006 was an excellent year.

The purpose of this Annual Meeting is twofold: first to review the past year and secondly
to plan for the future.

Most fraternals, including the ethnic fraternal insurance companies, have experienced a
declining membership i.e. Eagles, Moose etc. In our modern world younger people aren’t
“joiners” for many reasons, i.e. time, other interests, mobility etc.

Fraternals are founded on the lodge system. We will be taking positive steps to address
the condition of our lodge system during 2007. Merging branches is only a placebo but a
part of a necessary process.

| have said that we must have a copy of our Jednota newspaper in every Member house-
hold. This is our primary means of communication and in many cases the best way to get
our insurance products in front of our Members’ eyes. This is in the process of happening.
You will note that | put this item in my “Message from the President” in the February 21,
2007 Jednota issue.

The old axiom in sales, is “the best customer for new sales is your old customer”.

We will follow that axiom by supporting our own current recommenders with additional
help from the Home Office and by contacting our inactive lodges from the Home Office. We
will also be more aggressive in appointing independent agents in other states and areas
where we do not have active lodges or active recommenders.

| have said with regard to our Society’s future, “This is America”. We need to recognize
the fact that the “American Dream” also resulted in assimilation of our forefathers and,
us, their descendants. While we will honor and preserve our Catholic, Slovak heritage, we
must also deal with reality.

Even many third, fourth, and fifth etc. generation descendants of our Slovak immigrants
have knowledge of their Slovak heritage. Genealogy is a favorite hobby for many younger
people today. However, young consumers today are not making financial decisions based
primarily on ethnic heritage. Their decisions are based primarily on cost, benefits, service
etc. Our insurance and annuity products are excellent and competitive, but we must get
the word out. That’s our challenge.

In addition, if our Society wants to retain a Slovak character in coming generations, we
must attract the wave of young immigrants that have come and are coming to the U.S. They
must be involved in the Society at all levels, from the Branch to the National. Our challenge
is to attract them, and our challenge to them is to join us.

| have often heard that we have the greatest Slovak Society in the world, let’s prove
it.

Andrew M. Rajec
President

IT’S TIME YOU GET INVOLVED —
ATTEND LODGE MEETINGS!

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007

Reflections on Our Christianity

continued from page 3

not yet ascended to the Father, Rather, go to my brothers and tell them, ‘l am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God!” Mary Magdalene immediately went
to the disciples and said to them, “I have seen the Lord. (John 20:16-18)

The disciples did not believe Mary. (Mark 16:11)

Matthew’s account is different.

After the angel told the women that Jesus “has been raised,” he added, “Go quickly and
tell his disciples: ‘He has been raised from the dead and now goes ahead of you to Galilee,
where you will see him’.” On the way to telling the disciples, Jesus, “suddenly without
warning” stood before them and said, “Peace!” The women “came up and embraced his
feet and did him homage.” Jesus then said, “Do not be afraid! Go and carry the news to my
brothers that they are to go to Galilee, where they will see me.” (Matthew 28:6-10)

After the guards at the tomb recovered from their collapse, (Matthew 28:4), some of the
guards went into the city to tell the chief priests all that had happened. The chief priests
assembled the elders and after consulting with them gave the guards a lot of money and
told them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the night and stole him while we were
asleep. And if any word of this gets to the procurator, we will straighten it out with him and
keep you out of trouble.” (Matthew 28:13-14)

“This is the story that circulates among the Jews to this very day.” (Matthew 28:15)

Paul the Apostle writes in Romans 8:11, “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, then he who raised Christ from the dead will bring your mortal bodies
to life also, through his Spirit dwelling in you.”

In 1 Peter 1:21, Peter writes, “It is through him that you are believers in God, the God who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory. Your faith and hope, then, are centered in God.

See also Acts 2:24, 1 Corinthians 15:15 and Galatians 1:1.

Reference now: The New Jerome Biblical Commentary, (81:132-135), page 1377, The
Resurrection of Jesus.

In the gospel narratives, the Koine Greek verb, aor. pass., egerthe, is normally translated
“He was raised up.” In A Grammar of New Testament Greek (London, 1963), passive forms
of Koine Greek can be translated intransitively as “He is risen.” Jerome translated egerthe
as surrexit (Latin), “He is risen.” “He was raised”, however, is to be preferred in the Synoptic
gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). In John’s gospel, however, John 10:30, “The Father and
| are one,” shows a development in theology wherein Jesus and the Father act by the same
divine power. Therefore, one may say that Jesus rose by his own power. John 10:17-18:
“The Father loves me for this: that | lay down my life to take it up again. No one takes it
from me, | lay it down freely and | have the power to take it up again. This command |
received from my Father.” Consequently, egerthe should probably be translated, “When he
had risen from the dead.”

The Our Sunday Visitor’s Catholic Encyclopedia states, “...the Lord Jesus rose from the
dead through his own power, because of the union of the human and divine natures in the
One Divine Person of Christ. When Holy Scripture (see above) says that Christ was raised
by God or by the Father, it is to be understood that these statements refer to his human
nature, but that the cause of the resurrection was the hypostatic union (divine and human
natures) of Christ’s humanity with the Godhead.”

When Jesus appeared to the Eleven, after the two disciples related their Emmaus ex-
perience to them, Jesus appeared and asked, “Have you anything here to eat? They gave
him a piece of cooked fish, which he took and ate in their presence.” (Luke 24:41-43) This
exemplifies the humanity of his hypostatic union.

00 % %
0’0 0’0 0’0

News Flash

continued from page 1
for the 2% bonus.

Features of the Six-Year Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity include:

¢ Your annuity continues to accumulate interest after you have stopped contributing and
have begun to receive retirement income. The interest rate you receive on your annuity after
settlement will never be less than 3.0%.

e Death Benefit-If you die prior to settlement, your beneficiary receives the full cash value
of the annuity. If you die while receiving retirement benefits, the value of your remaining
guaranteed benefits will be paid to your beneficiary.

e \Vithdrawal Privileges-Since annuities are meant to be long-term investments for
providing retirement funds, funds withdrawn during the first six years of your contract are
subject to an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge. You may withdraw 10% of your ‘beginning of
the year balance’ with no FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge.

e Your interest will be added to your account. You may, however, elect to have your in-
terest paid directly to you on a monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually basis. This is
called an Interest Option and the interest rate is slightly lower than if you left your interest
to accumulate.

e Even though you may not incur an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge, withdrawals before
age 59 %2 may be subject to a federal tax penalty.

e Tax on the interest earned is deferred until the annuity funds are drawn.

e Also available in a Traditional IRA or Roth IRA (subject to IRA Guidelines)

DON’T DELAY, ACT NOW!
For information, contact:
FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300
P. O. Box 318013
Independence, OH 44131-8013
Call 1-800 JEDNOTA or 1-216-642-9406
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MINUTES OF THE SEMIANNUAL MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
OF THE USA AND CANADA
JULY 6, 2006 ~ BOCA RATON, FLORIDA

FIRST SESSION
Thursday Morning, July 6, 2006
OPENING OF MEETING
President Thomas M. Hricik called the meeting to order at 8:43 A.M. Chaplain Thomas
A. Nasta led the opening prayer.
President Thomas M. Hricik asked Theresa Ondrejco to sing the National Anthems of the
United States of America, Canada and Slovakia.
ROLL CALL
Executive Secretary Kenneth A. Arendt read the roll call with the following members
present: Reverend Thomas Nasta, Chaplain;
Thomas M. Hricik, National President;
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President;
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary;
George F. Matta, Treasurer;
Joseph T. Senko, Chairman of Auditors
Theresa Ondrejco, Fraternal Activities Director;
Andrew M. Rajec, General Counsel;
Joseph F. Minarovich, Regional Director, Region 1;
Damian Nasta, Regional Director, Region 2;
Carl Ungvarsky, Regional Director, Region 3;
George Sprock, Regional Director, Region 4;
Regis P. Brekosky, Regional Director, Region 5;
Henry Hassay, Regional Director, Region 6;
Rudolph Glogovsky, Regional Director, Region 7;
Anthony Makovsky, Regional Director, Region 8;
Regional Director Michael Dobis was absent and excused.
CALL TO MEETING
Executive Secretary Arendt stated that there was no Call to the Semiannual Meeting of
the Board of Directors because we had to receive permission from the Convention to have
the meeting on this date.
AGENDA
President Hricik presented the agenda for the Semiannual Meeting and asked for ac-
ceptance of the presented agenda. President Hricik also asked that the following items to
be added to the agenda — gratuities and stipend paid to the staff and clergy. A motion was
made by Damian Nasta and seconded by George Sprock to accept the agenda as amended
and to give the President the authority to change the order of the agenda, if necessary.
Motion Carried.
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
President Hricik appointed the following committees for the meeting:
Donations Committee Welcome Committee

George Matta George Sprock

Joseph Senko Joseph Minarovich

Henry Hassay Regis Brekosky
PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

President Hricik stated that he did not have a welcome message because his welcome
message was given to the Convention.

APPROVAL OF ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES IN MARCH 27-28, 2006

The approval of minutes was tabled for later to give a chance to Board of Directors to
review the minutes.

BUDGET & FINANCIAL REPORT

Executive Secretary Arendt presented the 2007 Budget and Financial Report to review.
There was a discussion regarding the budget with the Executive Secretary satisfactorily
answering the Board members questions. Executive Secretary Ken Arendt stated that the
2007 Budget may have to be reviewed and adjusted if we make changes in our marketing
strategy for 2007 (hiring of a Marketing Director, advertisements etc.). Secretary Arendt
distributed copies of the Financial Report and answered the Boards questions.

A motion was made by Rudolf Glogovsky and seconded by Carl Ungvarsky to accept the
Secretary’s 2007 Budget and Financial Report as presented. Motion carried.

MEMBERSHIP AND MARKETING

President Hricik turned the gavel over to Vice President Andrew Harcar, to discuss
membership and marketing.

General Agents and Agent Contracts — Vice President Andrew R. Harcar led a discus-
sion regarding our general agents and our independent agents. The Vice President gave a
short report on their production for year to this date. Vice President Harcar stated that he
continues to advertise for independent agents and will update the Board of Directors on
his progress. He also asked the General Counsel Andrew M. Rajec to review the general
agents and independent agents contracts to see if they need to be updated.

Newspaper Advertising — Vice President Harcar stated that we advertise in diocesan
newspapers only and on 2 radio stations. Treasurer George Matta talked about possibility
of advertising for mortgage insurance. There was also a discussion concerning a listing
of our Regional Directors’ phone numbers and addresses in the diocesan newspapers.

Regional Directors will have a list of proposers that he will refer to a potential member.
A letter will be mailed to our proposers to see who will be willing to participate in this
program. A lengthy discussion followed among the Regional Directors. Regional Director
Regis Brekosky suggested having a sales contest for the Branch Officers. This possibility
will be discussed at a later date.

Seminars — Vice President Harcar said that there are going to be seminars in Damian
Nasta’s region, Garl Ungvarsky’s region, the Michigan region and Westfield, Massachusetts.
Vice President Andrew Harcar also led a discussion on how to improve our presentations/
procedures in conducting more effective seminars. He suggested contacting more Branch
Members and Proposers and inviting them to attend these seminars. He also led a discus-
sion concerning a better method of receiving feedback and follow up.

Search for National Sales Director — Vice President Harcar said that he placed an ad
in our Jednota newspaper and the Fraternal Monitor for the National Sales Director Position.
He will keep the Board of Directors updated on the progress and along with the Executive
Secretary draw up a job description for this position.

A motion was made by Joseph Minarovich and seconded by George Sprock to accept
the Membership and Marketing Report as presented. Motion carried.

FRATERNAL ACTIVITIES

Bowling and Golf — Director of Fraternal Activities Theresa Ondrejco gave summarized
information regarding the Bowling and Golf tournaments. The Fraternal Activities Director
also gave an outline on reimbursements of cost at Regional picnics.

She said there are 2 methods of paying for invoices :

- 10 % will be paid to the Branch on all invoices submitted to the Home Office or

- $5.00 per member

Then she presented the outlines for reimbursement:

- the region must advertise the function

- must send a list of members attending the event (for verification)

- must have 50% of members attending the function

- must submit pictures from the event to Jednota for publication

- must submit description of the nature of the function

- must submit a request to Executive Committee for approval

After further discussion it was decided to accept the $5.00 per member as method of
reimbursement. It was also discussed that the cost of functions sponsored by local branches
should be the responsibility of the local branches. A motion was made by George Matta
and seconded by Father Thomas Nasta to accept the Fraternal Activities Director Report as
presented. Motion carried.

GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT

General Counsel Andrew M. Rajec discussed why it was necessary to have an outside
legal counsel, Mr. William Leahy of Buckingham, Doolittle and Burroughs, LLP. at the Conven-
tion. He stated that if the “Five day rule” would be questioned then it would be better if the
answers are given by an outside counsel and also if any other issues would arise during the
convention. A motion was made by Joseph Senko and seconded by Joseph Minarovich to
pay the fees to legal counsel for being present at the convention but only after the review
by our General Counsel. Motion carried.

ADJOURN

Reverend Thomas Nasta, Chaplain, closed the session with prayer.

SECOND SESION

Thursday Afternoon, July 6, 2006

President Hricik called the meeting to order.

REPORT ON JEDNOTA ESTATES

Report on PSU-HIA Jednota Access Study President Hricik led a lengthy discussion on
the PSU-HIA Jednota Access Study and answered the Board’s questions concerning this
report.

President Thomas Hricik stated that he would write a letter to the County Commissioners
stating that we will not be able to participate in this project. President Hricik will update
the Board of Directors with more information as it becomes available.

President Thomas Hricik also led a discussion concerning the possibility of hiring CB
Richard Ellis to perform a feasibility study on this property. President Hricik presented
a proposal of a feasibility study on the property. After the discussion the proposal was
rejected. President Hricik stated that there are no offers on any of the properties.

Leasing of Printery Building — President Thomas Hricik led a lengthy discussion regard-
ing leasing the Printery Building. He stated that he received an offer from a local real estate
company stating that they had a potential buyer for one of our properties. A motion was
made by Rudolf Glogovsky and seconded by Regis Brekosky not to offer a single part listing
to this local real estate agency. The vote 2 for, 12 against the motion. Motion failed.

A motion was made by Joseph Senko and seconded by Henry Hassay to give the leasing
agreement to High Associates for the property in Middletown. The vote 11 for, 2 against,
1 abstained. Motion passed.

Study for land use - A motion was made by Therese Ondrejco and seconded by George
Matta to secure a RVP development plan for our Middletown property. Motion carried.

continued on page 7
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Branch 7—
HOUTZDALE, PENNSYLVANIA

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Society, Branch
7, will hold a meeting on Sunday, April 15,
2007, at 9:00 a.m. at Christ the King Parish
Center, Houtzdale, Pennsylvania. All mem-
bers are invited to attend.

Marie Sedlak, Recording Secretary

Branch 45—
NEW YORK CITY

The St. Matthew Society, Branch 45, will
hold its Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 15,
2007, at 12:30 p.m. after the Slovak Mass
at St. John Nepomucene Church, 66th Street
and First Avenue, New York City. We urge all
members to attend this meeting.

Joseph Jurasi, President

Branch 55—
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Joseph Society, Branch 55, will
hold its next meeting on Sunday, May 20,
2007, immediately after the 10:30 a.m.
Mass in the Church Hall of St. Agnes-St.
John Nepomucene Church, 319 Brown
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Regular
business will be conducted. Refreshments
will be served.

We try to follow the tradition of Slovak
Catholic fraternal societies of having a
Mass before a meeting. Therefore, we urge
all members to attend the 10:30 a.m. Mass
before the meeting. Please call the president
at 610/356-7956 for directions.

Josephine E. Gerba, Secretary

Branch 380—
CANONSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
The St. Ignatius Society, Branch 380, will
hold a meeting on Sunday, April 22, 2007,
at 2:00 p.m. at 236 West Pike Street, Can-
onsburg, Pennsylvania.
Margaret Graytok

Branch 456—
HAWK RUN, PENNSYLVANIA

The SS. Peter and Paul Society, Branch
456, will hold its next meeting on Sunday,
April 22,2007, at 12:00 noon at the Lincoln
Club Meeting Room, Fourth Street, Hawk
Run, Pennsylvania. All members are urged
to attend.

Frank Danko, Secretary

Branch 567—
ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Society,
Branch 567, will hold a meeting on Wednes-
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

day, April 18,2007, at 1:00 p.m. in St. John
the Baptist Church Social Hall, 924 North
Front Street, Allentown, Pennsylvania. Mem-
bers are urged to attend the meeting. On
the agenda will be a report of the spaghetti
supper held on Saturday, March 31, in the
church social hall.
We wish all the members a Happy and
Blessed Easter.
Helen Fiala, Recording Secretary

Branch 743—
DETROIT AND STERLING HEIGHTS,
MICHIGAN

The Financial Secretary of the St. Joseph
Society, Branch 743, is searching for the
addresses and phone numbers of several
members. Some of these people may be
deceased and beneficiaries are entitled to
life insurance proceeds.

Help is needed to locate the following
members born between 1910 and 1929:
Frances Atkinson, Angelo Bertoloni, Jose-
phine Gordon, George J. Gronsky, John Kor-
pak, Pauline E. Maas, and Frank Kacir. Help
is also needed to locate the following born
between 1930 and 1945: Donald Churchan,
Dorothy Comito, Rebecca Dinardo, Maryann
Karafa, Joseph Lesky, Christina Madar, Judith
Madar, and Marvin Rimay.

Anyone who can provide a current ad-
dress or telephone number for any of the
above named individuals is asked to contact:
Joseph C. Rimarcik, President/Financial
Secretary, 42909 Sussex Park Dr., Sterling
Heights, MI 48314. Phone: 586/254-0225.
Email: j1d21344@wowway.com.

Joseph C. Rimarcik, President/
Financial Secretary

Branch 746—
LINDEN, NEW JERSEY

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch
746, will hold its next meeting on Sunday,
May 20, 2007, at 10:30 a.m. in the upstairs
meeting room of the Msgr. Komar Hall of Holy
Family Church, Linden, New Jersey. On the
agenda will be a discussion and planning for
the summer picnic and other possible events.
Please bring your suggestions. Refreshments
will follow.

We are sponsoring a bus trip on Saturday,
October 6, 2007, to see “In the Beginning”
at the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Join us for the show and din-
ner. Please call Mary Karch at 732/572-2331
for information and reservations.

Mary J. Kapitan, Secretary

FROM THE DESK OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY:
FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
ANNUITY INTEREST RATE INCREASES
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2007

Effective April 1, 2007, the annual yield on existing First Catholic Slovak Union Flexible
Premium Deferred Retirement Annuity and Individual Retirement Account (IRA) is 5.00%

(4.879% APR).

The annual yield on the Park 2 Annuity 4.75% (4.641% APR).
The annual yield on accounts with the “Cash Interest” Option will be 4.75% (4.641%

APR).

Settlement Options will be based on an annual yield of 4.50% (4.402% APR).
If you have any questions about our annuities or IRAs, please contact the Home Office

at 1-800-JEDNOTA.

THESE RATES WILL REMAIN EFFECTIVE THROUGH JUNE 30, 2007.

Kenneth A. Arendt
National Secretary

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kosko
Celebrate 60th Wedding Anniversary

Robertand Mary Kosko,
of Munhall, Pennsylvania,
recently celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary.
In honor of the special
occasion, a Mass was
celebrated on Sunday,
February 11, 2007, at
11:00 a.m. in St. Agnes
Church in West Mifflin,
Pennsylvania, by the
Rev. Joseph Grosko.
The day was especially
appropriate since it was
World Marriage Day. A
special blessing was
given to Robert and Mary
by Father Grosko. The
couple also renewed their
marriage vows and had
their rings blessed. All
the married couples in
attendance joined them in
the blessing and renewing
of their marriage vows.

Sharing Robert and
Mary on their special day
were their children and
grandchildren. Their son Gerald and his family from California, and a grandson Garrett, who
is serving in the Air Force in Texas, were unable to attend.

A luncheon was held for the anniversary couple at Bravos Restaurant after the liturgy.

Robert, Mary and their family are all members of Branch 738 in Munhall. Robert Kosko
has served as president of Branch 738 for 25 years.

WPSCA News

The Western Pennsylvania Slovak Cultural Asso-
ciation (WPSCA) has several great events planned for
2007. Watch for details in upcoming issues.

10th Anniversary and Annual Meeting

This year’s Spring meeting at the University of
Pittsburgh Cathedral of Learning will be combined with
a special 10th anniversary luncheon. The meeting is
tentatively scheduled for May.

Pittsburgh Agreement Ceremony

The formal presentation of the original Pittsburgh Agreement will be made jointly by the
Slovak League of America and WPSCA to the Heinz History Center for permanent display.
The ceremony will include a luncheon and greetings from several prominent officials. Watch
for the Fall date for this event.

Robert and Mary Kosko

Slovak Film Festival

This year’s films will include “Perinbala”, (The Feather Fairy). This enchanting film is
directed by the renowned director Juraj Jokubisko. It is a film suitable for children and
adults and is shown in Slovakia during the Christmas season. In addition, other films are
being reviewed for viewing. The dates and location for this Spring event have not yet been
finalized.

WPSCA is offering intermediate Slovak classes this Spring. Classes will be held every Tues-
day from March 27 through May 8 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Mount Lebanon Public Library,
16 Castle Shannon Boulevard, Pittsburgh. Tuition is free excluding materials and graduation
ceremony. To register, call Pam during regular business hours at 412/531-2990.

Annual membership to the WPSCA is $15.00 per person and $20.00 for a family. To
become a member, make a check in the amount of $15.00 payable to WPSCA and mail to:
WPSCA, Manor Oak Two, Suite 500, 1910 Cochran Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15220.

oo afeode

Bridgeport Slovak Society
Offers Scholarship

The Slovak Alliance of Greater Bridgeport, Connecticut, is offering a College Scholar-
ship in the amount of $1,000. The scholarship is available to those students entering their
Sophomore, Junior, or Senior year of college. In order to be eligible, the applicant, his
parents, or grandparents must be members of the Alliance for a minimum of three years.
The applicant must also be of Slovak descent. To obtain an application, send a stamped,
self-addressed envelope to: Eileen S. Wilson, 395 Pilgrim Lane, Stratford, CT 06614. The
deadline is May 1, 2007.
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

REV. STEPHEN FURDEK DISTRICT—
Eastern Pennsylvania, Maryland and Washington, D.C.

The Rev. Stephen Furdek District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 22,
2007, at St. Ann’s Church, Lansford, Pennsylvania. Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m.
in St. Ann’s Church, East Bertsch and Tunnel Streets, Lansford. Dinner will be served after
the liturgy at 12:30 p.m. at the Lansford Am Vets, at 201 West Ridge Street. The meeting
will begin at 1:30 p.m.

The cost of the meal will be $15.00 per person. Make your checks payable to host Branch
293 and send it along with your credentials by Monday, April 16. Please send them in on
time. Make note of my new address on the credentials.

Hope to see many of you at the meeting. Have a Happy and Blessed Easter.

Helen Fiala, Recording Secretary

PITTSBURGH DISTRICT—
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
The Pittsburgh District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 15, 2007, at
St. Barnabas Church Hall, Woodstock Avenue, Swissvale, Pennsylvania. The meeting will
begin at 1:00 p.m. On the agenda will be a discussion of plans for the annual Father’s Day
Brunch and a discussion on the Slovak Day Picnic and Mass that will be held at Kennywood
Park. All branches in the Pittsburgh District are encouraged to attend. Refreshments will
be served following the meeting.
George Matta, National Treasurer

REV. JOHN J. SPITKOVSKY DISTRICT—
lllinois, Indiana and Wisconsin
The Rev. John J. Spitkovsky District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April
29, 2007, at Our Lady of Sorrows Benedictine Convent, 5900 West 147th Street, Oak For-
est, lllinois. There will be a short period of fraternal fellowship with refreshments at 1:30
p.m. followed by the meeting at 2:00 p.m. All branches are encouraged to send delegates
to the meeting. Delegates will be treated to dinner. If you plan to attend, please call District
II President John Jurcenko at 773/763-0810.
Robert Tapak Magruder, Recording Secretary
MICHIGAN DISTRICT—
Michigan
The Michigan District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 22, 2007, at the
Best Western Sterling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke Avenue, Sterling Heights, Michigan. The hotel
is located on the southwest corner on Van Dyke at 15 Mile Road. The meeting will begin at
1:00 p.m. with a buffet lunch followed by a brief district meeting, and immediately followed
by a Sales Seminar presented by the Home Office.
We will begin the day with a Slovak Mass at 11:30 a.m. at SS. Cyril and Methodius Church,
41233 Ryan Road, Sterling Heights. All members are urged to attend.
Since the Home Office is providing lunch you must call in your attendance reservation
to Ken Arendt at 1/800-533-6682 by April 16, 2007.
Please note that section 4.05 (g) of the 2007 bylaws requires branch attendance at least
one (1) district meeting per calendar year.
Selling our insurance and annuity products is critical to our Society’s growth. Be there!
Anna Magusin, Secretary
GEORGE ONDA DISTRICT—
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania
The George Onda District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 29, 2007,
at 2:00 p.m. at the Old Country Buffet in the Eastgate Plaza, Route 30, Greensburg, Penn-
sylvania.
Linda L. Gonta, Secretary

REV. JOHN MARTVON DISTRICT—
Blair, Gambria, Indiana, Somerset and Bedford Gounties, Pennsylvania

The Rev. John Martvon District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 29,
2007, at 2:00 p.m. at St. Benedict Church Hall, Main Street, Carrolltown, Pennsylvania.
District branch members are reminded of the requirements of Section 4.05 (g & h) of the
bylaws to be eligible to receive the $4.00 per member in 2007. One branch representative
must attend at least one District Meeting per year and current fiscal dues and any past
outstanding dues must be paid. Let’s have a good turnout at this semiannual meeting.

Joseph E. Rura, Recording Secretary

MSGR. JOHN E. RURA DISTRICT—
New Jersey

The Msgr. John E. Rura District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 22,
2007, at 1:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Church Hall, 16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, New Jersey.
Branch 290 will host the meeting. Branch secretaries are asked to call Joe Minarovich at
732/469-5256 by April 12 with the number of members who will be attending. Please join
us. Refreshments will be served.

Mary J. Kapitan, Secretary

MSGR. JOSEPH TISO DISTRICT—
Allegheny-Kiski Valley, Pennsylvania
The Msgr. Joseph Tiso District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 29,
2007, at 2:00 p.m. at the C.U. Club, 912 Sixth Avenue, Ford City, Pennsylvania. A light lun-
cheon will be served. Branch delegates are asked to call Grace Charney at 724/763-1104
to confirm their attendance.
Grace M. Charney, Secretary
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Minutes of the Semiannual Meeting

continued from page 5

Treasurer George Matta led a discussion and suggested to the Board of Directors to
explore the potential use of our property.

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS REPORT

Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt stated that the scholarship recipients have been
chosen and the checks are being sent. He also stated that documentation from the college
showing that the recipient is registered is required for a scholarship to be given.

Jednota Benevolent Scholarship Foundation - Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt gave
a report on Jednota Benevolent Scholarship and stated that the awards will be given in
December. A motion was made by Theresa Ondrejco and seconded by Joseph Senko to
accept the Scholarship report as presented. Motion carried.

Treasurer George Matta led a discussion for a better method of presenting the By-Laws
Committee Report to our Convention. It was concluded that a seminar for our delegates on
our Society’s products as well as a presentation on our Slovak heritage ought to be given
consideration for future conventions.

Damian Nasta led a discussion concerning a better method of the elections process and
of tallying the election results. This will be discussed at a later date.

BRANCH TRANSFERS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBER TRANSFERS

Regional Director Damian Nasta has volunteered to perform a study on Branch mergers.
Motion made by Joseph Senko and seconded by Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt to
authorize the study. Motion carried.

Results will be presented at our March 2007 Board of Directors Meeting.

APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 27 & 28, 2006 MINUTES OF ANNUAL BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETING

A motion was made by Theresa Ondrejco and seconded by George Matta to accept the
minutes as presented. Motion carried.

MISCELLANEQUS

Father Thomas Nasta led a discussion regarding difficulty of having the Board Meetings
on weekends. In the future two of the Board Meetings will be done by teleconference.

Regional Director Regis Brekosky talked about a possibility of developing a film about
our Society. This will be discussed at a later date.

REPORT OF THE DONATIONS COMMITTEE

Treasurer George Matta made the report of the Donations Committee. All requests were
reviewed and acted upon. A motion was made by Kenneth Arendt and seconded by Regis
Brekosky to accept the recommendation of Donations Committee. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Damian Nasta and seconded by Tony Makovsky to pay all bills
for the semiannual meeting. Motion carried.

ADJOURN

There being no further business to conduct, a motion was made by Kenneth Arendt and
seconded by Andrew Harcar to adjourn. Motion carried.

President Hricik led the closing prayer.

Thomas M. Hricik

President

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

From the Office of the Vice President

What the Membership and Marketing Committee is doing for all their 2007
Seminars!

For every three (3) new JEP Contracts...Or...one (1) new Ten Year Term
Policy...or...any new Whole Life Policy with a face value of at least $10,000 you
bring to the seminar in your area, you will receive a Modra Dish made in Slovakia.
There is no limit on the number of dishes you can receive. The following seminars
are being finalized.

April 22, 2007 Sterling Heights, Michigan
April 28, 2007 Allentown, Pennsylvania
April 29, 2007 Scranton, Pennsylvania
May 5, 2007 Uniontown, Pennsylvania
May 20, 2007 Westfield, Massachusetts

Additional information will be forthcoming and more seminars are being scheduled.

As I've said repeatedly...the Committee would like to see a larger turnout from
members interested in learning more about our insurance and annuity products.
In order to actively promote our portfolio, we must educate ourselves by attending
seminars. The more we know about our products, the more confident and the more
effective we’ll become as proposers.

Please form a car pool and attend the seminars that will be scheduled in your
area.

Until next time...

Good luck and God bless!

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.

National Vice President
Membership & Marketing Chairman
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Slovak Union for a seven (7) night Alaskan
Cruise.
The Membership and Marketing commit-
' tee is sponsoring their 2007 membership
- meet from July 27 — August 3 aboard the
- Vision of the Seas. Your accumulated points
up to December 31, 2006 will be used to-
wards the cost of the cruise.
Royal Caribbean’s Vision of the Seas is
one of the most popular cruise ships in the
world. On the ship you will be staying in an ocean view stateroom. Our itinerary
from Seattle, Washington includes stops in Juneau, Skagway, Tracy Arm Fjord,
Alaska and Prince Rupert, B.C.

The cost for a large ocean view stateroom which includes the cruise, port and
government taxes, the new $50.00 Alaska state tax, all pre-paid gratuities and
transfer from the airport to the cruise ship and back is $1,523.00. (Optional in-
surance and airfare package is available through Carolyn Pollack of Ambassatour
Travel at 724-375-8687).

The First Catholic Slovak Union will provide your on board stateroom (double
occupancy) plus meals and entertainment as provided by the cruise line. You must
settle any additional expenses incurred prior to departure.

The First Catholic Slovak Union is not responsible for your travel arrangements
to and from Seattle, Washington. Please contact Ambassatour Travel or your own
travel agency.

The cut off date for reservations is May 4, 2007. A $100.00 non-refundable
deposit is required when you make your reservations. Final payment is due May
18, 2007. The trip is open to all members of the First Catholic Slovak Union and
their guests.

To all recommenders — here is your chance to enjoy your vacation unlike any
other. This will be an experience of a lifetime. From January 1, 2007 to June 30,
2007, the First Catholic Slovak Union is offering all cruise participants an opportu-
nity to earn double points for insurance and annuity sales — that’s right — DOUBLE
POINTS! These double points will only count toward the Alaskan Cruise Membership
Meet and payment will be made upon your return. If you have any further questions
- please contact the home office and ask for Karen at 1-800-533-6682.

HURRY — ROOMS ARE LIMITED!
We only have 45 staterooms at that price (90 people). These rooms will be given
out on a first come — first serve basis.
Until we meet at the meet!
Good luck and God bless,
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.
Membership and Marketing Chairman

Hotel Inforimation
for
Bowling Tournament
Apri 20, 21, 22, 2007

Tournament Headguarters: 50 rooms blocked

HOLIDAY INN BUFFALO AIRPORT
4600 GENESEE ST.
CHEEKTOWAGA, NY 14225

Features: Fitness room, outdoor pool, Restaurant, Complimentary Airport Shuttle, Complimentary marning paper,
in-room coffee service, hairdryer, ironfironing board

TO MAKE RESERVATIONS:
You must indicate that you are with

THE FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION

Phone: 716-634-6969 Rate: 99.99 + tax

OTHER AREA ACCOMODATIONS:

QUALITY INN AIRPORT 4217 GENESEE ST. BUFFALO (716) 633-5500

DAYS INN 4345 GENESEE ST. BUFFALO (716) 631-0800

BEST WESTERN 4630 GENESEE ST. CHEEKTOWAGA (716) 631-8966

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007

A SAILING WE WILL GO!

Come on board with the First Catholic

JEDNOTA

BOWLING

AKRON MIXED RETIREES
(BRANCH 553)
February 1, 2007
Team Won Lost
Alley Cats 75 51
Revelers 74 52
0ld Timers 72 54
Hot Shots 70 56
Phantoms 63 63
Saints 61 65
Bits & Pieces 59 67
Mark’'m 59 67
Strugglers 55 71
Cliff Hangers 44 82

High single game team: Alley Cats-845. High
three games team: Alley Cats-2448. High
single game individual: (woman) Connie
Pisciotta-177; (man) Tony Petrasek-222.
High three games individual; (woman) Doris
Clapp-489; (man) Gary Kolb-588.

Next four high single games: (women) Betty
Reed-176, Doris Clapp-173, Betty Nolan-
170, Joanne Head-162; (men) Hurland
Parker-207, Tom Walsh-207, Gary Kolb-202,
Steve Dishauzi-198.

Next four high three games: (women) Betty
Nolan-442, Betty Reed-438, Joanne Head-
430, Connie Pisciotta-427; (men) Hurland
Parker-581, Tony Petrasek-560, Ernie Chu-
dick-545, Tom Walsh-524.

RESULTS

February 8, 2007

Team Won Lost
Hot Shots 77 56
Alley Cats 77 56
Old Timers 74 59
Revelers 74 59
Phantoms 70 63
Mark’'m 66 67
Saints 61 72
Strugglers 60 73
Bits & Pieces 59 74
Cliff Hangers 49 84

High single game team: Phantoms-823. High
three games team: Phantoms-2467. High
single game individual: (woman) Marilyn
Bohling-177; (man) Gary Kolb-234. High
three games individual: (woman) Katie Cor-
all-477; (man) Gary Kolb-603.

Next four high single games: (women) Ka-
tie Corall-173, Kay Dishauzi-168, Cecelia
Petrasek-165, Vera Thomas-163; (men)
Hurland Parker-200, Jim Misanko-199, Steve
Dishauzi-198, Tony Petrasek-192.

Next four high three games: (women) Kay
Dishauzi-442, Vera Thomas-427, Doris
Clapp-425, Cecelia Petrasek-391; (men)
Steve Dishauzi-554, George Kacsanek-552,
Jim Misanko-552, Hurland Parker-544, Tom
Petrasek-527.

continued on page 9

53" Men’s & 44™ Women’s
International Bowling
Tournament

Tentative Schedule

Friday, April 20, 2007

Registration
Airport Lanes
3754 Genesee St.
Cheektowaga, NY

Hospitality Reception
Airport Lanes

Opening Ceremonies
Team Events

Hospitality Reception
Airport Lanes

Saturday, April 21, 2007

Doubles and Singles Events
Airport Lanes

Holiday Inn Buffalo Airport

Tournament Banquet

Sunday, April 22, 2007

Doubles and Singles Events
Airport Lanes
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EDNOTA BOWLING RESULTS

continued from page 8

February 15, 2007 159, Betty Nolan-159, Mary Falatok-159,
Team Won Lost Marge Simkanin-158; (men) Ernie Chudick-
Alley Cats 82 58 205, Hurland Parker-204, Art Berndt-203,
Hot Shots 79 61 Walt Blateric-194.
0ld Timers 79 61  Nextfour high three games: (women) Joanne
Revelers 76 64 Head-444, Katie Corall-440, Betty Nolan-
Mark’'m 73 67 437,Betty Reed-434; (men) Art Berndt-560,
Phantoms 70 70  Ernie Chudick-554, Steve Dishauzi-552,
Saints 66 74 George Kacsanek-544.
Strugglers 62 78 Vera Thomas, Secretary
Bits & Pieces 61 79
Cliff Hangers 54 86 TORONTO SLOVAK MIXED
High single game team: Saints-823. High (BRANCH #785)
three games team: Phantoms-2296. High January 31, 2007
single game individual: (woman) Kay Dis- Pos Tm# Team Won  Lost
hauzi-202; (man) Tom Walsh-211. High three 1 6 Jerry Siman 97.0 50.0
games individual: (woman) Kay Dishauzi- 2 2 StanPella 88.0 59.0
506; (man) Tom Walsh-598. 3 15 Michael Kapitan 88.0  52.0
Next four high single games: (women) Doris 4 5 JoeJursa 85.0 620
Clapp-177, Marge Simkanin-160, Connie 5 4 Emil Jursa 82.0 650
Pisciotta-158, Joanne Head-157; (men) 6 3 Rose Pikul 79.0 68.0
Hurland Parker-209, Gary Kolb-200, Joe 7 8 Jim Szabo 78.0 69.0
Simkanin-197, Jerry Reed-188. 8 13 Anne Mitro 77.0 700
Next four high three games: (women) Doris 9 14 JohnJursa 740 730
Clapp-491, Betty Reed-434, Joanne Head- 10 7 Hank Grys 73.0 740
419, Marge Simkanin-412; (men) Joe Sim- 11 11 Jason Ubeika 73.0 740
kanin-543, Hurland Parker-528, Gary Kolb- 12 1 SharonTomas 72.0 75.0
500, Jerry Reed-500, Lenny Gmerek-480. 13 9 Greg Grys 720 750

14 12 Ed Jursa 66.0 81.0

February 22, 2007 15 10 Denise Ricciuti  58.0  89.0
Team Won Lost This Week’s Individual High Scores
Alley Cats 84 63 HI-SERIES-FLAT: Greg Grys-647; Chris
0ld Timers 83 64 Goodyear-484.
Hot Shots 82 65  HI-SERIES-HCP: Frank Bokor-711; Christine
Revelers 81 66 McKee-663.
Phantoms 73 74 HI-GAME-FLAT: Frank Bokor-256; Helen
Mark’m 73 74 Hrcka-176.
Saints 70 77  HI-GAME-HCP: Frank Bokor-300; Helen
Strugglers 69 78  Hrcka-243.
Bits & Pieces 68 79
Cliff Hangers 54 93 February 7, 2007
High single game team: Old Timers-825. Pos Tm# Team Won  Lost
High three games team: Old Timers-2308. 1 6 Jerry Siman 104.0 50.0
High single game individual: (woman) Kay 2 15 Michael Kapitan 95.0 52.0
Dishauzi-166, Katie Corall-166; (man) Joe 3 2 StanPella 90.0 64.0
Simkanin-213. High three games individual: 4 5 JoeJursa 88.0 66.0
(woman) Kay Dishauzi-475; (man) Joe Sim- 5 3 Rose Pikul 84.0 70.0
kanin-580. 6 4 EmilJursa 840 700
Next four high single games: (women) Ruth 7 8 Jim Szabo 81.0 730
Perich-166, Vera Thomas-163, Betty Reed- 8 13 Anne Mitro 81.0 730
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9 7 Hank Grys 80.0 74.0
10 14 John Jursa 79.0 75.0
11 9 Greg Grys 770 770 5 4 Emil Jursa 91.0 70.0
12 1 SharonTomas 76.0 78.0 6 5 Joedursa 88.0 73.0
13 11 Jason Ubeika 73.0 81.0 7 14 John Jursa 84.0 77.0
14 12 Ed Jursa 66.0 88.0 8 7 Hank Grys 83.0 78.0
15 10 Denise Ricciuti  60.0 94.0 9 8 JimSzaho 83.0 78.0
This Week’s Individual High Scores 10 13 Anne Mitro 830 78.0
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Greg Grys-653; Cathy 11 9 Greg Grys 820 79.0
Szabo-533. 12 1 SharonTomas 78.0 83.0
HI-SERIES-HCP: Hank Grys-773; Sharon 13 11 Jason Ubeika 78.0 83.0
Tomas-713. 14 12 Ed Jursa 73.0 88.0
HI-GAME-FLAT: Greg Grys-245; Cathy 15 10 Denise Ricciuti  60.0 101.0

Szabo-215.
HI-GAME-HCP: Hank Grys-266; Sharon To-
mas-266, Nellie Zeman-266.

This Week’s Individual High Scores
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Greg Grys-670; Anne Mi-
tro-532.

HI-SERIES-HCP: Greg Grys-676; Helen Ko-

February 14, 2007 chuta-695.
Pos Tm# Team Won  Lost HI-GAME-FLAT: Danny Zrobok-245; Helen
1 6 Jerry Siman 108.0 53.0 Kochuta-180.
2 15 Michael Kapitan 100.0 ~ 54.0  HI-GAME-HCP: Danny Zrobok-264; Bernie
3 2 StanPella 92.0 69.0  Zrobok-258.
4 3 Rose Pikul 91.0 700 Sharon Tomas, Secretary

éﬁmlnﬁ Evén y

APRIL

15 — The Pittsburgh District’s Semiannual Meeting at 1:00 p.m. at St. Barnabas Church
Hall, Woodstock Avenue, Swissvale, Pennsylvania

22 —The Michigan District’s Semiannual Meeting at 1:00 p.m. at the Best Western
Sterling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke Avenue, Sterling Heights, Michigan.

22 —The Msgr. John E. Rura District’s Semiannual Meeting at 1:30 p.m. at St. Joseph
Church Hall, 16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, New Jersey.

22 —The Rev. Stephen Furdek District’s Semiannual Meeting in Lansford,
Pennsylvania. Mass at 11:00 a.m. in St. Ann’s Church, East Bertsch Street,
followed by dinner and the meeting at the Lansford Am Vets, 201 West Ridge

Street.

29 —The George Onda District’s Semiannual Meeting at 2:00 p.m. at the Old Country
Buffet, in the Eastgate Plaza, Greensburg, Pennsylvania.

29 —The Rev. John Martvon District’s Semiannual Meeting at 2:00 p.m. at St. Benedict
Church Hall, Main Street, Carrolltown, Pennsylvania.

29 — The Msgr. Joseph Tiso District’s Semiannual Meeting at 2:00 p.m. at the C.U. Club,
912 Sixth Avenue, Ford City, Pennsylvania.

29 —The Rev. John J. Spitkovsky District’s Semiannual Meeting at 1:30 p.m. at Our Lady
of Sorrows Benedictine Convent, 5900 West 147th Street, Oak Forest, lllinois.

2008 JEDNOTA INTERNATIONAL BOWLING TOURNAMENT
OFFERS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED

Any District or branch interested in sponsoring the 2008 Bowling Tournament may submit their offers.

The customary dates for the Tournament are April 11-13, or April 18-20, 2008. If circumstances would

warrant, we would use both weekends. We prefer using only one weekend. Please furnish the following
information in your written offer.

Branch or District hosting the Tournament:
Local Contact Person:

Name

Address

Phone Number

Bowling Lanes:
Name
Contact Person at Lanes
Address
Phone Number

Number of lanes available **Please note: A minimum of 40 lanes will be needed for one

weekend, preferably more. If two establishments are to be used,

we will need at least 40 lanes in one house and at least 30 lanes
in the other house.

Approximate cost per game

Scoring Equipment Available

Housing:
Please enclose a list of nearby hotels/motels, including addresses and phone numbers.

Deadline for all offers is July 1, 2007.
Please send offers to the FCSU Fraternal Activities Director:
Susan Ondrejco
234 Ilion St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
sueo99@yahoo.com

2008 JEDNOTA INTERNATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Anyone interested in suggesting a course for the 2008 Golf Tournament may submit their proposal. The
customary dates for the Tournament are July 12-13 or July 19-20, 2008. Please furnish the following
information in your written proposal.

Local Contact Person:
Name
Address
Phone Number

Golf Course/Resort:
Name
Contact Person at Course
Address
Phone Number
Number of holes **Please note: A 36-hole course is preferred. Two nearby 18-hole courses
would also be acceptable.
Approximate cost per round of golf

Housing:
Please enclose a list of nearby hotels/motels, including addresses and phone numbers.

Deadline for proposals is July 1, 2008.
Please send proposals to FCSU Fraternal Activities Director:
Susan Ondrejco
234 Ilion St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
sue099@yahoo.com
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Annual Statement for the year 2006 of the FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE USA AND CANADA
ASSETS

Current Year Prior Year
1 2 3 4
Net Admitted
Nonadmitted Assets Net
Assets Assets (Cols. 1-2) Admitted Assets
1. Bonds (SChEAUIE D)......covurerririeiiiiseieeieeisssssissi e sssssssssssssessesssesssnns | onsenses 162,016,069 | ....coovvvvvvviirreircrren | v, 162,016,069 | ............. 166,997,543
2. Stocks (Schedule D):
2.1 Preferred SIOCKS. ... | e 17,935,108 ..o [ e, 17,935,108 | ..ccooovvvrrene. 9,933,283
2.2 COMMON SEOCKS.......vuurirrmnrisiieiieissisess sttt senseninns | oenssesiesienes 1,532,745 | oo | v, 1,532,745 | .coovvvne. 1,522,050
3. Mortgage loans on real estate (Schedule B):
B FIFSEIENS oot | s 2,370,622 | ..coovvverirererrernernes | i, 2,370,622 | oo, 2,476,816
3.2 Other than firStENS. ... | s | cereressesessesesees | oo 0 [
4. Real estate (Schedule A):
4.1  Properties occupied by the company (less $.......... 0
ENCUMDBIANCES).....vveveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e esaesesetesesesesetetesesesessssssssssssnssssssennsnssseseseses | seesesesesssinns 1,341,948 [ oo | e, 1,341,948 | oo 1,395,478
4.2 Properties held for the production of income (less §.......... 0
ENCUMDBIANCES)......viieiiecte ettt enssae st sen e ssneneens | cvevesssesinens 1,012,278 [ oo | e, 1,012,278 | o 1,050,770
4.3  Properties held for sale (less §$.......... 0 encumMbBbranCes)........ccoeevvveeeeeeeeseeees | ereeeeereennn, 562,675 [ cooveeeeeeeeeeececreeeieieein | e 562,675 | coocveeeee 562,675
5. Cash($....4,844,625, Sch. E-Part 1), cash equivalents (§.......... 0,
Sch. E-Part 2) and short-term investments ($.......... 0, SCh. DA)...oeeeeeeeccceee | e, 4844625 [ ..o | e 4844625 | ................. 5,898,232
6. Contractloans (including §.......... 0 premium NOES).....cvvecveveceecices e | e 703,594 | ..o | e 703,594 | ..o, 657,602
7. Otherinvested assets (SCheAUIE BA)..........cccevreecececeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeseeeeseneenens | cevereeieiennns 2441458 | ..o | e, 2441458 | .o, 2,503,620
8. ReCeivabIes fOr SECUMHIES. .......c..eviriiieisrirsssene e | seinsissssssesseneneneeneses | s | oo (O R
9. Aggregate write-ins for iNVESted aSSELS.........ccccvviieiiicerccesee s | e 0] i, (O IR (U I 0
10. Subtotals, cash and invested assets (LINES 110 9)......ccooicceeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeees | e, 194,761,122 | v (U 194,761,122 | ............. 192,998,069
11. Title plants less §.......... 0 charged off (for Title INSUErS ONIY).........ccvveueeeeceeieceecereeees | e eneeeees [ eeveereeeee e eeenesieenens | ceeresee e (O
12.  Investment income due and ACCTUEM...........ccocveveeeieeiceceeeeee et see e sensnes | ereree s 2533487 | eoveeeeeieeeeeieeeeeeees | e, 2,533,487 | .ccveenne. 2,524,181
13.  Premiums and considerations:
13.1 Uncollected premiums and agents' balances in course of collection..........ccccoveeee | covvveiicrennn. 16,215 | oo | e 16,215 | v, 18,651
13.2 Deferred premiums, agents' balances and installments booked but deferred
and not yet due (including $.......... 0 earned but unbilled premiums)..........ccoceeeees | eoverevieeeceieeccceie | e | e (O I
13.3  Accrued retroSPECtiVE PrEMIUMS. ......ccvivivevereeiieesisierceeeee st rere s ssstste e s snssssssesnes | eessesesssessssssssesessssssssesens | serssseessssssssssesssssssesesns | reressssssesesssssssesesessans (01
14. Reinsurance:
14.1  Amounts recoverable from FBINSUIETS............ccurririrririerieenresesisesesisesesins [ rreesesissssssesenesessessens | cenesessesnssessssnesessesens | eesesenesessesenesessesseees 0 [
14.2 Funds held by or deposited with reinSured COMPANIES..........cocveveveveveeeiriieieieeees | cerereesssssssisis i | eerereeeessssssssssssssnsees | cvrieis e (O
14.3 Other amounts receivable under reinSUranCe CONTACES...........veverrereereenrnrnenenee | eoreereirennernerseeeneeneeneenees | crereeeeeeeeneeneseeseeneenees | ceveeneeneeseeseesssessesseeens (O
15.  Amounts receivable relating to UnINSUrEd PIANS..........ccccvcueiiiieeicieeecececeeeeeieeies | e | e ssens | eveeeresss e ses e (O I
16.1 Current federal and foreign income tax recoverable and interest thereon............cccocecees [ eeveevveeeceieiicccie | e | e [0
16.2 Net deferred taX @SSEL.......o e eessissssssessens | censenssessessessessenenennsnees | cnesemenesenesnsssssnssnssnnss | e (O
17.  Guaranty funds receivable 0r ON AEPOSIL..........cccviiiiiciieieecsce e eeesseseiens | e | cevieese s ssens | ereseseses e (O I
18. Electronic data processing equipment and SOtWaTE...........cccvceiiiicreiiceieiiceeseceens | e | e ssssens | eveseresss e (01 I
19.  Furniture and equipment, including health care delivery assets ($.......... 0 [ e | e | e [0
20. Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign exchange rates.........ccoeveeeeeeces [ eeveeviiieevceivvcceie [ e | e [0
21. Receivables from parent, subsidiaries and affiliates...........cccevveieiceeriieieceeeecceeeees [ e | e | ettt [ T
22. Health care ($.......... 0) and other amounts reCeIVADIE..............ccvcueiiirereceeeiceececieis | e | e | e (O I
23. Aggregate write-ins for other than invested assets...........cccocccvevieecicevicescceisieeens [, 29,740 | oo, 29,740 | oo (U 0
24. Total assets excluding Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected
Cell Accounts (LINES 1010 23)....ucuiucucececreeieieeeesse ettt ssssssssnsnsnens | evevesesanns 197,340,564 | ..oovvveerene 29,740 | .o 197,310,824 | ............. 195,540,901
25. From Separate Accounts, Segregated Accounts and Protected Cell ACCOUNIS.........ccev. [ crrrreereeessssescees | e | e (01
26. TOTALS (LINES 24 @N 25).......coorerrerrerrirerineeneeseesssissessssssssssesssssssesssssssssssssssssssssnes | coneeneesncs 197,340,564 | ...oooovvvrrrirennn. 29,740 | .ccovrennes 197,310,824 | ............. 195,540,901
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LIABILITIES, SURPLUS AND OTHER FUNDS
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1
Current Year

2
Prior Year

=

10.
1.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Aggregate reserve for life certificates and contracts (Exhibit 5, Line 9999999) (including $.......... 0 Modco Reserve).........ccccceveenceee.
Aggregate reserve for accident and health contracts (Exhibit 6, Line 16, Col. 1) (including §......... 0 Modco Reserve)...........cccconee.
Liability for deposit-type contracts (Exhibit 7, Line 14, Col. 1) (including $.......... 0 MOdCO RESEIVE)......ocvceeereieeceteieeeees e
Contract claims:

4.1 Life (Exhibit 8, Part 1, Line 4.4, Column 1 less sum of Columns 9, 10 @nd 11)........ccerureerieeeeecee e s
4.2 Accident and health (Exhibit 8, Part 1, Line 4.4, sum of Columns 9, 10 aNd 11)......ccoevivivierieieececceeeeee et
Refunds due and unpaid (EXhiDit 4, LINE 10)........cciicriieiiiieesiceeiste ettt naen
Provision for refunds payable in following calendar year-estimated amounts:

6.1 AppOrtioned fOr PAYMENL.........c.cucviviiiiiiececeetete ettt ettt s st b ettt s st bbb s s s bbb bbb s s nnae st sans
6.2 INOLYEL APPOMIONEA. ... .iieecectcteicc ettt ettt s e sttt b b e e e bbb bbb e s e sttt e s s s st ettt s s e

Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health contracts received in advance less §.......... 0
discount; including $.......... 0 accident and health premiums (Exhibit 1, Part 1, Col. 1, sum of Lines 4 and 14)..........cccccovevvvivirvnnee.

Contract liabilities not included elsewhere:

8.1 Surrender values 0N CaNCEIEA CONMFACES...........cccuiueuiiieiiiecreiee ettt st bbb bbbt
8.2  Other amounts payable on reinsurance including §.......... 0 assumed and §.......... 0 CEAEM......oveeeeeeeeceeee e
8.3 Interest Maintenance RESEIVE (IMR, LINE B)..........cccueueiiiiiiiiicecieieei ettt et ettt ettt sttt bt sttt

Commissions to fieldworkers due or accrued-life and annuity contracts $.......... 0; accident and health §........... 0
and deposit-type contract funds §.......... 0 ettt b et R R bbbttt bt

Commissions and expense allowances payable 0n reinSUranCce @SSUMEM............cvceverivirieieereeeeee e e ee sttt sesesss s s s sesenns
General expenses due or accrued (EXDibit 2, LINE 12, COL 7)..uuiuiuiiiiicececeeee ettt nes

Transfers to Separate Accounts due or accrued (net) (including §.......... 0 accrued for expense allowances
TECOGNIZEA IN TESEIVES).....v.veivveieivisite ittt ete ettt b et b b b s et s bbb bt b bbb a bt b s b bbb s b s bbb bbb st bbb b st

Taxes, licenses and fees due or accrued (Exhibit 3, LiNE 8, COL. B).......c.cveveveveeeeiiiee ittt ettt
UNEamMEd INVESIMENT INCOME.........iiiiieieieieis ettt ettt ettt b btttk b et ettt bttt
Amounts withheld or retained by Society as agent OF trUSIEE..........c.vieiviviececc s
Amounts held for fieldworkers' account, including $.......... 0 fieldworkers' credit balances............cvevveieeieeceeeeeee s
Remittances and items NOL @lIOCAIET..............ccuiueiicicece ettt sttt s st s s n s
Net adjustment in assets and liabilities due to foreign EXChANGE FALES.........ccvcvevviviieecceeeee ettt bereas
Liability for benefits for employees and fieldworkers if not included @DOVE.............cccvieiicieicrcc e
Borrowed money §$.......... 0 and interest thereon §.......... Dttt ettt ettt n et n e nes
Miscellaneous liabilities:

21.1 Asset valuation reserve (AVR, LINE 168, COL 7)....c.cuiiiiececeeeeeee ettt sttt s s bttt en s sesesans
21.2 Reinsurance in UNAuthOMZEA COMPANIES. .......cvviveviveeeeereeieeeeeestee e e et eees e se st ssststes st st st eteseses s s st s ssstetasesesessssssssssasetesesesnnssessasaens
21.3 Funds held under reinsurance treaties with Unauthorized FEINSUIETS...........cc.cveveiiueiiiececie e
21.4 Payable to subsidiaries and affiliates........c.cciiiiicees bbb
21.5  Drafts OUISTANAING. ..ottt ettt sttt s bbbt e b b ee bbb e bbb b s e st b et et e b e s s e st et et et e b s e e sntetas
21,6 FUNAS NEIA UNAET COINSUIANCE. .......cviviviteiiiiesetetets st ses ettt sttt et bbbttt
A A o\ o)L= (o Y=Y ot 11T
Aggregate Wte-iNS fOr ADIIIIES............ccviiiiiccecec ettt bbb bbb s s bbb s s st tans
Total liabilities excluding Separate Accounts busingss (LINES 110 22).........c.ccucuiiiieiiiiriiiiiieieie et
From Separate ACCOUNES STAIEMENL............cvieieeecieeee ettt ettt et ae e e e s st et et et eeesessen et st atetesesese e e ssssntetateseais
Total iabilities (LINES 23 @NA 24)..........ccuieeiiiieiieciesete ettt bbb bbb s bttt
Aggregate write-ins for other than liabilities and SUMPIUS fUNAS..........coviiiiiciccr e
SUIPIUS NMOLES......cvvvvieii ettt ettt s e b bbb b s s s bbb b s s e s s b b et bbb s s s b e bbb bbb st e bbb b s s s s e s b et bbb s s snseaes
Aggregate WIite-iNS fOr SUMPIUS TUNGS...........c..iviieiveiicicescte bbbt bbbt bbbt
L0 TR Eo T 1o Lo N 14T F 3T
Total (Lines 26 through 29) (Page 4, Line 47) (including §.......... 0 in Separate Accounts statement)...........cccooeeviieiiiesiessieies
Totals (Lines 25 + 30) (Page 2, LINE 26, COl. 3).......viuiriiiriiieceeeie sttt bbbt b b

.................. 172,460,000

.................. 170,929,000

......................... 696,227
......................... 316,421

.................. 185,674,349

.................... 11,555,594
.................... 11,555,594

...................... 9,866,552
...................... 9,866,552

.................. 197,310,824

.................. 195,540,901
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annual staterent for e year 2006 otne. | IRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION OF THE USA AND CANADA

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

1 2
Current Year Prior Year

1. Premiums and annuity considerations for life and accident and health contracts (Exhibit 1, Part 1, Line 20.4, Col. 1).c.cvcviiienniceieiicieies | v, 4,725,387 | oo, 7,596,237
2. Considerations for supplementary contracts With life CONTINGENCIES. ..........vviureieceieceeeee ettt sssass s sesssetes | eaesssesssssesssesssssenssssssssnsns | oeossssssssesssssesssesesstesesesenas
3. Netinvestment income (Exhibit of Net INVesStMent INCOME, LINE 17)........v oottt ettt sen s enns | evetesesnsanenns 11,746,690 | ........o........ 11,764,645
4. Amortization of Interest Maintenance RESEIVE (IMR, LINE )........oiuiiiiiiciccccceets ettt sesesetes | ebevesesssisasssnsnans 288,040 | cooveereee 236,039
5. Separate Accounts net gain from operations excluding UNrealized GAINS OF I0SSES.........cueveverivevieeieeeeeeteete et et e st es s esesesesesessessssssssessaeens | sesesesetesssesesesstesststesssassss | stesesesesesssssesssssssssssssasssns
6. Commissions and expense allowances on reinsurance ceded (Exhibit 1, Part 2, LiNg 26.1, COL 1) ..vv vttt eeeeeneeenenes | cevetetetee et | ctetesesesetesesesste s sssssansns
7. Reserve adjustments 0N FEINSUIANCE CRUBM. .......ccu ittt e b e bbb b bbbttt ettt bebe bt e s bessesessansannnans | cbebebebesesetesesesetesesetesatasats | sbebebesesesasesesssesasasasasasarans
8. Miscellaneous Income:

8.1 Income from fees associated with investment management, administration and contract guarantees from Separate ACCOUNLS..........cc. | covveeriieeeiieieieiiieieies | e

8.2 Charges and fees fOr ABPOSIt-TYPE CONIACES. ........ccviiieececccc ettt ettt ettt st s se s s s s s s snss s ssasssassssssssesetesesetes | sretesssesetetesetetatatatatatasasass | stetetesesetesssssssesssssasssasssns

8.3 Aggregate write-ins for MiSCEIIANEOUS INCOME..........ciuiiiriieieiierete sttt ettt bbb bbb bbb s et b s es et etesessntesens | sbesissesesasnsesesansns 33,803 | .o, 27,493
9. TOAIS (LINES 110 8.3) .. vttt b sttt s s bbb bbb s bbb bbb sttt n et | arsetesserinserans 16,793,920 | ..ccovvrnnne. 19,624,414
10, DEALN DENEMIES. ... ettt S R Rttt sttt et | ansetntesntesneas 2,502,460 | ...oovverrinee 2,585,779
Y = Lo I =T 0T (o =T 1 TR KNSR 9,002 | .o, 22,091
12. AnnUity and 0ld 08 DENETILS. ........c.ciiiieeieiiceee ettt bbbt bbbt bt ettt bbb s et et b s bbb st et s ensntetenns | sebebesanseterenins 7,776,463 | ..covvvee 5,594,769
13. Disability, accident and health benefits, including premiums waived §$.......... 0ttt eae st b benes | etereenseteteree s stetetessretets | ererensereter e et r et e retns
14.  Surrender benefits and Withdrawals fOr life CONTFACES..........c.coovicciie ettt et sttt rs ettt sn s tessnsnsterens | etevesesssesessiniens 470,016 | cooveeeeererereens 443,675
15. Interest and adjustments on contract or deposit-type CONrACtS fUNGAS. ..ottt en s | crereesaeeerereseeens 335,244 | oo 179,377
16. Payments on supplementary cOntracts With life CONtINGENCIES. .........ccvieiiieieeccecee ettt ettt ettt sttt e sssssssssssssssssassnanss | eresesssesssesssssssssassssssssssnsns | oeossssssssssesssessansesntesasesaras
17. Increase in aggregate reserve for life and accident and health CONrACES............cccucvieiiiiciccc e reies | ceeeneeenenenaeans 1,531,000 | .oovovevevrerene. 6,763,000
18, TOHAIS (LINES 10 0 17)..uiriiiieiiieiiie sttt b8ttt s st n s s e st s e ban et | nnresassesnsesans 12,624,275 | oo, 15,588,691
19. Commissions on premiums, annuity considerations and deposit-type contract funds (direct business only)

(Exhibit 1, Part 2, LiNg 31, Col 118SS COL. 5)....cvuviiuiieiiiiieiieisieisie sttt ss bttt sttt sttt s et s b en st nnns | ebsebsssessnsesnsesneas 54,789 | oo, 68,448
20. Commissions and expense allowances on reinsurance assumed (Exhibit 1, Part 2, Ling 26.2, Col. 118SS COL 5).....viviveviveveeeeeeeeeiceceieeiien | eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeirenes | evevssessessesssesssesesen s s
21. General insurance expenses and fraternal expenses (Exhibit 2, Line 10, Cols. 1,2, 3,4 @NA 6)........c.coveveeeveeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeee e | e, 2,588,945 | ..o 2,261,093
22. Insurance taxes, licenses and fees (Exhibit 3, Line 6, ColS. 1,2, 3ANA 5)......c.ccviiiiiiiiieeiect ettt snsnens | ceetetsretsteressseessns 73424 | oo, 82,675
23. Increase in loading on deferred and UNCOIBCIEA PrEMIUMS..........c.vvvieiuieiecr ettt et ee e s st aet et bes st etetesstesssssssssessssssssssnsss | etetesssssesssesssssssssssssesssanss | esesesssssssesssesssesesssessessens
24. Net transfers to or (from) Separate ACCOUNES NEE Of FBINSUIANCE. ......c.cviuiieieiiicieiei ettt ettt sn et s st b s ss e tebessns | 4ebansesesessnsetesessnsesesassnseses | seesesesssnsesesansetesesansesessas
25. Aggregate WIite-iNS fOr ABAUCHIONS. .........cccviiieir ettt ettt ettt ettt sttt s st s st sss s en e s e s snssnsssssssssessaesesetetatetetetatatasates | beresesssesesssssisns (346,290) | ....c.coovovevrnrene. (26,976)
26, TOtAIS (LINES 1810 25).....c0ueuiiieiceeicieietete ettt s bbb s bbb bbb s bt bt bbbt b a st a sttt bns | deventeresianeenas 14,995,143 | ..o 17,973,931
27. Net gain from operations before refunds to members (Line 9 MINUS LINE 26)............cocueiiiiicueiiiiicieieecee ettt esaens | evevesesesesesenns 1,798,777 | oo, 1,650,483
28. Refunds to members (EXhibit 4, LINE 17, COIS. 1+ 2). ...ttt et sees et sttt ettt s et ss et s st snessnsnnsnssnsnsssssssesnsesns | cresrsessesseseresneens 309,671 | oo 308,079
29. Net gain from operations after refunds to members and before realized capital gains (losses) (Line 27 minus Line 28).........cccovvevviveieinees | cvvverereiieennn, 1,489,106 | .oovvvvevrrrnne 1,342,404
30. Net realized capital gains (losses) (excluding $.....210,078 transferred to the IMR)..........c.cvevevreereieeeeeeeceeeee e seseeseressessessssnennes | cvereeesesesneeseeseenans 49903 | ..cccoveree. (173,043)
31, NEtINCOME (LINES 29 # 30).....eiieiieeeeee ettt sttt bbbttt bt b st et s st sttt s st s et ee e ensn st e s s s snsssesssssssesss et saeseansetatesetetasetetasasatasans | seesssesssssssisanns 1,539,009 | oo 1,169,361

SURPLUS ACCOUNT

32. Surplus, December 31, previous year (Page 3, LiNE 30, COL 2).......o.oiiiccceeetee ettt ettt s e en s ssaeasaesens | evesesesesesasesanas 9,866,552 | ..covovevvinen 8,578,130
33, Netincome from OPEIAtIONS (LINE 31)......cvvevieieiieeecet ettt ettt sttt ettt sttt sttt et st s n s es st s e s s s s s s ssssssssassssstesstessentetssesatetans | soesssesssssssisinns 1,539,009 | oo 1,169,361
34. Change in net unrealized Capital GAINS (I0SSES).........ccueiiiiieieiiiiiete ittt sttt st b s bbb bbb en b b s sn et bensnnenes | ebebesnsesesesnseees 551,836 | oo, 320,251
35. Change in net unrealized foreign exchange capital GaIN (I0SS)........cvuiruriiiiieriieee ettt ensnsenes | etesessnsesesessnsesenas 15,000 | oo
36. Change in nonadmitted aSSEtS ANA FEIALEA IHBIMS.........cviveeeeeiceiece sttt a bbbttt bbbt et st st s tssssssssssssssessnssansnensnens | oessssssssssssseseseseteserens 84 | o 17,502
37. Change in liability for reinsurance in UNaUthOMZEA COMPANIES.........covuiueiriiecieiicie bbb nse e snsesessnsens | sessssesessssnsesessssssesnssnnsesns | sresesessssesesesssetesessnsesessas
38. Change in reserve on account of change in valuation basis, (increase) or decrease (Exhibit 5A, Ling 9999999, COL. 4).......ccoiiviieeiiiiceies [ ssieieies | ceeieresieeie e
39.  Change iN @SSEL VAIUGLION TESEIVE. ........c.cuiieueiiiiicteiitet ettt ettt ettt b bbb bbb b b s bbb s st et s st e b s en et bessnsebebessntebesannts | srebesassnsesesannns (431,991) | oo, (193,255)
40. Surplus (contributed to) withdrawn from Separate ACCOUNES AUFING PEIIOT............iruiiiriieiriiicesteeies ettt s e sesetes | sesesesassssesesassesesesasetesasans | ebessssesesassssnsesassnsesesasnsas
41. Other changes in surplus in Separate ACCOUNES STAIEMENL............ccoiviiiiiiii ittt ettt ettt ettt st st ssesssssesssesssessnsnanss | eresesesesssessssesssssssssesnseses | oeossssesssssnsssesesesesesetasesanas
42, ChangE iN SUMPIUS NOLES.......c.cvuiviveiiisiteteietitete ettt ettt ettt s ettt e st s s bbb e+t e b8 e st s s e s e b e b s et b b e st et s e e b e b s s s ek et s e s et s et e s ebesassesetesansete | 4esebebassnsesesassetesesansetesesans | ebessssesesessnsesesassnsetesannrs
43. Cumulative effect of Changes iN ACCOUNTING PIINCIPIES. . ...cviir ittt ettt s bbb st b et s et besanntets | nesetesasesesesassetesesassntesasans | ebessssesesessssnsesassnsetesasnras
44, Change in SUMPIUS @S @ FESUIE Of FBINSUANCE............cveuieieeeiececeetctetete ettt ettt st st st et st es et se s en s s sssessssssaessassessbetesatetasetesesasstasasasssasas | sessssssessssssnssssssssssssesnsnses | oeossssesssssesssesssesesesetasesaras
45.  Aggregate write-ins for gains and 10SSES IN SUMPIUS..........c.cviviueiriiiceeiriit ettt s b s b s bbb s st snsesenensnnes | sssesesssssessssssnnees 15,104 | oo (25,436)
46. Net change in surplus for the year (LINeS 33 throUGN 45)........c.cu ottt st erenens | eevesessinsnnaeas 1,689,042 | ... 1,288,423
47. Surplus December 31, current year (Lines 32 + 46) (Page 3, LiNE 30)........ccoviiriiiiiiceiicesects et sssesens | sensesesenissesns 11,555,594 | ...oeveiin 9,866,552
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John Barczynski Awarded
Arrow of Light

John Edward Barczynski, son of Dr. and Mrs.
John Barczynski, was among a group of Cub
Scouts who were presented recently with the Ar-
row of Light Award at the Pack 935 Blue and Gold
Dinner. The Arrow of Light is the highest award
available in Cub Scouting, and is the only rank
insignia that can also be worn on a Boy Scout
uniform. At that ceremony, John was also the
recipient of his fifth Family Award, and crossed
over into Boy Scout Troop 81.

During his Cub Scout years, John was able
to earn all 20 of the Weblos Activity badges
available, as well as all 40 Belt Loops and all 40
Pins that are part of the Sports and Academics
Program. In addition to several other awards
achieved, he has been the recipient of the Light
of Christ, the Parvuli Dei, and the International
Religious Awareness Awards.

A fifth grader at Marshall Elementary School,
John recently won the Sto-Rox Senior Division
First Place Trophy on the local level in the 34th Annual Allegheny County Library Association
Chess Tournament, and will represent Sto-Rox on the county level later this month. John
is on the YMCA Swim team, in the School Chorus, Small Ensemble, and Orchestra, and the
St. Alphonsus Children’s Choir.

John lives in Franklin Park, Pennsylvania with his parents and sisters, and is a fourth
generation member of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Society, Branch 567, in Allentown,
Pennsylvania.

John Edward Barczynski

O o%% o
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Melissa Smith Honored
by Civil Air Palrol

Melissa Smith, a seventh grade student
from Portland, New York, was one of four
honor cadets at the Civil Air Patrol (CAP)
Western New York annual Cadet Leadership
School held over Presidents’ weekend at the
Air Force Reserve Base, in Niagara Falls. Dur-
ing the two-day program, Melissa attended
classes and learned about team building,
physical training, customs and courtesies,
drill and ceremonies, and the proper wearing
of the uniform. Over 80 cadets from Western
New York participated in the leadership school
and more than 27,000 youth are involved in
the CAP program across the United States.

The CAP is a volunteer section of the U.S.
Air Force Auxiliary, which performs search
and rescue, transport operations and humani-
tarian missions. The CAP accepts youths from
age 12to 18. At age 12, Melissa is one of the
youngest members. She has been involved with CAP for nine months and belongs to the
Jamestown Composite Squadron.

Melissa was inspired to become part of CAP through her uncle, Tom Hebeisen. A Vietnam
War veteran and a retiree of the New York Army National Guard, Hebeisen participates in
the CAP senior program with the hopes of earning his private pilot’s license to eventually
fly CAP missions.

Melissa and her uncle Tom Hebeisen are both members of Branch 484, in Coral, Penn-
sylvania. They are descendants of Joseph and Mary Baran who immigrated from Slovakia
and settled in Black Lick, Pennsylvania. Two sons of Joseph and Mary Baran, Thomas Baran
and Michael Baran, were killed in World War II.

|

Civil Air Patrol Cadet Melissa Smith during a flight
session.
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MAKING HISTORY - During the meeting of the Executive Board of the Slovak League of
America in New York City on March 3, the artist’s rendition of the special commemo-
rative stamp, which Slovakia will issue to honor the centennial of the founding of the
organization was shown. This special stamp will be issued in Bratislava during the
Slovak League Centennial Tour in May. Members of the Executive Board shown above
on the photo include, seated, L-R: Eileen S. Wilson, Daniel F. Tanzone, president; Nina
Holy, secretary/treasurer; Stephanie Seigel and Andrew M. Rajec, supreme president
of the First Catholic Slovak Union. Standing, L-R: Gabriel Kovac, 3rd vice president of
the Slovak League; John A. Holy, honorary secretary/treasurer and chairperson of the
centennial committee; Slovak Catholic Sokol Supreme Secretary Steven M. Pogorelec;
Joseph Goda, who represented the National Slovak Society and Kenneth A. Arendt,
executive secretary of the First Catholic Slovak Union. The first date of issue for the
stamp is May 15, 2007, in Bratislava.

Slovakia to issue 100th anniversary commemorative stamp
Slovak League Executive Board
finalizes its historic centennial tour
to Slovakia and national celebration

In its first activity of its
centennial year, the Slovak
League of America hosted
its Executive Board Meet-
ing on Saturday, March 3,
in New York City. This civic
and cultural federation of
Americans of Slovak an-
cestry founded in 1907, in
Cleveland, Ohio, celebrates
its 100th anniversary this
year. The meeting brought
together the leadership of
the American Slovak com-
munity to finalize centen-
nial year plans. The Slovak League was
founded at a time when the Slovak nation at home was subjugated
as one of the subject peoples of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. From its founding, the Slovak
League has championed the rights of the Slovaks to choose their own form of government.
Guided by our American ideals of freedom and equality, the Slovak League assisted our
brethren in our ancestral homeland in their quest to join the family of free and independent
nations of the world. As early as 1914, the Slovak League went on record advocating the
freeing of Slovakia from the Magyar yoke. Following the First World War, with the blessings
of President Woodrow Wilson and his Fourteen Points, the Slovak League labored with Czech
groups in helping to form the first Czecho-Slovakia Republic.

It was the Slovak League in 1918, which championed the Pittsburgh Agreement, one
of the most important documents in the history of the Slovak nation. The League invited
Thomas G. Masaryk to Pittsburgh to explain just how Czecho-Slovakia would be admin-
istered and precisely the status of Slovakia within the new state. Signed in Pittsburgh on
May 18, 1918, by Masaryk, who would become the first president of Czecho-Slovakia, the
Pittsburgh Agreement assured Slovaks that Slovakia would be autonomous, would have
its own schools, its own language, its own local administration, its own courts, and its own
legislative assembly. Masaryk signed this pact in the presence of the representatives of
the leadership of the American Slovak and Czech communities. Such an agreement was
thought necessary to get specific guarantees that the numerically superior Czechs would
respect Slovakia’s political and cultural autonomy in the proposed new state. When in fact
Czecho-Slovakia was established in 1919, the guarantees of the Pittsburgh Agreement
were completely ignored. Instead of the promised autonomy, Slovakia became a part of a
centralized government in which the Czechs completely dominated from Prague. Had the
provisions of the Pittsburgh Agreement been respected, many feel that Czecho-Slovakia
might have lasted even until our own day. The original copy of the Pittsburgh Agreement has
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continued on page 14
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Commemorative stamp

continued from page 13

been housed in the archives at the Home Office of the Slovak Catholic Sokol, in Passaic, New
Jersey, for many years. During a special centennial year program, the Slovak League will
present the original copy of the Pittsburgh Agreement to the Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh
Regional History Center on September 9, 2007.

Thus, the Executive Board of the Slovak League met in the rectory of St. John Nepomu-
cene Parish in Manhattan through the kindness of its pastor, the Rev. Martin Svitan. The
board meeting was called to order by the League President, Daniel F. Tanzone. Reports were
presented including that of Nina Holy, the League’s national secretary/treasurer and John
A. Holy, honorary secretary/treasurer, who presented his report on behalf of the centennial
committee.

The League will host a tour to Slovakia, May 5-16, 2007. During the tour, a special
historic seminar devoted to the work and history of the Slovak League of America and the
American Slovak community will be hosted by Matica Slovenska, Slovakia’s leading historic
and cultural organization. A highlight of the visit will be the issuance of a commemora-
tive stamp by the Slovak Government honoring the 100th anniversary of the founding of
the Slovak League of America. It is the first time that an American organization has been
honored with a commemorative stamp by Slovakia. Slovakia’s President lvan Gasparovic
will receive the participants of the centennial tour at a special reception at the Presidential
Palace in Bratislava.

While in Bratislava, the tour participants will also participate in the unveiling of the
bust honoring the Rev. Stephen Furdek, co-founder of the Slovak League of America, and
pioneer Slovak American immigrant leader. Father Furdek (1855-1915) was the founder
of the First Catholic Slovak Union and assisted in the founding of the First Catholic Slovak
Ladies Association. This bust of Father Furdek was made possible through the generosity
of the Slovak League, which sponsored a special fund drive for this purpose last year. The
tour participants will also have the opportunity to visit the Slovak Parliament and view the
huge painting in its lobby devoted to Slovak immigration to the United States. This $30,000
mural was a gift of the Slovak League following Slovakia’s independence in 1993.

Individuals are still welcome to join in this once-in-a-lifetime tour to Slovakia, which
departs New York’s JFK Airport on May 5 and returns May 16. Cost of the tour is $2,450.00
per person based on double occupancy. For details on this tour contact Danube International
Travel at tel. 1-866-232-0755 or email Danube@Eastern-EuropeanTravel.com.

The meeting also finalized plans for the 100th anniversary celebration slated for the
New York-New Jersey area for the weekend of June 9-10. On Saturday, June 9, a special
evening cultural program will be held in New York City featuring a number of distinguished
visitors from Slovakia. On Sunday, June 10, the centennial banquet will be held at the Crown
Plaza Hotel, in East Rutherford, New Jersey, conveniently located on Route 3 just a few
miles from the Lincoln Tunnel. The reception begins at 1 p.m. followed by dinner at 2 p.m.
Cost of the banquet tickets will be $50.00. For ticket information, call the Slovak League
office, which is located in the Slovak Catholic Sokol Home Office building in Passaic, New
Jersey, at tel. 973/472-8993.

Representatives from the Slovak Catholic Sokol, the First Catholic Slovak Union and the
National Slovak Society were present at the March 3 Executive Board Meeting. The First
Catholic Slovak Ladies Association and the Ladies Pennsylvania Slovak Catholic Union, al-
though not represented at the board meeting, have assured full cooperation for the centennial
year activities of the Slovak League. SLOVAK GATHOLIC SOKOL

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Michigan Sales
Seminar in April

On Sunday, April 22, 2007 - The Membership and Marketing Committee will hold a
sales seminar at the Best Western-Sterling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke Ave., Sterling Heights,
Michigan. The hotel is on the 15 Mile Road, SW corner.

The host for this event will be Branch 743. This sales seminar will be available to
district officers, branch officers and recommenders of the following districts.

e Michigan District
¢ Rev. John J, Spitkovsky District

Any First Catholic Slovak Union members interested in learning about and selling
our insurance and annuity products are also urged to attend this seminar. Form a car
pool and get involved in sales.

We will start off with an 11:30 a.m. Mass at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Church, 41233
Ryan Road, Sterling Heights, Michigan.

Immediately after Mass (approximately 1 p.m.) lunch will be served at the hotel.
The seminar will be at 2:00 p.m. sharp!

Please be sure to make your reservations by calling our National Secretary Ken
Arendt at 1-800-533-6682 by April 16, 2007.

See you on the 22nd.

Until then,

Good Luck and God Bless,

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.

National Vice-President

Chairman - Membership and Marketing
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2006 IRA DEPOSIT
DEADLINE
APRIL 19

JEDNOTA Has Contributed to the
Revival of Classical Music over
Washington Radio

Jan Simko, Ph.D.

. Inthe issue of October 18, 2006, JEDNOTA had printed my article: “Decline of the Cul-
ture of Classical Music.” In so doing, JEDNOTA'S unequivocal stand on the side of classical
music’s fierce struggle for survival on the airwaves of the Nation’s Capital has substantially
helped to tip the balance in favor of classical music.

What happened? WETA, the PBS radio station in Washington, D.C., used to allot c. 16
hours of its daily air time to broadcasting classical music alongside c. 8 hours for the spoken
word (news, etc.). As a devotee of classical music, | was, for many years, one of the mate-
rial supporters of WETA, expecting classical music programs to be aired at specific times,
day and night. So much so that, on my radio, the dial was permanently set on the WETA
wave length. Whenever | woke up at night, it needed no more for me to do than to press
the button, and there was a piece of classical music to be heard.

Came Monday midnight, February 28, 2005, and, again, | automatically, even blindly,
pushed the button expecting to hear the “sweet” sounds of a piece of classical music. Did
the expected indeed happen even then? To my surprise, not at all! For, instead of the ex-
pected kind of “my” music, | was unpleasantly awakened by--- spoken words! Presuming
that this may have been just a temporary change of program, | went back to sleep. But,
wait! There was something much worse to come!

The following night, | repeated my preceding night’s routine. After waking up, | was very
cautious to make sure that | would indeed push the proper button. But, what did | hear?
Not the (hopelessly) expected music but, again, words spoken with a clearly British accent.
Later, during the day, | did find out that, yes, indeed, the surprising change of program was
not a temporary aberration but a radical restructuring of the WETA program. That is: ALL
classical music was discontinued, except the Saturday afternoon seven broadcasts of the
Washington National and the twenty New York Metropolitan Opera Companies’ respective
programs. Most of the spoken programs came from the BBC, some from the PBS. This
drastic change amounted to a real coup d’etat on the airwaves! | had absolutely no prior
information about it at all.

Il. At that time, and for many years before, Washington, D.C., had another radio station
broadcasting classical music, called the Good Music Station (WGMS). It earned its upkeep
from broadcasting commercials interspersed with incidental classical music. But, it, oo,
sank to a far cry from what it used to be some years ago, in its heyday. For unspecified
reasons, its owner intended to give it up.

The only radio station of the wider area, keeping up “the good work” in line with a
long-standing tradition, has been the Baltimore City Community College radio station
broadcasting classical music all day long without the spoken programs of the WETA. Later
in the evenings, it broadcasts concerts of leading symphony orchestras in the U.S. and
abroad. And, on Saturday afternoons, it airs, all year long, an opera program: the former
item completely and the latter item partially missing from the D.C. radio program. How this
small community college can finance its rich and expensive classical music broadcasts,
while the classical music radio programs in the Nation’s Capital have had to wage a fierce
battle for mere survival, remains’ a mystery to me. Unfortunately, after my having moved, in
mid-2002, from Capitol Hill to Foggy Bottom, my reception of Baltimore’s attractive music
programs has deteriorated.

lll. Being just “a very minor fry,” I, as an individual, had, on my own, absolutely no ef-
fective means at my disposal to challenge this radical change in WETA’s overall program.
While | did see a value in the information richness of the BBC offerings, it was not easy
completely to live without the previous rich musical program detailed in my previous article.
What | did was to let WETA know in no uncertain terms that “You have killed Bach, Mozart,
Beethoven, and, consequently, | cannot continue my financial support for WETA, its original
purpose having been to help you in continued broadcasting of classical music.” There was
no reaction from WETA.

| cannot but presume, however, that mine was not the only letter of protest sent to

continued on page 15
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JEDNOTA Has Contributed to the Revival of Classical Music

continued from page 14

WETA. For, in the long run, the patience of us, the classical music lovers, has indeed been
crowned with a sweet reward! As a Slovak proverb holds: “God’s mills grind slowly.” But,
| am going ahead of myself.

IV. Unlike the previous painful nocturnal stealthy “burial” of classical music in February
2005, reported above, the glorious, victorious revival and resurrection of classical music to
its previous glory took place, for all to hear, in broad daylight.

Thanks to some unexplained inner impulse, | had my radio tuned to the only good music
station in Washington, D.C., the just mentioned WGMS. It was at 3 p.m. on Monday, Janu-
ary 22, 2007, when this announcement was read out: “Shortly, you will hear an important
announcement.”

So as not to miss or misunderstand any one single word about to be spoken, | made the
radio sound louder and fully opening my ears: WGMS closes down its operations as of this
minute and it will merge with WETA at 8 p.m.!

Thereupon, not a second more “wasted” on classical music, the successor to the cashiered
WGMS immediately switched to light music! What a stark contrast between the respective
qualities of the two types of music! Let us say in parting: “Thanks for the memories, and
good-bye, WGMS.” WETA has mercifully adopted the acronym, WGMS, for its Hagerstown,
Maryland, subsidiary relay station.

V. After an impatient five hours, | rushed to tune in to the traditional WETA wavelength
so as for me to be an “ear-witness” to the historic, undisputed “counter-revolutionary”
beginning of a new phase of, or if you will, a return to the previous, but interrupted classical
music radio program.

Came 8 p.m., and we are pleasantly surprised to hear the original, previous amiable music
announcer, Nicola LaCroix, and WETA’s general manager Don DeWanny, who proclaimed
the magic words: As of this hour, the WGMS operations will merge with those of the WETA
to become a 24-hour classical music station. Really? (I rhetorically asked myself.) Yes,
indeed! Without a second’s delay (so as to quash any doubts), his hopeful words become
the irrefutable truth: classical music is, after a long hiatus or “hibernation”, again to be
broadcast over WETA! And, as the following days have shown, announcers trained in clas-
sical music, such as Edith Gruber, Marylinn Cooley, and several others who, during those
two “lean” years, had been demoted to mere readers of prosaic texts and announcements,
have achieved a glorious release in so far as having been able to return to display their
original qualifications as classical-music announcers and interpreters. But, this is far from
all yet. The very best and, for me at least, the most important part to come testifies to the
truth of Shakespeare’s memorable assertion, namely, that “All’s Well That Ends Well.” But,
indeed, even, in this case, much better than just “well.”

The announcer asks us to tune in at 9 p.m. so as for us to join in celebrating this incred-
ible revival and unexpected resurrection of the classical music broadcasts by listening to
Beethoven’s glorious Ninth Symphony.

VI. The excellent recording featured the performance of the Revolutionary and Romantic
Orchestra under conductor John Eliot Gardner joined by four solo singers in the last, the
fourth movement to sing to the memorable words of Schiller’s “Ode to Joy and Brotherhood.”
For me, however, the most significant and memorable moment of this historic celebration
was the mention of the first name among the singers, namely, that of the Slovak soprano
Luba Orgonasoval!

What more appropriate and significant culmination of this amazing and unprecedented
revival of classical music on WETA radio in the Nation’s Capital than with Slovak participation
in the performance of one of the most solemn and majestic classical music scores.

From the joyous fact of Luba Orgonasova’s participation in this unique, historic event,
| cannot but derive great satisfaction. For, it was several years ago that | had drawn our

Darlene Kovach
Crowned '
Pennsylvania
Polka
Princess

Darlene Kovach, a member of Branch 749,
in Ellsworth, Pennsylvania, was crowned the
2007 Pennsylvania Polka Princess at the
Pennsylvania Farm Show in Harrisburg, on
January 10.

Darlene was born in the United States.
She is the daughter of the late Paul and
Mary Kovach, natives from the village of
Cicava near Vranov, Slovakia. She graduated
from Bentworth High School and Penn Com-
mercial Business College. Well-known as an
excellent organist, Darlene plays at several
local churches.

Darlene Kovach was crowned the 2007
Pennsylvania Polka Princess in the large
arena at the Pennsylvania Farm Show in
Harrisburg, on January 10, 2007.

Congratulations Darlene!

readers’ attention to her activities as an opera singer, significantly in the musically very
advanced Germany; then in the U.S., appearing in Chicago Lyric Opera’s production of
The Marriage of Figaro by Mozart. From there she advanced to singing with the renowned
Philadelphia Orchestra under conductor Wolfgang Sawallisch in this same Ninth Symphony
by Beethoven. She was selected by the famed conductor to join the orchestra in their
Asian tour including South Korea and Japan where, on May 20, 1996, she had sung in this
symphony in the great city of Nagoya. For her having been active mainly abroad, the print
organ of the Matica slovenska (Slovak Mother) of Martin, Slovenske narodne noviny (Slovak
National Newspaper), changed the original title of my article about her to read: “Doma malo
znama” (At Home Little Known). This impression of her was confirmed to me during my
several previous return visits to Slovakia.

As to the recording played over WETA radio on that memorable Monday, January 22,
although, in the quartet of singers, she had no solo passage to sing, yet | was nevertheless
able to discern Luba’s voice soaring above those of the other three.

Conclusion

Incredible as it may sound, but this is the unalloyed truth: Classical music can be said to
have revived over the WETA radio station in Washington, D.C., both thanks to the JEDNOTA
for having printed my article deploring the decline of the culture of classical music, and with
the participation of the outstanding Slovak soprano Luba Orgonasova in the celebratory
opening performance of Beethoven’s solemn Ninth Symphony.

This glorious culmination of the saga of the resurrection of classical music over Wash-
ington, D.C.’s WETA radio cannot but make us, Slovaks, indeed, proud!

MONEY MANAGEM];;NT
& TAX TIPS : Ui,

By Joseph T. Senko

Certified Public Accountant
Certified Financial Planner

Personal Financial Specialist |
(AICPA)

How The Gift Tax Affects Large Gifts

Are you thinking of making a large gift to your children or grandchildren? Before you do,
make sure you understand the tax consequences of your actions. To help you understand
your tax liability and that of your recipients, here are answers to some frequently asked
questions about the gift tax.

What is Considered a Gift?

For tax purposes, a gift is a transfer of property without expecting to receive something
of at least equal value in return. In most cases, if you don’t intend to be reimbursed or get
something in return, it’s generally considered a gift.

What Gifts Are Subject to the Federal Gift Tax?

When making gifts of property or assets, including cash, you must consider the possibility
of paying the gift tax. However, there are ways you can make a substantial gift without being
subject to gift taxes. For starters, you can give any number of people gifts that do not exceed
the annual exclusion amount. For 2007, the annual exclusion is $12,000 per recipient.

Paying someone’s tuition bills or medical expenses is not a gift for gift tax purposes, as
long as you pay those amounts directly to the school or medical provider. Be aware that
the exclusion for directly paid education expenses applies only to tuition. It does not include
room and board or books and supplies. Under separate marital deduction rules, you can
give any amount to your spouse, providing he or she is a U.S. citizen.

How Many Annual Exclusions Gan | Take?

The annual exclusion applies to each recipient. For example, for 2007 you can give each
of your children and grandchildren up to $12,000 without gift tax implications. If you are
married, you and your spouse are each entitled to the annual exclusion amount if your spouse
consents to split the gifts on IRS Form 709. That means you and your spouse together can
then give $24,000 to each recipient.

What If | Give More Than the Limit? Who Pays the Gift Tax?

The donor is generally responsible for paying the gift tax, but just because you give more
than $12,000 to a recipient in a year doesn’t mean you necessarily will be subject to a gift
tax payment. Here’s how it works: If you exceed the current annual exclusion amount to
one person, the excess amount is applied to your lifetime federal gift exemption, which is
$1 million. If married, both you and your spouse are entitled to separate $1 million lifetime
gift tax exemptions. You are responsible for filing Form 709 to declare the large gift and to
keep a running total of the lifetime exemption used. No gift tax is due as long as there is
some lifetime gift tax exemption remaining.

How Do You Report the Gift Tax?

If you make a gift that exceeds the annual conclusion, you must file Form 709, U.S. Gift
and Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax, which is due April 15 of the year following the one
in which you made the gift. Even if you do not owe a gift tax because you have not reached
the lifetime gift exclusion, you are still required to file this form.

If you have additional questions on this subject, contact Joe Senko at Manor Oak Two,
Suite 500, 1910 Cochran Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 or 412/531-2990 or fax 412/531-
4793 or jsenko@mvs-cpa.com
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FRANK J. MARCINEK
Branch 75
Shamokin, Pennsylvania

Frank J. Marcinek, 88, of 1634 West
Chestnut Street, Coal Township, Pennsyl-
vania, died Wednesday, March 14, 2007,
at Geisinger Medical Center, Danville,
Pennsylvania.

He was born February 24, 1919, a son
of the late Michael J. and Elizabeth (Sebek)
Marcinek.

Frank was educated at St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Grade School and graduated from Coal
Township High School in 1936.

A member of the 85th Coast Artillery, he
entered the U.S. Army on August 12, 1942,
and advanced to the rank of staff sergeant.
On January 25, 1946, he was honorably
discharged.

Frank enjoyed a long, successful career
with Marcinek’s Inc., where he rose to the
rank of president. He was co-owner and
operator until his retirement in 2001.

On June 27, 1946, he married the former
Joan Hoy, who survives. This past June, they
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.

He was a parishioner of the former St.
Mary’s Slovak Church and Our Lady of Hope
Church, Coal Township. He was a member
of the Moose, EIks, Lithuanian Club, Knights
of Columbus Cardinal Mindszenty Fourth
Degree, St. Francis Home Association, Fair-
view Fire Co., East End Fire Co., Fairview Gun
Club and the American Legion. For a number
of years, Frank was chairman of the Coal
Township Alumni Association Scholarship
Fund.

He was also a member of the St. Mary’s
Society, Branch 75, of the First Catholic
Slovak Union, in Shamokin. Soon after his
birth he was signed up with the St. Aloysius
Society, Junior Branch 137, in Shamokin. On
February 1, 1937, he was admitted to the
senior division or Branch 75.

Frank thoroughly enjoyed his work and his
family. In addition to his wife, he is survived
by a son, Frank; daughter-in-law, Cindy;
two grandsons, Frank and Scott; a brother,
John of Indian Wells, California; a sister,
Betty Katona of Kulpmont, Pennsylvania;
and numerous nephews and nieces. He was
preceded in death by a sister, Helen Kurtz,
and brothers, Stephen E. and Matthew A.

Ronald M. Anderson

ELEANOR M. ROBERTSON
Branch 7
Houtzdale, Pennsylvania

Eleanor M. Robertson, 81, of Atlantic,
Pennsylvania, died Wednesday, March 7,
2007, at her residence where she lived with
her daughter, Donna.

Born October 24, 1925, in Pacific, she
was the daughter of the late Paul and Helen
Takach. She was the last of her generation.

On June 28, 1947, she married Jack Ro-
bertson at Sacred Heart Church, Houtzdale.

Eleanor Robertson was a member of
Christ the King Church, Houtzdale, the Ca-
tholic Daughters of the Americas, and the
Sacred Heart of Jesus Society, Branch 7 of
the First Catholic Slovak Union. She was also
a member of the Sanborn Grange.

She is survived by six children, Mrs.
Robert (Jacquelyn) Shimmel of Pacific, Mrs.
Joel (Patricia) Albert of Kylertown, Mrs. Jack
(Karen) Wilkinson Jr. of Morrisdale, Mrs.
Greg (Donna) Shawver of Atlantic, William
Robertson of Punxsutawney, and Eugene
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REMEMBER OUR DEPARTED MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Robertson of Pacific; 15 grandchildren,
six great-grandchildren; and a dear friend,
Charlie.

She was preceded in death by her pa-
rents, two infant brothers, a brother, Francis,
and her husband.

A Memorial Mass was celebrated on
Saturday, March 10, 2007, at Christ the King
Church by Father Zab Amar. Interment was
in Sacred Heart Cemetery, Brisbin.

The officers and members of Branch 7
extend their deepest sympathy to the family
of their deceased member, Eleanor. May she
rest in peace.

Marie Sedlak

MARY V. TRUCKLEY
Branch 831
Tarentum, Pennsylvania

Mary V. Truckley, 92, of Natrona Heights,
Harrison, Pennsylvania, died Monday, March
5, 2007, in Alle-Kiski Medical Center, Alle-
gheny Valley Hospital, Natrona Heights.

She was born December 2, 1914, in La-
nesville, Ohio, the daughter of the late Paul
and Agnes Polka.

She was a member of Our Lady of the
Most Blessed Sacrament Roman Catholic
Parish, Most Blessed Sacrament Church,
Natrona Heights.

She enjoyed cooking, baking, flower
gardening, small trips to Atlantic City and
Mountaineer-Park and trips to her daughter
and son-in-law to their camp in Smethport.
She also loved to enjoy her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren and having her
entire family around her.

She is survived by her daughter, Dolo-
res (Andrew) Kraynick of Natrona Heights;
sons, Lawrence Truckley of Natrona Hei-
ghts, John Truckley of Valencia, and Rudy
(Sandy) Truckley of Curtisville, West Deer;
grandchildren, Denise Inparto of West Palm
Beach, Florida, Mark (Jackie) Kraynick of
Mt. Jewett, Cindy (Jeff) Allenberg of Natrona
Heights, Larry Truckley of Prospect, Kimberly
Truckley of Natrona, Keith (Kim) Truckley of
North Washington, Paul Truckley of Natrona,
Louis (Rebecca) Truckley of Oxford, Paula
(Tony) Kult of St. Petersburg, Pennsylvania,
Rudy (Gina) Truckley Jr. of Sarver, Buffalo
Township, Shelly (Ron) Moretti of Saxonburg,
and Pam Truckley of Curtisville; and 29 gre-
at-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she was prece-
ded in death by her husband, Paul Truckley, in
1986; two sons, Louis Truckley in 1961, and
Paul Truckley Jr., in 1999; a granddaughter,
Deborah Truckley Parker, in 2005; a great-
grandson, Ron Moretti Jr. and daughters-in-
law, Nancy and Shirley Truckley.

Friends were received at the Cicholski-
Zidek Funeral Home Inc., Natrona Heights,
where a blessing service was held. A Mass
of Christian Burial was celebrated in Most
Blessed Sacrament Church by the Rev. Gary
Krummert. Burial was in Our Lady of Hope
Cemetery, Frazer.

Kathleen M. Persun

PHILLIP J. GALGON
Branch 567
Allentown, Pennsylvania

Phillip J. Galgon, 62, of Allentown,
Pennsylvania, died Thursday, March 1, 2007,
in Hospice House of the VNA of St. Luke’s,
Bethlehem.

Born February 11, 1945, in Allentown,
Phillip was the son of the late John J. and

Helen E. (Hunara) Galgon. He was a mem-
ber of St. John the Baptist Slovak Catholic
Church, Jednota Branch 567, Slovak Catholic
Sokol, all of Allentown.

He is survived by a sister, Barbara and
her husband Edward Dempsey, and brother,
John, all of Allentown; and two nieces and
a nephew.

A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
in St. John the Baptist Church. Interment
was in the parish cemetery. Funeral arran-

gements were under the direction of the Pula
Funeral Home Inc., Mount Pocono, David M.
Sefcik, supervisor.

Memorial contributions may be made
to the St. John’s Scholarship Fund and/or
Hospice House of the VNA of St. Luke’s, both
c¢/o of the Pula Funeral Home Inc., 35 Sterling
Rd., Route 196, Mount Pocono, PA 18344.

The officers and members of Branch 567
extend their deepest sympathy to the family.

Helen Fiala

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY — KENNETH A. ARENDT
ATTENTION ALL DISTRICT AND
BRANCH OFFICERS!

At the 48" Convention of the First Catholic Slovak Union held in Boca Raton, Florida in
July 2006, it was agreed that in order to qualify for your $4.00 per member stipend for 2007
you must meet the following requirements as stated in the Bylaw section 4.05:

“By the end of February of each year, the Home Office shall pay each local branch $4.00
per member, per year, not to exceed $8,000.00, provided the local branch has fulfilled the

following requirements:

(@) Published, announced and conducted two (2) semiannual meetings, one (1) of which
shall be an annual meeting held for the election of officers. Meeting attendance sheets shall
accompany the reports submitted to the Executive Secretary.

(b) Submitted an annual report to the Executive Secretary on a form provided, by Febru-

ary 15" of the following year.

(c) Submitted a financial report to the Executive Secretary on a form provided, by Febru-

ary 15" of the following year.

(d) Hosted, sponsored, promoted, or attended at least one fraternal activity in the past

year.

(e) Produced at least one (1) new contract in the previous calendar year. Branches with
two hundred fifty (250) or more members must produce at least two (2) new contracts.

(f) Provided the Home Office, on a continuing basis, current addresses of members
and completed change of beneficiary forms, death reports, and such other documents as

required by the Home Office.

(9) Sent a branch representative to attend at least one (1) disrict meeting per calendar
year. Those in attendance at the district meeting may vote to provide a branch with an

excused absence.

1. Members attending a district meeting shall sign an attendance sheet evidencing their
presence at the event. The district shall notify the Executive Secretary of those branches
failing to meet this attendance requirement of article “g” above by no later than February

15" of the following year.

2. The Executive Secretary shall publish no later than March 315t of the following year in
the Official Organ those branches failing to meet the requirement of section 4.05.
(h) Maintained good standing within it’s district by paying current fiscal year
dues and any other dues that may be outstanding from previous years.”
Your branch meeting announcement for publication in the Jednota Newspaper should be

sent directly to Jednota Estates, Attn: Anthony Sutherland, Editor, 1011 Rosedale Avenue,
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057; Fax (717) 944-3107. Announcements may also be sent
directly to the Home Office to be placed on the Branch and District Web Page. All copies
are due by 4:30 p.m. the Monday before the issue date.

IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO, PLEASE BE SURE YOU
PRODUCE ONE NEW CONTRACT FOR THE YEAR.

REMINDER

2006 IRA DEPOSIT
DEADLINE
APRIL 19

S
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Spomienka na Bratislavsky
Vel'ky piatok

Bratislava (TASR) — Pred 19. rokmi
25. marca 1988, sa na Hviezdosla-
vovom ndmesti v Bratislave zhromaz-
dilo niekol'ko tisic veriacich so zapa-
lenymi svieckami, aby tichym protes-
tom poukdzali na hrubé nerespektova-
nie ndboZenskych prdv a slobéd v
byvalom Ceskoslovensku pred novem-
brom 1989.

I ked' tdto svieckovd manifestdcia
vznikla z podnetu veriacich, ndboZen-
ského a obcianskeho disentu, tajnej
cirkvi, vyjadrila aj poZiadavku za tiplné
dodrZiavanie obc¢ianskych prdv pre
vsetkych obcanov - veriacich i neveria-
cich. Proti tisicom modliacich sa I'udi so
zapdlenymi svie¢kami v rukdch za-
siahla vtedajsia moc obuskami a
vodnymi delami. Kvalitou ob¢ianskeho
odporu, Sirkou zdberu poziadaviek,
odvahou vzopriet sa totalitnej moci
mozno tuto manifestdciu povazovat za
systémovy zaciatok definitivneho padu
komunistickej totality na Slovensku, ku
ktorému doslo po 17. novembri 1989.

Zhromazdenie bolo kultivovanou a
¢itatelnou reakciou na vtedajSiu situ-
dciu, ktord charakterizovali proticir-
kevné zdkony, cenzira ndboZenskej
tlace a aktivit, vdznenia a trestania

kiiazov, rehol'nikov, laikov, infiltrdcia
cirkvi Stdtnou bezpeénostou.

Perzekticie cirkvi po¢as komunistic-
kého rezimu su vdaznou témou, ktorou
sa zaoberd v zmysle zdkona aj Ustav
pamati ndroda (UPN).

Spomienka na tichi manifestdciu
veriacich v roku 1988 - zndmu aj ako
Bratislavsky Velky piatok, sa uskutoc-
nila v nedel'u 25. marca 2007. Ucast-
nikom spomienkového stretnutia sa
prihovorili predseda Féra krestanskych
institucii (FKI) Pavol Kossey, predseda
Krestanskodemokratického  hnutia
(KDH) Pavol Hrusovsky, archivar Usta-
vu pamiti naroda (UPN) Patrik Dubov-
sky a bratislavsky dekan Jdn Formdnek.

Nasledne sa v Konkatedrdle - Déme
sv. Martina konala svidta omsa, ktorud
celebroval biskup Stanislav Zvolensky.
Spomienku na 25. marec 1988 uzavrelo
modlitbové zhromaZdenie - veceradlo
na Hviezdoslavovom ndmesti, pred
kostolom Notre Dame za tcasti tajom-
nicky ZdruZenia Mdriina doba AlZbety
Vojtkovej. Organizdtormi spomien-
kového podujatia boli Férum krestan-
skych institicii, Rimskokatolicky de-
kandt mesta Bratislavy, Mesto Bratis-
lava a ZdruZenie Madriina doba.

Europa potrebuje Cerpat zo
svojich duchovnych koreriov

Vyzva biskupa Tondru

k 50. vyrociu Rimskych zmliv
25. marca 1957

Bratislava (TASR) - S vyzvou k vset-
kym veriacim, aby prispeli k vdcsej
duchovnej a obcianskej zrelosti Sloven-
ska a zjednotenej Eurdpy, sa obracia
predseda Konferencie biskupov Sloven-
ska (KBS) FrantiSek Tondra pri prile-
Zitosti 50. vyrocia podpisania tzv. Rim-
skych zmldv (25. marca 1957). Vyzvu
precitali v katolickych kostoloch 24.
marca a v nedelu 25. marca na zdver
vSetkych svatych omsi.

Tondra pripomina, Ze vSetci nesieme
zodpovednost za d'alSie smerovanie a
charakter Eurépy. Bez krestanstva by sa
Eurépa nestala tym, ¢im je dnes, 'V
duchu tychto myslienok vyzyvame
spolo¢ne budovat eurépsky dom, zalo-
Zeny na Zidovsko-krestanskych zdkla-
doch, v ktorom bude vitazit kultdra

Zivota a tdcty k pravym hodnotdm nad
kultirou smrti a relativizdciou pravdy
a slobody,” uvddza sa vo vyzve.

Jubileum Eurdpskej unie, ktorej su-
castou je aj Slovenskd republika, je
podla Tondru prileZitostou vzddvat
vd’aku Bohu za dar slobodnej demokra-
tickej spolo¢nosti a za nové moznosti
rozvoja nasej vlasti v pokoji a v spo-
lupréci s krajinami EU. Tondra takisto
pripomenul, Ze slovenski katolicki bis-
kupi uzZ v septembri 2002 vydali
Pastiersky list, v ktorom podporili
eurépsku integrciu a vstup SR do EU
a zdoraznili, Ze Eurépa potrebuje cer-
pat’ zo svojich duchovnych koreriov. V
katolickych kostoloch v sobotu aj
nedel'u ¢itali aj Pastiersky lit biskupov
k 25. marcu - Driu pocatého dietata.

PRAKTIZUJTE FRATERNALIZMUS

Velkonocny pozdrav vSetkym
Slovdkom v Amerike

BliZia sa vel'konocné sviatky a moja mysel zabieha za
more, k Vdam a vsetkyjm Slovdkom v Amerike. Vsetkych
checem pozdravit’ prostrednictvom vasich novin. Cez vel'ké
sviatky, ¢i uz si to Vianoce alebo Vel'kd noc, si l'udia k sebe
bliZsi a akoby v rodine preZivaju tajomstvd nasej spdsy.
Navzdjom si posielajui pozdravy. Viac na seba myslia a su
k sebe pozornejsi. Aj ja posielam vel'konocny pozdrav skrze
Vase noviny.

Vel'kd noc nds upozoriuje na ldsku Boha ku vsetkijm
Tudom. Vykiipenie znamend oslobodenie ¢loveka od hriechu
nielen osobného ale aj spolocenského. Nase spolocenské
vzt'ahy budi len vtedy krdsne a prinesui ndm radost’ z
kazZdého spolocenstva, ked budi podrobené Kristovej
vykupitel'skej milosti. Pokoj vdm! Ja som to! Nebojte sa! To su Kristove slovd
apostolom, ale aj ndm. Nebojme sa, majme nddej, a v pokoji preZivajme svoje
kaZdodenné udalosti. To prajem vsetkym z celého srdca.

Biskup Franti$ek Tondra

Mons. Frantisek Tondra
spisskyj biskup a predseda Konferencie biskupov Slovenska

Warholovo dielo na drazbe
v KosSiciach

Kos$ice (TASR) — Rovnych 770,000 korin zaplatil nezndmy majitel' za certi-
fikované dielo krdla pop-artu Andyho Warhola Zamok na aukcii umenia a
staroZitnosti aukcénej spolo¢nosti DARTE v kosickom hoteli Slovan. Spolo¢nost
pontikla solventnym zberatelom vyse 140 diel r6znych technik od obdobia baroka
azZ po sucasnot. V cene vydrazeného obrazu konkuroval Warholovi len slovensky
maliar eurépskeho vyznamu L'udovit Fulla svojou olejomalbou Regriit, do ktorého
investoval zdujemca 410,000 korin. Kosickd smotdnka prejavila znaény stupen
konzervativizmu, ked na odbyt isli vdac¢sinou realistické diela. Nepredali sa
napriklad origindly takych svetovych modernistov ako je Joan Miro ¢i Salvator Dali,
alebo nds Jan Zelibsky, ¢i Vladimir Kompdnek.

V ponuke boli a dobre sa preddvali také mend ako Martin Benka, Koloman Soko],
Vojtech Borecky, Fedor Manajlo a s nim aj d'al§i maliari ukrajinskej UZhorodskej
skoly. Zaujem verejnosti o aukciu bol velky. Najblizsiu - uz 13. aukciu umeleckych
diel pripravuje DARTE na maj.

FOTO TASR/ AP Frank Bruns

Budova Starej narodnej galérie v Berline slavnostne osvetlena polskym umelcom Sylwesterom Luczakom 24.
marca 2007 pri prilezitosti 50. vyro¢ia podpisania Rimskych zmluv, ktoré polozili zaklady unie.
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Krétke spréwy zo Slovenska

Slovenské ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci privitalo iniciativu Sendtu USA na
roz$irenie poc¢tu krajin v americkom bezvizovom programe, vrdtane Slovenska.
Zékon o vnutornej bezpecnosti, ktory Sendt v utorok 13. marca schvdlil, by mal v
budticnosti oslobodit od vizovej povinnosti obéanov novych élenov EU, ktorych
Washington povaZzuje za svojich spojencov v boji s terorizmom. Krajiny, ktorych sa
md zdkon tykat, musia splnit’ a] poZiadavky, akymi su vyddvanie technicky
dokonalejsich Cestovnych pasov ¢i zdielanie bezpe¢nostnych informdcii. /SR splria
alebo v krdtkom case splni vSetky pozZadované kritéria,”” uviedol hovorca
Ministerstva zahraniénych veci SR Jan Skoda. Na rokovania o konkrétnych
otdzkach vizového reZimu najméa bezpecnostného charakteru budd zamerané
navstevy ministra zahrani¢nych veci Jana Kubisa a ostatnych predstavitelov SR v
prvej polovici budiceho roku.

Slovensko podla Medzindrodného menového fondu s vysokou pravdepodob-
nostou splni kritérid pre prijatie eura tak, aby mohlo jednotnud eurépsku menu
prevziat v pldnovanom termine od janudra 2009, uviedol vedici misie MMF pre
Slovensko Biswajit Banerjee. ““Vyhliadky Slovenska na prijatie eura sd dobré,”
poznamenal Banerjee. Krajina je na najlepsej ceste k zniZovaniu infldcie a uz v
sti¢asnosti viac-menej splria podmienky pre vstup do eurozény, dodal.

Aj ked danovy systém nie je jedinym faktorom, ktory zahrani¢ni investori pri
svojom rozhodovani posudzuju, ten slovensky je pre nich velmi atraktivny. “Na
slovenskom dariovom systéme je atraktivna jeho jednoduchost a nizsie dariové
zataZenie v porovnani so zdpadnou Eurépou. Darlovy systém v zdpadnej Eurépe,
Zial, nema tieto charakteristiky,” uviedol v diskusnej reldcii Slovenského rozhlasu
Sobotné dialégy riaditel iseku komunikdcie PSA Peugeot Citroen Slovakia Peter
Svec. Dalsimi faktormi déleZitymi pri rozhodovani sa investora o lokalite je jej
dostupnost dopravnou infrastrukturou ¢i kvalifikovand pracovna sila. V tejto
oblasti je slovensky trh podla Sveca blizo nasytenia. S tym, Ze je pre budticnost
Slovenska potrebnd zdsadnd skolskd reforma, suihlasi pritom svorne koalicia aj
opozicia.

Zvlastne ocenenie 10. ro¢nika ankety Vojensky ¢in roka 2006 dostanud obcania
mad‘arskej obce Hejce za nezistni obetavi pomoc pri zdchrannych pracach, ktoru
poskytli po havdrii lietadla Ozbrojenych sil SR 19. janudra minulého roka nielen
zachrandrom, ale aj novindrom pracujuicim na mieste neStastia. V ankete su
kazdorocne oceriovani I'udia, ktori neziStne vykonali mimoriadny skutok, ¢i uz pri
zachrane ludskych Zivotov, alebo pri budovani civilno-vojenskych vztahov.
Slavnostné vyhodnotenie ankety spolu s galaprogramom sa uskutoc¢nilo 22. marca
v Koncertnej sale Slovenského rozhlasu, ktorého sa ziicastnil aj starosta obce Hejce
Gejza Rohdly.

Spomedzi tych, ktori prejavuju priazer niektorej politickej strane, si v marci
ziskal vlddny Smer-SD sympatie u 45.3 percenta ob¢anov. V poradi preferencii
nasleduje SDKU-DS, s ktorou sympatizuje 13.6 percenta volicov, SNS ma 11% a
L'S-HZDS 10.4 %. Vyplyva to z Prleskumu verejnej mienky, ktory uskuto¢nil Ustav
pre vyskum verejnej mienky (UVVM) pri Statistickom tdrade SR na vzorke 1,131
respondentov od 1. do 9. marca. SMK, ktoré ziskalo v prieskume piatu priecku,
preferuje 9.1 percent opytanych, Sieste je KDH, s ktorym sympatizuje 7 percent
obcanov. V dalsom poradi je KSS (1.4%), HZD (0.9), Slobodné férum (0.6), a ANO
(0.6). So Ziadnym politickym subjektom nesympatizuje 27.7 percenta obcanov.
Poradie v rebricku sympatii sa urcilo podla hlasovania zvy$nych 72.3 percenta
opytanych.

Slovensko uz dlhodobo meska s prebratim 21 smernic Eurépskej tinie. Viacero
z nich pritom malo Slovensko prijat este k ddtumu, vstupu do EU k 1. m4ju 2004.
Najviac restov v prijimani eurolegislativy maju rezorty dopravy a hospoddrstva.
Vyplyva to z informdcie o transpozi¢nom deficite a harmonograme jeho odstrdnenia,
ktory na rokovanie vlddy predloZil minister spravodlivosti Stefan Harabin. Za
neplnenie zdvazkov mdZe Eurépska komisia vymahat od Slovenska pokutu v sume
od 725 tisic (24 miliénov Sk) do 14.5 miliéna eur (482 miliénov Sk).

Azijsky region je pre Slovensko zaujimavy, tak ako je Slovensko zaujimavé pre
azijskych investorov. V exkluzivnom rozhovore pre singaptursku televiziu Singapur
OLV to uviedol minister hospoddarstva SR L'ubomir Jahnatek. Podla jeho slov o tom
sved¢ia mnohé podnikatel'ské aktivity spolo¢nosti Sony, Lenovo a v ostatnom obdobi
miliardové fabriky - automobilka Kia pri Ziline a vyrobca bielej techniky Samsung
pri Trnave.

Slovenski a ceski krajania v Taliansku sa po prvy raz v histérii dvoch
samostatnych republik spolo¢ne ziucastnili 21. marca na generdlnej audiencii
papeza Benedikta XVI. vo Vatikdne. Podujatie pripravili Slovenskd katolicka misia
v Rime, ZdruZenie krajanov a priatelov Ceskej republiky Associazione Praga a
Taliansko-slovenské zdruZenie pre podporu kultiry a turizmu Slov-Ital Forum v
spoluprdci so slovenskym a ¢eskym vel'vyslanectvom pri Svétej stolici. Pocas
generdlnej audiencie pozdravia hlavu katolickej cirkvi pri prileZitosti jej
nadchddzajiceho Zivotného jubilea - 80. narodenin, aj bohoslovci z Gréckoka-
tolickeho kniazského semindra blahoslaveného Pavla Petra Gojdi¢a v Presove.

Miera evidovanej nezamestnanosti dosiahla vo februdri droven 9.2%. Oproti
janudru klesla o 0.25 percentudlneho bodu. V porovnani s rovnakym mesiacom roka
2006 miera nezamestnanosti klesla o 2.46 percentudlneho bodu. Informovalo o tom
Ustredie prace, socidlnych veci a rodiny (UPSVaR).
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Informacéna kanceldria Eurépskeho parlamentu (IKEP) na Slovensku vydala 21.
marca pri prileZitosti 50. vyroc¢ia podpisania zmluvy postovi zndmku s
personalizovanym kupénom. Znamka s hradom Devin a s kupénom vyobrazujicim
logo jubilea Rimskej zmluvy v nomindlnej hodnote 10 Sk vysla v ndklade 10 tisic
kusov. Rimskou zmluvou z 25. marca 1957 Sest Stdtov zaloZilo eurdpske
spolocenstvo, ktoré je jadrom eurdpskeho integraéného procesu. Oslavami
podpisania Rimskej zmluvy si pripomenuli pdtdesiat rokov bez vojny medzi
krajinami, ktoré dnes tvoria EU.

Pri Martyriu na cintorine v Spisskej Novej Vsi sa 23. marca popoludni konala
pietna spomienka na obete tzv. Malej vojny z marca 1939. Pred 68 rokmi hortyovské
mad‘arské vojska napadli z vychodnej hranice Slovensko a bombardovali Spissku
Novi Ves a tunajsie letisko. O Zivot prislo 6 vojakov a 10 civilistov. Tragické udalosti,
ktoré stiviseli s obsadenim vychodnej ¢asti prvej Slovenskej republiky, sa v historii
uvadzajd ako madarsko-slovenska alebo tieZ Mald vojna. Mald vojna sa zacala rano
23. marca 1939, ked' madarské vojenské jednotky bez vypovedania vojny prekrodili
hranice vychodného Slovenska a postupovali do vnitrozemia. Hlavna zdkladria
slovenského letectva bola v Spisskej Novej Vsi. Tamojsie letisko sa stalo 24. marca
1939 par mintt po 17. hodine ter¢om bombardovania, ktoré vSak zasiahlo aj civilné
obyvatel'stvo.

TASR a slovenské ¢asopisy

II. verejna zbierka na pamitnik
papeZza Jana Pavla Il. a troch
koSickych mucenikov

Z minulych vekov ostalo pre nds
vela odkazov o déleZitych udalos-
tiach, ¢i osobnostiach na pamaét kto-
rych nasi predkovia dokazali posta-
vit' pripominajiice pamaétniky.

Aj nasa doba priniesla svoje vyni-
moc¢né udalosti, medzi ktoré nes-
porne patri ndvsteva sv. Otca Jdna
Pavla II. v KoSiciach 2. jila 1995,
kedy na zhromazZdeni sa zucastnilo
vySe 400 tisic I'udi. Pri sldvnostnej li-
turgii na letisku v Barci boli sva-
toreceni traja Kosicki mucenici a bola
vyhldsend Kosicka arcidiecéza a u-
delené arcibiskupské palium. Tieto
udalosti v rdmci celého sveta zvi-
ditel'nili mesto Kosice i mestsku cast
Barcu, na dzemi ktorej sa konali.

Pri prileZitosti 10. vyrocia tychto
udalosti umocnenych ukonéenim Zi-
votnej ptite svetovej osobnosti Jdna
Pavla II., sa podarilo zabezpecit a
zastresit’ ziskanie finanénych pros-
triedkov na vybudovanie d6stojného
pamiétnika celomestského vyznamu,
ktory 15. jila 2006 v Kosiciach-Barci
odhalil a poZehnal kardindl Stanis- FOTO TASR - Milan Kapusta
lav Dziwisz, krakovsky arcibiskup, za pritomnosti apostolského nuncia Svatej
Stolice v SR Mons. Henryka J6zefa Nowackého a kosického arcibiskupa Mons.
Alojza Tkéca.

Pamaitnik v zmysle usmernenia arcibiskupskej liturgickej komisie je umiestneny
a postaveny v zeleni pred vstupom do Barcianskeho parku, v blizkosti konec¢ne;
zastavky elektricky ¢. 4 v Barci a hlavného tahu juZne z mesta v smere k Statnym
hraniciam s Mad’arskom. BohuZial chybajui vSak financie na dokoncovacie préce
¢i uz pri dprave zlého pristupu k Pamaétniku, alebo nedostatku parkovacich miest
a kvetinovej vyzdoby okolia.

Na zdklade naSej Ziadosti o povolenie, Obvodny urad v KoSiciach prislusny na
konanie rozhodol a potvrdil usporiadat’ druhd verejnud zbierku organizovanu
Mestskou castou KoSice - Barca, Abovskd 24, 040 17 Kosice - Barca, zastipenu
FrantiSkom KriStofom, starostom mestskej ¢asti, za ucelom ziskania d'al$ich
finanénych prostriedkov.

Verejnd zbierka bude trvat do 18. juna 2007. Prosime vsetkych dobrodincov,
ktori by sa rozhodli zapojit' do zbierky, aby prispevky na tento nezistny umysel
zasielali na ucet, ktory bol Specidlne otvoreny: v DEXIA banke a.s. pobocka KoSice
¢. uctu 0427704007 /5600; alebo postou na Miestny tdrad mestskej casti KoSice -
Barca, Abovskad 24, KoSice - Barca 04017 Kosice, Slovak Republik.

Vopred prijmite nasu dprimnu vd'aku a Pan Boh zaplat' za akikol'vek prejavenu
Stedrost’!

Frantisek Kristof
Starosta mestskej casti KoSice-Barca

NECHAJTE INYCH VEDIET O JEDNOTE
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ZA ZIVOT

Zivot je dar od Boha. A tak by sme s
nim aj mali zaobchddzat' a chrédnit ho. A
to nielen svoj, ale aj ten, ktory kazda
matka nesie pod svojim srdcom.

KaZdoroc¢ne sa konaji velké mani-
festacie po celej Amerike, aby bol vydany
zdkon, ktory by zabrdnil zabijaniu deti
eSte pred narodenim. Doteraz je ich viac
ako 40 miliénov, a to len zaregistro-
vanych potratov. Preco, ked ndm rodicia
darovali Zivot, my branime nasim detom
prist na svet? Kolko z nich dnes mohlo
byt budicich vedcov, lekdrov, inZinierov,
kniazov, reholnych sestier, a r6znych
inych kvalifikovanych robotnikov. Neo-
brati sa to raz proti tym, alebo ich detom,
ktori su lahostajni k tymto vyzvam?
Hovori sa, Ze “’BoZie mlyny meld pomaly,
ale isto”’. Zial, nadobidam ndzor, Ze
hluchota je tam vel'kd, kde by mali hlasy
prenikat. Len aby sa tieto manifestdcie
nestali pre tych hluchych, iba atrakciou.

Aj ja som sa spolu s manZelom toho
roku v janudri zicastnila vo Washingto-
ne, DC, pochodu Za Zivot. Boli sme medzi
zdstupcami fraternalistickych organi-
z4cii konkrétne Prvej Katolickej Sloven-skej Jednoty, IKSZ], SKS a Slovenskej
Pennsylvanskej Katolickej Jednoty, ktoré kazdoro¢ne neochvejne protestuju proti
potratom.

ATHOLI%
g\{;\"'liRNA}S
FOR LIFE

Na snimke Anna Biro$ova v spoloénosti slovenskych
seminaristov Dalibora Ondreja a Martina Chovanca
ktori st v USA na ro€nej pastora¢nej praxi.

‘: L\\\"Ak -

FRATERNALS
R LIFE

-l
Pohlad na pochodujucich fraternalistov v prostriedku otec Philip Altavilla, predseda Zdruzenia slovenskych katolikov.

Pri tejto prileZitosti by som sa chcela s ¢itatelmi podelit’ o skuto¢ny pribeh, ktory
som osobne zaZila na Slovensku. Raz prisiel za mnou jeden kriaz, menom Anton
Srholec, ktory bol v tom case kaplanom Blumentdlskeho kostola v Bratislave. Na
Slovensku je dobre zndmy pre svoju obetavu ¢innost' s bezdomovcami, ktorym v
Bratislave réznym spdsobom pomadha zapojit sa do normdlneho Zivota. Opytal sa
ma, ¢i by som nevzala do svojej opatery skon¢enu vysokoskoldcku, ktord uz neméze
byvat na interndte a domov sa boji ist. Pre¢o? Cakd dieta. Pri spovedi vyznala, Ze
rodicia jej ako dar k promdéciam venovali pobyt pri mori. Spolu s rodi¢mi travila pri
mori dva tyZdne. Zozndmila sa tam s chlapcom a Zial zozndmenie nezostalo bez
nasledkov. Ked zistila, Ze je tehotnd, rozhodovala sa aj pre potrat. Nemala kde byvat'.
Bdla sa to prezradit’ prisnym rodi¢om, ktori mali v dedine postavenie riaditel'a
podniku a ucitelky.

Kraz okamZite pri spovedi reagoval, Ze dieta sa musi narodit a on ndjde pre riu
rieSenie. Ked' kriaz prisiel za mnou, bola som v rozpakoch. Ako to vysvetlim detom
a ako to ony prijmu. Dopadlo to nad oc¢akdvanie. Prikupili sme postel a mild Anicku
nam kriaz doviedol do bytu. Moja dcéra, v tom Case osemrocnd, si ju obl'ibila. Anicka
pracovala v nemocnici ako ekonémka. Pod srdcom jej dietatko rdstlo, ale Anicka sa
nad’alej bdla ozndmit' to rodi¢om. Kriaz ¢asto navstevoval nasu domdcnost’ a
posilrioval ju k nebojdcnosti, Ze vSetko dobre dopadne. To, ¢o nikto necakal, raz v
noci sa zobudim a Anicka stoji na chodbe. Odchddzala jej plodovd voda. Dieta sa
hlasilo na svet dva mesiace predc¢asne. Rychlo som sa obliekla a budila susedov,
ktori mali auto. Uhdriali sme do nemocnice ako Sialeni, aZ kym nds policajt
nezastavil. Po naleZitom vysvetleni nds nechal bez pokuty. Dieta sa narodilo takmer
v nemocni¢nom vytahu. ESte sme so Soférom vyckavali pokym ndm nedali sprdvu,
Ze sa narodilo diev¢atko menom Patricia.

Ja som ozndmila Anic¢kinym rodi¢om, Ze sa stali starymi rodi¢mi. Nechceli pocut
vlastnym usiam. Nakoniec vsetko dobre dopadlo.

Asi pred piatimi rokmi som spolu s manZelom stdla v rade v Bratislave u
FrantiSkdnov na spoved. Niekto mi zrazu zo zadu jemne zakryl oc¢i. Ozval sa hlas:
”Hédajte, kto som?”’. Bol to Zensky hlas. Nastalo ticho. Po chvilke mi neznamy
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hlas Sepce do ucha: “Vy ste moja mama, vam vda¢im za Zivot”’. Oto¢im sa a vidim
krasnu Patriciu s nddhernymi dlhymi ¢iernymi vlasmi, ako havran. Obom sa ndm
pri zvitani objavili slzy v o¢iach.

Dnes Patricia, farmaceutka, je Stastne vydatd a md krdsnu dcérku, tieZ Patriciu.
Som Stastnd, Ze som prispela k zdchrane tohto nddherného BoZieho dietata. Pri

pomysleni na to, Ze by sa bolo stalo inak, sa mi zviera hrdlo.
25. marca sme si pripomenuli Deri pocatého dietata. Dokedy budd mlcat ti, ktori
su tvorcami zdkonov, aby sa zabrdnilo d'alSiemu vrazdeniu nevinnych deti!

Anna a Jozef Biros

Na Slovensku
treba stavat pamitniky

Beckov (TASR) Na Slovensku by sme
mali stavat viac pamétnikov a spominat
si na slovenskych dejatelov nielen
vtedy, ked maju okrihle vyrocia. Dom-
nieva sa to podpredsednic¢ka parla-
mentu Anna Belousovovad, ktora sa 17.
marca spolo¢ne s predsedom vlddy
Dusanom Caplovi¢om zti¢astnila v Bec-
kove na spomienkovych oslavdch pri
prileZitosti 190. vyrocia narodenia Joze-
fa Miloslava Hurbana. Podl'a nej sd
pamétniky potrebné, aby ich dalsie
generdcie mali ako ““Zivi uebnicu his-
térie svojho ndroda”. Hurban, ktory sa
stal prvym predsedom Slovenskej
ndrodnej rady, bol podla nej bojov-
nikom za prdva slovenského ndroda a
ten mu vdaci za svoju existenciu. Podla
podpredsedni¢ky v case eurdpskej
integracie musime posiliiovat myslien-
ku ndrodnej identity viac ako kedy-
kol'vek predtym. “Byt siicastou eurdp-
skeho spolocenstva neznamenad stratit
vlastnd identitu alebo rozplyniit sa v
nejakej beztvarej mase eurépskeho spo-
lo¢enstva. Slovdci maju co priniest
Eurdpe aj svetu,” dodala. Caplovic¢
povedal, Ze Slovdci si v dejindch
tisickrat dokonale overili skisenost, Ze
sa méZu spoliehat’ iba sami na seba.

““Vlada Slovenskej republiky chce sluizit
obcanom Slovenska s takou odda-
nostou, s akou jej sliZil Jozef Miloslav
Hurban,” vyhldsil.

Rok J. M. Hurbana vyhldsila Narod-
nd rada SR 30. janudra tohto roku a
spomienka v Beckove bola ivodnym
podujatim. Po sldvnostnych sluzbdch
BoZich v evanjelickom kostole a polo-
Zeni vencov k pamditnej tabuli na rod-
nom dome spristupnili v beckovskom
muzeu vystavu Zivot a dielo J. M.
Hurbana. Na vystave ndvstevnici najdu
napriklad najstars$i zachovany portrét
Hurbana z roku 1848, ndbytok z jeho
pracovne v Hlbokom, vzorku vlasov,
osobné pecatidlo, origindl listov a prvé
vydanie jeho knih.

Jozef Miloslav Hurban bol prvym
predsedom Slovenskej ndrodnej rady.
Poésobil ako spisovatel, novindr, politik
a organizator kultirneho Zivota, evan-
jelicky kriaz a vedtuca osobnost povsta-
nia v rokoch 1848 a 1849. Bol vyda-
vatelom a redaktorom literarneho perio-
dika Slovenské pohlady, asistoval pri
tvorbe novej spisovnej slovenciny. Bol
spoluzakladatelom Matice slovenskej v
Martine v roku 1863.

Slizil statocne, vytrvalo, ako

uzdravenie.
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svdtych omsi

Salezian, Martin Mazak usnul
v Panovi

Dria 17. novembra 2006 si VSemohtci povolal
k sebe svojho sluZzobnika otca Martina Mazdka.
Zomrel krdtko pred driom svojich 93. narodenin.
prikladny
duspastier a misiondr Slovakov pre Romandské
Svajciarsko. Este v stredu sliZil sv. om&u a niesol
sv. prijimanie chorej. Po ndvrate domov (Soral)
nahle odpadol. Nasli ho s poraneniami na zemi
leZiaceho jeho spolubratia. Pri prevoze do
nemocnice sa este prebral k vedomiu. Potom vsak
znovu upadol do bezvedomia. Po odbornych
vySetreniach hodnotili lekari jeho zdravotny stav
za velmi vdzZzny a nedali mu velkd nddej na

Otec Martin Mazdk sa narodil 12. 12. 1913 v
dedinke Frivald (Rajeckd dolina). Slovensko opustil uZ ako dospievajuci
chlapec. V Taliansku zacal svoju reholnd formdciu v kongregdcii Salezidnov.
Este ako mladého klerika ho vSak urcili pre misiondrsku pracu vo vtedajsich
francizskych protektoratoch v severnej Afrike. Na tizemi Tuniska a AlZirska,
kde zvadcsa vykondval dlohu ucitel'a na francizskom gymnadziu, prezil 14
rokov. Potom sa vratil do Eurépy. VZdy spominal, Ze md ““chatrné zdravie” -
chorlavel. Prvé reholné sluby zloZil v roku 1937, doZivotné reholné sluby v
roku 1940 a kriazskd vysviacku mal dria 24. 2. 1945. UZ ako reholny kiiaz
prindleZal do francizskej salezidnskej provincie (PariZ). Od samého zrodu
Slovenskych Katolickych Misii pésobil
emigrantov vo Svajéiarsku. V tejto préaci hrdinsky vytrval az do posledného
dychu svojich sil. Este dva dni pred jeho smrtou pisatelovi dvakrat telefonoval
a medzi 10. a 12. novembrom poslal tri poStové zasielky. Pripravil ““Program
pre mestd Zeneva a Lausanne. AZ do konca svojho pésobenia
mal vybornd pamaét a nadSenie pre misiondrsku prdcu. Bol nadovsetko
¢lovekom dobrého srdca. Nech odpociva vo svdatom pokoji!
Andrej Macko
Slovenska katolicka misia vo Svajéiarsku

Otec Martin Mazak
(Foto archiv 1983)

ako misiondr pre slovenskych
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Otec Kamil Jan Hudak vo ve¢nosti

V 87. roku svojho Zivota a 53. roku
kiiazstva sa 5. janudra 2007 v Ceskych
Budéjoviciach , odobral na vec¢nost' otec
Kamil Jdn Huddk. S drahym zosnulym
spolubratom sa rozlicili Petrini 11.
janudra 2007 o 2. hodine popoludni v
kostole Panny Madrie RuZencovej v
Ceskych Budé&joviciach. Po zddugnej svi
tej omsi bolo jeho telo prevezené na
vychodné Slovensko do obce Staré pri
Michalovciach . Sldvnostny pohreb sa
konal 13. janudra 2007 za velkej uicasti
jeho starych veriacich a mnohych kniazov
Kosickej arcidiecézy. Pohrebnu svitd
omsu slizil kosicky arcibiskup Alojz
Tka¢ a pomocny biskup Bernard Bober.
Pochovany bol na tamojSom cintorine,
kde bude odpocivat do sldvneho
vzkriesenia.

Otec Kamil Jan Huddk sa narodil 23. oktébra 1919 v Ploskom, okres Kosice.
Studoval na Bohosloveckej fakulte v Litomé&ficiach v Ceskej republike. Za kiiaza
bol vysviateny 27. jiina 1954 ako ¢len rehole Kongregacie bratov najsvatejsej sviatosti
(Petrini). V roku 1955 p&sobil ako kaplan v Presove, v r. 1957 v Bardejove a v r. 1962
mu odriali Statny sihlas. Odvtedy bol mimo pastoracie. Bol isty cas aj vdazneny. Po
prepusteni pracoval vo vyrobe, neskér ako zamestnanec Vojenskej spravy vo
vojenskej nemocnici v Trnave. V roku 1966 sa stal kaplanom v Trebisove, od r. 1967
bol fardrom v Zemplinskom Branc¢i a v r. 1972 bol vymenovany za fardra v obci
Staré.

V Starom p6sobil 25 rokov a za tid dobu sa postaral o dékladnu opravu farského
kostola a kostolov vo filidlkach v Oreskom a Krivostanoch. 27. jina 2004 oslavoval
50. vyrocie svojej kriazskej vysviacky.

Po odchode na odpocinok v r. 1997 ako 80-ro¢ny vrdtil sa spat do kldstora
Kongregdacie bratov najsvitejsej sviatosti v Ceskych Budé&joviciach. Tam okrem toho,
Ze bol rektorom kostola Panny Marie RuZencovej a administratorom farnosti Sedlec,
mal na starosti ziskavanie seminaristov pre Petrinsku reholu zvlast zo Slovenska.
Daval duchovné cvi¢enia rozliénym radom sestri¢iek v okoli Ceskych Budé&jovic.
Ako vzorného kriaza a dobrého kazatela si oblbili veriaci nielen na Slovensku,
ale i v Amerike. Na pozvanie autora tohto ¢lanku navstivil viackrdt konkrétne
Slovensku zahradu na Floride, ktord povazoval za svoju druhu mald farnost. Pocas
jedného Slovenského dria, ktoré Slovenskd zahrada kazdoroc¢ne usporiadala, slizil
svdtdi omsu v slovencine za ucasti vySe 1,500 I'udi z celych Spojenych stdtov. S
velkym eldnom taktieZ sliZil svdté omsSe v slovenskom kostole sv. Cyrila a Metoda
v Lakewood, Ohio. Mal neustdly pisomny kontakt so Slovakmi v Amerike. Vo
svojom farskom kostole v Starom ¢asto kdzal o Slovdkoch Zijiicich predovsetkym v
Clevelande a na Floride.

Otec Hudak za svoju vieru velmi trpel, ale nedal sa zlomit. Nech dobrotivy Boh
oceni jeho prdcu vo vinici Pdnovej a nech mu udeli odpo¢inok veény!

Andrej F. Hudak
Riaditel Slovenského ustavu v Clevelande, Ohio

Zrava: Otec Kamil J. Hudak poc¢as Slovenského dria
na Floride; Andrej Croftcheck a Andrej F. Hudak,
vtedajs$i predseda Slovenskej zahrady.

S usmevom

’Kedy ste boli naposledy na spovedi?”’ opytal sa don Bosco. Muz sa zamyslel:
“Pred desiatimi rokmi.”” “TakZe to bude desat’ frankov,” povedal kiiaz pokojne.
“’Ako to, myslel som si, Ze rozhre$enie je zadarmo!”” “Coze? Vy ste to vedeli?”’ opytal
sa don Bosco s tiZasom. ““Preco ste potom cakali desat rokov?

Posledny odkaz Dr. Jozefa Tisu

“V duchu tej obety, ktori prindsam,
odkazujem slovenskému ndrodu, aby bol
svorny a jednotny v sledovani vel'kej zdsady
““Za Boha a ndrod” — vZdy, vsade a v
kaZdom ohl'ade.

Je to mielen jednoznacny smysel
slovenskiyjch dejin, ale aj vijslovny prikaz
BoZi, ktoryj ako prirodzeny zdkon stvoril a
do ndroda a kaZdého jeho prislusnika vstepil.

Tomuto zdkonu shiZil som celyf svoj Zivot,
a preto sa povazujem za mucenika v proom
rade obrany krest'anstva proti bol'Sevizmu,
ktorého sa musi ndrod nielen v duchu svojho
krestanského charakteru, ale aj v zdujme
svojej dalSej budiicnosti vSemozZne chrdnit'.

Ako si prosim od Vids, aby ste si v
modlitbdch svojich spominali na ma, tak i
ja budem za Vds prosit vSevlddneho Boha,
aby ndrodu slovenskému v jeho Zivotnej
borbe za Boha a ndrod Zehnal, aby ndrod
slovensky bol vZdy vernym a oddanym
synom Cirkvi Kristovej.”

DR. JOZEF TISO

V Bratislave, 18. aprila 1947 o 3. hodine rano.
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Posledné stretnutie s otcom Kamilom J. Hudakom (vprostriedku) v novembri 2006 v Ceskych Budéjoviciach.
Zlava: Pani Kovaci¢, Andrej F. Hudak a Jozef Valenéik.

Oznamenia spolkov a okresov

Clenska schédza spolku sv. Matidsa & 45 IKS] v New York City
Oznamujeme ¢lenom nédsho spolku, Ze schodza sv. Mattisa ¢. 45 IKS] v New Yorku
sa uskuto¢ni v nedel'u 15. aprila 2007 po slovenskej omsi o 12:30 hodine v osadne;j
hale Slovenského kostola sv. Jdina Nepomuckého na Prvej Avenue a 66. ulici. Liskavo
Ziadame naSich ¢lenov o hojnd udcast na tejto schodzi.
Jozef Jurasi, predseda

Zajazd do Washingtonu, DC

Spolok sv. Stefana ¢. 716 Prvej Katolickej Slovenskej Jednoty usporiada poznavaci
zdjazd do Wahingtonu, DC v drioch 19. - 20. mdja 2007 (sobotu a nedel'u) s ndvstevou
historickych miest (Biely dom, Kapitol, Arlington cintorin a d'alSie).

Odchod je v sobotu 19. mdja v rannych hodindch od Slovenského kostola sv.
Jana Nepomuckého v New York City, kam sa aj vratime. V nedel'u v dopoludriajsich
hodindch navstivime ‘“Basilica of the National Shrine”’, kde sa bude sliZit
slovenskd svitd omsa.

Prosime zdujemcov, aby sa urychlene prihldsili na telefénne ¢isla: Jozef Bilik
(718) 463-2084; Henrieta Daitovd (201) 641-8922. Presné informdcie o zdjazde
poddme neskoér. TesSime sa na vasu ucast.

Vybor Spolku sv. Stefana IKSJ v N.Y.C.

K pamiatke prezidenta
Dr. Jozefa Tisu

Po Sviatoplukovi, bol druha nasa hlava.
Jemu slovensky narod chvélu a tictu vzdava.
Boh ho stvoril, by viedol a chrénil nd$ narod,

ked rtcali sa svety a nik nemal plan, liek-navod,
ako zastavit masinériu, co valcovala Eurépu.
Mocni sa triasli, padali ako muchy, kriali na ratu.
A tuv strede tohto nebezpetného, vojnového viru,
ked na vSetky strany sveta hrozi vojna, ¢osi vrie,
tuslovensky vodca, do ot povie fithrerovi rise: Nie!
Vtedy, ked ¢ervena Moskva, silny Pariza Londyn,
videli v oblakoch nebezpecie, oheria Gierny dym.

A nas prezident Dr.]. Tiso, s breviarom, rozumne vladne,
Iud slovensky spokojny je, Dr. ]. Tiso v boji neochladne.
Slovensky stat vedie vzorne, kedy tu vladol blahobyt,
o pre vodcov velkého sveta bolo a je tazko pochopit.

Dnes na 60. vyrocie Tvojej hanobnej popravy,
davame slovensky narod zase do Tvojej ochrany.
Kladiaci, vriicne obetujeme nase modlitby Panu Bohu,
prosime Ho, by mocnym osvietil rozum a odpustil tomu,
¢o hosudil. AjJanovi K., ¢o potiahol stranok-slucku.
My modlitbami sme mu dévali s Bohom na rozlticku,
ked bezbozna Itiza vybijala sa alkoholom v radovankach.
Luza, ¢o nebola hodna mu zaviazat $nérky na topankach,
knlazovi-svitcovi, ¢o tak verne slizil ndrodu a Bohu.

Az dnes svet vidi, ako daleko bezbozna ltiza zasla,
ked polobohmi boli Igor Daxner a prokurator A. Rasla.
Co vam bolo v ceste? Coho ste sa bali, vtedy mocni pani,

_ ked neviete, ¢o sa stalo s jeho telom, kde je pochovany?
(i, Zerie vas svedomie? Ci, aj vy hladate knaza, ako Husak?
Co pokoril sa, objal kriz a navzdy odhodil kladivo aj kosak?

Boze, daj Tvojmu sluZzobnikovi-kiiazovi slavu v nebi
a vypocuj jeho orodovanie za nas narod, nasu krasnu vlast.
My, neprestaneme vence nasich modlitieb na jeho hrob klast!
Jozef Smak



