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Pranostiky — Weather Lore, or Slovak Folklore about the Weather

Michael J. Kopanic, Jr., Ph.D.

One of the rich traditions of Slovakia is
that of pranostiky, or weather lore. Each
month, Slovak calendars have sayings that
accompany almost every day. They usually
consist of a short sentence or phrase which
forecasts the weather based on conditions
on that day of the month. This is some-
what similar to the popular Poor Richard’s
Almanac which Benjamin Franklin published
with great success during American colo-
nial times. So weather lore is not unique to
Slovakia, but Slovaks developed a special
knack for sayings which identifies with their
culture and familiar surroundings.

In the past, weather was very important
to Slovak peasants, for in an agricultural so-
ciety, their livelihood revolved around favor-
able conditions, or the ability to predict bad
weather as well. While some weather lore
has some basis in scientific fact, pranos-
tiky are useful for seeing the world through
the eyes of our ancestors and appreciating
the beauty of the expressions and their his-
torical and religious values as well, for most
days are identified with a particular saint.
They are a window to the past and the soul
of Slovaks.

Here are few pranostiky which were com-
monly used during the month of May, which
is almost upon us.

May 1 -- Ak na prvého maja vecer prsi,
bude cely rok pekne.

If it rains on the 1st of May, the weather
will be nice all year.

Na Jakuba, Filipa zelena sa kazda lipa.

Servéci niet mrazu.

Before St. Servatius day it is not summer,
and after St. Seratius day there is no frost.

May 15 -- Zofia - ladova Zena.

St. Sophie - an icy lady.

Zofia vino vypija a dobré lany dava.

St. Sophie will drink up wine and yield a
good flax crop. 5

Traja ladovi muzi a Zofia je ich kucharka.
Three ice men and St. Sophie is their cook!

Svata Zofia stromy rozvija.

The trees bloom on St. Sophie’s Day.

May 19 -- Ak mrzne na Gertridu, bude
mrznut cely mesiac.

If there is frost on St. Gertrude day, there
will be frost the whole month.

Gertruda je uz zahradnickou.

St. Gertrude is already gardener.

Do Petra /Peter Celestin, papez/ neni
tepla, a po Petre uz je po teple.

Until St. Peter Celestine the pope's day, it

The linden trees shown here surrounding Bojnice Castle in Slovakia are among the S not warm, and after St. Peter Celestine’s

many subjects of Slovak weather lore. The oldest linden tree in the country, one
approximately 600 years old, can be found on the castle property.

On St. James’ and St. Philip’s Day, every
linden tree is green.

Déazd na prvého maja — Urodny rok. Rain
on the first of May — a fruitful year.

May 4 -- May 4th is the feast day of St.
Florien, who lived in the 4th century A.D.,
and is a patron saint of Central Europe, and
Poland in particular.

Svéty Florian drodu nam chran.

St. Florian, protect our crops.

Svaty Florian si eSte méze nasadit sne-
hovy klobuk. -

St. Florian can still don a hat of snow.

May 7 - Ak na Stanislava padé dazd,
bude na jesen prazdny sud.

If it rains on St. Stanislaus Day, there will
be an empty barrel in the autumn.

May 12 — Dazd na Pankraca osozny je
poliam, ale $kodny viniciam.

Rain on St. Pancras Day is helpful to the
fields, but harms the vineyards.

Gazda Caka na prejdenie troch zmrzlia-
kov.

The farmer waits for the passing of three
frosts.

May 13 -- Pred Servacom niet leta, po
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Universal Intention
Small Farmers: That small farmers may receive a just reward
for their precious labor.

Seventy-two percent of the world’s farms are less than 2.5
acres in size. In the U.S., 90 percent of the 2.1 million farms
are considered small, family farms, and many of them are
struggling.

Though prices have gone up in supermarkets, the income of
farmers has not. As a result, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics states that the largest job loss of any occupation is farm-
ers. When the small farms go out of business, often large agri-
businesses acquire the land and create greater potential for
ecological damage and health risks. For example, a single fast
food hamburger may contain meat from more than a hundred
different cattle.

For Pope Francis small farmers are essential to caring for
the earth and safeguarding it for future generations. He said
that “in the work of farmers there is the acceptance of the pre-
cious gift of the land which comes to us from God, but there is
also its appreciation in the equally precious work of men and
women, called to respond to the mandate of tilling and safeguarding the land (Genesis 2: 15).”

Agricultural workers should receive a just wage. As the pope said, “The labor of those who cultivate
the earth, generously dedicating time and energy to it, appears as a genuine vocation. It deserves to
be recognized and appropriately appreciated, also in concrete economic policies.”

With the coming of spring, we pray for those on small farms who are busy planting. May they not
only have an abundant harvest this year but also “receive a just reward for their precious labor.”

Reflection

Besides a greater concern for the land, what other values do family farms contribute to the good
of society?

Scripture
2 Timothy 2: 6 “The hardworking farmer ought to have the first share of the crop.”

EVANGELIZATION INTENTION

African Christians: That Christians in Africa may give witness to love and
faith in Jesus Christ amid political-religious conflicts.

With over 420 million Christians (38.3 percent of the population), Africa is the fastest growing
continent for Christianity. It is also a place where many Christians are threatened with violence. In
2013 in Kenya, where 60 percent of the population is Christian, a terrorist group attacked a shopping
mall and killed 67 people. Last April the same group killed 148 mostly Christian students at Garissa
University College.

In November Pope Francis visited African countries beset by violence with a message of reconcili-
ation.

He told the bishops of Kenya that the Church “must always be true to her mission as an instrument
of reconciliation, justice, and peace. May you strengthen your commitment to working with Christian
and non-Christian leaders alike, in promoting peace and justice in your country through dialogue,
fraternity, and friendship. In this way you will be able to offer a more unified and courageous denuncia-
tion of all violence, especially that committed in the name of God.”
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He went on to say that “the united and selfless efforts of many Catholics in Kenya are a beauti-
ful witness and example for the country. In so many ways, the Church is called to offer hope to the
broader culture, a hope based on her unstinting witness to the newness of life promised by Christ in
the Gospel.”

We have just celebrated the death and resurrection of Jesus, recalling that the hatred that killed
him was infinitely less powerful than his love. Convinced of that love, we pray that our African brothers
and sisters may give witness to it amidst their struggles.

Reflection
How have | experienced the fact that love is the only force capable of changing the world for good?

Scripture
Romans 12: 9-21: “Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, do not be conquered by evil but conquer
evil with good.”

Message from the National Chaplain

Pope Francis declared December 8, 2015 to November 20, 2016
to be an Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. A series of articles fea-
turing a saint who lived a particular Spiritual Work of Mercy is offered
to help mark the Year. Today’s subject is Instruct the Ignorant.

St. John Neumann (1811-1860) was born in what is currently the
Czech Republic. He came to the United States interested in mission
work and was ordained for the Diocese of New York. After four years
ministering in outposts such as Buffalo and Rochester, he responded
to a call to community life and joined the Redemptorists in 1842. He
was the first Redemptorist to be professed in the United States. He
eventually became Bishop of Philadelphia in 1852 at the age of 41.
The Diocese of Philadelphia at this time was 35,000 square miles and
included territory which now comprises the Dioceses of Allentown,
Altoona-Johnstown (partial), Harrisburg, Scranton, Camden, Trenton, and Wilmington.

Although he deemed himself unworthy of the episcopacy, Bishop Neumann was a tireless work-
er and administrator of temporal goods. But what he loved to do above all was teach the faith. Itis
noted that whenever he went to a parish to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation, he personally
gave two instructions to those to be confirmed, one on the evening prior and the other on the morn-
ing of the celebration. Bishop Neumann had annual conferences for priests in 4 different areas of
the diocese for furthering their education.

Although the Forty Hours Devotion was already in practice in America, Bishop Neumann's love
for and teaching of the Presence of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament was instrumental in
popularizing and transforming Forty Hours into a parish spiritual renewal. He introduced having
a schedule of churches within the diocese where the Devotions are taking place so people would
know where they could go not only to adore the Blessed Sacrament, but also could go to confes-
sion.

Bishop Neumann’s devotion and commitment to educating people in the Catholic faith led him
to establish a diocesan wide elementary school system, as well as promoting private academies
Catholic colleges. He was also known to teach theology classes at St. Charles Borromeo Semi-
nary in Philadelphia.

St. John Neumann lived the spiritual work of mercy to instruct the ignorant, not only in a formal or
academic setting, but also by his humility, his spirituality, and his love for all people, no matter their
race or ethnic heritage. He continues to teach us today the endless mercy of God.

St. John Neumann'’s feast day is January 5.

Rev. Thomas Nasta

Fr. Thomas Nasta
National Chaplain
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Report of the National Vice-President

Reverend Father, President Rajec, and members of the Board of Directors:

As always, | want to start off my report by thanking the Membership and Marketing Com-
mittee which is comprised of Brothers Andrew Rajec, Kenneth Arendt, and George Matta Il
for all the time and effort they spend with me on the problems and solutions that concern
membership and marketing. Each member is very concerned with the growth and success
of our society.

Membership

As you will see by our annual statement, the First Catholic Slovak Union had another
good year. Our assets grew by 15.4 million dollars and our surplus increased by 2.24 mil-
lion dollars. We will go into all the annuities and insurance statistics when we get into our
marketing report.

Our existing sales force is doing a tremendous job for the First Catholic Slovak Union. The
Membership and Marketing Committee would like to express their sincere thanks to those
recommenders who consistently recommend new or increased business during the year.

Congratulations to the Society’s TOP 10 Insurance/Annuity Proposers by Total Points for
the year 2015.

Roger Soltis

Audrey Balazik
Susan Lang

Albert Valo

Stephen Gerko
Michaelene Smolleck
Rebecca Demase
Kenneth Vehec
Rudolf Ondrejco

0. Rosemary Deliman

SO NogRLWN -

Congratulations to the Society’'s TOP 10 Proposers by Amount of Insurance Sold for
the year 2015.

Rebecca Demase
Susan Lang

David Lang

James Marmol
Michael Krajsa
Sabina Sabados
Michael Lako
Michaelene Smolleck
Roger Soltis

0. Patricia Speshock

SO No RN

Congratulations to the Society's TOP 10 Proposers by Amount of Annuity/IRA/Park
Money brought in for the year 2015.

Stephen Gerko
Roger Soltis

Cluey Sandy
Kimberly Meeker
Audrey Balazik
Linda Hanko
Rosemary Deliman
John Budis
Sabina Sabados

0. George Matta

SO NSgORLN =

Congratulations to the Society’s TOP 10 Proposers by the Number of Insurance Poli-
cies Sold for the year 2015.

Dorothy Petrus
Mary Belechak
Vicki Lynn Schaub
Sabina Sabados
Audrey Balazik
John Nalevanko
Susan Lang

Arlo Meeker

Mike Lako

0. Florence Matta

SO NogRLWN

To each and every one who signed an insurance member and/or who sent in an Annuity/
IRA/Park Money contract for the year 2015: My heartfelt thanks and congratulations for a
Job Well Done!

Marketing
This past year the Membership and Marketing Committee. ..

* Is continuing to add more agents — as of this date, we have 223 agents under contract.
We are instituting a program to recruit new agents in the states we are newly licensed.

* On April 25, 2015 — A sales seminar was held for the George Onda District #4 at the
Bishop Connare Center in Greensburg, PA.

* On May 21-22, 2015 - The committee attended the Bruce and Depersis Seminar in
Pittsburgh. They supply us with information regarding pending state and NAIC regulations
which may affect us.

* Heavily advertising our:

A.) “Final Expense Insurance” - It is coverage specific to the cost of the funeral using our
single premium policy.

B.) “Wealth Transfer — Wealth Management” — Through our single premium whole life
policy the benefits avoid income tax * avoid probate * cash value growth.

+ Advertising the IRA and Roth products as well as our annuity rates in our newspaper and
in mailings, on the website and thru email.

* On July 15, 2015 — An informational booth was set up for the 92nd annual Slovak Day at
Kennywood Park in West Mifflin, PA.

* On August 9, 2015 — An informational booth for the fest was set up at the seminary
grounds in Wickliffe, Ohio. A record crowd of 45,000 people attended. It is sponsored by
the Cleveland Diocese.

+ At all the festival booths — Information is provided on the FCSU and its insurance and an-
nuity products. These booths are part of the on-going campaign to make the First Catholic
Slovak Union more visible.

* On September 7, 2015 — An informational booth was set up at the annual Cleveland
Slovak Radio Club Festival held at St. Anthony of Padua Church Hall in Parma, Ohio.

* On September 25, 2015 — An informational booth was set up at the New Jersey Slovak
Heritage Festival. The festival was held at the New Jersey Arts Center in Holmdel, New
Jersey.

* On October 4, 2015 — A sales seminar was held for the Msgr. John E. Rura District #4 at
the Msgr. Komar Hall in Linden, New Jersey.

* On October 29, 2015 — A sales seminar was held for the Rev. Joseph L. Kostik District
#14 at the Magic Tree Restaurant in Boardman, Ohio.

« Still have the incentive plan started in 2013 to help our recommenders become a li-
censed insurance agent in the state they reside in. The FCSU will pay %2 the cost to obtain a
life insurance license in your state. This includes the cost of the school and fees. Depending
on your productivity, the FCSU will pay for % of your license renewal. If interested, contact
one of our in-house agents for a list of license schools in your state.

+ Set up an insurance meet — This time it was a Southern Caribbean Cruise on Carnival’'s
Liberty Cruise Ship from November 15 to November 21, 2015.

Activities

Some of my activities in the year 2015 were: Attended all monthly Executive meetings as
well as meetings called by the President. Letters concerning marketing/seminars were sent
to the recommenders. Wrote articles pertaining to insurance and had them published in the
Jednota. From April thru December, | sent the “Top Guns” to the editor. Inform all Regional
Directors of their districts insurance and annuity production on a quarterly basis. Attended
various district/branch meetings and/or social functions. Am a director in the Indiana Frater-
nal Alliance and attend all their meetings. Attend Bruce and Depersis Seminar in Pittsburgh.
Attended all seminars. Set up booths at festivals. Chair the Membership and Marketing
Committee and the Jednota Inc. Committee. | also sit on the FCSU Financial Committee,
where we work diligently to support our Society through the approval of new investments —
part of an overall financial strategy that has yielded tremendous success. Attended some of
the 125th Anniversary Ceremonies and the 50th Anniversary of the Shrine in Washington,
D.C. as well as the dedication of the Jednota Memorial Shrine in Middletown, PA. Went to
the Midwest Pastorial Seminar in Worth, lllinois.

At this time, | personally want to thank our Executive Committee and the Board of Direc-
tors for their help and encouragement. | would also like to thank the branch and district of-
ficers for their untiring commitment to our great society. Last, but not least, | want to express
my sincerest thanks to our home office staff for their excellent help and cooperation given to
me throughout the year.

Until Next Time,
Good Luck and God Bless,
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.
National Vice President
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Annual Report of the National
Chaplain

Two of our sister Catholic Slovak fraternal organizations had their conventions last year
and | was honored to be a guest at both and offer greetings on behalf of our Society. The
convention of the Slovak Catholic Sokol was held in August in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
while the First Catholic Ladies Slovak Association had their convention in October at Louis-
ville, Kentucky. | was a concelebrant at both opening convention Masses.

In addition to being the national chaplain of the First Catholic Slovak Union, | am also the
First Vice President of the Slovak Catholic Federation. My primary responsibility is to coordi-
nate the annual Saints Cyril and Methodius Appeal. This appeal raises funds to support the
operating costs of the residence for priests from Slovakia pursuing post-graduate studies in
Rome as well as benefit religious communities of men and women in Slovakia that have a
counterpart in the United States represented on the Conference of Slovak Religious. | was
able to attend an Executive Committee meeting in July, however, due to scheduling conflicts,
| was unable to attend the Executive Board meeting in September.

Throughout the year | have written articles that were published in the Jednota and have
answered correspondence that was sent to me.

May our Lord continue to bless us in our all our endeavors.

Fraternally,

Reverend Thomas A. Nasta
National Chaplain

2015 Annual Report of the

National Treasurer

Dear Father Nasta, President Rajec, and Brother and Sister Officers,

| am pleased to report that all financials and other reports required by the various states
where the First Catholic Slovak Union is licensed to do business have all been properly filed
by March 1, 2016.

The national and world economic climate continues its slow recovery. Normalization of
the Federal Reserve’s extraordinary monetary policy was begun during the prior year with
the FED raising the interest rate slightly. There appears to be no discernable change in the
Federal Monetary policy as a result of the new Federal Reserve Chairman. International
economies continue to struggle and are taking various steps and measures to try to stop the
falling value of the Euro and preventing some countries from bankruptcy. Falling oil price are
playing a major role in this. Currently it appears the prices are leveling and starting to rise.

The Society’s investment portfolio continues its well diversified status with about the same
emphasis on longer maturities; and no investment in the CMO’s because the need for the
flow of cash is less. The emphasis in the past three years has been diverted from FNMA,
FHLMC and GMNA bonds to other types of securities, mainly Industrial and Miscellaneous
bonds. Corporate bond issues have increased in number, providing some attractive rates.
The Society’s portfolio profile has changed from purchasing CMO’s to divesting them from
the portfolio by pay downs and sales. Over $5,4000,000 of CMO’s and GNMA's were dis-
posed of in 2015 with no new purchases. As notes before, a factor in the area was the
FHLB advising that it no longer requires only Federal Government issued securities, but that
some municipal government securities are now accepted for purposes of membership and
to acquire loans. One large advantage is that municipals’ interest rates are more favorable
and not subject to the volatility and pay downs of CMO'’s. The Society continues to utilize
low interest funds that are available as a result of the Society’s membership in the Federal
Home Loan Bank. In spite of the continuing, slow economic climate recovery and changes
mandated by the FNMA and FHLMC classification, the Society’s 2015 Investment Income
results were stable.

Positive results for 2015; Surplus increased almost $2,250,000, or 9.3%. This raised sur-
plus to $26,397,416 and the solvency ratio increased to 107.75%. The Society reduced its
holding in the Hedge Funds during 2015, and the current total is about half of the2014 level.
Total Hedge Fund investments are within the Ohio insurance regulation standards.

Net investment rate of return was 4.47%. The current year’s income released from the
IMR is included as part of investment income. The Society’s average investment return for
the past five years is 4.67%. Bonds make up 93.2% (+3.7%) of the portfolio. Investment
grade bonds (NAIC Class 1 & 2) are 98.8% (+0.4%) of bonds owned. One Society bond
is in the low category, and only 1.2% are in NAIC Class 3. The Society owns no Preferred
stocks. Common stocks are 0.6% (-0.4%) of investment assets. Common stocks include
the Society’s investment in Jednota Holding Company ($662,075). The diversification of
security classes, although modest in some areas, helps stabilizes the investment portfolio.
The Society had a +4.4% increase in assets. The level of 2015 premium income was greater
than in 2014 production, which helps provide for investment funds for the continued effective
growth of the Society.

Net gains on the sale of bonds and common stock were -$471,024 of which $167,686 of
bond gains went into the Interest Maintenance Reserve, as required by Regulation. These
bond gains helped to maintain a positive IMR balance, which reduced to $329,048 and
will be released in annual increments each year. There are realized capital loses shown of
$638,711, which resulted from the sale of common stock.

IN 2015, $485.630 of prior years’ bonds/preferred stock profits were included as a part of
income. This amount was released from the Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR). The IMR
requires that most profits or losses realized when bonds or preferred stocks are matures,
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called, or sold, must be placed in this reserve and amortized to the original maturity date of
the security. This requirement does not apply to bankrupt Bonds & Preferred Stocks. The
Society primarily holds bonds for income and does not actively trade these securities. The
current IMR schedule provided that profits from prior years will be released to the income
for several years. The current schedule of funds to be released from the IMR are shown on
page 25 of the Annual Statement.

The bankrupt Lehman Brothers bonds have been removed from the Society’s books.
The Society continues to receive payments from the bankruptcy distributions. The amount
received in 2015 was $106,968. The Society had $100,000 of Borden Inc. bonds that were
classified as bankrupt and were disposed of in 2015.

The Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) is required by regulation for purposes of mitigating
market swings. Because of the realized capital loss activity, and due to the unrealized gains
and the unique calculation system of the AVR, the 2015 maximum was $2,191,650 which
meant that $120,125 was released to surplus. This is the second year in which funds have
been released from AVR. The purpose of the AVR is to guard against large swings in the
economy. The release from the AVR was due to the drop in the value of common stock. The
bond/mortgage loan component continues to be at its maximum.

The Society purchased over $54,000,000 of securities in the year 2015, while over
$32,000,000 of securities were matures, called of sold. The combined total of $86,000,000
equal 25% of the 2014 invested assets. The large volume of activity reflects the continuing
large number of calls, especially government sponsored entities such as FNMA, FHLMC,
and pay downs on GMNA's. The challenge continues to find replacement bonds of equal
value and high interest rates available while maintaining quality. Another factor is to earn suf-
ficient investment income to support the competitive interest rates on the Society’s annuity
products. The average years to maturity of bonds was 15 years at the end of 2015. The large
volume of trading in recent years is consistent with the current volatile economic climate and
the premium production.

Respectfully and fraternally submitted,

George F. Matta I
National Treasurer

Annual Report 2015 National

Director of Fraternal Activities

President Rajec, Fellow Board Members, and Members of the FCSU,

It was a busy first year as your activity director. It began in early January with finishing the
2014 coloring contest. There were 147 youths between the ages of 4 and 12 who partici-
pated in the annual contest. The entries were as follows:

Region 1 - 11 Region 3 - 22 Region 5 - 25 Region 7 - 26

Region2- 0 Region 4 - 32 Region 6 - 25 Region 8 - 3

There were also 3 non-members who submitted entries. The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place win-
ners in each age group received a T-shirt, certificate and a check as was advertised. How-
ever, those who entered but did not win also received a letter of congratulations and a $5 gift
card for their efforts. We are grateful to the good Sisters who judge all the entries every year.

The bowling tournament was held with the National Slovak Society and the First Catholic
Slovak Ladies Association at Eastway Lanes in Erie, PA., May 1-3, 2015. Since we received
many lane sponsors between the 3 organizations, (especially the FCSLA members), every-
one enjoyed a wonderful hospitality buffet at the lanes on Friday evening. Saturday, following
Mass at the Hilton Garden Inn, an evening of food, refreshments and socializing took place
in the Garden Atrium. This is a very complicated activity. | would like to thank Joe Burkhart
who serves as the tournament secretary for his expertise in the USBC rules, and for regis-
tering the tournament etc.. and to the former FCSU Activitiy Director, Suzy Ondrejco who
offered valuable information and assistance in the set up at the lanes. Also, thanks to the
tournament committee, who helps to keep things running smoothly during the tournament.

July 17-19, 2015 the annual Golf Tournament was held in Dubois, PA. Friday evening
in preparation for the event the members were treated to some snacks and refreshments
before the competition began. Saturday evening following Mass, dinner was held at the Best
Western Conference Center. Following Sunday’s round of golf a barbecue was held before
everyone left to go home. Thanks to Pres. Andy Rajec, Paul Ritz (Activity Director Emeritus),
and Gary Matta, FCSU Legal Counsel for supporting the tournament by being sponsors.
Also, thanks to the golf tournament committee who keep watch for winners on holes for
special prizes, or a hole in one, take pictures etc.

This year’s (2015) photo contest had 43 entries in the 12-18 age group, and in the 18+
age group there were 75 entries. The photos were judged by an Art Institute of Pittsburgh
graduate. Letters of congratulations were sent along with checks to all the winners.

The Coloring contest for 2015 was printed in the Jednota paper in November and De-
cember. The results are being published in 2 issues. The letters and prizes will be sent out
shortly.

The dates for the events in 2016 are: bowling tournament-- April 22,23 2016 at Sawmill
Lanes in Columbus, Ohio---golf tournament at Tam O’Shanter in Canton, Ohio July 22-24.

In addition to these activities | have published some articles in the Jednota to advertise
the National tournaments, pictures and results of the tournaments and contests. | also asked
each region/district to join in a challenge and send first aid supplies to an organization that
makes kits to give to handicapped veterans to be used when they travel. The Pittsburgh Dis-
trict collected 4 boxes of items that were sent to the organization and District 4 in New Jersey
donated $250.00 for the project. Thank you to the officers who encouraged their districts to
participate.

In November, a meeting of the Fraternal Activities Committee was held in Donora, PA. The
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committee met to discuss rule changes for the tournaments, possible venues, and ways to
improve attendance at our tournaments.

In September | attended the 50th Anniversary of the Sorrowful Mother Chapel in Washing-
ton DC., the 125th Anniversary celebrations in Cleveland and Pittsburgh. | also continue to
attend and participate in meetings and events held by Br. 2, the Pittsburgh District and other
Slovak community events.

| have given a report about the progress of activities at each board meeting. | have also
prepared a financial report for each event which is sent to Secretary Arendt and the chair of
the auditors as per the by-laws. Twice a year a financial report of the fraternal Activities ac-
count is prepared and given to the internal auditors for their review and audit of the account.

ACTIVITY # of Participants Cost to FCSU
Coloring Contest 2014 144 2651.25
Bowling Tournament 2015 113 2474.93
Golf Tournament 2015 73 3852.03
Photo Contest 2015 118 960.00
SUB_ TOTAL: 9938.21
Picnics: Any region who has a
picnic can get $5/Member re-
imbursement **
Region 3 31 155.00
Region 4 87 435.00
Region 8 84 420.00
SUB TOTAL: 1010.00
Bowling & Golf Leagues
can get $5/ member re-
imbursement™**
Bowling Golf
Akron 9 45.00 | Youngstown 15 75.00
Br.2 35 175.00
Mon Valley 42 210.00
TOTALS: 615.00 75.00 | SUB TOTAL: 690.00
Bowling: Sanction Fees Participates in Nat’l Tournament | DOES NOT participate in Nat’l
Full sanction fee paid Tournament half fee paid
Akron 67.50
Br.2 457.50
Mon Valley 648.00
Toronto 910.00
SUB TOTAL: 2083.00
$25 for each member on a
winning bowling league team
Mon Valley 46.60 | Toronto 125.00 SUB TOTAL: 171.60

TOTAL AMOUNT SPENT ON ACTIVITIES IN 2015: 13,892.81

** Subject to meeting established requirements. For forms or more information contact
me. Rudy. Ondrejco@gmail.com

Thanks to all of you who promote and/or participate in the various activities. As you can
see there are many regions/districts and members who do not take advantage of the fra-
ternal activities we offer. | would like to hear any ideas that any of you might have for other
events.

This past year | have learned many things not only about sports and activities, but as a
member of the Board of Directors | realize how important it is to be knowledgeable about
many other areas of the insurance business. | will continue to learn as much as | can so
that | can make informed decisions as a Board Member. Therefore, | would like to make the
following recommendations:

--That new board members be given a complete and detailed orientation before the first
official board meeting so we can be comfortable with policies and procedures etc.

--That board members be given the opportunity to attend meetings/workshops held by the
state and American Fraternal Alliance organizations, so that we can bring new ideas to our
meetings and organization, and learn about the legal duties and responsibilities of board
members.

--That a committee be formed made up of board members to discuss new ideas for fra-
ternal programs for all ages, ways to increase member involvement, set goals, etc. to be
presented to the whole board for discussion.

The business world has changed over the years and continues to change. Hopefully,
these suggestions will help our Jednota face the challenges that are waiting for us in 2016
and beyond.

Fraternally,

Rudy Ondrejco
National Director of Activities
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Dear Rev. Thomas Nasta, President Andrew Rajec, Executive Officers, and fellow members
of the FCSU Board of Directors:

It was an honor to represent Region 1 on the Board of Directors this past year. My first year
as a Board Member was very productive and fruitful. Firstly, | would like to thank the Executive
Board and all of my fellow board members for their warm welcome, guidance, and support. |
am eager to continue to learn and collaboratively work together to grow our society. | appreciate
the assistance | received from all of the Board members while | assimilated. | am particularly
grateful to everyone for their support and interest in my ideas.

| have performed all the duties required of me as stipulated in the bylaws of the First Catholic
Slovak Union. As part of my duties and responsibilities as a Regional Director, I've attended
all Board of Directors meetings personally or via teleconference, as requested, in addition to
Executive Board meetings on invitation of the president.

I've also attended all of Msgr. John E. Rura’s, District 4 meetings, and liaised telephonically
and in person with the Presidents of each of the districts under Region 1.

Furthermore, I've reached out to all presidents of the branches in my Districts on numerous
occasions making myself available to attend meetings and address their questions, concerns,
or obtain feedback. This was done through an initial written communication and then followed
up telephonically where possible. Lastly, I've attended all Branch 746 meetings.

This past year has certainly been extremely busy and productive due in large part to that fact
that it was the 125th anniversary of our society. | organized various events, activities, and trips
on behalf of FCSU. I've also attended numerous activities that were sponsored by FCSU and
local branches. Additionally, I've attended various events in the NJ/NY/CT area to promote our
great society.

To recap:

+ Joe’s Retirement Party - On Sunday October 12, 2014 I, along with Branch 746, organized
a surprise retirement luncheon celebration at Luciano’s Ristorante for my predecessor, Mr. Jo-
seph Minarovich, Region 1 Director Emeritus, who after many years of dedicated service to the
First Catholic Slovak Union retired at the quadrennial convention in August 2014 in Philadelphia.
The celebration was well attended. Joe was very surprised.

+ Solicitation of new members — | met personally with the Slovak Parish Committee in
Trenton to give them an overview of FCSU and how they could become members. | attended
mass at St. Michal’s and then spent the afternoon with some of the young active members of
the Slovak community at St. Michal's. | distributed information about various FCSU products
and informed the group about upcoming events.

* Christmas Celebration - On January 11th, 2015 | attended Branch 746’s post-Christmas
celebration.

+ What Is Jednota? Campaign — Throughout the course of February | put together a two
page Fact Sheet on FCSU in English and Slovak to better inform the Slovak-American com-
munity about the work of our organization. These Fact Sheets were shared with, and approved
by, the home office with minimal changes. These flyers were mass printed and distributed to
non-members at various Jednota events including the Winery Tour, Shrine event, Seminar, and
Region 1’s 125th Anniversary. In total about 2000 copies were distributed to non-members.

+ District Meeting / Branch 746 Meeting — On March 15th | attended the District 4 meeting
as well as Branch 746 meeting where we discussed upcoming events.

+ 125th Anniversary — Region 1 Proposal — In February, as per the request of the President,
| submitted a detailed proposal to host a Gala Dinner for the 125th anniversary celebration for
Region 1 with an event vision, event planning details, proposed budget, and possible dates. |
also brainstormed with ideas on promotional giveaways, promotional flyers for the 125th cel-
ebrations as well as festivals. | was keen on pushing for having a Jednota mascot!

+ JEP Campaign - From March through April, | launched a campaign to attract young mem-
bers through the JEP initiative. | liaised with Vice President Harcar to obtain additional informa-
tion as to how this was done in the past. My local branch, 746, agreed to pay for 1 year of a JEP
policy for each child from the Slovak school which is linked to our local parish. | coordinated with
the teachers at the Slovak school in Linden, NJ and met with them personally to explain the
campaign, reasons behind our interest in the youth, and the benefits our fraternal organization
offers. | drafted and finalized a letter which was sent home with each of the 60+ kids that attend
the school that outlined the background behind the initiative and outlined dates that parents
could stop in to the school to speak with me about joining. The campaign was successful in
spreading awareness of FCSU, its products, and gaining new members through purchase of
JEP policies.

* Pro Musica — Mangolia Debut in the USA — (April — July) | was approached to help or-
ganize a fundraiser/concert for a children’s group coming from eastern Slovakia (Michalovce
and Sobrance). The group consisted of 40 children ranging in ages 8-16 who came to the US
to be part of a prestigious Chorale Competition, at which they eventually won the 1st Prize,
in Washington, DC. | started working on this project in early April meeting with St. Joseph’s
Club, Slovak-American Cultural Center, Jednota Branch 746, the Slovak Consulate, the pastor,
and many others to see if this would be possible. In the end, 3 organizations took the lead to
co-sponsor the dinner show which took place on July 3rd with approximately 170 people at-
tending. Local families provided accommodations for the performers for the weekend in order
to significantly reduce expenses. As a sponsor, FCSU and Branch 746 were listed on all of the
promotional materials and also presented the group with a donation checks. Non-members
who attended the event received Jednota newspaper copies and a FCSU Fact Sheet. The chil-
dren’s performance was broadcast on Slovak television, TV LUX where 3 members of Branch
746 were interviewed. The choir performed at the first mass of Rev. Jozef Krajnak, PhD, the
new Slovak pastor at Holy Family Church, also a Branch 746 member, who started his ministry
the same weekend.

+ Bango Concert, NYC - | attended a concert at St. John Nepomucene of a Slovak blind
opera singer, Marian Bango. At this event | had the opportunity to engage with members of
Branch 45 and Branch 716.

* Organizing Pilgrims to the Basilica of the National Shrine event —In March | began
sending emails to key members of the Slovak communities in NJ, NY, CT, and PA to save the
date for the FCSU’s commemoration of the 50th anniversary of Our Lady of Sorrows in order to
assure that no other event was being planned for this weekend as there was a Mass organized
yearly by Branch 856 under the leadership of Katherine Nowatkoski. | contacted those involved
in organizing the mass in 2014 to assure that a separate Mass would not be happening the
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same weekend. In June/July | started aggressively promoting the event by handing out flyers
in both Slovak and English to local parishioners, requesting pastors to announce the pilgrimage
at their masses, and organize buses. | am proud to report that 4 buses and several private
vehicles attended from my Region which amounted to approximately 250 people and many
Slovak clergy from our area.

+ Shrine event program — Throughout the course of the summer (June — September) | ac-
tively assisted Fr. Nasta, President Rajec, and Secretary Arendt with preparations for the 50th
Anniversary Mass. | participated in numerous conference calls, coordinated with local pastors,
organized volunteers, promoted the event, worked with 2 organists on suggestions for hymns
and songs for the liturgy for approval by Fr. Nasta, arranged for a choir, coordinated the recita-
tion of the rosary before the mass in both Slovak and English, suggested the rosary with FCSU
logo and website as a giveaway, and put a together the minute by minute agenda for the day. It
was a pleasure assisting the team in making this event a success. Thank you for including me.

+ Historic Television Broadcast — On June 27th | was privileged to be a part of an intimate
mass at the oratory chapel celebrated by Rev. George Torok, Rector of Oratory of St. Filip of
Neri. The Slovak catholic network, TV LUX, comparable to the stature of EWTN, broadcasted
the Mass live to Slovakia for the first time. | was asked to bring up the offertory gifts. | met with
TV LUX producer and directors to brainstorm and obtain feedback on streaming live masses
from the USA to Slovakia. They were interested in partnering with FCSU.

+ 20th Anniversary of Ordination for Fr. Vladimir Chripko - On June 28th | attended a
special Mass in Tappan, NY con-celebrated by all eight oratorians of St. Filip of Neri to celebrate
Fr. George Torok’s 54th anniversary of ordination and Fr. Vladimir Chripko’s 20th anniversary of
priesthood, both members of FCSU. This was an opportunity to meet personally with all of the
oratories to confirm their attendance at Jednota’s Shrine pilgrimage to be hosted in September
in Washington, DC as well as engage them in assisting with the celebration and recruitment of
pilgrims from the Slovak parishes that they serve.

+ Sand Castle Winery Tour - On July 13th | organized a wine tour a Slovak owned winery
in Erwinna, PA. There was a full bus of attendees who were excited to learn about wine, wine
pairing, and sample the harvest. A lunch at the winery was arranged with a stop at local outlets
on the return home. The trip was advertised in the Jednota, at local meetings, to District 4,
and to members of the local parish, Holy Family Church, via advertisement in the bulletin and
distribution of information flyers. By organizing a different type of event, we were able to obtain
a diverse group of attendees ranging in ages 29 — 85. As a special treat, arrangements were
made to have the owner, a Slovak speaker, do the wine tasting presentation. He even sang
for the group. Overall, it was a very successful event which supported a Slovak business and
brought together members as well as non-members. As a direct result, we were able to obtain
new members to join FCSU.

* Region 8’s 125th Anniversary Boat Cruise — The weekend of August 22nd -23rd | attend-
ed the wonderful boat cruise organized by Regional Director, Milos Mitro. The 125th anniver-
sary celebrations started with a celebratory Mass at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Parish in
Mississauga. Afterward, | attended the coffee and cake session to witness firsthand the thriving
parish due in large part because of the support of the local Jednota branch. The cruise on Lake
Ontario was a special treat that allowed us to take in the splendid sights. The Slovak band was
a great addition. | had the opportunity to meet Jednota members from Canada and felt like |
was at home. Thank you to Milos, his wife Anne, and Jednota members for their hospitality and
for organizing such a successful event.

+ Home Office’s 125th Anniversary — The weekend of August 29-30th | attended the 125th
Anniversary celebration in Cleveland Ohio. The event was exceptionally organized with large
attendance. | participated in the Mass as a lecturer and was proud to be able to have the Slo-
vak language included as part of one of the scripture readings. It was a privilege to be invited
and celebrate the momentous occasion with my fellow board members. Congratulations to the
dedicated staff the worked to make the event truly memorable.

* Mass to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the dedication of our Lady of Sorrows
Shrine — On September 12th | participated in the celebratory mass and assisted with logistics
of the day. | am happy to report that there were many Jednota members in attendance from
Region 1 including District 4 and 16 board members, branch presidents, and Region 1 Director
Emeritus Joe Minarovich and his family.

* Memorial Dedication - On September 13, 2015, after the conclusion of the September
board meeting, | attended the Memorial dedication Mass and ceremony on the Jednota Estates
grounds in Middletown, PA. It was a touching dedication to our veterans and deceased mem-
bers.

* Pope Francis — On September 28th along with some members of Branch 746, | attended
the mass of Pope Francis at Madison Square Garden. We were also interviewed by Slovak TV
station, STV, on our views of the Pope and his role in the world. It was an incredibly humbling
experience to see the Pope with my own eyes. It is something | will remember always and
cherish.

* Slovak Festival - On September 30th | was attended the Slovak Festival in Holmdel, NY
where | assisted our Vice President Mr. Harcar and Andrew P. Rajec at the table in distributing
promotional materials, meeting members and non-members, and spreading the word about our
society. Also assisting throughout the day were all three generations of Minarovichs — Joe, Ste-
phen, and Adam. In attendance were approximately 5,000 people from the NJ, NY, CT, and PA
areas. Informational flyer on the upcoming seminar, Jednota newspapers, product information,
and promotional materials were distributed to those attending.

* Reception with Deputy Prime Minister of Foreign & European Affairs of the Slovak
Republic — On October 2nd, | was invited to attend a reception to welcome H.E. Mr. Miroslav
Lajcak to New York. In attendance were leaders in the Slovak community as well as many
young Slovak professionals. | was able to speak briefly with the Minister and tell him about our
society and some of the things we had planned for the year.

+ FCSU Seminar — On October 4th, Vice President Mr. Andrew Harcar and Andrew P. Rajec
conducted a very informative seminar on products offered by FCSU. All those attending, mem-
bers and many non-members, which totaled around 70, were impressed by the professional-
ism and thoroughness of the presentations. | promoted the event by reaching out to the local
branches of District 4, the hosts, and District 16 members, distributing flyers, and requesting
announcements in local Slovak church bulletins. District 4 and 16 combined their seminars in
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order to reduce costs for the organization. These seminars are a great way for people to be
exposed to the products offered by FCSU. | am looking forward to the video presentations that
we can use at meetings and other be able to set up less formal seminars as needed.

+ Installation of Fr. Jozef Krajnak, PhD — On October 18th, Fr. Jozef, a member of Branch
746, was formally installed as the new pastor of Holy Family Church. 1, along with members
of Branch 746 and Branch 45 were present at the installation mass and the formal reception
which followed.

* District 17/Region 3’s 125th Anniversary — On Oct 25th | attended the 125th anniversary
celebration organized by Regional Director Martha Zavada. The Pontifical Mass celebrated at
St. Peter's Cathedral, Scranton, PA was truly a memorable. The celebration lunch/dinner was
wonderfully organized and great fun. We even sang Slovak songs together. It was a wonderful
day celebrating with Jednota members.

+ Slovak Young Professionals Networking event — On November 21st, | attended an event
organized by the Slovak Ambassador to the U.S. and the Consulate of the Slovak Republic in
New York. The topics of discussion were focused on: Science & Research, Philanthropy, and
Entrepreneurship. | was eager to meet new young faces and network with a broader audience
of potential members.

+ Christmas Show Trip — On November 21st, Branch 746, organized a matinee at the Hunt-
erdon Hills Playhouse for a showing of “A Playhouse Christmas Musical 2015.” Both members
and non-members were in attendance and enjoyed the show.

* Installation of Fr. Chripko — On November 22nd | attended the installation Mass of Fr.
Vladimir Chripko, members of Branch 746, as pastor of St. Paul — St. Ann in Nyack, New York.

+ Office of Slovaks Living Abroad (USZZ) - In November | was approached by the Consul
General in NY to assist in making arrangements for Dr. Jan Varso to meet with Slovak orga-
nizations’ leadership during his first trip to the United States as Director of USZZ. | facilitated
the contact between our main office and the Consul General. Dr. Varso visted Ohio in early
December.

+ Christmas Party — On December 20th Branch 746 celebrated the Christmas season. Plans
for 2016 events were discussed at the meeting, along with voting of the new branch executive
board.

+ Slovak Ball — On January 30th the Slovak-American Cultural Center hosted its 23rd An-
nual Slovak Ball in Garfield, NJ. In attendance were approximately 300 people and all of the
Slovak diplomatic community. About twenty Jednota members from various branches were in
attendance to support the event.

| am most excited to report on Region 1's 125th Anniversary Gala Dinner and Celebratory
Mass. Articles in both Slovak and English along with photos of the event were published in the
December 9th issue of the Jednota. Please refer to those articles for more detailed information.

+ On November 7th, Region 1 celebrated the 125th anniversary of FCSU Dinner Gala
and the 100th anniversary of the death of Fr. Furdek celebratory Mass. | began the plan-
ning of this event in the beginning of 2015 and worked to secure the venue, catering, organized
the mass, invitations, decorations, preparation of the mass program, Gala Dinner program, and
advertising/publicity for this event. My goal was to engage the Branch presidents in the prepara-
tions and advertising for the event. To this end, | wrote appeals to each of the District & Branch
presidents and secretaries to encourage their members to attend this special anniversary event.
Publicity was done through distribution of flyers, mailing of formal invitations, ads in the Jednota,
Facebook postings, emails sent to all members of Region 1 by the main office, and personal
emails to various distribution lists.

Region 1's 125th anniversary celebration was hosted by Branch 746 in collaboration with
Branch 19 - St. Joseph Society of Bridgeport, CT, Branch 240 - St. John the Baptist Society of
Raritan, NJ, Branch 45 - St. Matthew the Evangelist Society of New York City, NY, and Branch
716 - St. Stephen the Martyr Society of New York, NY. | was especially pleased to have other
branches engaged in this event.

The celebrations commenced with a Mass that was held at Holy Family Church in Linden,
where the National Chaplain, Fr. Thomas Nasta was the main celebrant of the bilingual liturgy.
Concelebrants included Rev. Jozef Krajnak, PhD and Slovak priests from the Oratory of St. Filip
Neri-- Rev.Vladimir Chripko, Rev. Martin Kertys, and Rev. Roman Palecko. Members of branch
240, 746, 45, and 716 participated in various parts of the Mass. Mr. John Budis of Branch 746
served as the Director of Liturgy and was the organist for the Mass with members of Branch
746 singing in the choir. The celebratory liturgy was followed by a gala dinner at Msgr. Komar
Hall which commenced with a cocktail hour featuring traditional Slovak food such as holupky
and segedinsky gula$. The event sold out with those attending totalling over 250 people and
reaching the capacity of the venue.

The rich program commenced with singing of the national anthems. The invocation was
offered by Rev. Jozef Krajnak, PhD pastor of Holy Family Church which was built by Slovak-
Americans in 1955. During the Gala Branch 746 rededicated to the church the restored 93 year
old incorporation document of the First Catholic Slovak Union Branch 746 which was found
in the garage of the church rectory. This was an especially symbolic moment. Among those
present included honored guests Consul General of the Slovak Republic in New York, Ms. Jana
Trnovcova, who offered the toast; acclaimed Broadway star Ms. Luba Mason who performed
"Materinsk& moja re¢" (Motherland); children from Slovenské centrum deti Lipka who performed
in Slovak; and members of the Executive Board and Board of Directors of FCSU. President
Andrew M. Rajec’s keynote address highlighted the on-going work of Jednota and the changing
atmosphere the Society faces as we transition into the 21st century.

The Dinner Gala wouldn't have been complete without a three-tiered cake with the Jednota
logo and delectable homemade Slovak pastries! The Home Office was presented with an origi-
nal acrylic painting donated by young artist Pavol Olsavsky Ill of Fr. Stefan Furdek. Dancing
was key to the success of this event and hence the band played until 1am!

| would like to express my sincere appreciation to all those that attended and came to sup-
port the evening especially President Andrew M. Rajec and his wife |dka; Executive Secretary
Kenneth A. Arendt and his wife Theresa; National Chaplain Rev. Thomas A. Nasta; Chairman
of Auditors Karen Hunka; Region 1 Director Emeritus Joe Minarovich and wife Lillian; Region 2
Director Damian Nasta and his wife Peggy; Region 3 Director Martha Zavada Wojcik and her
son; Region 8 Director Milos Mitro and his wife Anne; Supreme Court Member James Bench
and his wife Kay; Supreme Court member and FCSU Director of Independent Agents Andrew P.
Rajec; and Slovak Editor of Jednota Anna Sutherland and her husband Anthony.

All of the members had an extraordinary time and were extremely impressed by the caliber
of the event and the ability to celebrate together such a momentous occasion in our history as
a successful society. This would not be possible without the assistance of the home office for
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which | am deeply appreciative.

| also want to highlight and thank the people who helped me make this event a success. Spe-
cial thanks is due to: Mrs. Emilia Filak for all her assistance in helping to organize the details of
the event, Mr. and Mrs. Chomas for their assistance in arranging the bar and assisting with the
set up/clean up, Mrs. Anna Balas and Mrs. Anna Korcak for taking reservations for tickets, and
Fr. Jozef Krajnak and Mr. John Budis for their assistance in coordinating the celebratory mass.

During this extremely busy year filled with various joyous events and activities, | also sadly
report that | attended several funerals of local branch members.

Throughout the year I've submitted various articles and photos to publicize Region 1’s activi-
ties. | would like to thank personally Teresa Ivanec and Anna Sutherland for all their assistance
in putting together our Jednota newspaper. | am always proud to distribute copies to non-
members so they can familiarize themselves with our society. Having the newspaper in both
English and Slovak is a wonderful representation of how the organization has maintained its
roots and continues to embrace and promote the Slovak language.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the home office staff for their support, encourage-
ment, and administrative assistance. They were a wonderful resource throughout the year and
| am grateful to them for all their hard work.

Lastly, | want to sincerely thank all the members of Region 1 for their support. | look forward
to working with all of the members of the Executive Board and Board of Directors to furthering
the success of our society and increasing membership and participation.

Respectfully submitted,

Sabina Sabados
Region 1 Director

2015 Annual Report of Region 2 Director

Rev. Thomas Nasta, President Andrew Rajec, and fellow members of the FCSU Board of
Directors:

It has once again been a privilege and an honor to serve as the Regional Director for Region
2.

In this past year, | performed all duties required of me as stipulated by the bylaws. I've at-
tended all Board of Directors meetings which were held in Independence, OH, and Hyattsville,
MD, and the quarterly board meetings either in person or over the phone as a teleconference.
In May 2015, | also attended via teleconference the monthly Executive Committee meeting that
was held in Pittsburgh, PA, at the invitation of the President. | attended both of the district meet-
ings that my region held in Philadelphia, PA, and Egypt, PA, where | updated the delegates with
information learned at the board meetings.

In May 2015 | attended and participated at the FCSU bowling tournament in Erie, PA. In
July 2015 | attended Slovak Day in Kennywood Park in West Mifflin, PA, and then participated
in FCSU golf tournament in DuBoise, PA. | look forward to attending these events again in
2016. On the weekend of September 12-13, 2015, my wife and | attended the 50th Anniver-
sary celebration of the Chapel of the Seven Sorrows at the Basilica of the National Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC, and the dedication of the Jednota Memorial
in Middletown, PA. | also attended regional 125th Anniversary celebration in Region 1 (New
Jersey) and Region 3 (Scranton, PA).

As always, | continue to keep my branches informed through my reports at the district meet-
ings and will continue to do so in the future.

Fraternally,

Damian D. Nasta
Region 2 Director

2015 Annual Report of Region 4 Director

Dear Rev. Thomas Nasta, President Andrew Rajec, Executive Officers and fellow members
of the FCSU Board of Directors,

This past year I've attended all board meetings by personal attendance or teleconference
including the September board meeting in Hyattsville, MD. The Executive Board Meeting was
attended by teleconference held on July 24th, 2015 at the request of the president.

On March 8th, June 14th and November 8th, 2015, | attended the Frank T. Holly, Jr. District
(#9) meetings. On April 25th and September 26th, 2015, | attended the George Onda District
(#3) meeting, April 19th, 2015, the Msgr. Andrew Hlinka District (#12) meeting and on April 26th
and October 25th the Monsignor Martvon District (#7) meeting.

| attended the Slovak mass in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington D.C and the rededication of the Mother of Sorrows chapel and then visited
the Slovak Embassy and met the Ambassador, Peter Kmec. | was also instrumental in getting a
bus from our region with about 50 people to attend the above activities. The next day, | traveled
to Middletown, PA to attend the memorial dedication. | was also present for the membership
meet held on the Carnival Liberty Cruise ship which sailed the southern Caribbean from Novem-
ber 15th to the 22nd, 2015.

Over the past year | was present at all four meetings of the St. Wendelin Branch 162 on
March 8th, June 14th, Sept. 20th and Dec. 6th, 2015.

| attended the bowling tournament on May 2-3, 2015 in Erie, PAand on May 22nd, | attended
the Jednota Properties, Inc. meeting where | served as President. On October 11, | attended
the Slovak Radio Hour Fund Raiser held at the Westwood Golf Club in West Mifflin, PA.

My wife, Patty, and | attended a Vilija Dinner on December 6th, 2015 in Greensburg, PAwhich
was sponsored by the George Onda District.

During the past year, | was involved with the Jednota Estates property appraisal, the mapping
and selling of the right of ways for the pipeline companies, as well as selling some of the timber
on the property.

The society celebrated its 125th anniversary and | attended the affairs held in Pittsburgh on
June 7th, and Cleveland on August 29th.

It is reported with sadness that | attended the Jennifer Jordon funeral home in White Oak, PA
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where our brother and former national treasurer, George Matta, was viewed. May God bless
and watch over his wife, Florence, and the whole Matta family.

| want to thank all fraternal members for their hospitality where both my wife and | were gra-
ciously welcomed at all meetings and events. | look forward to seeing everyone again at the
various branch and district meetings and all activities at the national level in the upcoming year.
It truly is an honor to serve as your regional director.

Respectfully submitted,

James R. Marmol, Regional Director, Region IV

2015 Annual Report of Region 5 Director

Fellow officers and members,
| ask you to accept this as my yearly report. | attended meetings for Pittsburgh district (Okres)
and Msgr. Tiso District (Okres). | represented the Jednota at various lodge meetings in my
districts. Some of these events include Slovak Day, The Annual Radio Dance for the Pittsburgh
radio program. | also represented the Jednota at the bowling and golf tournaments, as both a
participant and a worker.
| attended all board of director meetings, and sold policies and annuities to old and new
members. | also planned and executed the Pittsburgh District's 125th Anniversary Celebration
of the F.C.S.U. There were some 150 people in attendance for this occasion as we as Supreme
Officers of the F.C.S.U. There are close to 40 active lodges in the Pittsburgh District and all par-
ticipated in one way or another. There are 4 active lodges within the Tiso District. | have helped
in the merging of some of the lodges within my district to ensure that all lodges would have some
type of active representation at meetings.
That is all I have to report on the district, thank you and fraternally yours,
Michael E Lako
Region 5 Director

2015 Annual Report of Region 6 Director

Rev. Thomas Nasta, President Rajec, and Fellow Board Members:

Since our last annual meeting, | have attended all meetings as Regional Director. | also
attended the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the chapel of Our Mother of Sorrows in the
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC which was held
on September 12, 2015 in conjunction with the Slovak Catholic Federation Pilgrimage.

| worked at the annual Slovak/Jednota Day Picnic. | work with Joe Scavina selling our insur-
ance.

| attended our District Seminar which was very well attended. | would like to compliment
Andy Rajec, Director of Independent Agents, for conducting a very professional and informative
seminar. This seminar was the very best in my 20 years on the Board.

Respectfully,

Henry Hassay
Region 6 Director

2015 Annual Report of Region 7 Director

Mr. President, Executive Committee, and Fellow Board Members:

The year 2015 was busy year for me with attendance at FCSU Region 7 meetings in Wiscon-
sin, lllinois, Indiana, and Michigan as well at national meetings in Ohio and Washington D.C.
Important events in 2015 were celebrating the 125th anniversary the First Catholic Slovak Union
and the 50th anniversary of the Slovak Chapel in the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington D.C. Visitors to the Slovak chapel claim it is the most attractive in the Shrine. Next,
all enjoyed a visit to a reception at the Slovak Embassy in Washington D.C.

The Chicago area's 125th FCSU celebration was held at the Garden Chalet in Worth, IL.
Attendees from several FCSU branches attended and enjoyed lunch with a presentation about
the history of the FCSU. Everyone at the celebration received a rosary and an engraved cham-
pagne flute keepsake for the FCSU 125th.

This was followed by a visit to Holy Hill Wisconsin to partake in the 100th anniversary of the
Slovak Pilgrimages to Basilica of Holy Hill in Hubertus, WI.

I look forward to a busy 2016 for the FCSU.

Respectfully,

Rudy Bernath
Region 7 Director

2015 Annual Report of Region 8 Director

Mr. President, Executive Committee and Fellow Board Members,

This is my report for the Year 2015. It has been a privilege and honor to serve as the Regional
Director for Region 8.

In 2015,

* | have performed all duties required of me as stipulated in the bylaws of the FCSU.

* | have attended the annual Board of Directors meeting In March 2015 at the Head Office.
Then | attended the Semi annual meeting which was held in Washington DC in conjunction with
the celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Dedication by the First Catholic Slovak Union,
the Chapel of “Our Lady of Sorrows” located inside the National Basilica in Washington DC.

+ | also participated in both quarterly teleconference meetings.

* | have also attended the local annual meetings of Okres Msgr. Michael Shuba District and
Branch # 785, as well as their semi annual meetings.

* Personally | participated in fraternal activities of the Jednota by taking part in the Interna-
tional Bowling Tournament which was held in Erie PA in May 2015 and also attended our golf
tournament in July that was held at Treasure Lakes.

« For our local fraternal activities | assisted and participated in our annual summer Regional

continued on page 8
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2015 Annual Report of Region 8 Director

continued from page 7

Picnic held in June 2015 in Mississauga Ontario which was well attended by our members and
guests. We were very privileged to have with us the National President Mr. Andrew Rajec and
his wife Idka as well as the Executive Secretary Ken Arendt and his wife Theresa.

+ Organized with the help of Okres President Mike Kapitan and Branch 785 President Milan
Zoldak a boat cruise on Lake Ontario in celebration of Jednota 125th Anniversary Celebration
which was well attended by members and guests as well as special guests from Head office and
a few Regional Directors. The Mass before was celebrated by Jednota Chaplain Father Thomas
Nasta at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Slovak Church in Mississauga, ON, Canada

« | participated in our Annual Local Golf Tournament of Jednota. This was held in September
2015 at Deerfield Golf Club. This event was also well attended with members and guests.

+ | assisted and enjoyed the Casino Rama bus trips, which were organized by Jednota Branch
785 member Emil Jursa.

+ Also | attended funeral services of our deceased members in Mississauga Ontario.

Respectfully submitted

Milos Mitro
Region 8 Director

2015 Annual Report of President and
Property Manager, Jednota Properties, Inc.

Dear Rev. Thomas Nasta, President Andrew Rajec, Executive Officers, Members of the
FCSU Board of Directors, Officers of Jednota, Inc. and Jednota Properties, Inc.,

This is my first full year report. Since my last report, | entered into a contract with Perfor-
mance Services, Inc. for window cleaning for 2015 and have renewed the contract for 2016.
| attended and chaired the meeting for Jednota Properties, Inc. on May 22, 2015. On May
29 and 30 | visited the property, took photos and prepared a short report that | shared with
the home office and fellow board members by way of email.

In June, | contracted with Centimark to clean the roof drains and to review the roof system
so that a maintenance and management program could be started. The parking lot was
sealed and painted on June 19 and all the building windows were cleaned on June 22, 2015.
| also attended a teleconference meeting on June 25 concerning the new lease for Xerox.
After back and forth negotiations, on Aug. 17th the Xerox lease was signed for a period of
two years with two (2) one year extension options. While attending the memorial dedication
on Sept. 13, | observed the building and grounds.

Jim Eppley of American Airlines (formerly U.S. Airways and Piedmont Airlines), sent an
email concerning two rooftop units that needed replaced. After investigating his issues and
concerns, we discovered from a report by Enginuity, that heat exchangers were deteriorated
and could cause carbon monoxide to escape into the lease space. Quick action was taken
and | hired Enginuity on 12-14-15 to replace the two rooftop units. | will provide a proactive
stance and be ready to replace the remaining 9 units over the next couple of years, but on
an as needed basis. There has since been an additional unit go bad that serves the Server
Room for the airline company. The unit has been ordered and is in the hands of the contrac-
tor waiting to be installed.

The winter was relatively mild until the 30 inches of snow fell the weekend of Jan. 22 and
23, 2016. Steve Nease had contracted C.D. Glace to help with the snow removal around
the building and parking lot. | approved Centimark to remove the snow from the roof. Centi-
mark also removed the snow from the roof of building #1. It was discussed with the F.C.S.U.
president to consider hiring additional outside help when large amounts of snow falls in the
area. This past amount was difficult to manage by a single person and our equipment is old
and needed repaired after the snow removal. | will make it a part of my inspection to review
the equipment upon my next visit this summer.

The “Extended Forbearance Agreement Number 4” was executed which renegotiates the
mortgage and payments.

Various other maintenance issues were addressed such as grading problems, water get-
ting into the building, water ponding at the loading dock of Xerox, replacement of worn doors
and the trash screen on the Piedmont Airlines space, removal of dead shrubs, replacement
of shrubs and the constant cutting of the grass, weeding, fertilizing and trimming of the
landscaping.

The next Jednota Properties, Inc. board meeting is scheduled in May, 2016. The lease will
expire for U.S. Airways on December 31, 2016. Therefore, it is anticipated that negotiations
will start around mid-year.

An appraisal of the entire property was performed by Industrial Appraisal Company in
September, 2015. In the appraisal, it was noted that the 5.4 Acres and building #2 was
appraised at a value of $5,530,000 while the remaining 292 acres and building #1 was
appraised at a value of $6,130,000. The total appraised value of Jednota Estates was
$11,660,000.

I look forward to continue in my position over the next year and will continue to maintain
our Building #2 and property in a professional manner.

Respectfully submitted,

James R. Marmol
President and Property Manager
Jednota Properties, Inc.

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2016

2015 Annual Report of the National Auditors

The Internal Audit Team conducted audits of different processes of the First Catho-
lic Slovak Union for the period January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015. The Audit
Team was provided with all information necessary to conduct each reviews. The au-
dits were performed in accordance with the bylaws of the First Catholic Slovak Union
of the United States and Canada, effective January 1, 2015.

THE AUDIT PURPOSE/OBJECTIVES INCLUDED, BUT WERE NOT LIMITED TO THE
FOLLOWING:

* Review expense vouchers submitted.

* Ensure expense vouchers:
+ contain required and relevant documentation
* calculations are correct
* approvals are obtained
* checks are properly issued and documented
+ Test death claims processed.
* Ensure death claims:
+ contain required and relevant documentation
« are processed correctly according to FCSU
* checks are properly issued and documented
* Test payroll and personnel procedures.
* Ensure payroll and personnel:
* procedures are in place and functioning properly
« calculations of earning, special payments, benefits, taxes and
voluntary/involuntary deductions are accurate complete and timely
* transactions are accurately reflected in the accounting system
+ Test branch stipend processing.
* Ensure stipend requests:
+ contain required and relevant documentation:
* Annual report
* Financial report
* verify at least 2 published announcements including one for
election of officers
* submitted by February 15
* contract(s) obtained
+ Test annuities application process.
* Ensure the annuity:
* application contains required documentation
* recommender receives appropriate points
« interest is calculated correctly according to the contract
+ Test bank reconciliation process.
* Ensure bank reconciliations:
+ are performed in a timely manner
+ verify cleared and outstanding checks
+ account for deposits , transfers , withdrawals and bank fees
+ are reconciled to the accounting system
+ Test certificate loan process
* Ensure certificate loans:
« contain proper approvals and signatures
* invoices are mailed in a timely manner
« interest is calculated properly
* Review corporate credit card procedures
* Verify proper internal controls are being utilized to ensure:
* relevant documentation present
+ approval follows designated chain of authority
+ mathematical calculations are correct
* Review outside agent payment process
* Verify outside agent payments:
* are in accordance with contract on file
+ are issued only if certificates and licenses are current
* are approved by appropriate personnel

METHODOLOGY

Audit procedure programs, written by the audit team, were used throughout the year to
evaluate the key operations of the specific areas audited. Discussion with management and
staff, observations, and analytical testing was performed. Results and recommendations
were presented to the President and Executive Secretary prior to ending the audit.

OVERALL EVALUATION:

Based on our review there are no indications of irregularities or abuse for the period
January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015. Our evaluations indicate that processes and
controls are in place which provide assurance of an efficient and effective operation. Itis our
opinion that the Home Office operates with high standards.

Respectfully submitted,

Karen M. Hunka—-Chairman
Raymond G. Lako

John J. Leskovyansky, Jr.
Leonard Zilko

The First Catholic Slovak Union is now accepting VISA, Mastercard and Discover credit cards as newspaper

subscription payments. Contact the Home Office for details: 1-800-JEDNOTA or fesu@aol.com.
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Spring Slovak Sports Roundup

Tichomir Miko

Sagan Wins Two in a Row

After several very close second place finishes, Sagan
finally hit his stride and won two difficult Spring Classic
races in a row.

The Slovak cyclist, wearing the rainbow color jersey of
the World Cycling Champion, captured a hard-fought vic-
tory at the 243 km Gent-Wevelgem race in Belgium on
Sunday, March 27, 2016, after out-sprinting a strong four-
man breakaway that finished ahead of the main peloton.

The Zilina native won the dash to the finish in the last
hundred yards by catching Sep Vanmarcke of Belgium,
Viacheslav Kuznetsov of Russia and Fabian Cancellara
of Switzerland. Sagan was delighted with his victory after finishing second several times this
season; he dedicated his win to his father-in-law. “I'm very happy | finally won in this rainbow
jersey,” he said before climbing on the top step of the winner’s podium. “This is my second
win at Gent-Wevelgem and this is for the father of my love because he’s having a hard time.”

A week later, on April 4, 2016, at the 255 km Bruges to Oudenaarde race in Belgium,
Sagan crossed the finish line a full 25 seconds ahead of his closest rival, former world cham-
pion Fabian Cancellara. He celebrated with his trademark “wheelie”, saluting his many fans.

“| feel very good, I'm very happy. It was a super hard race from start to finish — always
full gas,” said Sagan. “We have to think about the two guys who died last week,” he added,
referring to the deaths of fellow riders Antoine Demoitié and Daan Myngheer, who were both
remembered earlier in the day. “It's very sad. | want to dedicate this to them. Also to [team-
mate] Maciej Bodnar, who crashed in training. He was very unlucky and | want to wish him
a good recovery.”

The next big event awaiting Sagan is the one day Paris—-Roubaix race. Famous for rough
terrain and cobblestones, it is one of the 'Monuments' or classics of the European calendar,
and contributes points towards the UCI World Ranking, which Sagan now leads. It has been
called the Hell of the North, a Sunday in Hell (also the title of a film about the 1976 race), the
Queen of the Classics or la Pascale: the Easter race. The terrain has led to the development
of specialised frames, wheels and tires. Punctures and other mechanical problems are com-
mon and often influence the result.

When asked about the upcoming event, the tired winner replied, ““Next week | will think
about next week, not now.”

Slovakia’s Soccer Player of the Year

Marek Hamsik was named 2015 Slovak Footballer of
the Slovak Republic. Martin Skrtel was the runner up while
Juraj Kucka was third.
The Banska Bystrica native who plays for SSC Napoli
of the Italian Serie A League, won the Jan Popluhar award
for a record-breaking fifth time. He also won it in 2009,
2010, 2013, and 2014. Martin Skrtel, his closest rival has
won the award four times - 2007, 2008, 2011, and 2012.
2015 was a successful year for the Slovak national
team. The peak was qualifying for the European Champi-
onships in France. | believe there will be as much excite-
ment as when Slovaks participated in the World Cup Finals in South Africa in 2010. We are
a strong team, we have it together, we will give the fans something to cheer about again,”
said the 28 year old midfielder as he accepted the award.
Jan Popluhar after whom the award is named, is considered to be the greatest Slovak
football player of the 20th century; he died on March 6, 2011, at age 75.

Cibulkova Wins Katowice Open

Dominika Cibulkova captured her first WTA final since
2014 at the Katowice Open, taking out three-time finalist ‘
Camila Giorgi of Italy, 6-4, 6-0. >

In the finals on Sunday, April 10, 2016, the Slovak took
a quick a 4-0 lead in the opening set. She double faulted
at 5-2 to waste a set point, allowing Giorgi to briefly come
back after another double fault before serving the set out
at 5-4. The second set was Cibulkova’s all the way.

This is the Bratislava native’s fifth WTA title. She won
in Moscow in 2011, Carlsbad and Stanford USA in 2012
and 2013 respectively, and Acapulco in 2014. She nar-
rowly missed winning the Mexican Open, losing to Sloane
Stephens of the USA earlier in this year.

Cibulkova missed five months of 2015 following surgery on her Achilles tendon. A former
World No.10, Cibulkova saw her ranking fall as low as No.62, but Sunday's title returns her
back into the Top 40. The fiery Slovak was forced to miss five months of 2015 after having
surgery on her Achilles. After a long convalescence the climb back up the ladder has proven
to be arduous, with several setbacks but the feisty Slovak has persisted and her determina-
tion is beginning to pay off as she is now recapturing her former playing level.

In her victory speech, Cibulkova thanked the city of Karowice for creating a friendly atmo-
sphere at the event. "l was really surprised playing for the first time in Poland, it feels like
home. | really appreciate it, so thank you." Cibulkova finished her speech dedicating the win
to her team, particularly her father, who was celebrating his birthday on Sunday. "l think this
is the best gift!”
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The Rev. Dr. Micah E. Kozoil Celebrates

his 40th Anniversary as a Priest

The Rev. Dr. Micah E. Kozoil will be celebrating his 40th
Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood on May 22nd at
Saint Aloysius Parish in Dunbar where he presently serves
as the Pastor.

Father Micah, the son of Susan F. (Lacey) Kozoil and
Charles J. Kozoil was a member of the Slovak church of
Saint Michael Archangel in Munhall, Pennsylvania. After
graduation from high school he went to Reno, Nevada
where he served as a teaching Brother for seven years. He
then returned home and became a member of Saint Vin-
cent Archabbey in Latrobe, Pennsylvania where he served
for 22 years. While a member of the Archabbey Father
finished his undergraduate work earning a B.A. degree in Philosophy and attended Saint
Vincent Seminary where he earned a M.Div. degree. Father Micah professed vows at
Saint Vincent and was ordained from the Archabbey on May 22 of 1976.

He was then sent to Columbia University in New York City where he earned a Masters
and a Doctorate degrees in Mathematical Education. He then returned to the college
where he continued teaching in the Department of Mathematics. He also taught Robotics
in the Department of Physics when Rev. Cecil Detrich passed away unexpectedly. Father
Micah also taught Computer Science at the college where he instructed students in Basic,
Fortran, and Paschal computer languages.

Father Micah was raised to the rank of Associate Professor of Mathematics in the col-
lege. He also served on the Council of Seniors in the Archabbey, and as a member of the
Board of Incorporators in the college. Father was also elected as President of the Faculty
Council of the College for several terms.

Father Micah wishing to serve in the parishes of the Diocese of Greensburg, incardi-
nated [became a member of] the Diocese of Greensburg in 1991 and served his internship
for incardination at Saint Margaret Mary Parish in Lower Burrell. Bishop Bosco appointed
Father as the First Pastor of the Church of the Resurrection (a parish resulting from the
closure of 8 parishes and 2 missions and was made one parish with 5 worship sites) in
Northern Indiana County where he served for eight years.

Bishop Bosco then appointed him as Pastor of Saint Mary (Nativity) Parish in Union-
town. At one time Saint Mary Parish was the largest Slovak Parish in southwestern Penn-
sylvania.

Having served there for eight years Father was appointed as Pastor of The Historic
Church of St. Peter in Brownsville. Because of problems with his legs Father Micah asked
to be moved and was appointed by Bishop Brandt as the Pastor of Saint Aloysius Church
in Dunbar where he continues as Pastor up to the present time.

Father Micah was raised by his Grandmother, Mrs. Mary Lacey as a member of Saint
Michael Archangel Church in Munhall, Pennsylvania. Father has only one sister who
passed away in February of last year.

Father’s family did not speak English in the home, only Slovak, and Father learned the
Slovak Language at the knees of his Baba and learned it quite well having preached in
Slovak on several occasions including his Grandmother’s funeral. Our congratulations
to Father Micah on his Anniversary. “Ad multos annos.” Father is a member of the First
Catholic Slovak Union, Branch 162 in Uniontown, PA.

Join Us for Our 12th Consular Tour
of Slovakia and its Neighbors

August 28 - September 10, 2016

Slovak Honorary Consul Joe Senko and his
Slovak born wife, Albina, have assembled a
deluxe tour of Slovakia which includes history-
rich cites of Bratislava, Sastin, Skalica, Trencin,
Bojnice, Rajecké Teplice, Ciémany, High Tatras,

Zdiar, Stara Lubovia, Kosice, Bardejov and

PreSov.

As you travel through the various regions of Slovakia, arrangements can be made for
you to visit relatives or family towns and villages for an additional cost. These are just
some of the highlights of our tour.

What makes this tour unique is that it includes a tour of the DobSinska Ice Cave, a tour
of two castles, a mock wedding, two wine tastings, rafting between Slovakia and Poland,
spa treatments, and a welcome reception with the Mayor of PreSov.

At no extra cost, Joe and Albina have included a tour of Vienna and Poland.

While in Poland we will visit the famous shrine of Czestochowa, Zakopane, and Krakow,
including tours of Auschwitz and the Wieliczka salt mine.

The tour includes airfare from Pittsburgh or Newark, two delicious meals daily, four-star
hotels, air-conditioned bus, and a professional guide and more. At $3899, this is the low-
est price of any deluxe tour to Slovakia. For a detailed daily itinerary, contact Joe Senko
at jtsenko@aol.com or 412-956-6000.

- Submitted by Joseph Senko, Slovak Honorary
Consul and Branch 254 Member
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Slovakia Magazine

Helene Cincebeaux, Branch 278

It's the 30th Birthday celebration for "Slovakia" mag-
azine published by the Slovak Heritage & Folklore So-
ciety International.

Helene Cincebeaux, Editor of "Slovakia" and Direc-
tor of the Society, noted that 119 issues have been pub-
lished since the founding in 1987.

"It all began when I'd come home from Slovakia and
there was no one to talk to about the place | loved so
much... Rochester NY was not an ethnic hotbed! So |
sent a 4 page newsletter to Slovak friends around the
country and we got our first few members and soon it
just took off."

"From the beginning people loved "Slovakia" as it
was one of the few places to find just Slovakia when the
country was still Czechoslovakia."

"Members contributed memories, photos and family
histories. This led to the Slovak Pride Data Base with
some 30,000 surnames and villages...you can find it Helene Cincebeaux wearing a
on line at www.ourSlovakia.com or www.SlovakPride. wedding headdress from the
homestead.com. It's helped unite and re-unite so many Tekov region.
long-lost families in Slovakia and even the US."

Helene has authored four books about Slovakia: "Treasures of Slovakia"; "Slovak Pride;"
"Slovakia! Traditions Old & New"; and "A Treasury of Slovak Folk Dress. She has had nu-
merous exhibits of folk dress in museums in 16 states and exhibits of images from Slovakia
in 7 countries including castles in Italy.

The 12 page quarterly "Slovakia" provides and shares information on Slovak heritage
from history to culture - music, folk art, folk dress, customs, crafts and genealogy.

Some 1200 members in the US, Canada and several foreign countries enjoy the articles
and the colorful illustrations and works of art celebrating Slovakia!

The latest issue will be mailed to anyone who sends in 70 cents in stamps for postage.
Send to Helene Cincebeaux, 151 Colebrook Dr, Rochester NY 14617. For more info e-mail
Helene at helenezx@aol.com.

On a final note, | have led 75 trips to Slovakia and its neighbors and found long-lost family
for 98 percent of tour-goers with roots in Slovakia. Our Treasures of Slovakia tour is set for
July 7-17,2016. Contact Helene for day-by-day itineraries and other info — helenezx@aol.
com or call 585 342-9383 or write her at 151 Colebrook Dr, Rochester NY 14617.

The cover of
the recent
Spring 2016
issue of
Slovakia
depicting a
wedding in
Zdiar.
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LIGHT ONE CANDLE

Jerry Costello for The Christophers

A Paralyzed Priest’s Heroic Virtue

Can a quadriplegic man be ordained a priest in the Catholic Church? Further, can the Church con-
sider his cause for canonization?

The answer—somewhat surprisingly, perhaps—is “yes” on both counts. And you need look no
further than an Augustinian named Father Bill Atkinson—now known formally as Father William E.
Atkinson, OSA, Servant of God—to make the point. Father Bill's is quite the story, and it could do with
a bit of retelling here.

The story has a quiet beginning. Bill Atkinson was born in Philadelphia on January 27, 1946; his
parents would have six other children. After grammar school in Upper Darby, where he grew up, he
enrolled in Msgr. Bonner High School, Drexel Hill, graduating in 1963. Then he became an Augustin-
ian, entering the order as a novice in 1964.

It was during his novice year that Bill had the tobogganing accident in New York State that would
change his life. Hospitalized and near death, he eventually was stabilized but had to spend a year in
rehabilitation in Philadelphia. The accident had left him a quadriplegic; the injuries to his spine meant
he would be paralyzed in all four limbs. And he would spend his life in a wheelchair.

No matter; his Augustinian brothers rallied round. Year after year they saw to it that he went through
all the preparation for the priesthood, and he was ordained by Cardinal John Krol (then Archbishop
of Philadelphia) in 1974, nine years after his tobogganing accident. He celebrated his first Mass at
Villanova University.

Then began 30 years at his alma mater, Msgr. Bonner High School. He was much more than a
teacher there. He taught theology, true, but he was also assistant school chaplain; the senior class
retreat coordinator, and moderator of the football team—all from his motorized wheelchair.

One day some years later a student heard him say “Half in and half out.” He explained: “Today is my
38th birthday. | have now spent half my life in this wheelchair and half out of it.”

Students loved his warm and slightly offbeat sense of humor—except in the classroom. There he
was known as a strict disciplinarian, and had a reputation as an encouraging moderator and a com-
passionate confessor.

Father Bill spent the last two years of his life in a nursing home, always buoyed by the presence of
his fellow Augustinians. They were with him when he died too, on a Friday afternoon in 2006 at the
age of 60. His funeral was held at Villanova.

That's pretty much all there is to it—except that in 2014 some invited guests got together to discuss
his life. They were there to answer to the challenge of a visitor from Rome: “Convince me that Father
Bill lived a life of heroic virtue. Persuade me that he is a saint.” And one by one they told him stories:
of Father Bill's character, his fidelity, his ministry, his humor, his humility. By evening’s end, his cause
was under way.

Father Bill wrote little poems, too; always touching on his fate. Here are the first and final stanzas
of “The Strength of Others”: “How'd you do it?’ people would say; / So confining, day after day. / Hav-
ing others around for constant care; / Ever wonder if life’s unfair?.../ How'd | do it? Let me confide /
Always with others right at my side; / Family and friends from the start/ Gave me love in no small part.”

For a free copy of the Christopher News Note CHOOSE HOPE, SHARE HOPE, write: The Christo-
phers, 5 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004, or e-mail: mail@christophers.org  jc 04/17/

Sheep
husbandry

in the Slovak
Republic has a
long and proud
tradition, and
so is often

a common
subject

of Slovak
pranostiky.

Pranostiky — Weather Lore, or Slovak
Folklore about the Weather

continued from page 1

day, it is indeed warm.

May 23 — Ked sa na Zelmiry vCely zaCnU rojit, dobra ovca sa uz mdZe dojit.

When the bees begin to swarm on St. Zelmira Day, good sheep can no longer be milked.

(Zelmira is a Slavic name which means "wishing (a) peace.")

May 25 -- Urban krasny, vyjasneny, hojnym vinom nas odmeni.

If it is nice on St. Urban’s Day, there will be an abundance of wine.

Dokial Urban z pece nezlezie, nebude teplo.

Until St. Urban gets out of the stove, there will be no warming.

These are just a sampling of some of the many pranostiky for the month of May, when spring is
longing to burst forth and sweep away the winter for good. They remain an integral part of Slovak
folk culture and many Slovaks still remember that there is great wisdom in these traditional folk
sayings.

Here are a few sources for further perusal.

Sources

Kalendarne pranostiky, (accessed 3 May 2010). http:/pranostiky.host.sk/pranostiky.htm#m%E 1]

Calendar.sk (accessed 3 May 2010). http://calendar.zoznam.sk/may-01en.php

Slovak Heritage Society of Northeast PA, “Weather Lore,” Folktale, Legends, and Stories (ac-
cessed 3 May 2010). http://www.shsnepa.org/
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Jednota Crossword

Slovak Radio Cultural &
Social Club Fundraiser

When: April 30, 2016, from 6:00PM - 9:00PM

Where: Pounders Bar & Grill, 6370 York Rd., Parma Heights,
OH, 44130; 1 - 440-887-0185

Cost: $25 per person

Featuring:

* All you can eat wings, pasta, salad and potatoes

* All you can drink draft beer, well liquor, wine and pop
+ Raffles and auctions throughout the evening
For tickets or info, call Donna at 1-440-465-6412

College Scholarships Available Through
United Slovak Societies of Lorain, OH

The United Slovak Societies of Lorain, OH, will grant college
non-renewable scholarship awards to eligible high school se-
niors with a GPA of 3.5 or better and who are five-year mem-
bers of the following Lorain Lodges:

St. John the Baptist Lodge of the FCSU Branch 228

St. Ann's Lodge of the FCSLA Branch 114
Slovak Catholic Sokol Wr. 111 & 177
St. Mary Magdalene of the LPSCU Branch 77
National Slovak Society Assembly #160
Deadline for application is May 30, 2016.
To obtain rules and application, please visit, www.americanslovakclub.com or contact Mi-
chele Mager at 440/984-3353
Submitted by Michele Mager, Branch 228

Slovakia Heritage Tour Takes Oft
September 9-18, 2016

Experience Slovak culture, history, and life in Slovakia to-
day, up close and personal on the 2016 Slovakia Heritage
small group tour. From September 9 - 18, we'll explore im-
portant cities and historic sites as well as folk-life museums,
mountain resort towns, beautiful countryside, and the mix of
medieval towns to Soviet-era remnants that make Slovakia such an interesting small country
to visit today. Optional genealogical research and ancestral village visits available.

For more information: Visit www.slovakiaheritage.com or contact Judith Northup-Ben-
nett, Slovakia Heritage Tours, 978-544-5144 or connectionswork4u@hotmail.com

JEDNOTA
Publication Schedule ior 2016

Puzzie
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Issue Date Deadline to
Receive Information

May 11 May 2

June 15 June 6

July 20
August 17
sept 7

Sept 21
October 5
October 19
November 2
November 16
December 7

July 11
August 8
August 29
Sept 12

Sept 26
October 10
October 24
November 7
November 28

1 2 3 4 9 10 |11 12
13 14 15
16 17 18
22
28
33
38
42
53
58
64 65 66
67 68 69
Across Down 41 King preceder
43 Poet

1 Rush job notation 1 Lend a hand 44 Corpulent

5 Remove, as a hat 2 0ld French coin 46 Large sea ducks

9 Brewer’s need 3 Cobbler’s tool 47 Merited

13 Corn Belt state 4 Before tree or oil 49 Work extra hard
14 Indian lodge 5 Objects 51 Bunches

15 Floating, perhaps 6 Unlock, in verse 53 Spill the beans
16 Nevera 7 Sloughs 54 Madame Bovary
18 Jazzman Getz 8 Greek salad 55 Surf sound
19 Restaurant posting ingredient 57 See 1 Down
20 Backtalking 9 People generally 60 Isracli weapon
22 Winter woe 10 Optical defect 61 Gibbon, for one
25 Yorkshire river 11 Slants 62 Born

27 Two-year old lambs 12 Piquancy 63 Author Follett
28 Sheets and stuff 14 BelO\{ed author

30 Caustic remark Morrison

33 Chilean range 17 Signifies

34 Equipment 21 Sun, for one

35 Ilove, in Latin 22 Crackpot

38 Ship part 23 Cruise ship

39 Gloss 24 Trivialized

41 Kind of bomb 26 Anxiously

42 Be mistaken 29 Reef dweller

43 Grizzly 31 Sandpiper

44 Martini garnish 32 __ do!

45 Puget Sound city 36 Date locale

48 Sink 37 Forebodings

49 Mix 39 Tennis unit

50 Brown rival 40 Topper

52 My (Fr.)

53 Gall

56 Santa _ , Calif.

58 Behind

59 Charlatan

64 Affirm

65 Labyrinths

66 Foil’s counterpart

67 Resting places

68 Bone-dry

69 Adolescent

See Solution on Page 19
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Back by popular demand!

Extended to December 31, 2016

Ist Year Premium Waived on
Juvenile Enrichment Plan (JEP)

1st year premium waived on $10,000
Term Insurance *

. $14 annual premium

. Premium never increases

. Guaranteed convertibility at any time
up to age 25 (no medical examination
required)

. College scholarships available

. Free newspaper subscription

. Youth activities

All applications must be

FCSU FINANCIAL® received in the Home Office

6611 Rockside Rd, Suite 300 postmarked
Independence, OH 44131 by December 31, 2016.
800-533-6682
f CS u@f csu.com *Higher amounts available - please contact your

Branch Officer or the Home Office

WWW.fCSI/l. com Standard underwriting applies.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

FCSU FINANCIAL ANNUITY & IRA F REE

INTEREST RATES EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2016

Estate Planning Booklet from

the First Catholic Slovak Union
Eight Year Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity or IRA 3.60% APY

Six Year Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity or IRA 3.20% APY

with the “Cash Interest” Option 2.95% APY
New Six-Year Fixed Rate Deferred Annuity or [RA 3.10% APY
New “Park 2 Annuity” (vor avaissie v THe sTATE OF NEw YoRK 2.10% APY First Catholic Slovak Union

New Park Free Plus Annuity or IRA—1st year guarantee  1.65% APY

(new Park Free Plus maximum deposit $25,000.00 PER PERSON)
Estate Planning Booklet

If you have any questions, please contact your local branch or the Home Office
1-800-533-6682  annuity@fcsu.com  www.fcsu.com

ARE YOU PLANNING ON PASSING
YOUR ASSETS TO LOVED ONES? Your Personal Record Keeper

Then consider As National President Andrew M. Rajec and Executive

Secretary Kenneth A. Arendt state in the beginning of the

Estate Planning Booklet from the First Catholic Slovak

w E A LT H T R A N s F E R Union (FCSU) - the very foundations of our Society have

been built on values that honor and protect our loved ones.

Wealth management The FCSU portfolio of insurance andpannuity products itself,

through our Single Premium Whole Life Policy they point out, is designed with the financial protection of
loved ones in mind, as well.

Here are the benefits:

Now, as a member of the FCSU, you can receive a

. Avoid income tax valuable tool for free that allows you to help your loved ones
once again. Inside the pages of this personal record keeper
. Avoid probate are easy ways to record and centralize all the pertinent
information for processing your estate — from personal,
. Cash value growth medical and financial information to life insurance policies,
real estate holdings and other assets to final wishes for your
Interested? Call 800.533.6682 taday! T ; ’

FCSU Financial - First Catholic Slovak Union To request your free copy of the First Catholic Slovak Union

C branch offi he h ffi i
ontact your branch officer or the home office Estate Planning Booklet, please call at 1-800-JEDNOTA
6611 Rockside Rd, #300, Independence, OH, 44131, (533_6682)

800.533.6682, www.fcsu.com, insurance@fcsu.com
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BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRANCH 3 -
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA

Branch 3 will hold their semi-annual meeting on
Sunday, May 22, 2016, at 11:00AM, at the home
of our President, Delores J. Genosky, 1001 42 %
Avenue, NE, Columbia Heights, MN.

ltems on the agenda are our family picnic in Au-
gust, a merger, and the date of our annual meeting.

James T. Genosky, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 19 -
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT

St. Joseph Society, Branch 19, will hold its semi-
annual meeting on Sunday, June 26, 2016, in Sts.
Cyril and Methodius Church Hall. We will begin
the morning with Mass a 8:30AM celebrated by
Msgr. Joseph Pekar in Sts. Cyril and Methodius
Church, 79 Church St., Bridgeport, CT. After the
Mass, members are cordially invited to return to the
Church Hall for our special breakfast brunch and
our Margaret Evancho Award Ceremony where we
will give a monetary gift to the following of our 16
year old members:

- Michael Aquglia

- Carly A. Brainard

- William E. Hiza, Ill

- Logan M. McDonald

- Patrick T. Monks
- Christopher W. Pudill

- Aimee P. Koller - Courtney J. Skolka

- Matthew P. Koller - Robert J. Strada, IlI

- Jordan Lorys Armstead - Rebekah M. Wargo

- Andrew J. Madar - Alexis Zahor

The award is given to honor Margaret Evancho
during her birthday month to recognize the dedica-
tion and many years of service she gave to Branch
19, especially the youth of the branch. We hope
our members will join us in this special tribute to
Margaret Evancho.

Our next meeting will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, 2016, at Sts. Cyril and Methodius Hall
at 9:30AM.

We wish all members of the First Catholic Slo-
vak Union a happy and safe summer season.

Henry Zack, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 38 -
WHITE OAK, PENNSYLVANIA

Holy Trinity Society, Branch 38 will hold its
semi-annual meeting on Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at
7:00 pm at 3409 Eisenhower Court White Oak, PA
15131. The agenda will include officers’ reports,
discussion on Father’s Day Brunch, and discussion
on Slovak Day at Kennywood Park. All Branch 38
members are urged to attend.

If anyone is interested in FCSU Annuities or Life
Insurance, please call Florence Matta at 412-466-
7460.

Logan Haselhoff, President
Florence Matta, Secretary/Treasurer

BRANCH 112 -
MAHANOQY CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Members of Branch 112 Mahanoy City, PA, are
invited to a family day and branch meeting at Knoe-
bels Amusement Park in Elysburg, PA, on Tuesday,
June 14, 2016, at noon. Please call Karen Sterling
570-640-1796 by June 15th, if you plan to attend.

Karen Sterling, Secretary

BRANCH 153 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

St. Stephen Branch 153 will hold its semi-annual
meeting on Saturday, June 18. The meeting will
begin promptly at 11:30 am and will be held at
Cucina Biagio Restaurant at 7319 West Lawrence
Avenue, Harwood Heights, IL.

Aluncheon for members and their guests will fol-
low the meeting.

Dorothy Jurcenko, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 166 -
BINGHAMTON, CAPITAL AREA, PEEKSKILL,
POUGHKEEPSIE, AND SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

The St. Joseph the Guardian Society, Branch
166, will hold its Semi-Annual Meeting and Dinner
on Sunday, May 1, 2016, at 1:15 PM., at Buffet
Star, 4089 Old Vestal Road, Vestal, New York. On
the agenda will be a discussion of the District Meet-
ing and Branch business. All members are encour-
aged to attend.

Please call Arlo Meeker at 607-775-4896 by
April 29, 2016, to make a reservation if you plan to
attend. We hope to see you at the meeting.

Arlo Meeker, President

BRANCH 181 -
UNITED, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 181 will hold a meeting on May 12,
2016, starting at 6:00PM at Sharky’s Café, Rt. 30,
Latrobe, PA. On the agenda: planning for the June
26, 2016, for a day of fun, food, and fraternalism
at Mammoth Park, Pavilion #14. All members are
welcome at the meeting; but workers at the picnic
are especially asked to attend.

Geraldine Kovacina, Secretary

BRANCH 200 -
FORD CITY, PENNSYLVANIA

Dear Members: We have had a lot going on in
the Social Club. Stop in and check out the sched-
ule. We'd love to see you. We now have an email
address: scubranch200@gmail.com and hope to
get a Facebook page started.

| have been receiving calls about beneficiaries
lately and this brings me to ask you to check your
policies to make sure they are up to date. Please
feel free to call me @ 724-763-9229 or email me @
vschaub123@gmail.com to make arrangements
to go over your policies. If you have computer and
printer access, you can go online- First Catholic
Slovak Union, forms, scroll down for Member Ser-
vice Request Form, print out, complete and drop
off @ my house or mail it directly to the Home Of-
fice. This is required to be notarized. Many of us
fail to review and make changes periodically.

Anyone that would like to have prayer for our de-
ceased member, please call to have this arranged.
For many years this has been done but with short-
er funeral visitation days/times it has been difficult
to arrange for our members to get together, attend,
and have prayer. Grace Charney does a fantastic
job.

Happy Spring!

Fraternally,

Vicki Schaub, President

BRANCH 228 -
LORAIN, OHIO
Our meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of
each month except for the months of January, Feb-
ruary, July and August when no meetings are held.
All meetings begin at 7 PM. and are held at the
American Slovak Club. Delicious food is served by
Theresa Arendt at the last meeting of each calen-
dar quarter. The branch will hold its annual election
of officers and bylaw review during each Decem-
ber meeting. The exact date for this year's elec-
tion meeting is December 19, 2016. At that time,
we will also elect two (2) representatives to serve
on the American Slovak Club Board of Directors. |
am very happy to see an increased participation
from our younger members in 2015 and hope this
participation will continue to increase. It is really a
lot of fun to have more members speaking up and
giving their viewpoint of the various subjects that
are discussed at our meetings. These members
represent the future of the FCSU and it is great
to see their interest grow. Input from any and all
members is appreciated. Visit the websites for the
FCSU at fecsu.com and the Slovak Club at ameri-
canslovakclub.com for an update on current ac-
tivities. Please come to our meetings. You won't be
disappointed.
Thomas B. Zuffa, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 260 -
CAMPBELL, OHIO

The branch will hold its semi-annual meeting
on Sunday, June 19, 2016, at 1:00PM at Bedford
Trails Restaurant, Coitsville, OH. On the agenda:
election of officers and general branch business.

Fraternally,

Paul Ritz, President

BRANCH 276 -
MCKEESPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. John the Baptist Branch 276 will hold its
next meeting on Sunday, May 15 at 1:00 P.M. at St.
Patrick's church hall on 32nd Street in McKeesport,
Pa. We cordially invite all our members to attend
one of our meetings.

Nancy Gerdich, Recording Secretar

BRANCH 292-
WINDBER, PENNSYLVANIA

St. John the Baptist Society, FCSU, Branch 292
KJ, will hold their semi-annual meeting on Sunday,
June 26, 2016. The meeting will be held at the
Slovak Club, 1300 Jackson Avenue, Windber, PA,
15963 at 12:30 p.m. This meeting will be held in
conjunction with our annual celebration of the feast
of our patron, St. John the Baptist. A Mass will be

celebrated that morning at SS. Cyril & Methodius
Church at 8:30 a.m. All members are asked to at-
tended both events. A buffet dinner will be served.

Edward T. Surkosky, F.I.C., President

BRANCH 293 -
LANSFORD, PENNSYLVANIA

St. Joseph Society, Branch 293, will hold its
semi-annual meeting at the home of the financial
secretary, Robert Lakata, 527 E. Bertsch Street,
Lansford, PA, 18232, at 6:00PM on Monday, June
13, 2016. Anyone needing service or more insur-
ance should call 1-570-645-4872, and your call will
be returned as soon as possible.

Fraternally,

Robert Lakata, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 320 -
BELLE VERNON, PENNSYLVANIA

The officers of SS Peter & Paul Society, Branch
320, invite their members to attend the branch’s
next meeting on Sunday, May 22, 2106, at
11:00AM, at the residence of Frances Tarquinio,
209 Sylvan Drive, Belle Vernon, PA. Since a light
brunch will be prepared, please call Fran at 724-
929-9788 and let her know if you will be attending.
Members of Branch 320 are urged to attend.

Mary Anne Higginbotham, President

BRANCH 372 -
BEAVERDALE, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 372, the St. Joseph Society, will hold its
semi-annual meeting on Sunday, May 15, 2016, at
2:00PM at the home of Branch President Michael
P. Hudak, 829 Cameron Ave, Beaverdale, PA. All
are welcome.

Michael P. Hudak, President

BRANCH 380 -
CANONSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 380KJ will hold its annual meeting on
Sunday, April 24, 2016. The location is Kings
Restaurant, Rte 19, Canonsburg, PA. The time is
2:00PM.

Fraternally,

Margaret Graytok, Secretary

BRANCH 393 -
GREENSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
St. Joseph Society, Branch 393, will hold its next
meeting on Sunday, June 5, 2016, at 1:00PM at
the New City Buffet, 5142 State Rt. 30, Suite 175,
Greensburg, PA. All members are welcome. For
reservations, please call Mary Ann Nalevanko at
1-724-834-6386.
Mary Ann Nalevanko, Secretary

BRANCH 410 -
UNIONTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

SS. Peter and Paul Society, Branch 410, will
hold a meeting at the rbg Bar & Grill located in
the Park Inn by Radisson, 700 West Main Street
(Route 40 W) at 5:00 P.M. on Thursday, June 23,
2016. Call 724-425-2576 for reservations by June
16, 2016.

All members of Branch 410 are cordially invited
to attend.

Geraldine Buchheit, Secretary

BRANCH 419 -
MOUNTAIN TOP, PENNSYLVANIA

Branch 419 will hold a meeting on Sunday, May
22,2016, at 12:30PM at Norm's Retaurant, Sher-
man St., Wilkes Barre, PA. On the agenda: a dis-
cussion of election of officers.

Fraternally,

Frank Wassil, President

BRANCH 587 -
ALIQUIPPA, PENNSYLVANIA
St. John the Baptist will have a meeting on May
22, 2016, at 2:00PM at the home of Albert Valo,
1835 Brodhead Road in Aliquippa. All members
are welcome to attend.
Edith Valo, Secretary

BRANCH 595 -
MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, MICHIGAN
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
If you have several hours that you care spare
each month, Tatra Hall needs YOU.
Sunday, April 24, Breakfast 8:30am-12noon all
you can eat and the best breakfast in town.
Sunday, May 1, Polka Dance 3pm-6pm food
available for purchase.

Saturday, May 7 Polka Dance 7pm-10pm with
a special performance by the band "Box On" $6.00
in advance, $8.00 at the door. There will be food
available for purchase.

Sunday May 15, branch meeting 2pm

Sunday, May 22, Breakfast 8:30am-12noon all
you can eat and the best breakfast in town.

Monday, May 30, Memorial Day, BBQ's after
mass at the cemetery.

Burritos every third Thursday of the month, to-go
only. Call ahead to order.

Refreshments every Tuesday and Thursday .50
off

Hours are Mon-Fri 1pm-8pm: Sat 12noon-8pm
Come down and enjoy yourself!

All events take place at Tatra Hall 2536 Sixth St.
Muskegon Heights, Ml (231) 733-7525.

Susan Hornik, Secretary

BRANCH 628 -
MUNHALL, PENNSYLVANIA

A meeting of Branch 628, St. Michael Archangel
will be held on Saturday, May 28, 2016, at 4:.00 PM
at the 141 Bellevue Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15235,
The agenda will include an update of branch activi-
ties and discussion of upcoming events.

Sylvia Vehec, Recording Secretary

BRANCH 670 -
DONORA, PENNSYLVANIA

The officers of St. Anton of Padua, Branch 670,
invite their members to attend the branch’s next
meeting on Sunday, May 22, 2016, at noon, at
Kings Restaurant in Bentleyville, PA. Members of
Branch 670 are urged to attend.

Dorothy Petrus, President

BRANCH 682 -
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO

Branch 682 will hold a general meeting on May
17,2016 at St. Mathias Church, 915 Cornell Street,
Youngstown, OH, starting at 6:00 pm.

The branch’s next meeting will be held on June
26, 2016, beginning at 2:30PM. Location: MRL
Lab, 290 N. Bridge St. Struthers, OH 44471. All
members are welcome.

Joe Scavina, Secretary

BRANCH 756 -
OWO0SSO, MICHIGAN

Branch 756, will hold its next meeting on May
15, 2016 at 12:30 pm. It will be in the Hospitality
Room of St. Joseph School on 811 E. Oliver St. in
Owosso, Mich. Please enter from the front of the
building. Still looking for additional officers. May go
for Lunch immediately after. If you plan to attend
please RSVP to 517-381-8358.

Still have a couple spots available for The Tour
around Slovakia, Vienna, and Prague, June 2- 28,
2016. Call 517-381-8358,

Stephan J. Patoprsty, President

BRANCH 780 -
SAGINAW, MICHIGAN

The Saints Peter & Paul Society, Branch 780, of
the First Catholic Slovak Union will have a meeting
on Sunday May 15, 2016. For more information,
members may call Catherine Karlsen at 989-280-
4916.

Fraternally yours,

Catherine Karlsen, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 831 -
TARENTUM, PENNSYLVANIA
The next regular meeting will take place on Fri-
day April 29, 2016, at 7:00pm at the home of Rose
Kuniak, 1073 8th Ave., Brackenridge, PA.
Kathleen Persun, Financial Secretary

BRANCH 856 -
WASHINGTON, DC AND AREA

Branch 856 will hold a meeting on May 3, 2016
at1:00 pm at the Thomas Jefferson Library, 7415
Arlington Blvd. Falls Church, VA, 22042. All mem-
bers are welcomed to attend. A report on the dis-
trict meeting will be given, plans for the anniversary
Mass in honor of the Slovak Chapel in the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington, D.C. The date has been set
for September 18, 2016 at 11:00 am in the crypt
church. For more information please call Marion
Mistrik at 301-654-5638 or Stephen Matula at 703-
671-3013.

Katherine Nowatkoski, Financial Secretary.
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISTRICT 5 - THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT

The Michigan District will hold its semi-annual meeting on Sunday, April 24, 2016, at Riverside
Family Restaurant, 8295 Midland Road, Freeland, MI 48623.

Our meeting will begin at 12:45 pm. Lunch will be served at 1:00 pm. The business meeting
will follow the lunch. On the Agenda will be Officer Reports. Also on the Agenda will be information
regarding the status of designated “Home Office Branches” in our District.

Branch 774 is hosting this meeting. Please notify Dianna Rimarcik at 586-254-0225 with the num-
ber of delegates attending from your branch no later than April 18th so the restaurant can be notified
of the number of attendees expected. If you are unable to confirm prior to the event but wish to
attend, a $15.00 fee will be collected at the restaurant. Those making advance reservations will not
be charged.

“**Please remember, a branch delegate must attend at least one District meeting in order to be
eligible for compensation from the Home Office.

Dianna Rimarcik, District Secretary

District 6 - Pittsburgh District

Branch 213 hosted the Pittsburgh District Spring business meeting on Sunday, April 10, 2016 at
Holy Trinity Church in West Mifflin. President David Matta and Regional Director Mike Lako lead the
discussion about the requirements for becoming a licensed fraternal insurance agent.

Branch 60, with the assistance of Branch 628, will host the Father’s Day brunch on Sunday, June
19 at Holy Trinity, West Mifflin PA. Members are asked to attend the 9:30 AM Liturgy at the church.
Brunch will be served immediately after Mass. Prices for the brunch are still pending and will be listed
in our May notice. To make reservations please contact the district secretary by email at manasta@
verizon.net or leave a message at 412-672-0379. No tickets will be sold at the door. Checks should
be made payable to Pittsburgh District FCSU. You can pay at the church hall or send your check to
the district treasurer Patrick Sullivan, 100 Legrande Dr, Pittsburgh PA 15221. Prices for the ad booklet
are: full page $75, half page $40, quarter page $25. Contact Karianne Barnes at kvehec@hotmail.
com. The deadline for both tickets and advertising is Monday, June 6.

The district will host a picnic with food, games etc on Saturday, July 30, from noon until dusk at
Renzie Park Pavillion #5. Notices were distributed at the district meeting. The cost is $5 per person or
$20 for a family of five or more. Checks should be made payable to Pittsburgh District FCSU. Have
your reservations and your checks to Annie Ondrejco, 234 lllion Street, Pittsburgh PA 15207 by July
25. While you're at Renzie, be sure to take in the Rose Garden & Arboretum and the McKeesport
Regional Heritage Center, home of the Little Red School House.

The District Activities Director Annie Ondrejco is organizing a Facebook group to be called Jednota
Pittsburgh District Activities. Join the group to keep up with district activities. Annie would like to know
if there is any interest in additional activities such as an art class or attending a Pirates game or going
out to the Meadows Casino or a visit to the NSS Museum. Contact Annie at aondrejco@gmail.com.

Branch 276 will host the annual winter business meeting. The date is still pending.

While we look forward to seeing everyone at the FCSU district meetings, remember there are many
other local Slovak events that also merit your attention:

** WPSCA monthly meetings are held on the 1st Monday of the month at 7 PM at the Mt Lebanon
Public Library: May 2 — Religious persecution in Slovakia; June 6 — Juraj Janosik. Programs resume
in October. Become a member of the WPSCA to get the newsletter listing all of their events.

** Slovak Day at Kennywood Park — Thursday, July 21 - tickets available at the district Father’s
Day Brunch.

** The 12th Consular Tour of Slovakia is planned for August 28 to September 10, 2016. This tour
will include Vienna and Poland. Contact Joe Senko for details.

** Slovak Language Classes are held Tuesdays in spring and fall. Contact Joe Senko for informa-
tion about reservations and fees (412-956-6000). Fall classes are directed toward intermediate and
advanced students. Spring classes are for beginners. Saturday summer classes for children are
planned for June 4 to July 23.

** Scholarship to the Summer Slovak Language & Culture Program at Comenius University in
Bratislava, August 2016 — contact Joe Senko.

** The Pittsburgh Folk Festival will be held in the Oakland section of Pittsburgh this year — Septem-
ber 3-4 — See www.pghfolkfest.org

** Septemberfest at the NSS Museum — Saturday, September 24 - free admission.

** Slovak Beer Tasting — October 8 — contact Joe Senko.

** Don't forget the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Radio Hour — 3-4 PM, Sunday’'s — WPIT-AM
730. The program is also streamed live at www.wpitam.com. The annual dinner dance is planned for
October.

** Slovak Heritage Festival at Pitt — Sunday, November 6 — free admission.

**You can follow the Pittsburgh Slovakians and the Western PA Slovak Cultural Association on
Facebook.

** Various Slovak programs and courses are available through the University of Pittsburgh Depart-
ment of Slavic Languages and Literatures. See www.slavic.pitt.edu

** If you're interested in study abroad, Slovakia has a number of major universities; some have
programs taught in English. Check out www.slovakia.com/study-in-slovakia/

** The National Slovak Society Museum in McMurray PA is available to visitors Monday-Thursday
from 9-3. Contact Sue Ondrejco for information and reservations. Seewww.nsslife.org/Museum.php.

** The CzechoSlovak Genealogical Society International is holding its next meeting in October
2017 in Pittsburgh. Further information can be found at www.cgsi.org.

** FCSU information and forms can be found at www.fcsu.com

Anyone with additional Slovak events in Western Pennsylvania that they wish to be included in our
district notice should send information to manasta@verizon.net

Fraternally,

Margaret A. Nasta, District Secretary

DISTRICT 7- REV. JOHN MARTVON DISTRICT - BLAIR, CAMBRIA, INDIANA, SOMERSET
AND BEDFORD COUNTIED, PENNSYLVANIA

The Rev. John Martvon District will hold its first of two annual meetings on Sunday, May 1, 2016.
This meeting will be held at Ryans Family Buffet Restaurant, 420 Galleria Drive. Johnstown PA, by
the Galleria Mall.

St. Joseph's Society, Branch 23 will host this meeting. The meeting will start at 2:00 PM. We will

have Lunch after the meeting.

All District Branches are invited to attend. If you have any questions please call Theresa Cassat

(814) 254-2532.
Let's Spring into a new year. Have a nice afternoon together and see what comes up.
Theresa Cassat, District Recording Secretary

DISTRICT 8 - THE REVEREND STEPHEN FURDEK - EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA, MARY-
LAND, WASHINGINTON, DC
The Rev.Stephen Furdek District will hold its semi-annual meeting Sunday, May 1, 2016 [please
note that this is a corrected date from the April 17 meeting date which ran in error in the March 30
issue].
Mass will be held at 11:30 AM,
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church,
4102 South Church St.
(Egypt) Whitehall PA. 18052-2415
Dinner will be held at 1:00 PM, immediately following the meeting will start.
Location for the Dinner/Meeting is :
Egypt VFW Post7293
5209 Springmill Road
Whitehall, PA. 18052
Further information will be updated in the very near future.
Any questions, please call Monica Fabian at 610-417-0468 or email at mfabian922@gmail.com.
Respectfully Submitted,
Monica Fabian, District Recording Secretary

DISTRICT 9 - THE FRANK T. HOLLY, JR. DISTRICT
The Frank T. Holly, Jr. District will hold a meeting on Sunday, June 5, 2016 at 1:00 P.M. in the meet-
ing room of the Dairy Queen Grill & Chill located at 575 West Main Street, Uniontown, PA. Branch
members are invited to attend.
A Dairy Queen social will take place following the meeting.
Barbara A. Holly, District Secretary

DISTRICT 10 - REV. STEPHEN FURDEK - OHIO

The Rev. Stephen Furdek District 10 will be holding our first meeting of the year on Sunday, May
15, 2016, at St. Charles Parish Hall, 5891 Ridge Road, Parma, OH 44129 at 2 pm.

All branch members of District 10 are invited to attend this meeting to learn more about what our
Society can do for you and your families.

Please contact Linda Hanko at 330—706-0151 or via email at Ihanko@neo.rr.com if you are plan-
ning on attending. We would appreciate your call so that we may plan accordingly for refreshments.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda M. Hanko, District Secretary/Treasurer

DISTRICT 11 - MSGR JOSEF TISO DISTRICT

The 2016 Semiannual Meeting of the Msgr. Josef Tiso District (District 11) will be held on Sunday,
May 22. Time and place are 2:00 PM at the C.U.Club, 910 Sixth Avenue, Ford City, PA 16226. Al
Branches should identify their representatives who will attend to Grace Charney, District Secretary, at
(724) 664-7185 as soon as possible. Walk-ins are welcome.

Reminders:

. Per FCSU By-Laws, Branch representation at one (1) District meeting per year is required
to qualify for receipt of the annual Branch stipend.

. Any beneficial member is welcome to represent his/her Branch at District meetings; repre-
sentatives need not be Branch officers or formally selected by/at the Branch meeting.

Grace M. Charney, District Secretary

DISTRICT 12 - ANDRE HLINKA DISTRICT
On Sunday, May 22, 2016, at 1:00PM, a meeting of the Andrew Hlinka District will be held at Kings
Restaurant in Bentleyville, PA. Members of various branches are urged to attend.
Frances Tarquinio, District Secretary

DISTRICT 16 - MSGR. STEPHEN KRASULA - NEW YORK CITY

The Msgr. Stephen Krasula, District 16, will hold a semi-annual meeting on Sunday, May 22. 2016,
at 1:00 PM, in the Church Hall of St. John Nepomucene Church, 411 East 66th, 1 Avenue, New York,
New York 10065.

On the agenda will be a financial report and a discussion of activities and other business.

We urge all district branches to send their representatives to this meeting. All members of the
FCSU - not just branch representatives — are welcome.

After the meeting, refreshments will be served, courtesy of Branch 45.

Fraternally,

Henrieta H. Daitova, Secretary-Treasurer

DISTRICT 17 - SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS DISTRICT

Saints Cyril and Methodius District 17 will hold its Semi-Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 24, 2016.
Members will meet at 1:30 P.M. in the Shrine Dining Room of St. Ann's Basilica, 1233 St. Ann Street,
Scranton, PA.

All branches are encouraged to send representatives to the meeting. District 17 encompasses
Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties in Pennsylvania and Broome County in New York.

Prior to the meeting, district auditors will audit the books at 1:00 P.M.

Refreshments will be served after the meeting. Please contact District President Michael J.
Slovenkai, Sr. at 570.342.7562 to confirm your branch's attendance.

Fraternally,

Michael J. Slovenkai, Sr., President

DISTRICT 20 - PRINCE RASTISAV DISTRICT - MONTREAL,QUEBEC
The district's semi-annual meeting will be held June 26, 2016, at the Sts. Cyril and Methodius
Church Hall immediately following the eleven (11) o’clock Mass.
Members of branches 784 and 810 are invited to attend.
Alight lunch will be served.
Alexander S. Dobrik, President
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: Rest in Peace, Our Departed Members
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/ The First Catholic Slovak Union has a Mass said for each of our deceased members at St. Andrew Abbey in Cleveland, Ohio. "\

Branch Name
001K Joseph A Fristik
001K Lad Joseph Manor
002K Mildred E Spirko
003K John J Medlo
003K Anne Agnes Nalepka
004K Eleanor M Galvin
005P Joseph Ferko
010K Marie T Boyarsky
016P Catherine A Nemec
016P Walter E Parks
019K Agnes P Hornak
023K Margaret J Prebola

035K Barbara Furlano

038K Andrew G Kaduke
038K Helen M Kish

060K Anne C Dzurko

075K Albert T Fecko

075K Paul A Semicek

086K Charles E Patnesky
136K Michael Christopher Ott
152K Joseph S Butchko Jr

Branch Name
153K Charles J Capiak
153K Helen A Ibsen
157K Marian C Wear
162K Joseph E Rura
162K Robert A Tajc Sr
165K Paul J Tirak
166K Delores L Balok
166K John T Sedlock
181K Margaret S Forbes
181K Ronald J Geary
181K Annabelle P Klinchock
181K Maryann Krynicky
181K George B Vadas
181K Stephen J Zsolcsak
200K Sandra M Paukoucek
200K Theresa Marie Stivason
228K Drew Christophe Hayden
228K [rene A Moorman
228K Grace | Vakerics
240P William F Wallo
254K Marie L Pavlovich

Branch Name
259K Bohumir Javorsky
260K Sr Irene Hrosky
260K Joseph T Palik
266K Elizabeth M Benyo
280K Andrew J Stasny
327K Joseph A Shuick
393K Barbara Ann Adams
410K William J Churilla
419K Helen Therese Hryvniak
429K George John Stefanko
429K John A Yellenik
450K Dorothy Berdis
450K Simon A Moss
456K Mildred A Haas
497K Marlene Louise Stolarik
497K Mary Ann Tunder
512K Anne Carney
512K Chanelle Marie Fatali
514K Kevin Van Rosko
553K Geraldine F Schaefer
553K Dorothy L Ulichney

Branch Name
567K Edward L Payer
586K John S Mano
595K Esther Louise Cook
615K Joseph R Kristofik
615K Margaret Horton Leshinski
635K Theodore Kordecki Sr
670K Paul D Kuma
682K Martha E Horvat
714K Gabriella Plsek
731K John M Novotny
746K Mary Micak
764K Mary Catherine Pasternak
831K Anna M Gaworski
831K Irene G Lucas
831K Emma M Pastorek
855K Dolores M Bailey
855K Marlene Hanna
855K Joanne M Limpach
916K Ronald J Osika

*Processed through the month of March

OBITUARIES

WILLIAM A.
NALEVANKO
BRANCH 10 -
OLYPHANT,
PENNSYLVANIA

William Andrew Nal-
evanko, 89, of Olyphant,
PA, passed into his new
life with his Lord, family
and friends on Thursday, March 17, 2016,
at Gino J. Merli Veterans Center, Scranton,
PA. He is survived by his wife of 60 years,
the former Florence Novak.

Born December 23, 1926 in Olyphant,
son of the late Elmer J. and Veronica No-
vajovsky Nalevanko, he graduated from St.
Patrick’s High School, Olyphant, and attend-
ed St. Thomas College — now, the University
of Scranton - prior to being drafted into the
Army during World War II.

Upon his honorable discharge, he re-
turned to Olyphant to manage the family
business, Olyphant Bottling Co., Inc. He
served as board chairman and president for
many years until his retirement in 1992. .

Bill was devoted to his family, his faith and
his community. He was a lifelong member
of the former Holy Ghost Church, now part
of Holy Cross Parish, Olyphant, and served
in its Holy Name Society and the church’s
all-male choir, as well as Olyphant Council
#1095 of the Knights of Columbus.

Bill was a charter member of Olyphant
Hose Company #2, where his father served
as the Borough’s first Fire Chief. He was
also a lifetime member of the American Le-
gion, Raymond Henry Post #327, as well as
the Olyphant Rotary Club. He served as a
board director for the former National Bank of
Olyphant, now Community Bank and Trust.
He also served as an Olyphant Borough

Councilman from 1993-1997, upon retire-
ment from the family business. He served
as an Auditor and Recording Secretary for
the First Catholic Slovak Union (FCSU), St.
John the Baptist K.J. 10, Olyphant. He was
a sports fan and particularly supported Syra-
cuse University and the New York Yankees,
among others.

Surviving are children, William F., Oly-
phant, Donna Mroczka and husband Atty.
Frank D. Mroczka, Dunmore, and a grand-
son, Armond J., Washington, DC. He is
also survived by a sister, Marie and brother-
in-law, Edward Maceyko, along with many
nieces and nephews.

Bill was preceded in death by three sons,
Francis, Joseph and Thomas; four sisters,
Philomena Lazarewicz, Louise Briganti,
Dorothy Nalevanko and Anna Nalevanko,
and two brothers, Elmer, Jr. and Robert.

Funeral services with Military Honors
were conducted Monday with Mass of Chris-
tian Burial at 9:30 a.m. in Holy Cross Parish,
Olyphant. Monsignor Michael Delaney, Pas-
tor of Holy Cross Parish, presided, and the
Mass was con-celebrated with Msgr. Peter
Madus, Pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Par-
ish, Peckville and Fr. John Doris, pastor of
St. Mary of Mount Carmel Parish, Dunmore.
A cousin, Msgr. Frantisek Novajovsky, ar-
ranged for a Mass of Remembrance for Bill
on March 23, 2016, at the Vatican, Rome,
Italy. Interment was held Monday, March
21, 2016, at St. Michael the Archangel Cem-
etery, Blakely. Olyphant Fire Department
members assembled on Sunday, March 20,
2016, at Fire Station 2, and proceeded to the
funeral home in dress uniform to pay their
respects. Following the funeral on Monday,
the Olyphant Fire Department, in coopera-
tion with the Dickson City Fire Department,

created an aerial display of the U.S. flag at
Olyphant Hose Co. #2. The Lackawanna
County Communications Center interrupted
radio traffic on police, fire and EMT bands
to honor Bill with an “end of tour” message,
prayer and minute of silence in respect. Ar-
rangements were entrusted to the Michael P.
Glinsky Funeral Home Inc., Olyphant.

- Submitted by Daniel Spegar, Branch 10
President

RICHARD J. HECKEL
BRANCH 60 -
MCKEESPORT,
PENNSYLVANIA
Richard J. Heckel, 90,
of North Huntingdon, PA,
passed away Sunday,
March 6, 2016, at Excela
Health  Westmoreland.
He was born March 19, 1925 in Pittsburgh,
PA, son of the late Henry and Eva Holjack
Heckel. Prior to his retirement, Richard
worked in law enforcement as chief of police
for Penn Township in the 1950's, police of-
ficer for East Pittsburgh, Westinghouse Se-
curity, and a lab assistant for Westinghouse
Research, Churchill, PA. He was a member
of St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic Church
and a veteran of WWII and the Korean War,
having served in the Air Force with 20 years
of service. He enjoyed golfing and bowling.
Richard was a member of the First Catholic
Slovak Union. He served as Treasurer of
Branch 60 for 23 years (1990 - 2013). In
addition to his parents, he was preceded in
death by his first wife, Olga Bohince Heckel.
He is survived by his wife, Mary Balom-
bini Heckel; son, Brad Heckel and his wife,
Mary Jo; daughters, Deborah Worthy, De-
nise Arnold; sister, Gloria Nalovenko; and

three grandchildren, Austin, Bryn and Bria.
Friends were received at the James W.
Shirley Funeral Home, 176 Clay Pike, North
Huntingdon, on Wednesday, March 9. A fu-
neral service was held on Thursday, March
10, 2016, at St. Stephen Byzantine Catholic
Church. Interment followed in William Penn
Memorial Park.

- Submitted by Julie Perla, Branch 60
Secretary

EDWARD M. BOLCAR, JR.
BRANCH 156 -
BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA

Edward "Eddie" M. Bolcar, Jr. 58, of Beth-
lehem Twp. PA, passed away on February
11, 2016, in his home surrounded by his
loving family. He was the husband of Lynn
(Weaver) Bolcar. They celebrated 28 years
of marriage on September 2, 2015. Eddie
was born October 29, 1957, in Fountain
Hill, PA. He was the son of Edward, Sr. and
Irene (Kereczman) Bolcar. A 1975 graduate
of Liberty High School and Bethlehem Area
Vocational Technical School, Eddie was a 30
year employee of Moravian College, working
in the carpentry department until 2014. He
loved woodworking and cabinetry making. In
his spare time, he was an avid bowler, start-
ing out in the junior program and bowling in
many leagues throughout his adult career.
He was also a coach for the junior bowlers
at Town and Country from 1996-2009. When
he was no longer able to bowl, he turned
his sites to oil painting, which blossomed
into a new career of "Ed's Art and Frames".
Eddie's smile, competitive spirit, positive at-
titude and practical joke personality will be
sadly missed by family and friends. Sur-

continued on page 17

If each member would sign up just one new member, we could double our Society immediately

THINK ABOUT IT!




continued from page 16
vivors: He will be lovingly remembered by
his wife, Lynn; parents; Edward and Irene;
daughter, Alexandra Nicole; sister, Veronica,
wife of Paul Pavelko; mother-in-law, Ma-
rie Blair; nephew, Jeffrey Stofanak; niece,
Jennifer Fitzko; along with his furry friend,
Dylan. Celebration of Life Ceremony was
held on Wednesday, February 17, 2016, at 7
p.m. at Connell Funeral Home, Bethlehem,
PA. Friends and family called from 4 to 7
p.m. in the funeral home.

- Submitted by Edward Bolcar, Sr.

FRANCES M. PUSKAR
BRANCH 181 -
UNITED,
PENNSYLVANIA
Frances M. Puskar,
of United, PA, passed
away Wednesday, Feb.
10, 2016. Frances was

born June 1, 1924, the

daughter of Stanislaus and Frances Os-
trosky Golkosky. She was a member of the
former St. Stanislaus Church of Mammoth
and member of St. Florian's. She was active
in St. Florian's Rosary Altar Society and St.
Florian's Catholic Daughter.

In addition to her parents, Frances was
preceded in death by her devoted husband,
Frank Puskar Sr.; loving son, Frank Puskar
Jr.; infant children, Marie, Eugene and Patty;
great-grandson August Valentine Puskar;
sister Helen Adamrovich; and brothers Jo-
seph Golkosky and Ray Golkosky. She was
also preceded in death by her loving niece
and nephews, Susanne Malesky, Regis
Adamrovich and Thomas Adamrovich, for
whom she lovingly served as their guardian.

She is survived by her cherished grand-
sons: Stephen and Sandra (Lohr) Puskar, of
Acme, PA; Stanley and Monica (Klejka) Pus-
kar, of Latrobe, PA; Frank and Kim (Nagy)
Puskar, of Weltytown, PA; Gerald and Kathy
(Thomas) Puskar, of Acme; and Joseph and
Marcie (Wisneski) Puskar, of United: great-
grandchildren Noah and Kellen Puskar,
Alyse Puskar (fiance, Drew Clausen), Kyle
Puskar, Rachel Thomas, Katlyn Puskar, An-
drew Puskar, Hanna Dillon, Madalyn Pus-
kar, Nathan Puskar, Lexi Puskar and Sophia
Dillon; great-great-grandson Declan; niece
Sylvia (Bill) Hutira, whom she served as
guardian; sister-in-law Margaret Golkosky;
and numerous other wonderful nieces and
nephews.

Frances retired from Latrobe Hospital,
where she worked as a messenger for 13
years. Previous to this, she worked at St.
Anne Home, where she spent the last 2
1/2 years of her life. The family wishes to
personally thank the staff of St. Anne's who
all lovingly cared for her, adding humor,
compassion and friendship, as part of her
extended family. The family also wishes to
thank Heartland Hospice for their compas-
sionate support of our beloved "Nan."

- Submitted by Stephen Puskar

NANCY JONAS
HASSAY -
BRANCH 260 -
CAMPBELL, OHIO

A Memorial Mass of
Christian  Burial was
celebrated by the Rev.
Martin Celuch at 10 a.m.
on Wednesday, February

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 2016

OBITUARIES

24,2016, and friends and family called from
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., at Our Lady of Sor-
rows (St. Matthias) for Nancy Jean Jonas
Hassay, 85, who passed away peacefully on
the preceding Saturday afternoon of Febru-
ary 20, 2016.

She was born Dec. 24, 1930, in
Youngstown, a daughter of Herbert and
Rosella Dulovich Jonas.

Nancy was a 1948 graduate of Ursuline
High School and on Jan. 7, 1952, married
Theodore R. Hassay.

She was employed at various restaurants
throughout the Youngstown area, including
the Open Hearth, Ciceros and the Mansion.
Together with her hushand, Theodore, they
owned and operated Ted Hassay Tires for
44 years.

Nancy was a lifetime member of the
AM.A. and Our Lady of Sorrows (Holy
Name).

Her greatest joy was her family. She was
a loving mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother.

Many a Sunday and holiday where spent
creating loving memories around the family
dinner table.

Nancy is survived by her children Ted
Jr., Susan (Ambrose) Kalasky, Terry (Mel)
and Charlotte Good; 10 grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren; and her beloved cat,
Fuzzy.

Reuniting with her in heaven are her de-
voted husband, Theodore; her loving daugh-
ter, Jacqueline Rem; and her sons, Thomas
R. Sr. and Michael.

The Hassay family wishes to extend their
appreciation to the staff of St. Elizabeth
Health Center for their excellent service and
compassionate care during her stay.

- Submitted by Ted Hassay, Jr.

TERESA JOAN ‘TERRY’
(SIMKOVICH)
SACKETTE

BRANCH 266 -
HAZELTON,
PENNSYLVANIA

Teresa Joan “Terry’
(Simkovich) Sackette of
Beaver Meadows, PA,
passed away Wednes-
day evening, February 17, 2016, at Weath-
erwood Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
with loving family members at her side.

Terry was born in Beaver Meadows,
daughter of the late Joseph J. and Anna
(Steber) Simkovich.

She was a life member of the Parish of
Ss. Cyril and Methodius at the Church of St.
Joseph.

Terry graduated from Hazleton High
School and after that went to work for the
Standard-Speaker in the advertising depart-
ment for 47 years, from where she retired.

Terry had a heart of gold, a very caring
and special lady who always put the needs
of others ahead of her own. Terry was a
faithful supporter of many charities. She will
be greatly missed by family, friends and ac-
quaintances who knew her well, especially
by her caregivers, nephews, Joseph and
Jerome Grega, and their families.

She was preceded in death, in addition
to her parents, by her brothers and sisters,
John Simkovich, Helen Simkovich, Joseph
Simkovich, Anna Simkovich, Irene (Sim-
kovich) Grega, Sister Margaret Simkovich,
SSCM, Marie (Simkovich) Miller, Andrew

Simkovich and George Simkovich; a neph-
ew, Joseph Miller; and her former husband,
Paul “Butchie” Sackette.

“Aunt Terry” is survived by many nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews,
great-great-nieces,  great-great-nephews
and many cousins throughout the local area
and the rest of the country.

The funeral was held February 27, 2016,
at 10 a.m. with a Mass of Christian Burial
at the Parish of Ss. Cyril and Methodius at
the Church of St. Joseph, Hazleton, PA.
Interment followed in the parish cemetery.
Arrangements were under the direction of
Frank J. Bonin Funeral Home Inc., Hazleton.

- Submitted by Joseph Grega

MAGDALEN P. DEFRANK
BRANCH 591 -
CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS

Magdalen "Madge" P. DeFrank (nee Drat-
nol) age 90 of Chicago Heights, IL, passed
away on February 24, 2016. Beloved wife
of the late Constance "Sandy" DeFrank.
Loving mother of Sherry (John) Darnell of
South Chicago Heights and Sheila (Richard)
Husarik of Chicago Heights. Grandmother
"Baba" of Michael and Matthew Darnell.
Sister of the late Julia Elder and late Elsie
Brandt. Sister-in-law of Florence DeFrank.
Magdalen was a volunteer at the Humane
Society Resale Shop for many years and a
member of St. Ann's Choir. Visitation was
held on Monday, February 29, 2016, from
3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at Heartland Memorial
Center, Chicago Heights. A funeral Mass
was celebrated Tuesday, March 1, 2016, at
St. Liborius Church, with interment following
in Calvary Cemetery.

- Submitted by Sheila Husarik

ARTHUR J. FAYTA
BRANCH 706 -
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

On Thursday, March 10, 2016, Arthur J.
Fayta "Art" passed away at the age of 90.
Art and his wife, Barbara, lived in Dyer, IN,
for the past 18 years. They formerly lived
in Dolton, IL, and have been married for
55 years. Art was the loving father of: Mark
(Judy), Fayta, Michael Fayta, Lori (Larry)
Seida and Lynda (Terry) Tanis. He is the
cherished grandfather of: Adam, Chelsea,
Alex, Alexandrea, A.J., Julian and Ayden;
dearest brother of: the late William (Marion)
and the late Stephen Fayta; dear brother-
in-law of: Edward (Pam) Dudzik and Ken-
neth (Ruth) Dudzik; and the fond uncle of
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many nieces and nephews. Art was a Vet-
eran of the U.S. Army, Air Force and served
in World War Il as a Staff Sargeant for the
676th Bomb Squadron. He flew in dozens
of missions over Japan during the war. Art
played minor league baseball during the
late 1940’s for various teams including the
Batavia Clippers. He was a retired carpenter
and a retired Treasurer for District Il. He also
enjoyed bowling and golfed even through
his eighties. Art was buried at Holy Cross
Cemetery in Calumet City, IL, near his wife’s
parents and among several friends. He is
well-loved by his family and friends and will
be greatly missed.

- Submitted by Lynda Tanis, Branch 706
Secretary

BERTHA KUCHAR
BRANCH 756 -
OWOSSO, MICHIGAN

Bertha Kuchar, age
97 of Henderson, M,
passed away Monday,
February 1, 2016 at Oli-
ver Woods Retirement
Village.

A Mass of Christian
burial was held at 11am
Thursday, February 4, 2016, at St. Paul
Catholic Church with Fr. Michael O'Brien
officiating. Burial followed at St. Michael
Cemetery in Oakley, MI. The family received
friends at Nelson-House Funeral Home on
Wednesday from 2 to 8pm with a rosary
prayed at 7pm.

Bertha was born May 26, 1918 in Bannis-
ter, MI, the daughter of James and Helen
(Podalak) Cermak.

She married Paul Kuchar at St. Michael
Catholic Church on October 10, 1936; he
predeceased her on April 18, 1990.

Bertha was a homemaker and spent her
life raising and caring for her family.

Bertha is survived by her son John
(Elaine) Kuchar; daughter-in-law Marilyn
Kuchar; grandchildren Sharon Kuchar, Mi-
chael (Neva) Kuchar, Tom Kuchar and Brian
Kuchar; great-grandchildren Cameron and
Connor; sisters Mildred Eberle and Mary
Mead; sister-inlaw Clara Cermak; many
nieces, nephews and other loving family and
friends.

She was predeceased by her husband
Paul L. Kuchar, son Louis Kuchar, 2 broth-
ers and 3 sisters.

- Submitted by Steve Patoprsty, Branch
756 President

Address Changes”?

Readers are reminded that all address changes for the
JEDNOTA newspaper must be done at the Home Office
in Independence, Ohio. If you have an address change,

cancellation, or wish to receive the paper, write to: First
Catholic Slovak Union, FCSU Corporate Center, 6611
Rockside Road, Suite 300, Independence, OH 44131-
2398; Phone: 1/800-JEDNOTA (1/800-533-6682); Fax:
1-216-642-4310; or E-mail: fcsu@fcsu.com.
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Ohio District 10's Evening
of Fun & Fraternalism

On Saturday, March 19,2016 at 7:00pm
at Quickens Loans Arena in downtown
Cleveland, OH, some 92 members and
guests of District 10 of the First Catholic
Slovak Union - including Branches 24,
450, 553, and 855 - watched the Lake
Erie Monsters win against the Manitoba
Moose before an almost sold-out crowd.
Afun evening of fraternalism was enjoyed
by all
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- From the Ofhce of the Executive Secretary -

BRANCH REQUIREMENTS FOR BRANCH STIPEND
The following are requirements to complete in order to qualify for your branch stipend:

Bylaw Section 4.05 FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS:

“By the end of March of each year, the Home Office shall pay each local branch $5.00 per
member, per year, not to exceed $8,000.00, provided the local branch has fulfilled the following
requirements:

(@)  Published, announced and conducted two (2) semiannual meetings, one (1) of which
shall be an annual meeting held for the election of officers. Meeting attendance (sign in) sheets
or copies shall accompany the reports submitted to the Executive Secretary.

(b)  Submitted an annual report to the Executive Secretary on a provided form, by Febru-
ary 15th of the following year.

(c)  Submitted a financial report to the Executive Secretary on a provided form, by Febru-
ary 15th of the following year.

(d)  Hosted, sponsored, promoted, or attended at least one (1) fraternal activity in the past
year.

()  Produced at least one (1) new contract in the previous calendar year. Branches with
two hundred fifty (250) or more members must produce at least two (2) new contracts.

(f Provided the Home Office, on a continuing basis, current addresses of members and
completed change of beneficiary forms, death reports, and such other documents as required
by the Home Office.

(9)  Sent a branch representative to attend at least one (1) district meeting per calendar
year. Those in attendance at the district meeting may vote to provide a branch with an excused
absence.

1. Members attending a district meeting shall sign an attendance sheet evidencing their
presence at the event. No later than February 15th the District shall notify the Executive Secre-
tary of those branches failing to meet this attendance requirement of article “g” above.

2. The Executive Secretary shall publish no later than May 1st in the Official Organ those
branches failing to meet the requirement of section 4.05.

(h)  Maintained good standing within its district by paying current fiscal year

dues and any dues that may be outstanding from previous years.

(i) The requirements of this Section must be met by the branch to receive payment

of any other compensation.

Bylaw Section 14. RULES GOVERNING LOCAL BRANCHES

14.01 General Rules

a) Branch and district meetings shall be held in the close proximity of the hub of its mem-
bers. The meetings shall be held at least semiannually, one of which must be for the elections of
officers, who shall assume their duties upon election. Notice of each of these meetings shall
be published in the Official Organ at least thirty (30) days in advance of such meeting.

b) The local branches are authorized to establish their own rules and regulations for the

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
AS OF APRIL 1, 2016 THE FOLLOWING BRANCHES DID NOT MEET
ALL OF THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR THEIR 2015 BRANCH STIPEND
PER BYLAW 4.05 FINANCIAL OBLIGATION &
PER BYLAW 14.01 RULES GOVERNING LOCAL BRANCHES

Branch # Branch # Branch # Branch # Branch #
001P 164K 326K 487K 721K
002K 165K 327K 497K 729K
004K 169P 330K 505K 733K
007K 175K 333K 510K 735K
016P 189K 335K 512K 754K
038K 189P 348K 514K 756K
041K 198P 353K 517K 769K
053K 199K 353P 543K 774K
064K 200K 358K 567K 777K
083K 211K 362K 571K 780K
086K 215K 368K 584K 796K
090K 221K 373K 586K 823K
096K 224K 380K 591K 831K
098K 226P 381K 600K 842K
102K 233K 388K 615K 844K
108K 238K 402K 618K 852K
110K 240P 403K 635K 858K
114pP 260K 404K 636K 862K
121K 270K 414K 638K 888K
122K 278K 417K 652K 890K
124K 280K 429K 667K

128K 299K 430K 686K

132K 308K 434K 700K

136K 315K 456K 701K

144P 319K 461K 702K

149K 321P 465K 704K

152K 322K 472K 706K

156K 324K 484K 714K

operation and control of their branch and members in accordance with the Charter and Bylaws
of the FCSU.

(c)  Local branches may use the ritual form and prayers as contained in Section 20 of
these Bylaws.

(d) Every local branch may observe the anniversary of its patron saint in a manner con-
forming to the Roman or Eastern churches of the Catholic Church.

(e)  ABranch or District Officer who ceases to be a resident within a general area of a
branch or district he/she represents is automatically disqualified from office. An exception may
be granted by the President and the Executive Secretary.

on will not be permitted to send any delegates to that Convention, excluding Canada.

St. Mary Byzantine Catholic Church

In Conjunction with:
The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
& Holy Spirit Byzantine Church

Presents...
A Forum on Respect

Our lives are busy, filled with distractions and messages that are often contrary to
God'’s ultimate plan for our lives. We can easily get caught up in the confusion of our
society, and forget who we are as created beings. Join us as we dive in to this

FEATURING...

Dr. Ray Guarendi John Popp & Rita Basalla
Saturday, May 7, 2016 from 11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M

The Crystal Chalet, 3600 Biddulph Ave., Cleveland, OH 44109.

Pre-order tickets for $15.00 per adult
$8 per child (ages 12-17)
Multi-child discount (12-17) $5.00 per ticket

Please visit our website for information and registration at
http://stmarybyz.com/
Or call
(216) 741-7979

Answer to Puzzie

Solution to Puzzle from page 11
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The officers of Branch 595 in Muskegon Heights, MI (R to L): Susan Hornik,
Recording Secretary; Dave Cooper, Treasurer; Cora Garcia, President; Doug
Zuidema, Financial Secretary; and Shirley Goodman, Vice President.

Branch 595’s March Meeting

Branch 595 recently held a meeting on March 20, 2016, at Tatra Hall in Muskegon Heights,
MI. After the meeting the members enjoyed a fraternal luncheon at the Hall, a popular local
venue for various entertainment functions and meals throughout the year.

- Submitted by Rudy Bernath, Region 7 Director

Visit Slovakia "The Old Country"

Join the 19th Annual Youngstown/
Spisska Nova Ves Sister Cities Tour July
8-July 22, 2016
Remember how your parents or grand-
parents referred to their birthplace as the
“the old country?” Well now is the time
for you to sit down and talk with the oldest
members of your family to learn about their
birthplaces in the old country. There is so
much beauty and charm in their ancestral
land, and it's all there just waiting for your
visit. So get your passport and let’s go.
Join Jim and Kay Bench as they host
the 19th Annual Youngstown/ SpiSska
Nova Ves Sister Cities tour from July 8-July
22,2016. We will be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Youngstown/SpiSska Nova Ves
Sister Cities agreement so get your dancing shoes ready for the time of your life.

In 2016, you will see the capitol of Slovakia, Bratislava, located on the Danube River.
Since joining the European Union, you will see how the villages, towns and cities have been
restored to their former beauty. Unique to our trip is a reception with the mayor of our sister
city, Spisska Nova Ves, complete with entertainment and a formal signing of the city registry
for all tour participants. You will enjoy traditional Slovak food, attend several kolibas, enjoy
shopping, go whitewater rafting on the Dunajec River (the natural border between Poland
and Slovakia), visit villages such as Ciémany where you will see decorated homes, visit
historic Tichy Potok (a village of 324 people), stay in a beautiful spa in Slia¢ and enjoy the
thermal waters, indoor and outdoor pools, saunas and other amenities. Visit many of the
Unesco sites, castles, and churches — especially the oldest church in Slovakia located in
Nitra. Attend and participate in a mock wedding in traditional Slovak kroj. Wine tasting is
a favorite to many participants. There are so many things to see and do, too numerous to
mention in this short article. Remember, our trip is fourteen days so you really get to see
Slovakia, visit family, and have time for shopping.

A Youngstown/SpiSska Nova Ves Sister Cities tour includes an English speaking tour
guide, large air conditioned bus with restroom, first class hotel accommodations, great food
and entertainment.

Kay and Jim are seasoned travelers, who must be doing something right as people are
returning for their 5th and 6th time! The tour makes changes yearly. They have a luncheon
several weeks before the tour leaves, along with travel agent Paul Hudak, to answer ques-
tions. They tell you what type of clothing to take, how to pack, weather conditions, money
exchange, where and how to carry your money, medications etfc.

For additional information contact Jim or Kay Bench:
. Jim Bench cell phone 724-858-5843 e-mail jmbench@yahoo.com
. Kay Bench cell phone 724-771-7900 e-mail skbench@gmail.com

Travel arrangements are made through Adventure International Travel. Call Paul Hudak
at 216-228-7171 or 800-542-2487 or Fax 216-228-7174. E-Mail Paul@advintravel.com
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Andrew M. Hirt, Branch 682,

Honored with Community Award

Andrew M. (Drew) Hirt, Vice President of Branch 682 (St. George Lodge), was the
recipient of the 2016 Outstanding Community Partner Award at the Youngstown State
University STEM College Awards Dinner on February 17. Mr. Hirt is the President of
and Senior Scientist for Materials Drew is a product of the Catholic School system in
Youngstown OH, having attended St. Matthias grade school and Cardinal Mooney High
School. With a calling to science from an early age (5), Drew pursued his goal to become
a scientist and received his B.S. degree in Physics from the Case Institute of Technol-
ogy in 1977. He continued his education at Rutgers University in New Jersey, where he
did graduate work in Materials Science. He also holds certifications in surface analysis
and microscopy, having authored over fifty professional papers and books over the span
of his 40 year career in science. His prior professional experience includes Technical
Assistant for the Case Institute of Technology (CIT), employment as a lab scientist for
Perkin-Elmer, Physical Electronics Division and Laboratory Manager for Structure Probe,
Inc. MRL was founded in New Jersey in 1988 and moved to Ohio in 1993 when many of
the R&D centers located in New Jersey dispersed throughout the country. In addition to
its efforts in analytical R&D and failure analysis, the company employs summer and part-
time students, makes its facilities available to elementary, high school and college level
students and works with several universities on publishable R&D projects. Mr. Hirt has
numerous professional affiliations and is listed in “American Men and Women of Science”
and “Madison’s Who's Who of Professionals”. Drew is involved in the American Phys-
ics Society (AVS/APS), the American Chemical Society (ACS), ASM International, the
Catalysis Society and several other professional groups and actively participates in local,
national and international meetings and symposia. Drew is married to his business part-
ner, Carol Jean Hirt, who specializes in electron microscopy. Drew and Carol work with
several community groups including the Struthers Rotary (Drew is currently president),
the Struthers School Foundation for Educational Excellence, the Chamber of Commerce
and the CASTLO community improvement corporation. Their company (MRL) is involved
with the internship programs with YSU and serves as a senior project mentor site for the
Westminster College Chemistry Department. Drew is also currently an Adjunct Professor
with the YSU chemistry department and MRL has partnered with the STEM program on
several of their recent instrument grant awards. He also sings and plays guitar at Christ
Our Savior Parish, Holy Trinity Church.

-
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From the Desk of the Executive
Secretary — Holiday Hours

The Home Office and Jednota Estates Office will be closed on
Monday, May 30, 2016, in observance of Memorial Day.
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Matica Slovenska Produces Fr. Furdek Video

Headquartered in Martin, Slovakia, the Matica
Slovenska is Slovakia's scientific and cultural
institution focusing on topics around the Slovak
nation.

Recently, it produced a video on Fr. Stefan
Furdek, who was brought to Cleveland, OH, from
Slovakia as a young seminarian by the Cleve-
land Catholic Diocese to minister to Czech and
Slovak-speaking parishioners, and who later - as an ordained priest and Slovak activis
- founded the First Catholic Slovak Union.

To view the video in Slovak on Fr. Stefan Furdek, go to

http:/ftinyurl.com/jm4nfgq.
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NITRA: Biskupstvo hl'ada rieSenie, ako zaradit’ deti asyrskych ute¢encov do $kal
Rodiny krestanskych ute¢encov z Iraku sa z azylového pobytového tabora v Humennom presunuli do svojich novych domovov
v Nitre a okoli mesta. Momentalne st ubytovani v priestoroch, ktoré im poskytlo Biskupstvo Nitra. To sa v st¢asnosti usiluje vyriesit
problém, €o so Skolopovinnymi detmi. Do Nitry a okolia sa pristahovalo 25 rodin asyrskych krestanov, ktori hovoria aramejsky.
Z celkovo 149 imigrantov tvoria deti do 15 rokov priblizne tretinu. Ob&ianske zdruzenie Pokoj a dobro zabezpeduje vyucbu sloven-
ského jazyka pre dospelych, rodindm poskytuje prostrednictvom svajich odbornych pracovnikov sociéine a pravne poradenstvo.

Uspesny podnikatel, ma iba 27 rokov a uz by mohol ist’ do penzie

Slovak Andrej Pancik s dvoma spoluziakmi z Oxfordu zalozili firmy, ktoré zarabaju miliny. Jeho posledny projekt Represent,
ktory sa preslavil vdaka tomu, Ze ho vyuzivaji hollywoodske hviezdy ¢i znami Sportovci, kipila americkd firma Customlnk za sto
miliénov. Pancik je jednym z naich najvacsich podnikatelskych talentov.

Kde je ¢akanie na vlak najprijemnejsie

Na Slovensku otestovali 10 viakovych stanic na najvytazenejsich tratiach Slovenska. Viaceré z nich presli rekonStrukciou.
Zaujimave je, ze hoci st v nich k dispozicii viaceré bufety Ci reStauracie, malokde varia cez vikend. Rovnako boli niekde zruSené
Uschovne batoziny - dajne pre nezaujem cestujucich. Najlepsie v hodnoteni dopadli stanice v KoSiciach, Trnave a vo Vrttkach.

) Cifiania mieria aj do slovenského turizmu

Cinska spolocnost CEFC (China Energy Company Limited) stupfiuje svoj nakupny apetit na Geskom trhu. Najnovsie oznamila,
Ze vstupuje do najvacsieho online predajcu dovoleniek v Cesku Invia.cz. Tato firma méa pobocku aj na Slovensku. Invia.sk sice na
n slovenskom trhu nepatri k najvacsim sprostredkovatelom dovoleniek, ale mé tah na branu. V roku 2014 mala trzby len okolo
2,3 miliona eur, o vSak predstavovalo narast 0 50 percent. Jej zisk v tom istom roku vzrastol dokonca o 112 percent na 539.000
eur. Cifiania by mohli vyuzit kipu Invia.cz ako odrazovy mostik na dotiahnutie viac ¢inskych turistov do strednej Eurépy, ale aj
do Nemecka, kde je trh ovela vacsi. Slovenské cestovky zatial nevidia vstup ¢inskych investorov do Invia.cz ako priamu hrozbu.

Ruski No€ni vici planuji znova jazdu z Moskvy do Berlina, trasa vedie aj cez SR

Motocyklisti z ruského klubu Nocni vici, ktorych vianajsia akcia pri prileZitosti okrihleho vyrocia ukoncenia druhej svetovej vojny
vyvolala nemaly rozruch v krajindch strednej a vychodnej Eurdpy, sa mienia 29. aprila vydat opét z Moskvy na cestu do Berlina.
Prijazd do nemeckej metropoly je naplanovany na 9. méja, informoval v Moskve $éf Nocnych vikov Alexandr Zaldostanov. Podfa
jeho slov sa na trasu veducu cez pét Stétov - Bielorusko, Polsko, Slovensko, Rakusko a Cesko - vyda vacsi pocet motocyklistov
ako viani. Informovali o tom ruskeé, polské i ceske elektronické media. Samotny $éf motocyklistického klubu blizkeho Kremlu, ktory
uz vlani nedostal vstupné schengenskeé viza, sa zrejme do jazdy nezapoji ani tento rok, pretoze figuruje na zozname o0sob, na ktoré
Eurdpska Unia uvalila sankcie.

Peter Sagan vyhral 100. ro¢nik
klasiky Okolo Flimska

Slovensky cyklista Peter Sagan sa stal
vitazom jubilejného 100. rocnika belgickej kla-
siky Okolo Flamska. Jazdec Tinkoffu triumfo-
val na 255 km dlhej trati z Briig do Oudenaarde
pred Svajé¢iarom Fabianom Cancellarom a pri-
pisal si na konto najvacsi ispech v profikolotoci.

Sagan sa stal iba piatym muzom v historii,
ktory vyhral prestizny “monument” v dahovom
drese uradujiiceho majstra sveta. Treti skoncil
Belgican Sep Vanmarcke. “Boli to supernarocné
preteky od zaciatku az do konca. Po sto kilo-
metroch som mal mensie problémy. Bolo tam
vela padov a musel som menit’ obe kolesa. Aj
vd’aka m6jmu timu som sa vSak dostal na dobré
pozicie. Dnesny triumf by som chcel venovat 3 , FOTO: TASR
dvom cyklistom Antoineovi Demoitiemu a Na _sn_'mke slovensky reprezentant v
Daanovi Mynheerovi, ktorf minuly tyzdei zom- CYklistike Peter Sagan.
reli. Cheem si toto vitazstvo patricne vychutnat
a potom uz za¢nem mysliet na d’alsiu klasiku
Pariz-Roubaix,” povedal Sagan v rozhovore pre
stanicu Eurosport.

Sagan rozhodol o svojom triumfe 15 km pred cielom pri stipani na posledny “kockovy”
kopec Paterberg, po ktorom sa odputal od Vanmarckeho. V zavereénej rovinatej Casti pretekov
svoj naskok este zveladil a odolal naporu Cancellaru, ktory vo Flamsku nenasiel premozitel’a
pred dvomi rokmi, ked prave na Paterbergu striasol zo seba Sagana. Sto kilometrov pred cielom
sa preteky skoncili pre jedného zo spolufavoritov Belgicana Grega van Avermaeta, ktory si po
pade zlomil kl'a¢nu kost’.

Slovak cyclist Peter Sagan won the
100" jubilee Belgium classic around
Flanders, Belgium.
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DOPRAVA: KoSice maju s letecké spojenie s VarSavou

Polské aerolinie LOT 30. marca inauguraénym letom zaviedli letecku linku medzi Koicami a VarSavou. Lietat sa bude Sestkrat
tyzdenne s odletom z KoSic 0 5.35 h a spiatocnym letom z Varavy 0 22.35 h.

Podla Ivety Nifajovej z organizécie Koice - Turizmus je zriadenie linky otvorenim KoSic svetu. ,Toto spojenie otvéra dalSich
niekolko destinacii nielen v Eurdpe, ale v celom svete. Kosicania sa mozu velmi rychlo dostat do Azie i Ameriky. Zaroven mozu
vyuZit nové letisko vo VarSave, ktoré je velmi dostupné. Na jednom podlaZi st vSetky brany. Ked Clovek prestupuje, tak sa vie velmi
rychlo dostat na prestupovy let, uviedla Ninajova, ktoré veri, ze nové letecke spojenie pomdZze rozvoju turizmu nielen v KoSiciach,
ale i vo Vlysokych Tatrach, nakolko turisti z Pol'ska mali dihodobo problém s pristupom.

Krasokorculovanie-MS: Rajiova si vybojovala postup do volnych jazd
Slovenska krasokorculiarka Nicole Rajicova koncom marca posttipila na MS v Bostone do volnych jazd v sitazi jednotlivkyr.
Za kratky program ziskala od rozhodcov 56,56 b., €o jej po 25 vystlipeniach stacilo na priebeznu Stvrtd priecku. Na Starte bolo edte
dvanast pretekarok, najhorsie mohla obsadit 16. poziciu. Vo finalovych volnych jazdach ma miestenku 24 najlepsich. Rajicova,
ktora obsadila na januarovych ME v Bratislave 12. priecku, predviedla elegantn jazdu s jedinou chybou pri kombinacii dvoch
trojitych toeloopoch v Gvode predstavenia. Za svojim sezénnym maximom v kratkom programe zaostala o0 0,68 b.

Slovaci v zahrani¢i pumpujui do slovenskej ekonomiky miliardy
Slovakov, ktori odisli do cudziny za pracou je okolo 250-tisic. AZ tretina z nich posiela peniaze svojim pribuznym naspat na Slo-
vensko. Takuto finanénu pomoc podavaju najma pracujlici z Ceska, Britanie, Rakuska ¢i Nemecka. Ukazal to prieskum spolocnosti
Money Service SK. Peniaze od rodiny pracujucej za hranicami Slovenska pomahajli aj slovenskej ekonomike. Podporuju totiz
domécu spotrebu. Peniaze dostavaju [udia od pribuznych najma v regiénoch s vysokou nezamestnanostou.

Tatranci lakaju: Pridte k nam, tu je to bezpecné
Zaujem o dovolenku na Slovensku narasté. Minuly rok priniesol najvacsi pocet turistov, spolu ich bolo vy3e 4,3 miliona. Tento
rok pride pod Tatry este viac dovolenkarov. MoZe za to aj napata medzinarodna situdcia, toky a hrozby teroristov. Preto aj Slovaci
hradaju destinacie bez rizika a mnohi zvazuju letnd dovolenku doma na Slovensku.

V Nozdrkovciach pri Trencine vyrobili kotviace lana pre najvacsiu lod sveta Harmony of the Seas, ktora v marci na zapade
Franctzska prvykrat vyplavala na more. Firmu zaloZila v roku 2003 materska nérska spoloénost TIMM, ktora vyraba lana uZ tristo
rokov. Partia slovenskych vjvojérov a zamestnancov v spolupréci s norskymi viastnikmi sa prepracovala az medzi firmy v lodnom
priemysle. ,Velmi nas to tesi, sme radi, ze dokazeme konkurovat svetu*, povedal riadite firmy TIMM Slovakia Roman Smid

Vyber zo slovenskej tlace

Na Slovensku je vyse 200 kalvarii

“Slovensko je kriZzovymi cestami priam posiate ...

Pocas Vel'kého piatka, ked’ si veriaci pripominali utrpenie a smrt’ JeziSa Krista na Gol-
gote, sa v mnohych katolickych kostoloch, v uliciach miest a obci a na kalvariach konali
krizové cesty. Modlitby a procesie veriacich sa uskutocnili napriklad na Kalvarskom vrchu
v Bratislave, v Skalici, v Nitre, PreSove, KoSiciach, na Hore Zvir ned’aleko Litmanovej a
mnohych inych miestach.

Ako konstatoval mlady cestovatel’, fotograf a autor cestovatel'skych blogov o sloven-
skych kalvariach Miroslav Lisinovi¢, Slovensko je krizovymi cestami priam posiate a na
rozdiel od susednych Statov ich ma omnoho viac. Nachadzaju sa v aredloch kostolov, nad
mestami a obcami, ale aj na odl'ahlych miestach v prirode.

Lisinovi¢ fotograficky zdokumentoval a prezentoval na svojom blogu 196 kalvarii, ale
navstivil ich ovel'a viac. Medzi najkrajsie, najvacsie a najhodnotnejsie patri podl'a neho
kalvéria nad Banskou Stiavnicou. Ide o barokové dielo jezuitského pétra Frantiska Pergera
z polovice 18. storocia a pozostava z 23 stavieb. Tato kalvaria sa v siicasnosti podrobuje
vel'mi potrebnej a nakladnej obnove.

Originalna svojim spracovanim je kalvéria nad Starym Smokovcom vo Vysokych Tat-
rach, ktort vytvorili mladi umelci a jednotlivé zastavenia st vyjadrené roznymi formami.
Téato kalvaria je zaroven najvyssie polozenou na Slovensku.

Kalvaria na Slanickom ostrove je originalna tym, Ze navstevnik sa na fu dostane iba
lod’ou. Byvala obec Slanica aj tri zastavenia krizovej cesty st totiz zatopené vodami Orav-
skej priehrady. Jednou z najodl'ahlejsich kalvarii na Slovensku je putnické miesto Micova
Jama pri Zborove nad Bystricou. Medzi zaujimavé kalvarie patri podl'a Lisinovica aj kal-
véria v PreSove, v Partizanskom, v Zarnovici, v Rybanoch, v Hosti a inych miestach.

Z iniciativy konkrétnych l'udi z farnosti a s finan¢nou podporou dobrovolnych darcov
vznikaju v sti¢asnosti aj nové kalvarie s pouzitim modernych materialov ako je beton, sklo,
ocel, alebo z klasického dreva v netradi¢nom spracovani.

TASR
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Slovaci nie su ochotni cestovat za pracou

Neochota cestovat’ za pracou, nedostatok pracovnych skusenosti, nerealne platové
ocakavania ¢i slaba znalost’ cudzieho jazyka. Toto st najcastejSie nedostatky kandidatov
pri hl'adani si prace. Ukazal to najnovsi prieskum medzi manazérmi 91 firiem zo Slo-
venska, ktory zrealizovala personalna agenttra Grafton Slovakia. Spolo¢nost’ uskutocnila
prieskum medzi firmami pocas februarového veltrhu prace Profesia Days.

Zamestnavatelia ako jeden z najCastejSie sa opakujucich a vnimanych nedostatkov
zhodne oznacili neochotu ziadatel'ov dochadzat’ do prace a budiceho zamestnania. Tento
nedostatok oznacilo celkom 15,38 % zamestnavatel'ov. Prave ti s vSak s cielom néjdenia
vhodného kandidata ochotni buducemu zamestnancovi poskytnut’ ako jeden z benefitov
finan¢ny prispevok v podobe uhrady transportu do prace. Z prieskumu vyplyva, ze takmer
polovica spolo¢nosti poskytuje bonus preplacania az 100 % hodnoty cestovného a viac ako
33 % zamestnavatel'ov svojim zamestnancom uhradza polovicu vynalozenych cestovnych
nakladov.

“Pocas praxe a vyhodnocovania vyberovych konani sa u kandidatov stretavame so zauj-
mom pracovného zaradenia len v mieste svojho bydliska, pripadne jeho bezprostrednej
blizkosti. Uchadzaci o pracu sa neraz nazdavaju, ze dochadzanie do prace by ich ukraco-
valo o Cas a priestor na volny Cas,” skonstatoval manazér spoloc¢nosti Grafton Slovakia

Miroslav Garaj. Zaroven uviedol, ze v pripade, ak sa buduici zamestnavatel’ nachadza vo
vzdialenosti do priblizne 80 kilometrov, kandidat sa neraz ukracuje o moznost’ najdenia
preferovaného pracovného zaradenia, ktoré by mal v pripade zaujmu zvazit.

Okrem preplacania cesty do prace medzi najvyuzivanejSie benefity zamestnania patri
u takmer troch $tvrtin spolo¢nosti aj moznost” absolvovania vybranych Skoleni a vzdela-
vacich programov. Obl'ibené jazykové kurzy ponuka 56,04 % dopytovanych spolo¢nosti
a viac ako polovica zamestnavatel'ov informuje kandiddtov o moznosti kariérneho rastu v
spolocnosti.

Prieskum spolo¢nosti d’alej ukazal, ze uchadza¢i maji malo pracovnych skusenosti,
nerealne platové oCakavania, neovladaju cudzi jazyk. Taktiez nevedia, ¢o cheu, teda neve-
dia reagovat’ a zodpovedat’ otazku, preco chcu pracovat’ v danej spolo¢nosti. “Jednym
zo zaujimavych zisteni prieskumu je eSte stale velmi vysoké Cislo a fakt potvrdzujici
nepripravenost’ kandidatov na pracovny pohovor. Hovorime az o 18,68 % ziadatel'och o
pracu. Vysledok je prekvapivy v tom, ze faza pripravy na pracovny pohovor ¢i vyberové
konanie patri k zdsadnym bodom tspesného absolvovania vyberového procesu,” dodal
Garaj.

TASR
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Ozndmenia spolkov a spoloc¢enské podujatia
Konzuldrne dni SR v NY v Chicagu, IL

Generalny konzulat Slovenskej republiky v New Yorku organizuje konzularne dni dna
28. aprila 2016 (Stvrtok) od 1:00 do 8:00 hod. Vecer a 29. aprila 2016 (piatok) od 1:00 hod.
poobede do 8:00 hod. vecer, v restauracii KLAS/KLAS Restaurant, 5734 W. Cermak Road,
Cicero, IL 60804.

Konzularne dni budu zamerané na konzularne tkony, pri ktorych sa podla zakona
vyzaduje osobna pritomnost ziadatel'a. Podrobne informacie : www.mzv.sk/web/cgnework

Vystava “Krisy Slovenska” na ieneralnom konzulite v New Yorku
Pr1 prilezitosti nadchddzajuceho slovenského predsednictva v Rade Eurdpskej unie od 1.
jula 2016 pripravil generalny konzulat v New Yorku vystavu ,, Krasy Slovenska .
Navstevnici generalneho konzulatu maji moznost’ vzhliadnut' tito vystavu v nasich
priestoroch pocas Giradnych hodin.
MZV SR

Polro¢na densk4 schédza Okresu Stefana Krasulu IKS]
Oznamujeme vietkym ¢lenom, Ze polroénd &lenskd schodza Okresu Stefana ~Krasulu
Spolok ¢. 16 Prvej Katolickej Slovenskej Jednoty sa bude konat’ v nedel'u 22. maja 2016
o 1: 00 hodine odpoludnia v malej sdle Slovenského kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého
v New York City, 411 East 66st Street, 1st Avenue, NYC. Prosime predsedov vsetkych
spolkov, ktoré patria do nasho Okresu, aby poslali ¢o najviac delegatov. Upozoriiujeme,
ze aj nedelegati st vitani. Na programe bude podanie financnej spravy a priprava ¢innosti
na budice obdobie. Po polrocnej Clenskej schodzi sa bude podavat’ obcerstvenie, ktoré

pripravia ¢lenovia Spolku sv. Matusa €. 45 IKSJ. Ostdvam s krestanskym pozdravom
Henrieta H. Daitova, tajomnicka

Nad Slovenskom budd v ramci
cvicenia prelietavat americké lietadld

Nad uzemim Slovenskej republiky budu od aprila do maja prelietavat’ vojenské lietadla Spoje-
nych statov americkych. Informuje o tom ministerstvo obrany s tym, ze ide o sicast’ planovane;j
a dlhodobo koordinovanej vycvikovej aktivity alianéného partnera.

,Kolektivna bezpecnost’ je v stredoeuropskom priestore kl'icova. Vzajomné zladenie postu-
pov ¢i znalost’ terénu umoznuje efektivne nasadenie spojeneckych jednotiek v pripade krizove;j
situdcie, a to tak vojenského, ako aj nevojenského charakteru. Podobné vycvikové aktivity st
preto bezné, ako nad nasim izemim, tak aj nad izemim ostatnych ¢lenskych Statov Severoatlan-
tickej aliancie,” povedal Statny tajomnik rezortu obrany Ivan Macovsky.

Spojené Staty americké dostali povolenie na prelet lietadiel Hercules C-130 v nizkych leto-
vych hladinach. ,,Na tieto prelety boli vydané riadne diplomatické povolenia Ministerstva za-
hrani¢nych veci a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR v koordinacii s nasimi ozbrojenymi silami. Takéto
prelety boli v rdmci cviceni schvalované aj v minulosti,” doplnil Macovsky.

Lety by mali byt realizované na severnom a strednom Slovensku. Rezort obrany touto cestou
ubezpecuje obyvatel'ov, Ze vetky konkrétne prelety budu zo strany USA vopred ohlasené a do-
drzanie stanovenych podmienok bude monitorované.

TASR

o O O
0’0 0.0 0’0

V Kosiciach si ekumenickym sprievodom
pripomenuli velkono¢né tajomstvo

Ekumenickym pasiovym sprievodom si 25. marca v KoSiciach pripomenuli umucenie,
ukrizovanie a zmftvychvstanie JeziSa Krista. Na sprievode, ktory ma dlhoro¢nt tradiciu,
sa zcastnilo niekol’ko stoviek l'udi.

Sprievodu sa v metropole vychodného Slovenska pravidelne zucastiiuju cirkvi, ktoré
maju v meste zastipenie. Okrem rimskokatolickej, evanjelickej a. v. a gréckokatolickej
cirkvi nechybaju ani veriaci z Reformovanej krestanskej cirkvi na Slovensku, Apostolske;j
cirkvi, Bratskej jednoty baptistov, Cirkvi bratskej a Cirkvi ¢eskoslovenskej husitskej. Ako
uviedol za organizatorov duchovny reformovanej krestanskej cirkvi v KoSiciach Jaroslav
Széles, hlavnou témou dnesného sprievodu bolo Bozie milosrdenstvo, ako aj milosrden-
stvo ¢loveka k ¢loveku na motive biblického milosrdného Samaritana.
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Slovenska technicka univerzita v prvej
500-ke elitnych svetovych univerzit

Do prvej 500-ky elitnych svetovych univerzit sa dostala Slovenska technicka univerzita
(STU) v Bratislave. V nedavno zverejnenom rebricku QS World University Rankings sa
umiestnila na pozicii 401-450 v kategorii Poéitacové vedy a informacné technologie

“STU sa umiestnila ako najlepsia zo Slovenska aj v d’alSich hodnotenych kategoriach,
konkrétne v architekture, stavebnictve, chemickom inzinierstve, strojnictve, elektrotechni-
ke, materialovom inzinierstve a v matematike,” uviedla Settey Hajduchova. Ako dodala,
v niektorych tychto kategériach dosiahla dokonca lepSie (stavebnictvo, matematika), i
priblizne rovnaké (elektrotechnika, strojnictvo) skore ako pri pocitacovych vedach, avSak
hodnotitelia v nich zostavili rebric¢ek len najlepsich 100 ¢i 200 univerzit.

“Docahujeme na svetovu $picku a verim, ze pojdeme vysSie. Mame na to vSetky pred-
poklady — skusenych ucitel'ov, nové laboratdria s unikatnymi pristrojmi, medzinarodne
respektovany vyskum a intenzivnu spolupracu s podnikmi. Za kvalitnym vzdelanim a ve-
dou nemusia Studenti odchadzat’ do zahranicia,” uviedol rektor STU Robert Redhammer.

Rebricek QS World University Rankings patri do tzv. Velkej trojky najstarSich sveto-
vych rebrickov univerzit: QS World University Rankings, ARWU- Sanghajsky rebricek,
Times Higher Education World.

QS World University Ranking hodnotil 4226 univerzit sveta, do poradia nakoniec za-
radil 945 z nich. Rozdelil ich do 42 kategoérii od umenia, humanitnych, ekonomickych ¢i
prirodnych vied, pol'nohospodarstva, techniky, technologii, mediciny ¢i chémie. Rebricek
hodnoti reputaciu Skoly medzi akademikmi a zamestnavatel'mi, velkost’ skoly, medzina-
rodnt spolupracu a vyskumné vystupy podla publikacii a poctu citacii.
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Spomienkova oslava slovenskej statnosti
PokraCovanie zo str. 24

I. Zbor Slovenskej ligy v New York City
usporiadal v osadnej hale Slovenského kos-
tola sv. Jana Nepomuckého v NYC nedelu 13.
marca 2016 o 1:00 hodine tradicni spomien-
kovu oslavu slovenskej $tatnosti. Podujatie sa
obycajne organizuje za spoluprace Slovenske;j
ligy v Amerike, Spolku sv. Matusa a Spolku sv.
Stefana Prvej Katolickej Slovenskej Jednoty
a Slovenského katolickeho Sokola. Téato dos-
tojna, spomienkova oslava sa tohto roku konala
za ucasti oddanych Slovakov z New Yorku,
New Jersey, Connecticut a Pennsylvanie.

Program zahgjila sviti omSa v kostole sv.
Jana Nepomuckého, ktort odsluzil otec Stefan
Chanas o 10:30 dopoludnia za prvého Slovenského prezidenta Dr. Jozefa Tisu a za Slovakov,
ktori obetovali svoje zivoty za sebaurcenie slovenského ndroda. Velkl zasluhu na vitazstve
slovenského naroda v boji za jeho prava mala aj Slovenska liga v Amerike, ktora udrzovala
slovenské povedomie u Slovakov zijicich v Amerike.

Program oslavy zacal modlitbou pritomnych, a spevom Slovenskej a Americkej Statnej
hymny, ktora viedol zndmy spevak klasickej hudby Rado Lesay.Tajomnicka Slovenskej ligy v
Amerike, Nina Hola privitala pritomnych a predstavila oficialnych hosti. Za tym na spestrenie
programu slavnosti zaspieval Rado Lesay zname slovenskeé piesne ako napriklad: “Keby som bol
vtackom...” V d’alsom bode programu tajomnicka I. Zboru Slovenskej ligy v NYC zarecitovala
basenn znameho, uz nebohého, slovenského aktivistu, Jozefa Smaka “K pamiatke prezidenta Dr.
Jozefa Tisu” . Zaroven precitala “Posledny odkaz Dr. Jozefa Tisu”, napisany pred jeho popravou
v Bratislavskej véznici, krajského sudu, diia 18. aprila 1947, kde tiez prosi, aby sme si spomenuli
na neho v modlitbach a aj on bude prosit’ VSemohiiceho Pana Boha, aby narodu slovenskému v
jeho zivotnej borbe “Za Boha a za Narod” zehnal. Slavnostny hlavny prejav predniesol predseda
Slovenskej ligy v Amerike, Daniel F. Tanzone. Potom tajomnicka Slovenske;j ligy, Nina Hola vo
svojom referate spomenula, Ze takto kazdorocne si pripominame zalozenie Prvého Slovenského
Statu. Boj Slovakov za samostatné Slovensko sa konal storocia, ale bola to prave nasa generacia,
ktora mala Stastie sa dozit’ vyhlasenia samostatnosti naseho naroda a to prvykrat v historii diia
14. marca 1939 bola vyhlasena Prva Slovenska republika a prvym prezidentom bol Dr. Jozef
Tiso. My sme presvedceni, Ze bez tejto Prvej republiky by nebola druha Slovenska republika,
ktora bola vyhlasena 1. januara 1993.

Oslava 14. marca je pre nas Slovakov zijucich v Amerike vel'mi ddlezitd, lebo tu za iu bo-
jovali tisice naich pracovnikov v Amerike a hlavne od zaloZenia Slovenskej ligy v roku 1907.
Tesime sa tiez z Druhej Slovenskej republiky — jej samostatnosti a pokroku.

Pripominame pritomnym nasim ¢lenom Slovenskej ligy ako aj ostatnym pritomnym na tejto
oslave, ze v archive Slovenskej ligy sa nachddza zapisnica zo zakladajuceho 1. Zboru Slovenske;j
ligy v NYC, ktora bola v marci 1915 — jej predsedom sa stal narodovec Msgr. Stefan Krasula.
A dnes, ked’ si pripominame 14. marec, takto si s vdakou spominame na vsetkych, ktori bez
vyhrad a nezistne sa dali do sluzieb nasho naroda, prinasali obete na oltar vlasti, aby nas pri-
viedli do Statnej samostatnosti. S tictou a vdakou si spominame na odchod nasho dlhoroéného
predsedu 1. Zboru Slovenskej ligy v NYC, Milana R. Daita, ktory nas kratko po minuloro¢nej
slavnosti predcasne opustil. Nech mu da Pan Boh ve¢né odpocinutie v nebi a nech jeho rodinu v
ziali potesi. “Drahy Milan — budes v naSich spomienkach — nezabudneme na Teba.” Nakoniec
Henrieta H. Daitova zarecitovala Milanovu oblibenu basefi od Andreja Zarnova: “Moja vlast”.

O, zem ty krdsna, sladka mati m0]a
Za tichych noci v mojich snoch sa vezis,
Zivicny pozdrav nesie vanok z chvoja,
mesacnou cestou v ustrety mi beZzis,
Kde nase malé, rodné chaty stoja
sta hniezda teplé, krasna mati moja ...”

Na zaver podakovala Nina Hola vSetkym, ¢o sa akymkol'vek spdsobom pri¢ninili o kras-
ny priebeh tejto slavnosti a vSetkym tym, ktori prisli na toto podujatie. Touto cestou si tiez
dovolujeme pod’akovat’ panu fararovi Rev. Richardovi D. Bakerovi a Rev. Stefanovi Chanasovi
za ich pritomnost’ na tomto slavnostnom podujati. Tiez d'akujeme pani Judite Lepko a Sloven-
skej lige v Amerike za ich finanénu podporu tohto podujatia.

Na zaver oslavy sme zaspievali hymnické piesne “God Bless America” a “Hej Slovaci”. Po
programe sa podavalo bohaté ob&erstvenie, ktoré pripravili Jan a Joan Skrkoii za pomoci Mérii
Bozekovej a niektorych ¢lenov Spolku sv. Stefana.

Nina Hola pri
zavere¢nom prejave.

Henrieta F. Daitova
pri recitovani basne.

Henrieta H. Daitova, tajomnic¢ka

Spevak klasickej hudby, Rado Lesay pocas

Daniel F. Tanzone pocas hlavného prejavu.  svojho recitélu.
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Spoloc¢na fotografia ministrov
tretej vlady Roberta Fica

FOTO TASR - Martin Baumann

Prezident SR Andrej Kiska vymenoval novy kabinet Roberta Fica, ktory tvoria strany
Smer-SD, SNS, Most-Hid a Siet v stredu 23. marca. Horny rad zfava minister dopravy,
vystavby a regionalneho rozvoja SR Roman Brecely, minister obrany SR Peter
Gajdos, minister prace, socialnych veci a rodiny SR Jan Richter, minister skolstva,
vedy, vyskumu a Sportu SR Peter Plavéan a minister zdravotnictva SR Tomas
Drucker. Stredny rad zlava minister zahraniénych veci a eurépskych zalezitosti
SR Miroslav Lajéak, ministerka podohospodarstva a rozvoja vidieka Gabriela
Matecna, minister Zivotného prostredia Laszl6 Solymos, minister kultiry SR Marek
Mad'ari¢, minister financii SR Peter Kazimir a minister hospodarstva SR Peter Ziga.
Dolny rad zfava podpredseda vlady SR pre investicie Peter Pellegrini, ministerka
spravodlivosti SR Lucia Zithanska, premiér SR Robert Fico, podpredseda viady SR
a minister vnutra SR Robert Kalinak.

Slovak President Andrew Kiska officially named the new cabinet of Prime Minister
Robert Fico on March 23, 2016.
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Vychddza kniha Frantisek Miklosko

Rozhovory o dobe a Pud’och

Nova kniha Frantiek Miklosgko, Rozhovory o dobe a Pud’och z pera Jana Strassera pricha-
dza na pulty slovenskych kniznych obchodov. Za ucasti oboch protagonistov kniznej novinky
ju 5. aprila vecer v bratislavskom Zichyho palaci prezentovalo vydavatel'stvo Slovart.

Frantisek Miklogko v rozhovore s Janom Strasserom citlivo rozprava o osobnych témach
ako rodina, priatel'stva ¢i nabozenstvo. Uz od vysokoskolskych studii sa angazoval v tzv. tajnej
cirkvi. Otvorene sa vyjadruje aj k politickym a spolocenskym otazkam, ved’ 20 rokov bol
poslancom parlamentu a ako aktivny politik sa stal priamym svedkom mnohych kI'icovych
udalosti v dejinach Slovenska. Hovori o Charte 77, slovenskom samizdate, svieckovej mani-
festacii, deleni Ceskoslovenska aj me¢iarizme. Spomina mnohych svojich politickych part-
nerov i oponentov. Priamo odpoveda tiez na otazky smerujuce k cirkvi a nabozenstvu.

,»S panom Mikloskom som ti knizku vel'mi cheel urobit’, lebo ho pokladam za jedného — po-
viem to — z mala charakternych l'udi v slovenskej politike poslednych 25 ¢i 26 rokov, ¢loveka
mudreho, spravodlivého, ktory ma ¢o povedat’ a ktory napokon bol pri najdélezitejSich ve-
ciach od novembra, cez rozpad Statu, bol pri tych najdolezitejsich veciach v politike, takze
stalo to za to. S mojou pripravou, lebo to bola Specifickd priprava, musel som sa nieco naucit’
povedzme o otdzkach katolickej cirkvi, az po autorizaciu to bolo vySe roka. Pan Miklosko
autorizoval ta knihu vel'mi precizne, ani nie preto, aby nie¢o menil ¢i prepisoval, ale hlavne,
aby ta kniha bola faktograficky presna. Ako politikovi, ktory si uvedomuje, Ze tou knizkou
zanechava akysi odkaz pre dejiny, tak sa usiloval byt’ ¢o najpresnejsi,” povedal pri prezen-
tacii Jan Strasser.

,,Bol to rok roboty, pol roka sme natacali a potom sme pol roka do toho vstupovali a robili
korektury. A musim povedat’, Ze nebyt Jana Strassera, nikdy v Zivote takato kniha nevznikne.
Pretoze tak, ako sa on pripravil, zaroven ze bol moj stputnik, tak vedel, do ¢oho ma vstupit’
a z celou jeho basnickou aj Strukturdlnou genialitou, tak bez neho by ta kniha nikdy nevysla.
Som $tastny, ale aj strasne unaveny, pretoze este stale sa v noci budim, ¢i som tam nie¢o
nezabudol alebo nepoplietol,” uviedol pre TASR Frantisek Miklosko.

FrantiSek Miklosko (1947, Nitra) je absolventom Strednej priemyselnej skoly staveb-
nej v Nitre a nasledne odboru matematika Prirodovedeckej fakulty UK. Pracoval v Ustave
technickej kybernetiky SAV, od roku 1983 striedavo ako robotnik ¢i nepracujici. Od
vysokoskolskych stadii az do Neznej revolucie sa angazoval v tzv. tajnej cirkvi. Praco-
val medzi vysokoskolskou mladezou, podielal sa na tvorbe samizdatov, bol jednym zo
zvolavatel'ov svieCkovej manifestacie 25. marca 1988 v Bratislave. V novembri 1989 sa stal
¢lenom Koordina¢ného vyboru hnutia Verejnost proti nasiliu. V rokoch 1990 az 2010 bol po-
slancom Narodnej rady Slovenskej republiky. V roku 2005 mu bola udelena stredoeuropska
Cena sv. Vojtecha. Je zenaty, Zije v Bratislave.

Jan Strasser (1946, Kosice) po ukonéeni $tudia na Filozofickej fakulte UK pracoval ako
redaktor ¢asopisu Mlada tvorba, potom postupne ako dramaturg Poetickej scény, Vojenského
umeleckého stiboru a Studia S. Bol redaktorom Gasopisu Slovenské pohlady, neskor redak-
torom tyzdennika Domino forum. V roku 1968 vydal prvi basnicku zbierku Odriekanie. Je
autorom desiatok knih, medzi nimi rozhovorov s Milanom Lasicom - LenZe ja som iba komik
(2005), so Zdenou Studenkovou - Som herecka (2006), z tych novsich Dzez nas kazdodenny
daj nam dnes s Petrom Lipom (2013), Do voza aj do koca s Kamilou Magalovou (2013),
Prva dama s Emiliou Véasaryovou (2014) ¢i Sledoslov. Rozhovory s Altou Vasovou (2015).
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IN MEMORIAM
Zomrel Andrej F. Hudak

Vo veku 87 rokov sa pobral na ve¢nost’ zndmy narodno-kultarny
pracovnik v Clevelande, OH Andrej F. Hudak. Pohrebna svita omsa
za nebohého sa konala 4. aprila 2016 o 10.00 hodine doobeda v St.
Michael Church, 6912 Chestnut Rd, Independence, OH 4413 1. Nebo-
hy za sebou zanechava milujucu manzelku Sophiu, (rodenti Beno)
a surodencov; svojich synov: Andrew III ( s manzelkou Maureen);
Paul (s manzelkou Terri); a Steve (s manzelkou Amy); drahé vnucata:
Christina, Andrew IV, Thomas, Patricia, Matthew, Valerie, Christo-
pher, Nicole a 11. pravnucat.

Nebohy Andrej F. Hudék patri do plejady narodnych a kultrnych
pracovnikov v USA. Narodil sa roku 1928 v Kecerovskych
Pekl’anoch, na Vychodnom Slovensku. V predvecer néastupu totalit- Andrej F. Hudak
ného rezimu, ako 19 rocny, odchadza za otcom do USA. Prvé kroky
na americkej pode znamenali prekonat’ vel'a prekazok — naucit’ sa anglicky, zamestnanie,
zvyknit’ na nove, nie vzdy priatel'ské prostredie. Pevna vola a cielavedomost’ mu pomohli
zvladnut' vsetky nastrahy. Od svojho prichodu do Clevelandu sa zapéjal do slovenského
kultirneho, narodného i politického zivota. Slovenska liga v Amerike, Svetovy kongres
Slovakov, Prva Katolicka Slovenska Jednota a d’alSie. organizacie si pre neho priestorom
na pracu “na roli dedi¢nej”. Neskorsie aj ako zakladatel' a majitel’ cestovnej kancelarie,
orientoval jej smerovanie na priblizovanie Slovenska krajanom v USA a ich d’al$im gene-
raciam, aby si ozivili vlastné korene.

Ked’ Slovenska zahrada Slovak Garden na Floride, tento domov pre krajanov sa ocitla
v krize a v tazkostiach, ujal sa jej vo funkeii prezidenta A. F. Hudak jr. Vybudoval z
nej prosperujucu socialno kultiirnu a narodnu institiciu, kde sa kazdoro¢ne konali v marci
vel'kolepé krajanské stretnutia. Noviny Floridsky Slovak, ktoré redigoval A. F. Hudék jr.
sa stal angazovanym tribunom, pre mnohych nasiel rodakov. Na pode slovenskej zdhrady
zalozil a systematicky doplial slovenski kniznicu a muzeum slovenskych krojov.

Roku 1991 napisal a vydal publikaciu v anglictine Slovaks in Florida, v ktorej priblizuje
histériu a stcasny zivot Slovakov na Floride. Svoje zivotné osudy, pracu v krajanskych
organizaciach i v narodnopolitickych aktivitach opisal v knihe Cesty zivotom (1995).

Cleveland bol na zaciatku 20. st. mestom s najvdcsou koncentraciou Slovakov v USA
a jednym z centier slovenskych narodnych a kultarnych snazeni. Slovensku identitu dnes
reprezentuje najmé Slovensky Ustav v Clevelande, ktorého bol riaditelom.

Aj na tomto poste vykonal kus zasluznej prace, najmé v supise a evidencii bohatého
archivneho materialu a kniznych fondov. Toto vzacne bohatstvo dokumentujice dejiny jed-
nej tretiny slovenského naroda sa snazil zachovat’ aj pre buduce generacie.

Aj na pode USA sa v sucasnosti prejavuje absencia obetavych narodno kultarnych pra-
covnikov, preto sa A. Hudak vazne zamyslal nad budtcnostou tychto pisomnych pub-
likacii. Treba realizovat’ myslienku vytvorit’ pri niektorej slovenskej univerzite vedecké
stredisko pre vyskum dejin a zivota Slovakov vo
svete. Aj v tomto smere bol A. Huddk medzi
stcasnymi predstavite’mi americkych Slovakov
dnes uz zriedkava, ale vynimocna osobnost’!

Nebohy Andrej bol byvalym prezidentom Slo-
venskej zahrady na Floride a ¢lenom mnohych
slovenskych a fraternalistickych organizacii a
naposledy byvalym riaditelom Slovenského
ustavu v Clevelande, pri opatstve Slovenskych
benediktinov St. Andrew's Abbey 10510 Buckeye
Rd, Cleveland Ohio 44104-3725. S nebohym sa u
pohrebnika mali moznost’ rozlucit’ 3. aprila 2016
The Fortuna Funeral Home, 7076 Brecksville RD.
Independende, Ohio blizka rodina, zndmi a pria-
telia. Nebohého Andreja pochovali na cintorine
Maple Shade. Na pamiatku nebohému Andrejovi
sa mozu zasielat’ pamdtné dary pre Opatstvo sv.
Benediktina na Slovensku. 5

Nech odpociva vo svdtom pokoji. Cest’ jeho
pamiatke!

Andrej F. Hudak v Slovenskom
ustave v roku 2010.

Zomrel Slavo Mulik - vyznamny rodak v USA

Vo velkono¢nu nedel'u 27. marca 2016 umrel v USA v meste Coppel (Texas) vo
veku 72 rokov Slavo Mulik vyznamny slovensky rodak z Vondrisla (Nalepkova).
Bol to ¢lovek mimoriadnych l'udskych kvalit, ktory si svojou usilovnostou a skromnostou
ziskal uznanie vo svete. Bol predsedom Nadacie Stefana Bani¢a pri Americko-slovenskom
parasutistickom zdruzeni, majstrom Sportu Zapadnej Afriky v motokrose a majstrom $portu
Juznej Afriky v parasutizme.V tejto Sportovej discipline sa stal nositel'om (U.S.Parachute
Association) zlatych a diamantovych kridel.

Bol majstrom sveta v hromadnom zoskoku (paraSutizmus). Pokial’ neochorel pracoval
ako inStruktor a komercny pilot. Bol veteranom rodézskej a angolskej vojny s ocenenim
medaily Juhoaftrickej republiky IIL
triedy (Good Hope). Aktivne sa za-
castnioval na spolocenskom a politic-
kom zivote slovenskych krajanov v
zahrani¢i. Ako tajomnik Svetového
kongresu Slovakov v zahraniéi sa
podielal na mnohych vyznamnych
krajanskych podujatiach.

Jeho ¢innost’ si v§imla najmi Ma-
tica slovenska, ktorej je Cestnym
¢lenom a nositelom medaily Stefana
Moysesa. Aj Statne organy Sloven-
skej republiky ocenili jeho zasluhy
a udelili mu zlatad medailu Minister-
stva zahrani¢nych veci SR. Slavo Mulik so synom Stevenom odovzdava

Nech mu dé Pan Boh ve¢nu slavu! Cenu Stefana Bani¢a prezidentovi USA

Peter Mulik/ matica.sk Georgeovi Bushovi starSiemu.
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Slovenka ziskala ocenenie
International Women of Courage

Zuzana Stevulové, ktora je riaditel-
kou mimovladnej neziskovej organizacie
Liga za ludské prava, je jednou zo 14
ocenenych zien z celého sveta. Ocenenie
International Women of Courage Award
sa udel'uje zenam za vynimo¢nil odvahu
a liderstvo pri obhajovani 'udskych prav,
zrovnopravnenia zien ¢i za prinos k so-
cialnemu pokroku, pricom su Casto vy-
stavené vaznym bezpecnostnym rizikam,
priblizila americka ambasada.

Tento rok je pritom 10. vyro¢im udelo-
vania ocenenia. Od roku 2007 ju dostalo
takmer 100 Zien zo 60 krajin sveta. Ste-
vulova pri tejto prilezitosti vyjadrila vie-
ru, Ze je moralnou povinnost'ou vsetkych
zabezpeCit, aby sa s uteCencami a mig-
rantmi zaobchadzalo s reSpektom a uctou
a aby mohli uzivat' svoje prava, najst
bezpecie a Co najskor pokrac¢ovat vo State Department photo/ Public Domain
svojom beznom zivote. ,,Nepotrebujeme Minister zahrani¢nych veci USA John Kerry 29.
na to vela. VSetky nastroje a prostried- marca odovzdal Zuzane Stevulovej ocenenie
ky méme k dispozicii a niekedy staci len |nternational Women of Courage.
mald skupina pozornych a odhodlanych
ob¢anov na to, aby sme dosiahli zmenu,* U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry presents the
uviedla Stevulova. 2016 International Women of Courage Award to

Liam Wasley, ktory je chargé d“affai-  zuzana Stevulova of Slovakia, Director of the
res Velvyslanectva USA v Bratislave, yyman Rights League, at the U.S. Department

vysvetlil, ze Stevulova na Cele Ligy 72 ¢ opate in Washington, D.C., on March 29, 2016,
Pudské prava vynaklada velké usilie na

zvySenie povedomia o pravach utecencov a venuje vel'a osobného ¢asu na pomoc migrantom
a ob¢anom v nudzi. Ministerstvo zahrani¢nych veci USA ju podl'a neho ocenilo za to, Ze ne-
ustdle upozoriiovala na nutnost’ vi¢Sej pomoci a stcitu s ute¢encami a 'ud'mi v nidzi.

Liga za ludské prava tiez ziskala vlani v novembri cenu Cloveka za dlhodoby prinos k
pomoci uteCencom. Riaditel’ ob¢ianskeho zdruzenia Clovek v ohrozeni Branislav Tichy odo-
vodnil, ze ocenenie udelili za vyborna pracu pri integracii cudzincov na Slovensku. Mimo-
vladna organizacia sa dlhodobo venuje pomoci ute¢encom, ktori pridu na Slovensko. Poméaha
pri poskytovani pravnej pomoci, ako aj pri aktivitach, akou je napriklad snaha ovplyviovat
verejnu politiku v oblasti integracie cudzincov na Slovensku.
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Na SDM v Krakove sa prihlasilo
uz vyse 2800 Slovakov

Na Svetové dni mladeze (SDM) v Krakove sa zaregistrovalo uz vyse 2800 Slovéakov.
Vyplyva to z prvej fazy slovenskej registracie, ktora prebichala od novembra do marca. In-
formaciu zverejnila Rada pre mladez a univerzity Konferencie biskupov Slovenska (KBS),
ktora koordinuje slovenskych putnikov v Pol'sku. Tento mesiac spustila druhti fazu regis-
tracie, ktora potrva do konca maja.

»Svetové dni mladeze st najvacsim celosvetovym stretnutim veriacich mladych so
Svitym Otcom. V Krakove sa ponesu v duchu blahoslavenstva ,Blahoslaveni milosrdni,
lebo oni dosiahnu milosrdenstvo®. Verime, ze do Krakova vycestuje spolu s nami najviac
Slovakov v historii,” uviedol tajomnik Rady pre mladez a univerzity KBS Ondrej Chrva-
la. Naposledy, pred tromi rokmi, do brazilskeho Ria de Janeiro putovalo 300 Slovakov
a v roku 2011 do Madridu 3500. Predtym sa konali SDM v Sydney, Koline nad Rynom,
Toronte, Rime, Parizi, Manile, Denveri, Censtochovej, Santiagu de Compostela, Buenos
Aires a Rime, kde sa tradicia zacala. ,,Do Krakova sa doteraz prihlasilo takmer 600.000
Pudi zo 170 krajin. Prihlasuju sa tiez zaujemcovia o dobrovolnictvo. Doteraz priblizne
15.000 z Pol'ska i zo zahranicia. Zo Slovenska o¢akavame ucast’ okolo 5000 mladych,*
dodal Chrvala.

Program Svetovych dni mladeze zahfiia dni stretnutia mladeze so Svatym Otcom, ako aj
sprievodné udalosti duchovného a kulturneho charakteru, akymi st svité omse, katechézy,
stretnutia so znamymi spoloc¢enstvami a hnutiami pracujiicimi po celom svete, ¢i koncerty
a predstavenia. V hlavnom programe je otvaracia svita omsa, ktorej hlavnym predseda-
jucim bude krakovsky arcibiskup, kardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz. Navsteva Svétého Otca sa
zacne v stredu 27. jula.

TASR

Predsedom Nirodnej rady
SR sa stal Andrej Danko

Predsedom Narodnej rady SR sa
stal lider SNS Andrej Danko. V tajnej
vol'be mu hlas odovzdalo 112 poslancov,
na zvolenie ich potreboval minimalne
76. Danko, ktory sa 23. marca stal dru-
hym najvys$sim ustavnym cinitel'om,
vo funkcii $éfa NR SR nahradil Petra
Pellegriniho (Smer-SD).

Danko v prihovore povedal, ze citi
obrovsku zodpovednost’, ktord ho ¢aka
pri vykone tejto funkcie. ,,Zijeme v
dobe, kedy nas ¢aka boj o zachovanie
Statnosti, o ziskanie pozicie Slovenska
v EU. Ja som vzdy cheel byt v politike

Foto: TASR
. Vi Novovymenovany predseda NR SR Andrej
ten, kto nepresadzuje xenofobiu a ra-  panko reéni poéas ustanovujticej schodze

sizmus. Chcem hl'adat’ dobro. Po vée-  Naroqnej rady Slovenskej republiky (NR
rajSku som si uvedomil, aké nebezpec- SR)

né je pouzivat’ zbrane, riesit’ problémy
nasilim a hrat’ na najnizsie pudy a emocie, povedal Danko.

Preto chce, aby poslanci v parlamente pouzivali ako zbrai len slovo. ,,Nemala by
tu byt’ exhibicia. Jedinym prostriedkom tu v NR SR a jedinou zbraiou je slovo. Po-
slanci by mali dostat’ tie najlepsie slova do zékonov. Tu by sme mali tvorit’ systém.
Zékladom je, aby nasa politika bola v stlade s 'udskymi pravami,” uviedol.

Danko za tri najvaznejsie slova oznacil d’akujem, prepacte a prosim. ,,Ja ich rad a
&asto pouzivam. Dakujem vietkym, ¢o mi dali déveru a umoznili mi byt predsedom
NR SR. Prepécte, ak som sa v ramci politického boja niekoho dotkol a prepacte si
aj vy vzajomne. A prosim vas vsetkych, aby sme prekonali to, o nas rozdel'uje, aby
sme I'ud’'om dokazali zmenit’ Zivot,” uzavrel Danko.

S funkciou predsedu parlamentu sa zase rozlucil Pellegrini. ,,Bolo mi ctou stat’
na Cele tohto organu. Vsetkym zelam len to dobré a vela sil na rieSenie problémov,
pred ktorymi budeme stat’, dodal.
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Spomienkova oslava slovenskej $tatnosti

Na snimke oficialni hostia Oslavy slovenskej Statnosti, v nedefu 13. marca 2016 v
osadnej hale kostola sv. Jana Nepomuckého v NYC. Zfava sediaci: Nina Hola, hlavny
farar Rev. Richard D. Baker, Daniel F. Tanzone, Dr. Mikulas Halko, Eva Lysakova. Zadny
rad zfava stojaci: Jozef Bilik, Henrieta H. Daitova, Rev. Stefan Chanas, Marta Catalano,
Jan Holy a Anna Kor¢ak.

Pokracdovanie na str. 22




