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Chaplain’s Report
March 2007

Dear Board of Directors and Members of the F.C.S.U.:

It is an honor to be your National Chaplain. | was happy to be present for and to participate
in several events during the past year.

After attending a Mass for Young People in Washington, DC’s MCI Center on a January
morning, | joined thousands of others from
across the country and walked on Constitution
Avenue toward the Capitol in the annual March
for Life.

The annual Board of Directors Meeting was
held in March at the Boca Raton Resort in
Florida. | opened and closed each session with
prayer and offered Mass both days.

At the annual bowling tournament held in
Pittsburgh, | was a substitute bowler and of-
fered Mass.

| prepared and coordinated all the liturgical
and paraliturgical celebrations for the 48th Qua-
drennial Convention at the Boca Raton Resort. |
preached the homily at the convention’s open-
ing Mass, led the prayer service that honored
the memory of our beloved members who died
since the last convention, began and closed
each session of the convention with prayer, and
swore in the newly elected officers just prior to
the convention’s adjournment. At the Board of
Directors’ semiannual meeting, which followed the convention, | opened and closed each
session with prayer.

A few days after returning from the convention, | traveled to Kennywood Park in West
Mifflin, PA for the Western Pennsylvania Slovak Day Association’s 83rd Annual Slovak Day
where | was a concelebrant at Mass. The next morning | drove to DuBois, PA for the annual
Jednota Golf Tournament. | played both days and offered Mass.

| attended both meetings of the Executive Board of the Slovak Catholic Federation that
were held in 2006. The meeting in March took place in Youngstown, OH and the September
meeting was in Altoona, PA. | remained one extra day in Altoona for a meeting with the
Conference of Slovak Clergy.

A couple of weeks later | went to St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City to concelebrate a
Mass during which papal honors were bestowed on Thomas Hricik, now President Emeritus,
and his wife, Gerry.

Throughout the year | have written ar-
ticles that were published in our fraternal’s
newspaper and have answered correspon-
dence sent to me.

The year 2006 was a special year of
grace for all of us. May our Lord continue
to bless us in our journey to Him.

Fraternally,
Fr. Thomas A. Nasta
National Chaplain

Inside

Fr. Thomas A. Nasta

Editorial/Commentary..................... 2,3
Branch/District Announcements........... 6
Obituaries .......cccoeveeeeieeieeenes 10,12
SPOMS....oeeeiciceee e 10
FCSU Financial ..........ccoceovveiiicninicnnn. 8
SIOVAK.....ceviveirieicecea 15-20

Report of the National
Vice President

Reverend Father, President Rajec and Members of the Board of Directors:

As always, before | get into my report — | want to thank the Membership and Marketing
Committee, which in the year 2006 was comprised of Brothers Thomas Hricik, Kenneth
Arendt and George Matta, for all the time and effort they spend on the problems and solu-
tions that concern membership and marketing. Each and every member is very concerned
with the growth and success of our Society.

Membership

As you will see by our annual statement,
the First Catholic Slovak Union is financially
and fraternally sound. We had a good year. Our
insurance in force grew over 4.2 million from
the year before, our assets went up 1.8 million
and our surplus gained 1.69 million.

This year, your new administration has
changed its approach to membership and
sales.

If you remember, a few years back, we did a
membership study and came up with the facts
that 53 2 percent of our branch members are

continued on page 4

SEMINARS

For every three (3) new JEP Contracts...
OR...one (1) new Ten Year Term Policy...or...
any new Whole Life Policy with a face value of at least $10,000 you bring to the seminar in
your area, you will receive a Modra Dish made in Slovakia. There is no limit on the number
of dishes you can receive. The following seminars are finalized.

Sunday — April 22, 2007...Michigan and Rev. John J. Spitkovsky Districts

Lunch 1 P.M. — Seminar 2 P.M. at Best Western — Sterling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke Avenue,
Sterling Heights, Michigan.

Saturday — April 28, 2007...Reverend Stephen Furdek District
Lunch 12 Noon — Seminar 1:15 P.M. at St. John the Baptist Slovak Church Hall, 924
North Front Street, Allentown, Pennsylvania.

Sunday — April 29, 2007...SS. Cyril and Methodius District

Lunch 2:30 P.M. — Seminar 3:30 P.M. at Holy Family Church Basement, Intersection of
North Washington Avenue and Gibson Street. The rectory is listed at 510 Gibson Street,
Scranton, Pennsylvania.

Saturday — May 5, 2007...Msgr. Andrew Hlinka, George Onda, Frank T. Holly Jr. and Rev.
John Martvon Districts

Seminar 12 Noon — Luncheon to follow Seminar at St. Mary’s Nativity School Hall, 17
Gilmore Street, Uniontown, Pennsylvania.

Sunday — May 20, 2007...St. Stephen Society — Branch 890

Seminar 2 P.M. — Luncheon to follow Seminar at the Slovak Hall, 51 East Silver Street,
Westfield, Massachusetts.

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.

More seminars are being scheduled!

If you plan on attending, please contact the Home Office at least 3 days before your
scheduled seminar so we can get an attendance count.

As I've said repeatedly...the committee would like to see a larger turnout from members
interested in learning more about our insurance and annuity products. In order to actively
promote our portfolio, we must educate ourselves by attending seminars. The more we
know about our products, the more confident and the more effective we’ll become as

proposers.
Please form a car pool and attend the seminars that will be scheduled in your area.
Until next time...
Good luck and God bless!

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.
National Vice President
Membership & Marketing Chairman
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Insights and Viewpoints

St‘ VlnC€nt Al’ChabbCy I H0mlll€S Fr. Campion P. Gavaler, 0.S.B. and Father Demetrius R. Dumm, 0.S.B.

April 29, 2007
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Gospel Summary

In order to appreciate fully the import of
this beautiful gospel passage, we need to
pay close attention to the context. Earlier
in chapter ten, Jesus calls himself the good
shepherd and then defines a good shepherd
as one who loves his sheep and is prepared
to die for them. Sheep herding, contrary to
some popular conceptions, is a hard and
lonely life, but the true shepherd loves his work and gladly accepts
many sacrifices in order to keep his flock safe and sound.

When Jesus says, therefore, that “My sheep hear my voice; |
know them, and they follow me,” he is assuming that the sheep already know how
completely he has earned their trust. The sheep hear his distinctive call and follow him,
not just because he is an authority figure in their lives, but because he has been such a
good shepherd to them.

This example is, of course, only a metaphor for us Christians who belong to the spiritual
flock of Jesus. It is assumed that we have experienced his love and know him so well
that we implicitly trust his message as well as his promise of eternal life.

Life Implications

To belong to the spiritual flock of Jesus is to hear his voice. This means much more
than simply reading or hearing about him. Such information is always helpful, but the
decisive moment comes when we go beyond external testimony and begin to discover
Jesus at the center of our lives in a profoundly intuitive and trusting manner.

In the analogy that Jesus uses, we can be sure that the sheep who hear their shepherd’s
call do not go through some “rational” process before deciding to respond. On the con-
trary, there is, ever so gradually, an instinctive and whole-hearted recognition of the call
and a total trust in the concern and devotion of the one who has already demonstrated
his love and care for them.

In the case of us Christians, this is a spiritual bond that can be stronger than death. As
Jesus tells us, nothing and no one can “take them out of my hand.” The only precondition
on our part is that we continue to trust the “way of Jesus,” which means that we use
our freedom and strength to be a loving, caring presence in our world. We can do this
most effectively in the context of a supportive community and with the nourishment of
the Eucharist.

Sometimes we are tempted to “give up” on people who seem never to be able to
hear the voice of Jesus. We must keep in mind, however, that every human being comes
into this world with a sensitivity for the call of God. Although this predisposition may be
smothered by layers of protective insulation, we must always keep in mind that on any
given day they may become once again vulnerable to God’s saving call...and that we
may be the instrument for that “breakthrough” to grace and new life.

When Jesus concludes by making the dramatic claim that “the Father and | are one,”
he is not just assuring us of his equal status in the Trinity of divine Persons. Rather, he
is confirming that the life that he offers to us is the same life that he shares with the
Father. This is made clear when he says, in the context of the Eucharist, that, “Just as
the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live
because of me” (6:57). It is divine and unending life that the good shepherd wants for us
and we can be sure of having that life if we represent to others the same selfless love
that he has shown to us.
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John 10:27-30

Demetrius R. Dumm,
0.S.B.

May 6, 2007 (Year C)
Fifth Sunday of Easter John 13:31-33a, 34-35

Gospel Summary

Jesus tells his disciples in this passage from the Last Supper Discourse that now he is
glorified, and God is glorified in him and will soon glorify him further. Jesus says that he
will be with them only a little while longer. Then Jesus gives them a new commandment:
“As | have loved you, so you also should love one another.” This is the sign whereby people
will be able to recognize disciples of Jesus -- their love for one another.

Life Implications

The word “glory” appears about 375 times in the Old Testament and about 175 times in
the New. The key to grasping its elusive meaning is to understand that, like a sacramental
sign, its purpose is to create or to deepen personal relationship. “The
heavens declare the glory of God...the whole earth is full of his glory”
(Ps 19:2 and Is 6:3). Itis possible, however, for an individual to express
deep awe in the presence of the beauty of the heavens and the earth, yet
not recognize the beauty as a gift of God’s glory. For its inter-personal
meaning to be realized, glory (like a sacrament) must at the same time
be objectively given and subjectively received. To recognize the glory of
divine presence in gratitude -- now doubling the meaning of the term
-- is to give glory to God.

The Gospel according to John tells the good news that Jesus is the
complete, human manifestation of God’s presence among us: he is the
glory or sacramental sign of the divine presence. John structures his
gospel around seven major signs or expressions of divine glory: changing water to wine at
the wedding feast (“Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee and so
revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him” [Jn 2:11]); cure of the noble’s
son; cure of the paralytic; feeding the multitude with bread; showing power over the sea;
giving sight to the blind man; raising Lazarus from death. Through these signs some be-
gan to recognize the divine presence in him. Others, however, remained blind and did not
perceive these events as the presence of God’s glory.

In his farewell address, Jesus speaks of the eighth event that will be the summary and
climax of the seven previous signs. This will happen when he is lifted up for all to see, giv-
ing himself in love even to death on a cross. This sign is the ultimate revelation that God
is love -- the complete expression of God’s glory. God is thus manifested or glorified in
him. Jesus on the cross declares the supreme glory of God to be love. God then glorifies
him through resurrection.

The Last Supper context of today’s passage reminds us that now in every time and place,
the Risen Lord extends the eighth sign of divine love through the Eucharist. The bread and
wine do not hide, but express the glory of Christ -- the sacrament of his giving himself to
us out of love just as he gave himself to us on the cross. Only through the seeing of faith
can we recognize the glory manifested as Jesus gives himself on the cross and now gives
himself to us as bread and wine.

Itis no surprise to discover that Jesus asks all who believe in him to do what he has done
to manifest God’s glory. If we love others as he has loved us, if we become bread and wine
for others, what we say and what we do become expressions of divine glory and signs of
the divine presence. Through love that we give, people will know that we are disciples of
Jesus. And perhaps in our age of disbelief, through the miracle of love, people may begin
to believe in the divine presence, though heretofore they had not perceived the heavens
and the whole earth to be filled with divine glory.

NEWNPAPER DEADLINES

All copy is due by 4:30 P.M., THE MONDAY BEFORE THE ISSUE DATE, unless otherwise
stated below because of special holiday scheduling. Copy that is not received by this
deadline will not necessarily appear in the following Wednesday’s issue.

Issue Date Copy Deadline
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2 MONDAY, APRIL 23
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16 MONDAY, MAY 7
WEDNESDAY, MAY 30 MONDAY, MAY 21

Correspondents who are announcing upcoming events should remember that the
JEDNOTA is printed EVERY OTHER WEDNESDAY, and should take into account the extra
time lost in the postal system. Therefore, please plan to have your announcements to
us in ample time for them to be printed and received by the readership.

Send all copy (English AND Slovak) to:
Anthony Sutherland, Editor
“JEDNOTA”

1011 Rosedale Avenue, Middletown, PA 17057-4835
FAX: (717) 944-3107

Campion P. Gavaler,
0.S.B.
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Insights and Viewpoints[——

Reflections on Our Christianit_y Msgr.Edward V. Rosack
(2 Peter 1:14)

We invite you to read the scripture below and also the text surrounding
Msgr. Edward V. Rosack  the quotation to understand the word of God fully.

Look around you! You do not know when the master of the house is coming, whether at dusk,
at midnight, when the cock crows, or at early dawn. Do not let him come suddenly and catch
you asleep. What | say to you, | say to all: Be on guard! (Mark 13:35-37)

(Regarding the Second Coming of the Son of Man) As for the exact day or hour, no one knows
it, neither the angels in heaven nor the Son, but the Father only. (Miatthew 24:36)

Keep your eyes open, for you know not the day or the hour. (Matthew 25:13)

You have no idea what kind of life will be yours tomorrow. You are a vapor that appears briefly
and vanishes. Instead of saying, “If the Lord wills it, we shall live to do this or that,” all you can
do is make arrogant and pretentious claims. All such boasting is reprehensible. When a man
knows the right thing to do and does not do it, he sins. (James 4:14-17)

There is nothing hidden that will not be exposed, nothing concealed that will not be known
and brought to light. (Luke 8:17)

Keep your conscience clear, so that, whenever you are defamed, those who libel your way of
life in Christ may be shamed. (1 Peter 3:16)

No one who is tempted is free to say, “l am being tempted by God.” Surely God, who is be-
yond the grasp of evil, tempts no one. Rather the tug and lure of his own passion tempt every
man. Once passion has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin reaches maturity it begets
death. (James 1:13-19)

Do you not see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him impure? It
does not penetrate his being, but enters his stomach only and passes into the latrine. What
emerges from within a man, that and nothing else is what makes him impure. Wicked designs
come from the deep recesses of the heart: acts of fornication, theft, murder, adulterous conduct,
greed, maliciousness, deceit, sensuality, envy, blasphemy, arrogance, an obtuse spirit. All these
evils come from within and render a man impure. (Mark 7:18-23)

Remember this: the person who brings a sinner back from his way will save his soul from
death and cancel a multitude of sins. (James 5:20) (Commentary: “his” — The sinner or the person
who brings him back? See Ezekiel 3:21 —“When, on the other hand, you have warned a virtuous
man not to sin, and he has in fact not sinned, he shall surely live because of the warning, and
you shall save your own life.” Ezekiel 33:9 — “But if you warn the wicked man, trying to turn
him from his way, and he refuses to turn from his way, he shall die for his guilt, but you shall
save yourself.” Conclusion: “his” may very well include the sinner and the person who seeks to
bring him back — both.)

[ tell you, there will likewise be more joy in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-
nine righteous people who have no need to repent. (Luke 15:7)

If we say, “We are free from the guilt of sin,” we deceive ourselves; the truth is not to be
found in us. But if we acknowledge our sins, he who is just can be trusted to forgive our sins
and cleanse us from every wrong. If we say, “We have never sinned,” we make him a liar and
his word finds no place in us. (1 John 8:10)

You are not to spend what remains of your earthly life on human desires but on the will of
God. Already you have devoted enough time to what the pagans enjoy, living lives of debauchery,
evil desires, drunkenness, orgies, carousing, and wanton idolatry. (1 Peter 4:2-3)

Surely anyone is the slave of that by which he has been overcome. (2 Peter 2:19)

Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cloak for vice. In a word, live as servants
of God. You must esteem the person of every man. (1 Peter 2:16-17)

Where do the conflicts and disputes among you originate? Is it not your inner cravings that
make war within your members? What you desire you do not obtain, and so you resort to mur-
der. You envy and cannot acquire, so you quarrel and fight. You do not obtain because you do
not ask. You ask and you do not receive because you ask wrongly, with a view to squandering
what you receive on your pleasures. O you unfaithful ones, are you not aware that love of the
world is enmity to God? A man is marked as God’s enemy if he chooses to be the world’s friend.
(James 4:1-4)

Scandals will inevitably arise, but woe to him through whom they come. (Luke 17:1)

Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger, for a man’s anger does not
fulfill God’s justice. (James 1:19-20)

See how tiny the spark is that sets a huge forest ablaze! The tongue is such a flame. It exists
among our members as a whole universe of malice. The tongue defiles the entire body. Its flames
encircle our course from birth, and its fire is kindled by hell. Every form of life, four-footed or
winged, crawling or swimming, can be tamed, and has been tamed, by mankind: the tongue no
man can tame. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. We use it to say, “Praised be the Lord and
Father;” then we use it to curse men, although they are made in the likeness of God. Blessing
and curse come out of the same mouth. This ought not to be, my brothers! (James 3:5-10)

He who cares for life and wants to see prosperous days must keep his tongue from evil and
his lips from uttering deceit. He must turn from evil and do good, seek peace and follow after it,
because the Lord has eyes for the just and ears for their cry but against evildoers the Lord sets
his face. (1 Peter 3:10-12) to be continued

It Is Written in Scripture
Part|
What better place to go to read the Word of God? Lent focuses us onto
two points: the teaching of Jesus Christ and our response to it with the
view of cleansing and perfecting our lives and gaining entrance into heaven
when the time comes as Peter writes: “I know, by the inclinations our Lord
Jesus Christ has given me, how close is the day when | must fold my tent.”
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~NEWS FLASH~

Special 2% Annuity Bonus
Limited Time Only
You Must Act Before 06/30/07

FCSU’s flexible premium annuities are among the safest and most secure ways to pro-
vide funds for the future. The current interest rate of 5%(*) on the 6 year flexible premium
annuity remains among the most competitive rates available.

*Current interest rate is reviewed quarterly by Executive Committee and subject to
change.

Now we offer the opportunity for a 2% bonus on New funds deposited before

06/30/07
How do you earn this 2% Bonus?

e Applicable to both new and current annuity members.

e Applies only to new annuity deposits made to a new Flexible Premium Deferred An-
nuity policy.

¢ Deposits made between receipt of this notice and June 30, 2007. Minimum new
deposit $4,000.

¢ Bonus of 2% will be added to your annuity on June 30, 2011.

* Bonus Rules *

1. Bonus of 2% applies only to net deposits received by FCSU between receipt of this
offer and June 30, 2007, excluding interest earned and less any withdrawal made between
01/01/07 and 06/30/07. Bonus payable only on the Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity.

2. Bonus of 2% will be credited on 06/30/2011. The bonus will be based on the net
funds deposited between 01/01/07 and 06/30/07, which must be maintained with FCSU
until 06/30/2011. (Interest earned on the bonus funds will not be included in the bonus
calculations.) Example: $100,000 @ 5.0%* (4 years) + 2% of $100,000 = $123,551.

3. If member with funds eligible for the bonus dies prior to 06/30/2007, no bonus is
payable. If a member with funds eligible for the bonus dies between July 1, 2007 and July
1, 2011, the bonus will be prorated to the date of death.

4.To be eligible for the 2% bonus, new deposits must be received by June 30, 2007. Any
FCSU annuity withdrawals after January 1, 2007 and redeposit with FCSU (except Park Money
Annuity and Park 2 Annuity) prior to 06/30/07 will not be eligible for the 2% bonus.

Features of the Six-Year Flexible Premium Deferred Annuity include:

e Your annuity continues to accumulate interest after you have stopped contributing and
have begun to receive retirement income. The interest rate you receive on your annuity after
settlement will never be less than 3.0%.

¢ Death Benefit-If you die prior to settlement, your beneficiary receives the full cash value
of the annuity. If you die while receiving retirement benefits, the value of your remaining
guaranteed benefits will be paid to your beneficiary.

e Withdrawal Privileges-Since annuities are meant to be long-term investments for
providing retirement funds, funds withdrawn during the first six years of your contract are
subject to an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge. You may withdraw 10% of your ‘beginning of
the year balance’ with no FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge.

¢ Your interest will be added to your account. You may, however, elect to have your in-
terest paid directly to you on a monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually basis. This is
called an Interest Option and the interest rate is slightly lower than if you left your interest
to accumulate.

e Even though you may not incur an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge, withdrawals before
age 59 %2 may be subject to a federal tax penalty.

e Tax on the interest earned is deferred until the annuity funds are drawn.

e Also available in a Traditional IRA or Roth IRA (subject to IRA Guidelines)

DON’T DELAY, ACT NOW!
For information, contact:
FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
6611 Rockside Road, Suite 300
P. O. Box 318013
Independence, OH 44131-8013
Call 1-800 JEDNOTA or 1-216-642-9406

Insurance Sales Person

We are looking to add a full-time sales person to our Home Office
team in Independence, Ohio. This person should have current life
insurance license and a few years insurance experience. There is a

base salary, plus commissions and employee benefits.

This position will work with recommenders to help them make sales
and work with inactive branches.

Mail a resume to the Home Office, Attn. President Andrew
M. Rajec or Executive Secretary Kenneth A. Arendt or e-mail to:
president @fcsu.com
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Report of the National Vice President

continued from page 1

covered with less than $2,500.00 of life insurance.

| was given some statistics at last years NFCA annual meeting that | would like to pass
on.

According to LIMRA (Life Insurance and Market Research Association)

¢ The average amount of life insurance coverage on insured individuals has grown by
$36,000.00 in constant dollars since 1998 — reaching $146,300.00 in 2004.

¢ Consumers feel buying life insurance is an important and complex final decision. Eight
in ten find it difficult to decide how much and what type to buy and worry about making the
wrong decision. Two thirds don’t know where to buy or who to turn to for help.

o Sixty-eight percent of the U.S. adults are covered by life insurance. That leaves one
third of Americans with no coverage.

¢ Almost half of those without insurance said no one has approached them about cover-
age.

These are alarming facts and the Membership and Marketing Committee is implementing
plans to meet them head on. We will go into detail on this when we get into marketing.

It is not only necessary to stress the importance of membership procurement, but we
also have an obligation to our proposers. The Membership and Marketing Committee would
like to express their sincere thanks to those recommenders who consistently recommend
new or increase business during our campaigns.

Now for last years “Top Guns” ... Our Societies “Best of the Best.”

Congratulations to the Society’s TOP 15 Producers by Amount of Insurance Sold for
the 2006 Membership Campaign.

1. Karianne R. Barnes

2. James Robert Marmol

3. George A. Sprock

4. George J. Kelchak

5. Dorothy J. Petrus

6. Audrey J. Balazik

7. Susan J. Salko

8. Kenneth Vehec

Congratulations to the Society’s TOP 14 Proposers by Amount of Annuity/IRA/Park
Money brought in for the 2006 Campaign.

1. Rosemary Deliman

2. Florence K. Matta

3. Andrew R. Harcar

4. George A. Sprock

5. Lois Kristoff-Kichka

6. Joseph John Lucas 13. Steven G. Luca

7.Bernard F. Zilka 14. Theresa R. Chupka

Congratulations to the Society’s TOP 15 Insurance/Annuity Proposers by Total Points
for the 2006 Membership Campaign.

1. Rosemary Deliman

2. George A. Sprock

3. Andrew R. Harcar

4. Florence K. Matta

5. Marie A. Gryczko

6. Dorothy J. Petrus

7. John Fialkovich

8. Audrey J. Balazik

Congratulations to the Society’s TOP 16 Proposers by the Number of Most Policies
Sold for the 2006 Campaign.

1. Dorothy J. Petrus

2. George A. Sprock

3. Audrey J. Balazik

4. John A. Jurcenko

5. Joseph E. Rura

6. Frances Tarquinio

7. Andrew R. Harcar

8. Karianne R. Barnes

9. Andrew R. Harcar
10. Jacquelyn Bobby
11. John A. Jurcenko
12. George J. Anthony
13. Joseph E. Rura
14. Frances Tarquinio
15. Henry J. Zack

8.Thomas M. Hricik
9. Robert J. Lutz
10. Irene M. Stancik
11. Joseph J. Yuros
12. Margaret A. Graytok

9. Joseph Fecik
10. Karianne R. Barnes
11. Anna L. Abaray
12. Lois Kristoff-Kichka
13. Joseph E. Rura
14. James Robert Marmol
15. George J. Kelchak

9. George J. Kelchak
10. Margaret Ann Bertovich
11. Kenneth Vehec
12. James Robert Marmol
13. Dolores C. Carlson
14. Barbara Sochovka
15. Michael E. Lako
16. Patricia Conner

To each and everyone who signed a member and/or sent in an Annuity/IRA/Park Money

contract for the year 2006. My heartfelt thanks and congratulations for a Job Well Done!
Marketing

This past year the Membership and Marketing Committee...

¢ Advertised in the Diocesan newspapers in Ohio, Pennsylvania, lllinois and New York.
Advertised on Slovak Radio Programs and sent direct mailings to members.

¢ On the annual Premium Juvenile Enrichment Plan (JEP) we were offering a special
fraternal dividend of $14.00 toward the first year premium. The special program ran from
December 1,2005 through June 30,2006 and was only good for $10,000.00 and $25,000.00
face value policies.

e FCSU Life held a year-long campaign where they paid 6% interest (5.827% APR) for
one full year on all annuity deposits received or rolled over from current FCSU annuities.
Deposits could be credited to non-qualified Flexible Premium Deferred, traditional IRA or
Roth IRA Annuities. Park Annuities and cash interest options were excluded from this offer.
Withdrawal charges on all rollovers from current FCSU annuities were waived.

¢ The Membership and Marketing Committee always devotes a portion of the executive
meetings, which are held every month, to membership retention and marketing.

e Raised minimum amount of insurance from $3,000.00 to $5,000.00 effective June 1,

2006 — This does not include our educational plan.

e Held a year long Presidential Campaign. It ran from July 2005 to the Presidential
Banquet in July 2006. Had 5 drawings totaling $4,450.00 for new insurance policies and 5
drawings totaling $4,450.00 for new Annuity/IRA Money that was brought in.

e Approved a 20-year term policy. We needed this 20-year term to round out our insur-
ance portfolio.

e The Committee is working with our actuaries on new insurance policies.

Activities

Some of my activities in the year 2006 were: Attended all monthly executive meetings as
well as special meetings called by the president. Articles were written pertaining to insurance
and published in the JEDNOTA. From April through December, | sent the Top Guns to the
printery. Letters concerning marketing were sent to the recommenders. Attended various
branch and district meeting and/or social functions. Attended the lllinois Fraternal Congress
Meeting in Lisle, lllinois. Attended Bruce and DePersis Seminar in Pittsburgh. | served on the
Convention Committee. Attended the Indiana Fraternal Congress Meeting in Nappanee, Indi-
ana. Attended the National Fraternal Congress Meeting in Arizona. Represented the Society
at a reception for Slovak organizations hosted by Chicago’s Cook County Treasurer Maria
Pappas. Represented the Society at Indiana Slovak Day in Merrillville, Indiana. | inform all
Regional Directors of their districts insurance and annuity production on a quarterly basis.
| am also the Chairman of the Membership and Marketing Committee.

At this time, | personally want to thank our Executive Committee and the Board of Direc-
tors for their help and encouragement. Many thanks to the District and Branch Officers for
their untiring commitment to our Society. | want to express my sincerest thanks to our Home
Office Staff for the excellent help and cooperation given to me throughout the year.

Until next time,

Good luck and God bless!
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.
National Vice President

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY — KENNETH A. ARENDT

ATTENTION ALL DISTRICT
AND BRANCH OFFICERS!

At the 48" Convention of the First Catholic Slovak Union held in Boca Raton, Florida in
July 2006, it was agreed that in order to qualify for your $4.00 per member stipend for 2007
you must meet the following requirements as stated in the Bylaw section 4.05:

“By the end of February of each year, the Home Office shall pay each local branch $4.00
per member, per year, not to exceed $8,000.00, provided the local branch has fulfilled the
following requirements:

(@) Published, announced and conducted two (2) semiannual meetings, one (1) of which
shall be an annual meeting held for the election of officers. Meeting attendance sheets shall
accompany the reports submitted to the Executive Secretary.

(b) Submitted an annual report to the Executive Secretary on a form provided, by Febru-
ary 15" of the following year.

(c) Submitted a financial report to the Executive Secretary on a form provided, by Febru-
ary 15" of the following year.

(d) Hosted, sponsored, promoted, or attended at least one fraternal activity in the past
year.

(e) Produced at least one (1) new contract in the previous calendar year. Branches with
two hundred fifty (250) or more members must produce at least two (2) new contracts.

(f) Provided the Home Office, on a continuing basis, current addresses of members
and completed change of beneficiary forms, death reports, and such other documents as
required by the Home Office.

(9) Sent a branch representative to attend at least one (1) disrict meeting per calendar
year. Those in attendance at the district meeting may vote to provide a branch with an
excused absence.

1. Members attending a district meeting shall sign an attendance sheet evidencing their
presence at the event. The district shall notify the Executive Secretary of those branches
failing to meet this attendance requirement of article “g” above by no later than February
15" of the following year.

2.The Executive Secretary shall publish no later than March 315t of the following year in
the Official Organ those branches failing to meet the requirement of section 4.05.

(h) Maintained good standing within it’s district by paying current fiscal year

dues and any other dues that may be outstanding from previous years.”

Your branch meeting announcement for publication in the Jednota Newspaper should be
sent directly to Jednota Estates, Attn: Anthony Sutherland, Editor, 1011 Rosedale Avenue,
Middletown, Pennsylvania 17057; Fax (717) 944-3107. Announcements may also be sent
directly to the Home Office to be placed on the Branch and District Web Page. All copies
are due by 4:30 p.m. the Monday before the issue date.

IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO, PLEASE BE SURE YOU
PRODUCE ONE NEW CONTRACT FOR THE YEAR.
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Akron Branch 553 Holds
Insurance and Annuity Seminar

On Sunday, March 25, 2007, the St. John the Baptist Society, Branch 553, sponsored
an Insurance and Annuity Seminar in conjunction with its quarterly meeting at the Slovak
“J” Club in Akron, Ohio.

Members attended a Mass at St. John the Baptist Church in Akron. Following the liturgy,
all members were invited to a Communion Brunch in the Slovak “J” Club. The meeting and
seminar were held after the brunch.

Branch 553 Vice President Greg Petrasek opened the seminar and introduced the national
officers, who conducted an extremely informative and educational presentation regarding
FCSU products.

National President Andrew M. Rajec kicked off the seminar with informative and en-
couraging remarks. He was followed by Vice President and Chairman of Membership and
Marketing Andrew Harcar Sr., who provided a comprehensive review of the policies available
to our members. Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt concluded the seminar by providing
details on the “great deals” in the annuity bonus program.

National President Rajec and Branch 553 Vice President Petrasek challenged all the
seminar participants to increase sales and membership, and to encourage our younger
members to not only utilize Jednota for their financial security but also to become active
supporters of our local branch. Immediately following the presentations, five applications for
annuities and two applications for insurance were requested. “Not a bad start to achieving
our goal of 100 new members in 2007,” replied Vice President Petrasek. He encouraged
all members to conduct similar programs for their members.

Steve Petrasek, President Emeritus, Br. 553

. A -

Our National President Andrew Rajec Our National Vice President Andrew Har-
opens the seminar with some encourag- car Sr. gave a presentation on insurance
ing remarks. products available through the FGSU.

From the desk of the Executive Secretary:

DIVIDENDS INCREASED BY 25%

Board of Directors and Officers of the First Catholic Slovak Union are

pleased to announce a 25% dividend increase for 2007. Through management
control and wise investments over the last 12 years our Society has enjoyed
tremendous growth. We have experienced a surplus increase from 2006 to
2007 of 17.1%. As a result we want to reward our members for showing
confidence and trust in our Society.

Slovak Foreign Minister Discusses
Visas, Security and the EU in Prague

Slovak Foreign Minister Jan Kubis held talks recently in Prague on the visa question,
security and the EU with Karel Schwarzenberg, Foreign Minister of the Czech Republic.

Both ministers touched upon the possible abolishment of the visa duty to the United
States for new EU and NATO members. They appreciated the fact that the U.S. Senate
recently passed an internal security act, which may lead to the visa duty being scrapped.
Schwarzenberg, however, considers it to be only the first step. Therefore, he, along with
Kubis, called for joint action concerning the visa duty within V4 (Slovakia, Czech Republic,
Hungary, Poland) and the Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. Kubis said that
Slovakia, as the current V4 chair country, will initiate talks on this issue.

Schwarzenberg and Kubis also discussed the U.S. anti-ballistic missile system, part of
which should be military bases in the Czech Republic and Poland. Kubis appreciated the
fact that the Czech Republic informed Slovakia about its negotiations on this issue, adding
that Slovakia supports such talks also on the NATO level.

TASR
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Front row, L-R: National Vice President Andrew Harcar Sr.; Branch 553 President
Emeritus Stephen Petrasek; National President Andrew Rajec; and Branch 553 Fi-
nancial Secretary Ann Kacsanek. Back row, L-R: Branch 553 Auditor Lennie Gmerek;
Branch 553 Treasurer George Kacsanek; Branch 553 Auditor George Smith; Executive
Secretary Kenneth Arendt; and Branch 553 Vice President Greg Petrasek.

[

National Officers, President Andrew Rajec, Vice President Andrew Harcar Sr. and
Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt prepare for the seminar.

From the desk of the Executive Secretary —
Visil our web site! www.fcsu.com

Exciting News — The Jednota Newspaper (English and Slovak sections) is now on our
web page and for your convenience 4 back issues and the current issue are maintained
on the web page at all times. If you missed an article or looking for a recipe you need only
to go to the web site

Branch and District Officers announcements are now on the web page and listings of
all activities for the various regions.

If you are looking for forms or applications you may find those also on the web site.

We encourage our branch and district officers to use this means of keeping in touch with
their branch members and announcing events. The email address is fcsu@aol.com if you
wish to send your information to the home office.

We will continue to update the web page, please check for announcements such as our
special 2% bonus now being offered through our annuity program, special offers on our
insurance products, trips to Slovakia, and our Alaskan Cruise Membership Meet.

WEB SITE — www.fcsu.com

Tour of Slovakia, Vienna,
Prague and Poland

John’s Tours is planning a tour to cover Slovakia along with a day in Vienna, two days in
Poland and also visit Krakow, Wielicyka Salt Mine, Wadowice, birthplace of Karol Wojtyla the
late Pope John Paul Il along with Auschwitz the largest Nazi Concentration Camp of World
War Il. We will visit Zakopone and its Market Place, and the village of Zdiar a Goral Village
with typical wooden houses and strong folk traditions. The tour will be September 7-23.

We will assist you with arrangements to visit relatives. So join us on our 17-day vaca-
tion. For a brochure with detailed information, call or write to: John’s Tours. P 0 Box 154,
Vandergrift, PA 15690. Call 1-800-260-8687 or 724/567-7341; fax 724/568-5252.
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DISTRICT ANNOUNCEMENTS

REV. STEPHEN FURDEK DISTRICT—
Eastern Pennsylvania, Maryland and Washington, D.C.

The Rev. Stephen Furdek District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 22,
2007, at St. Ann’s Church, Lansford, Pennsylvania. Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m.
in St. Ann’s Church, East Bertsch and Tunnel Streets, Lansford. Dinner will be served after
the liturgy at 12:30 p.m. at the Lansford Am Vets, at 201 West Ridge Street. The meeting

will begin at 1:30 p.m.

The cost of the meal will be $15.00 per person. Make your checks payable to host Branch
293 and send it along with your credentials by Monday, April 16. Please send them in on
time. Make note of my new address on the credentials.

Hope to see many of you at the meeting. Have a Happy and Blessed Easter.

GEORGE ONDA DISTRICT—
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania

Helen Fiala, Recording Secretary

The George Onda District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 29, 2007, at 2:00
p.m. at the Old Country Buffet in the Eastgate Plaza, Route 30, Greensburg, Pennsylvania.

MSGR. JOHN E. RURA DISTRICT—
New Jersey

Linda L. Gonta, Secretary

The Msgr. John E. Rura District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 22,
2007, at 1:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Church Hall, 16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, New Jersey.
Branch 290 will host the meeting. Branch secretaries are asked to call Joe Minarovich at
732/469-5256 by April 12 with the number of members who will be attending. Please join

us. Refreshments will be served.

MSGR. JOSEPH TISO DISTRICT—
Allegheny-Kiski Valley, Pennsylvania

Mary J. Kapitan, Secretary

The Msgr. Joseph Tiso District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 29,
2007, at 2:00 p.m. at the C.U. Club, 912 Sixth Avenue, Ford City, Pennsylvania. A light lun-
cheon will be served. Branch delegates are asked to call Grace Charney at 724/763-1104

to confirm their attendance.

Grace M. Charney, Secretary

BRANCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Branch 55—
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Joseph Society, Branch 55, will
hold its next meeting on Sunday, May 20,
2007, immediately after the 10:30 a.m.
Mass in the Church Hall of St. Agnes-St.
John Nepomucene Church, 319 Brown
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Regular
business will be conducted. Refreshments
will be served.

We try to follow the tradition of Slovak
Catholic fraternal societies of having a
Mass before a meeting. Therefore, we urge
all members to attend the 10:30 a.m. Mass
before the meeting. Please call the president
at 610/356-7956 for directions.

Josephine E. Gerba, Secretary

Branch 290—
RARITAN, NEW JERSEY

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch
290, will hold a meeting on Thursday, April
26, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. Please call Joe
Minarovich after 6:30 p.m. at 732/469-5256
for the location of the meeting.

Joseph F. Minarovich, President

Branch 380—
CANONSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
The St. Ignatius Society, Branch 380, will
hold a meeting on Sunday, April 22, 2007,
at 2:00 p.m. at 236 West Pike Street, Can-
onsburg, Pennsylvania.
Margaret Graytok

Branch 372—
BEAVERDALE, PENNSYLVANIA

The St. Joseph Society, Branch 372, will
hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April
22,2007, at 1:00 p.m. in Holy Spirit Church
Hall, Cameron Avenue, Beaverdale, Pennsyl-
vania. Al members are urged to attend.

Michael P. Hudak, Vice President

Branch 456—
HAWK RUN, PENNSYLVANIA

The SS. Peter and Paul Society, Branch
456, will hold its next meeting on Sunday,
April 22,2007, at 12:00 noon at the Lincoln
Club Meeting Room, Fourth Street, Hawk
Run, Pennsylvania. All members are urged
to attend.

Frank Danko, Secretary

Branch 746—
LINDEN, NEW JERSEY

The St. John the Baptist Society, Branch
746, will hold its next meeting on Sunday,
May 20, 2007, at 10:30 a.m. in the upstairs
meeting room of the Msgr. Komar Hall of Holy
Family Church, Linden, New Jersey. On the
agenda will be a discussion and planning for
the summer picnic and other possible events.
Please bring your suggestions. Refreshments
will follow.

We are sponsoring a bus trip on Saturday,
October 6, 2007, to see “In the Beginning”
at the Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Join us for the show and din-
ner. Please call Mary Karch at 732/572-2331
for information and reservations.

Mary J. Kapitan, Secretary

Branch 856—
WASHINGTON, D.C., MARYLAND AND
VIRGINIA
Our Mother of Sorrows Society, Branch
856, will hold its next meeting on Thursday,
May 10, 2007, at 1:30 p.m. at the Thomas
Jefferson Library, 7415 Arlington Boulevard,
Falls Church, Virginia. On the agenda will be a
discussion of the District meeting and other
possible events. All members are urged to
attend. For more information call Stephen
Matula at 703/671-3013 or Katherine
Nowatkoski at 703/860-1693.
Katherine Nowatkoski,
Financial Secretary

REV. JOHN J. SPITKOVSKY DISTRICT—
lllinois, Indiana and Wisconsin
The Rev. John J. Spitkovsky District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday,
April 29, 2007, at Our Lady of Sorrows Benedictine Convent, 5900 West 147th Street,
0Oak Forest, lllinois. There will be a short period of fraternal fellowship with refreshments
at 1:30 p.m. followed by the meeting at 2:00 p.m. All branches are encouraged to send
delegates to the meeting. Delegates will be treated to dinner. If you plan to attend, please
call District Il President John Jurcenko at 773/763-0810.
Robert Tapak Magruder, Recording Secretary
MICHIGAN DISTRICT—
Michigan
The Michigan District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 22, 2007, at the
Best Western Sterling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke Avenue, Sterling Heights, Michigan. The hotel
is located on the southwest corner on Van Dyke at 15 Mile Road. The meeting will begin at
1:00 p.m. with a buffet lunch followed by a brief district meeting, and immediately followed
by a Sales Seminar presented by the Home Office.
We will begin the day with a Slovak Mass at 11:30 a.m. at SS. Cyril and Methodius Church,
41233 Ryan Road, Sterling Heights. All members are urged to attend.
Since the Home Office is providing lunch you must call in your attendance reservation
to Ken Arendt at 1/800-533-6682 by April 16, 2007.
Please note that section 4.05 (g) of the 2007 bylaws requires branch attendance at least
one (1) district meeting per calendar year.
Selling our insurance and annuity products is critical to our Society’s growth. Be there!
Anna Magusin, Secretary

REV. JOHN MARTVON DISTRICT—
Blair, Cambria, Indiana, Somerset and Bedford Gounties, Pennsylvania

The Rev. John Martvon District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April 29,
2007, at 2:00 p.m. at St. Benedict Church Hall, Main Street, Carrolltown, Pennsylvania.
District branch members are reminded of the requirements of Section 4.05 (g & h) of the
bylaws to be eligible to receive the $4.00 per member in 2007. One branch representative
must attend at least one District Meeting per year and current fiscal dues and any past
outstanding dues must be paid. Let’s have a good turnout at this semiannual meeting.

Joseph E. Rura, Recording Secretary

SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS DISTRICT—
Luzerne & Lackawanna Counties, Pennsylvania and Broome County, New York

The SS. Cyril and Methodius District will hold its Semiannual Meeting on Sunday, April
29,2007, at Holy Family Church, Gibson and Washington Streets, Scranton, Pennsylvania. A
luncheon will be served to all in attendance at 2:30 p.m. followed by a business and sales
seminar at 3:30 p.m. conducted by National Vice President Andrew Harcar Sr., from the
Home Office. There will also be a short District Meeting to discuss various subjects including
the summer picnic and a trip to Ellis Island.

Reservations must be made by contacting one of the following officers: Michael
Slovenkai at 570/342-7562, Dorothy Ungvarsky at 570/403-2067, or Frank Haynak at
607/797-6160.

Theresa Chupka, Recording Secretary
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High Tatras Most Popular
Region in Slovakia

Almost 50 percent of Slovaks consider the High Tatras to be the most attractive region
in the country, according to a poll released recently. The poll was conducted in November
2006 on a sample of 997 respondents.

As many as 25 percent of those polled think the Slovensky Raj (Slovak Paradise) area
in central-eastern Slovakia is the most attractive region while 10 percent chose the Low
Tatras. Among other popular regions are Orava (Zilina region), Bratislava and Liptov (Zilina
region).

The High Tatras are popular especially among people younger than 29 and those older
than 60, people living in towns with more than 100,000 inhabitants and people from Kosice,
Banska Bystrica and Trencin regions.

Most of the respondents expect entertainment and culture from their holiday. Other
important factors that impact the holidays people choose are tourism facilities, mountain
and spa resorts and relaxation and sports facilities.

Peoples’ choices of holiday resorts are also influenced by the quality of services, especially
the restaurants, hotel and accommodation facilities, flexible serving of meals, a swimming
pool, fitness room, and the possibility of getting a massage.
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If each member would sign up just one new member,
we could double our Society immediately.

THINK ABOUT IT!
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By Joseph T. Senko

Certified Public Accountant
Certified Financial Planner

Personal Financial Speczallst <
(AICPA)

How To Select The Right Investments For The Right Goals

When it comes to investing, there’s no one-size-fits-all strategy. Your strategy will vary,
depending on your stage in life, financial resources, and specific goals.

Setting goals is the most important part of planning and implementing any investment
plan. For example, are you trying to save for retirement, a new home, or college tuition?
If you would like to save for all three goals, prioritize them and set a time frame for each.
Recognize that you will have more time to save for some goals than others. Financial goals
are generally classified as short-, medium-, and long-term. Knowing how long you have until
you need the money for each goal will help you determine the appropriate investments.

Short-Term Goals Call For Low-Risk Investments

Short-term goals are generally defined as those that you hope to achieve within one-
to-three years. Common short-term goals include paying off credit card debt, going on a
vacation, and making a down payment on a car. If you have more than one or two short-term
goals, you will need to prioritize them.

Low-risk, cash-equivalent accounts such as a passbook savings or money markets are
generally the best investment options when working within a short time period. Other pos-
sibilities include Treasury bills with a maturity of one year or less and bank certificates of
deposit (CDs). These safe options generally garner lower returns than riskier investments.

Stocks or mutual funds, which can fluctuate greatly, may not give you the return you need
in the short term. It is possible that you could lose money if you had to sell your investment
at a time when the market is down.

Medium-Term Goals Require Conservative Investments

Medium-term goals fall in the three- to five-year range. For these goals, such as sav-
ing for a down payment on a house, a conservative approach remains the best strategy.
The higher return you might earn by investing in stocks may not be worth the risk that the
market may fall at the time you need the money.

When investing for this timespan, FCSU Park annuity, longer-term CDs, short-term bonds,
and Treasury notes would be appropriate investments. Keep in mind that as your financial
goal gets closer, you will have to move funds into cash-equivalent investments.

Long-Term Goals Allow For More Growth

With a long-term goal, such as saving for your child’s college education or your own
retirement, time means more flexibility. You can invest in growth assets, such as stocks,
which fluctuate more but tend to produce a greater return over time. Unlike more conserva-
tive investments, stocks can outpace inflation, an important consideration when investing
for long-term goals. Since you have time to weather ups and downs in the market, the risk
is reduced.

How you allocate your assets among the different types of investments takes on increased
importance when investing for the long-term. Choosing the right mix of stocks, bonds, and
cash equivalents is the single most important factor for successful investing. Remember,
as you move closer to the time when you’ll need the money, reallocate your assets toward
more conservative investments.

Refine Your Investment Strategies Often

If you're like most people, your financial goals will shift throughout the course of your
life. You must review your goals and investments regularly to ensure that they reflect your
changing needs.

If you have additional questions on this subject, contact Joe Senko at Manor Oak Two,
Suite 500, 1910 Cochran Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15220 or 412/531-2990 or fax 412/531-
4793 or jsenko@mvs-cpa.com
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Slovakia Presents Investment and
Tourism Possibilities in Washington, D.C.

Slovakia has introduced itself as a country with rapid economic growth and a favorable
business environment at the Slovak Embassy in Washington, D.C., Economy Minister Lubomir
Jahnatek said recently during his visit to the United States. American businessmen, state
officials, trade union representatives and members of Friends of Slovakia were also present
at the Embassy for the meeting.

“In the future, we want to focus on intensifying mutual relations, especially concerning
trade and commerce, knowledge-based society, applied research and projects with higher
added value,” Economy Minister Jahnatek said.

During a presentation of the investment and tourism prospects in Slovakia with Slovak
Tourism Agency (SACR) Head Zuzana Rekenova in attendance, the country’s new Tourism
Development Strategy to 2013 was presented. “Among its aims are to boost Slovakia’s
competitiveness, alleviate regional disparities, make use of all the possibilities that exist and
create new jobs,” Jahnatek said, adding that Slovakia has to make use of its specific regional
characteristics given that there is great competition in today’s global tourism market.
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Gus and Marge Kapsa Celebrate
20th Wedding Anmversary

Gus and Marge Kapsa, of Etobi-
coke, Ontario, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary, on October 13,
2006. They were married by Msgr. Mi-
chael Shuba, at SS. Cyril and Metho-
dius Church, in Toronto, in October
1956. The happy couple celebrated
by enjoying an evening with family,
relatives and friends at the home of
their son, in Mississauga. The event
was hosted by their children Gary
and Vanessa Kapsa, Carolyn and Don
Fallis, and their grandchildren.

Congratulations to Gus and Marge
Kapsa, longtime members of Jednota
Branch 785, in Toronto.

Gus and Marge Kapsa

A SAILING WE WILL GO!

Come on board with the First Catholic
Slovak Union for a seven (7) night Alaskan
Cruise.

The Membership and Marketing commit-

~ tee is sponsoring their 2007 membership
meet from July 27 — August 3 aboard the
Vision of the Seas. Your accumulated points

. up to December 31, 2006 will be used to-
wards the cost of the cruise.

Royal Caribbean’s Vision of the Seas is
one of the most popular cruise ships in the
world. On the ship you will be staying in an

ocean view stateroom. Our itinerary from Seattle, Washington includes stops in
Juneau, Skagway, Tracy Arm Fjord, Alaska and Prince Rupert, B.C.

The cost for a large ocean view stateroom which includes the cruise, port and
government taxes, the new $50.00 Alaska state tax, all pre-paid gratuities and
transfer from the airport to the cruise ship and back is $1,523.00. (Optional in-
surance and airfare package is available through Carolyn Pollack of Ambassatour
Travel at 724-375-8687).

The First Catholic Slovak Union will provide your on board stateroom (double
occupancy) plus meals and entertainment as provided by the cruise line. You must
settle any additional expenses incurred prior to departure.

The First Catholic Slovak Union is not responsible for your travel arrangements
to and from Seattle, Washington. Please contact Ambassatour Travel or your own
travel agency.

The cut off date for reservations is May 4, 2007. A $100.00 non-refundable
deposit is required when you make your reservations. Final payment is due May
18, 2007. The trip is open to all members of the First Catholic Slovak Union and
their guests.

To all recommenders — here is your chance to enjoy your vacation unlike any
other. This will be an experience of a lifetime. From January 1, 2007 to June 30,
2007, the First Catholic Slovak Union is offering all cruise participants an opportu-
nity to earn double points for insurance and annuity sales — that’s right — DOUBLE
POINTS! These double points will only count toward the Alaskan Cruise Membership
Meet and payment will be made upon your return. If you have any further questions
- please contact the home office and ask for Karen at 1-800-533-6682.

HURRY — ROOMS ARE LIMITED!
We only have 45 staterooms at that price (90 people). These rooms will be given
out on a first come — first serve basis.
Until we meet at the meet!
Good luck and God bless,
Andrew R. Harcar, Sr.
Membership and Marketing Chairman

Great News!

Inside State Rooms at

Now available for the 7 Night Alaska Cruise -
$1255.00 (double occupancy) and includes pre-paid gratuities and Transfers.
We have a limited number available. These rooms will be given out on a first
come-first serve basis. Call today at 1/800-533-6682.
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and Subsidiaries

Consolidated Balance Sheets
December 31, 2006 and 2005

ASSETS
2006 2005
Current Assets
Cash $ 236,434 $94,444
Accounts Receivable 14,455 51,243
Prepaid Taxes 12,287 2,499
Total Current Assets 263,176 148,186
Investment
FCSU Branch Agreement at
Market Value 166,551 157,858
Property, Plant and Equipment
Land 162,000 162,000
Land Improvements 73,554 73,554
Building 2,846,326 2,846,326
Leasehold Improvements 249,515 249,515
3,331,395 3,331,395
Less Accumulated Depreciation (1,227,994) (1,145,171)
Property and Equipment — Net 2,103,401 2,186,224
Total Assets $2,533,128 $ 2,492,268

Consolidated Statements of Income
Years Ended December 31, 2006 and 2005

2006 2005
Continuing Operations
Rental Income $490,218 $478,864
Operating Expenses
Board Expenses 6,412 4,048
Commissions 17,581 33,762
Depreciation 82,823 81,304
Insurance 6,127 6,289
Interest 164,106 168,462
Landscaping 4,860 4,905
Maintenance and Repair 23,867 2,616
Manager Expenses 8,850 7,200
Professional Fees 8,960 6,550
Taxes — Other 2,307 2,886
Taxes — Real Estate 3,408 3,319
Utilities 1,826 12,427
Total Operating Expenses 331,127 333,768
Income from Operations 159,091 145,096
Other Income
Interest Income 8,694 6,071
Other Income 650 -
Total Other Income 9,344 6,071
Income Before Income Taxes 168,435 151,167
Provision for Income Taxes
Federal 23,844 38,894
State 16,830 18,730
Total Provision for Income Taxes 40,674 57,624

Net Income

VISIT THE FCSU’s WEBSITE

Home page at: http://www.fcsu.com

Send e-mail to the FCSU at the following address:
fcsu@aol.com

LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS’ EQUITY

2006 2005

Current Liabilities

Current Portion of Long-Term Debt $ 105,588 $98,372

Accounts Payable — Trade 13,959 14,979

Accrued Expenses 13,405 13,987

Accrued Income Taxes 1,709 16,816

Deferred Revenue 28,180 -

Total Current Liabilities 162,841 144,154
Long-Term Liabilities

Mortgage Payable 2,160,103 2,265,691

Total Liabilities 2,322,944 2,409,845
Stockholders’ Equity

Common Stock — No Par Value;

750 Shares Authorized:;
86 Shares Issued and Outstanding 114,380 114,380

Additional Paid-In Capital 927,424 927,424

Retained Earnings (Deficit) (831,620) (959,381)

Total Stockholders’ Equity 210,184 82,423
Total Liabilities and Stockholders’ Equity $2,533,128 $2,492 268

“PARK 2 ANNUITY” -
NOW PAYING 4.75%

Under the “Park 2 Annuity”, you make a one-time deposit of at least
$1,000.00 into an annuity fund that accumulates interest at a guaranteed rate
for two years. Additional deposits are not allowed.

Features of the “Park 2 Annuity” include:

¢ The FCSU guarantees your initial interest rate for two years. After two years,

your funds will continue to accumulate interest at no less than 3.0%.

e The “Park 2 Annuity” can be converted to any of the FCSU Annuity Plans at

any time.

e The “Park 2 Annuity” is not applicable to any settlement option or interest

option.

e Withdrawal Privileges-Funds withdrawn during the first two years are subject

to an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge. The charge is 6% the first year and 5%
the second year. You may, however, withdraw up to 10% of your ‘beginning of
the year balance’ with no FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge.

e Even though you may not incur an FCSU Early Withdrawal Charge, withdrawals

before age 59 %2 may be subject to a federal tax penalty.

e Tax on the interest earned is deferred until the annuity funds are drawn.

e The minimum deposit is $1,000.00.

Please contact your Branch Officer or the Home Office for applications.

Slovak Crown Hils
All-Time High

The Slovak Crown (Koruna), which hit a new all-time high against the Euro in March, is
too strong, according to Slovak central bank governor Ilvan Sramko.

“We find the rate reached by the Crown over the past weekend to be overstated,” said
Sramko at a news briefing with Finance Minister Jan Pociatek on the development. “We will
use all tools available to the central bank to try and keep this development under control,”
stressed Sramko.

According to Tatra Banka dealer Milan Cavojec, the new record is a response to the re-
evaluation of the Crown central parity in the ERM-2 exchange rate system as of March 23
to 35.4424 SKK/EUR from the original level of 38.455 SKK/EUR.

TASR
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Senator Voinovich Sponsors Roundtable Discussion

By Bernadette Demechko

On Friday, March 16, Senator George
Voinovich, Ohio, hosted a luncheon and
roundtable discussion on his Visa Waiver
Legislation. Representatives from various
ethnic groups were invited to this event,
which was held at SS. Cyril and Metho-
dius Hall, Warren, Ohio. | was contacted in
my capacity as Secretary of Youngstown
Spisska Nova Ves Sister Cities and | asked
my brother, Steve Bacon, President Emeritus
of the group, to accompany me. (His wife
Gigi went in his place when he contacted the
flu.) Mary Babnic of the Slovak Radio Hour on
WKTL and President of the American Slovak
Cultural Association was the third person
representing the Slovaks.

After a delicious lunch of pirohi, salad,
halushki, beets and apricot and nut kolache,
the group retired to a conference room
where a true roundtable was set up so we
all faced one another and the atmosphere was conducive to an informal discussion.

Using document handouts and also addressing the group, the Senator explained that
his interest in ethnic causes stemmed from the fact that his parents were Slovenian and
Serbian. In recent years more and more Americans were contacting him and expressing
the desire to host relatives and friends from their ancestral homeland only to have the re-
quests for Visas denied. The legislation he has brought before Congress as an amendment
to the Homeland Security Bill (The Secure Travel and Counter Terrorist Partnership Act of
2007 — S-653) would include more countries in the favored Visa Waiver Program (VWP).
Co-sponsors of the Bill include Senator Dan Akaka, Hawaii; Senator Richard Lugar, Indiana;
Senator Barbara Mikulski, Maryland; and Senator Ted Stevens, Arkansas.

Many of the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission have been incorporated in the
bill. The Senate had approved the bill, 60-38, the day of our meeting; but it is being held up
in the House of Representatives because of other issues, not the Visa portion.

The Senator said he would volunteer to be on the Conference Committee to work to
move the bill forward.

He explained that the Visa Waiver Program came into being in 1986 whereby the United
States gave favored status to its allies. This was done for economic reasons (business and
tourism) to insure that travel to the United States was readily available without quotas, etc.

But two events in history warranted a change in the 1986 program: The fall of Commu-
nism in 1989 and the attack on the World Trade Center in 2001. As the yoke of Communism
was broken, a new group of countries would become allied with the United States. Having
lived under the oppression of Communism, the citizens of many of these countries wanted
a democracy and would fight to preserve it in their countries. Realizing this new host of
friends was assisting us in the fight of terrorism, President Bush, on his visit to Estonia,
promised a “Road Map” to the thirteen countries who had applied for the VWP: Bulgaria,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania,
Slovakia and South Korea.

Although we had only a few days to prepare for this roundtable, my brother Steve drove
to Washington to meet with Slovak Ambassador, Rastislav Kacer, and asked him to email us
some data of Slovak involvement in the Iraq war, etc. The email arrived and this information
was contained in it;

100 troops from Slovakia (Engineering Battalion) helped with mine removal
and had just returned home from Iraq
10 Slovak military instructors are still in Iraq, training their troops

Coming F Vénfé/' /

APRIL

22 —The Michigan District’s Semiannual Meeting at 1:00 p.m. at the Best Western
Sterling Inn, 34911 Van Dyke Avenue, Sterling Heights, Michigan.

22 —The Msgr. John E. Rura District’s Semiannual Meeting at 1:30 p.m. at St. Joseph
Church Hall, 16 East Somerset Street, Raritan, New Jersey.

22 —The Rev. Stephen Furdek District’s Semiannual Meeting in Lansford,
Pennsylvania. Mass at 11:00 a.m. in St. Ann’s Church, East Bertsch Street,
followed by dinner and the meeting at the Lansford Am Vets, 201 West Ridge
Street.

29 — The George Onda District’s Semiannual Meeting at 2:00 p.m. at the 0ld Country
Buffet, in the Eastgate Plaza, Greensburg, Pennsylvania.

29 — The Rev. John Martvon District’s Semiannual Meeting at 2:00 p.m. at St. Benedict
Church Hall, Main Street, Carrolltown, Pennsylvania.

29 — The Msgr. Joseph Tiso District’s Semiannual Meeting at 2:00 p.m. at the C.U. Club,
912 Sixth Avenue, Ford City, Pennsylvania.

29 — The Rev. John J. Spitkovsky District’s Semiannual Meeting at 1:30 p.m. at Our Lady
of Sorrows Benedictine Convent, 5900 West 147th Street, Oak Forest, lllinois.

29 —The SS. Cyril and Methodius District’s Semiannual Meeting at Holy Family
Church, Gibson and Washington Streets, Scranton, Pennsylvania. A luncheon at
2:30 p.m. followed by the seminar and meeting at 3:30 p.m.

Gigi Bacon (left) and Bernie Demechko with Senator George Voinovich at the Round-
table discussion on the Visa Waiver Program.

60 Slovak troops are in Afghanistan

= (engineering) at Kabul Airport. When they

were recently asked to move to the
more dangerous site of Kandahar,
they readily agreed to do so
4 Slovak soldiers have been killed in
Iraq
40 Slovak troops were killed in 2006
when the airplane that was bringing
them home to Slovakia from Kosovo
crashed near Kosice

The email further stated that Slovakia is
a non-permanent member of the United Na-
tions and consistently votes with the United
States. One military airport in Slovakia is
used for training through the United Nations.
There are no NATO bases in Slovakia.

At the roundtable many of the people
expressed their concern about the countries,
which were once under the domination of
the USSR. With relatives in satellite countries
surrounding Russia, they worry about some of the actions taken lately by Viadimir Putin.
They welcome NATO forces and bases for they feel secure with the NATO presence in the
region.

Senator Voinovich stated that although the thirteen nations mentioned above had originally
been considered for the VWP, his bill will “wipe the slate clean.” All nations, including all those
that were given privileged status in 1986, will have to abide by the new Visa regulations. The
reasons are obvious — although England and Spain were in the original group that received
special treatment, both countries have been hit by terrorists, thereby showing a need for
Visa and other security measures for entering and departing from their countries.

Some of the new security rules, in abbreviated form, would include:
Electronic passports with biometric information chip identifying the owner
Instituting an electronic authorization system
Stricter passenger screening
Passenger information sharing (lists of suspected terrorists)
Prompt reporting of lost, stolen or fraudulent documents
Home country repatriation to any visitors violating United States laws
Better airport security standards
Tracking visitors and insuring they leave the country after 90 days.

Although some countries might balk at having to adhere to such rigid rules, they must
be in compliance or their favored Visa Waiver status will be taken from them.

Because of the technological passport, there might be an added cost to obtain one but
it will be worth it if lives are saved.

Although the measures above are mainly being implemented for security reasons, the
fact that so many more nations will be added to the VWP will cause a strengthening of our
friendships with many nations. And the economic factor cannot be overlooked for easier
access to and from the United States will help business travel in a global economy.

Youngstown Sister Cities annually sponsors a trip to Slovakia. This year’s 13th annual trip
will bring the total to over 300 tourists who have visited Slovakia through our tours. As last
year’s tour guide, | helped to arrange reunions with three different families from the United
States and their relatives in Slovakia and Poland. The tourists were overwhelmed with the
hospitality of the people of those countries and expressed a desire to bring their relatives
to the United States so they might be able to reciprocate their hospitality. Hopefully, when
the new Visa Waiver Program goes into effect, these desires will be easily fulfilled.

Bernie Demechko bdemechko@aol.com

FROM THE DESK OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY:
FIRST CATHOLIC SLOVAK UNION
ANNUITY INTEREST RATE INCREASES
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2007

Effective April 1, 2007, the annual yield on existing First Catholic Slovak Union Flexible
Premium Deferred Retirement Annuity and Individual Retirement Account (IRA) is 5.00%
(4.879% APR).

The annual yield on the Park 2 Annuity 4.75% (4.641% APR).

The annual yield on accounts with the “Cash Interest” Option will be 4.75% (4.641%
APR).

Settlement Options will be based on an annual yield of 4.50% (4.402% APR).

If you have any questions about our annuities or IRAs, please contact the Home Office
at 1-800-JEDNOTA.

THESE RATES WILL REMAIN EFFECTIVE THROUGH JUNE 30, 2007.
Kenneth A. Arendt
National Secretary
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MONTREAL JEDNOTA MIXED
March 13, 2007
Team Points
James Verrillo 104
Steve Szubiak 103
John Gaydos 103
Paul Dvorsky 93
Emil Ondrechak 93
Mary Makovsky 85
Gerry Madejchuk 83
Tony Makovsky 83
John Jasko 82
Domenic Pugliese 76

High single game team: Domenic Pug-
liese-625. High three games team: Mary
Makovsky-1785. High single game indi-
vidual: (woman) Mary Makovsky-182; (man)
Domenic Pugliese-235. High three games
individual: (woman) Mary Makovsky-518;
(man) James Verrillo-623.

Next four high single games: (women) Mary
Jurkanin-174, Anne Szubiak-172, Pauline
Dvorsky-161, Marta Fuska-159; (men)
James Verrillo-226, Emil Ondrechak-216,
John Gaydos-202, Tony Makovsky-192.
Next four high three games: (women) Mary
Jurkanin-480, Anne Szubiak-439, Marta
Fuska-408, Pauline Dvorsky-399; (men) Emil
Ondrechak-591, Domenic Pugliese-551,
Alan Subenik-548, John Gaydos-547.

March 20, 2007

Team Points
John Gaydos 108
Steve Szubiak 106
James Verrillo 106
Paul Dvorsky 98
Emil Ondrechak 98
Mary Makovsky 89
Gerry Madejchuk 85
Tony Makovsky 85
John Jasko 85
Domenic Pugliese 81

High single game team: John Gaydos-665.
High three games team: John Gaydos-1871.
High single game individual: (woman) Mary
Makovsky-203; (man) Gerry Madejchuk-226.
High three games individual: (woman) Mary
Makovsky-575; (man) Gerry Madejchuk-
608.

Next four high single games: (women) Olga
Slodichak-192, Helen Corej-178, Mary Jur-
kanin-170, Suzanne Hurtuk-163; (men) Emil
Ondrechak-213, Domenic Pugliese-212,
James Verrillo-211, John Gaydos-202.
Next four high three games: (women) Olga
Slodichak-518, Mary Jurkanin-494, Helen
Corej-457, Suzanne Hurtuk-432; (men)
James Verrillo-566, John Gaydos-527, Do-
menic Pugliese-524, Emil Ondrechak 516.

March 27, 2007

Team Points
John Gaydos 110
Steve Szubiak 109
James Verrillo 108
Emil Ondrechak 105
Paul Dvorsky 103
Mary Makovsky 91
Gerry Madejchuk 89
John Jasko 89
Domenic Pugliese 86
Tony Makovsky 85

High single game team: John Gaydos-624.
High three games team: Emil Ondrechak-
1798. High single game individual: (woman)
Mary Jurkanin-200; (man) Emil Ondrechak-

JEDNOTA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2007

JEDNOTA BOWLING RESULTS

231. High three games individual: (woman)
Mary Jurkanin-509; (man) James Verrillo-
594.
Next four high single games: (women) Mary
Makovsky-162, Pauline Dvorsky-160, Ann
Ondrechak-151, Marta Fuska-146; (men)
Domenic Pugliese-217, James Verrillo-214,
Paul Dvorsky-189, John Kecka-182.
Next four high three games: (women) Ann
Ondrechak-443, Mary Makovsky-442, Pau-
line Dvorsky-428, Anne Szubiak-399; (men)
Domenic Pugliese-591, Emil Ondrechak-576,
Paul Dvorsky-528, Steve Szubiak-499.
Mary Makovsky, Secretary

TORONTO SLOVAK MIXED
(BRANCH #785)
February 21, 2007

Pos Tm# Team Won Lost
1 6 Jerry Siman 115.0 53.0
2 15 Michael Kapitan 107.0 54.0
3 2 StanPella 99.0 69.0
4 4 Emil Jursa 96.0 720
5 3 Rose Pikul 91.0 770
6 7 HankGrys 90.0 78.0
7 8 Jim Szabo 88.0 80.0
8 5 JoeJursa 88.0 80.0
9 14 John Jursa 86.0 820
10 13 Anne Mitro 85.0 83.0
11 1 Sharon Tomas 83.0 85.0
12 9 Greg Grys 82.0 86.0
13 11 Jason Ubeika 80.0 88.0
14 12 Ed Jursa 80.0 88.0
15 10 Denise Ricciuti  60.0 108.0

This Week’s Individual High Scores
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Danny Zrobok-619; Anne
Mitro-509.

HI-SERIES-HCP: Frank Bokor-728; Helen Von
Friedl-712.

HI-GAME-FLAT: Danny Zrobok-258; Mary
Bis-195.

HI-GAME-HCP: Danny Zrobok-277; Mary
Bis-258.

February 28, 2007
Pos Tm# Team Won Lost
1 6 Jerry Siman 115.0 60.0
2 15 Michael Kapitan 114.0 54.0
3 2 StanPella 1040 71.0
4 4 Emil Jursa 98.0 77.0
5 3 Rose Pikul 96.0 79.0
6 8 Jim Szabo 95.0 80.0
7 13 Anne Mitro 92.0 83.0
8 7 Hank Grys 90.0 85.0
9 5 JoeJursa 90.0 85.0
10 14 John Jursa 88.0 87.0
11 9 Greg Grys 87.0 88.0
12 12 EdJursa 87.0 88.0
13 11 Jason Ubeika 87.0 88.0
14 1 Sharon Tomas 83.0 920
15 10 Denise Ricciuti 60.0 115.0

This Week’s Individual High Scores
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Jason Ubeika-613; Lydia
Scibravy-526.

HI-SERIES-HCP: Ted Golla-698; Lydia Sci-
bravy-736.
HI-GAME-FLAT: Greg Grys-228; Marge
Kapsa-202.
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HI-GAME-HCP: Ted Golla-262; Melissa Rak-
281.

March 7, 2007
Pos Tm# Team Won Lost

1 6 Jerry Siman 119.0 63.0
2 15 Michael Kapitan 118.0 57.0
3 2 StanPella 109.0 73.0
4 4 Emil Jursa 105.0 77.0
5 3 Rose Pikul 103.0 79.0
6 8 Jim Szabo 98.0 84.0
7 13 Anne Mitro 940 88.0
8 11 Jason Ubeika 94.0 88.0
9 5 JoeJursa 93.0 89.0
10 14 John Jursa 93.0 89.0
11 7 Hank Grys 90.0 920
12 9 Greg Grys 89.0 93.0
13 12 EdJursa 89.0 93.0
14 1 Sharon Tomas 88.0 94.0
15 10 Denise Ricciuti 60.0 122.0

This Week’s Individual High Scores
HI-SERIES-FLAT: Danny Zrobok-669; Cathy
Szabo-522.

HI-SERIES-HCP: Mike Kapitan-728; Mary
Bis-684.

HI-GAME-FLAT: Danny Zrobok-246; Mary
Bis-200, Anne Forma-200.

HI-GAME-HCP: Mike Kapitan-271; Mary
Bis-262.

REMEMBER OUR DEPARTED MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

SISTER M. CELESTE, SS.C.M.
Danville, Pennsylvania

Sister M. Celeste (Anna Yakupco), 89, died
Saturday, March 31, 2007, at Emmanuel
Center, Danville, Pennsylvania. She was born
in Bridgeport, Connecticut, on June 7,1917,
the daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Ko-
mar) Yakupco.

She received her elementary education at
SS. Cyril and Methodius School, in Bridgeport
and graduated from St. Cyril Academy, Dan-
ville. Sister received a B.A. from Marywood
University, Scranton, Pennsylvania, and an
M.A. in Education from Fairfield University
in Connecticut.

She entered the congregation on October
2, 1936, and was received as a novice on
May 5, 1937. Her first profession of vows
was on October 17, 1939.

Sister Celeste taught grades 1-6 in
parish elementary schools in Connecticut,
lllinois, Indiana, New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania. Sister also taught religious
education classes, especially the First Com-
munion classes. She also took great pride in
instructing altar boys. Sister was a superior
in her hometown for two years and supe-
rior/principal in two schools, Sacred Heart
in Torrington, Connecticut, and Holy Trinity
in Swoyersville, Pennsylvania.

From 1989 until 1998, Sister was as-
sistant sacristan and receptionist at St.
Methodius Convent, Danville. Before going
to Emmanuel Center, she was involved in
general duties at Maria Hall.

Sister was preceded in death by her par-
ents and her brother John. She is survived by
cousins from Connecticut and Indiana.

The transferal rite and recitation of the
Rosary took place on Wednesday, April 4,
2007, at 9 a.m. at Maria Hall, followed by the
Wake Service at 9:45. A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated at 10:30 a.m. in the
Basilica of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Danville.
The Reverend Rocky Grimard, 0.M.I. of San
Antonio, Texas, was celebrant and homilist.
Concelebrants were the Reverend Cyril Rable
and the Reverend Lawrence Nwabueze, O0.P.
Assisting at the altar was Deacon Adrien
Picard. Burial was in the Sisters’ cemetery
in Danville.

Memorial donations may be made to the
Sisters of SS. Cyril and Methodius, Villa Sa-
cred Heart, Danville, PA 17821-1698.

JANICE R. Havrilla
Branch 199
Hostetter, Pennsylvania

Janice R. Havrilla, 62, of Latrobe, Penn-
sylvania, died Sunday, March 18, 2007, at
her residence.

Born May 13,1944, in Latrobe, she was a
daughter of the late Paul A. and Rosalie (Dio-
rio) Robl. She was a member of Holy Family
Church, Latrobe, where she also participated
in Holy Adoration. She was also a member of
Jednota Branch 199, in Hostetter. She was
retired from Sarp & McLaughlin Insurance
Company, Latrobe.

She is survived by her husband, William F.
“Stubby” Havrilla; a son, Brian J. Havrilla and
his wife, Jody, of Latrobe; four grandchildren,
Benjamin, Jessica, Bethany and Joshua; two
brothers, Paul Robl and his wife, Paula, of
Latrobe, and Wayne Robl and his wife, Karen,
of Latrobe; a sister, Juanita Robl of Latrobe;

and a number of nieces and nephews.

Family and friends were received at the
John J. Lopatich Funeral Home, Latrobe. A
Funeral Mass was celebrated in Holy Family
Church, Latrobe. Interment was in St. Vincent
Cemetery.

Sophie Pipak
GEORGE P. FURICK
Branch 369
Donora, Pennsylvania

George P. Furick, 90, of Donora, Penn-
sylvania, died Tuesday, March 13, 2007, in
Monongahela Valley Hospital, from pneu-
monia.

Mr. Furick was born July 23, 1916, in
Monongahela, the son of the late Matthew
and Mary Lazus Furick. He was a retired ma-
chinist from the U.S. Steel nail mill in Donora
where he worked from 1938 to 1972.

He was a lifetime member of Our Lady
of the Valley Parish, in Donora. Since 1959,
George has served as the secretary/treasurer
of Jednota Branch 369.

Survivors include his wife of 67 years,
Margaret Vataha Furick; two daughters,
Georgette Aberle and her husband, Dan, of
Denver, Colorado, and Marjorie Furick Dietz
and her husband, William, of York, Pennsyl-
vania; two sons, Michael Furick of Atlanta,
Georgia, and Robert Furick and his wife,
Paula, of Seattle, Washington; eight grand-
children; one great-grandchild; and a sister,
Mary Ferraccio, of DuBois, Pennsylvania.

A Funeral Mass was celebrated by the
Rev. Michael Yaksick. Interment was in St.
Dominic Cemetery, Donora.

Michael Furick
continued on page 12
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April 2007

Slovak Baseball

Baseball began as an organized sport in Slovakia
in 1991. In 1993, the Slovak Baseball Federation
was founded.

As a sport completely unknown to Slovaks,
baseball had to overcome many obstacles in its
development and struggle for existence alongside
the popular sports of ice hockey and soccer.

Spisska Nova Ves is a smaller town in
northeastern Slovakia, where the major sport is ice
hockey. A baseball team Spisski Rytieri (Spis
Knights) involves 20 young men who really love
the sport and are ready to promote it in this region.

The basic equipment has to be imported from the
Czech Republic, where baseball is more popular.

Mail Space

PAGE I1
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Lauren Ungvarsky,
coloring 1st place
winner.

Age group 4 to 6.
Region 3 district 17.

Activity Space

Baseball Expressions

Dear Susan,

| just wanted to say "Thank You" to you and the First Catholic Slovak Union. | have 3

daughters and each one was recognized in the Christmas coloring contest. My
youngest received third place and the other two received honorable mention. You
should have seen my 5-year old light up when | told her that she won third place and
that her picture was in the newspaper. She was thrilled. My other two would also like
to thank you for the gift certificates to Target. They will definitely put them to good
use. They are all looking forward to next year's contest!

Take care, and thanks again.
Mary Estright

Dear Ms. Ondrejco,

Thank you for all you do. | had a lot of fun coloring in the contest. It
was so fun to get a package in the mail. You do a great job directing
the activities. Thanks again for making so many fun activities.

| have attached my picture with me in my new shirt. It was fun to color!

Rachel Zbiegien

Challenge Space

Can you say this word?

Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia

----------------- is the fear of long words. -----------------

OF 0 7 0 0 00 0 0 00 0 3 0 00 3 0 0 0 0 8 7 78 0 07 0 7 67 0 58 60 00 8 0 0 8 0 T 8

bear Susan Ondrejca,

Thank you very much for the F.C.5.U. LIFE T-shirf. It was really
nice of you to send it to me. I really like the pastel dye sticks,
to0. I like them so much that my friend is having her birthday on
March 27 and T am thinking about getting her pastel dye sticks
and o canvas bag for her. The picture of me in the T-shirt is in
the envelope.

Once again I thank you for the T-shirt and the pastel dye

sticks.

i)

7 S

f h%_‘aﬂ; :

Thank you,

~

Emily Uhrin
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Send your ideas, letters etc. to: UR_Space.jrs
234 Ilion St.
Pgh., PA 15207

sueo099@yahoo.

com
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REMEMBER
OUR DEPARTED

MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS

continued from page 10

SOPHIE R. JACKO
Branch 1
Cleveland, Ohio

Sophie R. Jacko, 76, of Lakewood, Ohio,
died Thursday, March 8, 2007. Sophie was
the Recording Secretary of Branch 1, in
Cleveland and a member of several other
Slovak fraternal organizations.

A lifelong resident of Lakewood, Sophie
was a member of SS. Cyril and Methodius
Church in Lakewood. She worked at the Hig-
bee Company Credit Department for over 36
years. She recently celebrated her 15 years
of employment with the law firm of Strachan,
Miller, Olender and Roessler. She was a
member of Credit Women'’s International.

Sophie was devoted to her family and
friends. She enjoyed traveling and fine din-
ing, but loved the business aspect of her life
most of all.

She is survived by her husband, Vincent V.
Jacko; a daughter, Sophie A. Jacko; a sister,
Sonya (James) Higgins of Texas; a brother,
John (Ann) Beno of North Olmsted, Ohio;
and nieces and nephews, Vincent Higgins,
David Beno, Dennis Beno, Angel Baker and
Diane Hostacky.

Friends were received at the Joseph
Misencik Funeral Home, Lakewood. A Fu-
neral Mass was celebrated at SS. Cyril and
Methodius Church. Burial was in Holy Cross
Cemetery, Cleveland.

John S. Golias

CORK K )
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Kent-Dudince
Sister Cities
Plan Anniversary

Banquel

The Kent-Dudince Sister City organization
will hold its Fourth Annual Anniversary Ban-
quet on Sunday, April 29, 2007, at the Kent
Elks Club Hall, Elks Lane, State Route 59, Kent,
Ohio. A social hour will begin at 1:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by dinner at 2:00 p.m. and a program
at 3:00 p.m. During the social hour and dinner,
music will be provided by the Johnny Pastirik
Band. The cultural program will feature the
Pittsburgh Slovakians Folk Dance Ensemble
and the Slovenske Mamicky of Greater Cleve-
land. Dancing will follow the program.

Tickets are $15.00 and must be purchased
in advance. Make checks payable to Kent-
Dudince Sister City Association and mail to
Kent-Dudince Sister City Association, 1544
Vine St., Kent, OH 44240. For more information
call Rudy Bachna at 330/673-3255.
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NEW WAIVER BULLETIN

Now is the time to Contacy Your
Representative and Senators in Washinglon

Dear Friend of Slovakia,

Slovakia is a free, democratic society and
a member of both NATO and the European
Union. However, because Slovakia is not
yetincluded in the U.S. Visa Waiver Program
(VWP), Slovak citizens are still subjectedto a
lengthy and costly visa procedure for travel
to the U.S. and are too often barred entry.
Meanwhile Americans travel visa-free to
Slovakia. This asymmetrical visa barrier for
Slovaks:

e Reduces U.S.-Slovak business opportu-
nities, tourism, and family contact.

e Affects U.S.-Slovak bilateral relations
and creates anti-Americanism.

e Negatively impacts the common fight
against international terrorism.

The VWP was established in 1986 to
promote better relations with US allies,
eliminate unnecessary barriers to travel,
and stimulate tourism and people-to-people
contacts. Currently 27 countries participate
in the VWP, including many of the European
Union countries — even those that haven’t
supported the U.S. in the war on terrorism
as actively as our Central European friends.
Yet Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Poland, and
others aren’t included.

Over the past two years FOS has been
active in pursuing ways to inform the U.S.
public and members of Congress regarding
the impact of the exclusion of our allies in
Central Europe, including Slovakia, from the
Visa Waiver Program. In February 2005 we
held our first Capitol Hill Forum on the Visa
Waiver Program in cooperation with Ameri-
can Friends of the Czech Republic (AFoCR)
and the Center for Strategic and International
Studies (CSIS). Authoritative commentators
traveled from Slovakia and the Czech Repub-
lic to provide expert witness to the negative

00 % %
0’0 0’0 0’0

Bridgeport
Slovak Society
Offers
Scholarship

The Slovak Alliance of Greater Bridgeport,
Connecticut, is offering a College Scholarship
in the amount of $1,000. The scholarship is
available to those students entering their
Sophomore, Junior, or Senior year of col-
lege. In order to be eligible, the applicant,
his parents, or grandparents must be mem-
bers of the Alliance for a minimum of three
years. The applicant must also be of Slovak
descent. To obtain an application, send a
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: Eileen
S. Wilson, 395 Pilgrim Lane, Stratford, CT
06614. The deadline is May 1, 2007.

Y/
L X

Chicago Slovak Parish Reunion

Former parishioners of Holy Rosary Slovak Catholic Parish are invited to a reunion on
Sunday, April 22, 2007, at the Orland Chateau in Orland Park, lllinois. Parish school gradu-
ates from the classes of 1956 and 1957 will receive special recognition at the reunion. Call
Ed Michuda at 847/825-5101 for more information. Holy Rosary Slovak Parish, located in
the Roseland neighborhood on Chicago’s far south side, was closed in 1971.

Robert Tapak Magruder

impact our restrictive visa practices towards
these NATO allies are having on public
opinion in their countries. On March 5 this
year we again co-sponsored with CSIS and
AFoCR a well attended Congressional Forum
on the current prospects for extension of the
Visa Waiver Program to our Central European
friends and other countries helping us in the
fight against terrorism. We are now happy
to report a possible breakthrough and an
opportunity for change in this area.

On March 13, 2007, the U.S. Senate
passed a bill denoted as “S.4,” and titled:
Improving America’s Security Act of 2001.
S.4 contains provisions (Sec. 501) to mod-
ernize the visa waiver program by extending
visa-free travel privileges to nationals of
foreign countries that are allies in the war
on terrorism and meet other requirements.
If enacted into law, S.4 will bring closer the

your Senators and Representative. The
following is a suggested message:

Senators: If S.4 is negotiated with the
House in the Conference Committee, you
want the Senate to insist upon retaining
language providing for the modernization of
the Visa Waiver Program and its expansion to
nationals of foreign countries that are allies
in the war on terrorism.

Representative: You want the House to
pass S.4 or its own bill with similar visa
waiver provisions.

Please make this information available
to your friends and family so that they can
contact their Senators and Representatives
as well. Note that you can find the mailing
addresses and public e-mail addresses for
members of Congress on the internet. All
Representatives and Senators are listed on
www.house.gov or www.senate.gov. You

day Slovaks can qualify for visa free travel
to the U.S. based on lowering Slovakia’s visa
refusal rate and the frequency of overstays
by Slovak visitors and expanded collabora-
tion with our efforts to enhance the security
of international travel.

In order for S.4 to become law, a bill con-
taining similar provisions has to be passed by
the House of Representatives as well. The
challenge we face is that many members of
the House are not fully aware of the impact
of the current double standard in U.S. visa
policy and the damage this is doing to our
relations with our Central European friends.
Nor is it clear that the supporters of this leg-
islation can overcome the serious objections
of those who simply want to tighten up on or
even eliminate the visa waiver program en-
tirely. Only with the support of your elected
representatives can the necessary bill be
passed. They will support it only if those who
favor less restrictive travel for Slovak citizens
to the U.S. tell their members of Congress
that the Slovak Republic’s participation in
the VWP is important to them.

So, therefore, if you are concerned
about the current visa waiver program
and support making it easier for Slovaks
and other European allies to enter the US,
you now have the opportunity to contact

can find your Representative by entering
your ZIP code.

As we all know, the Slovak people have
made tremendous progress since the
Velvet Revolution of 1989 and Slovakia’s
independence in 1993. Friends of Slovakia
supported Slovakia’s joining NATO when
they finally qualified for membership and
now supports expanding the Visa Waiver
Program to give Slovaks the same oppor-
tunities to visit the United States enjoyed
by the citizens of “old Europe.” The Slovak
younger generation now has the opportunity
to travel freely within the European Com-
munity. They are still interested in visiting
the United States, but are deeply offended
by the difficulty and sometimes impossibil-
ity of doing so. We do not want to alienate
friends in a country linked to us by ties of
kinship and democratic values which the
United States worked so hard to free from
a totalitarian regime and encourage to re-
join the trans-Atlantic community. Please
consider what you can do to inform your
elected representatives of your views on
this important issue.

Sincerely,

Joseph Senko

For the Executive Committee
Friends of Slovakia

SUBSCRIPTION

REQUEST

Please enroll me as a

subscriber to the JEDNOTA

Name

Address

City

Enclosed is my check for

Mail To: First Catholic Slovak Union
6611 Rockside Road, Independence, OH 44131-2398

United States $25

State

Zip

(Make check payable to First Catholic Slovak Union)

Other Countries $30 (U.S. Dollars)
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2007 ~ INDEPENDENCE, OHIO
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OPEN

President Andrew M. Rajec called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. and opened it with
prayer.

ROLL CALL

Members Attending: ~ Andrew M. Rajec, President

Andrew R. Harcar, Sr., Vice President
Kenneth A. Arendt, Executive Secretary
George F. Matta, Treasurer
Also attending was General Counsel, Gary J. Matta, by invitation of the President.
ACCEPTANCE OF JANUARY MEETING MINUTES
Executive Secretary presented the Minutes of the January 2007 Executive Commit-
tee Meeting. A motion was made by George F. Matta and seconded by Andrew R. Harcar
to accept the minutes as corrected. Motion carried.

President Andrew M. Rajec led a discussion on some of the topics discussed at the
January 18, 2007 Executive Committee Meeting. President Rajec asked Vice President
Harcar if he had contacted our Regional Directors. Then he led a discussion concern-
ing advertising on the local radio stations and stated he would check with some of our
members in Youngstown, Akron, Lorain and Cleveland for their opinions on the program.
General Counsel Gary J. Matta brought up the possibility of getting an ad professionally
done and distributing it to our radio stations in branches and districts. Treasurer George
F. Matta suggested that maybe we should consider to have a TV ad made and distribute to
our districts and branches.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer George Matta passed out a report summarizing the investments for the month
of January 2007 and answered the questions of the Executive Committee. (The report is
attached to the Minutes).

The Treasurer led a discussion regarding reclassification of some of our bonds to preferred
stock status as required by NAIC. The Treasurer contacted Ed DePersis and asked what
impact will it have on our financial status, if any . The Treasurer presented to the Executive
Committee his recommendation of bonds to be purchased for a review .

Motion was made by Andrew R. Harcar and seconded by Kenneth Arendt to accept the
recommendation for purchase of bonds. Motion carried.

President Andrew Rajec led a discussion regarding interest rates offered by other financial
institutions and stated his concerns on the interest rates we offer on Branch agreements.

A motion was made by Kenneth Arendt and seconded by Andrew Harcar to accept the
Treasurer’s report as presented. Motion carried.

JANUARY 2007 TREASURERS’ REPORT
PREPARED BY GEORGE F. MATTA - NATIONAL TREASURER
SMITH BARNEY

Aaa/AAA  FANNIE MAE 6.25  01-10-22 100.00 6.25 500K
CALLABLE 4-10-07

MERRILL LYNCH

AAA/AAA  FREDDIE MAC 6.00 01-14-17 100.00 6.00 300K
CALLABLE 1-14-08

A2/A CIT GROUP 6.05  02-16-22 100.00 6.05 200K

WACHOVIA SECURITIES

A2/A- ALTEL CORP 7.00  03-15-16 102.75 6.594 240K
CALL WHEN MAKE WHOLE

A1/A+  GOLMAN SACHS 5.95  01-15-27 99.42 6.00 300K
CALL WHEN MAKE WHOLE

AAA/AAA FED HOME LOAN BANK 6-04  01-10-22 100.00 6.04 300K
CALLABLE 01-10-08

AAA/AAA - FED HME MTG 6.00 01-16-19 100.00 6.00 200K
CALLABLE 01-16-08

WACHOVIA-LAKESIDE CLEVELAND

Aa/A+  MORGAN STANLEY 6.00 02-16-27 98.75 6.10 200K

CALL 02-16-10

VICE PRESIDENT’S MARKETING REPORT

Sales

Vice President Andrew Harcar presented a report on the various policy types sold in
2006. The Vice President listed at this time the most popular policies sold in the following
order: single premium policies

10 year fixed policy
annual term policy.

Vice President led a discussion about possibility of hiring an in-house “captive” agent.
This agent would be responsible for contacting members in our inactive branches in
Youngstown, Akron, Lorain and Cleveland area. The President, Vice President and Executive
Secretary will develop a job description for this employee. A motion was made by George
Matta and seconded by Kenneth Arendt to authorize the President to advertise for this
position. Motion carried.

Vice President Andrew Harcar will update the Executive Committee on the progress of
this agent. Depending on the results we will see if this type of marketing is effective.

The Vice President will also contact our professional members to make them aware of
our annuity and insurance programs available thru our Society.

Cruise

Vice President led a discussion about our upcoming Alaskan Cruise Membership Meet.
A motion was made by George Matta and seconded by Andrew Harcar to pay the deposit
to the travel agent to secure the cabins. Motion carried.

President Andrew Rajec led a discussion about a need of a contract with the travel agent
to avoid any potential future problems.

The Vice President led a discussion about having a social function in connection with
our Membership Meet to recognize the top proposers.

Regional Director Contacts

The Vice President will be in contact with Regional Directors regarding their responsibili-
ties and offer his assistance. He will contact them at least once a month.

Seminars

The Vice President said he was in contact with Michigan, Milwaukee, Massachusetts and
Uniontown Districts about conducting a seminar in their region. The Vice President stated
he is exploring the different methods of conducting seminars. He contacted Ed DePersis
about ways to improve our presentation at future seminars. The Vice President led a lengthy
discussion on how we must make our seminars more effective and informative.

Other

The Executive Secretary updated the Executive Committee on thank you cards and
questionnaire cards. The questionnaire cards will give us an overview on how our members
learned about our insurance and annuity programs.

A motion was made by George Matta and seconded by Kenneth Arendt to accept the
Vice President’s report as presented. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

The Executive Committee reviewed and discussed the monthly membership report for
the month of January and the Executive Secretary answered their questions.

MORTGAGES AND OVERDUE MORTGAGES

The Executive Secretary presented the report for the month of January for the Committee’s
review and answered their questions.

MONTHLY DISBURSEMENTS

Executive Secretary Arendt reported that the following disbursements were incurred and
paid during the month of January:

DISBURSEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF January 2007

Death Benefits & Accumulations $ 180,246,56
Cash Withdrawals & Accumulations $ 34,388.30
Matured Endowments & Accumulations $ 2,208.00
Trust Fund $ 10,033.25

The Executive Committee reviewed the rest of the disbursements report and the Execu-
tive Secretary answered their questions.

Annuity Report

The Executive Secretary presented the annuity report and answered the Executive Com-
mittee questions.

Insurance Coverage

Executive Secretary updated the Executive Committee about Directors and Officers
Insurance. He stated that the insurance was updated, it is the same policy as last year and
at the same premiums. The President and the Executive Secretary reviewed this renewal
and found everything in order. Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt updated the Executive
Committee on employee’s hospitalization and stated that we are in process of accepting
bids and this review should be completed before March 1st. Executive Secretary Kenneth
Arendt will update the Committee at March meeting.

Micro-filming/data storage

Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt led a discussion regarding different method of
storing data. We are currently putting the information on microfilm. He stated that he is in
the process of contacting several companies about different ways of storing our data, for
example by using digital imaging instead of micro-filming, and the ability to tie in with our
existing computer system. He will update the Executive Committee as more information
becomes available.

Miscellanous

Executive Secretary Kenneth Arendt informed the Executive Committee that a copy of
our newly adopted bylaws was sent to the Ohio Department of Insurance for approval in
December 2006 and we have received a letter of approval from Ohio.

ADJOURN

Adjourn for lunch.

President Andrew Rajec opened the afternoon session.

The Executive Secretary continued with his report.

A motion was made by Andrew Harcar and seconded by George Matta to accept the
Executive Secretary’s Report and recommendation of employees’ salary increase as pre-
sented. Motion carried.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Report on Printery Building

President Andrew Rajec updated the Executive Committee on the leasing of the Printery
Building in Middletown, PA. He contacted a local real estate agency regarding a listing
agreement. This agreement will be a 6 months contract. He presented the contract to
our General Counsel, Gary Matta for review. He also contacted local printing companies to

continued on page 14
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see if they would be interested in leasing our building. He further contacted a church and
a school that showed an interest in leasing our building. He will update the Executive
Committee as more information will be available.
Marketing Strategy
President Andrew Rajec stated that we need to research better marketing strategy .
2007 Meeting dates
The President discussed our schedule of Board of Directors meetings for 2007. The
Board of Directors meetings will be held as follows:
March 16 - 17,2007 - Home Office in Independence, OH
June 16, 2007 — Teleconference meeting
September 14-15,2007 (Friday & Sat.)- Home Office, Independence, OH
December 15, 2007 — Teleconference.
President Rajec has been discussing with Regional Directors that we are trying this
method of meetings and we will be taking their suggestions into consideration.
Slovak League of America - meeting
President Rajec informed the Executive Committee that he and Executive Secretary will
be representing our Society at the Catholic Federation Meeting on February 26 & 27,2007
and at Slovak League Annual Meeting on March 3, 2007 in New York. They will give a report
on March Executive Committee Meeting.
Coloring Contest
President Andrew Rajec led a discussion regarding the Christmas Coloring Contest. He
stated that he will be in contact with Fraternal Activities Director Susan Ondrejco concern-
ing a better communication with publishing the contest and results of the contest. It was
decided that even though it was advertised late, to proceed with coloring contest.
Newspaper and radio ads
Since it was discussed in the previous session, no further discussion.
Visa meeting
The President received an e-mail from Senator Voinovich office an inviting him to a
meeting concerning an easier method of visa for citizens of Slovakia and other Eastern
European Countries. He discussed the difficulty of obtaining a visa to travel to the USA. If
the bill passes the above citizens will be able to apply for a 90 day visa more easily. Presi-
dent Andrew Rajec urged the Board of Directors to contact their members and encourage
them to contact their Congressmen. The President will put an article in our newspaper
concerning this matter.
Branch Merger
The President had a discussion regarding branch mergers. Regional Director Damian
Nasta will present his report and it will be discussed at our Annual Board of Directors
Meeting in March. The President’s concern is about merging an non-active with another
non-active branch.
Miscellanous
President Andrew Rajec presented a brief summary of our meeting with GCU for Execu-
tive Committee to review. He discussed the bowling and golfing tournaments. There was
a brief discussion regarding the bowling and golfing tournament banquet. The President
led a discussion regarding importance for our Society to be more visible at Slovak func-
tions. He spoke about possibility of having a booth at the functions to become more visible
and recognizable.
A motion was made by Andrew Harcar and seconded by George Matta to accept the
President’s Report as presented.
REQUEST FOR ADS & DONATIONS
Requests were viewed and acted upon.
ADJOURN
There being no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Kenneth Arendt to
end the meeting. Motion carried.
President Andrew Rajec closed the meeting with prayer.
Andrew M. Rajec
President

Slovakia Not Asked
to Place Anti-Missiles
on its Territory

Slovakia as yet has not been asked to place any anti-missile systems on its terri-
tory, Slovak Armed Forces speaker Milan Varga told SLOVAKIA recently.

U.S. Admiral Edmund Giambastiani, Vice Chairman of the Joints Chiefs of Staff,
said during his visit to Slovakia that positioning of any anti-missile systems in Poland
and the Czech Republic is sufficient and should be adequate to respond to any pos-
sible threat from the Near East. “Anti-missile systems are located in ideal positions
for NATO.”

Giambastiani added that Slovakia lies close to the Czech Republic and Poland,
which were chosen for their good location. “As an army official, | don’t participate
in such negotiations, but anything is possible in the future,” he said with respect to
possible enlargement of the anti-missile system in Europe.

Kenneth A. Arendt
Executive Secretary

TASR
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HEALTH AWARENESS

Going The Distance: Keep Your Blood Flowing
Safely During Travel

(NAPSA)-Cabin fever will have travelers
hitting the road, airports and train stations
this year. But most people would agree that
spending hours cramped in a seat to get to
your destination is not the highlight of vaca-
tion. Beyond this irritation, there’s a more
serious condition that can affect travelers.

Long periods of time spent sitting idly can
increase your risk of developing blood clots
in the legs, a condition known as deep-vein
thrombosis (DVT).

This condition can become fatal if the clot
travels from the leg to the lung. When this
happens, it is called pulmonary embolism
(PE).

Simple and short exercises while in route
may decrease your chances of developing a
serious medical complication.

Experts advise taking breaks every few
hours to walk. Walking increases the circula-
tion in your legs. If you can’t get up to walk,
flex your feet and ankles often and periodi-
cally change your body position.

Following are do’s and don’ts to keep you
and your fellow travelers’ blood flowing:

Do:

e Get up and walk every few hours to in-
crease the circulation in your legs. Research
shows that sitting still for as little as two to
three hours can put you at risk.

e While sitting, flex your feet and ankles,
stretch calf muscles often and change your
body position periodically.

e Drink plenty of fluids, but steer clear of

Simple and short exercises done while
traveling can help prevent a poten-
tially fatal condition known as deep-vein
thrombosis.

alcohol and caffeinated beverages, which
can increase your risk.

e Eat lightly before traveling-this in-
creases the oxygen level in your blood and
promotes circulation.

e [f you know you are at risk for blood
clots, talk to your doctor.

Don’t:

¢ \Wear socks with very tight elastic bands
at the top or other tight clothing.

e Sit with your legs crossed for long
periods of time.

¢ Drink large amounts of alcohol and
caffeinated beverages.

Following these tips may help minimize
travel stress so that you can enjoy your
getaway with loved ones.

Safe travels!

2008 JEDNOTA INTERNATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

Anyone interested in suggesting a course for the 2008 Golf Tournament may submit their proposal. The
customary dates for the Tournament are July 12-13 or July 19-20, 2008. Please furnish the following

information in your written proposal.

Local Contact Person:
Name
Address
Phone Number

Golf Course/Resort:
Name
Contact Person at Course
Address
Phone Number

Number of holes

**Please note: A 36-hole course is preferred. Two nearby 18-hole courses

would also be acceptable.

Approximate cost per round of golf

Housing:

Please enclose a list of nearby hotels/motels, including addresses and phone numbers.

Deadline for proposals is July 1, 2008.
Please send proposals to FCSU Fraternal Activities Director:
Susan Ondrejco
234 Ilion St.
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
sue099@yahoo.com

YOU

tip?®

proud of, send in the details and a photo, if available, to our “Youth Round-Up” column. Parents,
grandparents, friends, and neighbors are all eligible to “brag” about those special youngsters
in their lives. The only stipulation is that the young person must be a member of the FCSU. Be
sure to include the Branch to which he or she belongs when you send in your write-up to 1011
Rosedale Avenue, Middletown, PA 17057. We look forward to hearing from you!

If you know of a young Jednota member
who has recently graduated, received a special
award, been confirmed or made a First Holy
Communion, achieved a sports or scholastic
“first” or in some other way has something to be
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Prvy Europsky kongres Matic
slovanskych narodov

Martin (TASR) — Témam aktudlnym
pre 21. storocie ako su poslanie a vyz-
nam Slovdkov a Slovanov v integro-
vanej Eurépe, pojem identity v Eurépe
a fenomén matic ako kultirnych,
duchovnych a ndrodnych subjektov v
Eurépe sa venoval prvy Eurdpsky
kongres Matic slovanskych ndrodov,
ktory sa konal 27. marca v Martine.
Podl'a hovorcu Matice slovenskej (MS)
Stanislava Bajanika sa kongres konal aj
pri prileZitosti minuloro¢ného 180.
vyrocia zaloZenia mati¢nej rodiny.

““Matica slovenskd md po svete
najclenitejSie zastipenie. Tak sme zis-
kali déveru akéhosi lidra a hovorcu
mati¢ného hnutia v Eurépe, kde funguje
16 matic. Na prvy eurdpsky mati¢ny
kongres sa akreditovalo 12, su to zds-
tupcovia 6smich ndrodov a 6smich
krajin,”” skonstatoval Bajanik. “Mdme
zaujem vytvorit nezdvislé volné zdru-
Zenie matic slovanskych ndrodov, $irit
pévodnu slovanskd tvorbu, kultiru a
literatiru. Mdme zdujem, aby sa co
najviac slovanskej literatiry preloZilo
do ndrodnych slovanskych jazykov a
zdujem spolupracovat’ s ostatnymi slo-
vanskymi subjektmi alebo subjektmi pre

slovansku kultdru a literatiru. Tymto
spésobom na poli Eurépy a krajin
Eurépskej tinie (EU) chceme vystav-
nym, prezentaénym a publikaénym
spdsobom §irit’ informdcie o Slovanoch
a Slovédkoch, ako méZu prispiet’ kul-
turne, duchovne a vedecky do 21. storo-
¢ia,” povedal Bajanik. Uradujuci pred-
seda MS v Srbsku Brario Slivka zdéraz-
nil, Ze eurépsky kongres by mal mat
umysel dobre sa zorientovat v 21.
storoc¢i. “Aby sa slovanskej kulture,
ktord je vyznamnou ¢astou eurdpskej
kulttry, nestalo, Ze v budicnosti bude-
me len kupovat’' v hypermarketoch a v
nasich miizedch =zostand prdzdne
medzery a 21. storo¢ie nebude mat
slovanskd kultura ¢im prezentovat,”
uviedol Slivka. ““Pre kazdy ndrod je
dolezité ustrazit sijazyk a kulturu. Bez
skolstva a pisaného slova to je nemozné.
Od kongresu ocakdvame, Ze dd cesty,
aby sa ¢im viac pisalo a ¢im viac slova
zostalo do budicnosti. Myslim, Ze pra-
ve spojenie matic slovanskych ndrodov
ma tidto tdlohu strdZit spolu slovanskud
identitu,” dodala zdstupkyria ceskej a
slovenskej mensiny v parlamente Chor-
vétska Zdenka Cuchnilovd.

SND zodvihlo oponu v novej
budove galakoncertom

Bratislava (TASR) — Slovenské narod-
né divadlo (SND) po prvy raz zodvihlo
oponu vo svojej novej budove 14. aprila
pri sldvnostnom otvdracom opernom
galakoncerte. Strndsteho a patnasteho
aprila sa uskutocnili sldvnostné pre-
miéry v novych priestoroch opery, bale-
tu i ¢inohry, informovala riaditel'ka
SND Sylvia Hroncova.

Utinkovanie v novej budove SND na
troch pdédiach otvoril galakoncert, v
ramci ktorého sa predstavili pod taktov-
kou dirigenta Rastislava Stiira sveto-
zndmi, byvali aj sticasni operni s6listi
SND - Gabriela Benackovd, Jolana
FogaSovd, Eva Jenisovd, Adriana Ko-
hiutkovd, Adriana Kucerova, Eva Urba-
novd, Martin Babiak, Peter Dvorsky,

Dalibor Jenis, Sergej Kopcdk, Sergej
Larin, Michal Lehotsky, Ludovit Ludha
a Peter Mikul4s.

Slavnostny vecer vysielala v pria-
mom prenose Slovenskd televizia a za-
roven ponukla aj priame vstupy z
priprav sldvnostného galavecera. SND
pripravilo do konca tejto sezény devat
premiér, z toho pat’ pripravila ¢inohra,
po dve balet a opera. P6vodne plano-
vand opera Eugena Suchoria Kritriiava
na 14. aprila, bude mat’ premiéru 20.
mdja z dévodu neuvolnenia jedného z
protagonistov ucinkujicich na zahra-
ni¢nej scéne. Naopak 15. aprila uvedie
Cinohra SND predstavenie Tanciareri v
nastudovani Martina Hubu a Martina
Porubiaka.

Zahrani¢ni Slovaci dostanu na
projekty vyse 20. mil Sk

Bratislava (TASR) — Na pomoc krajanskym spolkom a organizdcidm v zahranici
je tento rok odsthlasend ¢iastka 20.75 milionov korin. Medzirezortnd komisia pre
schvalovanie projektov pri Urade pre Slovakov Zijdcich v zahrani¢i (USZZ) navrhla
v 1. grantovom kole rozdelit 17.892 tisic Sk.

Komisia na svojom neddvnom zasadnuti posiudila 438 Ziadosti v celkovej
pozZadovanej vyske 65,317, 503 kortin od 153 Ziadatel'ov. Informoval o tom Vladimir
Dobrik z tla¢ového a informaéného odboru USZZ.

Minister Jahnatek na pracovnej
navsteve v USA

Bratislava (TASR) — V rdmci pracov-
nej cesty v USA minister hospoddrstva
SR L'ubomir Jahndtek vo Washingtone
3. aprila rokoval so Statnym tajomnikom
pre ekonomiku, energetiku a obchod
ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci (MZV)
USA Danielom Sullivanom. Obaja pot-
vrdili, Ze medzi Slovenskom a USA
existuju priatel'ské vztahy, ktoré su
zdkladom na dosiahnutie spolo¢nych
cielov v oblasti spoloc¢enskej, ekonomic-
kej a politickej. Jahnétek statneho tajom-
nika informoval o zdmeroch Slovenska
diverzifikovat strategické doddvky ropy
a plynu, ako aj pripravovanej Stratégii

energetickej bezpec¢nosti Slovenska s
vyhladom do roku 2030. Td by mala dat’
odpoved na otdzku, akym smerom sa
bude slovenskd energetika vyvijat'.
Jahndtek a Sullivan rozoberali aj situd-
ciu v Eurépe pokial ide o diverzifikdciu
doddvok ropy, plynu a elektricke;
energie. Okrem zdujmu Slovenska o
americké investicie a najnovsie $pic-
kové technolégie v rozhovore spome-
nuli aj moZnost' spoluprdce pri rozvoji
nepreskimanych energetickych zdro-
jov, najma v Kaspickej oblasti. Informo-
val o tom hovorca ministra hospodar-
stva SR Branislav Zvara.

FOTO TASR - Pavol Remias 3. aprila 2007

Novym symbolom termalnych lie¢ivych Kupelov Bojnice bude monumentéine bronzové susoSie dvoch mladych
dievéat prichadzajucich nabrat si do dzbanov vodu z tamojSieho pramena lie€ivej termainej vody. Bude stat
pred vynovenym vstupom do kupelov a za¢ali ho in§talovat v tomto tyzdni. Autorom susosia v nadzivotnej
velkosti je akademicky sochar Ambréz Balazik z Bratislavy.
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Krétke spréwy zo Slovenska

Taliansky prezident Giorgio Napolitano sldvnostne otvoril v druhej polovici
marca vystavu reprezenta¢nych kultirnych diel krajin Eurépskej tinie pod ndzvom
Vrcholné diela Eurépy, na ktorej je Slovensko zastipené dielom Martina Benku.
Na otvoreni sa zicastnil predseda Ndrodnej rady Pavol Paska a vel'vyslanec
Stanislav Vallo.

Dom slovenskych regiénov v Bruseli otvoril svoje dvere koncom marca bruselskej
verejnosti. Spolocné zastipenie 6smich slovenskych regionov ndvstevnikom a
zdujemcom prezentovali svoje aktivity, ktoré uz takmer dva roky vyvija v centre
eurépskeho diania. Navstevnici si mali moZnost pozriet dokumenty o slovenskych
regionoch a ich prirodnych, historickych a kultirnych krdsach. Nechybali ani
typické slovenské ndpoje a regiondlne Speciality.

Eurdpska komisia (EK) schvdlila stditnu pomoc na modernizdciu podniku
Slovenské lodenice Komdrno. Pomoc vo vyske asi 500,000 EUR je podla EK v stilade
s pravidlami o vnitornom trhu. Investi¢ny projekt umoZni modernizaciu lodenic a
vytvori pracovné miesta v znevyhodnenom regiéne bez narusenia hospoddrskej
sitaze. Podnik vyrdba malé ndmorné kontajnerové lode a lode na prepravu
hromadnych ndkladov.

Vystavu a DVD o diele scénografa Ladislava Vychodila pripravil na poZiadanie
Stagecraft Institute of Las Vegas Divadelny tstav Bratislava pre celoamericku
vyro¢nu konferenciu americkych scénografov, ktora sa konala v prvej polovici marca
v meste Phoenix v Arizone. Sti¢astou pocty bola aj prezentdcia monografie Ladislava
Vychodila za ucasti jej autora Ladislava Lajchu. Vystava mala velmi priaznivy
ohlas. VySe 190 profesorov z americkych univerzit, ako aj profesori z Mexika,
Bulharska a Ciny, poziadali o poslanie DVD o tvorbe slovenského scénografa. Na
zdver konferencie americki divadelnici hovorili o diele a vynimoc¢nej osobnosti
Ladislava Vychodila s uznanim a obdivom, ocenili jeho celosvetovy prinos k
rozvoju scénografie.

Do stitaZe o eurépsku medidlnu cenu Civis prislo 670 rozhlasovych a televiznych
prispevkov z 24 krajin EU a zo Svajéiarska. Jednu z hlavnych cien dostane v tomto
roku slovenska dokumentaristka Daniela Rusndkova za svoj dokumentdrny film
Soria a jej rodina o Zivote slovenskych Rémov, informovala nemeckd tlacovd
agentira DPA. Medidlna cena sa bude odovzddvat 10. mdja na nemeckom
ministerstve zahrani¢nych veci v Berline. Ocenené budu rozhlasové a televizne
prispevky, ktoré sa osobitnym spdsobom venuju témam pristahovalectva, integrdcie
a kultirnej mnohorakosti.

FOTO TASR - Lydia Vojtassdkova
Velkonoéna $ibacka a oblievatka v dolnooravskej obci Zagkov na Velkonoény pondelok 9. aprila 2007.
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Deklardciou obsahujicou prijaté zdvery a odkazy o buducnosti Eurdpy
vyvrcholil historicky prvy summit mlddeze EU. Konal sa 24. a 25. marca v Rime a
pri jeho tvorbe boli medzi 200 dcastnikmi aj zdstupcovia Slovenska. “Po obdobi
tspechov sa zdd, Ze projekt Eurépy strdca smer a inpiraciu. Odmietnutie Ustavnej
zmluvy vo Francizsku a Holandsku bolo jasnym prejavom vzrastajiicej neistoty a
nespokojnosti Eurépanov,” pise sa v preambule deklardcie.

Najstarsia a najvacsia vedecka knizZnica na Slovensku, bratislavskd Univerzitnd
kniZnica otvorila 28. marca svoje brany. KniZnica pripravila Deri otvorenych dveri
v ramci TyZdria slovenskych kniznic. Ndvstevnici mali moZnost nahliadnut do
zdkulisia a spoznat’ aj jej zrekonstruované priestory, ktoré nie su ¢itatelom bezZne
pristupné. Univerzitnd kniZnica vznikla v roku 1919 ako KniZnica Univerzity
Komenského. StibeZne so svojim akademickym poslanim plnila do roku 1954
funkciu ndrodnej kniZnice. UZ v roku svojho vzniku ziskala prdvo na povinny
vytlacok knih a periodik z celého Slovenska. Od roku 1954 je samostatnou vedeckou
kniZnicou sliZiacou $irokej verejnosti. Ponechala si vSak ndzov Univerzitnd
kniZnica, pretoZe vyjadruje jej histériu a Siroky zdber jej fondu i zdujmy
pouzivatelov. Z klasickej kniZnice sa za posledné roky prebudovala na modernu
kniZni¢no-informacndu institdciu.

V Bratislave by sa mala postavit viacicelova Sportova hala za 3.5 miliardy kortn,
pricom na jej vystavbe by spolupracoval Stdt so sikromnym investorom.
Novopostavena hala by mala mat 40 exkluzivnych boxov. V jej vnitri by mali byt
minimdlne Styri vel'ké a Styri malé Satne. Nemali by chybat’ ani dve restaurdcie.
Pocita sa s 3,500 parkovacimi miestami pre autd a 20 pre kamiény. Postavend musi
byt do roku 2011, pretoZe sa na Slovensku budu konat Majstrovstva sveta v ladovom
hokeji.

Slovaci Ziju dlhsSie, dojéenskd umrtnost dlhodobo klesd, vdaka ockovaniam je
na Slovensku pomerne mdlo prenosnych ochoreni. Zaroven su Slovdci obézni,
rakoviny je Coraz viac a lepi sa aj na mladsich I'udi. Slovenski zdravotnici na pdde
Uradu verejného zdravotnictva informovali, Ze zdravotny stav populdcie najviac
ohrozuje nespravny sp6sob Zivota. To, Ze sa mdlo hybu, a to ¢o maji doma na tanieri.
Zdravotnd starostlivost sa vSak dlhodobo zlepsuje.

Pri cestdch za prdcou alebo obchodom do New Yorku a Toronta uZ Slovaci
nebudd musiet lietat z raktiskeho Schwechatu, ani z Prahy. Do USA a Kanady za¢nu
z Bratislavy lietat od polovice jila stroje spolo¢nosti Air Slovakia, ktord v oktdbri
kupil britsky podnikatel Harjinder Sigh Sidhu. Cestujuci na bratislavskom letisku
tak budd moct’ vidiet dokonca aj velké lietadlo Airbus 310.

Holandska vldda pldnuje otvorit v méji svoje hranice pre pracovnikov z krajin,
ktoré sa stali ¢lenmi Eurdpskej unie v roku 2004, teda aj pre Slovdkov.
Nezamestnanost v Holandsku je v sticasnosti iba 3.5-%, ¢o je najniZsie z ¢lenskych
krajin EU, ktoré maju spolo¢nd menu euro, a pocet volnych pracovnych miest
dosiahol vlani na konci roka rekordnych 225,000.

Sestdriovi oficidlna pracovnd cesta priemiéra Roberta Fica do troch krajin juznej
Ameriky sa z dovodu jeho ndhleho virézneho chripkového ochorenia odkladd. Po
konzultdcii a odporuceni lekdra sa Fico rozhodol cestu neabsolvovat a odloZit. Novy
termin oficidlnej ndvstevy, Chile, Argentiny a Brazilie bude dohodnuty s partnermi
a oznameny médiam.

Za nového generdlneho riaditela Tla¢ovej agentiry Slovenskej republiky -
Slovakia (TASR) vldda 4. aprila vymenovala Jaroslava Reznika, ktory v minulosti
séfoval Slovenskému rozhlasu. Funkcie sa ujal vo Stvrtok 5. aprila.

Predsedni¢ka Uradu pre Slovdkov Zijuicich v zahrani¢i Vilma Privarova bude
od 15. aprila poberat vyssi plat. Ten po novom dosiahne 56,700 kortin. Rozhodla o
tom vldda. Privarova zdroveri plni aj funkciu vedtcej sluZobného tradu. Urad je
koordina¢nym a vykonnym orgdnom ktory zabezpecuje proces tvorby Stdtne;
politiky starostlivosti o Slovdkov Zijicich v zahranici, taktieZ vypracovdva navrhy
koncepcii na ich podporu a zabezpecuje v ramci Stdtneho informa¢ného systému
dokumentac¢nd ¢innost’ o krajanoch v cudzine. Takisto spolupracuje s organizdciami
zdruZujicimi Slovdkov v zahranic¢i, ako aj rozhoduje o poskytovani dotdcie na
pomoc krajanskym spolkom a organizdcidm.

TASR a slovenské casopisy

Ekonomicka univerzita dostane
28. milionov korun

Bratislava (TASR) - Bratislavskej
Ekonomickej univerzite vldda schvalila
28 miliénov korun. Peniaze, ktoré su
urcené na dostavbu auly na Dolno-
zemskej ceste v Bratislave, vycleni zo
svojej rozpoctovej kapitoly ministerstvo
Skolstva.

D6évodom navysenia ceny z pé-
vodnych 98 miliénov na 126 miliénov
korun su prdce navyse a rozsirenie
stavebnych objektov. Aula sa zacala

stavat v roku 2005 a podla rektora
univerzity Rudolfa Sivdka bude sliZit
najmd na predndsky a konferencie.

Navysenie finan¢nych prostriedkov
0 41 miliénov kortn je potrebné aj na
dokoncenie vyucbovych priestorov pre
Vysoki skolu muzickych umeni. Penia-
ze na dokoncenie auly EU pripadne aj
priestorov pre VSMU budd vy¢lenené z
rozpoctovej kapitoly ministerstva skol-
stva.

PRAKTIZUJTE
FRATERNALIZMUS
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Cirkev je na kazdom kroku
osocovana

Bratislava (TASR) — Pamiatku zmftvychvstania JeZisa
Krista, ktoré ja zakladom krestanskej viery, sldvia krestania
na Slovensku i vo svete. Pripominaju si vitazné zaviSenie
Kristovho vykupitel'ského diela.

Sviatok Kristovho zmftvychvstania pripadd uz do roku
325 na nedelu medzi 22. marcom a 25. aprilom. Tento rok
vynimoc¢ne pripadli na rovnaky den aj oslavy Velkej noci
pravoslavnych veriacich, ktori sa neriadia gregoridnskym,
ale starym julidnskym kalenddrom.

Pocas sldvnostnych bohosluZieb v katolickych,
evanjelickych, reformovanych a dalsich krestanskych
chrdmoch sa veriaci spolu s biskupmi a kiiazmi raduju z
Kristovho vitazstva nad smrtou a nddeje na ve¢ny Zivot,
ktord priniesol I'udstvu. Odvtedy je kazdd nedela spritomnenim velkonoc¢nej
udalosti, stretnutim vzkrieseného Krista s veriacimi.

Evanjelici v tento deri svétia Prvi sldavnost velkono¢nu - Vzkriesenie Pdnovo
(resurcio Domini). Bola to prvd vel'ka sldvnost, ktord slavili prvi krestania.
Pravosldvni krestania na Velkono¢nu nedel'u véasrdno vychddzaju na cintoriny a
spievajui Christos voskres - vo istine voskres ¢iZe Kristus vstal - skuto¢ne vstal.

Vieru krestanov vo vzkriesenie tela z mftvych a s tym spojenu radost vyjadruje
aj Druhad sldvnost’ velkono¢nd - Velkono¢ny pondelok.

Biskup Franti$ek Tondra

Biskup Todra: Cirkev je na kaZzdom kroku osocovand

V pastierskom liste k Velkej noci sa biskup Tondra pozastavuje nad tym, Ze citlivé
svedomie je odkazované do stredoveku a cnost’ sa povaZuje za slabost, dokonca za
zbabelost. “Byt posluSnym a tdctivym Ziakom v Skole, byt starostlivym ucitelom
bez ohladu na odmenu, byt poctivym v praci, ked' ma nesleduju, byt politikom bez
obohacovania sa a bez tiZby po moci, byt rodi¢mi, ktori velkodusne dajd Zivot
detom a ich vychovdvajuy, to v sticasnej dobe nemd mordlneho ocenenia. Cirkev je
mnohym neprijemnd, lebo vstupuje do svedomia,” dodal s tym, Ze Cirkev je na
kazdom kroku osocovand. ““Vytahuju na 1iu len negativne veci. Slusnejsi redaktor,
ktory by chcel Cirkev predstavit aj v pozitivnom svetle, v médidch neobstoji,”” doddva
biskup.

Pritomnost JeZiSa Krista v Zivote I'udi oznacil Nitriansky sidelny biskup Viliam
Juddk na sldvnostnej svétej omsi k sviatku Velkono¢nd nedel'a na Nitrianskom
hrade za najvadc¢si Bozi dar, pilier krestanskej viery, nddejou i budicnostou sveta.

Podla kosického arcibiskupa Alojza Tkaca je viera v Kristovo zmftvychvstanie
déleZitou sucastou nasej ndrodnej identity i eurépskej kultury a civilizdcie.

Slovenski evanjelicki biskupi vyzyvajud veriacich, aby hovorili o vzkriesenom
JeZiSovi v rodindch, na pracoviskdch priatelom a pribuznym.

Kosicky knaz vymaloval kaplnku
v Rakusku

Kosice (TASR) — Kosicky gréckokatolicky kriaz Tomds Labani¢ sa spolu s
rumunskym kolegom Joanom Gotiom podielal na vymalovani byzantskej kaplnky
v Medzindrodnom teologickom institiite v rakiskom Gamingu, ktord posvatili
biskupi vychodného obradu 25. marca. Nedel1iajSieho stretnutia biskupov,
archijerejskej sviatej liturgie a posviacky kaplnky sa ziucastnil aj kosicky
gréckokatolicky exarcha Milan Chautur. Zdsluhu na tom, aby sa kaplnka
vychodného obradu stala sucastou instititu, md viedensky arcibiskup kardindl
Christoph Schénborn po tom, ¢o prisli gréckokatolicki studenti do Gamingu.
In§pirdciou pre rakiskeho kardindla bola kaplnka vladyku Milana Chautura na
starom exarchdte na Dominikdnskom ndmesti v Kosiciach, ktora je celd pomal'ovand
ikonami na stene.

Kaplnku v Gamingu zacali chystat' v roku 2003 a v mdji 2004 ju zacali malovat
dvaja vtedy eSte Studenti - doktorandi Tomds Labani¢ z KoSic a Joan Gotia z
Rumunska. Malba celej kaplnky trvala do konca leta 2006, mal'ovalo sa pocas troch
letnych prdzdnin. Ikonostas, ¢o je stena s ikonami v cirkvi vychodného obradu,
vytvoril umelecky rezbdr Martin Barnas z KeZmarku.

Zajazd do Washingtonu, DC

Spolok sv. Stefana ¢. 716 Prvej Katolickej Slovenskej Jednoty usporiada pozndvaci
zdjazd do Wahingtonu, DC v drioch 19. - 20. mdja 2007 (sobotu a nedel'u) s ndvstevou
historickych miest (Biely dom, Kapitol, Arlington cintorin a d'alsie).

Odchod je v sobotu 19. mdja v rannych hodindch od Slovenského kostola sv.
Jana Nepomuckého v New York City, kam sa aj vratime. V nedel'u v dopoludriajsich
hodindch navstivime ‘“Basilica of the National Shrine’’, kde sa bude sluzit
slovenskd svéta omsa.

Prosime zdujemcov, aby sa urychlene prihldsili na telefénne ¢isla: Jozef Bilik
(718) 463-2084; Henrieta Daitovd (201) 641-8922. Presné informadcie o zdjazde
poddme neskér. TeSime sa na vasu ucast'.

Vybor Spolku sv. Stefana IKSJ v N.Y.C.
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Osudy slovenskych hradov
a zamkov zmapované

Bratislava (TASR) — Slovenské knizné
pulty obohatila nova publikadcia Milana
Vérosa Stratené slovenské poklady 1 -
Osudy umeleckych pamiatok slachty a
panovnikov. Autor v nej zachytil osudy
vzdcnych obrazov slovenskych hradov
a zamkov. Pod velkoformdtovu publi-
kdciu nadstandardného polygrafického
prevedenia sa vydavatel'sky podpisala
Matica slovenskd. Kniha s bohatou
obrazovou prilohou s doteraz u nds
nepublikovanymi dokumentdrnymi
ilustrdciami objavuje a pribliZuje strhu-
juce pribehy o nevSednom bohatstve
nasich predkov, ku ktorému bol his-

toricky osud obzvlast kruty.

““Kniha tohto rozsahu, ndro¢nd na
informacné a faktografické pramene, sa
nedd napisat za rok, ani za dva,”
povedal Milan Vdros. “‘Svetlo svetla
mohla uzriet len vd'aka ochote mnohych
institucii a jednotlivcov-nad$encov. Po
ich boku sa mi podarilo nacriet do
zdrojov informdcii a osvetlit' prdzne
miesta slovenskej umeleckej histérie. No
a v neposlednom rade s tictou a vd'akou
venujem tuto knihu priatel'ovi L'udo-
vitovi Pavlovi, ked'Ze bez jeho finan-
¢ného daru by nebola cenovo pristupna
Sirokej verejnosti,”” pokracoval autor.

Trnavcania si pripomenuli
posolstvo Vel'kého piatku

Niekolko stoviek Trnav¢anov zastu-
pujucich rézne vekové generdcie si
posolstvo Velkého piatku pripomenulo
tichym nesenim kriZa - Via Crucis a
symbolickym pochodom ulicami mesta
na kalvdriu. V piatok sa o 14. hodine zo
Styroch strdn mesta vydali na niekol-
kokilometrovd put ulicami mesta s
kriZzom mladi aj dospeli z farskych
spolocenstiev, aby sa o 15. hodine vsetci
stretli v centre na Trojicnom ndmesti a
potom spolo¢ne preniesli 4 kriZe do
kalvdrie na Starom cintorine. Hlavny
sprievod centrom mesta viedol kapldn
trnavskej farnosti, Lubos Hasan a me-
dzi dcastnikmi pochodu bol tieZ prima-
tor mesta Stefan Bosndk aj dalsie
osobnosti Trnavy. Ako vo svojom priho-

vore tcastnikom podujatia na kalvarii
pod kriZom pripomenul kapldn L.
Hasan , v dnesnej dobe stdle viac nech-
ceme pocut’ pravdu a zabiudame na
Boha. “Prdve tym, Ze na Boha zabu-
dame, stdva sa ndm akysi I'ahostajny.
Ak by c¢lovek sa otvoril pravde, tak by
dokdzal Boha prijat ako pravdu,”
tlmocil svoje slova tcastnikom tichého
pochodu L. Haan.

Tiché nesenie kriZa ulicami mesta
Trnava je uZ tradiénym prispevkom
veriacich Malého Rima do velkonocnej
atmosféry a aj tohtoroény pochod z
jednotlivych ¢asti mesta bol ndzornym
vyjadrenim viery a pravdy.

TK KBS

Si ako vecne krdsna jar,

ako si bola na pociatku,

ked nadsenim ndm vzblkla todr
a hlahol zvonov znel ti k sviatku,
ked krok ndm zdunel odvahou

a hrdost’ hnala ruky k dielu

do hér a poli s rozvahou
sformovat z bludisk cestu k ciel'u,
i zovriic dlane dohodne,

objali sme ta, drali matku,

a prisahali rozhodne

vytrvat’ s tebou do ostatku.

A tak sme isli jar Co jar,

tak jak sa kvetmi vdnok vzndsa,
ako sa dviha svit z pdr,

a v tebe vrela mladost nasa,
Ziviica miazga jarnych tiih,
nepokoj krvi po rozkvete,
zdvratnyjch vyjskach, care diih,
navretijch klasoch v plodnom lete,
a tak sme hnali kolesd

cez mrak a blesk i cestu vratki
a stvdrriovali cudesd,

do vyhne lejiic mladost’ sladkui.

A tak sme isli rok co rok

s hlbokym vdychom do priedusok,
ohnivou piestiou zunel krok

po kriZovatkdch taZkijch skiisok,
kde prudkd sila vzopitia
oblitkom hnala do 1iZasu
presvihmit mfitve stoletia

pre tvoju vecne jarni krdsu,

i pevnela si ako tvfdz

a pruZila sa do zvelatku,

Zivend krvou smelyjch stdc

a vecnou vierou v rodniu matku.

DOMOVINA

Andrej Zarnov

I hnal sa vichor iitocny

i $vihol mrdz a tvoje cary
zahalil prdpor smiitocny,
prelestnii krdsu nasej jari,
bolest’ sa vryla do vrdsok,
v temniciach striebriac bujné vlasy,
ale tvoj svity obrdzok

o jari spieval vecnej krdsy,
prehluciac pusiek otvory
a deriic sa aj cez oprdtku,
Ze nad Slovenskom zazori,
tak ako vtedy, na pociatku.

Preto si hvizdam radostne,
ked pukd I'ad a jar sa bliZi,
bo kaZdou jarou sldvnostne,
tak ako Jeho na tom krizZi,
vidim ju ldmat’ okovy,
vitazne vstdvat z vitrob zmaru
a pukat pancier kérovy

a pod nim klicit z hlbin varu
til neskonalost odvekii,
ohnivo ducha do poriadku,
¢o kdze diifat’ cloveku

od pociatku aZ do ostatku.

Hla, tak sme zrdstli naveky

s najkrajsou jarou nasich jari,
v piesne sa menia ndreky

a vytekajui spod fujary

do novyjch ¢ias a novyjch krds,
aby, ked vek nds k hrobu zrazi,
ich novy hlas a novy jas
vyzndval mocne, bez retazi,
ten odkaz hrdyj, horiici:

za Cest’ a sldvu, rodnii matku,
s prisaznou rukou na srdci,
tak ako my raz, do ostatku.
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Myslienkovy navrat
do jubilujiceho rodiska - CEMERNE

Moj starokrajovy confrére, MVDr. Pavol
Bindas, upovedomil ma, Ze moje rodné
Cemerné, do sedemdesiatich rokov minu-
l[ého storocia samostatnd obec, odvtedy
sicast okresného mesta Vranov nad
Toplou, v druhej polovici jina tohto roku
pripomenie si a pompéznym spésobom
osldvi 725. vyrocie prvej dokumentarnej
zmienky o obci v pisomnych andloch vte-
dajsich feuddlnych vladdrov tohto
vychodoslovenského kraja. Histériu obce
od jej praddvnych zaciatkov po sucasnost
v slove i obraze spritomnil miestny akti-
vista, historik a kronikdr, Pavol Bindas, v
knihe Cemerné - to nebol valal (2005).

Pri tomto vzdcnom jubileu obce, v
mojom myslienkovom ndvrate do rodiska
spred 70 rokov, dovolim si poZic¢at' nie-
kol'ko podstatnych spomienok mojej mat-
ky, uverejnenych v americkych novindch Slovenska Obrana (15. 2. 1944) pod ndzvom
Cemerné nie je viac valalom, ale malym mesteckom.

V mojom, skoro 90. roku pozemského Zivota, rdd si spominam na rodnu obec,
akd bola a ¢o tam bolo, ked’ som v nej preZival moju mladost, do 18. roku svojho
Zivota, presnejsie do decembra 1936, kedy celd rodina, matka a moji dvaja mladsi
bratia Arpdd (Albert) a Gejza (Jimmy), odisla do Kanady k otcovi, ktory nds tam
predisiel v aprili 1927. V Kanade do rodiny pribudlo dievcatko, Stella (Mrs. Dr.
Weisnagel).

Cemerné rozprestiera sa na peknej rovine, po pravom toku rieky Topla, tvoriaca
prirodzent hranicu medzi nim a okresnym mestom. Na druhej strane Tople, pozd{Z
hlavnej cesty, bolo ohradené futbalové hriste. Hovorilo sa, ked hréc¢ silno kopnul
futbal povrch ohrady, odletel do Tople. Zd4 sa mi, Ze majitelom Sportového klubu
bol Cemerrian¢an, Hrubovsky, majitel dobre prosperujiceho krajéirskeho zavodu
vo Vranove. Futbalovy klub mal aj dobrych hra¢ov z Cemerného. Haidam najlepsim
z celej jedendstky bol Dadej, Presovcan, ktory pracoval na notarskom urade v
Cemernom. Dalsimi boli moji spoluZiaci Zoltén Téth a Jozef Novak. Dadej bol aj
vyborny huslista. Nacvic¢oval cirkevné spevokoly v obci.

Pred postavenim futbalového hrista, futbalové zdpasy sa hrali na rozl'ahlej like
na opaénej strane pozd{ hlavnej cesty. Na tej istej Itike sa konali aj ob¢asné vojenské
konské dostihy a okresné hasi¢ské preteky.

Pre nds mladych chalanov ist' do Vranova dva-tri razy denne a potom vecer do
kina, na divadlo, na koncerty, na prileZitostné oslavy, alebo na premietanie
svetelnych obrdzkov, nebolo nijakou ndmahou.

Moja matka si myslela, e Cemerné bolo najsumnejsim a najinak$im valalom v

celej krajine. Jej susednymi obcami su: na juhu Lomnica a Sa¢irov, na zdpade Vechec
a Kamennd Poruba a na severe Caklov. Obec v tom ¢ase pocitala necelych 2,000
obyvatelov.

Spomedzi tmavych Sindl'ovych striech, ¢ervenali sa Skridlové strechy. Pod nimi
bieleli priestranné murované domy, postavené za americké a kanadské doldre.
Uprostred domov vypinala sa gréckokatolicka cerkev postavend pred prvou
svetovou vojnou. Podl'a mienky domaécich, daleko jej bolo treba hl'adat paru. Udajne
samotnd stavba murov stdla vyse 35,000 zlatych. Na vtedajsie ¢asy a pomery to bol
velky peniaz. Uvddza sa, Ze Pdn Boh im dal vnuknutie zacat' so stavbou cerkvi
pred vojnou. Potom by nebolo ani cerkvi ani periazi. Peniaze by boli vzali na vojnovd
p6zicku. Za vnutorné zariadenie cerkvi treba d'akovat krajanom z Ameriky a
Kanady.

Vedla gréckokatolickej fary bola gréckokatolicka skola. Dlhé roky jej ucitelom-
kantorom bol Manajlov. Za jej chrbtom bola Stétna l'udova gkola. Utitelia sa &asto
menili. Hddam najdlhSie na nej pdsobil ucitel Jar¢uska. Ak mi pamdt sliZi dobre,
v ¢ase ndsho odchodu do Kanady, na gr. kat. Skole vypomocnou ucitel’kou bola
Kasinskd a na stdtnej vypomdhal Vranovcan, Kopko. Deti luterdnskych a
Zidovskych rodin dovtedy chodili do skoly vo Vranove.

Vedla statnej Skoly bol gréckokatolicky cintorin a na konci ulice bol druhy pre
ostatnych. Treti, vojensky cintorin, bol blizko tehelne. Na dusi¢ky gr. kat. kiiaz,
Dobriansky, alebo ako ho domadci tictivo volali pop, pred kriZom na cintorine odsliZil
prileZitostné cirkevné modlitby za zomrelych. Odtial so sprievodom I'udi odisiel
na vojensky cintorin, kde pred thladnou kaplnkou odriekol modlitby za dusevné
spasenie vojakov tam pochovanych. Tradicia, kazdoro¢ne opakovand.

My deti, kazdej konfésie, pdna popa mali sme vo vel'kej oblube. Ked sme ho videli
ist po ceste, pribehli sme k nemu a sa mu pekne skoro unisimo pozdravili: Sldva
Isusu Christu! On nds pochvadlil, otcovsky pohladkal po hlave a kazdému dal
dvadsat haliernik, 'udovo Sestdk.

So stavbou nového katolickeho kostola zacali v roku 1934. Stoji na tom istom
mieste kde bola stard kaplnka so zvonicou. Vedla kaplnky bola ostrd zdkruta cesty,
ktord pocas stavby kostola vyrovnali a popri jarku postavili zvyseny beténovy muir,
¢im sa nadobudlo viac miesta okolo kostola v tom case filidlkou vechcovskej farnosti.

Mimo spomenutych chrdmov bola tam aj mald ““buznica’”” ako domdci volali
synagogu. Stdla na hlavnej ceste vprostred dediny. Na starosti ju mal miestny
obuvnicky majster. Volali sme ho Herskovic¢. Byval s rodinou v domceku skoro
“prilepenom’” na synagdge. Pred sdbeSsom a po iom chodili sme do synagdgy
zapalovat’ a hasit' sviecky za mald odmenu.

Prostriedkom dediny, od I'udskej nepamaiti, ¢ucori jarok. Pre domadacich dar od

L

Stefan Hreha

Boha. V jarku Zeny prali Saty, mocili konope, napdjali statok, v lete sa v riom
splachtali hisky a kacky, deti lapali ryby, v zime sa na ade “Sliskali’” a odvaZne
dievky a mladé Zeny vo vyrubanej prierube prali Saty, zohrievajtc si napoly zmrznuté
ruky v hrnci s hordcou vodou poloZenom na chumeli slamy.

Mimo tectcej vody, na niekdajSej gréfskej table, bola stojaca voda. Volali sme ju
baria. Vznikla pocas stavby Zelezni¢nej trasy, odkial brali Strkovitd zem na nasyp
trate. Podla odhadu domadcich, baria v prostriedku bola 10 metrov hlboka, 1 kilo-
meter dlha a asi pol kilometra Siroka. Dostal ju gr. kat. ucitel z parcelacky. V zime
sa tam chodila korc¢ul'ovat vranovskd mlddez i my, ktori sme mali korcule. Ked sa
ndm zunovalo korculovat, z porastu na okraji bane, vyriubali sme mierne
zoakrihlené vetvy a na lade lesklom ako sklo, takym primitivnym spdsobom sme
nahdnali plosky kamen nového zimného sportu. Ti, ktori nemali korcule, stdli v
brdnke vymeranej dvoma kameriami. Tento novy Sport, nadobtdajici momentum,
sme volali - kanadsky hoke;j.

Cemerné bolo aj déleZitym dopravnym strediskom pre cely region. Bola tam
posledna Zelezni¢na stanica s menom Vranov nad Toplou. Dalej sa neislo. Udajne
pocas stavby Zeleznice narazili na nedostatok financii postavit Zelezni¢ny most
cez Toplu. Trat do Vranova prediZili aZ pocas trvania prvého Slovenského $tétu a
meno stanice zmenili na Predmestie Vranov nad Topl'ou. Opodial Zelezni¢ne;
stanice bol Monopol, do ktorého rolnici z okolitych dedin zvazali obilie.

Bola tam aj tizkokolajnd Zeleznica, ktorou zvazali drevo do starej pily z d'alekych
zamutovskych hor. Vedla nej, na ceste do Kosic, boli vojenské kasdrne - 272 Horsky
delostrelecky pluk.

Pri moste cez Topl'u, na ruindch starého mlyna, postavili novu pilu. Nedaleko
nej pozdlz Tople, bola ovocindrska zdhrada. V nedel'u rdno sme tam chodili
kupovat jablkd na domdcu Stridlu, alebo jablkové koldce.

Na zdpadnom konci dediny, pod obecnym pastviskom, bola tehelria. MoZno teda
povedat, ked niekto staval dom, mal vsetko po ruke: tehlu, drevo, z jarku strk a z
Tople piesok.

V blizkosti katolickeho kostola, na opacnej strane cesty, bol park s gréfskym
kastielom. Volali sme ho “kerta”. V kastieli jeden ¢as bol umiestneny notarsky tirad
a opodial bol tenisovy kurt pre dostojnikov a ich manZelky. Chodili sme tam ““lapat”
tenisové lopty, pokial ho neohradili vysokym drétenym plotom, ¢im sa skoncil nés
““zarobok’”’. V parku v lete boli Skolské majdlesy a oblastné sokolské zlety.

V tom ¢ase v Cemernom bolo pit obchodov so zmiedanym tovarom, d'alej boli
tam tri médsiarne, tri Smikne, dve koldrne, tri mldtacky, dvaja obuvnici majstri,
pekareri, garbiareri, holi¢, tesdr a dvaja obecni pastieri-hrobdri, ktori sti¢asne boli
aj striedavymi no¢nymi vartdsSmi obce. Mimo toho v obci dc¢inkoval dobrovolny
hasi¢sky zbor a ndbozZenska telovychovna organizdcia Orol. Ulice boli elektricky
osvetlené.

Hodno spomeniit, Ze masiari mali svoje §pecidlne postavené velké I'adovne,
zaplnené blokmi I'adu vyrezané z jarku, najcastejsie z Tople. A - pravda- boli tam aj
krémy. V ktorej dedine doma by nebola kréma? U nés ich dokonca bolo pét ak nie
Sest'. Najznamejsie boli dve - Friedmanova a Guttmanova. Friedmanova kréma bola
za mostom cez jarok na ceste do Presova a Guttmanova na skok-dva od Zelezni¢ne;
stanice. U Friedmanovej kréme sa obycajne koncili svadobné veselia a sa v nej robili
tance pre domdcu ¢elad’. Hrala na nich domadca cigdnska hudba, ktora tieZ v mesiaci
madji vyhrdvala vprostred dediny dlho do noci. U Guttmanovej kréme sa konali
tanecné a silvestrovské zdbavy pre domdce a vranovské panstvo. Vyhrdvala na nich
kapela objednand z Michaloviec alebo z Kosic. Raz za ¢as sa tam uskutoc¢nilo
estrddne predstavenie. Obidve krémy mali svoje kolkdrne a letny zdhradny servis.

V pamiti ostali: Sviatok BozZieho tela (Oltdriky); svdtenie velkonoc¢nej pasky a
oblievacka; vyrocité odpusty pri cerkvi a kostole; predvianoéna domaca zakalacka,
ocakdvanie Vianoc a koledy; sviatok dusic¢iek a zdobenie hrobov; polné préce a
kopanie cukrovky na blizkych tabldch trebiSovského cukrovaru za repnu viiat;
Skolské oslavy Dria slobody, 28. oktéber a 7. marec, narodeniny prvého prezidenta
CSR, T. G. Masaryka; skauting a s nim spojené vychadzky do hér; kipacka a
¢Inkovanie na Topli v Kurimského lod’ke a sokolské zlety v susednych mestdch.

Ani po dlhych rokoch prezitych v novom kanadskom svete, nezabudol som na
moj stary slovensky svet, na ten svet, kde si moje rodné korene a korene mojich
predkov. Po vojne som nadviazal pisomny kontakt s domovom, ktory dodnes
existuje. Zo zaciatku bol pocetny. S odchodom domadcich korespondentov do
nendvratna, dnes uz je ojedinely, ale dost pravidelny so vzdcnym kompatriétom
MVDr. Pavlom Bindasom z rodného Cemerného.

V lete roku 1977 s manzZelkou, Turzovcéankou, so synom a jeho manzelkou,
navstivili sme Slovensko, oZivit rodné korene a mladym predstavit rodny kraj ich
rodicov. Z navstevy ostal v pamiti trvaly obraz krdsnej slovenskej zeme, vd'acné
spomienky na pohostinnost tamojsich I'udi, ktori v tom case Zili v ndrodnej porobe
bezboZného komunistického rezimu.

S rodnym krajom spaja ma aj fakt, Ze je tam uloZeny k ve¢nému odpocinku nas
dobry otec. Zomrel tam (21.1.1957) pocas ndvstevy svojho rodného kraja.

Dnesné Cemerné by som nepoznal. Obytné domy pozdiz hlavnej cesty prerobili
na komercéné biznisy. Na niekedy prdzdnych miestach dnes stoja komplexy
priemyselnych a instituciondlnych budov a prilahlé role a blizke polia st zastavané
modernymi obytnymi domami. Pocet obyvatelov obce presahuje ¢islicu 3,000.

Pri tomto oslavnom medzniku mojej rodnej obce, Zi¢im jej do d'alsich rokov
vSestranny udspech, prosperitu, pokrok a jej obyvatelom dar BoZich milosti, pokoj,
solidaritu a I'udské spolunaZivanie.

Stefan Hreha
Montreal Kanada
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Obec Papin

Obec Papin leZi v strednej ¢asti La-
boreckej vrchoviny, v strednej ¢asti doliny
rieky Udavy, okres Humenné. Prva pi-
somnd zmienka o obci pochddza z roku
1451, kedy Lelesky konvent riesil vlast-
nicke spory Drugetovcov.

Najméad podla ndzvu obce sa pred-
pokladd, Ze Papin jestvoval uz pred 13.
storo¢im a patril k najstarsim slovenskym
dedindm v okoli.

Na prelome 16. a 17. storoc¢ia bol Papin
stredne vel'kou dedinou, ale najvd¢sou
rol'nickou dedinou v doline Udavy so
slovenskym obyvatel'stvom. Postovy
irad v Papine bol otvoreny uz 1. sep-
tembra 1858 a jeho prevddzka funguje
nepretrZite od monarchie aZ dodnes.V
tomto obdobi v rokoch 1850 az 1869 bola
obec i sidlom okresu. Dominantou obce
je rimskokatolicky kostol zasvateny
““Nanebovzatiu Panny Madrie”” posta-
veny v roku 1756, ktorému dominuje
vzdcny starobyly oltdr a Madona s die-
tatom je i v erbe obce.

V neddvno minulom obdobi bol Papin strediskovou obcou a tento rdz si udrzal
i dodnes. V obci Zije 1,097 obyvatelov a sluzby, ktoré poskytuje svojim obyvatelom
vyuZzivajui i obyvatelia okolitych obci matricného obvodu. V obci je priestranny
Sportovy aredl, siet obchodov, zdravotnicke sluzby. V centre sa nachddza Zdkladnd
Skola a v aredli kultirneho domu matri¢ny urad, kniZnica, sobdsna sieri, kinosdla
s javiskom a hned’ pri riom aj amfitedter na ktorom sa konajd kazdoro¢ne ““Papinske
folklérne sldvnosti”. Tieto priestory vyuZzivaju hlavne ¢lenovia folklérneho stiboru
“Papincan”’.

Obec le#{ v prekrasnej scenérii prirody po obidvoch brehoch rieky Udavy a v3etci
obcania sa staraju o to aby takdto scenéria ostala i budticim generdcidm.

(Do redakcie ndm zaslal peknii broZiirku o histdrii obce Papin,
rodiska Michaela A. Novaka, byvalého tajomnika a pokladnika Cisla 89
IKS] v Milwaukee, Wisc.)

Nadacia Slovakov Vil¢ekovcov
odovzdala ceny v New Yorku

New York (TASR) — Na slavnostnej ceremonii v New Yorku odovzdali 14. marca
prestiZne ocenenia naddcie Vilcek Foundation najispesnejsim cudzincom, ktori
prispeli k obohateniu americkej vedy a kultury.

Naddciu zaloZili pred siedmimi rokmi slovenski imigranti Marica a Jan
Vil¢ekovci. Tohtoro¢nd cenu najtalentovanejSich vedcov a umelcov spomedzi
imigrantov, ktorym sa vd'aka talentu a hiZevnatosti podarilo prerazit' svojimi
pozoruhodnymi vedeckymi objavmi a novdtorstvom ziskali architektka z
Juhoafrickej republiky Denisa Scottova Brownova a biolég Rudolf Jaenisch

ochddzajuci z Nemecka. Obaja ziskali na pamiatku sklenenu sosku dizajnera
Stefana Sagmeistera a kazdy sumu 50,000 doldrov.

InSpirdciou pre zaloZenie nadacie bola podla slov Vil¢ekovcov vlastnd skiisenost
slovenskych imigrantov, ktori prisli v 60. rokoch minulého storocia za ocedn hladat
Stastie, pracu a svoj druhy domov. Prdve v New Yorku v centre svetového obchodu,
kultiry a vedy dosiahli naplnenie svojich Zivotnych a pracovnych ambicii. Svoje
usilie neinavného bddatela a vedca zavisil Jdn Vilcek uspeSnou kariérou
uzndvaného vyskumnika na New Yorskej univerzite, zatial ¢o jeho manZelka
Marica sa venovala histérii umenia. Aj z tohto dévodu su ceny Vilcek Foundation
venované I'ud'om, ktori zohrali déleZitd tlohu v rozvoji americkej vedy a umenia.
Jan Vilcek vzbudil pozornost americkej verejnosti svojou stedrostou uz pred ¢asom,
ked venoval Newyorskej univerzite sponzorsky dar v hodnote 105 miliénov doldrov.
Stal sa tak najStedrejsim sikromnym darcom v histdrii univerzity.
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Svet rychlo starne

New York (TASR) - Svet starne, varuje Organizdcia Spojenych ndrodov. Pocet
starsich I'udi sa do roku 2050 strojndsobi. L'udi vo veku nad 60 rokov bude do dvoch
milidrd. To predstavuje takmer Stvrtinu z celkovej o¢akdvanej populdcie, ktord by

mala dosiahnut 9.2 miliardy.

Uvddza sa to v uverejnenej sprave OSN o svetovej populdcii. Pocas nasledujicich
43 rokov narastie podla prognéz pocet Iudi na zemi o 2.5 miliardy (z terajsich 6.7
milidrd). Do roku 2050 tak populdcia prekond hranicu deviatich milidrd.
Rozvinutejsie Casti sveta v8ak budu starnit’ vel'mi vyrazne.

Najvacsia cast narastu populacie a mladych I'udi sa o¢akdva v najchudobnejsich
krajindch, najmd v 50 najmenej rozvinutych krajindch. Mnohé z nich maju stdle
relativne mladd populdciu, ktord bude starntt len mierne.

V rozvinutych krajindch bude podla prognéz populdcia prudko starnit. Ludia
v tychto statoch Ziju dlhSie a maji menej deti, tdto kombindcia by mohla do roku
2050 pocet I'udi nad 60 rokov zdvojndsobit, zo sicasnych 245 miliénov na 406

miliéonov.

Rozvinuté krajiny charakterizuje nedostatoény pocet narodenych deti, v
porovnani s po¢tom umierajtcich, a tento trend bude pokracovat. Pérodnost’ v
najmenej rozvinutych krajinach bude klesat, ale stdle zostane vyssia ako vo zvysku

sveta.

V roku 2050 bude, v porovnani s terajsim stavom, Zit menej I'udi v 46 krajindch,
vratane Nemecka, Talianska, Japonska, JuZnej Kérey a vacsiny stdtov byvalého
Sovietskeho zvdzu, ako aj v niekol'kych mensich Statoch.

AZ polovica I'udi z o¢akdvaného ndrastu populdcie (2.5 miliardy do roku 2050)
pride na svet v Indii, Nigérii, Pakistane, Kongu, Etiépii, USA, Bangladési a Cine,

informuje sprava OSN.

Slovensko je na dobrej ceste
k prijatiu eura

Londyn (TASR) — Ratingovd agen-
tura Standard & Poor's Ratings Services
(S&P) uviedla, Ze revalvdcia slovenskej
koruny 16. marca 2007 nemd vplyv na
rating zdvdzkov Slovenskej republiky.
Slovensko podla S&P zostdva po
revalvdcii na dobrej ceste k prijatiu eura
zaciatkom roka 2009. Revalvdciu cen-
trdlnej parity slovenskej koruny v
systéme vymennych kurzov ERM II o
8.5% pozZadovala Ndrodnd banka Slo-
venska (NBS) a sihlasili s riou
Eurdpska centrdlna banka (ECB), kra-
jiny eurozény a ostatné krajiny, ktorych
meny su zapojené do ERM II. Podl'a S&P
tdto revalvdcia rozsiri priestor pre
menovu politiku NBS a poméZe za-
chovat cenovu stabilitu.

Agentira S&P vo svojej sprave uva-

dza, Ze Slovensko je na ceste k splneniu
maastrichtskych kritérii v termine, ktory
dovoli vstipit do eurozény v roku
2009. V tomto roku by deficit verejnych
financif SR, vrdtane vydavkov na do6-
chodkovd reformu, mal podla S&P
dosiahnut 3% hrubého doméceho pro-
duktu (HDP) a celkovd zadiZenost
verejnej spravy v pomere k HDP by mala
zostat' na 34%.

Ratingy Slovenska podla S&P odra-
Zaju rychly progres vo verejnom sektore,
reformu socidlneho zabezpecenia, vy-
soky rast ekonomiky a perspektivu
prijatia eura v roku 2009. Prekdzkami
d’alsieho zlepsenia ratingov je iba po-
malé zvySovanie Zivotnej urovne a
nejasné perspektivy budtcej hospodar-
skej a fiskdlnej politiky.

Slovici v EU v konzumovani
alkoholu na 23. mieste

Bratislava (TASR) — V objeme skon-
zumovaného alkoholu sa Slovdci
umiestnili na 23. mieste v Eurépskej tinii.
Ako informoval Institit Centra pre
lie¢cbu drogovych zdvislosti prezento-
vany prehladom cerstvych medzind-
rodnych prieskumov v krajindch
Eurépy, na Slovensku stiiplo uZivanie
kanabisu a v mensej miere i syntetickych
drog, ale naopak, trvaly je pokles uzi-
vania heroinu.

Riaditel Centra pre liecbu drogovych
zdvislosti L'ubomir Okruhlica konsta-
toval, Ze na Slovensku bolo v roku 2006
25 percent abstinentov. V ramci Statistik
sa SR umiestnila na 8. mieste, pocitajtic
od najvadcsieho poctu abstinentov po
najmensi. Je to zhodné percento s
priemerom v EU. Najviac abstinentov
malo Taliansko - 40%, najmenej Dansko
7%. Cesko sa umiestnilo s 18 percentami

na 19. mieste.

Na Slovensku za posledny mesiac
pilo alkohol 87% obyvatel'ov nad 15
rokov, opit tesne s priemerom EU, ¢o do
podielu pijicich. Slovensko sa tak
zaradilo na 15. miesto v rdmci EU.
Najvicsi podiel alkohol pijiicej popu-
lacie ma Luxembursko - 93%, najmensi
Pol'sko 75%, Cesko bolo s podielom 90%
na 7.-9. mieste.

S umiestnenim varovnych ndpisov
na etikety flia$ s alkoholickymi ndpojmi
suihlasilo 87 percent Slovdkov, ¢o je 4.
miesto v EU. Zakaz reklamy alkoholu so
zameranim na mlddeZ by podporilo
viac ako 90 percent Slovakov, ¢o Sloven-
sko radi na 1. miesto v EU. S pravi-
delnym pitim alkoholu zac¢alo medzi
15.-19. rokom Zivota aZ 43 percent
Slovakov.

FRATERNALIZMUS POSILNUJE
RODINU
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Historicky odkaz Dr. Jozefa Tisu

Milan S. Durica
L
Uvodom

Nielen mladsie generdcie oprdvnene sa dnes
dovoldvaju svojho prdva poznat celé dejiny
slovenského ndroda a predovsetkym zaplnit
poznanim historickych skuto¢nosti tie “‘biele
miesta’’, vztahujice sa na udalosti a osoby,
ktoré marxistickd strannicka historiografia
doteraz systematicky falSovala alebo aj iplne
tabuizovala. Aj v zdpadnych krajindch, v kto-
rych povojnovy trend l'aviciarskej kultiry ¢asto
viedol aj vdZnych autorov k mdlo kritickému
preberaniu téz a hodnoteni marxistickych
pseudohistorikov, uZ stdle silnejSie pocut
hlasy, ktoré sa doZaduju kritickej revizie
virusov ideologickych predsudkov naka-
zenych a mocenskym diktatom deformovanych
najma novsich dejin. K takymto statiam sloven-
skych dejin patri bezpochyby samostatny
Slovensky Stdt rokov 1939-1945 a jeho hlavni
predstavitelia na cele s prezidentom Republiky
dr. Jozefom Tisom (1887-1947). Aj v zloZitom procese tvorenia dejin mens agitat
molem - myslenie md veducu ulohu. Preto je velmi délezZité poznat hlavné
myslienky, ktoré viedli Dr. Jozefa Tisu v jeho politickej ¢innosti a ktoré riadili proces
vzniku i trvania Slovenskej republiky. Tomuto chce sliZit’ nasa stru¢na rozprava.

Jednym z najvyraznejsich znakov, ktoré v rozpiti ¢asov bezpecne odliSuju ¢cloveka
od vsetkych ostatnych druhov stvorenstva, je jeho dejinnost. Pod tymto terminom
rozumieme typicky a exkluzivne l'udskd schopnost zachovat si v pamiti vykonané
¢iny a zaZité udalosti, tradovat ich inym I'ud'om, kriticky hodnotit takto tradované
spomienky a zdznamy, rekonstruovat aj so zna¢nym ¢asovym odstupom udiavsie
sa skutoc¢nosti, - slovom, tvorit dejiny aj v zmysle poznania toho, ¢o sa v zaslych
¢asoch dialo. Plati pre I'udstvo ako také, a teda tak pre jednotlivé osoby, ako aj pre
vSetky spolocenské zoskupenia, na ktoré sa I'udstvo ¢leni v rozli¢nych fazach svojho
vyvinu. NemozZno povedat, Ze dejinnost spolocenskych ttvarov je jednym z
najbezpecnejsich meradiel ich vyspelosti, ich duchovného a materidlneho pokroku,
ich osobitného prinosu do vSeobecnej pokladnice vospolnych hodnét I'udskej
spolo¢nosti. Ved' ¢oZe jasnejsie rozliSuje napriklad dve rodiny, z ktorych jedna nesie
meno Habsburg a druhd Klein, ak prdve ind hmotnost a iny profil ich relativnej
dejinnosti?

Dejinnost je tym faktorom, ktory pretvara rodinu na rod a dynastiu. Podobne je
aj u vyssich spolocenskych celkov: dejinnost pretvdra kmene na druZiny a zvazky,
dejinnost povysuje tieto na etnické celky, dejinnost tvori ndrody, staty, bainadstatne
mocenské Struktury.

Preto méZeme tvrdit bez strachu, Ze sa zmylime: Kto nepozna svoje dejiny, ¢i uz
ako jednotlivec, ako ¢len rodiny alebo ako prislusnik ndroda, ten zanedbdva jeden
z podstatnych rozpozndvacich znakov svojej I'udskosti. Kto vedome zanedbdva,
povrhuje, alebo dokonca falSuje dejiny svojho ndroda, ten znevaZuje svoj ndrod,
prekdZa jeho historickému vyvinu a degraduje seba samého vo svojej déstojnosti
¢loveka ako dejinnostou obdareného tvora.

Hlavnymi tvorcami dejin vZdy boli a ostdvaji predovsetkym vynikajuci
jednotlivci, historické osobnosti. Preto aj poznanie dejin musi mat' za predmet v
prvom rade Zivotné osudy, ¢iny a odkazy tych nevSednych jednotlivcov, ktori vedeli
v urcitych epochdch akoby stelesnit ducha celych spolocenskych ttvarov,
reprezentovat ich pred inymi podobnymi dtvarmi a tak vtlacit punc svojej osobnosti
historickému vyvinu. Jednou z takychto osobnosti v dejindch slovenského ndroda
bol bezpochyby Dr. Jozef Tiso.

Ako to uz pri politicky exponovanych osobnostiach byva, aj o Zivote a diele dr.
Jozefa Tisu bolo vyslovenych vela dplne si protireciacich isudkov. To, Ze vysledok
druhej svetovej vojny spdsobil nielen vojensku pordZku Slovenskej republiky, ale
aj zanik slovenskej Statnosti, malo takmer nevyhnutne za ndsledok, Ze vitazi vyliali
vSetok svoj blen na hlavu predstavitela tejto Stdtnosti prezidenta Slovenskej
republiky. Antické vae victis naslo nové potvrdenie svojej platnosti tak na Slovensku,
ako aj v mnohych inych porazenych stdtoch. AZ potial da sa povojnovd situdcia
historicky pochopit, ak nie vo v8etkom ospravedlnit. Ale od konca druhej svetovej
vojny preslo uz vyse Sestdesiat rokov. Vystriedali sa takmer dve generdcie, ktoré s
rasticim ¢asovym odstupom usilovali sa revidovat sidy a vyroky vitazstvom
omdmenych nendvistou voci porazenym nepriatelom zaslepenych mysli.

Historicki pracovnici, vedeni snahou o objektivnu rekonstrukciu historickych
faktov tak, ako sa ony skuto¢ne udiali, kritickym vedeckym rozborom nastastie
bohatych p6vodnych prameriov, dopracovali sa uz pozoruhodnych udspechov a
dosli k triezvemu, vyvaZenejSiemu tsudku aj o jednotlivych na nich ziicastnenych
¢initeloch. Vysledkom tohoto uzZ takmer pol storocia trvajiceho procesu je obsiahla
kniZni¢nd polica historickych diel tak o celom obdobi druhej svetovej vojny, ako aj
o mnohych ¢iastkovych otdzkach onej epochy o jednotlivych osobnostiach, ktoré v
nej zohrali zodpovedné ilohy. V kazdom knihkupectve krajin, ktoré respektuju
zdkladné Tudské prava slobodného vedeckého bddania a slobody prejavu mienky,
mozno ndjst Zivotopisy Hitlera i Stalina, Mussoliniho i Pétaina, celkom tak ako
napriklad Zivotopisy Churchilla, Roosevelta alebo De Gaullea. Ba aj v Mad'arsku
vyslo uz niekol'ko stidii o Horthym a v Rumunsku maju tieZ k dispozicii obsiahly
Zivotopis Antonesca. Iba na Slovensku dr. Jozef Tiso ostdva v tomto ohl'ade eSte
stdle absolitnym “‘tabu’’.

A Slovadci v exile - odhliadntc od skuto¢ne iba pdr ¢estnych vynimiek - tieZ sa
neusilovali doposial ndleZitym spdsobom spracovat a predstavit nasim mlad$im
generdcidm i $irSej svetovej verejnosti I'udsky, kitazsky a politicky profil tejto
prvoradej osobnosti slovenského ndroda. V nddeji, Ze tento jubilejny rok prinesie
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urcitd ndpravu tejto neblahej situdcie, pokiisim sa tu aspori v niekol'kych ¢rtach
naznacit, ¢o pokladdm za historicky odkaz dr. Jozefa Tisu.

Nemusime sa prili§ namdhat hl'adanim najstru¢nejSej moZnej formuldcie
Tisovho odkazu. On sdm v plnom zenite svojej existenc¢nej drahy zhrnul ndm ho
do tychto stru¢nych Styroch slov. Verni sebe - svorne napred! Ak pozorne
analyzujeme cely Zivot, dielo a nduku dr. Jozefa Tisu, zistime, Ze do tohoto
lapiddrneho hesla majstrovsky vtiesnil celd podstatu svojho Zivotného programu:
idedly, ktoré ho inSpirovali; vzneSené ciele, pre dosiahnutie ktorych Zil a pracoval;
prostriedky, ktoré povazZoval za tcelné alebo nevyhnutné na dosiahnutie
vytycenych cielov; ba i metddy, akymi nac¢im postupovat pri vybere a spravnom
pouZiti tych prostriedkov v rozliénych Zivotnych situdcidch.

Nie ndhodou teda na prvé miesto svojho hesla poloZil dr. Jozef Tiso adjektivum
“verni”. Vernost - v slovanskych, ale aj inych indoeurépskych jazykoch odvodzuje
sa od toho istého kmena ako viera - je sémanticky tarchavy pojem, zahrriujuci
subjektivne presvedcenie o poznanej pravde ako hodnote, ktord ¢loveka dviha,
obohacuje a zosl'acht'uje. Vo vztahu k tejto hodnote vyplyvaju mu zdvédznosti,
ktorych presné, doésledné a nemenitelné plnenie aj za cenu primeranych obeti
oznacuje sa ako vernost. V beZznom zmysle vernost sa vztahuje na iny, od subjektu
odlisny termin, na ind osobu. Preto Tisovo ““verni sebe’” na prvy pohlad méZe
posobit’ trocha prekvapujico. Je to vsak Stastnd expresivna vidzba, za ktorou sa
skryva hlboké filozoficko-teologické poznanie a z neho vyplyvajica Zivotnd
mudrost.

Vernost sebe v Tisovom poriati znamena prijatie pravdy o BoZom diele stvorenia
a o ¢loveku ako o korune tohoto diela, v ktorej sa odzrkadl'uje v obmedzenej podobe
neobmedzené dokonalosti BoZej podstaty. Clovek stvoreny ‘‘na obraz BoZi”’, je
obdareny poznavacou schopnostou intelektu a slobodou véle, ktorymi je pozvany
k tdcinnej spolupraci na diele stvorenia. Z tohoto poznania vyplyvajui pre kazdu
osobu zavaznosti, rozvijat' intelektudlne vlohy, ktorymi ju Boh obdaril, aby mohla
¢o najjasnejsie poznat zmysel svojej existencie, slobodne si vybrat konkrétne Zivotné
ciele, a potom verne sa snaZit' o ich dosiahnutie.

Jozef Tiso dokdzal to uZ od svojej mladosti. Usiloval sa vyuZit vSetky moZnosti,
aby svoje prirodzené vlohy uplatnil a rozvinul ¢o najintenzivnej$im stidiom.
Neuspokojil sa s nijakou pohodlnou prostrednostou, dosahoval vo vsetkych
predmetoch vynikajuci prospech. Nie vsetci vedia, Ze ““maly drotdrik z Bytce”” (tak
ho nazyvali spoluZiaci aj profesori na gymnaziu v Ziline) poc¢as svojej intelektudlnej
pripravy na knazstvo nadobudol si taku solidnu kultirnu zdkladriu, akd v onom
case - ale i teraz - md iba nemnoho kriazov. Popri striktne teologickom vzdelani
Student Tiso venoval zna¢nd cast' svojho ¢asu pozndvaniu katolickej socidlnej nduky
pod vedenim takych ucitelov, akymi boli profesor Franz Schindler a neskorsi
rakusky kanceldr, vtedy mlady docent Igndz Seipel.

Znalost' cudzich jazykov je popri kultirnom obohateni - “’Kol'ko jazykov vies,
tol'kokrdt si clovekom”, hovoril uz Jan Amos Komensky - aj kIii¢om priameho
pristupu do vedeckych pokladnic inych ndrodov. Jozef Tiso, ktory okrem svojej
rodnej slovenciny dokonale ovlddal aj mad’arsky a nemecky jazyk, osvojil si este aj
klasickd gréctinu a latin¢inu, potom Studoval hebrejsky jazyk a r6zne aramejské
dialekty, ba nakoniec venoval sa aj stidiu arabského jazyka. Necudo potom, Ze
ked’ neskoér ako banovsky fardr a poslanec zaloZil tam ucitel'skd akadémiu, ktorej
bol dlhé roky riaditelom a na ktorej aj vyucoval ndbozZenstvo, nikdy svojim
Studentom nerozprdval o politike. Ak mu predsa niektory poloZil tito otdzku, dr.
Tiso ho poucil: ““Vasou povinnostou teraz je studovat. To je td najlepsia sluzba,
akd moZete prukdzat aj svojmu ndrodu. Cim lepgie sa pripravite intelektudlne a
mordlne na svoje povolanie, tym schopnejsi budete zajtra vychovdvat mlddez
slovenského ndroda, a ked bude treba, robit’ aj dobrd politiku”.

Politika nikdy nebola pre dr. Tisu inym, ako sluZbou ndrodu. Konajtc aj tu
najdoéleZitejSiu sluzbu, ¢lovek ju nesmie robit na tkor vyssich hodnét, ak sa nechce
spreneverit sebe samému.Tisovym Zivotnym povolanim bolo kriazstvo, ktorému
vedel vZdy podriadit vSetky ostatné zavaznosti svojich vernych funkcii. Krdtko po
jeho zvoleni za prezidenta Slovenskej republiky, isty nemecky novindr, poznajtic
aj na Slovensku pripady kniazov, ¢o pre ovela skromnejsie verejné funkcie opustili
svoje kriazské povolanie, poloZil dr. Tisovi otdzku: A ¢o bude s Vasim kriazstvom
teraz, ked' ste sa stali hlavou statu? Nebude Vam na prekdZku pri tejto Vasej vysoke;
funkcii? Tiso mu pohotove odpovedal: ““prdve teraz viac neZ inokedy budem
potrebovat ten prameri duchovnej sily, ktorym mi vZdy bolo moje kriazstvo’. -
Vieme, s akou vernostou sebe po cely cas svojho prezidentstva zastaval dr. Tiso
svoj urad banovského farara. Aj vyslanci Velkonemeckej rise, ak mali daco velmi
strne a chceli, aby ich prezident Slovenska prijal v sobotu alebo v nedel'u, museli
sa urdcit' az do Banoviec na faru. V den Pdnov kiiazovi Tisovi boli jeho kriazské
zdvdznosti viac, neZ ¢o i najvyssia Stdtna politika.

Skoda, Ze ndm tu neostdva priestor pre obsiahlejsi pohl'ad na kriazsky profil
osobnosti dr. Jozefa Tisu, lebo on predstavuje jediny kItii¢ na sprdvne pochopenie
celého jeho Zivota a diela, a teda i pre sprdavne interpretovanie jeho historického
odkazu.

Tisovo “verni sebe’” uz tym, Ze ho formuloval v mnoZnom ¢isle, jasne poukazuje
na to, Ze zasady, ktoré sme vyssie nacrtli, neplatia iba v tizko individudlnom zmysle,
ale maji aj Siroku spolocensku platnost. Cloveka Boh stvoril ako bytost
spoloc¢enskd, ako tvora, ktory je celou svojou prirodou sprvoti priam fyzicky
odkdzany, neskér psychologicky podmieriovany vospolnostou sebe podobnych
tvorov. Z tohoto boZieho stvoritel'ského pldnu vyplyva prirodzend potreba a
objektivna hodnota spolocenskych iutvarov ludstva, akymi su elementdrne
biologicko-afektivne spolocenstvo rodiny a historickym vyvinom podmienené
etnicko-kulturne spolo¢enstvo ndroda. Poznat a prijat toto spolo¢enské zakorenenie
osoby ako hodnotu v poriadku stvorenia, znamend pre dr. Jozefa Tisu rozsirit aj
horizont vernosti sebe na obidve tieto prirodzené spolocenstvd, ktoré si v zmysle
tomistickej filozofie druhotnymi pramerimi nasho bytia. Preto ldska k ndrodu bola
Tisovi mordlnym imperativom, spadajicim do sféry stvrtého prikdzania boZieho
celkom tak, ako laska k vlastnym rodi¢om.

(Pokracovanie)



